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PREFACE. 


The  work  of  preparing  for  publication  the  Official  Records  of  the 
Union  and  Confederate  navies,  which  was  begun  July  7,  1884,  was 
organized  under  the  superintendency  of  Professor  J.  R.  Soley,  U.  S. 
Navy,  at  that  time  librarian  of  the  Navy  Department,  afterwards 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

In  August,  1890,  the  work  of  collecting  these  records  and  their  clas- 
sification was  ably  continued  by  his  successor,  Lieutenant-Commander 
F.  M.  Wise,  U.  S.  Navy,  who,  having  received  orders  to  sea,  was 
relieved  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Richard  Rush,  U.  S.  Navy,  in 
May,  1893. 

The  long-delayed  publication  was  finally  authorized  by  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  July  31,  1894,  and  begun  by  Mr.  Rush.  The  first 
five  volumes  were  published  under  his  efficient  administration,  and  the 
important  duty  of  organizing  the  office  for  the  distribution  of  these 
volumes  was  accomplished. 

In  March,  1897,  Mr.  Rush,  having  been  ordered  to  sea,  was  succeeded 
by  Professor  Edward  K.  Rawson,  U.  S.  Navy,  as  superintendent, 
under  whose  able  administration  volumes  6-14  were  published.  Pro- 
fessor Rawson  was  detached  and  ordered  to  the  U.  S.  Naval  Academy 
September  20,  1902,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Charles  W.  Stewart. 

No  change  is  comtemplated  at  present  in  the  outline  of  the  plan  of 
publication  as  approved  by  the  Department.  This  plan  includes  only 
the  use  of  such  material  as  may  be  certified  to  be  contemporaneous 
naval  records  of  the  war,  which  is  divided  into  three  series,  in  the 
following  order  of  arrangement: 

I.  The  first  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspondence, 
both  Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  all  naval  operations  on  the 
Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  and  inland  waters  of  the  United  States  during 
the  war  of  the  rebellion,  together  with  the  operations  of  vessels  acting 
singly,  either  as  cruisers  or  privateers,  in  different  parts  of  the  world. 
These  reports  are  accompanied  by  occasional  maps  and  diagrams. 

In  this  series  the  papers  are  arranged  according  to  squadrons  and 
flotillas,  chronologically;  and,  as  far  as  possible,  the  Union  reports  of 
any  events  are  immediately  followed  by  the  Confederate  reports. 


VII 


II.  The  second  series  embraces  the  reports,  oi-dera.  and 
ence  I'elating  to — 

1.  The  condition  of  the  Union  Navy  in  1861.  before  the  coni- 
meDcement  of  hostilities,  and  to  its  increase  dunng  the  progress 
of  the  war,  including  the  iinnual  and  special  reports  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navj'  and  chiefs  of  the  various  bureaus. 

2.  The  construction  and  outfit  of  the  Confedeiute  Navy,  includ- 
ing privateers,  setting  forth  also  the  annual  and  special  reporta 
of  the  Confederate  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  bureaus. 

3.  Statistical  data  of  all  vessels,  Union  and  Confederate,  as  far 
as  can  be  obtained. 

4.  Returns  of  naval  and  military  property  captured  by  the 
navies  of  both  sides  during  the  war. 

5.  Correspondence  relating  to  naval  prisoners. 

This  series  is  also  arranged  chronologically  in  each  of  the  above 
sections,  as  far  as  practicable. 

III.  The  third  series  embra^^es  all  report*i,  orders,  correspondence, 
and  return,*  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  authorities  not  specially 
relating  to  the  matter  of  the  tirst  and  second  series. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  introduce  throughout  the 
volumes  of  the  different  series  illustrations  of  each  class  or  type  of 
vessels  referred  to,  in  order  to  preserve  the  identity  of  these  ships 
as  they  actually  appeared  during  the  war.  These  cutj*  have  beeu 
reproduced  either  from  photographs  of  the  vessels  themselves  or  from 
the  carefully  prepared  drawings  made  from  official  sources. 

Much  difficulty  has  been  found  in  collecting  the  records,  for,  while 
the  official  reporta  of  commanders  of  fleets  and  of  vessels  acting  singly 
are  on  file  in  the  Navy  Department,  it  is  found  that  the  correspond- 
ence between  flag-officers  and  their  subordinates  is  frequently  missing. 
Without  this  squadron  correspondence  iho  historical  value  of  the  work 
would  necessarily  be  impaired,  and  the  Department  therefore  has 
spared  no  pains  to  secure  the  letter  books  and  papers  of  the  chief 
actors  on  both  sides.  These  papers  have  for  the  most  part  been 
obtained,  and  they  have  l>een  copiously  used  in  the  compilation  of 
the  work.  The  reports  of  the  Union  commanders  are  full  and  fairly 
complete.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  the  Confederate  rec- 
ords are  not  equally  complete,  due  to  the  great  difficulty  found  in 
collecting  th,eni,  and  al»o  to  the  fact  that  a  large  part  of  the  archives 
of  the  Confedemte  Navy  Department  was  burned  at  the  close  of  the 
war.  Frequent  careful  searches  throughout  various  parts  of  the 
country,  conducted  by  a  special  agent  of  the  Department,  have 
brought  to  light  many  duplicates  of  these  papers,  found  among  the 
personal  files  of  participants.  It  is  hoped  that  the  publication  will 
revive  the  intei-est  of  participants  in  the  events  referred  to,  and  lead 
them  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  the  whereabouts  of  any 
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PREFACE.  IX 

papers  bearing  upon  naval  opemtions  in  the  civil  war  of  whicti  tbey 
may  have  knowledge. 

The  nineteenth  volume  of  the  records  (Series  I,  vol.  19),  which  has 
recently  been  published  by  the  Department,  gives  the  operations  of 
the  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  from  July  15, 1862,  to  March  14, 
1863.  The  present  volume  (Series  I,  vol.  20)  gives  the  operations  of 
the  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  from  March  15  to  December  31, 
1863. 

The  reports  and  correspondence  are  placed  chronologically,  with  a 
distinct  heading  for  every  paper.  In  the  record  of  events  in  which 
both  sides  took  part  the  Confederate  reports  (where  they  could  be 
obtained)  immediately  follow  the  Union  reports,  while  the  miscella- 
neous Confederate  correspondence  is  placed  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
Reference  to  the  table  of  contents  will  show  the  context  of  these  Con- 
federate papers.  It  is  believed  that  the  chronological  arrangement 
of  the  records,  in  connection  with  the  full  and  complete  index  to  each 
volume,  will  afford  ample  means  of  reference  to  its  contents  without 
other  subdivision  or  classification.  In  reports  of  special  or  single 
events,  in  which  the  papers  bear  specific  relation  to  those  events,  the 
chronological  order  has  been  somewhat  modified,  and  such  documents 
have  been  placed  together  in  the  compilation. 

Charles  W.  Stewart, 

Compiler. 
Navy  Department, 

Washington^  D.  C.,  Decembei^  1906. 

Note. — ^The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  law  governing  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  sets  comprising  the  publication  (act  of  Congress 
approved  July  31,  1894): 

*  *  *  Of  said  number,  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 
copies  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  twelve  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  one 
thousand  and  forty-eight  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  Department 
and  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  among  officers  of 
the  Navy  and  contributors  to  the  work.  The  quotas  herein  authorized 
of  said  publication  for  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  shall 
be  sent  Djr  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  such  libraries,  organizations, 
and  individuals  as  may  he  designated  by  the  Senators,  Representa- 
tives, and  Dele^tes  of  the  Fifty-third  Congress,  it  being  the  purpose 
of  this  distribution  herein  provided  for  to  place  these  records  in  public 
libraries,  and  with  permanent  organizations  having  libraries,  so  far  as 
such  libraries  may  exist  in  the  several  States  and  Territories.  Each 
Senator  shall  designate  not  exceeding  twenty-four  and  each  Repre- 
sentative and  Delegate  not  exceeding  nineteen  of  such  addresses,  and 
the  volumes  shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time,  as  they  are  pub- 
lished, until  the  publication  is  completed;  and  all  sets  that  may  not 
be  ordered  to  be  distributed  as  provided  herein  shall  be  sold  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  cost  of  publication,  with  ten  per  centum 
added  thereto,  and  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  slmll  be  covered  into  the 


Treasury.  If  two  or  more  wets  of  said  volmiiea  are  ordered  to  the  I 
same  address,  the  Secretary'  of  the  Nav}'  ^hall  inform  tbe  Senators, 
Representatives,  or  Delegates  who  have  designated  the  saoie,  who 
thereupon  may  designate  other  libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals. 
The  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy  shall  inform  distributees  at  wTiose  instance 
the  volumes  are  sent. 

The  following  joint  re.solution  regarding  the  distribution  of  the 
work  was  approved  January  30,  1896: 

Htnolved  by  th-e  Senate  and  Jloime  vf  Rem-t^entatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Con-grem  aiisemM-ed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navj'  l>e,  and  he  is  herebv,  authorized  and  directed  to  aenA  the  undis. 
tribut«d  copies  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion, 
both  of  the  Union  and  of  the  Confederate  navies,  to  such  libraiies, 
organizations,  and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  before  the  meet- 
ing of  tlie  next  Congress  by  the  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-fourth 
Congress  of  the  districts  whose  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-third 
Congress  failed  to  designate  the  distributees  of  their  quota  of  said 
Official  Records  or  any  part  thereof,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  July  thirty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-four, 
and  the  joint  resolution  approved  March  second,  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety-five,  to  the  extent  and  in  the  manner  ana  form  provided  in 
said  act. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  28, 
1896,  which  iiici-eased  tbe  edition  from  lf),O0()  to  11,(K10  copies: 

*  *  *  For  printing,  binding,  and  wrapping  one  thousand  addi- 
tional copies  of  series  one,  volumes  one,  two,  three,  and  four,  for  sup- 
plying officers  of  the  Navy  who  have  not  received  the  work,  two 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 
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BSRISS  I. 


1.  OpeialiaiiB  oflhe  enikn%  1081-1886. 


W«rt  toOlm  {Wtftm}  flqiHdiOB,  imdar  Aetbw  BauwJUImtna  Wf^km,  U.8.  N.,  18e2-18n. 
W^it  iDdta  (lljiiw)  SqpHidRn,  imdtt  Aeting  BcM^Admtiml  I^^ 


X.  apentionB  la  |te  GnU  of  Itadoo,  Jsmxary  to  June  7, 1881 

Smniider  of  tlie  FenMusola  Katj  Yard. 
Ooopemtloii  of  the  Natj  In  the  rdtef  of  Fort  PSckttDfl. 

a.  Opeiatioiui  on  the  Atlantic  CkNMit»  Juiiiary  to  May  18, 1881. 

CoopeiBtian  of  the  lleTy  In  the  elteBB^ti  to  xeUere  Jtort  Somter. 
Abeiid<miiieDt  end  deetrnetlon  of  the  Norfolk  Natj  Teid. 
Home  Sqnedran,  under  Fleg-OAoer  Fendeigmt,  U.  8.  N. 

4.  Operatione  on  the  Potomac  and  Bappahannock  Riven,  1881-^1888. 

POtcnHie  TlotUle,  nnder  Oonmiaider  Watd,  U.8.N.,  laSL 
FoConec  notfile,  nnder  Oniteln  CimTen,  U.  &  N.,  188L 
Potomeo  lloliUe,  under  lieutenant  Wjmen,  V,  8.  K.,  1W1-1M2. 
Potomee  flotilla,  under  Commodore  Harwood,  U.8.Nm  1862-18n. 
FOtomae  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Parker,  U.  8.  N.,  1868-1865. 

5.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Strlngham,  U.S.  N.,  May  18,  to  Sept. 28, 1861. 

West  India  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast.  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Naval  Defenaeti  of  Vliginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Barron,  C.  S.  N. 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear- Admiral  Goldsborough,  U.S.N..  1861-1862. 

Naval  defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  8.  N. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Wilkes,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.S.  N.,  1862-1864. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officers  Forrest  and  Mitchell,  C.  S.  N. 

•Naval  Defenses  Inland  Waters  of  North  Carolina,  under  Commander  Pinkney,  C.  8.  N. 

•  Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  8.  N. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.S.  N.,  1864-1865. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officers  Mitchell  and  Semmes,  C.  S.  N. 

•  Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  mnkney.  C.  8.  N. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Radford,  U.  S.  N.,  1866. 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear- Admiral  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  N.,  1861-1863. 

•  Naval  Defenses  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  under  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

•  Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Ingraham,  C.  8.  N. 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  8.  N.,  1863-1865. 

•  Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Tucker,  C.  8.  N. 
Naval  Defenses  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  under  Flag-Officers  Hunter  and  Tattnall,  C.  8.  N. 


•  The  Confederate  material  under  this  head  Is  very  scant  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  those  who 
have  any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Naval 
War  Beoorda,  Nary  Department,  Washington,  D.  C 
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6.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  C.  S.  N.,  1861. 
Oulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  N..  1861-1862. 

*  Mlasiasippi  River  Defenses,  under  FlagOfBcer  HoUins.  C.  S.  N. 

East  Qulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flog-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  N..  1862. 

East  Qulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear- Admiral  I^rdner,  U.  8.  N..  1862. 

Bast  Qulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  N..  ]H62-I8tV4. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Captain  Greene,  U.  8.  N.,  1864. 

East  Qulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  U.  S.  N..  1864>1865. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Farragtit,  U.  S.  N..  1862-1863. 

Mortar  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Porter,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

Lower  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  J.  K.  Mitchell,  C.  S.  N.,  1862. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Randolph,  C.  S.  N. 
Trans-Miss^issippi  Marine  Department,  under  Major  Leon  Smith,  C.  S.  A. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  N.  (ad  interim),  1863. 
West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  N.,  1864. 

^Mobile  Defenses,  under  Admiral  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 
West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Palmer.  U.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 
West  Qulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  N.,  1865. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Offlcer  Farrand,  C.  S.  N. 

7.  Operations  on  the  Western  Rivers,  1861-1865. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Commander  Rodgers,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 
Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag-Officer  Foote,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1882. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  N. 
Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag-Officer  Davis,  U.  8.  N.,  1862. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defense  Fleet,  under  Captain  Montgomery,  C.  S.  A. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  R.  F.  Hnkney,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 
Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 
Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Red  River,  Louisiana,  under  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Carter,  C.  S.  N. 

*  The  Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  those  who 
have  any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Naval 
War  Records,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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LIST   OF   UNITED   STATES   VESSELS    OF   WAB. 


UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR  SERVING  IN  THE  WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUAD- 
RON, MARCH  16  TO  DECEMBER  SI,  iM5— Continued. 


Name. 


Oflsipee 

Ovrasco 

Pampero 

Pembina 

Penguin 

Penobeeot 

Penaacola 

Plnola 

Pocahontas 

Port  Royal 

Portsmouth 

Potomac 

Preble 

Princess  Royal 

R.  R.  Cuyler 

Rachel  Seaman 

ReUef 

Richmond 

Sachem 

Sam  Houston 

Sarah  Bruen 

Sciota 

Sea  Foam 

Seminole 

Susquehanna 

Tennessee 

Vincennes 

Virginia 

William  G.  Anderson 
Winona  


Rate. 


Second. 
Fourth . 
Fourth  . 
"Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Second. 
Fourth  . 
Third... 
Third... 
Third... 
Second . 
Fourth  , 
Third... 
Third... 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Second. 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Third... 
First.... 
Third... 
Third... 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 
Fourth  . 


Tonnage. 


1.240 
607 

1,876 
607 
889 
607 

2,168 
607 
694 
806 
989 

1,708 
666 
828 

1,202 
803 
468 

1,929 
180 
66 
283 
507 
261 
801 

2.450 

1,275 
700 
681 
698 
607 


Class. 


Screw  steamer 

do 

Ship 

Screw  steamer 

....do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Side-wheel  steamer. 

Ship 

do 

do 

Screw  steamer 

do 

Mortar  schooner 

Storeship 

Screw  steamer 

do 

Schooner 

Mortar  schooner 

Screw  steamer 

Brlgantine 

Screw  steamer 

Side-wheel  st^uner. 

do 

Ship 

Screw  steamer 

Bark 

Screw  steamer 


Crew. 


141 

91 

50 

91 

71 

82 

269 

75 

173 

131 

161 

331 

65 

90 

116 

13 

51 

261 

62 

12 

35 

65 

35 

104 

264 

217 

162 

61 

102 

93 


Guns. 


18 


28 
4 

6 
8 

22 

84 

10 
7 

10 
2 
3 

22 
5 
1 
8 
8 
8 
9 

16 
6 

19 
7 
7 
4 


VESSELS  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  SQUADRON  THAT  COOPERATED  WITH  THE  WEST  GULF 
BLOCKADING  SQUADRON  DURING  THE  PERIOD  COVERED  BY  THIS  VOLUME. 


Nam«. 


Argosy 

Benton 

Black  Hawk.. 
Carondelet . . . 

Choctaw 

General  Prict> 

Ivy 

Lafayette 

Louisville 

Neoaho 

Pittsburg 

St.  Clair 

__« 


Kate. 

Fourth 

Third.. 

Third.. 

Third.. 

Third.. 

Fourth 

Fourth 

Third.. 

Fourth 

Third.. 

Third.. 

Fourth 


Tonnage. 

219 

1,000 

902 

612 

1.000 

683 

60 

1,000 

468 

623 

572 

203 


Cliuw. 


Hide-wheel  steamer. 
Ironclad  steamer. . . 
Side-wheel  steamer. 
Ironclad  steamer . . . 
Side- wheel  steamer. 

do 

do 

do 

Ironclad  steamer . . . 

do 

do 

Side- wheel  steamer. 


Crew. 

(rUUM. 

71 

8 

167 

16 

141 

11 

166 

11 

106 

7 

77 

3 

(•) 

(t) 

210 

12 

186 

18 

72 

2 

123 

12 

66 

6 

VESSELS  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  MARINE  BRIGADE  (ELLET  RAM  FLEET)   MENTIONED 

IN  THIS  VOLUME. 


Autocrat 

Lancaster 

Queen  of  the  West 
Switzerland 


(t) 
Fourth 
F6urth 
Fourth 


(t) 


400 
400 
400 


Flagship 
Ram.... 

do.. 

....do.. 


(*) 
(•) 
(•) 
(•) 


*  No  rolls. 


t.Not  found. 


C^LEi^D^R. 

1863. 

MARCH. 

AUGUST. 

.'Son. 

IL 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat 

Son. 

K. 

T. 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

18 

14 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

29 

30 

31 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

-  • 

30 

31      .. 

APRIL. 

j          SEPTEMBER. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

27 

28 

29 

1 

30 

MAY. 

2 

OCTOBER. 

1 

1 

.. 

1 

2 

3 

3 

4 

6 

6 

n 
1 

8 

9       4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16      11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

18 

19  i  20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

31 

-    • 

1 

5 

1 

1 

-  - 

-  - 

1 

JUNE. 

^ 

JOVEMBEF 

I. 

1 

2       3 

4 

6  ii     1 

2 

3  i    4 

5 

6 

7 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

8. 

.    9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

28 

29 

30 

1 
1 

1 

--  ! 

29 

30 

A      ^ 

« 

JULY. 

DECEMBER. 

_ 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

1 
3       4 

5 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11       6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

..  J  27 

1  . 

28 

29 

30 

31 

XV 
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WEST  GULF  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


FEOM  KAECH  15  TO  DECEMBEE  31,  1863. 


Operations  above  Port  Hudsofu  March  15  to  May  6^  1863. 

[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 
Below  Warrento7t^  Miss.^  March  19 ^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  the  Hartford  and  Albatross  passed  the 
rebel  batteries  at  Port  Hudson  during  the  night  of  the  14th  instant,  with 
the  loss  of  2  men  killed  and  2  wounded.  The  other  vessels  did  not 
pass,  from  some  cause  which  is  as  yet  unknown  to  me.  I  learn  from 
rebel  papers  that  the  Mississippi  ^9^  destroyed. 

At  Grand  Gulf  a  rebel  battery  of  four  rifled  pieces  eneaged  us  this 
morning  ^19th),  but  we  passed  up,  losing  2  men  killed  and  6  wounded. 
We  arrived  off  Warrenton  at  4  p.  m.  this  day. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.,  Washington.,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Bear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  movements  of  the  flagship  above 

Port  Hudson. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Behnn  Warrenton^  Mlss.^  March  19 ^  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant  we  dropped  down  the  river 
to  nearly  within  range  of  the  Port  Hudson  batteries,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  if  it  was  possible  to  communicate  across  the  peninsula, 
as  1  had  an  army  signal  officer  on  board  for  that  purpose,  but  we  could 
see  nothing  from  the  mastheads.  I  tired  three  signal  guns,  as  agreed 
upon  with  Genenil  Banks,  to  notify  him  of  our  safe  passage,  and  we 

Eroceeded  on  up  to  the  mouth  of  Red  River,  whither  the  rebel  steamers 
ad  all  preceded  me. 

I  arrived  off  Red  River  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  and  remained 
there  during  the  da}^  exercising  the  crew  at  target  practice.  The 
next  morning  (17th)  I  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  to  Natchez, 
where  I  anchored  for  the  night,  tore  down  a  portion  of  the  telegraph 
communicating  between  that  place  and  Port  Hudson,  and  sent  a  dis- 
patch (A)  to  the  mayor  by  the  hand  of  Captain  Jenkins.  On  the  follow- 
ing morning  (18th)  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  to  within  a  few 
miles  of  Grand  Gulf  and  anchored  for  tne  night. 
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This  morning  (19th)  got  underway,  and  at  7  a.  m.  we  were  fired 
upon  by  a  battery  of  four  guns  (rifled)  from  a  cliflf  at  Grand  Gulf;  we 
engaged  this  battery  and  continued  the  action  until  we  had  passed  up 
out  of  range. 

Our  losses  were  2  men  killed  and  6  wounded.  I  herewith  enclose  the 
fleet  surgeon's  report  (B).  This  is  the  only  battery  we  have  encoun- 
tered in  our  passage  from  Port  Hudson. 

About  10  miles  above  Grand  Gulf  we  saw  the  wreck  of  the  Indian' 
ola^  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river.  She  was  partially  submerged, 
and  her  upper  works  appear  to  have  been  very  much  shattered  by  an 
explosion,  although  there  is  still  much  valuable  iron  on  her,  which 
will  be  probably  taken  by  the  rebels,  as  I  understand  an  individual 
has  contracted  with  the  Confederate  Government  to  raise  her. 
I  anchored  to-day  at  4  p.  m.  a  few  miles  below  Warrenton,  Miss. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Adiniral, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secret<iry  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 
Off  Natchez,  Miss,,  March  17,  1863. 

Sir:  I  trust  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  remind  you  of  my  desire  to 
avoid  the  necessity  of  punishing  the  innocent  for  the  guilty,  and  to 
express  to  you  the  hope  that  the  scene  of  firing  on  the  United  States 
boats  will  not  be  repeated  by  either  the  lawless  people  of  Natchez  or 
by  the  guerrilla  forces;  otherwise  I  shall  be  compelled  to  do  the  act 
most  repugnant  to  my  feelings  by  firing  on  your  town  in  defense  of 
my  people  and  the  honor  of  my  flag. 
I  shall  be  most  happv  to  see  his  honor  the  ma>^or  on  board. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Hear- Admiral.  - 
His  honor  the  Mayor  of  Natchez,  Miss. 


Flagship  Hartford,  Ma/rch  19,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  casualties  on  board 
this  ship  during  the  engagement  with  the  batteries  in  passing  Grand 
Gulf  this  mornmg,  viz: 

Killed. — Charles  Sweeney,  landsman,  shot  in  head;  Dennis  Driscoll, 
landsman,  shot  in  abdomen. 

Wounded. — William  Brown,  seaman,  arm,  sli^htlv;  James  Robbins, 
landsman,  knee,  slightly;  John  Brown,  marine,  head,  slightly;  Michael 
Corcoran,  marine,  shoulder,  slightly;  William  Luther,  landsman,  head, 
slightly;  Patrick  Cook,  maiine,  side,  slightl)^ 

Total,  2  killed,  6  wounded. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  FOLTZ, 

FUet  Surgeon. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gvlf  Blockadiiig  Squadron. 


WEST   GULF    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON.  5 

[Tel^ram.] 

Cairo,  III.  ,  It  arch  ^4  1863. 

Just  received  communication  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese, 
dated  Bluck  Hawk^  March  20. 

The  IlaHford  is  below  Warren  ton.  Admiral  Farragut's  secretary 
came  on  board  this  morning,  en  route  to  Admiral  Porter.  It  will  take 
him  a  week  at  least  to  communicate  and  get  back.  He  says  that  the 
Hartford  passed  the  fort.  The  others  were  repulsed,  and  one  they 
saw  in  flames.  It  is  believed  that  the  Mississippi  was  the  sliip 
destroyed. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 
FUet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Beer-Admiral  Farragat,  IT.  8.  Kavy,  to  Mejor-General  Grant,  U.  8.  Army, 

regarding  the  breaking  up  of  the  Bed  Biver  trade. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 
Below  Vicksburg,  [March  20\  1863. 

Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  to  you,  by  the  hand  of  my  secretary,  a 
dispatch  from  Major-General  N.  P.  Banks.  It  was  sent  up  to  me  tlie 
evening  I  was  to  pass  the  batteries  at  Port  Hudson. 

Having  learned  that  the  enemy  had  the  Red  River  trade  open  to 
Vicksburgand  Port  Hudson  and  that  two  of  the  gunboats  of  the  upper 
fleet  had  been  captured,  1  determined  to  pass  up  and,  if  possible, 
recapture  the  boats  and  stop  the  Red  River  trade,  and  this  1  can  do 
most  eflfectually  if  I  can  obtain  from  Rear- Admiral  Porter  or  yourself 
coal  for  my  vessels.  By  my  trip  up  the  river  I  have  ])oeome  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  enemy's  forces  on  the  banks  and  his  boati^  in  the 
adjacent  waters. 

1  shall  be  most  happy  to  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  moment  to  have 
a  consultation  with  yourself  and  Rear-Adminil  Porter  as  to  the  assist- 
ance I  can  render  you  at  this  place;  and  if  none,  then  I  will  return  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Red  River  and  carry  out  my  oric^inal  designs. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Fauragut, 

Rear- Admiral. 

Major-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commandmg  U.  S.  For('ej<^  Vickshurg. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Major-Oeneral  Grant,  IT.  8.  Army,  making 

statement  of  poBition," force,  and  plans. 

Hdqrs.  Deparoient  of  the  Gulf,  19th  Army  Corps, 

Baton  lioitgr^  March  //,  1SG3, 

General:  Anticipating  the  success  of  Admiral  Farragut's  proposed 
attempt  to  run  the  enem3'-8  batteries  at  Port  Hudson  and  to  open 
communication  with  you,  1  will  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to 
give  you  a  statement  of  our  position,  force,  and  intentions. 
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We  have  at  Baton  Rouge  a  force  of  about  17,000  eflfective  infantry 
and  one  ne^o  regiment,  one  regiment  of  heavy^  artillery,  with  six 
light  batteries,  one  20-pounder  battery,  a  dismounted  company  of 
artillery,  and  ten  companies  of  cavalry,  of  which  eight  are  newly 
i*aised  and  hardly  to  be  counted  on.  Of  this  three  regiments  of 
infantry,  the  heavy  artillery,  meaning  the  siege  train,  the  dismounted 
artillery,  and  one  company  of  cavalry  will  remain  at  Baton  Rouge. 

Leaving  this  force  to  hold  the  position  of  Baton  Rouge,  we  march 
to-day  upon  Port  Hudson  by  the  Bayou  Sara  road  to  make  a  demon- 
stration upon  that  work  for  the  purpose  of  cooperating  in  the  move- 
ment of  the  fleet. 

The  best  information  we  have  of  the  enemy's  force  places  it  at 
25,000  or  30,000.  This  and  his  position  precludes  the  idea  of  an 
assault  upon  our  part,  and  accordingly  the  main  object  of  the  present 
movement  is  a  diversion  in  favor  of  the  Navy,  but  we  shall  of  course 
avail  ourselves  of  any  advantage  which  occasion  mav  offer. 

Should  the  admiral  succeed  in  his  attempt,  I  shall  try  to  open  com- 
munication with  him  on  the  other  side  of  the  river;  and  in  that  event 
trust  I  shall  hear  from  you  as  to  your  position  and  movements,  and 
especially  as  to  your  views  of  the  most  efficient  mode  of  cooperation 
upon  the  part  of  the  forces  we  respectively  command. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major-  General^  Commanding. 

Major-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 


Letter  from  Bear- Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  8.  Kavy,  to  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Kavy, 

requesting  an  interview. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford,  [March  W]^  1863. 

Dear  Admiral  :  Having  learned  by  the  secesh  papers  that  two  of 
your  vessels  had  gone  down  the  river  and  had  been  captured  by  the 
enemy's  gun  and  river  boats,  thus  putting  it  out  of  j'our  power  to  pre- 
vent the  supplies  from  Red  River  to  rort  Hudson,  beside  the  evils 
arising  from  having  an  ironclad,  the  Indianola,  to  act  against  us,  Ideter- 
mined  to  attempt  to  pass  the  batteries  at  Port  Hudson,  come  up, 
destroy  or  recapture  the  boats  you  had  lost,  and  blockade  Red  River. 
It  appears,  however,  that  the  fates  were  against  me,  for  my  other  ves- 
sels were  beaten  back  and  the  Mississippi  was  destroj^ed.  1  have  there- 
fore come  up  to  consult  with  you,  to  see  if  I  can  obtain  coal  for  my 
vessels  from  you,  and  if  I  can  be  of  greater  assistance  to  yourself  and 
the  commanding  general  b}'-  remaining  here  than  by  returning  to  the 
mouth  of  Red  River,  which  we  will  settle  upon  by  consultation. 

I  will  be  most  happy  to  see  you,  or  to  learn  your  views  in  any  way 
most  agreeable  to  yourself. 

very  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Ad/fmral. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Western  Flotilla. 


WEST    GULF    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON.  7 

Letter  from  Major-Ooneral  Grmnt,  IT.  8.  Army,  to  Bear-Admiral  Farragnt,  IT.  8.  Kavy, 
referring  to  the  absence  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter  in  the  Tazoo  Biver. 

March  21,  1863. 

Admiral:  Hearing  nothing  from  Admiral  Porter,!  have  determined 
to  send  you  a  barge  of  coal  from  here.  The  barge  will  be  cast  adrift 
from  the  upper  end  of  the  canal  at  10  o'clock  to- night.  Troops  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  point  will  be  on  the  lookout,  and  should  tne  barge 
run  into  the  eddy,  will  start  it  adrift  again. 

Admiral  Porter  is  now  in  Deer  Creek,  or  possibly  in  the  Yazoo, 
below  Yazoo  City.  I  hope  to  hear  from  him  this  evening.  As  soon  as 
I  do  I  will  prepare  dispatches  for  General  Banks  and  forward  them 
to  you. 

1  have  sent  a  force  into  the  Yazoo  River  by  the  way  of  Yazoo  Pass. 
Hearing  of  this  force  at  Green  wood,  Miss.^  and  hearing  that  the  enemy 
were  detaching  a  large  force  from  Vicksburg  to  go  and  meet  them, 
determined  Admiral  Porter  to  attempt  to  get  gunboats  in  the  rear  of 
the  enemy.  I  hope  to  hear  of  the  success  of  this  enterprise  soon. 
I  am,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  Grant, 
Major-  Oeneral. 

Admiral  Farragut,  Z7.  S,  NoAyy. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Grant,  IT.  8.  Army,  to  Bear-Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  8.  Kavy, 

regarding  the  furnishing  of  coal. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

Before  Vicksburg,  March  22,  1863. 

Admiral:  I  regret  that  Admiral  Porter  has  not  been  here  to  answer 
your  communications.  On  the  subject  of  your  communication  in 
regard  to  furnishing  coal,  it  can  always  be  supplied  either  by  the 
admiral  or  myself,  supposing  that  it  can  be  successfully  floated  past 
the  batteries  at  Vicksburg. 

It  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance  to  cut  off  trade  with  the  Red 
River  country.  I  do  not  know  what  Admiral  Porter  would  suggest 
if  he  were  here,  but  I  think  he  might  possibly  spare  one  or  more  of 
his  rams. 

I  have  not  heard  whether  the  barge  of  coal  started  to  you  last  night 
reached  its  destination  or  not.  Hoping  that  this  coal  reached  3^ou  all 
right,  I  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  Grant, 
Major-  General. 
Admiral  Farragut, 

Comi  nun  ding  Gulf  Squadron, 


Letter  from  Bear- Admiral  Farragnt,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  Major-Oeneral  Grant,  U.  8.  Army, 

regarding  constrnotion  of  a  battery  at  Warrenton,  Misi. 

Flagship  Hartford,  March  22,  1863, 

General:  I  am  most  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  coal  barge 
arrived  safely  and  we  are  now  coaling  fromlier.  She  is  much  larger 
than  our  necessities  required,  but  it  is  a  good  fault  and  we  will  carry 
her  down  with  us. 
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I  see  the  enemy  is  building  a  very  formidable  casemated  work  at 
Warrenton.  I  fired  at  it  yesterday  coming  up,  but  I  think  did  it  little 
or  no  injury.  I  see  they  are  at  work  on  it  again  and  shall  interrupt 
them  to-day  with  an  ot^casional  shot  or  shell  to  prevent  their  annoying 
me  on  my  way  down,  but  if  you  think  proper  to  make  a  little  expedi- 
tion over  that  way  to  destroy  it,  my  two  vessels  will  be  at  your  serv- 
ice as  long  as  I  am  here.  On  my  way  down  I  shall  pass  close  to  it  and 
do  my  best  to  destroy  it,  but  1  suppose  that  will  not  amount  to  much, 
as  the}"  will  soon  be  able  to  repair  the  damages.  They  do  not  appear 
to  have  any  amount  of  armed  force  there,  but  quite  an  extensive  work- 
ing force,  which  I  have  just  ordered  a  gunboat  down  to  break  up. 

1  will  be  happy  to  receive  your  dispatch  for  General  Banks,  xhere 
are  no  other  batteries  between  this  place  and  Red  River  except  Grand 
Gulf,  where  they  have  four  20  and  30  pounder  Parrott  guns,  and  they 
annoyed  us  very  much  coming  up.  There  are  no  steamers  on  the 
Mississippi  River  between  here  and  Red  River,  or  were  not  when  I 
came  up,  and  if  they  have  come  out  since,  I  will  have  them  below  me 
when  I  go  down,  so  that  if  Admiral  Porter  wishes  to  send  down  any 
of  his  boats,  he  will  know  what  they  will  have  to  contend  with. 

I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  your  politeness,  and  remain, 
I  our  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut. 

General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  IL  S,  Anny^  Vicksburg. 

If  you  wish  to  send  over  a  force  to  break  up  Warrenton,  these 
vessels  will  be  at  your  service  w^hile  we  remain  here. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  F. 


Letter  from  Major-Oeneral  Grant,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Major-Oeneral  Banki,  U.  8.  Army, 

regarding  operationi  in  Tazoo  Biver. 

Before  Vicksburg,  March  22^  1863. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  13th  instant,  per  Admiral  Farragut, 
was  duly  received. 

The  continuous  high  water  and  the  nature  of  the  country  almost 
precluding  the  possibility  to  land  a  force  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi anvwhere  above  Vicksburg,  has  induced  the  hope  that  you 
would  be  able  to  take  Port  Hudson  and  move  up  to  Black  River.  By 
the  use  of  your  transports  I  could  send  you  all  the  force  you  woul^i 
require. 

Finding  the  canal  commenced  here  last  summer  by  General  Thomas 
Williams,  I  have  prosecuted  that  work,  and  would  before  this  have  had 
it  completed  to  the  width  of  60  feet  but  for  the  heav}^  rise  in  the  river 
breaking  in  the  dam  across  the  upper  end.  It  is  exceedingly  doubtful 
if  this  canal  can  be  made  of  any  practical  use,  even  if  completed.  The 
enemy  have  established  a  battcrv  of  heavy  guns  opposite  the  mouth 
of  the  canal,  completely  commanding  it  for  one-half  its  length. 

Soon  after  takmj^  command  here  I  conceived  the  idea  of  getting 

gDssession  of  the  \  azoo  River  by  the  way  of  Moon  Lake  and  Yazoo 
ass.  Five  gimboats  were  furnished  for  this  expedition,  and  1  sent  in 
addition  a  division  of  troops,  to  which  has  since  been  added  consider- 
able reinforcements.  This  enterprise  promised  most  fairly,  but  for 
some  cause  our  troops  delayed  so  as  to  give  the  enemy  time  to  fortify. 
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My  last  information  from  this  command  was  to  the  17th.  They 
were  at  Greenwood,  on  the  Yazoo,  a  fortified  place,  and  had  aimndoned 
all  idea  of  getting  past  until  they  could  receive  additional  ordnance 
stores.  By  a  prompt  movement  1  azoo  City  could  have  been  captured 
without  opposition. 

Admiral  Porter,  with  five  gunboats,  and  Major-General  Sherman, 
with  a  division  of  troops,  are  now  attempting  to  get  into  the  Yazoo  by 
way  of  Steele's  Bavou,  Black  Bayou,  Deer  Creek,  Rolling  Fork,  and 
the  Sunflower.  They  got  in  as  far  as  Deer  Creek  without  any  great 
difficulty,  but  I  fear  a  failure  of  getting  farther. 

This  experiment  failing,  there  is  nothing  left  for  me  but  to  collect 
all  my  strength  and  attack  Haynes'  Bluflf.  This  will  necessarily  be 
attended  with  much  loss,  but  I  think  it  can  be  done. 

The  best  aid  you  can  give  me,  if  you  can  not  pass  Port  Hudson,  will 
be  to  hold  as  many  of  the  enemy  there  as  possible.  If  they  could  be 
sent  I  could  well  spare  you  one  army  corps  to  enable  you  to  get  up 
the  river.  My  effective  force,  including  all  arms,  will  be  between 
60,000  and  70,000,  if  I  bring  all  from  Memphis  that  can  be  spared  in 
an  emergency. 

An  attack  on  Haynes'  Bluff  can  not  possibly  take  place  under  two 
weeks,  if  so  soon.  My  forces  are  now  scattered,  ana  the  difficulty  of 
getting  transportation  is  very  great.  ^ 

U.  S.  Grant. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Major-Oeneral  Grant,  U.  S.  Army, 

referring  to  the  blockade  of  Bed  River. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 
BeUm  Vickaburg^  March  ^^,  18GS. 

General:  I  have  just  received  your  several  communications  and  one 
for  General  Banks,  which  I  hope  to  be  able  to  convey  to  him  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days,  as  I  will  probably  leave  here  to-morrow  or  the 
next  day  at  furthest. 

I  regret  that  I  did  not  see  Admiml  Porter,  as  he  no  doubt  would 
have  sent  down  at  least  two  of  General  Ellet's  mms.  The  two  rams 
and  one  ironclad  would  make  the  blockade  of  Red  River  complete. 
There  are  only  two  boats  fitted  as  rams,  the  Qiieen  of  the  We^it  and  the 
Wtbb,  There  are  also  the  Beatty^  and  another  river  boat  fitted  with 
cotton  bales,  for  the  purpose  of  boarding  our  gunboats,  but  carry  no 
guns.  The  Wehh  is  at  Alexandria  repairing,  and  the  Queen  oftlie  AVest 
is  now  in  the  Atchafalaya.  The  moment  we  have  the  mouth  of  the 
river  they  transport  all  their  provisions  for  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hud- 
son across  the  river  to  Angola  Place,  and  then  they  travel  up  to  this 
place  by  land.  I  had  hoped  to  have  sufficient  force  not  to  have  dis- 
turbed the  udmiral,  but  as  my  vessels  failed  to  get  past  Port  Hudson 
(in  fact  I  know  one  was  burned,  and  I  find  it  reported  that  another  was 
sunk,  but  this  last  1  do  not  believe),  my  services  are  so  important  below 
that  1  shall  be  compelled  to  return  to  New  Orleans  and  the  coast  very 
soon.  I  still  cherish  the  hope  that  I  will  find  some  one  of  my  gallant 
fellows  at  the  mouth  of  Red  Riv^er,  which  will  enable  me  to  leave  soon. 
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I  know  that  General  Banks  does  not  think  that  he  has  sufficient  force 
to  attack  Port  Hudson  with  any  chance  of  success. 

Wishing  you  every  success  in  your  difficult  operations,  I  again  tender 
you  my  thanks  and  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut. 
Major-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Tenn^see, 


Letter  ftrom  Lieutenant-Commander  Breeie,  U.  S.  Kavy,  to  Bear- Admiral  Poster,  IT.  8.  Kavy, 

regarding  the  ram  fleet 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  March  22^  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  Captain  Walke  has  just  come  up.  He  says  General  EUet 
sent  for  him  to  come  and  see  him;  that  he  had  dispatches,  etc.  He 
talks  very  large,  from  what  Walke  says,  and  implies  a  command  of 
the  river  fleet  with  his.  Farragut  is  anxious  for  a  ram  or  two,  etc. 
Walke  wants  to  know  whether  he  has  any  right  to  order  these  rams. 
I  tell  him,  yes.  I  think  you  had  better  settle  General  EUet's  powers 
over  the  rams  as  soon  as  possible.  He  has  the  Lancaster  bringing  up 
his  rear. 

Yours,  in  haste, 

K.  R.  Breese, 
Lieutenant'  Commandej\ 
[Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter.] 


Letter  ftrom  Bear-Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  8.  Kavy,  to  Commander  Walke,  IT.  8.  Navy, 
regarding  the  attempted  inppreision  of  Bed  Biver  trade. 

Just  below  Vicksburg, 
{^After passage  of  Po74  Hudson  hatter ies)^  [ ,  186S\. 

Sir:  I  was  not  aware  until  I  received  the  friendly  note  of  Lieuten- 
ant-Commander Breese  that  j^ou  were  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Western  Flotilla  above  Vicksburg.  I  supposed  when  I  wrote  that 
Admiral  Poiter  was  there,  and  1  regret  that  my  secretary  should  have 
deemed  it  his  duty  to  take  my  communication  up  the  river  to  the 
admiral.  My  great  wants  are,  first,  force,  and  secondly,  coal,  and  my 
only  means  of  obtaining  them  are  through  the  admiral  or  General 
Grant.  The  failure  of  the  other  vessels  of  the  fleet  to  come  by  Port 
Hudson  has  left  me  with  only  this  ship  and  the  Albatross  to  command 
the  river  from  below  Vicksburg  to  Port  Hudson,  and  any  time  I  pass 
Grand  Gulf  it  will  be  under  a  heavy  fire.  We  lost  2  killed  and  several 
wounded  in  coming  up.  Now,  had  we  one  or  two  of  the  General 
Ellet  rams  we  would  be  able  to  cut  oflf  all  intercourse  between  Red 
River  and  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson.  They  could  catch  the  boats 
by  purauing  where  we  could  not  and  be  protected  by  their  guns.  The 
principal  cause  of  my  visit  up  the  river  was  to  stop  this  Red  River 
trade  and  recapture  the  boats.  I  drove  every  steamer  before  me  into 
Red  River  from  Port  Hudson.  They  will  no  doubt  be  out  again  as  soon 
as  they  learn  that  we  are  up  here,  but  I  will  be  likely  to  catch  them- 
down  the  river  when  I  return,  which  will  be  the  moment  I  find  out  if 
I  can  or  can  not  get  coal  conveyed  to  us  down  the  river  or  through  the 
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canal  to  this  point.     You  will  oblige  me  by  informing  me  of  the  pros- 
pect I  have  of  obtaining  a  supply  of  coal  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut. 
Commander  Walke, 

TI.  S.  Gunboat  Lafayette, 


Xztraeti  from  letter*  from  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  8.  Kavy,  to  Bear-Admiral 

farragut,  IT.  S.  Kavy. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 
U.  S.  S.  Cincinnati,  Deer  Creek,  March  22,  1863. 

My  Dear  Admiral:  I  am  too  glad  to  receive  a  communication  from 
you,  for  we  have  had  all  kinds  of  reports;  above  all,  though  I  regret 
that  the  want  of  judgment  and  positive  disobedience  of  orders  of  Cap- 
tain Brown  should  have  been  the  cause  of  your  present  position.  Had 
he  obeyed  me  Red  River  would  have  been  sealed  hermetically.  You 
have  had  some  affairs  in  your  own  squadron  similar  to  the  Indianola 
affair,  causing  equally  painful  results.  1  will  do  all  I  can  to  send  you 
coal,  etc. 

I  would  not  attempt  to  run  the  batteries  at  Vicksbur^  if  1  were  you; 
it  won't  pay,  and  you  can  be  of  no  service  up  here  at  this  moment. 

Your  services  at  Red  River  will  be  a  godsend;  it  is  worth  to  us  the 
loss  of  the  Mississipvl  at  this  moment  and  the  severest  blow  that 
could  be  struck  at  tne  South.  They  obtain  all  their  supplies  and 
ammunition  in  that  way. 

March  26,  1863. 

In  relation  to  the  Switzerland,  keep  her  with  you,  and  please  make 
the  commander  understand  that  she  is  under  yourcommand,  or  he  will 
^o  off  on  a  cruise  somewhere  before  you  know  it  and  then  get  the  ship 
into  trouble. 

She  is  a  formidable  ship  as  a  ram,  but  1  would  never  expect  to  see 
her  again  if  she  got  out  of  your  sight. 

I  got  them  past  the  batteries  witnout  a  hurt,  and  I  would  have  done 
the  same  with  the  Lancaster  and  Switzerland  had  1  been  here.  I  would, 
with  great  pleasure,  give  you  one  or  two  ironclads,  but  1  have  none 
that  are  fit  tor  service  just  now,  and  the  light  at  Haynes'  Bluff  must 
come  off  soon.  The  Ou^en  of  tKeWei<t  or  the  ]rW>J  would  walk  right 
through  these  ironclads,  while  a  ram  would  keep  them  in  check. 

They  say  the  rebels  have  the  Indianola s  ^w\^i^\  can  you  ascertain  if 
such  is  the  fact?     At  low  water  the  whole  thing  will  be  exposed. 

It  will  be  an  object  for  you  to  remain  at  Red  River  as  long  as  possi- 
ble, and  I  hope  you  will  do  so.  It  is  death  to  these  people;  they  get 
all  their  supplies  from  there. 

I  am  making  preparations  to  send  provisions  down  to  you,  and  will 
let  you  know  when  they  are  coming. 
Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Acting  Reur- Admiral,  Commanding  JIl,s.si.s.sijjpi  Squadrfm, 

Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut. 


r 
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FBOM  KABCH  15  TO  DECEMBEE  31,  1863. 


Operations  above  Port  Hudson^  March  15  to  May  6^  1863. 

[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 
Below  Warrento7i^  Miss.^  March  19^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  tx)  report  that  the  Hartford  2indi  Albatross  passed  the 
rebel  batteries  at  Port  Hudson  during  the  night  of  the  14:th  instant,  with 
the  lass  of  2  men  killed  and  2  wounded.  The  other  vessels  did  not 
pass,  from  some  cause  which  is  as  yet  unknown  to  me.  I  learn  from 
rebel  papers  that  the  Mississippi  wbs  destroyed. 

At  Grand  Gulf  a  rebel  battery  of  four  rifled  pieces  engaged  us  this 
morning  ^19th),  but  we  passed  up,  losing  2  men  killed  and  6  wounded. 
We  arrived  oflf  Warrenton  at  4  p.  m.  this  day. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.,  Washingt^m^  D.  C. 


Beport  of  Bear-Adxniral  Farragut,  IT.  8.  Navy,  regarding  movementB  of  the  flagship  ahove 

Fort  HndBon. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Below  Warrenton^  Jfiss,,  March  19,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  15th  insbint  we  dropped  down  the  river 
to  nearly  within  range  of  the  Port  Hudson  batteries,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  if  it  was  possible  to  communicate  across  the  peninsula, 
as  1  had  an  army  signal  officer  on  board  for  that  purpose,  but  we  could 
see  nothing  from  the  mastheads.  I  fired  three  signal  guns,  as  agreed 
upon  with  General  Banks,  to  notify  him  of  our  safe  passage,  and  we 

Eroceeded  on  up  to  the  mouth  of  Red  River,  whither  the  rebel  steamers 
ad  all  preceded  me. 

I  arrived  ofl[  Red  River  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  and  remained 
there  during  the  day,  exercising  the  crew  at  target  practice.  The 
next  morning  (17th)  I  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  to  Natchez, 
where  I  anchored  for  the  night,  tore  down  a  portion  of  the  telegraph 
communicating  between  that  place  and  Port  Hudson,  and  sent  a  dis- 
patch (A)  to  the  mayor  by  the  hand  of  Captain  Jenkins.  On  the  follow- 
ing morning  (18th)  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  to  within  a  few 
miles  of  Grand  Gulf  and  anchored  for  the  night. 

3 
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Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Farragnt,  IT.  8.  Kavy,  to  Major-General  Orant,  IT.  8.  Army, 

regarding  cooperation  against  Warrenton  batteries. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 
Bdmc  Vickshurg^  March  23^  1863. 

Dear  General:  1  have  just  received  your  communication  of  this 
date  and  am  most  happy  to  find  that  you  concur  in  opinion  with  me  as 
to  the  necessity  for  destroying  the  casemated  battery  now  near  com- 
pletion at  Warrenton. 

I  gave  it  a  good  shelling  to-day,  and  will  be  ready  to  act  in  concert 
with  your  troops  and  afford  every  facility  in  my  power  whenever  they 
are  ready.  I  will  cover  the  landing,  and  in  case  the  ram  Switzerl<ind 
comes  down  in  time  she  will  be  best  suited  to  land  the  troops,  but  in 
case  the  ram  does  not  get  down  in  time  the  Albatross  will  do  it.  I  beg 
to  assure  you,  in  conclusion,  that  it  will  always  afford  me  great  pleasure 
to  cooperate  with  you  in  any  undertaking  for  the  common  good  of  our 
common  country. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farraglt. 

Major-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding^  opposite  Vickshurg. 


Letter  fi-om  Brigadier-Oeneral  EUet,  U.  8.  Armj,  to  Captain  Walke,  IT.  8.  Kavy,  regarding 

cooperation. 

Headquarters  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 

Flagship  Autocrat^  March  2^,^  1803, 

Caitain:  I  have  received  a  written  communication  from  Admiral 
Farragut  in  which  he  informs  me  that  he  had  requested  from  Admiml 
Porter  an  ironclad  gunboat  and  two  rams,  to  enable  him  to  hold  the 
river  between  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson.  In  consequence  of  the 
failure  to  get  the  fleet  a])ove  that  point,  he  is  entirely  too  weak  to 
accomplish  this  ^reat  object  unaided.  It  is  my  purpose  to  send  past 
the  batteries  to-night,  in  compliance  with  this  request,  the  Switzerland 
and  Lancaster^  and  shall  be  glad,  if  you  conclude  to  send  a  gunboat, 
to  be  informed,  that  we  may  act  in  concert. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Alfred  \V.  Ellet, 

Brigadier'  General, 


Letter  from  Captain  Walke,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  EUet,  U.  8.  Army,  regretting 

inabiUty  to  tend  an  ironclad  with  the  rami. 

U.  S.  S.  Lafayette, 
Above  Vicksburg^  March  2^^  1863, 

General:  I  regret  that  I  can  not,  under  present  circumstances,  send 
or  accompany  the  ASwitzerlandtrnd  Lancaster  to-nlglit  with  an  ironclad, 
as  you  propose,  but  with  a  hearty  good  will  and  sincere  prayer  for 
their  success,  I  am. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 
Captain^  United  States  Xat*y, 

Brigadier-General  Alfred  W.  Ellet. 
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Order  of  Brigadier-General  EUet,  U.  S.  Armj,  to  Colonel  EUet,  U.  8.  Armj,  to  report  to 
Bear-Admiral  Farragnt  with  the  rams  Lancaster  and  Switzerland. 

Headquarters  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 
Flagship  Autocrat^  above  Viclcshurg^  March  ^^,  186S, 

Colonel:  Yoii  will  proceed  in  command  of  the  rams  Switzerland 
and  Lancaster  to  pass  the  batteries  above  Vicksburg  to-night  and 
report  to  Admiral  Farragut  below. 

Take  every  precaution  to  prevent  lights  being  seen  on  your  boats 
during  the  passage  down.  Take  otily  men  enough  to  run  the  boats. 
Have  the  yawls  on  the  starboard  guards  for  instant  use  in  case  of 
necessity,  and  hang  knotted  ropes  from  either  side  to  the  water's  edge, 
to  which  men  could  hang  to  avoid  steam. 

You  will  not,  in  the  event  that  either  boat  is  disabled,  attempt,  under 
fire  of  the  batteries,  to  help  her  off  with  the  other  boat,  but  will  run 
on  down,  it  being  of  primary  importance  that  one  boat  at  least  should 
get  safely  by. 

The  purpose  for  which  you  are  sent  below  is  to  assist  in  keeping 
j>ossession  of  the  river  between  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  and  cut- 
ting off  the  enemy's  communication  with  and  supplies  from  Ked  River 
and  its  tributaries,  and  to  aid  in  repelling  the  rebel  rams  and  cotton- 
clad  steamers  if  they  should  attack  Admiral  Farragut's  vessels.  You 
will  afford  all  the  aid  in  your  power  to  the  military  force  which  will 
attack  Warrenton  to-morrow.  Report  to  me  by  every  convenient 
opportunity. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  W.  Ellet, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 

Colonel  Charles  R.  Ellet, 

Commanding  Ham  FUet, 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  EUet,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Major-General  Grant,  announcing 
the  immediate  departure  of  two  rami  for  cooperation  against  Warrenton. 

Headquarters  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 

Flagship  Autocrat^  March  ^^,  1863. 

General:  I  am  directed  by  General  Ellet  to  inform  you  that  he  has 
arranged  with  Admiral  Farragut  to  send  two  rams  down  to  his  assis- 
tance to-night.  These  vessels  when  safely  below  will,  with  the  Alha- 
tro^^  according  to  an  arrangement  already  made  with  the  officer 
commanding  the  troops  opposite  Warrenton,  convey  the  troops  across 
to  attack  the  batteries,  while  the  flagship  Hartford  ^iX^nc^B  their  guns; 
no  small  boats  will,  therefore,  be  needea  for  the  purpose  contemplated 
to-day. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  D.  Crandall, 
Captain  and  Ass^istant  Adjuta7it-  Oeneral, 

Major-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

(J.  S,    Volunteers, 

V  W  R — VOL  20 2 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Orant,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Brigadier-General  EUet,  IT.  8.  Army, 

requesting  the  senrices  of  small  boats. 

Before  Vicksburg,  March  ^^,  186S. 

Sir:  I  am  just  informed  that  to  insure  success  of  the  enterprise 
against  Warrenton,  ten  or  twelve  small  boats  will  be  required.  May 
1  request  you  to  furnish  that  number?  If  it  is  intended  to  send  a  ram 
past  Vicksburg  to-night,  they  could  be  sent  by  her;  if  not,  by  sending 
them  down  the  canal  to-niffht  to  the  lower  canal,  Colonel  [Charles  R. J 
Woods,  who  will  command  the  expedition,  and  who  is  now  here,  will 
get  them.     I  will  see  that  these  boats  are  returned. 

U.  S.  Grant. 

Brigadier-General  Ellet, 

Comma^iding  Marine  Brigade. 


[Twlegram.] 

Near  Vicksburg,  Miss.  ,  March  j?5,  1863. 

Via  Cairo,  III.,  March  31. 

Two  rams  attempted  to  run  the  blockade  this  morning.  One  suc- 
ceeded, in  damaged  condition.  Thej  were  intended  to  strengthen 
Farragut.  Porter  is  returning.  Did  not  succeed  in  reaching  the 
Yazoo. 

U.  S.  Grant, 
Major-  General. 
Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General  in  Chief. 


Report  of  Captain  Walke,  U.  8.  Navy,  announcing  injuries  to  the  rams  in  the  passage  of 

Vicksbnrg. 

U.  S.  S.  Lafayette, 
Above  Yicksburg.,  March  ^5,  1863. 

Sir:  I  received  the  enclosed  letter*  from  General  Ellet  last  evening, 
conveying  the  first  intelligence  of  his  intention  to  send  the  Switzer- 
land and  Lancaster  below  Vicksburg.  I  informed  the  geneml  that  I 
could  not,  under  present  circumstances,  send  or  accompany  the  rams 
down  the  river,  etc. 

At  daybreak  this  morning  the  rams  started,  and  from  all  appear- 
ances ran  safely  past  Vicksburg  under  the  fire  of  all  the  rebel  bat- 
teries. 

But  at  10  o'clock  one  of  the  crew  from  each  of  the  rams  came  on 
board  of  the  Lafayette  and  informed  me  that  the  Lancaster  was  struck 
at  the  water  line  by  the  rebel  batteries  and  sunk  near  the  lower  end  of 
our  canal.  All  the  officers  and  crew  escaped  unhurt  in  their  small 
boats  except  the  pilot,  Mr.  Kitson,  who  lost  his  leg,  and  two  others 
wounded. 

The  Switzerland  had  her  steam  pipes  shot  awaj^,  scalding  an  engi- 
neer. Three  contrabands  and  two  of  her  crew  were  drowned.  I 
understand  she  is  now  under  the  guns  of  the  Hartford  and  will  be 
repaired  in  about  three  days. 

*8eep.  16. 
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I  am  also  informed  that  General  Grant  intended  and  may  still  send 
a  force  over  the  river  to  destroy  a  battery  which  the  rebels  are  getting 
up  between  Vicksburg  and  Warrenton. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 
Captain^  U.  S.  Navy. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squad/ron. 


Lttttr  from  Brigadisr-Qoaeral  EUet,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Acting  Bo«r-Admiral  Portor,  U.  8. 

Navy,  promiiing  to  report  with  hi«  oommand. 

Headquarters  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 
Fl<igship  Autocrat^  above  Vich^rg^  March  25^  1863, 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  asking  the  strength  of  my  command  and  assigning  position  for 
my  vessels. 

I  would  most  respectfully  report  that  owin^  to  excessive  exhaus- 
tion and  over  fatigue  I  feel  unable  to  report  m  person  this  evening, 
but  will  do  so  in  tne  morning  on  the  point  designated. 

I  will,  as  directed,  move  my  command  to  the  anchorage  designated 
to-morrow,  having  a  number  of  coal  barges,  etc.,  in  tow  that  I  can 
not  leave  without  danger  of  loss  to-night. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  W.  Ellet, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Mississippi  Squadron. 


Boport  of  OoloBol  EUet,  U.  8.  Army,  commandliig  the  rams  Switierland  and  Laneaster 

regarding  tlie  passage  of  Yieksbnrg. 

U.  S.  Steam  Ram  Switzerland, 
Bdaw  Vicksburg,  March  «5, 1863. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  in  compliance  with 
your  instructions  I  started  before  daybreak  this  morning  with  the  rams 
Switzerland  and  Lancaster  to  pass  the  Vicksburg  batteries.  The  short 
time  which  I  was  allowed  for  preparations,  and  the  necessity  of  taking 
in  large  quantities  of  stores  and  provisions,  delayed  our  departure  untu 
it  was  nearly  light.  The  wind  was  extremely  unfavorable,  and  not- 
withstanding the  caution  with  which  the  boats  put  out  into  the  middle 
of  the  stream,  the  puff  of  their  escape  pipes  could  be  heard  with 
fatal  distinctness  below.  The  flashing  of  the  enemy's  signal  lights 
from  battery  to  battery  as  we  neared  the  city  showed  me  that  con- 
cealment was  useless.  The  morning,  too,  was  beginning  to  break,  and 
I  saw  that  if  we  were  to  pass  at  all,  it  was  to  be  done  at  once.  I 
ordered  my  pilots  to  give  the  Sxoitzerland  full  headway,  and  wo  went 
round  the  point  under  160  pounds  of  steam.  The  rebels  opened  fire 
at  once,  but  the  first  fifteen  or  twenty  shots  were  badly  aimed.  As 
we  got  nearer  to  the  guns,  however,  the  fire  became  both  accurate  and 
rapid.  Shot  after  shot  struck  my  boat,  tearing  evervthing  to  pieces 
before  them,    A  few  hundred  yards  behind  us  the  Zancaster,  under 
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command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  A.  Ellet,  still  steamed  steadily 
down,  but  I  could  see  the  splinters  fly  from  her  at  every  discharge. 
When  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  below  the  point,  and  full  in  front 
of  the  enemy's  heaviest  guns,  a  10- inch  shell  plunged  through  the 
boiler  deck  of  the  Switzenand  and  into  her  center  boiler.  The  explo- 
sion of  steam  which  ensued  was  very  severe,  and  was  welcomed  by 
the  traitors  with  shouts  of  exultation.  The  engines  stopped  at  once, 
and  even  the  pilot  house  was  filled  to  suffocation  with  the  hot  steam, 
but  the  pilots  stood  to  their  posts  like  men,  and  by  my  order  kept  her 
out  in  the  stream,  where  she  floated  down  with  the  current.  The 
enemy  never  relaxed  their  fire,  and  the  steam  had  scarcely  cleared 
away  from  the  Switzerland  when  I  saw  the  Lancaster  blown  up.  She 
commenced  to  sink  i*apidly,  and  in  a  few  moments  went  down,  bow 
foremost.  I  ordered  the  crew  of  the  Sivitzerland  into  as  secure  a 
position  as  possible,  and  floated  past  the  remaining  batteries  without 
any  loss  of  life  or  material  damage  to  the  boat.  A  few  moments  after 
your  arrival  on  board  with  Adjutant-General  Crandall,  and  when 
opposite  the  mouth  of  the  canal,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ellet  came  along- 
side in  a  yawl,  having  rowed  down  to  us  through  a  fire  of  grape  and 
shell  to  offer  us  any  assistance  in  his  power.  He  had  previouslv  set 
ashore  his  own  crew  and  wounded  men,  and  fired  the  Upper  worts  of 
his  boat.  When  out  of  range  the  Switzerl<ind  was  met  oy  the  Alba- 
tross and  towed  into  shore. 

1  can  not  conclude  this  report  without  referring  to  the  heroic  con 
duct  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Switzerland,  No  fear  or  lack  of 
discipline  was  exhibited  by  any  person  on  board,  and  although  we 
were  within  a  pistol  shot  of  shore,  not  a  man  attempted  to  desert  the 
boat  or  to  leave  his  post  without  orders.  Among  thpse  who  especially 
distinguished  themselves  by  their  resolution  and  courage  were  Major 
John  W.  Lawrence,  Pilot  Alexander  McKay,  Lieutenant  Edward  C. 
Ellet,  and  Third  Engineer  Granville  Roberts.  This  is  the  second  time 
that  the  last  three  named  officers  have  passed  the  ])atterie«  at  Vicks- 
burg.  The  damage  to  the  Switzerland  s  boilers  is  considerable,  but 
will  be  repaired  in  a  few  days  by  the  machinists  now  on  board.  Her 
engines  and  hull  are  in  good  condition.  Her  loss  comprises  onlv  3 
negroes  badly  scalded;  1  man  on  the  Lancaster  was  drowned,  another 
severely  scalded,  and  Pilot  T.  W.  L.  Kitson  lost  a  foot.  The  very 
limited  loss  of  life  on  lx)th  boats  is  due  to  the  extremelv  small  number 
of  men  who  were  selected  to  run  the  boats  through.  The  remainder 
of  the  crews  was  sent  across  by  land. 

I   enclose   Lieutenant-Colonel    Ellet's   report  of    the   loss  of   the 
Lancaster, 

Very  respectfully, 

Charles  Rivers  Ellet, 

Colon tV,  (  W  7/?  ayidiiig, 

Brigadier-Geneml  A.  W.  Ellet. 

Commanding  Missisnippi  Marine  Brigade, 


Beport  of  Lieatenant-Colonel  EUet,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  U.  8.  ram  Lancaster,  regard- 
ing the  loss  of  that  vessel. 

Headquarters  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 
Flagship  Aut^>orat,,  above  Vickslmrg^  March  ^5^  18GS, 

Colonel:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your 
instructions  1  left  my  anchorage  above  the  mouth  of  the  canal  at  half 


WEST   QVLF    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON.  21 

past  4  o'clock  this  morning  on  board  the  U.  S.  steam  mm  Lancaster^  for 
the  purpose  of  running  the  enemy's  battel  ies  at  Vicksburg.  The  lights 
were  all  extinguished  and  every  precaution  taken  to  prevent  giving 
any  knowledge  of  our  approach.  1  endeavored  to  conduct  the  move- 
ments of  my  vessel  as  silently  as  possible,  allowing  her  to  float  part  of 
the  time,  and  occasionally  righting  her  up  by  going  ahead  on  the  slow 
bell.  Unfortunately,  the  escape  of  steam  from  her  smokestacks  was 
very  loud.  In  addition  to  this,  the  night  was  clear,  calm,  and  star- 
light, with  a  slight  breeze  setting  from  us  directly  toward  the  rebel 
batteries.  From  the  character  of  the  night  and  the  warmth  of  our 
reception,  1  am  led  to  believe  that  our  very  first  movements  were 
heard  by  the  enemy.  Keeping  the  distance  of  about  200  yards  between 
my  vessel  and  the  S^vitzertatia^  I  approached  within  about  half  a  niile 
of  the  point  of  the  peninsula  very  slowly,  when  the  sudden  flashes  of 
signals  along  the  wnole  line  of  the  enemy's  works  gave  unmistakable 
evidence  that  our  movements  were  apprehended.  I  then  ordered  a  full 
head  of  steam,  expecting  every  moment  to  receive  the  enemy's  fire. 
When  within  about  400  yards  of  the  point  of  the  peninsula  the  enemy 
opened  upon  me  with  a  brisk  fire  from  the  upper  batteries,  but  the 
shot  fell  wide  of  the  mark. 

Rounding  the  point  1  ordered  the  pilot  to  steer  well  to  the  starboard, 
to  prevent  following  immediately  m  the  wake  of  the  Switzet'land. 
When  just  abreast  of  the  upper  batteries  the  first  shot  struck  my 
vessel,  passing  through  both  smokestacks.  The  fire  continued  almost 
incessantly,  but  without  serious  damage,  for  about  five  minutes  after 
this  time,  when  a  heav}^  shot  passe<l  through  the  vessel  immediately 
under  the  pilot  house,  carrying  away  the  steps  which  led  from  the 
cabin  into  tne  pilot  house,  and  wounding  Mr.  T.  W.  L.  Kitson,  steers- 
man, whom  I  nad  placed  at  the  foot  of  the  steps  to  be  in  readiness  to 
take  the  wheel  should  my  other  pilot  be  disabled.  We  were  now  just 
opposite  the  water  batteries,  and  they  poured  a  very  active  fire  upon 
us,  striking  the  vessel  in  every  part  but  a  vital  one.  At  this  time  1 
entertained  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  getting  my  vessel  past 
in  safety;  this  thought,  nowever,  was  speedily  dispelled  by  a  heavy 
shot  which  exploded  the  steam  drum  and  enveloped  the  entire  vessel 
in  a  terrible  cloud  of  steam,  driving  the  engineers  and  firemen  from 
their  posts  and  compelling  every  one  upon  the  lower  and  gun  deck  to 
seek  the  bow  of  the  boat  outside  of  tne  wooden  bulkhead,  where  a 
friendly  breeze  shielded  them  from  the  excruciating  tortures  of  the 
hot  steam.  About  this  time  a  heavy  plunging  shot  struck  her  in  the 
frailest  part  of  her  stern,  passing  longitudinally  through  her  and 

f)iercing  the  hull  in  the  center  near  the  bow,  causing  an  enormous 
eak  in  the  vessel.  The  pilot,  Mr.  Andrew  J.  Deimis,  remained  at  the 
wheel,  giving  direction  to  the  helpless  vessel,  until  the  wheel  was 
demolished  by  a  shot,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  miraculously 
escaped.  He  reported  the  damage  to  me,  and  I  sent  him  below  to 
control  the  tiller  ropes  by  hand,  and  then  went  down  myself  to  ascer- 
tain the  condition  of  the  hull.  I  found  her  sinking  very  fast,  and 
partly  turned  around  by  an  eddy,  so  that  her  starboard  side  was  sub- 

tected  to  the  hottest  fire.  I  therefore  ordered  the  two  yawls  to  be 
)rought  from  the  starboard  side  to  the  larboard  quarter  of  the  bow, 
where  the  hull  of  the  vessel  afforded  them  the  greatest  protection,  and 
then  ordered  my  men  to  take  to  their  boats,  first  providing  for  the 
wounded  and  scalded. 
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The  water  was  by  this  time  running  over  the  decks,  and  I  found  it 
would  be  impossible  to  secure  her  to  the  shore.  I  therefore  set  her 
upper  works  on  fire  bj^  discharging  my  pistols  into  the  cotton. 

This  was  superfluous,  however,  for  in  a  few  minutes  afterward  she 
plunged  into  tne  flood  bow  foremost. 

1  had  an  abundance  of  room  in  my  two  yawls  for  every  soul  on 
board,  but  unfortunately  some  of  my  men  attempted  to  swim  ashore. 
In  so  doing,  Orderly  Sergeant  William  McDonald  was  drowned. 
While  in  our  yawls  making  our  escape  from  the  sinking  wreck,  we 
were  subjected  to  a  galling  fire  of  shot  and  shell.  As  soon  as  the 
yawls  reached  the  shore  the  men  sought  shelter  in  the  neighboring 
woods.  I  expressed  my  determination  to  go  to  the  StoUzerUind^  and 
two  faithful  negroes  rowed  me  to  her. 

The  recapitumtion  of  the  casualties  is  as  follows:  Mr.  Brown,  chief 
engineer,  slightly  scalded;  George  Zimmerman,  deck  hand,  very  badly 
scalded;  T.  W.  L.  Kitson,  steersman,  lost  a  foot;  Sergeant  William 
H.  McDonald,  drowned. 

My  officers,  soldiers,  and  boatmen  behaved  with  the  utmost  coolness 
and  courage.  There  are  some  instances  of  heroic  daring  which 
deserve  special  mention.  Among  these  were  George  W.  JLindsej, 
first  master;  Henrv  S.  Brown,  chief  engineer;  Andrew  J.  Dennis, 
pilot;  T.  W.  L.  Kitson,  steersman;  George  W.  Andrews,  carpenter; 
Samuel  Weaver,  engineer.  The  two  latter  gentlemen  passed  the 
Vicksburg  batteries  on  a  former  occasion  on  board  the  Queen  of  the 
West,  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  designate  individuals  when  ail  did 
so  nobly  without  doing  injustice;  but  these  men  came  under  my  own 
personal  observation  and  challenged  my  admiration  by  their  great 
gallantry. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Ellet, 
Lieutenant'  (  blonel^  Commanding  Lancaster, 

Colonel  Chari-es  R.  Ellet, 

Commanding  Mam  Fleet, 


Beport  of  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navj,  regarding  the  diiaiter  to  the  V.  B. 

rami  Bwitierland  and  Lanoaiter. 

Mississippi  Squadron, 

Yazoo  Rivei\  March  26,  1863, 

Sir:  During  my  absence  on  an  expedition  into  the  enemy's  country 
General  Ellet,  at  the  request  of  Admiral  Farragut,  sent  the  rams 
Smitzerland  and  Lancaster  to  run  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg. 

The  Lancaster  was  sunk  and  the  Switzerland  was  disabled.  These 
vessels  were  not  at  all  prepared  for  so  hazardous  an  adventure,  nor  at 
all  suited  for  any  service  that  will  take  them  any  distance  from  a 
machine  shop. 

I  send  you  a  letter  from  General  Ellet  on  the  subject,  in  answer  to 
one  from  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington, 
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[Encloeuree.] 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 
Yazoo  River ^  March  25^  1863. 

General:  Will  you  please  inform  me  by  what  authority  you  sent 
the  rams  Lancaster  and  Switzerland  past  the  batteries  at  V  icksburg, 
in  open  day,  and  without  taking  any  precautions  to  guard  their  hulls? 
One  of  these  vessels  has.  in  consequence,  been  sunk,  and  the  other 
damaged  extensively,  whicn  might  very  well  have  been  expected  under 
the  circumstances. 

You  will  also  inform  me  who  were  the  commanders  of  those  vessels, 
and  all  the  circumstances  attending  the  unfortunate  affair. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

[David  D.  Porter], 
Acting  Hear- Admiral^  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Brigadier-General  A.  W.  Ellet, 

Commanding  Marine  Brigade^  Mississippi  Squadron, 


Headquarters  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 
Flagship  Autocrat^  above  Vicksburg,  March 25^  1863, 

Admiral:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I  would  respect- 
fully report  that  the  Switzerland  and  Lancaster  were  sent  past  the 
batteries  of  Vicksburg  by  my  order  this  morning,  in  consequence  of 
receiving  an  urgent  request  from  Admiral  Farragut  for  their  assist- 
ance to  aid  him  in  keeping  the  river  open  from  Vicksburg  to  Port 
Hudson,  and  in  destroying  the  enemy's  communication  from  Red 
Kiver,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  passing  troops  over  the  river  to 
Warrenton  to  aid  in  the  destruction  of  the  formidable  batteries  now 
being  constructed  at  that  point. 

The  boats  started  before  daylight.  You  have  been  misinformed  of 
the  passage  being  made  in  open  day.  It  is  true  that  in  consequence 
of  the  injur}'  that  the  boats  sustained  they  did  not  get  past  before  the 
sun  had  risen,  j-et  if  they  had  not  been  injured  and  obliged  to  float 
they  would  have  made  the  passage  before  it  was  fully  light. 

The  Lancaster^  I  regret  to  sa}',  is  a  total  loss;  her  boilers  were 
exploded,  and,  being  a  ver\^  rotten  boat,  she  went  to  pieces  and  sunk 
immediately.  She  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  A. 
Ellet. 

The  Switzerl<i7id  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Charles  R.  Ellet  in 
person,  who  also  commanded  the  expedition.  She  received  a  number 
of  shots,  but,  being  a  stronger  boat,  was  not  much  injured.  Her 
boiler  was  exploded  by  a  plunging  shot;  in  other  respects  the  damage 
was  not  material.  She  will  be  repaired  in  a  few  days,  and  is  in  a  posi- 
tion where  I  trust  she  may  be  able  to  redeem  whatever  of  mishap  has 
attended  the  passage  of  the  Vicksburg  batteries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc.,  very  respectfully, 

Alfred  W.  Ellet, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Mississipj^i  Marine  Jirigadr. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Mississippi  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Farragat,  XI.  8.  Navy,  to  Actmg  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  B.  Havj, 

in  defense  of  Brigadier-Qeneral  EUet,  V.  8.  Army 

Flagship  Hartford, 

Belmn  Vickshurg^  March  ^5,  186S. 

Deab  Admiral:  I  find  myself  in  a  most  awkward  predicament, 
being  here  with  only  my  ship  and  the  little  Albatross  as  a  tender,  per- 
fectly unable  to  do  anything  but  go  up  and  dow^n  the  river,  or,  what  is 
of  nmch  more  importance,  blockade  the  mouth  of  Red  River  for  a 
limited  period.  I  have  expressed  the  desire  to  you  to  have  an  ironclad, 
one,  at  least,  and  two  rams,  to  assist  me  in  this  matter,  and  I  now 
repeat  it,  so  that  when  it  becomes  absolutely  necessary  for  me  to  ^o 
down  the  river  to  replenish  my  provisions  and  resume  my  duties  m 
command  of  the  blockading  squadron,  that  I  may  do  so  without  reopen- 
ing the  Red  River  trade.  There  is  nothing  below  or  in  Red  River 
that  could  successfully  compete  with  an  ironclad  and  two  rams.  Gen- 
eral Ellet  called  on  me  to  know  if  I  desired  two  of  his  rams.  I  replied 
to  him  that  I  needed  such  vessels  and  would  be  very  much  gratified  to 
have  them,  but  would  not  interfere  with  Admiral  Porter.  I  under- 
stood his  boats  to  be  a  component  part  of  3^our  fleet.  He  said  all  he 
desired  was  to  know  if  I  considered  it  to  the  benefit  of  the  country 
and  of  the  cause  to  have  them  below  Vicksburg,  to  which  I  replied 
*' Certainly,"  and  he  said  that  was  all  he  desired  to  know,  and  that  he 
should  run  two  down  in  the  night.  1  told  him  although  1  was  very 
anxious  for  the  force  I  had  asked  of  you,  and  was  ignorant  of  your 
relative  positions,  I  feared  he  was  wrong  in  doing  so,  although  it  might 
be  done  with  safety  during  the  darkness  of  the  night,  which  he  said 
he  would  avail  himself  of.  I  had  made  an  arrangement  with  General 
Grant,  and  more  particular!}^  with  Colonel  Wo(xis,  of  the  Seventy- 
sixth  Ohio  Volunteers,  to  convey  a  party  to  Warrenton  and  cover  their 
attack  at  that  place  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  up  a  casemated  bat- 
tery the  enemy  had  built  there,  which  Geneml  Lllet  proposed  that  his 
two  rams  could  carry  over,  while  we  attjicked  the  batteries  when  they 
should  arrive  below.  All  these  arrangements  were  made,  the  troops 
ready  for  embarkation,  the  night  serene  and  beautiful,  so  much  so  that 
1  sincerely  hoped  the  general  would  not  think  of  sending  his  vessels 
down.  And  just  as  I  had  come  to  that  conclusion,  between  half  past 
5  and  6  in  the  morning,  I  heard  the  batteries  oj)en.  I  felt  that  all  was 
lost  unless  by  the  merest  accident.  My  fears  were  realized;  the  Lan- 
caster was  totally  destroyed;  the  Simtzerlmid  had  two  shots  in  her 
boilers,  otherwise  not  materially  injured.  My  engineer  says  her 
boilers  can  be  repaired  in  a  week.  rJot  a  man  killed;  two  or  three 
unfortunate  negroes  were  badly  scalded,  some  of  whom  may  die.  It 
was  a  wonderf  lu  escape  for  the  crew. 

I  write  this  letter  for  two  purposes — first,  to  exonerate  myself  from 
any  charge  of  a  disposition  to  interfere  with  your  command,  and,  sec- 
ondly, with  a  hope  to  excuse  General  Ellet  from  an}'  feeling  to  do  that 
which  he  thought  would  be  disagreeable  to  you;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
all  who  surrounded  him  at  the  time  thought,  and  so  expressed  them- 
selves, that  it  would  be  in  accordance  with  your  wishes  if  you  were 
present. 

In  conclusion,  I  bog  to  state  that  I  shall  now  return  to  the  mouth  of 
Red  River,  which  I  consider  the  limit  of  my  jurisdiction  under  my  old 
orders,  but  which  will  be  curtailed  to  below  Port  Hudson,  once  I  pass 
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that  place,  until  it  is  captured  by  our  forces.     On  ray  arrival  below 
I  shall  endeavor  to  communicate  with  General  Banks  across  the  isthmus 
opposite  Port  Hudson,  when  he  will  have  a  full  understanding  of  Gen- 
eral Grant's  views  as  to  an  attack  on  that  place  above  and  below. 
Very  truly, 

D.  G.  Farragut. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter^ 

Commanding  Mestem  FlotiUa. 


Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Farragat,  U.  S.  Navj,  to  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  JS.  8. 
Vavy,  referring  to  expected  reinforcements  for  operations  against  Warrenton  and  block- 
ading of  Bed  Biver. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Bd<no  Vkkshurg,  March  26,  186S. 

Dear  Admiral:  Since  my  last  letter  I  have  received  your  last  letter 
by  my  secretary,  Mr.  Gabaudan,  and  am  delij^hted  to  find  that  our 
ideas  agree  so  well  on  the  subject  of  the  blockade  of  Red  River,  but 
you  sav  nothing  cf  the  ironclads  and  rams  to  assist  me  in  that  opera- 
tion when  I  shall  be  compelled  to  leave  them  and  make  my  way  down 
to  New  Orleans.  I  was  in  hopes  that  you  would  have  been  here  in 
time  and  sent  me  an  ironclad  aown  to  assist  in  demolishing  this  case- 
mated  battery  at  Warrenton  unless  a  force  is  landed  and  captures  it, 
a  thing  I  think  easily  accomplished  at  present,  as  the  town  is  sur- 
rounded  by  water  and  assistance  except  by  infantry  is  not  easily 
obtained. 

My  isolated  position  requires  that  1  should  be  more  careful  of  my 
ship  than  1  would  like  to  be  if  I  had  my  fleet  with  me,  as  I  cannot  get 
to  a  machine  shop  or  obtain  the  most  ordinary  appliances  for  repairs 
without  fighting  my  way  to  them.  I  deepl}^  regret  the  mshness  of 
General  Ellet  in  sending  his  boats  past  the  batteries  in  broad  daylight, 
as  it  afforded  the  enemy  nothing  but  target  practice.  You  say  truly 
that  1  have  had  some  disasters  in  my  own  fleet  similar  to  those  of  the 
LidianrjJu,  1  consider  the  Galveston  affair  the  greatest  blow  that  the 
Navy  has  sustained  during  the  war.  It  has  emboldened  our  enemies 
to  undertake  anything,  and  in  many  cases  demoralized  our  own  people. 
We  are  pretty  well  prepared  for  tncir  boarding. 

Wishing  3'ou  ever}^  success  in  your  difi'erent  undertakings. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut. 

[Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Portkr.] 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  XI.  8.  Navy,  to  Msgor-Oeneral  Grant,  U.  8.  Army, 

referring  to  operations  against  Warrenton. 

Flagship  Haktford,  March  ^5,  1863, 

Dear  General:  I  have  this  moment  received  3^our  kind  note,  and, 
like  yourself,  deeply  regret  the  failure  of  the  rams  to  reach  me  in 
order.  I  blame  m3'self  verv  much  for  not  insisting  on  General  El  let's 
waiting  for  a  dark  night.  1  was  so  much  afraid  of  their  impetuosity 
that  it  deprived  me  01  sleep  all  night,  but  I  never  for  a  moment  sup- 
posed that  he  would  come  down  in  the  daytime.     The  Switzerlmid  is 
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not  much  injured.  My  engineers  inform  me  her  boilers  can  be  repaired 
in  four  days,  but  unless  she  goes  below  Warrenton  to  make  her  repairs 
she  will  be  blockaded,  so  as  to  have  to  run  it  in  the  night,  as  the 
enemj^  is  working  very  industriously  to  mount  heavy  guns.  1  have 
shelled  them  three  or  four  times  ver^'^  heavily,  but  with  very  slight 
effect,  as  they  lie  down  until  we  are  finished  and  then  get  up  and  work 
industriously  again.  My  isolated  position  renders  it  necessary  that  I 
should  be  very  careful  of  my  ship,  and  hence  I  shall  drop  down  below 
the  town  until  I  know  the  result  of  your  determination  on  the  subject 
of  attacking  it.  My  idea  was  to  have  landed  your  men  in  the  Swit- 
zerland ana  covered  the  landing  with  my  ship.  I  hear  they  have  rein- 
forced their  garrison  some  200  men  to-day.  I  do  not  know  the  diffi- 
culties of  overcoming  the  rifle  pits  as  those  who  have  to  face  them. 

1  regret  exceedingly,  general,  that  the  only  time  I  have  felt  the 
time  at  my  disposal  1  was  too  unwell  to  take  the  trip  up  to  see  you, 
but  1  would  have  been  delighted  to  see  you  on  board  at  any  time,  and 
hope  yet  to  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  in  this  part  or  the  world. 
I  feel,  however,  that  every  hour  that  I  am  absent  from  Red  River  is 
a  serious  loss  to  our  country  and  our  cause.  Permit  me  to  repeat  my 
sincere  thanks  for  your  kindness  in  affording  me  every  facilitj''  in  your 
power  since  my  arrival  here. 

Wishing  you  every  success  in  all  your  undertakings,  I  remain. 
Very  trul}',  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Hear- Admiral, 

General  U.  S.  Grant. 


Lett«r  firom  ICi^or-Oanaral  Grant,  U.  8.  Armyf  to  Bear-Admiral  Farragut,  IT.  B.  Havy, 

regarding  operations  against  Warrenton. 

March  26,  1863. 

Dear  Admiral:  Your  note  of  yesterday  is  just  received.  In  regard 
to  attacking  Warrenton,  I  do  not  know  what  now  to  say. 

When  1  first  learned  that  twelve  to  fifteen  j^awls  would  be  required, 
I  called  on  General  Ellet  for  them.  The  general  being  oVer  to  see 
you,  no  reply  was  received  (except  from  his  adjutant-general,  that  he 
thought  they  had  that  number)  until  the  general's  return  in  the  even- 
ing, when  he  informed  me  that  it  was  arranged  for  the  rams  and 
Iiartford  to  transport  the  troops.     No  small  boats  would  be  required. 

After  learning  again  that  small  boats  would  be  required,  1  again 
called  on  General  Ellet  for  them  and  only  learned  after  dark,  that, 
after  his  losses  of  these  vessels  with  the  rams,  he  could  not  furnish 
them.  1  then  sent  for  the  boats  belonging  to  the  transport  fleet,  and 
found  that  not  more  than  two  could  be  got.  By  this  time  so  much  of 
the  night  was  consumed  that  I  could  not  call  upon  the  navy  with  any 
prospect  of  getting  them  through  in  time  to  be  used  this  morning. 

About  1)  o'clock^last  night  1  learned  that  a  force  of  apparently  about 
1,500  men  left  Vicksburg  in  the  direction  of  Warrenton.  1  communi- 
cated this  fact  to  Colonel  [Cbftrles  K.]  Woods,  and  left  it  for  you  and 
himself,  who  would  probably  have  better  means  of  knowing  the  desti- 
nation of  these  troops,  to  judge  what  course  was  l)est  to  pursue.  With 
a  little  lower  stage  of  water  1  would  endeavor  to  occupy  New  Carthage. 
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This  occupied,  and  one  gunboat  from  this  fleet  below  the  city,  the 
enemy  could  be  kept  out  of  Warrenton,  and  also  from  taking  supplies 
from  a  rich  country  that  can  be  reached  through  bayous  with  flatboats 
on  this  side  of  the  river. 

I  see  by  Southera  papers  received  yesterday  that  Vicksburg  must 
depend  upon  Louisiana  or  west  of  the  Mississippi  for  supplies.  Hold- 
ing Red  River  from  them  is  a  great  step  in  the  airection  of  preventing 
this.  But  it  will  not  entirely  accomplish  the  object.  New  Carthage 
should  be  held,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  in  addition  we  should  have 
vessels  sufficient  below  to  patrol  the  whole  river  from  Warrenton  to 
the  Red  River.  I  will  have  a  consultation  with  Admiral  Porter  on 
this  subject.  I  am  happy  to  say  the  admiral  and  myself  have  never 
yet  disagreed  upon  any  policy. 

I  am  looking  for  a  mail  in  to-dav,  and  should  one  arrive  with  later 
date  of  papers  than  you  have  alreaay  been  furnished,  I  will  send  them 
over. 

1  am,  admii*al,  very  truly,  yours, 

(J.  S.  Grant, 
Major-  Genet*al. 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  G^lf  Blockading  Sgyxtdron, 


Latter  from  Bear-Admiral  Farragut,  V.  8.  Navy,  to  Aoting  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  ft. 

Navj,  regarding  aisiitance  in  blockading  Bed  Biver. 

Biggs'  Plantation, 

March  '26,  1863—11  a,  m. 

Dear  Admiral:  As  1  have  nothing  now  to  detain  me  except  the 
desire  to  ascertain  what  assistance  you  can  afford  me  in  the  blockade 
of  Red  River,  1  beg  that  you  will  communicate  to  me  as  soon  as  you 
can  your  decision. 

The  engineers  say  they  can  have  the  boilers  and  machinery  of  the 
ram  Switzerland  repaired  in  three  or  four  days,  and  if  you  conclude 
to  allow  her  to  accompany  me  down  the  river  I  will  drop  down  at 
once  to  the  Indianola  and  set  your  man  at  work  and  afford  him  every 
assistance  in  my  power  in  effecting  her  destruction.  I  think,  however, 
that  can  be  easily  accomplished. 

As  I  have  already  said  to  you,  I  think  it  will  reauire  at  least  one  or 
two  ironclads  to  blockade  the  R^  River  effectually  when  I  shall  be 
compelled  to  leave  for  want  of  coal  and  provisions. 

I  was  on  my  way  up  to  visit  General  Grant  (not  knowing,  however, 
that  you  had  returnea  until  I  reached  this  point  and  should  have  been 
agreeably  disappointed  in  seeing  you),  but  1  find  it  too  fatiguing  to  go 
farther. 

Wishing  you  and  your  command  every  possible  success,  and  hoping 
to  hear  from  you  very  soon,  so  that  1  may  drop  down  below  Warren- 
ton battery, 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Mear-Admiral. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding,  etc.,  above  Vicksburg. 
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Letter  from  Actiiig  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Bear-Admiral  Farragut,  V.  ft. 

Navy,  referring  to  the  gans  of  the  late  TJ,  8.  8.  Indianola. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  March  26^  1863. 

My  Dear  Admiral:  I  send  down  to-niffht  a  barge  with  the  provi- 
sions required  for  the  Hartford  and  the  other  steamers.  It  will  leave 
here  as  the  moon  goes  down,  and  no  doubt  will  go  safely.  If  it  does 
not,  and  the  rebels  get  it,  they  will  have  a  jollification.  The}^  have 
not  seen  a  piece  of  salt  pork  for  months. 

I  intended  to  get  over  to  see  you,  but  General  Grant  says  that  it  is 
a  very  long  walk.  1  have  been  so  much  confined  to  the  ship  since  I 
have  been  here  that  I  have  almost  lost  the  use  of  my  legs.  All  my 
time  is  spent  at  my  desk,  and  I  get  no  exercise,  which  does  not  agree 
with  me.  My  trip  up  the  river  has  been  of  great  service  to  me,  and  I 
feel  like  a  new  man.  I  wish  we  had  the  opportunity  to  move  about 
more,  but  the  rebels  are  up  to  all  our  dodges.  They  are  a  wide-awake 
set  of  fellows.  That  man  Acklin  says  that  the  rebels  have  the  guns  of 
the  Indiaiwlu  mounted  at  Red  River.  Can  not  you  ascertain  whether 
this  is  so  or  not?  She  had  two  Xl-inch  guns  in  her  casemate  and  two 
IX-inch  aft..  They  could  easily  be  recovered,  if  they  are  still  on 
board.  Your  ship  could  hoist  out  the  IX-inch,  and,  by  blowing  up 
the  casemate,  drag  out  the  Xl-inch.  If  left  there,  they  will  nave 
them  certainl3\  1  have  a  diver  here  who  will  find  out  all  about  it,  if 
you  like.  Mr.  Kroehl  is  not  ready  to  blow  up  the  Indianolu,  He 
wanted  so  many  things  to  do  it  with  that  I  told  him  to  let  it  alone. 
Please  remember  me  to  Jenkins  and  Palmer.  When  you  come  up 
again,  I  have  room  for  all  hands  to  come  and  stay  a  day  or  two  and 
enjoy  the  good  things  of  life,  of  which  I  keep  a  stock  on  hand.  I 
hope  they  will  be  serviceable. 

Your  son  got  over  here  safe,  and  J  took  him  in.  I  expect  he  will 
give  you  an  amusing  account  of  my  menage.  The  first  evening  he 
came  we  had  eight  dogs  in  the  cabin.  I  have  to  resort  to  all  kinds  of 
things  for  amusement.  Loyail  was  quite  at  home  on  mush  and  cream 
and  fresh  butter,  all  of  which  we  have  in  abundance. 

Kind  regards  to  all  friends,  and  believe  me 
Yours,  trulv  and  sincerelv, 

David  D.  Portkr. 

[Admiral  D.  (i.  Farraout.J 

I  have  written  to  the  honorable  Secretary  explaining  how  it  was 
that  the  ram  LanaiMtr  was  lost.  She  was  a  misemble  concern,  and 
would  not  have  been  of  the  slightest  use  to  you — all  worn-out. 


Letter  from  Aoting  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Bear-Admiral  Farragnt,  II.  8. 

Navj,  regarding  general  matters. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Yazoo  River,  March  26,  1863. 

My  Dear  Admiral:  Yours  of  the  2f)th,  at  Biggs'  plantation,  has 
been  received.  1  should  have  made  an  effort  to  get  down  to  see  you 
(and  hope  to  do  so  still),  but  I  thought  that  you  had  dropped  l>elow 
Warrenton.  I  came  back  and  found  a  great  man}-  things  to  do — many 
letters  from  the  Secretary  requiring  immediate  answers.  General 
Ellet,  with  his  new  brigade,  also  belongs  to  my  command,  and  I  have 
been  occupied  all  the  morning  with  him. 
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In  relation  to  the  Switzerland^  keep  her  with  you,  but  please  make 
the  commander  understand  that  she  is  under  your  command,  or  he 
will  go  off  on  a  cruise  somewhere  before  you  know  it,  and  then  get 
the  ship  into  trouble.  She  is  a  very  formidable  ship  as  a  ram,  but  I 
would  never  expect  to  see  her  again  if  she  got  out  of  your  sight.  With 
her  and  the  Albatross  you  can  defy  all  the  vessels  the  rebels  have. 

The  great  object  is  to  cutoff  supplies.  For  that  reason  I  sent  down 
the  Queen  of  the  We^st  and  Indianola,  I  got  them  past  the  batteries 
without  a  hurt,  as  1  would  have  done  with  the  Lancaster  and  Switzer- 
land^ had  I  been  here. 

1  would  with  great  pleasure  give  you  one  or  two  ironclads,  but  1 
have  none  that  is  fit  for  service  just  now,  and  the  fight  at  Haynes' 
Bluff  must  come  off  soon.  The  Queen  of  the  West  or  the  Webh  would 
walk  right  through  these  ironclads,  while  a  mm  would  keep  them  in 
check.  They  say  the  rebels  have  the  lndian4>lcCs  guns.  Can  you 
ascertain  if  such  is  the  fact?  At  low  water  the  whole  thing  will  be 
exposed.  It  will  be  an  object  for  you  to  remain  at  Red  River  as  long 
as  possible,  and  I  hope  you  will  do  so.  It  is  death  to  these  people; 
they  get  all  their  grub  from  there. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral^  Commanding  Mississipj)i  Stjuadron. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Coinn landing  Weste7*n  G^df  Blockading  Squadron, 


Beport  of  Brigadier-General  EUet,  U.  8.  Army,  transmitting  reporta  regarding  the  pasa- 
age  of  Vioksbarg  by  the  U.  8.  rams  Switzerland  and  Lancaster. 

Headquarters  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 

Flagship  Autocrat^  above  Vicksburg^  March  ^6*,  186ii. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  yesterday  in  response  to  a 
request  made  by  Admiral  Farragut  for  two  rams  to  aid  him  in  main- 
taining possession  of  the  Mississippi  River  between  Vicksburg  and 
Port  Hudson,  and  to  destroy  the  enemy's  communications  from  Red 
River,  I  ordered  the  Switzerliind  and  Lancastei\  the  latter  in  command 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  A.  Ellet,  the  former  commanded  by  Major 
John  [W.]  Lawrence,  the  expedition  being  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Charles  Rivers  Ellet,  who  was  on  the  Switzeidand  in  person, 
to  pass  the  batteries  and  join  Admiral  Farragut  below.  I  regret  to 
say  that  in  the  performance  of  this  order  the  Lancaster'  was  blown  up 
and  totally  destroyed  by  the  terrible  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries. 
The  Switzerland  also  received  a  X-inch  shell  in  her  boilers  when 
opposite  the  center  of  the  enemy's  line  of  defenses,  totally  disabling 
her;  she  floated  past  and  finally  escaped  without  more  serious  injury. 
I  have  now  on  board  a  large  force  of  mechanics  who  will  have  her 
repaired  and  in  a  few  days  again  ready  foreflScient  service.  I  enclose 
a  copy  of  the  letter  received  from  Admiral  Farragut,  which,  taken  in 
connection  with  my  own  knowledge  of  the  great  importance  of  the 
interest  involved,  induced  me  to  undertake  the  enterprise. 

I  deem  it  proper  in  this  report  to  call  your  special  attention  to  the 
gi'eat  gallantry  displayed  by  the  oflicers  and  men  composing  the  crews 
of  these  vessels  under  circumstances  of    the  most  imminent  peril. 
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When  I  arrived  on  board  the  Switzerland^  which  I  did  in  company 
with  Captain  W.  D.  Crandall,  assistant  adjutant-general,  as  soon  as  1 
discovered  that  she  was  disabled,  I  found  perfect  order  prevailing. 
Although  the  shot  was  still  falling  fast,  not  a  man  showed  the  slight- 
est trepidation;  and  a  proud  determination  was  expressed  never  to 
lower  tne  tattered  remnant  of  a  flag  yet  flying,  which  had  been  run  up 
bj'^  their  colonel's  own  hand,  in  reply  to  the  enemy's  wild  clamor  when 
they  supposed  that  his  boat  was  destroyed  by  seeing  the  escape  of 
steam.  Of  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  A.  EUet  I  must  make  special 
mention,  who,  after  saving  his  own  crew  from  the  sunken  Lancaster^ 
was  pulled  in  an  open  yawl  by  two  negroes  through  a  terrible  fire  of 
shell  and  grape  for  a  distance  of  nearly  2  miles,  to  offer  his  assistance 
to  the  crew  of  the  disabled   Switzerland, 

I  enclose  the  separate  report  of  Colonel  Charles  Rivers  EUet  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  John  A.  EUet. 

Very  respectfully,  [A.  W.  Ellet.] 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Order  of  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  SUet,  V.  8.  Armj, 
to  report  for  orders  to  Bear-Admiral  Farragnt,  V.  8.  Navj. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 
Yazoo  River,  March  27,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  report  yourself  to  Admiral  Farragut,  and  until  fur- 
ther orders  act  under  his  command.  As  you  may  not  be  familiar  with 
the  rules  of  the  Navy,  1  hereby  inform  you  that  you  must  do  nothing, 
no  matter  how  trifling,  without  the  order  or  permission  of  Admiral 
Farragut,  to  whom  you  will  present  this  order. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral^  Cominanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  John  A.  Ellet, 

Commanding  Ram  Switzerland, 


Order  of  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  Lientenant-Colonel  EUet,  V.  8.  Army, 

commanding  V.  8.  ram  Switierland. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  March  28^  1863. 

Sir:  When  your  vessel  is  ready  for  service  you  will  proceed  to  join 
Admiral  Farragut,  but  be  particular  that  the  batteries  at.Warrenton 
are  passed  at  night  when  the  moon  is  down. 

I  consider  that  the  loss  of  the  Lancaster  was  owing  to  proper  pre- 
caution not  having  been  taken  in  this  respect,  and  where  tne  object  in 
view  was  not  properly  considered.  If  the  admiral  and  Albatross  have 
passed  out  of  sieht,  j'ou  wiU  move  down  within  5  miles  of  Grand  Gulf 
and  pass  that  place  at  night,  joining  Admiral  Farragut  at  Red  River. 
You  wiU  comply  with  these  instructions  to  the  letter. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  Mississippi  Sqxuxdron. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  John  A.  Ellet, 

Commanding  Ram  Switzerland. 
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Otimr  of  Brisadiar-Otaeral  Sllat,  II.  8.  Armj,  to  Liontenant-Golonel  Ellet,  IT.  8.  Anny, 
to  aiioaio  oommftnd  of  the  TS.  8.  ram  8witBerland  and  report  to  Bear- Admiral  Farragnt 


Headquabtebs  Mississipfi  Mabine  Bbigade, 

JFTagship  Autocrat^  ahove  Vicksburg^  March  28^  1863. 

CSolonel:  You  will  proceed  on  board  the  ram  Switzerlaitd^  now 
lyin^  below  the  Vicksburg  batteries,  and  assume  command  of  that 
boat.  You  will  hurrv  the  work  of  repairing  the  boat  now  progressing, 
and  when  ready  for  duty,  will  report  to  Acmiiral  Farragut,  on  flagship 
Hartf&rd^  and  during  your  stay  below  Vicksburg  will  receive  orders 
from  him  and  cooperate  with  him  to  the  best  of  your  ability  to  attain 
the  object  for  which  your  boat  was  sent  past  the  batteries,  which  was 
to  destroy  the  enemy  s  communication  from  Red  River  and  cut  off  his 
supplies  and  keep  possession  of  the  river  between  Vicksburg  and  Port 
Huason.  You  will  institute  a  most  rigorous  discipline,  keeping  at  all 
times,  both  dav  and  night,  a  competent  and  efficient  watch  to  avoid 
being  surprised.  You  will  in  all  cases  endeavor  to  find  such  a  place 
for  lying  up  that  an  enemy  can  not  approach  your  boat  without  pass- 
ing througn  deep  water,  and  never  upon  any  account  permit  your 
steam  to  get  so  low  that  your  boat  can  not  be  handled.  In  all  other 
matters  you  must  use  your  own  good  judgment,  and  I  have  full  confi- 
dence to  believe  that  I  shall  hear  a  good  account  of  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alfbed  W.  Ellet, 
Brigadier'  General^  Commanding  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 


Beport  of  Lientenant-Colonel  SUet,  II.  8.  Army,  aoknowledging  receipt  of  orden. 

Headquabtebs  Mississippi  Mabine  Bbigade, 

Flagship  Autocrat^  March  28^  1863. 

Admibal:  Your  communication  bearing  date  March  28,  giving  me 
instructions  in  regard  to  my  operations  down  the  river,  has  been 
received. 

I  immediately  referred  them  to  Brigadier-General  Alfred  W.  Ellet 
in  accordance  with  a  general  order  of  the  command  now  in  force,  which 
I  enclose. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obe-dient  servant, 

floHN  A.  Ellet, 
Lieutenant'  Colonel^  Commanding  Ram  FUet, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Ahove  Vichshnrg. 


Letter  from  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Ellet,  U.  S. 

Army,  charging  disrespect, 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 
Yazoo  River ^  March  31^  1863. 

General:  1  have  received  a  communication  from  Lieutenant-Colonel 
John  A.  Ellet  in  relation  to  certain  instructions  I  gave  him  about  his 
operations  down  the  Mississippi  River.  It  appears  that  his  communi- 
cation was  forwarded  to  me  by  you,  which  I  consider  disrespectful.  I 
have  ordered  the  arrest  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  A.  Ellet  and  shall 
have  him  tried  by  court-martial. 
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It  should  be  known  to  you  that  an}'  order  I  ^ve  to  any  vessel 
of  the  Marine  Brigade  .should  be  promptly  obeyed.  I  do  not  recog- 
nize your  authority  to  give  any  orders  relating  to  the  management  of 
the  ram  fleet  or  the  l)rigade  without  onlers  from  me.  The  answer  to 
my  conununication  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  Ellet  is  evidently  an 
attempt  to  disregard  my  authority,  and  I  shall  meet  it,  as  I  do  all  cases 
of  insubordination,  with  that  promptne.ss  necessary  to  keep  up  proper 
discipline. 

I  sliould  like  to  see  your  answer  to  Lieutenant-(3olonel  John  EUeL 
Very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Poeteh, 
Acthuj  Rmr- Admiral^  ConnnanditKj  MinHi^siirpi  Squadron, 

Brigadier-General  A.  W.  Ellet, 

Coinmanditig  Marine  lirigndc^  MiatslHslppi  Sqiuidnm. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  EUet,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Porter,  V.  i. 
Navy,  aisnming  responsibility  for  the  coarse  of  his  subordinate  offleer. 

Headquarteks  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 

FhtijHlitp  Autocrat^  ttff  Yonnifa^  Pointy  April  1^1863. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  vour 
communication  of  the  31st  of  March,  informing  me  that  you  had  ordered 
the  arrest  of  one  of  my  officers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  A.  Ellet,  for 
obedience  to  my  orders.  Permit  me  to  say,  Admiral,  that  1  assume  all 
the  responsibility  attached  to  Lieutenant-C/olonel  EUet's  course,  who 
acted  under  a  general  order  emanating  from  these  headquarters  to  the 
effect  that  no  officer  of  the  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade  should  move  a 
vessel  of  this  command  without  tirst  obtaining  the  sanction  of  the 
general  commanding  or,  in  his  absence,  of  the  highest  officer  present 
Permit  me  further  to  state  that  while  I  retain  command  of  the  origade 
no  subordinate  officer  will  be  j)ermitted  to  execute  any  order  not  trans- 
mitted through  the  proper  milibiry  channel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alfhkd  W.  Ellet, 

Jiritjadtrr-  (reneraU  Conunandlng  Jf/ssfsuf'ppi  2[ar!ve  Brigade, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  David  I).  Porter, 


Letter  from  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-Oeneral  EUet,  V.  S. 

Army,  requesting  an  interview. 

r.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Aj/rilHi,  1863. 

Sir:  Will  you  please  come  on  board  the  flagship?     I  wish  to  confer 
with  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  I).  Porter, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral ^  (Jmnmandlng  J/iftsif(^*tij>pi  Sqaadrofu 

Brigadier-General  A.  W.  Ellet, 

Commandi7uj  Marine  Jingade^  Missimijrpi  Stpuidron, 
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Lattsr  from  Bear-Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  II.  8. 

Havj,  regarding  the  f[an»  of  the  late  XI.  8.  8.  Indianola. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Belati)  llcksburg,  March  %7,  1863. 

My  Dbar  Admiral:  I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  stat- 
ing that  the  provisions  will  be  down  to-night.  I  hope  they  will  come 
safelv. 

I  will  look  for  the  guns  of  the  Indhinola,  Aeklin  said  they  got  two  of 
them;  one  was  thrown  overboard,  one  burst  at  the  muzzle,  and  the  two 
saved  were  sent  to  Alexandria.  I  doubt  this  last,  but  I  will  look  to  it. 
I  am  fflad  Kroehl  has  given  it  up.  I  think  we  can  do  the  work  well 
enougn  with  barrels  of  powder.  1  hoi)e  she  will  slide  off  into  deep 
water  and  disappear.  I  do  not  see  how  the  rebels  managed  to  get  the 
guns  off  of  her.  Palmer  and  Jenkins  are  well  and  send  their  regards 
to  yoa.  I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  offer  to  stay  with 
you  when  I  come  up  again,  but  I  think  this  is  my  last  trip  up  the 
river. 

My  mental  work  has  nearly  worn  me  out.  I  think  if  1  get  down 
safely  I  will  ask  to  be  relievea. 

I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  your  kindness  to  my  son.  I  think 
you  will  find  him  a  fine  boy,  although  an  only  son.  The  enemy  is 
working  so  hard  at  Warrenton  to  block  you  up  that  I  think  I  shall  go 
down  to-night,  but  I  still  trust  that  you  will  send  a  force  sufticient  to 
blockade  Bfed  River  before  I  am  compelled  to  leave. 

Wishing  you  every  success  in  your  work  and  a  confirmation  of  rank, 
I  remain, 

y^ry  truly,  your  friend, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Advdral, 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Misshsippi  Flotilla^  above  Vickshurg, 

The  AlhatrosH  will  be  on  the  lookout  for  the  lighter  of  provisions. 

D.  G.  F. 


Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8. 
Navy,  urging  the  need  of  additional  force  for  holding  Bed  Biver. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 
Below  Vichshurg^  Misx,^  March  27^  1863, 

My  Dear  Admiral:  I  received  last  evening  your  letter  in  reply  to 
mine  of  yesterday  from  Biggs'  farm. 

Although  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  Swltzerhmtl^  as  she  can 
be  of  great  service  to  me  if  she  succeeds  in  passing  the  batteries  at 
Warrenton  and  Grand  Gulf,  still  I  regret  exceedingl}'  that  you  can 
not  let  me  have  two  ironclads. 

You  misunderstood  mj^  object  if  you  supposed  that  1  wanted  these 
vessels  for  our  greater  security;  for  whatever  may  be  the  fact,  1  assure 
you  that  1  have  not  the  slightest  apprehension  of  all  the  forces  of  the 
enemy  that  I  know  of  in  this  river  and  in  its  tributaries.  My  desire 
was  to  make  you  fully  comprehend  my  isolated  position,  separated 
from  one  of  the  most  extensive  commands  on  our  seacoast,  without  the 
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ability  of  communicating  with  them  except  by  fighting  my  way  back, 
to  do  which  I  shall  have  to  abandon  the  blockade  of  Red  River,  which, 
like  yourself,  I  deem  the  most  important  point  at  present;  still  my 
time  is  limited,  and  1  do  not  wish  to  leave  Red  River  until  you  can 
supply  a  force  adequate  to  the  blockade  which  1  have  asked  for.  If 
this  can  be  done  in  a  month  or  six  weeks  I  shall  hope  to  maintain  the 
blockade  during  that  period,  and  will  try  to  open  a  communication 
with  General  Banks  across  the  point  opposite  Port  Hudson. 

I  should  have  been  very  nuich  gratitiea  to  have  seen  and  talked  these 
matters  over  with  you  as  I  did  with  General  Grant  yesterday;  he  mav 
be  able  to  give  j-ou  our  views  then  entertained.  I  see  that  general^ 
great  difficulty  in  acting  below  Vicksburg  is  the  want  of  transportation, 
which,  whenever  he  can  obtain.  Grand  Gulf  should  be  occupied,  as 
their  30-pounder  Parrott  are  quite  an  annoyance.  They  appear  to  be 
fortifying  Warrenton  either  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  our  vessels 
or  in  anticipation  of  an  attack;  I  shall  therefore  drop  down  this  even- 
ing or  to-night,  as  I  must  not  expose  my  ship  more  than  is  necessary. 

With  a  strong  hope  that  you  will  yet  be  able  to  furnish  the  force  I 
ask  in  time  forliolmng  Red  River, 

I  remain,  very  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

I).  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral/ 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comrtiandliig  U.  S,  MlsHissippl  Squadron, 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Farragut,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  Colonel  Charles  Ellet,  II.  8.  Army,  com- 
manding IT.  8.  ram  8witserland. 

Below  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  March  ^7,  [186S], 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  Acting  Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 
placing  you  and  your  vessel  under  my  command  for  the  present.  I 
wish,  tnerefore,  that  you  will  till  her  up  with  coal,  and  as  soon  as  your 
repaire  are  made  come  down  to  the  Indianola^  a  little  below  New  Car- 
thage, and  join  me.  I  shall  wait  there  a  day  or  two  in  order  to 
destroy  that  vessel.  You  will  pass  the  batteries  at  Warrenton  in  the 
night,  so  as  to  brin^  your  vessel  down  in  good  order. 
1  shall  probably  arop  down  to-night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[D.  G.  Farragut,] 

Hear-AdnuraL 
Colonel  Charles  Ellet, 

Commanding  U*  S,  Ram  Swiizerhind, 


Beport  of  Sear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  8.  Navy,  referring  to  the  necessity  of  reducing  the 

Warrenton  batteries. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 
Beloio  Vick^hurg^  Miss.^  March  ^27^  1863. 

Sir:  Upon  my  arrival  here  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  a  lengthy 
communication  in  relation  to  my  passage  up  this  river.  My  object,  as 
1  then  stated,  was  to  communicate  with  General  Grant  and  Admiral 
Porter,  and  to  apply  to  the  latter  for  an  adequate  force — i.  o.,  two 
ironclads  and  two  rams  to  blockade  Red  Kivcr,  which  would  leave  me  at 
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liberty  to  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  return  to  New 
Orleans  and  assume  the  command  of  my  squadron,  from  which  I  am 
DOW  entirely  separated. 

The  absence  of  Admiral  Porter  up  the  Yazoo  prevented  my  com- 
municating with  him  and  receiving  nis  final  answer  until  last  night, 
when  he  informed  me  that  he  could  at  present  only  spare  me  the  ram 
Switzerlayid^  which  had  been  sent  down  by  General  Ellet,  together 
with  another,  called  the  Lancaster^  two  days  ago,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  an  attack  upon  Warrenton  and  assisting  me  in  the  blockade 
of  Red  River.  General  Ellet,  however,  from  an  excess  of  zeal,  sent 
his  vessels  down  in  open  davlight,  in  consequence  of  which  one  was 
totallv  destroyed  and  the  otter,  the  Switzerland^  seriously  damaged, 
but  she  will  be  ready  for  service  in  a  day  or  two,  and  will  accompany 
me  down  to  Red  River,  which  place  I  hope  to  blockade  and  cut  on  the 
enemy's  supplies  to  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  until  Admiral  Porter 
sends  me  an  adequate  force  to  perform  that  duty,  when  I  shall 
endeavor  to  run  by  the  batteries  at  Port  Hudson  and  rejoin  my 
command. 

I  have  obtained  from  General  Grant  and  Admiral  Porter  a  full  sup- 
ply of  coal  to  last  me,  with  great  economy,  a  month  or  six  weeks. 

The  enemy  have  now  made  their  fortifications  at  Warrenton  so  for- 
midable that  it  is  hazardous  for  the  vessels  to  pass  up  by  that  place  to 
obtain  their  supplies,  and  until  those  batteries  are  reduced  the  chance 
of  getting  supplies  from  this  end  of  the  line,  as  well  as  from  the  other, 
will  be  very  precarious;  although  they  floated  me  a  coal  barge  down 
past  Vicksburg  with  perfect  success,  and  by  choosing  dark  nights  they 
may  succeed  frequently  still,  notwithstanding  that  tliis  fortification  at 
Warrenton  increases  the  distance  some  5  or  6  miles. 

I  have  attacked  the  Warrenton  batteries  some  three  different  times 
since  I  have  been  here,  and  although  my  ship  and  boats  have  suffered 
much,  I  have  lost  no  lives,  nor  had  any  wounded,  but  as  the  enemy 
has  had  two  or  three  days  to  prepare  in,  my  passage  down  may  not  be 
so  successful. 

I  have  urged  upon  Admiral  Porter  the  necessity  of  sending  me  the 
force  which  I  have  requested  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible,  as,  when 
the  time  arrives,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  ({uit  Red  River  and  take  my 
chances  for  New  Orleans. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by, 
Your  obedient  seiTant, 

D.  (i.  Farkagut, 

licaT'Adrn  iral, 

Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

[Kiulorscineiit.] 

Porter  should  send  boats  below. 

W[kllesJ. 


Beport  of  the  secretary  of  Eear- Admiral  Farragut,  U.  8.  Navy,  covering  operations  from 

March  27  to  April  7,  1863. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
OfN*>'w  Orlean.^,  Airrll  VU  ISOS, 
Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  about  daybreak,  the  admiral,  in 
the   Hartford^   engaged  the   batteries  at  Warrenton,  3  milos  below 
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Vicksburg,  and  passed  telow  it.  On  the  niorninff  of  the  29th,  before 
daylight,  the  AfOfttfoxM^  having  taken  in  a  full  supply  of  provisions  from 
a  barge  which  had  been  floated  down  the  previous  morning  l)y  Adniii-al 
Porter,  also  passed  the  Warrenton  l)attery  and  anchored  near  the  flag- 
ship. It  was  blowing  quite  heavily  from  the  north,  and  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  29th,  about  1  a.  m.,  the  wharf  boat  Vwlcshiirg  having  broken 
adrift  from  her  moorings  at  the  citj^  floated  down  and  ran  ashore 
opposite  to  where  the  Hartford  and  AfhatroftM  were  anchored.  During 
the  day  (29th)  an  oflicer  was  sent  on  lK)ard  of  the  Virksf/un/^  but  found 
that  her  machinery  had  all  been  removed,  and  she  had  nothing  on 
board  save  four  muskets  and  accouterments,  which  probably  belonged 
to  the  guard.  While  the  admiral  was  hesitating  as  to  the  propriety  of 
retaining  her  as  a  wharf  boat,  or  rather  depot,  the  rebels  came  down 
and  (on  the  night  of  the  30th)  burned  her. 

The  Smtzen^ind^  Hartford^  and  Albatross  being  all  filled  up  with 
coal  and  provisions  floated  down  by  General  Grant  and  Admiral  Por- 
ter in  barges,  the  damages  to  the  Switzerki7id  being  fully  repaired, 
that  vessel  passed  Warrenton  on  the  morning  of  the  81st,  and  at  day- 
light the  little  squadron  got  underway  and  proceeded  down  the  river  to 
a  Mr.  Turner's  plantation,  where,  on  our  passage  up,  we  had  seen  the 
wreck  of  the  Indianohi.  We  found  no  traces  of  the  wreck,  but  learned 
that  it  had  slid  otT  into  deep  water  during  the  late  gale.  We  anchored 
at  this  place  and  remained  until  about  (>:30  p.  m.,  when  we  got  under- 
way, proceeded  down,  and  engaged  the  battery  at  Grand  Gulf.  This 
battery  consist^^d  of  some  two  or  throe  heavy  guns  sent  down  from 
Vicksburg.  One  of  these  guns  was  mounted  ijpon  a  steamer  which 
had  been  (concealed  iip  the  Big  Black  River.  The  enemy  also  had  a 
light  field  battery.  Tney  struck  the  Switzerland  twice,  doing  no  dam- 
age, however;  the  AlhutroHs  was  not  struck  at  all.  The  Jlartfordyf^s 
struck  only  once,  but  this  shot  struck  an  iron  hammock  stanchion, 
threw  a  fragment  of  it  forward  nearly  half  the  length  of  the  ship,  and 
killed Jones,  landsman;  this  was  our  only  casualty. 

Wo  passed  this  Iwittery  in  alxHit  fifteen  minutes  and  anchored  l>elow 
Grand  (lulf  for  the  niglit. 

At  daylight  on  the  1st  instant  got  underway,  proceeded  to  the  mouth 
of  Red  River,  where  we  anchored  aI>out  sundown,  destro^'ing  in  our 
pa.ssage  down  a  large  numl)er  of  skifl:s  and  flatboats. 

We  remained  blockading  Red  River  at  its  mouth  until  the  morning 
of  the  t»th  instant,  when  we  got  underway  at  al)out  4:30  a.  in.  and  pro- 
ceeded down  to  Ifciyou  Sara,  where  we  stopi)ed,  seized  upon  and  threw 
into  the  river  alnnit  1(>,()0()  sacks  of  corn,  and  then  proceeded  on  our 
way  to  Port  Hudson,  where  we  anchored  about  5  miles  above  the 
batteries  at  3  p.  m.  on  the  ♦)th. 

On  the  evening  of  the  7th.  at  SiIT)  j).  m..  I  left  the  Hartford^  and 
boarded  the  litvlknunuh  off  l^ton  Roug(»,  a})out  2  a.  m.  on  the  8th 
instant. 

The  health  of  the  snuadron  above  is  good. 

Very  respectfully  submitted,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  (\  (jABAri)AN, 

Iit>ar-  A  dm  //•(//'/<  Scrretary, 

Commodore  H.  W.  Morris, 

Conwtatidljuj  Loircr  DlvUiori  of  We^t  Gulf  JHorkuhj.  Stjuadrou, 
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latter  firom  Acting  Eear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Eear-Admiral  Farragut,  V.  8. 

Nayy,  regarding  general  affkirs. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Fazof)  River,  March  28,  1863. 

My  Dear  Admiral:  You  misunderstood  the  purport  of  my  letter.* 
I  never  suppose<l  for  a  moment  that  vou  want<*d  the  ironclads  for  your 
own  security,  for  the  Hartford  could  whip  all  the  rebel  navy  in  those 
waters.  I  only  spoke  of  the  greater  efficiency  of  the  Switzerland.  I 
have  here  only  five  ironclads  that  can  stem  the  current — not  mention- 
ing the  Lafaytrtte,  which  I  had  brought  down  here  to  have  her  com- 
pleted.    She  will  not  be  fit  for  service  for  a  time  to  come. 

If  you  could  see  the  five  ironclads  that  have  just  returned  from  the 
most  remarkable  expedition  vessels  ever  started  on,  vou  would  not 
think  them  very  suitable  for  running  any  distance,  'rhev  are  almost 
to  pieces — rudders  gone,  pipes  down,  every  boat  smashed,  decks  swept, 
and  wheels  broken. 

*'The  play  was  worth  the  candle,"  and,  had  we  got  through  and 
formed  a  junction  with  the  expedition  that  got  tlirough  Yazoo  Pass,  it 
would  hav6  settled  Vicksburg.  But  I  could  not  afford  to  run  any 
risks,  and,  our  army  being  far  behind  for  want  of  transportation,  1 
gave  it  up  (as  1  since  found  out)  very  wnsel}-,  as  the  enemy  sent  t),(X)0 
men  up  there  with  heavy  guns.  So  we  had  all  our  knocking  to  pieces 
for  nothing.  That  I  don't  mind,  as  long  as  I  lose  none  of  the  vessels; 
for  our  people  at  the  North  howl  so  over  the  loss  of  an  old  rat-trap  that 
it  makes  me  cautious.     My  idea  is,  ''  Nothing  venture,  nothing  gain." 

I  thought  3"ou  wanted  the  ironclads  right  off,  which  could  not  very 
well  be  done;  but  I  shall  have  no  difficulty  in  getting  a  force  to  Red 
River  before  you  leave.  We  are  going  to  work  our  way  down  the 
Bayou  Mav^on,  and  some  morning  you  will  see  us  coming  out  of  the 
mouth  of  Red  River.     Please  don't  send  a  broadside*,  into  us. 

The  route  I  speak  of  is  very  practicable,  and  is  now  open.  There 
will  be  some  fignting  to  do,  l)ut  that  we  get  paid  for. 

I  hoiK?  you  received  \'our  provisions.  I  heard  a  gun  fire  about  the 
time  the  barge  arrived  onpositc  th(»  town,  which  1  presume  was  an 
alarm  given,  C4iused  by  the  smell  of  pork,  which  the  nostrUs  of  the 
rebels  are  not  used  to.  Could  tliey  have  captured  that  barge,  they 
would  have  saluted  with  200  guns. 

I  don't  know  yet  how  our  expedition  down  the  Yazoo  Pass  gets 
along.  Thev  waited  one  week  Ioniser  than  thcv  should  have  done  for 
some  soldiers;  when  their  orders  were  to  push  on  and  wait  for  nothin«r. 
They  gave  the  enemy  just  time  to  erect  a  fort  of  six  heavv  guns, 
which  our  fellows  have  been  fighting  ever  since,  with  a  loss  of  'M\ 
killed  and  wounded. 

When  I  get  all  my  chickens  together  we  will  commence  the  descent 
of  the  Bayou  Ma^on  into  Red  River.  If  the  relu^ls  have  not  recovered 
those  IX-inch  guns,  we  can  clean  out  that  country  in  a  short  time.  If 
they  have  got  them  they  can  give  us  trouble  in  a  narrow  river  where 
only  tw^o  vessels  can  fight  abreast. 

1  our  son  went  up  last  night.     I  S(»nt  him  in  one  of  our  vessels. 

I  was  sorry  not  to  see  you  before  you  went,  but  I  was  so  worn-out 
after  the  late"  expedition  that  I  was  not  fit  to  attempt  the  walk.  I  have 
l)een  suffering  lately  with  dysentery,  and  am  not  stronjr.     Remember 

*  See  p.  28. 
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me  to  Palmer  and  Jenkins,  and  when  you  meet  my  old  friend  Alden, 
8ay  a  thousand  kind  things  for  me.  I  hope  it  is  not  true  that 
Cummings  is  killed.  He  was  a  gallant  officer  and  too  good  a  man  to 
lose. 

With  best  wishes  for  your  success  and  safe  arrival  below, 
I  remain  truly  and  sincerely  yours, 

Datid  D.  Porter, 

Acting  Hear-Ad/mvral. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Cojnttuinding  Western  Gulf  Bhwhadlmj  Squadrwi, 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Farragut,  V.  B.  Navy,  to  Oolonel  EUet,  V.  8.  Army,  regarding 

Sie  passage  of  the  batteries. 

Below  Warrenton,  Miss.,  March  28^  \1863\. 

Colonel:  I  am  informed  that  your  boilers  will  be  repaired  by  noon 
to-morrow. 

1  do  not  know  how  you  can  supply  yourself  with  fuel  below.  Having 
been  down  yourself  in  the  Queen  of  the  West^  you  know  what  your 
chances  are  for  procuring  wood;  but  if  a  barge  comes  down  with  pro- 
visions, I  think  that  you  would  do  well  to  put  some  coal  into  it  irom 
the  coal  barge  and  bring  it  down  with  you.  It  will  tow  well,  but  the 
coal  barge  will  subject  you  to  a  heavy  fire  at  Grand  Gulf. 

1  wish  you  to  pass  both  batteries  at  night,  for  we  must  remember 
that  we  have  no  facilities  for  repairs  after  we  leave  here  until  we 
return  or  reach  New  Orleans;  besides  we  must  be  careful  of  the  lives 
intrusted  to  ils. 

I  shall  await  you  at  New  Carthage. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[D.  G.  Farragut,] 

Mear-Adm  iraL 
Colonel  Charles  Ellet, 

Vominandhuj  U,  JS,  Ram  Siri.tzerhnd, 


Order  of  Sear-Admiral  Farragut,  V.  B.   Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Hart,  V.  8. 
Kavy,  commanding  V.  8.  B.  Albratrosi,  regarding  coal  and  proyiiions. 

^  IT.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 
Belinjt)  Warrenton^  MisK,^  March  28^  1863, 

Captain:  Did  the  barge  come  down  or  not?  If  it  did,  and  you  find 
the  provisions  too  many  to  bring  between  you  and  the  Switzerland^ 
you  had  better  tow  the  barge  down  to-night,  for  1  fear  that  it  has 
been  captured,  in  w^hich  event  you  had  better  see  if  the  amount  you 
require  can  not  be  brought  down  through  the  canal.  1  am  anxious  to 
get  down  the  river  as  far  as  New  Carthage,  but  am  afraid  to  leave 
here  until  you  are  past  the  batteries.  If  you  come  down  at  night  1 
think  there  will  be  no  risk  of  damage,  as  they  have  nothing  heavier 
than  a  30- pounder  Parrott. 

If  the  barge  comes  down  with  provisions  I  think  C'Olonel  Ellet  had 
better  fill  her  with  coal  from  the  coal  barge  and  bring  her  down  with 
him;  otherwise  1  do  not  sec  how  he  is  to  obtain  fuel  when  his  present 
stock  is  exhausted.  If  the  barge  is  dow^n,  or  comes  to-night,  you  had 
better  come  along  down  with  it.     I  shall  spend  a  da}^  or  two  at  New 
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Carthage  in  trying  to  destroy  the  hullanolu,,  and  you  can  })oth  meet 
Die  there.     If  in  coming  down  you  are  disabled  show  a  red  lantern 
and  we  will  go  to  your  assistance. 
Very  respectfully, 

[D.  G.  Farragut,] 

Rear-Adwiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  John  E.  Hart, 

(Jomvianding  ZL  K  /S.  Albatross, 


Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Farragut,  V.  8.  Kavy,  to  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  B. 
Havy,  aeknowledging  the  receipt  of  proviiions  and  referring  to  yarions  operations. 

Below  Warrenton,  March  30^  \1863\ 

My  Dear  Admiral:  1  have  to  acknowledge  the  arrival  of  a  barge 
load  of  provisions,  for  w  hich  I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you. 

They  fired,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  officers  of  the  Alba- 
tross^ some  fifteen  shot,  but  only  touched  her  once,  and  then  did  her 
no  damage,  as  the  shot  passed  through  one  comer.  I  now  have  all 
my  provisions  on  board,  but  the  weather  has  been  so  cold  and  dis- 
a^eeable,  to  say  nothing  of  its  blowing  a  gale  of  wind,  I  have  not 
cared  to  drop  down. 

It  appears  that  the  old  Vickshurg  broke  adrift  from  her  moorings 
at  the  city,  and  she  came  down  upon  us  at  1  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
We  thought  that  the  enemy  were  upon  us,  but  soon  discovered  her  to 
be  a  harmless  hulk,  as  she  went  down  a  little  below  us,  at  which  I  was 
much  gratified,  as  it  enables  me  to  show  the  officers  and  men  of  this 
ship  the  difference  between  the  effects  of  ramming  and  the  accounts 
of  the  same.  We  were  told  that  the  Queen  of  the  West  ran  into  and 
sank  the  Vickshurg;  the  fact  is  the  boat  was  scarcely  injured,  and  the 
ram  barely  broke  the  outer  rim  of  her  guard;  nor  do  1  believe  that 
the  Indmnola  was  seriously  injured,  or  else  why  would  our  people 
have  cut  the  pipes  to  sink  herif  I  shall,  however,  make  it  my  bosi- 
ne.ss  to  carefully  examine  these  points,  us  I  find  that  it  is  by  such 
stories  as  these  that  our  people  arc  demoralized.  I  mav  take  the 
V!eki<burg  down  with  me,  although  I  am  afraid  that  slio  will  prove  an 
elephant  and  b(»  a  source  of  more  trouble  than  profit  to  mo.  in  which 
case,  however,  1  can  always  burn  her.  She  had  nothing  in  her  save 
some  four  or  five  muskets  and  the  bedding  of  the  guard;  all  the 
machinery  and  everything  belonging  to  her  has  l)een  removed. 

I  most  sincerely  hope  that  you  will  succeed  in  your  contemplated 
enterprise  down  the  Ma<,*on.  I  shall  watch  for  you  with  intense  inter- 
est, but  do  not  come  out  in  the  night,  beciiuse  it  will  be  out  of  my 
power  to  distinguish  friend  from  foe;  in  the  daytime,  however,  your 
flag  will  suffice  to  designate  3^our  nationality.  If  your  transports  get 
through  to  Red  River,  it  seems  to  me  that  by  landing  20,000  men  at 
Bayou  Sara,  and  General  Banks  moving  up  from  Baton  Rouge  upon 
Pf>rt  Hudson,  that  place  uuist  fall. 

I  am  in  hopes  that  the  Swttzei'lanJ  will  be  down  to-night,  as  I  do 
not  like  to  leave  before  I  see  her  down,  for  fear  that  some  additional 
accident  may  happen  to  her. 

Very  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

[D.  G.  Farragut,] 

Rear- Ad  in  hal. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Cormnmiding  Mhis^i^mjrpi  Squadron. 
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Beport  of  Acting  Eear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  8.  Kavy,  making  recommendationf  to  th« 

Department  regarding  the  blockading  of  Bed  Biver. 

MississnTi  Squadron^ 
Yazoo  Biver^  March  30, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  urgent  applications  from  Admiral  Farragut  to 
send  him  two  ironclads  for  the  purpose  of  blockading  Red  River  when 
he  leaves  that  place. 

The  time  was  when  two  ironclads  (or  the  two  vessels  1  did  send 
there)  would  have  sufficed  to  blockade  Red  River  effectualh^  but  the 
fact  of  the  Qxweii  of  the  ^Yest  being  on  the  other  side  instead  of  on 
ours,  makes  it  necessary  to  send  a  more  effective  force  than  the  one 
asked  for.  1  am  anxious  to  consult  the  public  interest,  and  could  I 
have  done  so  with  safety,  would  have  sent  a  force  below  long  since. 
In  my  judgment,  the  fMncaster  and  Svntzerland  were  not  in  a  condi- 
tion to  go,  and  I  was  right  in  my  opinion,  for  a  single  shot  striking 
the  hull  of  the  Lancaster  cut  her  rignt  in  two.  She  was  not  fit  for  a 
coal  barge  even,  so  old  and  rotten  wa«  she.  The  other  got  through 
more  by  good  luck  than  good  management.  I  have  other  vessels  here, 
it  is  true,  but  when  they  go  below  thev  will  not  be  able  to  get  up 
again.  There  are  three  points  on  the  Mississippi  River  between  this 
and  Red  River  which  none  of  our  Pook  steamers  can  pass  on  account 
of  current. 

I  must  keep  something  read}"^  for  important  operations  here,  and, 
taking  everything  into  consideration,  m}^  judgment  tells  me  that  the 
admiral  should  stii}'^  at  Red  River  as  long  as  his  vessels  will  float.  I 
have  supplied  him  with  provisions  and  coal,  and  can  continue  to  do  so. 
He  could  not  be  of  such  service  anywhere  as  where  he  is  now,  and 
even  if  he  goes  himself  he  should  not  withdraw  his  vessels,  which  are 
the  only  means  of  stalling  out  Port  Hudson.  I  can  not,  of  course, 
make  these  suggestions  to  Admiral  Farragut,  but  if  the  Department 
thinks  with  me  tney  might  express  such  wishes;  the  admiral  would  be 
satisfied,  I  am  sure,  to  carry  out  the  programme. 

No  one  knows  except  those  here  the  importance  of  stopping  up  Red 
River  and  commanding  the  west  l)ank  of  the  Mississippi.  The  loss  of 
a  few  vessels  on  our  side  is  nothing  compared  to  the  injury  we  inflict 
on  the  whole  Southern  Confederacy. 

General  (irant  will  soon  want  gunboats  on  the  other  side  of  Vicks- 
burg,  if  he  thinks  of  occupying  (Jrand  Gulf — which  he  talks  of.  In 
that  case  Admiral  Farragut  will  be  released,  for  I  should  find  it 
necessarv  (to  support  General  Grant)  to  run  the  whole  fleet  below, 
with  eight  months'  provisions  and  coal. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Pokter, 
Acting  ReaV'Admiral^  Cnnmtundhig  MlHHtsslpjn'  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^   Washington, 


Report  of  Lieatenant-Oolonel  EUet,  U.   B.  Army,  oommanding  U.  B.  ram  Bwitzerland, 

axmoancing  readiness  for  moyement. 

Mississippi  River  Ram  Fleet, 
U,  S.  Steam  Ham  Switzerland,  helov)  Vickshnrg^  March  30^  1863. 

Dear  Uncle:  We  got  steam  up  late  yesterda}*  evening  and  moved 
the  boat  inside  the  crevasse.     Everything  worked  like  a  charm.     We 
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are  now  busily  engaged  in  putting  on  the  cotton  and  getting  the  coal 
changed.  The  work  will  be  fully  completed  by  3  o'clock  this  p.  m., 
and  we  will  then  await  the  most  favorable  part  of  the  night  for  a  start. 

The  empty  barge  leaked  considerably  wnen  we  came  to  put  the  coal 
into  it;  for  that  reason  I  did  not  have  the  men  work  after  12  o'clock, 
hoping  that  it  would  swell  by  morning;  and  l)esido8  we  have  plenty 
of  time  to  get  everything  done  before  night. 

I  send  you  two  newspaper  paragraphs;  you  will  lind  them  interest- 
ing and  insulting.  You  can  expect  nothing  from  a  hog  but  a  grunt. 
Good-bye;  don't  forget  to  write  to  father. 

Your  affectionate  nephew,  John  A.  Ellet. 

[Brigadier-General  A.  W.  Ellet.] 

P.  S. — If  any  one  comes  down  here  from  the  fleet  to-day  send 
some  matches,  salt,  pepper,  postage  stamps,  and  Washington  medal- 
lion pens. 


Bsport  of  Lientonant-Colonel  EUet,  V.  8.  Armyf  commanding  V.  8.  ram  Bwitierland, 
regarding  operations  of  that  veuel  from  Maroh  28  to  May  17. 

U.  S.  Steam  Ram  Switzerland, 
Mimth  of  Red  River,  La.,  May  W,  1863. 

General:  In  ac<x)rdance  with  your  instructions  dated  March  28  1 
took  command  of  this  vessel.  The  injuries  received  in  the  passage 
of  the  Vicksburg  batteries  being  full}'  repaired,  I  passed  the  batteries 
at  Warrenton  on  the  morning  of  March  31  t>efore  da^'light.  To  my 
great  surprise  the  enemv  fired  but  one  gun,  probably  owing  to  the 
severe  bombardment  of  the  batteries  b}'^  Admiral  Farragut  on  the  day 
previous.  Below  Warrenton  I  joined  Admiml  Farragut  with  his  two 
vessels,  the  Hart  ford  and  AlhatroRs,  and  wo  pioceedcd  down  the  river 
in  companv.  We  stopped  below  New  Carthage  until  after  nightfall 
that  we  might  have  the  advantage  of  the  darkness  in  passing  the  bat- 
teries at  Grand  Gulf.  At  8  o'clock  we  started  past  the  batterios,  the 
Switzerlnnd  in  the  advance.  We  were  exposed  to  a  v(mt  hot  tire  for 
about  fifteen  minutes,  to  which  we  vigorously  re[>lied.  My  vessel 
was  twice  struck,  but  no  one  was  injured,  and  but  trifling  damage  was 
done  to  the  lx)at.  We  then  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  lied  River, 
the  blockade  of  which  we  have  maintained  ever  since.  All  yawls  and 
flatboats  in  our  course  were  destroyed  to  prevent  the  crossing  of 
troops  or  supplies.  I  have  three  times  been  down  the  river  as  far  as 
Port  Hudson,  to  communicate  across  the  peninsula  with  Admiral  Far- 
ragufs  fleet  below.  The  point  was  strongly  guarded  by  the  enemy, 
but  by  shelling  the  woods  and  then  sending  out  a  strong  party  as  an 
esc*ort  the  messenger  was  each  time  enabled  to  reach  his  destination  in 
safety. 

On  our  last  trip  sharp  skirmishing  with  the  enemy's  pickets  ensued, 
in  which  we  took  two  prisoners  and  wounded  others;  no  casualties  on 
our  side.  We  captured  a  signal  station  containing  15  pairs  of  blan- 
kets, a  quantity  of  clothing,  small  arms,  provisions,  torches,  rockets, 
etc.  At  Bayou  Sara  we  destroyed  30  hogsheads  of  sugar,  50o  sacks 
of  corn,  corn  meal,  and  hominy,  together  with  100  bushels  of  sweet 
potatoes  intended  for  the  rebel  army  at  Port  Hudson.  On  the  1st  of 
May  I  was  dispatched  to  Grand  Gulf,  Miss.,  by  Admiral  Farragut  to 
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comniiinicate  with  Acliiiii'iLi  Pdrti-r.  whom  v,l-  learned  was  lying  v 
his  jjiiiiboats  alMiVP  that  point,  to  oliUin  of  him  some  ironcliid  vos 
to  I'oopcmt^  with  Ik'neral  Buukr-,  who  was  niarcliing  on  Alexandria. 
I  vrtis  gmtifittd  to  tind  that  (iratid  (jiilf  was  ours  and  that  Admiral 
Porter  was  below  that  jwint.  Admiral  Porter  immediately  deter- 
mined to  go  up  lied  River  with  three  ironclads,  the  wooden  gunboat 
General  Pricf,  and  the  ram  Swit^erhmd.  Arriving  at  the  mouth  of 
Red  Kiver,  our  fleet  was  joined  by  the  EntreVn  and  Arhonn,  two  small 
schooner-rigged  wooden  gunboats  belonging  to  Admiral  Farragiit's 
fleet,  these  having  arrived  from  Berwick  Bay  through  the  Atchafalaya 
River  during  my  absence.  The  seven  vessels  then  started  up  Red 
River,  the  Simtzerland  leading  the  van.  We  encountered  no  obstruc- 
tions until  we  reached  Fort  De  Ru.say  ((Jordon's  Landing).  The  fort 
was  evacuated,  but  the  enemy  had  placed  a  largo  raft  across  the  river, 
which  was  easily  removed.  The  casemates  of  the  fort  were  entirely 
destroyed  and  Government  property  (Confederate)  burned.  We  then 
proceeded  to  Alexandria,  which  phice  was  also  evacuated.  Admiral 
Porter  tooit  possession  at  9  o'clock  a.  m..  and  General  Banki:i  arrived 
at  fl  o'clock  p.  m.  The  rebel  forces  under  Generals  Taylor  and  Sibley 
rcti"eated  up  the  river  to  Shreveport,  taking;  with  them  all  their  gun- 
boatti  and  transports.  As  it  was  reported  that  there  was  but  8  feet  of 
water  on  the  falls.  Admiral  Porter  did  not  think  it  prudent  for  the 
fleet  to  pursue  them.  Ho  therefore,  on  the  following  morning,  sent 
an  expedition  up  the  Black  and  Washita  [Ouachita]  rivers.  It  con- 
Misted  of  the  ironclad  gunboat  Pittsburg,  the  wooden  boats  Arisima 
and  Price,  and  the  ram  Siiyitzcrhuul.  We  ascended  the  Black  River 
to  the  town  of  Trinity,  at  which  point  Black  Kiver  is  formed  by  the 
confluence  of  Washita  [OuachitaJ,  Tensas,  and  Little  rivers.  Here  we 
destroyed  a  large  amount  of  stores  intended  for  the  rebel  army,  con- 
sisting of  sugar,  molasses,  wait,  saltpeter,  tobacco,  bacon,  et*'.  We 
then  proceeded  up  the  Washita  [Ouachita]  to  a  place  called  Harrison- 
burg, yu  miles  from  the  mouth  of  Black  River  and  15  from  Trinity. 
Hero  we  met  with  a  serious  obetruction  in  the  shape  of  a  strong  rehijl 
fortification  called  Fort  lieauregard.  The  Pittehurg,  Arizona,  and 
Gencrul.  P)'kv.  bombai-ded  the  fort  for  three  hoftra  with  their  long- 
range  guns,  but  as  my  small  battery  would  not  reach  the  fortihcations 
I  was  obliged  to  amuse  myself  by  snelUng  the  woods  on  either  side  of 
tlie  river  to  repel  sharpshooters  secreted  along  the  bank  to  tire  upon 
our  gunners.  The  enemy  had  no  heavy  guns  in  position.  Their 
battery  consisted  of  one  -12,  two  32s,  ana  a  hattei-y  of  twelve  small 
lieldpieces;  but  these  were  so  thoroughly  protected  by  their  heavy 
earthworks  that  our  guns  made  no  impression  on  them.  It  was  there- 
fore thought  best  to  inform  Admiral  Porter  of  the  condition  of  affairs, 
that  he  might  send  up  the  other  two  ironclads  to  assist  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  fort.  The  Switseiiund  was  dispatched  to  Alexandria  for 
that  purpose.  I  met  Admiral  Porter  in  the  Benton  on  Red  River,  just 
below  Fort  De  Russy,  and  delivered  my  message  and  dispatches.  He 
sent  me  back  to  order  all  the  boats  down  to  the  mouth  of  Red  River 
forthwith,  I  did  so.  Arriving  at  the  mouth  of  Black  River,  1  received 
an  order  from  him  to  proceed  to  Alexandria  to  cooperate  with  the 
anny.  But  two  brigaaos  remained  at  that  point,  under  General 
Weitzcl,  the  rest  having  returned  to  Simmesport,  on  the  Atchafalaya, 
A  body  of  Texas  cavalry,  about  1,000  strong,  had  Ix'come  trouble- 
some to  General  Weitzel's  outposts.    They  were  encamped  on  Bayou 
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Rapides^  20  miles  atwve  Aloxanciria,  and  had  a  l)attcrv  of  Heldpieces 
protected  by  a  cotton- bale  fortitication  at  the  junction  of  myou 
Kapides  with  Red  River. 

General  Weitzel  wanted  to  catch  thcin.  His  plan  was  to  send  a  l)oat 
up  the  river  to  shell  the  battery  and  carrying  a  sufficient  number  of 
men  to  make  a  landing  and  hold  the  bridge  across  Bayou  Rapides, 
while  a  cavalry  force  cut  off  their  retreat  in  every  otfier  direction. 
He  asked  the  cooperation  of  my  vessel,  and  complying  with  the 
request,  300  soldiers  were  immediately  sent  on  board.  We  started  up 
the  river  at  8  a.  m.,  moving  very  slowly  and  cautiously  over  the  falls, 
and  sounding  as  we  went.  We  passed  over  without  difficulty,  and  the 
shallowest  cast  of  the  lead  that  we  obtained  was  9  feet.  We  had  no 
Red  River  pilot,  and  of  course  were  compelled  to  ^uess  at  the  channel. 
The  e^raduated  scale  upon  the  wharf  at  Alexandria,  designed  to  jshow 
the  oepth  of  water  on  the  falls,  gave  18  feet,  and  I  have  no  doubt  we 
would  have  found  that  amount  had  we  known  the  channel.  This  was 
eight  days  after  our  arrival  at  Alexandria,  and  the  river  had  been  con- 
stantly ndling.  The  expedition  upon  which  we  were  dispatched  was 
not  successful;  the  enemy,  seeing  the  ram  coming  up  the  river,  aban- 
doned their  cotton-bale  fortifications  and  escaped  before  the  infantr}' 
could  land  and  cut  off  their  retreat. 

Two  days  after,  to  wit,  on  the  17th  day  of  May,  the  remainder  of 
Banks^  army  left  Alexandria,  and  is  now  on  the  rojid  to  Simmesport. 
I  covered  their  rear  as  long  as  the  road  followed  the  bank  of  the  river, 
to  keep  them  from  being  annoyed  by  the  enem^'^'s  cavalry,  and  then 
proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  Red  J^iver,  where  1  am  now  lying,  cleaning 
out  our  boilers  and  attending  to  some  trifling  repairs.  So  constantly 
has  my  vessel  been  employed  that  I  have  not  been  allowed  to  clean  out 
mv  boilers  b(»fore  since  I  passed  Vicksburg.  I  had  only  ten  days'  coal 
when  J  stalled;  though  nearly  two  months  have  elapsed,  1  have  been 
able  to  sustain  myself  by  burning  the  enemy's  wood.  I  had  but  thirty 
days'  rations,  but  by  foraging  extensively  1  have  managed  to  keep  my 
conunand  in  a  health}^  condition.  But  two  deaths  have  occurred  during 
the  time.  A  negro,  name  unknown,  fell  overboard  on  Red  River  ana 
was  drowned. 

Richard  T.  AUis,  Company  G,  One  hundred  and  lirst  Illinois  volun- 
teers, was  crushed  to  death  by  the  pitman  of  the  starboard  engine, 
May  13,  while  workmg  at  the  water  pump.  The  sanitary  condition  of 
the  command  is  excellent,  as  you  will  observe  by  referen(;e  to  the  con- 
solidated report  herewith  transmitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Ellet, 
Lieutenant' Cokniel^  Commanding  Ram  Flt^et^  J/.  M,  Jirir/aih , 

Brigadier-General  A.  W.  Ellet, 

Commanding  Mississijypi Marine  Brigade, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Bear- Admiral  Farragut,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  a 
force  for  occapying  the  river  between  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson. 

Navy  Department,  April  ^,  ISOS, 

Sir:  The  Department  has  written  you  officially  with  regard  to  your 
gallant  passage  of  the  Port  Hudson  batteries.  The  iniportancn^  of 
keeping  a  force  of  sufficient  strength  between  Vicksburg  and  Tort 
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Hudson  can  not  l)e  ov<^rostiinat(?ci.  The  fate  of  the  Queen  of  the  West 
and  Indianola^  and  the  flanking  expeditions  undertaken  to  reduce 
Vicksburg,  has  prevented  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter  from  attending 
to  this  vital  point.  Now,  however,  he  ha^  been  directed  to  consuR 
with  you  and  decide  upon  some  plan  for  keeping  a  permanent  and 
sufficient  force  in  this  reach  of  the  river  to  cut  off  supplies  that  come 
even  to  Richmond. 

With  regard  to  your  own  movements,  the  Department  leaves  jou 
to  act  on  your  own  judgment,  expecting  and  trusting  that  you  maj' 
soon  pass  down  as  safely  as  you  ascended. 

Immediately  upon  the  conclusion  of  Rear-Admiral  Du  Font's  attack 
a  large  force  of  ironclads  will  be  sent  to  New  Orleans. 
Very  respectfully, 

(jiDEON  Welles, 

Secrtitanj  of  the  Namf, 
Rear-Admiral  D.  (1.  Farragut, 

Comniandimj  West  Gulf  Blockudhuj  Sqiuidron, 


Letter  fh>iii  the  Aiiiitant  Secretary  of  the  Kavy  to  Bear-Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  8.  Ketj, 

ezpreising  approval  of  his  prooeedingi. 

Navy  1)ei»artment,  April  ^,  1863, 

My  Dear  Admiral:  I  got  your  letti»r  of  the  7th,  and  the  next  day 
we  heard,  through  Richmond,  about  the  true  state  of  the  case  of  your 
passing  Port  Hudson.  The  Pr(»sident  thinks  the  im])ortance  of  keep- 
ing a  force  of  strength  in  this  part  of  the  river  is  so  great  that  Be 
fully  approved  of  your  proceedings,  always  provided  you  and  Porter 
manage  to  hold  on  to  it.  He  is  rather  disgusted  with  the  flanking 
expedition,  and  predicted  the  failure  from  the  lirst,  and  he  always 
observed  tliat  cutting  the  rebels  in  two  })y  our  force  in  the  river  wa« 
of  the  greater  importance. 

All  your  brave  fellows  that  3'ou  left  in  the  smoke  at  Port  Hudson 
behaved  nobly,  did  their  best,  and  deserve  and  will  rt»ceive  praise. 
Smith  immortalized  himself. 

The  President  says  look  out,  or  Grand  Gulf  will  bci  as  strong  as 
Vicksl)urg.  No  particular  oiders  can  bo  given  to  you,  only  I  prav 
you  take  care  of  yourself,  and  get  back  as  soon  as  you  shall  deem  it 
best.  As  soon  as  t)u  l\)nt  finishes  matters  a  strong  fonM*,  of  ironclads 
will  go  directly  to  New  Orleans,  where  we  shall  send  munitions,  as 
well  as  to  Pensacola. 

The  Qu<fi)i  of  the  Wci^t  and  Wehh  have  gone  down  the  Atc*hafala3'a 
after  Weitzel.     The  country  has  settled  down  into  a  determination  to 
go  through  this  war  at  all  costs  and  at  every  sacriiic^o. 
Very  trulv,  yours, 

G.  V.  Fox. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut. 

Cornmandimj  West  Gulf  TilocJcading  Stjuadro))^  Xeir  Orleann, 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy  to  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Porter,   U.   B.   Kavy, 
regarding  the  occnpation  of  the  river  between  Vickibnrg  and  Port  Hudson. 

Navy  Dki»autment,  Ajtril  x?,  L%-i. 

Sib:  The  Department  is  acquainted  with  your  withdrawal  from  the 
Yazoo^  by  telegraph  from  ucneral  Grant,  under  date  of  the  25th 
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ultimo.  Nothing  definite  or  positive  has  been  heard  from  the  Yazoo 
Pass  expedition  since  it  started.  The  Richmond  papers  announce  that 
two  of  the  rams  attempted  to  pass  the  Vicksburg  batteries  in  daylight 
and  that  one  was  sunk.  It  remains  for  3'our  dispatches  to  inform  the 
Department  whether  additional  disgrace  and  disaster  are  to  attach  to' 
the  Navy  from  recklessness  and  disobedience  of  orders  on  the  part  of 
those  not  under  the  naval  articles  of  war.    . 

Rear- Admiral  Farragiit  is  below  Vicksburg,  after  a  successful  and 
gallant  passage  of  the  tort  Hudson  batterie^s.  The  occupation  of  the 
river  l>etween  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  is  the  severest  blow  that 
can  be  struck  upon  the  enemy,  is  worth  all  the  risk  encountered  by 
Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  and  in  the  opinion  of  this  Department  is  of 
far  greater  importance  than  the  flanking  expeditions,  which  thus  far 
have  prevented  the  consummation  of  this  most  desirable  object. 

1  desire  that  you  will  consult  with  Rear-Admiral   Farragut  and 
decide  how  this  object  can  best  be  obtained. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

V<yfnmanding  Mississippi  Sfpiadro7i^  Cairo^  III. 


Letttr  from  Bear- Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  B.  Navy,  to  Major-Oeneral  Banks,  U.  B.  Army, 

announcing  hii  retnm  within  commnnicating  distance. 

Above  Port  Hudson,  April  6^  186S. 

My  Dear  General:  Thanks  to  an  overruling  Providence,  1  am 
once  more  back  again  to  within  communicating  distance  with  you,  and 
I  avail  myself  of  the  first  opportunity  to  send  3'ou  the  connnunication 
of  (jeneral  Grant,  together  with  this  dis])atch.  It  is  my  intention  to 
await  him,  and  to  maintain  a  rigid  blockade  at  the  mouth  of  Red 
River  until  the  arrival  or  failure  of  the*,  force  al)ove  to  join  me  and 
make  tlie  attack  upon  Port  Hudson,  as  indicated  in  the  connnunication 
of  General  Grant.  1  confess  that  my  ignorance  of  tlie  inland  naviga- 
tion alluded  to  prevents  me  from  being  able  to  express  an  opinion  as 
to  when  they  will  accomplish  their  work,  if  at  all. 

If  it  can  be  done  it  will  be  a  clever  thing,  but  1  have  seen  so  little 
accomplished  as  vet  b}'  onr  forc(*s  that  1  have  now  determined  to  await 
until  something  is  accomplished  before  I  form  an  opinion. 

The  failure  of  mv  vessels  to  get  bv  Port  Hudson  was  a  sad  blow  to 
me,  and  yet  it  was  what  might  have  been  naturally  looked  for  in  a  battle; 
a  chance  shot  disabled  the  Eichintnid^  and  the  pilots  did  the  rest  by 
running  the  ship  ashore.  We  escaped  with  only  1  man  killed  and  2 
slightly  wounded,  and  the  vessel  was  not  injured  at  all,  although  she 
was  freauently  struck.  I  have  fought  the  batteries  at  (irand  Gulf 
and  at  \Varrenton  five  times  since  and  have  lost  H  more  of  my  men, 
but  altogether  we  have  escaped  very  well.  Had  two  more  of  my 
vessels  passed  1  would  not  hav(»  had  to  api)ly  to  Admiral  Porter  for 
additional  vessels  to  blockade  Red  River.  As  it  is,  1  have  only  one 
ram,  the  Sxcitzerland^  and  my  force  being  so  veiy  small  we  [arel  com- 
pelled to  keep  together,  >>ut  I  hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  we  hear 
of  the  upper  fleet.  The  rashness  of  (leneral  Ellet  in  running  down 
bus  two  rams  in  open  day  deprived  me  of  the  use  of  one  of  them;  still, 
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even  one  is  1)etter  than  none.  1  was  enabled  tx)  fill  up  my  coal  and 
provisions  which  were  floated  down  to  me.  In  order  to  blockade  Bed 
Kiver  I  returned  there  as  soon  as  I  could  get  my  supplies  and  repair 
the  damages  to  the  ASvntzerla)Hl.  The  rams  did  not  lose  a  man  in  pass- 
ing Vicksburg  })atteries,  but  the  Lancaster  was  sunk  and  the  Switzer- 
land received  two  shots  in  her  boilers.  The  former  was  an  old  and 
worthless  boat  of  the  fmilest  construction;  my  greatest  difficulty  now 
is  to  keep  the  Swltztrland  in  fuel.  This  ship  and  the  Alhatroas  have 
over  a  month's  supply. 

I  was  much  gmtified  to  learn  that  you  were  in  possession  of  the  point 
opposite  Port  Hudson,  and  I  hope  we  will  be  able  to  keep  open  the 
communication.  I  shall  not  make  my  \isits  often,  however,  as  I  wish 
to  prevent  boats  going  either  up  or  down  the  Mississippi  from  Red 
River. 

I  suppose  they  will  attack  me  soon,  but  I  am  all  ready  for  them  and 
1  sujDpose  we  will  get  used  to  lighting  after  a  while. 

]Vi y  feelings  have  been  most  severely  exercised  in  consequence  of  the 
disaster  at  Port  Hudson.  Not  knowing  what  had  caused  it,  and  having 
such  implicit  faith  in  the  several  connnanders,  I  felt  and  feared  the 
worst  of  consequences  to  them,  and  was  greatly  relieved  when  I  learned 
through  the  rebel  papers  that  none  of  them  was  killed  but  poor  Cum- 
mings,  who  was  a  great  loss  both  to  the  country  and  to  his  family. 
The  injurv  to  McKinstry,  I  hope,  is  not  so  bad  as  they  made  it,  and 
that  he  will  not  be  obliged  to  lose  his  leg.  Their  failure  to  get  through 
1  know  was  almost  death  to  them  all.  Poor  Smith!  I  was  afraid 
to  hear  from  him.  1  .saw  all  from  a  distance,  j^et  was  unable  to  help 
them,  and  blamed  no  one,  because,  as  I  told  the  Department,  I  knew 
they  did  all  in  their  power  to  get  through. 
Ver\^  respectfully,  and  truly  j^oui's, 

[D.  G.  Farragut], 
Rear-Admiral^  Commanding. 

Major-Cienenil  N.  P.  Banks, 

i'ommandimj  De^mrtment  of  the  Gulf, 


Letter  ftrom  Bear- Admiral  Farragut,  U.  B.  Kavy,  to  Major-General  Banks,  U.  8.  Aroiy, 

forwarding  captnred  mail. 

Above  Port  Hudson,  April  6\  1863. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  mail  (»aptured  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River.    The 
letters  all  contain  information  of  more  or  less  importance. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Major-Genend  N.  V,  Banks, 

Couimandinij  Deimrtment  of  the  G\df\ 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Farragnt,  V.  8.  Kavy,  to  Commander  Caldwell,  V.  8.  Kavy,  senior 

officer  below  Port  Hudson,  stating  his  whereabouts. 

Above  Port  Hudson,  April  6^  1863. 

Send  the  enclosed  communication  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Baton 
Rouge  or  the  vicinity,  and  the  other  papers  send  as  directed.     Inform 
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the  general  and  Commodore  Morris  that  I  will  return  to  this  point 
once  a  week,  unless  prevented  b}'  circumstances  beyond  my  control. 
At  all  other  times  I  shall  be  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River.  Let  me 
know,  as  far  as  you  can,  all  the  facts  of  the  disaster  at  Port  Hudson. 
This  ship  lost  1  killed  and  2  slightly  wounded;  ship  not  much  dam- 
aged. We  lost  2  men  killed  at  Grand'Gulf  going  up  and  1  killed  com- 
ing down.  Alhatross  lost  1  man  at  Port  Hudson.  We  have  had  three 
fights  with  a  casemated  Imttery  at  Warren  ton;  no  one  killed;  ship 
somewhat  cut  up.  Coaled  and  provisioned  at  Vieksburg;  are  all  full. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Fakragut, 

Hear- A  dm  IraL 
Commander  C.  H.  B.  Caldwell, 

Senior  Naval  Officer  helcno  Port  JIudaton, 


Xaport  of  Sear-Admiral  Farragut,  V.  8.  Navy,  regarding  general  matters. 

No.  84.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 

Above  Port  Hxidson^  La,^  April  6^  186S. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  address  you,  via  Cairo,  on  the  16th 
ultimo  relative  to  my  passage  by  Port  Hudson  and  the  disaster  to  my 
fleet,  on  the  19th  ultimo  detailing  my  passage  up  the  river  past  Gmnd 
Gulf,  and  on  the  27th  ultimo  concerning  my  communicating  with 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter  and  Major-General  Grant,  my 
encounters  with  the  Warrenton  batteries,  etc. 

I  succeeded  in  obtaining  from  Admiral  Porter  only  one  ram,  the 
Sitiizerland^  which  General  EUet  had  sent  down  previous  to  his  (the 
admiraPs)  arrival,  and  the  admiral  is  of  the  opinion  that  he  had  no 
vessels  suitable  to  send  down,  but  promised  soon  to  be  down  himself 
at  the  mouth  of  Red  River,  via  Lukc  Providence,  Bayou  Ma^on,  and 
BIai*k  River,  with  a  suitable  force  to  cooperate  witli  General  Banks  in 
an  attack  iipon  Port  Hudson.  General  Grant  also  sent  me  a  comnumi- 
cation  for  General  Banks,  informing  him  that  if  the  expedition  could 
be  gotten  through  that  way — and  he  tliought  it  could — he  would  send 
20,<M>0  men  to  attack  Port  Hudson  from  a])ove  while  General  Banks 
should  attack  it  from  below. 

They  succeeded  in  sending  me  down  past  Vieksburg  both  coal  and 
provisions,  and  as  soon  as  the  repairs  to  tlie  Suutzerland  were  com 
pleted,  which  occupied  three  or  four  days,  I  notified  General  Grant 
and  Adminil  Porter  that  1  should  return  to  the  mouth  of  Red  River  to 
shut  off  the  enemy's  supplies  and  there  remain  until  their  arrival  or 
the  exhaustion  of  my  supplies,  when  I  should  return  to  New  Orleans. 

While  below  Vieksburg  1  destroyed  a  wharf  boat  (which  I  found 
some  3  miles  above  Warrenton)  by  firing  her  with  shells. 

During  the  last  two  davs  of  my  stay  it  blew  a  gale  of  wind  from  the 
north,  and  the  steamer  Vicl'shurg  broke  adrift  from  her  moorings  at 
the  city  and  went  ashore  opposite  to  me.  I  entertai  ned  an  idea  of  bring- 
ing her  down  with  me  as  a  depot.  Upon  examining  I  found  that  she 
had  no  machinery,  nor,  in  fact,  anything  in  her  save  four  muskets  and 
accoutemients,  which  belonged,  probably,  to  the  guard.  Perceiving 
that  she  would  be  a  great  clog  to  my  movements  I  hesitated  about  tak- 
ing her  in  tow,  and  while  so  hesitating  the  enemy  set  lire  to  her  and 
she  was  totallv  consumed. 
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On  the  night  of  tho  21Hh  uttiino  the  AJhatroasViXiA.  on  that  of  the  30th 
ultimo  the  Sirltztvhvxl  came  down  to  my  anchorage,  and  on  the  morn- 
ing of  tlie  8 1st  ultimo  we  got  underway  and  proceeded  down  the  river 
as  far  as  the  place  where  I  had  seen  the  hidutnola^  and  there  we 
anchored  for  the  pur[)ose  of  ascertaining  if  I  could  do  anything  in  the 
way  of  making  her  destruction  more  complete,  but  to  my  surprise  she 
was  not  to  1)0  found  anywhere,  and  the  negroes  informed  us  that  dur- 
ing the  gale  she  had  slipped  otT  into  deep  water. 

At  ♦)  p.  m.,  81st  ultimo,  we  got  underway  and  proceeded  down  to 
Gmnd  (hilf.  At  s  p.  m.  the  enemy  opened  Hre  upon  us  with  four 
pieces  of  rifled  artillery  and  one  or  two  heavy  guns,  which  latter  we 
supposed  to  be  on  >)()ard  of  a  steamer.  We  had  heard  of  their  having 
been  sent  down  from  Vicksburg  in  order  to  arrest  our  progress.  The 
steamer  was  from  out  of  the  Big  Black  Itiver.  They  struck  the 
Sii^!fzrrJu)ul  twice,  but  did  her  no  damage.  They  did  not  .strike  the 
Alhafros.s^  and  stnuk  this  ship  but  once,  causing,  however,  the  death 
of  William  Jones  (landsman)  by  a  fragment  of  an  iron  hammock  stan- 
chion Hyinjg  forward  nearly  half  the  length  of  the  ship.  Thi.s  was  our 
only  casualty,  and  we  anchored  for  the  night  just  beJow  Gnmd  Gulf. 

On  the  morning  of  Ai)ril  1  we  reached  Ked  River,  where  I  remained 
until  this  moi-ning  for  tlie  purpose  of  giving  a  good  impression  of  our 
permanent  blockade*. 

I  learn  from  rebel  letters  and  newspai^rs,  captured  in  a  mail  on  the 
night  of  the  i^d,  of  their  dt^termination  to  attack  us  with  a  number  of 
river  boats  and  attempt  to  carry  us  by  boarding,  for  all  of  which  we 
are  pretty  well  prepared,  and  J  hope  to  give  them  some  trouble  ere 
they  accomplish  their  design. 

I  left  \\\y  anchorage  this  morning  for  the  purpose  of  communicat- 
ing across  the  peninsula  with  General  Banks  and  the  oflScers  of  my 
squadron. 

The  health  of  the  oflicers  and  cn»w  is  generally  good. 

I  eiH'lose  herewith  a  (•oi)y  (A)  of  my  last  couununication  to  Acting 
Rear- Admiral  Porter;  also  his  reply  (B). 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I).  G.  Fakra(;ut, 

Bcar-AdmiraL 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Serntarij  oftht-  Navy^  Wash ingto)^  1),  (\ 


Letter  ftrom  Sear-Admiral  Farragut,  V.  8.  Kavy,  to  Commodore  Morris,  U.  B.  Kavy^  asking 

information  regarding  the  disaster  at  Port  Hudson. 

Ahove  Pout  Hudson,  La.,  Ajrril  7,  1863, 

Dear  (Jommoik)ue:  Here  wc^  an*  agiiin,  just  above  Port  Hudson.  I 
shall  visit  this  place  once  a  week,  unless  prevented  by  the  enemy  or 
by  accident,  but  1  will  remain  jr<-nemlly  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River. 
My  passage  pist  the  forts  at  I\)rt  Hudson,  thanks  to  God,  was  as 
fortunate  as  before--only  I  man  killed  and  2  slightly  wounded.  My 
pilot,  where  I  plac(»d  him,  sjived  me.  1  had  to  cease  firing  frequently 
jn  order  to  >ee  whercj  I  was  going.  I  thought  Alden  was  close  astern 
of  )iie,  and  was  sad  when  I  found  that  he  did  not  lound  th(»  ])oint,  and 
1  feared  the  worst.     I  know,  as  1  told  tlui  Secretary,  that  they  would 
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do  all  that  men  could  to  get  round,  and  therefore  feared  that  some  of 
them  had  been  killed.  I  learned  the  iirst  news  from  the  rebel  papers, 
and  was  most  thankful  that  it  was  no  worse,  although  sad  enough,  but 
sach  are  the  chances  of  war. 

I  shall  remain  here  until  I  hear  from  our  forces  above,  and  then,  if 
I  can  be  of  no  further  service,  I  shall  take  my  chances  down  the  river. 

Porter  gave  me  but  one  ram;  in  fact,  she  was  given  me  by  General 
Ellet,  who,  with  more  zeal  than  discretion,  permitted  his  nephew  to 
run  down  after  daybreak,  and  in  consequence  one  of  the  rams  was 
sunk.  The  Switzerland^  however,  is  a  line  vessel,  and  can  chase  better 
than  we  can,  but  how  I  will  be  able  to  get  coal  or  wood  for  her  gives 
me  great  anxiety.  I  filled  up  at  Vicksburg  with  provisions  and  coal, 
which  were  floated  down  to  me  in  the  night. 

I  have  had  five  fights  with  the  forts  at  Grand  Gulf  and  Warrenton. 
Lost  3  men  at  Grand  Gulf.  Neither  the  Alhatrosn  nor  the  Switzerland 
lost  any  on  their  way  down.     Alhatross  lost  1  in  passing  Port  Hudson. 

Let  mc  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  possible.  1  am  anxious  to  know 
the  news  in  relation  to  the  disaster  at  Port  Hudson.  Send  me  a  syn- 
opsis of  the  reports  of  the  commanders.  I  sincerely  hope  that  Captain 
McKinstry  will  lose  neither  his  life  nor  his  leg.  I  deeply  regret  the 
loss  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Cummings;  the  country  can  illy  afford 
to  lose  such  an  officer  or  society  such  a  man. 

I  know  Captain  Smith  will  feel  his  misfortune  keenly,  but  I  hope 
the  Government  will  give  him  a  better  ship;  but  his  misfortune,  as 
I  now  understand  it,  was  owing  to  his  pilot  ninning  him  on  shore.  I  do 
not  understand  the  cases  of  the  Monmigahela  or  of  the  gunl)oats,  but  I 
suppose  the  gunboats  had  to  take  care  of  the  disabled  ships — just  what 
I  placed  them  there  for. 

Please  present  me  to  all  the  officers. 
Very  truly  and  respectfully, 

[D.  G.  Farragut], 

Retir- Admiral, 

Commodore  Henry  W.  Morris, 

Cmnmanding  U.  S,  Naval  Force^^*^  hdoic  Port  Hudson. 


Letter  fh>m  Commander  Alden,  U.  B.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Morris,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  reporting 
the  paiiage  of  Port  Hudson  by  Bear- Admiral  Farragut*  s  secretary. 

U.  S.  S.  KlCIlMONl), 

B(tt<m  HoiKjr.^  La,.,  Aprils^  iSfj'J. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  press  c()i)v  of  a  comniuiiicatioii  from  the 
admiral,  received  through  Couiniaiider  Macoml),  of  tho  (j< msr, ,  whicli 
vessel  is  now  stationed  just  below  Port  Hudson.  You  wore  informed 
this  morning  of  the  safe  arrival  of  Mr.  Gabaudaii,  the  admirars  sec- 
retar3\  He  passed  the  batteries  at  Port  Hudson  in  a  skill'  and  was 
near  being  captured.  Strange  to  say,  he  also  passed  all  our  vessels 
below  Port  Hudson  without  seeing  them  and  arrived  on  board  this 
ship  a  little  after  midnight,  having  left  the  Hartford  at  8  o'clock  in 
the  evening.  General  Augur  has  placed  a  steamer  at  Mr.  (rabaiidan's 
disposal,  and  he  will  leave  in  an  hour  to  report  to  yourself  and  (ien- 
eral  Banks. 

y  w  R — VOL  20 4 
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Your  eotnnmnication  of  the  <)tli  instsiiit  in  relation  to  the  disposal  of 
the  vessels  under  ni}'  command  has  been  received  and  the  directions 
therein  contained  have  been  earofuHv  attended  to. 
Respectfully,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden^ 
Cmiiinandtfi^  Commanding  NavcU  Foi*cl%  Batmi  Rouge. 

Commodore  Moauis, 

Senior  Officer^  etc.^ 


Iteport  of  Major-Oeneral  Baaki,  17.  8.  Army,  regarding  propoted  oparations  on  Bayoii 

Teohe. 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Gulf,  19th  Army  Corps, 

(\imp  at  lira^hear  Clty^  Zf^,  April  10^  ISOd. 

(ten>:ral:  The  seci'etary  of  Admiml  Farmgut,  Mr.  Gabaudan, 
called  upon  me  at  Bnishear  Citv  this  morning  and  gjive  me  the  sub- 
stance of  your  dispaU'h.  We  liave  15,000  men  that  can  be  moved 
with  facility.  The  artillery  is  strong,  the  cavalry  weak,  but  we  hope 
to  strengthen  the  cavalry  without  delay  as  one  of  the  results  of  thiis 
expedition. 

We  shall  move  upon  the  Bayou  Teche  to-morrow,  prol)ably  encoun- 
ter the  enemy  at  Patt(»rsonviIIe,  and  hope  to  move  without  delay  upon 
[New]  Iberia  to  destroy  the  salt  works,  and  then  upon  Opelousas. 
This  is  the  limit  proposed.  We  do  not  intend  to  hold  any  portion  of 
this  countrv,  as  it  weakens  our  force,  but  will  at  once  return  to  Baton 
Rouge  to  cooiwrate  with  you  against  Port  Hudson.  I  can  l)e  there 
easilv  bv  Mav  10. 

There  are  now  4,50(»  infantry  at  Baton  Kouge,  with  three  regiments 
of  <*olore(l  troops  and  two  c(»mpanies  of  cavalry,  three  batteries  of 
artillery,  with  several  heavy  guns  in  position,  and  tive  guntxoats  and 
six  mortars.  The  land  force  is  under  Major-(ieneral  Augur;  the  fleet 
under  Claptain  Alden,  of  the  liiihimmd. 

We  shall  endeavor  to  c»stal»lish  communicntion  with  Admiral  Farra- 
gutat  Bayou  Sara,  but  the  opening  of  th<»,  levee  opposite  Port  Hudson 
may  make  it  impossible.  If  so,  we  will  connnuiiicate  with  you  freely 
by  the  way  of  New  York  as  to  our  progress.  1  shall  be  very  glad  if 
vou  will  communicate  with  us  in  the  sjime  manner.  To  avoid  delay 
l)y  mail,  1  will  send  my  dispatches  by  an  otticer. 
Very  resi)ei't fully,  your  ol)edient  servant. 

N.  P.  Banks, 
JA//V;/'-  ^/V'/z/vv//,  Oniiunanding. 

Major-(ieneral  T.  S.  (Jkant. 

( ^nimmmdiug  J^t'jmrhitt  nt  nf  th*    7J  nn*  sSf  t . 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Brigadier-General  EUet,  U.  8.  Army,  to  report  oirenm- 
Btances  ander  which  the  paaiage  of  Vickibarg  wai  undertaken. 

Cairo,  A/*n'/  /.>.  Asy;.>. 
(\\\  lelegmph  from  Washington.) 

Your  dispati'h   in   relation   to  the   Sirlt:>  rhmd  and   L*nictii*ff r  has 
reached  this  Deimitment.     An  impression  has  Ihmmi  created  that  the 
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loss  of  the  Lancaster  was  occasioned  by  some  disobedience  or  negli- 
gence of  orders  on  your  part,  although  I  do  not  entertain  any  such 
opinion.  It  would  be  well  for  you  to  make  detailed  official  report  of 
the  circumstances  and  orders  under  which  you  undertook  to  pass  the 
Vicksburg  batteries,  in  order  that  the  Department  may  be  in  a  condi- 
tion to  do  you  justice. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 
Brigadier-General  Ellet, 

Ram  FUi't. 


Baport  of  Brigadier-Oeneral  BUet,  17.  8.  Army,  reporting  oirenmitaneei  under  wMeh  the 

passage  of  the  Yioksborg  batteriea  waa  undertaken. 

Cairo,  III.,  April  13^  1863. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  this 
date. 

A  detailed  report  of  the  loss  of  the  Lancaster  on  the  morninff  of  the 
25th  instant,  before  Vicksburg,  was  sent  to  you  by  mail  the  following 
day,  together  with  the  copy  of  the  letter  from  Admiral  Farragut, 
asRing  the  aid  of  two  rams  and  one  ironclad  gunboat.  Admiral 
Porter  was  absent.  Captain  Walke  would  not  take  the  responsibility 
to  respond.  Not  having  yet  reported  to  Admiral  Porter,  and  conceiv- 
ing the  case  to  be  one  of  urgent  necessity,  I  offered  to  take  the  respon- 
sibility and  send  the  Lanca^ster  and  Swltzcrlund.  Admiral  Farragut 
fladly  accepted  the  offer,  and  the  boats  went.  I  do  not  conceive  that 
acted  agamst  orders,  not  having  A^et  received  any  orders  from  any- 
body, except  those  emanating  direct  from  your  Department  "to  report 
to  Admiral  Porter  for  duty  as  soon  as  my  brigade  was  formed."  If 
my  acts  meet  with  your  approval  I  shall  little  regard  any  efforts  of 
others  to  misrepresent  me. 

I  will  forward  you  immediatelv  duplicate  copies  of  my  report  and 
Admiral  Farragut's  letter  by  mail. 
Ver}'  respectfully, 

Alfred  W.  Ellet, 

Brigadier-  Genertd. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Iteport  of  Brigadier-Oeneral  BUet,  17.  8.  Army,  tranimitting  dnpUcate  report  and  copiei 
of  correspondence  regarding  the  loii  of  the  17.  8.  ram  Lancaster. 

Headquarters  Mississippi  Marine  Brigai>e, 

Flag»hip  Autocrat^  Calro^  IIL^  April  //,  1863. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  instructions  received  to-da}'^  b}"  tele- 
graph, I  have  the  honor  of  forwarding  you  duplicate  copies  of  my 
report  regarding  the  loss  of  the  Lancaster,,  opposite  Vicksburg,  on  the 
night  of  the  25th  of  March  last;  and  also  all  the  correspondence  that 
passed  between  Admirals  Farragut  and  Porter,  Captain  Walke,  and 
myself,  having  reference  to  that  event;  also  my  letter  of  instruction  to 
Colonel  Charles  R.  Ellet,  previous  to  his  starting  on  the  expedition. 
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1  take  the  liberty  of  adding  these  papers  in  justice  to  myself  and  the 
brave  men  who  undertook  to  perform  this  perilous  enterprise  under 
the  impression  that  they  were  doing  valuable  ser\uce  for  their  country, 
and  were  going  to  reinforce  a  generous  and  gallant  officer  in  a  danger- 
ous situation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alfred  W.  Ellet, 
Bin^judienr-  General,,  Can i7Jiav ding, 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Iteport  of  Brif^adier-General  EUet,  17.  8.  Army,  forwarding  memorandum  of  cironmitanoos 

conneoted  with  the  loti  of  the  17.  8.  ram  Lancaiter. 

Headquarters  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 
Flagship  Autocrat^  Mound  Oity^  May  13^  1863, 

Dear  Sir:  I  enclose  you  the  minutes  of  the  circumstances,. corre- 
spondence, etc.,  connected  with  the  loss  of  the  Lancaster,  I  feel  now 
that  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  receive  some  expression  of  opinion 
from  the  Department  respecting  that  matter.     I  shall  be  glad  if  you 

Sress  the  case  upon  the  attention  of  the  Secretarv  of  War.  If  he  is 
Lspleased  with  me,  and  sa^-s  I  have  done  wrong,  1  would  feel  obliged 
if  he  would  remove  me  from  the  command  and  let  some  one  who  could 
better  understand  the  duties  take  my  place.  As  I  now  stand  I  can  not 
tell  what  to  do.  I  would  not  intentionally  act  against  Mr.  Stanton's 
wishes,  and  I  can  get  no  orders  nor  advice  from  him. 

I  have  another  matter  that  I  have  presented  so  often  to  the  Depart- 
ment that  I  am  almost  ashamed  again  to  mention  it,  that  causes  me  a 
great  deal  of  trouble.  It  is  to  know  how  to  punish  masters,  pilots,  engi- 
neers, etc.,  men  who  are  not  mustered  as  soldiers  and  yet  are  in  wie 
Government  .service.  Admiral  Porter  tried  one  case  by  the  naval 
process,  and  found  that  notwithstanding  all  the  charges  were  sustained 
and  the  man  proved  guiltv,  ''yet  owing  to  the  irregularity  of  our 
organization  he  could  not  oe  convicted,'  and  was  therefore  set  free. 
Another  case:  I  summoned  a  court-martial,  and  the  court  decided 
"that  the  man  was  not  a  commissioned,  noncommissioned  officer,  nor 
private,  therefore,  was  not  subject  to  armv  regulations,  and  further 
that  they  could  not  trv  cases  of  offenses  against  navy  regulations." 

1  wisfi  for  you  to  oi^)tain  from  the  adjutant-general  some  advice  for 
me  uix)n  this  subject,  that  I  may  govern  my  action  in  such  cases  upon. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

Alfred  W.  Ellet, 

Brigadier-  General, 
Captain  James  fC.J  Brooks, 

AsmMan  t  Qnartenn  aster, 

[Encloflure.— Memorandum.] 

We  arrived  above  Vicksburg  on  the  22  March.  I  immediately^ 
learned  that  Admiral  Farragut  was  below  Vicksburg  and  in  communi- 
cation with  Captain  Walke,  who,  in  the  absence  of  Porter,  was  com- 
manding the  gunboats.     1  learned,  not  officially,  that  Farragut  had 
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made  application  to  Porter  for  assistance  to  hold  the  river.  I  applied 
to  Captain  Walke  for  information,  who  declined  to  answer  my  com- 
munication. The  second  da}'  I  received  a  letter  from  Farragut  desiring 
to  see  me.  I  visited  him  on  board  the  Hartford  3  miles  below 
Warrenton.  I  walked  all  the  way — nearly  11  miles.  He  expressed  a 
great  desire  for  reinforcement  of  two  rams  and  one  ironclad  and  gave 
me  his  request  in  writing.  I  promised  to  send  the  rams  that  night. 
One,  the  first,  object  that  Farragut  had  in  view  was  to  destroy  the 
enemy's  works  at  Warrenton.  My  rams,  if  they  got  down,  were  to 
ferry  troops  over  the  river  for  that  purpose  under  the  protection  of 
the  Hartford's  guns.  I  left  the  Hartfora  about  2  o'clock  and  hurried 
back.  Every  arrangement  was  pushed  as  fast  as  was  possible  to  pre- 
pare the  boats  as  well  as  could  be  with  the  means  at  hand  and  the  lim- 
ited time.  I  notified  Captain  Walke  of  the  admiral's  request  and  my 
intention  to  comply  and  requested  his  cooperation,  which  he  declined 
to  give.  The  boats  startm;  you  know  the  result.  To  me  it  was  not 
unexpected.  I  was  willing  to  lose  one  boat  to  get  the  other  through 
safe  to  the  admiral's  support,  1  considered  his  situation  so  perilous. 

Upon  my  return  to  tne  upper  fleet  Porter  had  arrived.  He  wrote 
me  an  insuking  letter,  demanding  to  know^  by  whose  authority  the 
boats  were  sent  down  and  sacrificed,  stating  what  was  not  true,  that 
their  loss  was  in  consequence  of  the  passages  being  attempted  in  broad 
daylight.  I  answered  the  letter  witn  a  full  report,  correcting  the  erro- 
neous impression  of  the  passages  being  made  in  daylight  and  giving 
the  reasons  for  the  whole  transaction. 

The  Switzerland  was  repaired  in  three  days  and  passed  down  the 
river  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ellet,  m  company  with 
Admiral  Farragut.  Lieutenant -Colonel  Ellet  received  his  orders 
before  starting  from  me.  Admiral  Porter  wrote  me  a  very  shai'p  let- 
ter denying  my  right  to  give  orders  to  my  subordinate  oflicers  without 
receiving  them  from  him,  and  informed  me  that  he  had  ordered  the 
arrest  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kllet  and  would  try  him  ])y  court-martial 
for  disrespect,  which  he  has  not  done.  I  made  a  full  detailed  report 
of  the  passage  of  the  batteries  and  the  loss  of  the  Lancaster  ^wA.  mailed 
it  on  board  the  admiral's  flagship  Blarh  Hawk  on  the  26th  of  March. 
On  the  13th  of  April  I  received  a  dispatch  from  the  Secretiirj  of  War 
informing  me  that  no  report  of  that  transaction  had  been  received  from 
me  and  that  my  reputation  had  sufi'ered  from  misrepresentation.  1  at 
once  mailed  duplicate  copies  of  my  former  report,  with  letters  and  cor- 
respondence With  both  admiials  and  Captain  Walke  connected  with  the 
transaction  to  the  Department  and  had  the  package  placed  in  th(^.  post- , 
office  at  Cairo,  111.,  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  of  Februar}-  fApril].  1 
have  heard  not  one  word  from  the  Department  either  in  approval  or 
condemnatory  of  the  matter.  I  am  ver}'  desirous  to  learn  how  this 
affair  of  the  loss  of  the  Lant^a-strv  is  regarded  by  the  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment. If  I  have  donci  wrong  or  have  exceeded  what  was  my  authority 
I  should  be  relieved  at  once  from  this  command,  and  if  ni}'  action  has 
been  proper  it  is  hut  fair  that  1  should  have  some  expression  to  that 
effect. 

Yours,  very  respc^etfully, 

Alfred  W.  Ellet, 

Brhjiidier'  General, 
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Iteport  of  Sear-Admiral  Farragat,  17.  8.  Navy,  regarding  operationi  at  moath  of  Bed  Biver. 

No.  85.]  Flagship  Hartford, 

Above  Po7*t  Hudson^  La.^  April  15^  1863, 

Sir:  Since  my  last  communication  of  the  6th  instant,  No.  84,  I  sent 
down  my  secretary,  Mr.  Gabaudan,  who  volunteered  to  pass  Port 
Hudson  in  a  skiff,  to  communicate  with  Commodore  Morris;  also  with 
General  Banks.  His  trip  down  was  perfectly  successful,  and  his 
arrival  was  made  known  to  me  by  rockets  from  the  Essex.  On  the 
following  morning  (8th)  I  returned  to  the  mouth  of  Red  River  and 
caught  two  steamers  outside,  but  one  being  about  five  minutes  ahead 
of  me  made  her  escape;  the  other,  the  J,  D.  Clarke^  I  captured.  She 
had  on  board  Major  Howard,  of  the  C.  S.  Commissary  Department, 
who  was  making  extensive  arrangements  for  the  crossing  of  cattle 
over  to  the  eastern  shore  of  the  river  at  various  places,  all  of  which 
was  frustrated  by  his  capture. 

I  have  since  been  engaged  blockading  the  Red  River  and  looking  up 
and  down  the  Mississippi  from  Fort  Adams  to  Bayou  Sai-a,  watching 
the  movements  of  the  enemy  and  destroying  all  boats  of  every  descrip- 
tion found  in  the  river,  so  as  to  prevent  the  crossing  of  ittle,  hogs, 
and  food  of  every  kind. 

If  1  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  have  gotten  two  more  of  my  vessels 
through,  or  could  have  gotten  them  from  Admiml  Porter^  I  could 
have  made  the  blockade  complete  from  Grand  Gulf  to  Port  Hudson. 
As  it  is,  my  force  is  too  small  to  separate. 

To-day  (15th)  I  returned  here  according  to  appointment  and  found 
the  Richmond  below.  We  communicated  by  signal,  which  was 
remarkably  well  executed  by  Lieutenant  Eaton,  of  the  Signal  Corps, 
whom  General  Banks  kindl}'  placed  on  board  this  ship,  and  by  Lieutenant 
Abbott,  on  the  Richmond.  I  sent  the  Albatross  to  an  appointed  place, 
mouth  of  False  River,  and  there  found  Mr.  Gabaudan  with  his  escort. 
He  returned  on  board  with  his  communications  from  below.  1  shall 
return  again  to-morrow  to  the  mouth  of  Red  River,  and  will  remain 
there  until  my  coal  is  nearly  expended  or  I  hoa-r  from  General  Grant, 
and  if  he  is  not  able  to  comply  with  his  promises  from  causes  beyond 
his  control,  I  shall  return  to  New  Orleans. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Adm  iral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  D,  C. 

P.  S. — I  have  before  recommended  Mr.  Gabaudan  for  situation  in 
the  Marine  Corps,  to  which  1  beg  to  call  your  attention  once  more. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Adm  iral. 


Letter  firom  Itear-Admiral  Farragut,  17.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Alden,  U.  8.  Navy,  regard- 
ing general  matters. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 
Above  Port  Hudson^  April  15^  1863. 

Dear  Captain:  I  am  glad  to  see  you  again  on  the  advance  post,  but 
fear  to  hear  a  confirmation  of  the  death  of  poor  Cummings.  1  still 
hope  that  McKinstry  will  save  his  leg  as  well  as  his  life. 
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I  am  delighted  to  hear  of  the  capture  of  the  Queen  of  tlte  Went — 
only  fear  that  it  may  not  ])e  true.  If  General  Banlfs'  araiy  liad 
attacked  Port  Hudson,  or  invested  it  when  we  came  through,  there  is 
no  doubt  it  would  have  fallen  in  a  week.     They  had  but  four  days' 

Srovisions;  they  have  not  over  a  week's  now.  Every  time  we  come 
own  the}^  cross  over  some  cattle,  but  we  caught  a  steamer  the  last 
time  we  went  up,  and  were  very  near  catching  another,  but  she  was 
about  1  mile  ahead  of  us. 

We  had  very  reliable  information  that  5,000  men  left  Port  Hudson 
last  week,  and  they  have  not  over  13,000  altogether.  They  have  never 
had  over  20,000,  generally  conscripts. 

Inform  Morris  and  Genenil  Banks  that  I  shall  make  another  visit 
down  here  before  1  go  down,  in  hopes  of  seeing  the  upper  army  by 
way  of  Red  River,  and,  if  we  can  not  take  it  with  the  combined  forces 
from  above  and  below,  we  better  give  it  up  and  go  home.  When  1 
go  down  I  shall  inform  you  and  expect  an  attack  to  be  made  on  the 
batteries  from  below.  1  find  they  have  all  their  flying  artillery  on  the 
bluff,  some  forty  pieces,  which  will  be  apt  to  kill  some  of  my  men 
unless  they  are  diverted  by  the  fire  of  the  ships  or  the  army,  but  when 
the  time  comes  I  am  bound  to  go,  and  you  must  do  the  best  you  can 
to  draw  their  fire  off"  of  us. 

I  have  been  absent  so  long  that  I  am  very  anxious  to  hear  the  news 
from  the  squadron.  As  I  am  here  I  shall  do  the  best.  I  can  to  injure 
the  enemy,  but  if  1  had  two  more  vessels  we  could  have  cut  off  their 
supplies  very  completely ;  as  it  is  they  only  cross  them  higher  up  the 
river. 

1  send  General  Banks  the  letter  of  Genei"al  Grant,  which  I  was 
afraid  to  send  by  Mr.  Gabaudan. 

1  am  much  grieved  at  the  losses  of  the  vessels,  and  feel  most  keenly 
for  the  wife  and  family  of  poor  Cummings.  But  my  apprehensions 
were  much  worse  than  "the  reality,  for  I  feared  that  you  were  all  gone, 
and  feel  most  thankful  that  it  was  no  worse.  May  God  protect  us 
through  the  rest  of  the  cruise. 

I  remain,  very  truly  and  respectfully,  yours, 

D.  (t.  Farka(jut,  Reur-AdwlraL 

Conunandor  Jamks  Ai.dkn. 


[SigllHlS.] 

April  15,  1863. 

I  want  m}"  secretary  and  dispatches  if  they  can  be  sent  me  safely. 
I  wish  to  return  to  Red  River  to-morrow  morning.     Answer. 

Farragut, 

Admiral, 
Captain  Alden. 


Gubaudan  starts  immediately  with  a  party.     Send  a  boat  to  meet 
them  at  lower  mouth  False  River,  to  dike,  half  a  mile  up  the  river. 

Alden, 
Capiatji. 
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[Telegram.] 

Confidential.] 

Navt  Department,  April  15^  1863. 
The  Department  wishes  you  to  occupy  the  river  below  Vicksburg, 
so  that  Admiral  Farragut  may  return  to  his  station. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Acting  Kear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Ccynvmanding  Mississippi  Squadron.  - 


[Signals.] 

April  16 — a.  m. 
The  mail  has  gone  over.     Has  it  arrived?     I  will  return  hereon 
Thursday. 

D.  G.  F. 
Captain  Alden. 


The  mail  has  arrived.     Shall  we  send  you  ship's  letters?     We  have 
many  official  letters  for  the  admiral. 

Alden. 


Send  the  letters,  but  not  papers,  at  once. 

D.  G.  F. 


Three  or  four  river  steamers  are  seen  almost  daily  at  Port  Hudson , 
bringing  stores.     They  are  probably  now  in  Thompson's  Creek. 

J.  A. 


The  part}'^  with  letters  has  started.     We  hear  firing  below  and  are 
going  aown.     Cease  signaling. 

J.  A. 


Letter  from  Itear-Admiral  Farrag^it,  17.  8.  Navy,  to  Kajor-General  Aug^ir,  IT.  8.  Army. 

Above  Port  Hudson,  La.,  April  16^  [186S\. 

Dear  General:  Your  very  kind  note  was  duly  received,  and  for 
its  generous  sentiments  please  accept  my  thanks.  Although  I  had  the 
misfortune  to  lose  the  31w8issij?jn  Q.nd  to  have  my  other  vessels  driven 
back  by  purely  accidental  causes,  yet  all  things  tend  to  show  that  in 
each  case  the  cause  of  disaster  was  beyond  our  control  and  the  qatural 
consequence  of  a  battle  for  which  we  must  all  take  our  chances;  and 
were  we  to  be  deterred  by  the  apprehensions  of  such  accidents  there 
would  be  no  battles  fought. 

You  can  not  imagine,  general,  how  deepl}'^  1  regretted  that  you  did 
not  attack  the  enemy's  lines  that  night,  or  at  least  invest  them.  1 
have  had  most  excellent  opportunities  for  learning  all  about  their  con- 
dition at  that  time;  they  had  but  four  days'  provisions,  and  as  one  of 
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their  oflScers  said  they  would  have  had  to  fight  their  way  out  or  sur- 
render in  a  week,  but  while  I  was  up  at  Vicksburg  the}-  got  in  a  sup- 
ply. Still  they  have  not  over  a  week's  provisions  now,  and  their  force 
IS  not  over  13,(K>0  men,  as  they  have  sent  5,000  awa}%  it  is  said,  to  for- 
tify Grand  Gulf.  Thev  gave  "us  a  warm  reception  there  on  our  way 
up.  Your  army  will  have  to  do  some  hard  hghting  to  make  up  for 
its  hesitation  on  that  night,  but  I  trust  that  they  are  doing  good 
service  at  Berwick  Bay  and  on  the  Teche,  and  I  sincerely  hope  that 
the  general  will  be  successful  in  capturing  their  forces. 

I  trust  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  we  will  be  able  to  attack  Port 
Hudson  on  both  sides,  but  the  glory  will  then  be  divided  and  the  lion 
will  receive  the  greatest  share.  On  the  night  of  the  14th  it  would 
have  been  all  yours.  I  learn  with  regret  that  General  Banks  said  he 
did  not  expect  me  to  attack  before  morning,  but  I  think  it  is  a  mis- 
take. 1  received  his  dispatch,  which  I  have  now,  saying  that  his  com- 
mand was  "at  the  crossroads  ready  for  their  work  ttis  evening;  when 
will  you  open?"  1  replied,  "I  expect  to  pass  the  batteries  at  12,  mid- 
night." 1  did  pass  and  fired  my  last  gun  at  five  minutes  after  mid- 
night, and  if  one  more  ship  had  passed  1  would  have  most  oflfectually 
shut  off  their  Red  River  supplies  to  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson.  As 
it  is,  they  have  a  very  hard  time  to  get  even  a  scanty  supply.  On  my 
return  from  here  to  Red  River  last  week  we  caught  two  steamers  out 
of  Red  River  in  the  Mississippi.  One  regained  the  Red  River,  but  we 
struck  the  other  and  captured  her  with  the  commissary  on  board. 
Major  Howard.  You  may  remember  his  brother.  General  Volney  E. 
Howard,  in  California. 

I  do  not,  general,  know  how  it  will  be  in  your  power  to  serve  me 
until  the  day  or  night  I  intend  to  go  down  the  river,  t)efore  which  I 
will  inform  you;  but  I  look  for  General  Grant's  forces  before  that 
day.     With  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  kind  offers,  I  remain, 
Yours,  most  truly, 

[D.  G.  Farragut], 

Rhiv- Admiral . 

Major-General  C.  C.  Augur, 

Commanding^  ef(\^  Baton  Rouge, 


Letter  from  Kajor-General  Banki,  17.  8.  Army,  to  Major-Oeneral  Augur,  17.  8.  Army,  for- 
warding information  for  Bear-Admiral  Farragnt. 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Gulf,  19tii  Army  Corps, 

Cote-Gt:liU\  mar  YertnHion^  April  18^  ISGS, 

Sir:  The  commanding  general  wishes  you  to  send  the  follow iug  to 
Admiral  Farragut: 

We  shall  occupy  Opelousaa  probably  on  the  20th;  we  can  l)e  in  Alexandria  in  the 
last  week  in  this  month.  Can  you  reach  that  point  on  the  Re<l  River  with  your  fleet? 
When  will  Grant's  forces  reach  the  mouth  of  Black. River?  Communicate  with  him 
and  ascertain. 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major- General^  Com manding. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  ver^^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Richard  B.  Irwin, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
Major-General  C.  C.  Augur, 

Commanding  Forces  at  Baton  Rouge, 
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[Sigualfi.] 

April  20. 

We  marched  on  Opelousas  at  6  a.  m.  Can  be  in  Alexandria  the  last 
week  of  the  month.  Can  gunl>oats  meet  me  there?  Have  burned 
three  gunboats  and  many  transports.  Captured  2,000  prisoners  with 
best  officers  of  Army  and  Navy,  and  am  still  pursuing.  When  will 
Grant  be  down  ? 

Banks, 
General. 
Admiral  Farragut. 

Aprh.  20. 

Glad  to  learn  your  successes.  Unless  gunboats  come  from  Vicks- 
burg  I  have  none  that  could  pass  Fort  De  Russy,  at  Gordon's 
Landing.  I  can  hear  nothing  from  Grant  until  the  five  boats  below 
Vicksburg  arrive.  Port  Hudson  on  half  rations.  Troops  discon- 
tented. Enemy  sent  to  Arkansas  for  troops  for  Taylor,  Nothing 
to  impede  communication  with  me  in  the  Atchafalaya. 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Admiral. 
Genei-al  Banks. 


Initmotions  ftrom  Sear-Admiral  Farragut,  IT.  8.  Kavy,  to  Commodore  Morrii,  17.  8.  Kavy, 

commanding  below  Port  Hudson. 

Above  Port  Hudson,  La., 

Ap7^l  22,  1863. 

Commodore:  Keep  the a  short  time  longer.     I  hope  to  join 

vou  soon,  but  I  wish  to  see  first  if  there  is  anything  to  be  done  up 
here  by  the  two  armies.  If  there  is,  I  wish  to  be  on  the  spot  to  aid 
all  I  can.  I  have  tightened  the  cords  upon  them  very  much,  and  they 
are  on  half  rations  all  the  time  now,  and  can  not  have  much  of  a  sup- 
ply at  that,  and  everv  mouthful  has  to  be  obtained  by  great  labor,  if 
two  more  vessels  had  passed  Port  Hudson  I  would  have  cut  off  their 
supplies  altogether  from  the  west  bank,  by  way  of  Red  River  and 
Texas.     As  it  is,  they  admit  that  we  pinch  them  terribly. 

Some  of  the  boats  from  above  have  passed  down,  but  I  think  they 
are  Ellet's  ram  fleet;  one  or  more  of  them  has  been  sunk.  The 
rebels  say  three  sunk  and  five  passed,  but  as  yet  we  have  neither  heard 
nor  seen  anything  of  them;  no  doubt  they  are  below,  however,  and  as 
soon  as  their  damages  are  repaired  they  will  be  down,  and  we  will 
clear  out  Red  River,  and  1  will  go  down  to  New  Orleans,  if  I  can. 

I  hope  you  have  sent  Lieutenant-Commanders  Law  and  Wilson 
North  to  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Send  the  SuBquehanna  North  for  her  repairs. 

Keep  the  ships  all  provisioned  and  ready  to  move  at  a  moment's 
warning.  If  nothing  is  heard  from  the  Department  and  there  is  no 
suitable  command  for  Captain  Smith,  let  him  go  home  if  he  wishes  it. 
I  deeply  regret  his  loss,  as  well  as  the  loss  to  the  Navy  of  his  ship, 
but,  as  the  Frenchman  says,  "  You  can  not  make  omelet  without  break- 
ing eggs."  The  whole  affair  would  have  gone  off  beautifully  if  the 
shipsnad  not  grounded,  and  the  ships  would  not  have  grounded  if  we 
had  not  fired  so  rapidly.     We  did  not  fire  half  the  time,  so  as  to  see 
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the  shore.  1  hope  we  will  have  better  luck  next  time.  We  must  not 
be  discouraged  by  such  accidental.  Alden's  was  the  only  accident  that 
we  could  not  have  provided  against.  A  chance  shot  will  sometimes 
hit  a  tender  spot. 

If  I  had  the  Essex  up  here  she  would  be  worth  a  million  to  me.  I 
would  send  her  right  up  to  Alexandria  and  cause  the  destruction  of 
everything  that  they  are  building  there,  but  I  hope  it  will  not  be  long 
before  the  generals  are  ready  to  attack  Port  Hudson  from  above  and 
below  with  such  a  force  as  will  make  it  a  sure  thing;  otherwise  I  know 
they  won't  attack. 

Iliater:  We  have  just  received  on  board  a  very  intelligent  Union  man 
from  Red  Biver,  who  informs  me  that  the  Atehafalaya  is  abandoned 
by  the  enem}-;  their  guns  are  all  removed  from  Butted- la-Kose;  con- 
sequently there  can  be  no diflSculty  in  our  hQiQX^{Clift(yii  and  the  Queen 
oftJte  West,,  if  she  is  in  running  order)  coming  up  to  the  mouth  ot  Red 
River  so  as  to  keep  up  the  blockade.  This  man  also  confirms  the  state- 
ment that  the  troops  at  Port  Hudson  are  on  half  rations,  and  says  that 
if  the  blockade  is  kept  up  Port  Hudson  must  be  evacuated.  The 
o£Bcers  at  Fort  De  Russy    *    *    *    [illegible]. 

There  are  only  125  soldiers  in  the  fort,  and  they  have  sent  up  to 
Arkansas  for  troops  to  reinforce  Genei*al  Taylor,  and  if  I  had  one  or 
two  boats  I  could  gobble  the  whole  party  as  they  attempt  to  come  out 
of  Black  River. 

I  hear  nothing  of  the  EUet  fleet  from  above,  except  that  they  are 
repairing  at  or  below  Vicksburg,  nor  does  he  know  anything  of  Grant' s 
forces  in  Bayou  Ma^'on  except  that  he  hesird  some  time  ago  that  one 
of  our  l)oats  was  in  Lake  Providence. 

If  the  report  of  the  abandoning  of  the  Atehafalaya  is  true,  I  wish 
you  would  send  me  up  coal  by  the  Arizona  or  any  Q|:ner  suitable  trans- 
port w^hich  we  have  tnere. 

[D.  Ct.  Farraout.] 


Letter  firom  Sear-Admiral  Farragat,  17.  8.  Navy,  to  the  Asiistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Unofficial.]  Above  Port  HuDvSOn,  April  ^,  [186,^. \ 

Dear  Fox:  I  received  your  unofficial  letter  across  the  peninsula  in 
front  of  Port  Hudson. 

I  shall  be  ready  to  go  to  work  the  moment  I  ffet  the  ironclads,  but 
my  wooden  ships  arc  now  so  much  used  up  that  I  fear  we  could  do  but 
little  with  them;  still  they  will  render  some  service,  I  hope. 

Situated  as  we  are,  we  constantly  hear  reports  of  all  kinds,  but 

Elace  little  reliance  in  any  of  them.  The  last  report  is  that  five  gun- 
oats  have  passed  Vicksburg.  If  I  had  half  of  them  I  could  efi'ectually 
cut  off  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  from  their  supplies.  They  say 
that  we  are  starving  them  now,  and  yet  I  am  unable  to  prevent  the 
crossing  of  cattle  and  hogs  at  and  above  Natchez.  My  force  is  so 
small  that  I  must  keep  it  together,  as  the  enemy  appears  determined  to 
capture  us,  which  we  hope  to  give  them  some  trouble  in  accomplishing. 
I  am  now  awaiting  the  movements  of  General  Grant  down  the  Bayou 
Ma^on.  If  he  is  successful,  the  moment  Porter's  boats  and  Gitint's 
troops  make  their  appearance  1  will  communicate  with  Genei-al  Banks 
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and  try  to  persuade  them  to  attack  Port  Hudson  simultaneously  from 
above  and  below,  and  the  rebels,  with  their  stomachs  in  their  present 
condition,  will  not  hold  out  many  hours.  They  have  been  on  half 
rations  for  some  time.  They  can  get  no  provisions  by  the  river,  and 
all  that  they  do  get  has  to  be  transportea  a  considerable  distance  by 
land,  and  there  is  a  great  scarcity  all  through  the  country  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  Mississippi. 

We  have  also  heard  from  negroes  that  all  the  steamers  passed  up 
Red  River  to  Alexandria  with  [menj  Thursday  last;  that  the  Queen  of 
the  West  was  captured  by  us  in  Grand  Lake,  and  that  there  had  been  a 
severe  fight  on  the  Teche,  in  which  the  rebels  were  badly  beaten.  1 
sincerely  hope  that  this  is  true,  for  I  would  like  to  see  our  soldiers 
doine  something.  Our  great  difficulty  is  that  one  or  two  negroes  (sent 
for  the  purpose)  will  convince  our  generals  that  the  enemy  is  too 
strong  for  us,  and  then  an  attack  is  out  of  the  question.  The  enemv 
has  literallv  whipped  us  by  this  species  of  deception.  I  always  ask 
them:  '*  Why  don't  you  go  and  see  for  yourself;  make  a  reconnois- 
sance  in  force;  or,  in  other  words,  make  a  fight  \ " 

I  found  it  was  out  of  my  power  to  try  Lieutenant-Commanders  Law 
and  Wilson  by  court-martial  for  some  time  to  come,  so  I  directed 
Commodore  Morris  to  send  them  home,  particularly  as  I  was  told  that 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  Harriet  Lan^.  had  been  sent  North. 

Pray  do  not  let  those  officers  at  Washington  be  changing  uniform 
every  week  or  two.  I  think  there  should  have  been  but  one  change 
made.  As  vou  made  a  new  grade  it  would  have  been  but  right  to 
make  a  uniform  for  it,  and  1  wish  that  uniform  had  been  simply 
a  broad  stripe  of  lace  on  the  cuff — say  an  inch  and  a  quarter  wide, 
with  a  narrow  stripe  of  a  quarter  of  an  inch  above  it,  and  a  little 
rosette  with  a  silvoi*  star  in  the  center.  The  star  is  the  designation  of 
the  admiml,  and  therefore  should  be  visible.  The  other  uniforms 
were  all  well  enough,  but  this  adding  on  stripes  until  they  reach  a 
man's  elbow,  appears  to  me  to  be  a  great  error.  In  the  first  place  you 
must  count  the  stripes  to  ascertain  the  officer's  rank,  which  at  any  dis- 
tance is  almost  impossible,  and  1  presume  the  objects  of  uniform  are 
principally  for  the  purpose  of  recognizing  the  grades  in  order  to  pay 
the  honor  due  on  all  official  occasions.  It  appears  to  me,  however, 
that  the  object  of  the  present  change  of  uniform  is  to  blend  the  grades 
as  much  as  possible;  or,  in  other  words,  to  avoid  distinctions.  If  such 
is  the  case,  bring  us  down  to  the  simple  blue  coat  with  navy  buttons; 
but  if  the  grade  is  to  be  marked,  let  it  be  distinct  and  unmistakable. 

My  rule  through  life  has  been  to  vote  against  a  change  in  uniform, 
but  when  one  has  to  be  made,  make  it  as  good  as  I  could,  that  is  well 
suited  to  the  necessities  of  the  service,  easy  to  procure,  not  expensive, 
easily  preserved,  and  the  grades  distinctly  marked. 
Yours,  very  truly  and  respectfully, 

D.  (t.  Farragut, 

Rear-  A  dmiral, 

G.  V.  Fox,  Esq. , 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navij^   Washington^  D,  C 


OrLF    BLlHKADIXG    SQl'ADRiiX,  61 


Hdqks.  I»epak"tiient  or  the  ifnjr,  1;^h  Army  Cori^ 

f'y*rf*-».>*7jt,  Aj'ri!  ?7,  /^^>\ 

Generai.:  I  am  diri-ct^e^  by  the  conmiandinir  ^^iieral  to  inform  you 
of  the  arrival  here  of  Lieiitenanti^  Teiiney  and  Skinner,  of  Colonel 
Dudley's  ^laff.  with  iiu]Xkrtant  di^jttlohes  f  n>m  General  Cirant. 

The  ct»mmandinir  ^neral  de>ires  to  ai-knowleil^  the  ^'aluable  service 
rendered  by  these  officers  and  by  Lieutenant  IVan  ami  the  officers*  of 
the  Signal  Corp>,  Captain  Roe,  and  Lieutenants  Herl^ert  and  Abbott,  in 
opening  communications  with  the  forces  al>ove  Port  Hudson. 

We  occupy  Opelousas  and  hold  Washington,  [La.]«  by  a  stn>ng 
mdvance  post. 

The  command  rests  to-day.  The  enemv  tiX^k  the  road  to  Alexandria. 
In  a  proclamati<»n  issued  on  the  lv*th,  brigadier-General  Pratt,  then 
commanding  here.  <ays  the  bnive  men  of  Texas,  Arkansas^  and  Mis- 
souri will  sot»n  W  with  them,  appai^ently  showing  that  he  ex|XH.*ts  no 
reinforcements  from  Port  Hudson.     *    *    * 

The  commanding  general  desires  you  to  ktn^p  him  I'onstantly  infornuHi 
of  the  state  of  affairs  in  your  vicinitv. 

Ver}'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RiniARi)  B.  Irwin, 


Major-General  C  C  Augur. 

Coininaudinn  JTirst  l>!ri^ltni.  Baton  liouge. 


Letter  from  Semr-Admiral  Farragnt  17.  8.  Navy,  to  Kajor-Ooneral  Augur,  U.  8.  Army. 

Above  Port  IIuix^on,  April  23y  [ISG^i], 

Dear  General:  We  have  the  enemy  in  ii  tight  place;  he  is  on  half 
rations  at  Port  Hudson;  his  Arkansas  troops,  one  or  two  regiments, 
refused  duty  a  day  or  two  since,  saying  that  they  would  not  remain 
there  if  they  did  not  give  them  more  food.  They  have  heard  in  some 
wav  that  vou  intend  to  attack  them  hv  wav  of  Manchac  and  have  sent 
out  troops  to  meet  vours.  They  say  that  if  I  hold  Ked  River  as  I  am 
doing,  that  they  will  have  to  evacuate  Port  Hudson.  1  have  just 
caught  and  destroyed  two  of  their  boats  that  were  used  to  cross  pro- 
visions from  the  west  bank  to  Hayou  Sam:  we  have  Ihhmi  trying  to 
catch  the^e  boats  for  some  time.     The  v  sav  thev  are  anxious  to  get  t  heir 

•  •  ft  c^ 

large  guns  away  from  Port  Hudson  for  fear  of  losing  them.  If  1  can 
only  get  coal  up  through  the  Atchafalaya  I  will  accomplish  all,  but  1 
do  wish  Geneial  Grant  would  come  along  so  that  you  could  both  attack 
the  place  and  take  it. 

I  nave  a  man  direct  from  Fort  De  Kussy  who  says  there  are  no  guns 
on  the  Atchafala3'a.  Butte-a-la-Rose  is  abandoned.  The  Xl-inch  gun 
of  the  hidianola  and  six  other  pieces  are  mounted  at  Fort  De  Russy, 
but  that  will  give  us  no  trouble,  as  it  [  is]  80  miles  up  the  Red  River,  and 
the  Black,  down  which  General  (i  rant's  forces  are  to  come,  is  not  over 
40  miles  from  the  mouth  of  Red  River. 

I  hope  3'ou  will  tighten  the  cords  around  Port  Hudson.  I  will  draw 
them  tighter  every  da\' .  My  informant  says  there  are  but  125  men  at 
Fort  De  Russy,  and  that  it  can  be  shelled  at  2  miles  without  their  being 
able  to  reply. 


this  nlii))  ren> 
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I  wisli  to  act  with  [illogiblej.     I  think  tliat     «     •     • 
di-rinj^  the  must  etfef'tivp  sfrvice  here, 

I  8upposii  Gcncml  Bjinks  is  atill  in  the  field  in  the  Opelouaas 
trv.     WishiTijf  you  I'vory  nuccesa  in  your  undertakings, 
I  reinitin,  very  truly,  yours, 

[D.  (J.  Farhahut,] 

Seor-Admrriil. 
Major-Geneml  C  V.  Auouh, 

Ciriunnimlimj,  etc..  Baton  Rinige. 

P.  S. — Please  say  to  General  Banks  when  vou  write  him  if  the  l)oal 
that  pass  Vicksburg  prove  to  be  gunboatJi  1  will  have  them  at 
undria  bv  the  time  he  I'eax'bes  there,  if  possible,  but  I  fear  they  arc 
Geni-ral  fellet's  squadron,  or  Marine  Brigade,  and  carry  no  guns  except 
those  belonging  tu  their  tield  artillery;  consequently  I  will  have  nothing 
to  attack  Fort  Dc  Russy,  as  I  cau  not  take  my  own  ship  up  Red  Kivor. 
Respectfully, 

D.  G.  Fakkaout. 


Ferioaal  latter  from  Bear-Admiral  fairagnl,  I 


I 


T.  8.  Bavy,  to  Captain  Alden,  H,  B,  Vvfji 
Fl^iiSHlP    HAIiTp-OHl), 

Abwe  Port  Ihitimn,  April  2S,  1H63. 

Dear  Captaik:  It  is  so  long  since  I  supposed  you  were  promoted, 
that  I  will  not  at  this  late  day  congratulate  you  on  it,  but  on  the  enjoy- 
ment of  health  and  the  gooci  conmtion  of  your  ship,  once  more  ready 
for  service. 

I  ha\'e  been  holding  the  enemy  very  uneasy  by  the  stomach.  They 
are  on  half  rations  at  Port  Huason.  and  great  dissatisfaction  among 
their  men.  They  have  already  begun  to  talk  of  saving  their  long 
guns,  etc.,  and  I  hear  from  all  quarters  that  they  can  not  hold  out  if 
we  continue  the  blockade  of  Red  River.  We  destroyed  the  only  flat- 
boats  they  had  at  Baj'ou  Sara  to-day,  on  our  way  down,  and  a  large 
Siantity  of  sugar,  after  helping  ourselves  to  what  was  required  for^^^ 
e  vetisels.  ^^| 

The  report  above  is  that  eight  boats  attempted  to  pass  Vicksbur^,  ^^^ 
and  one  was  sunk,  one  burned,  and  the  rest  got  bj,  hut  much  injured.    ^  T 
They  are  no  doubt  repairing  and  will  be  down  by  the  time  we  get  back 
to  mouth  of  Red  River,  when  I  will  send  up  the  Red  River  and  make 
a  raid  upon  them,  but  I  feur  they  are  rams  and  not  gunboats. 

I  do  not  see  why  the  Arizona  or  some  other  steamer  can  not  bring 
us  coal  up  the  Atcbafalaya,  as  they  have  abandoned  that  river  and  all 
the  steamers  are  above  the  Fort  De  RuBsy.  Thev  have  the  Xl-inch 
gun  of  the  Indianola  there  with  six  others.  The  Indianota  was 
another  dastardly  affair.  She  was  not  injured  in  the  least;  her  own 
men  sunk  her  and  the  enemy  afterwards  blew  her  up.  I  saw  her  as  I 
went  up,  but  when  1  came  down  to  blow  her  up  she  had  slid  off  into 
deep  wal^r  and  disappeared. 

They  may  use  the  guns  with  grape  and  canister,  but  they  can  not 
have  niany  shot  or  shell.  The  fX-inch  is  spiked  and  is  still  at  Alex- 
andria: unable  to  fix  it. 

I  think  I  will  hold  on  for  Grant  this  week,  and  if  he  does  not  let 
me  hear  of  him  I  will  go  down,  even  if  I  leave  the  ship  here. 
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I  am  glad  to  hear  that  our  people  have  had  a  little  success  on  the 
Teche,  etc.,  and  that  the  Clifton  banged  the  Queen  of  the  WW  and 
with  her  the  great  tighter.  Captain  Fuller.  The}'^  even  say  now  that 
they  don't  think  they  can*  afford  to  attack  us.  I  suppose  you  all 
expected  to  hear  of  our  being  eaten  without  pepper  and  salt  long 
before  this.  I  do  hope  the  generals,  some  or  all,  will  attack  this  mis- 
erable place,  Port  Hudson.  They  say  here  that  if  they  had  invested 
it  when  we  came  up  it  would  not  have  held  out  a  week. 

Send  my  kind  regards  to  Mrs.  Smith  and  the  captain  also.     I  deeply 
regret  the  loss  of  nis  ship,  but  it  was  all  the  fault  of  not  stopping 
firing,  to  see  the  shore,  and  perhaps  not  having  a  good  pilot.     The 
mizzentop  is  a  good  institution. 
Your  friend, 

D.  G.  Farragut. 

[Captain  James  Alden.] 

I  am  gratified  that  the  Department  approves  of  our  coming  up  past 
Port  Hudson.     I  deemed  it  necessary  to  arrest  further  disaster  above. 

D.  G.  F. 


Letter  firom  Kajor-Oeneral  Banks,  IT.  8.  Army,  to  Itear-Admiral  Farra^t,  IT.  8.  Kavy, 

giving  acoonnt  of  capture  of  Bntte-k-la-Boie. 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Gulf,  19th  Arbiy  Corps, 

Opelausas^  La.^  Aj/ril  23^  1863. 

My  Dear  Admiral:  Acceptmy  thanks  for  your  dispatch  of  April  6,* 
which  I  received  on  the  21st  instant  with  the  dispatches  of  General 
Grant.  Accept  my  congratulations  upon  your  success  in  controlling 
the  open  sea  between  Vicksburg  and  rort  'Hudson.  The  blockade  of 
the  Red  River  is  a  most  important  affair  to  our  arms.  We  have  now 
achieved  the  freedom  of  the  Atc*hafalaya,  of  which  we  have  spoken  so 
much  together,  and  I  hope  at  no  distant  time  to  comnmnicate  with  you 
through  that  route. 

The  gunboats  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Cooke  captured  Butte-a- 
la-Rose  on  the  20th  instant.  You  have  doubtless  had  a  full  report  of 
this  affair.  The  engagement  was  short,  but  decisive.  We  captured 
their  guns,  considerabh?  ammunition,  the  commander  of  the  post,  and 
60  prisoners.  This  gives  us  the  entire  control  of  tlie  Atehafalaya  and 
the  Red  River.  Since  we  parted  at  Baton  Rouge  I  have  accomplished 
the  design  which  was  interrupted  by  your  enterprise  for  passing  the 
batteries.  Immediatel}^  upon  the  achievement  of  that  distinguished 
success  by  your  own  ship  and  the  Albatross  we  recommenced  our  under- 
taking. CJn  the  12th  of  April  we  were  before  the  fortifications  at 
Camp  Bisland,  where  we  commenced  an  engagement  with  the  enemy 
whicn  lasted  two  days.  Our  men  behaved  splendidly  and  have  achieved 
at  every  point  a  complete  success.  The  works  would  have  been 
assaulted  on  the  morning  of  their  evacuation.  They  commenced  their 
retreat  at  about  12  o'clock  at  night,  and  we  followed  them  at  8  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  Grover's  division  had  landed  near  Indian  Bend  with 
the  intention  of  intercepting  their  retreat  at  Franklin,  but  the  diffi- 
culties of  transportation  and  landing  prevented  his  reaching  that  point 
within  a  few  nours,  and  the  enemy  escaped  with  his  artillery  and 
cavalry.     The  infantry  has  been  almost  entirely  dispei-sed.     We  have 

*See  p.  45. 
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captured  nearly  2,000  prisoners,  more  than  1,000  stand  of  smal/  arms, 
20  siege  guns,  including  1  field  gun,  considerable  ammunition,  and  the 
chiefs  of  the  three  arnis  of  rebel  service:  Captain  Fuller,  commanding 
the  fleet;  Captain  Semmes,  commanding  tne  artillery;  and  Colonel 
Vincent,  conmmndine  the  cavalry.  We  compelled  them  to  destroy  the 
Diana  and  HaH^  ana  the  fleet  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Cooke  sunk 
the  Qiieen  of  the  West  in  the  contest  for  the  possession  of  Butte-a-la- 
Rose,  on  Grand  Lake.  We  have  captured  more  than  10,000  head  of 
cattle,  and  horses  and  mules  suflBcient  for  the  entire  service  of  the  army. 
It  will  be  impossible  for  the  enemy  to  reorganize  his  forces  in  tliis 
department  for  the  present. 

We  are  anxiously  waiting  to  hear  from  General  Grant.  With  the 
force  that  he  is  able  to  furnish  us  I  regard  the  fall  of  Port  Hudson  as 
certain.  The  diflSculty  is  to  ascertain  bow  and  when  it  can  be  sent  to 
us.  Now  that  we  have  achieved  the  freedom  of  the  Atchafalaya,  my 
belief  is  that  we  should  join  his  forces  to  us  by  that  river,  crossing 
the  Grand  Kiver  and  the  [Bayou]  Plaquemine  at  Baton  Rouge.  This 
is  the  most  feasible  point  of  junction  of  our  forces,  and  can  be 
accomplished  with  the  least  danger  and  in  the  least  time. 

The  enemy,  counting  upon  the  misfortunes  which  have  happened  to 
our  little  navy,  has  completed  his  plans  for  an  assault  on  Brashear 
City.  They  were  kept  in  entire  ignorance  of  our  purposes,  and  were 
not  aware  of  our  movement  until  we  stood  before  their  fortifications 
at  Camp  Bisland.  Their  surprise  and  their  rout  has  been  complete, 
and  leaves  us  leisure  for  other  operations.  The  Navy  has  done  every- 
thing that  we  could  desire,  and  is  worthy  of  its  distinguished  leader. 

I  beg  you  to  forward  the  communication  to  General  Grant*  as 
speedily  as  possible,  and  communicate  the  substance  of  his  answer  by 
telegraph.  My  dispatch  is  substantially  the  same  as  this  addressed  to 
you.  1  am  very  anxious  to  hear  his  conclusions  and  to  know  how 
soon  we  may  efi'ect  a  cooperation.  I  regard  the  passage  of  the  bat- 
teries by  the  Hartfoi'd  and  Albatross  and  the  fights  you  have  had  with 
the  enemy  at  Grand  Gulf  and  elsewhere  on  the  river  as  among  the 
most  brilliant  operations  of  the  war  and  effecting  most  important  results 
in  the  future  affairs  of  this  part  of  the  country.  I  hope  you  are  in 
health,  as  I  am  sure  3^011  must  be  in  spirit.  We  have  no  news  from 
the  North  of  importance,  except  that  the  expedition  to  Charleston  has 
failed  and  that  the  land  and  naval  forces  have  returned  to  Port  Royal. 
The  spirit  of  the  people  is  cheerful  and  confident,  and  opinion  more 
unitect  than  it  has  oeen. 

The  Government  is  firm  in  its  purposes,  and  will,  I  believe,  soon 
bring  the  war  to  an  end. 

I  am,  very  trul}^  your  ol)edient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major-  General^  Vovimandiruj , 

Admiral  Farraout, 

Flagship  tiartford. 


[Signals.] 

April  24. 

I  have  15  or  20  contrabands  I  must  send  over.     No  place  for  them. 
Can  I  do  it  safely? 

D.  G.  F. 

♦See  p.  66. 
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If  you  have  skiffs  to  send  with  them,  you  can. 

J.  A. 


April  24. 
When  shall  I  look  for  jou  again  'i 

Alden. 


I  hope  to  be  down  again  on  Saturday,  the  2d. 

D.  G.  F. 


Report  of  Kajor-Oeneral  Banks,  IT.  8.  Army,  regarding  operationi  in  weet  Lonisiana. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Opelomatf^  La. ,  ApHl  23^  1863. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dis- 
patches, dated  at  Headguailers  before  Vioksburg,  March  23, 1863,  on 
the  21st,  by  the  hand  or  Lieutenant  Tenney,  of  General  Augur's  divi- 
sion, at  Baton  Kouge.  On  April  10,  Mr.  Gabaudan,  private  secretary 
of  Admiral  Farragut,  commanding  the  Hartford^  at  tne  mouth  of  Red 
River,  rej^rted  at  my  headquarters  at  Brashear,  and  gave  me  verbally 
the  substance  of  your  dispatches,  which  he  said  he  had  read  but  did 
not  bring  with  him  in  the  dangerous  passage  which  he  was  compelled 
to  make  of  the  batteries  of  Port  Hudson. 

The  information  received  from  Mr.  Gabaudan  differs  somewhat  from 
jour  dispatches.  I  understand  from  him  that  it  was  your  intention  to 
send  a  force  by  the  way  of  Lake  Providence  and  the  Black  River,  passing 
through  the  intermediate  bayous  to  the  mouth  of  the  Black  River  on  the 
Bed  Kiver,  and  that  this  force  would  probably  reach  the  Red  River  by 
May  1,  proximo,  to  cooperate  with  my  command  against  Port  Hudson. 

Stimulated  by  this  report  and  cheering  prospect  of  assistance  we 

gushed  with  vigor  the  expedition  upon  which  we  were  then  engaged. 
Kir  success  has  been  complete.  We  have  utterly  destro^^ed  the  army 
and  navy  of  this  part  of  tne  Confederacy^  and  made  it  impossible  for 
the  enemy  to  reorganize  his  forces  for  some  months  to  come.  We 
occupy  dpelousas,  and  my  advance  is  about  30  miles  in  front  of  this 
place,  on  the  road  to  Alexandria.  ' 

The  forces  of  the  enemy  arc  divided,  a  portion  of  Sibley's  cavalry 
being  on  thePIaquemine  Bayou,  on  the  road  to  Texas,  [La.],  with  General 
Mouton,  and  the  artillery  and  some  cavalry  on  the  road  to  Alexan- 
dria. The  infantry  is  completely  dispersed.  We  have  captured  2,0fK) 
Erisoaers,  1,000  stand  of  arms,  ammunition,  ordnance  stores,  etc.,  20 
eavy  guns,  demolished  his  foundries  at  Franklin  and  New  Iberia, 
and  the  salt  works  below  [New]  I})eria.  We  have  captured  2  steamers 
and  several  boats,  and  compelled  the  destruction  of  10  or  12  transport 
steamers,  some  of  them  laden  with  flour,  ammunition,  and  arms. 

The  gunboats  Dimui^  Hart.,  and  Queen  of  the  We^t  have  been 
destroyed  and  their  armament  captured  by  our  forces.  We  have 
among  our  prisoners  the  most  important  officers  of  all  arms.  Captain 
Fuller,  the  commander  of  their  fleet,  captured  from  the  Quee/i  of  ths 
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ViMt.  ItDowii  lierc  us  tin'  ■'ICiiigof  tbo Swiimp," loiiy  in  the  le^skture 
iiinl  at  till'  bead  of  the  tililmsteror  fifjhtiiig  elemeutof  tlie  State,  whose 
camlidatp  he  was  for  tlic  office  of  governor.  We  have  alwo  Captain 
Spiiihr's,  tho  lirst  officer  of  their  artillery,  and  Uolonol  Vinrent,  the 
chief  of  their  cavalry.    They  can  make  no  stand  thiazide  of  Alexandria.. 

The  cajiturc  of  tHo  fortifications  at  Butte-fi-!a  Ilose  by  the  army  and' 
navy,  which  occurred  on  tho  morning  of  April  20,  opent*  tons  com- 
plntely  tho  Atchafalaya  to  the  Ilea  River.  Several  day«  wince  i 
addressed  to  the  admiral  an  enquiry  whether  he  could  navigate  the  Red 
River  to  Alexandria,  and  to  yourself  a  request  to  communicate  th& 
time  when  your  coopemtive  force  could  reach  Red  Klvcr.  Our  com- 
munication with  the  admiral  is  open  only  on  Thursdays,  when  he 
comes  down  to  Port  Hudson.  It  will  l>e  communicated  to  him,  as  I 
am  informed,  by  dispatches  from  General  Augur  to-day.  It  must  Ikj 
some  time  before  it  reaciies  you. 

1  waa  disappointed  in  learning  from  the  perusal  of  your  dispatches 
that  at  their  date  it  was  undetermined  whetuer  you  can  send  a  force  to  ' 
Red  River  or  not,  on  ac<'Outit  of  the  deficiency  of  yonrti'ansportation.   ( 
It  is  a  grief  on  my  part  that  I  can  not  aid  you  in  this  respect.     Our 
transportation  is  lamentably  deticlent.     I  had  but  one  steamer  with  ] 
which  to  pass  two  divisions  of  my  corps  over  Berwick  Bay  in  this 
campaign.     The  route  is  open,  but  I  can   reach  Red  River  only  by 
forced  marches.     It  is  six  days'  march  to  Alexandria  and  four  or  five 
to  Simmes])ort,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Atcliafalaya.  but  until  we  can  hear 
from  you,  I  shall  make  Washington,  on  the  Courtahleau,  my  base  of 
operations. 

We  can  cooperate  with  you   in  any   manner  you   suggest,   by   i     ^ 
junction  on  the  Red  River  or  by  an  attack  from  Baton  Rouge,  joining' 
vour  forces  on  the  Bayou  Sara  in  the  rear  of  Port  Hudson.     My  belief 
IS  that  this  is  the  best  method,  as  tho  passage  of  tho  Mississippi  from  ^ 
the  Red  River  is  very  difficult  with  our  short  transportation  and  will  _ 
require  a  landing,  andulaces  us  lietween  the  armies  of  Vicksburg  and  ,  ■ 
Port  Hudson;  but  we  snail  not  hesitate.     I  wait  anxiously  to  hear  from 
you  uiKjn  these  points,  viz;  . 

First.  When  ran  yon  be  at  the  mouth  of  the  Black  or  Red  RiverJ    'j 

Second.   In  what  manner  shall  my  forces  cooperate  with  you? 

ThiixJ.  Can  you  furnish  transportation  for  your  passage  to  Port 
Hudson,  or  do  yon  rely  upon  usf 

Fourth.  Ciiii  y(m  supply  vour  troops,  or  will  you  rely  upon  usf 

Fifth.  Is  it  not  practicable  for  your  forc«  to  join  us  by  the  Att-ba- 
falaya  't 

It  is  doubtful  if  we  can  supply  your  forces  from  New  Orleans  in 
operating  aI>ove  Port  Hudson,  on  account  of  our  deficient  transporta- 
tion. My  belief  ia  that  the  best  junction  U  by  the  Atchafalaya.  We 
can  reach  Baton  Rouge  by  the  Grand  River  and  the  [Buyout  Plaque- 
mine  without  transshipment,  and,  our  forces  united,  make  the  reduc- 
tion of  Port  Hudson  certain.     My  own  command  is  insufficient. 

Waiting  anxiously  your  response,  and  with  full  confidence  in  your 
judgment  jmd  earnest  cuoix'ration, 
I  am.  very  truly,  yours, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
MiijiiT'  iieneral,  Cih 

Major-Gi'iii'ral  tiBANT. 

VomiiiaiidiiHj  J'^irrcce  mi  tin-  Vjiper  MitiiiKmppi. 
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Xaport  of  Captain  Alden,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  opening  of  oommnnieation  with  Rear- 

Admiral  Farragnt,  V,  8.  Navy,  above  Port  Hndion. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Below  P(frt  Ilvdnon,  April  25,  186S. 

Sik:  In  obedience  to  article  8  of  a  general  order  iswued  by  the  Depart- 
ment under  date  of  December  12,  18H2,  1  have  respectfully  to  report 
that  we  Hucceeded,  on  the  15th  instant,  in  our  endeavors  to  communi- 
cate with  the  admiral  above  Port  Hudson.  Since  then  a  party  under 
charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Swann,  of  this  vessel,  has  crossed  [and] 
recrossed  the  point  three  times  with  the  mails  and  dispatches.  As 
there  has  been  more  or  less  anxiety  displayed  and  ingenuity  exercised 
to  bring  about  this  very  desii*ablc  result,  and  believing  it  would  not  be 
uninteresting  to  the  Department  to  have  a  detailed  account  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  we  had  to  contend  with  and  how  they  were  surmounted, 
I  shall  proceed  to  nari*ate  them  in  as  concise  a  manner  as  possible. 

The  nrst  attempt  w^as  by  the  army.  General  Banks  having  thought 
it  of  sufficient  importance,  sent  a  f  till  brigade  for  that  service.  They 
succeeded  in  crossing  the  point  after  much  difficulty,  and  kept  the  line 
open  several  days,  notwithstanding  the  rebels  had  cut  the  levees  above, 
hoping  to  drown  them  out.  As  it  was  found,  however,  that  the  admiral 
had  left  that  vicinity,  the  expected  results  were  not  obtained,  and  the 
brigade  was  withdrawn  to  Baton  Rouge. 

Mr.  Gabaudan^s  arrival  subsequently  with  information  that  the 
admiral  would  be  down  at  a  certain  day  and  desired,  if  possible,  to 
communicate  with  us,  determined  me  in  the  meanwhile  to  devise  some 
sure  plan  to  carry  out  his  wishes.  A  reconnoissance  with  the  aid  of 
some  army  officers  who  had  examined  the  ground  previously  was  made, 
first,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  if  skiffs  could  be  used;  second,  if  a  line 
could  be  cut  through  the  woods;  and  lastly,  to  find,  if  possible,  a  tree 
accessible  and  high  enough  to  signalize  from  its  summit.  The  first  idea 
waH  pronounced  entirely  practicable,  as  they  had  demonstrated  the  fact 
by  actual  1}"  crossing  in  the  manner  indicated,  the  water  for  most  of  the 
way  being  from  3  to  '1^)  feet  deep.  It  was  thought,  too,  that  the  ships 
might,  from  the  highest  point  of  their  masts,  be  able  to  signalize  to  each 
other  over  the  trees.  With  that  view  a  light  platform  about  4  feet 
square  was  prepared,  supported  by  an  iron  frame,  and  placed  upon  the 
royal  masthead  and  the  topgallant  mastfitted  for  the  first  time  in  twelve 
months.  Everything  being  ready  on  the  day  indicated,  all  ears  were 
strained  to  catch  the  sound  of  the  signal  gun  of  our  gallant  commander 
in  chief.  At  10  a.  ni.  it  was  heard,  and  inmiediateFv  answered  by  us. 
The  mastheads  of  the  Hartford^  too,  were  discovered  from  our  crow's 
nest.  Comnnmioation  was  at  once  established  by  the  army  signal 
officers,  which  were  on  hoard  the  two  vessels,  and  a  party  sent  with  imiils 
and  dispatches.  No  decided  opposition  was  offered  by  the  enemy  to 
our  crossing,  except  in  the  last  instance,  when  Mr.  Swann  apd  his  men 
came  near  falling  into  their  hands,  but  received  timely  warning  by 
the  force  sent  by  the  admiral  to  cover  his  exit  from  the  swamp. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  ))eg  leave  to  request  that  Mr.  Swann  lu*  pro- 
moted to  acting  master  for  the  good  and  efficient  aid  rendered  by  nim 
in  this  difficult  and  hazardous  duty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  })e,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 
( 'aptain  aiuJ  Senior  Offii'f^r  J^rei<rnf, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  United  States  Navy,  Washhigtan,  D,  L\ 
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[Telegram.] 

Dei'autment  of  the  Gulf, 

Algiers,  April  27,  1S6S, 

1  wish  you  to  proceed  with  the  EstraUa,  ArhoiHi^  and  Sachein  up 
the  Atchafalaya  Kiver  and  join  the  admiml  at  the  entrance  of  the  Red 
River.  1  wisn  vou  also  to  take  on  board  the  boats  between  200  and 
300  tons  of  hard  coal  for  the  admiral.  Infoim  me  by  telegraph  if  you 
can  accomplish  this.     If  so,  I  will  send  over  the  coal. 

H.  W.  Morris, 
C  ^oinmodi/re  and  Senior  Ojficer. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke. 


[Telegmni.] 

Department  of  the  Gulf, 
Nein  Orleans,  April  28,  186S. 

Sir:  I  am  ordered  by  the  coumianding  general  to  send  you  the  fol- 
lowing communication  from  Admiral  Farragut: 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartpord, 
Above  Port  Hmhon^  April  iif4. 

General  Bankm:  I  am  glacl  to  hear  of  your  Buccess.  I  can  hear  nothing  from  ( t  rant 
until  the  five  gunlxwits  from  Vicksburg  arrive.  Till  then  I  have  none  that  can  pasH 
Fort  De  Rusey  at  Gordon's  Landing.  Port  Hudson  is  on  half  rations.  Soldiers  dis- 
contented. The  enem3r'  has  sent  to  Arkansas  for  troops  for  Taylor.  There  is  nothing 
to  impede  communication  with  me  in  the  Atchafalaya. 

D.  G.  FARRA(iUT, 

Rear- Admiral, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  T.  Dunham, 
Captaiji  and  Assistant  Adjviant- General, 
Captain  C<X)ke, 

Flagship  Estrella, 


[Telegram.] 

Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans,  April  28,  186S, 

The  Sachem  is  here  waiting  for  a  pilot  to  come  around  from  Berwick 
Bay  to  take  her  in  there.  He  was  telegraphed  for  yesterday  by  Cap- 
tain Crocker.  1  will  send  also  the  Neliance,  if  possible,  with  tne 
Sachem.  Am  1  to  understand  that  you  can  take  150  tons  of  coal  for 
the  admiral  besides  that  which  you  will  re(]|uire  for  your  own  vessels  if 
If  you  think  that  the  Calhoun  can  ^o  up  with  you,  take  her.  I  pre- 
sume she  can  not  go. 

Henry  W.  Morris, 
Cmamodore  and  Senior  Officer, 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  1*.  Cooke. 


Order  of  Xaar-Admiral  Farra^t,  IT.  8.  Havy,  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  EUet,  IT.  8.  Army, 
oonunanding  IT.  8.  ram  8witaerland,  for  a  reeonnoisianoe  in  Red  River. 

Head  of  Old  River,  Ajyril  20,  [18G3\, 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  up  Red  River  to  the  mouth  of  the  Black  and 
make  enquiry  as  to  the  state  of  affairs  above,  and  if  all  is  well  go  up 
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to  Fort  De  Russy .    If  that  fort  is  al>andoned,  land  and  destroy  the  case 
mates;  take  the  iron  on  board,  as  well  as  any  guns  that  may  be  left 
there^  and  throw  the  remaining  articles  in  the  river. 

If  you  bear  of  the  enemy's  gunboats  being  below  Alexandria,  do  not 
go  above  Fort  De  Kussy,  but  return  to  this  place  and  report;  but  if 
you  hear  that  the  boats  nave  all  gone  above  the  falls  and  tbat  General 
Banks  is  in  Alexandria,  then  go  ahead  to  Alexandria  and  communi- 
cate with  him. 

Send  me  a  skiff  from  the  mouth  of  Black  River  with  a  note  report- 
ing progress,  and  also  one  from  Fort  De  Russy  if  you  go  beyond  that 
point. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[D.  G.  Fakragut,] 

Rea/r- Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Ellet, 

Catnmajidlng  U.  S.  Ram  Stmtzerlnnd, 

P.  S. — Keep  in  sight  of  each  other,  so  as  to  render  assistance  if 
necessarv. 


Xaport  of  Ki^or-Oeneral  Banki,  IT.  8.  Havy,  regarding  opening  of  eommnnioation  finr 

■appUei. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Brashear  City^  April  SO^  1863 — 6  a,  m. 

Dear  Sib:  1  modify  my  dispatch  sent  to  the  admiral  so  far  as  to 
recommend  the  union  of  our  forces  on  the  Bayou  Sara.  My  fear  was 
that  our  supplies  could  not  be  made  secure,  but  upon  further  reflec- 
tion 1  am  satisfied  that  with  the  force  vou  propose  to  send  and  my  own 
we  can  march  directly  to  the  rear  of  fort  Hudson  and  thus  open  com- 
munication by  the  way  of  Baton  Rouge  for  all  supplies.  In  this 
view  the  Bavou  Sara  route  is  the  most  feasible.  We  are  anxious  to 
hear  from  you.  There  is  no  news  here. 
Verv'  truly,  yours, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Majm'-  (ren  eral^  Com  m  a7i  dinif, 
Major-Cieneral  (trant. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragnt,  TJ.  8.  Havy,  to  Lientenant-Colonel  EUett  XT.  8.  Army,  to 

eommnnicato  with  the  naval  force  at  Grand  Gnlf. 

Off  Red  River,  May  i,  [1863]. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  ram  Switzerland^  under  your  com- 
mand, to  Gitind  (julf.  Miss.,  and  if  possible  you  will  communicate  with 
the  United  States  naval  forces  at  that  place  and  deliver  to  the  com- 
manding oflScer  my  dispatches.  You  will  also  give  him  such  informa- 
tion as  you  possess  or  may  obtain  on  your  way  up. 

Do  not  attempt  to  pass  the  batteries  at  Grand  Gulf,  but  communi- 
cate across  the  point  if  the  enemy  have  no  forces  on  the  Ix>uisiana 
shore. 

You  will  return  to  me  with  your  reply  or  the  result  of  your  trip  and 
on  your  way  down  destroy  all  the  flatboats,  particularly  at  Natehez 
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If  you  do  not  find  us  off  this  place  3^011  will  know  that  we  are  down  the 
river  and  you  will  continue  down  to  join  us. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[D.  (t.  FarragutJ 

Rear-Aihnind, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ellet, 

Cotii7namlin<f  IL  S,  Ram  Sv^Hzerlnvd, 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragnt,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Sear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  & 

Navy,  regarding  operations  in  west  Lonisiana. 

U.  S.  Fla(J8hip  Hartford, 
Off  Mouth  of  Red  River,  May  1,  186S. 

Dear  Admiral:  I  am  still  here  blockading  this  river  and  doing  all 
in  my  limited  power  to  cut  off  the  enem> 's  supplies.  1  go  down  to  the 
mouth  of  Old  Kiver,  just  al)ove  Port  Hudson,  once  a  week  to  conmiuni- 
cate  with  the  fleet  below.  General  Banks  has  made  a  raid  into  the 
Opelousas  country,  defeated  Taylor,  captured  some  2,000  prisoners 
and  some  of  their  best  officers;  has  pushed  on  to  Opelousas,  and  when 
last  heard  from  was  within  30  miles  of  Alexandria,  with  the  enemy 
flying  before  him  and  the  whole  country  panic  stricken. 

The  enemy  have  deserted  the  Atchaialaya  and  removed  their  guns 
from  Fort  De  Russv,  on  the  Red  River;  the^^  have  all  gone  up  to 
Alexandria,  where  they  w  ill  make  their  stand.  They  are  looking  for 
Kirb}^  Smith  with  reinforcements  from  the  Washita  [OuachitjiJ,  and  if 
1  had  two,  or  even  one,  of  your  ironclads,  I  would  now  be  at  Alex- 
andria to  meet  Banks,  and  coiild  easilvcutoff  the  fleet  of  Kirbv  Smith 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Black  River. 

Do  send  me  one  or  two  of  your  ironclads  for  this  service;  it  will 
only  last  a  few  days,  and  you  certainly  can  not  operate,  anywhere  else 
to  so  great  advantege  for  our  countr3\ 

If  you  do  not  send  me  a  force  of  at  least  two  boats,  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  relinquish  my  blockade  and  go  down  the  river,  as  my  fuel  will  h^ 
nearly  expended.  I  now  prevent  the  enemy  from  sending  forces  from 
Port  Hudson  to  Taylor,  and  with  one  or  two  ironclads  could  capture 
Kirby  Smith's  whole  fleet  at  the  mouth  of  Black  River. 

I  hear  through  rebel  sources  that  our  cavalry  have  made  a  raid  on 
Jackson  railroad  and  torn  up  a  considerable  portion  of  it,  and  that 
they  have  even  penetrated  to  Jackson.  No  doubt  that  the  enemy  has 
sent  every  man  tney  could  spare  to  Johnston  in  anticipation  of  his  fight 
with  Rosecrans,  and  1  do  not  believe  there  are  20,000  tioops  Ml  in 
Vicksburg  nor  over  10,000  at  Port  Hudson.  Now  is  the  time  to  attack. 
Do  send  the  gunboats. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  or 
Commanding  Naval  Officer, 

Orand  Gulf, 

« 

P.  S. — I  send  this  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  EUet,  of  the  Sn^tzerlaiuL 
who  is  a  very  eflicient  and  a<*tive  officer,  rea<ly  and  willing  to  do  any- 
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thing  in  his  power.     He  will  return  with  your  answer  to  me,  and  \\  hen 
I  go  down  tne  river  I  shall  have  to  send  him  up  to  you,  as  he  prefers 
that  to  going  to  New  Orleans. 
Yours,  truly, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Re^iV'j  1  (ImiraL 

I  am  informed  by  a  refugee  carpenter  1  have  on  l)oard  that  the 
rebels  are  building  an  ironclad  ram  at  Shreveport  with  a  steel  prow, 
as  they  say,  in  the  shape  of  a  V,  lying  horizontallv.  It  is  for  this  ves- 
sel they  intend  the  two  guns  (IX  and  XI  inch)  which  they  saved  from 
the  hmianohi.  These  guns  are  now  at  Alexandria  awaiting  the  ram. 
They  do  not  appear  to  think  she  will  be  finished  this  high  water. 

D.  G.  F. 


Letter  from  Bear-Admirftl  Farragnt,  IT.  8.  ITavy,  to  Major-Oenerftl  Grant,  U.  8.  Army, 
regarding  naval  and  miUtary  operationi  in  west  Lonisiana, 

Off  Red  River,  May  1,  [1868]. 

Dear  General:  I  herewith  enclose  to  you  a  communication  brought 
from  General  Banks  by  my  secretary,  who  went  down  past  Port  Hud- 
son in  a  skiff,  carrying  my  dispatches  to  Geneml  Banks  and  the  fleet 
below.  Its  soiled  condition  is  owing  to  the  seci'etary  being  compelled 
to  carry  it  in  his  mouth  when  pursued  by  the  enemy's  pickets  on  his 
return  to  the  ship  across  the  peninsula. 

General  Banks  has  defeated  General  Taylor  at  Patterson ville,  on 
the  Teche,  capturing  2,000  prisoners.  Our  gunboats  captured  the 
Queen  of  the  llV^/,  ulana^  and  one  other;  the  Queen  was  burned,  but 
we  got  ner  guns.  The  enemy  was  flyin^j  before  General  Banks,  who, 
when  last  heard  from,  was  at  Holmesville,  within  80  miles  of  Alex- 
andria. Kirby  Smith  has  gone  up  to  Arkansas  for  reinforcements 
for  Taylor,  and  if  I  had  one  or  two  of  Admiral  Porter's  vessels  to 
send  up  to  the  mouth  of  Black  iiiver  1  could  capture  Kirl>v  Smith's 
whole  fleet;  by  remaining  here  I  prevent  I  hem  from  sending  rein- 
forcements from  Port  Hudson  to  Alexandria.  (leneral  Banks,  learn- 
ing that  the  gunboats  of  Admiral  Porter  liad  passed  Vicksburg,  cal- 
culated on  my  being  able  to  meet  liim  at  Alexandria,  and  so  I  will  if 
the  boats  come  down  to  me.  I  have  written  a  most  imploring  appeal 
to  the  admiral  for  th(»m;  otherwise,  my  time  and  fuel  being  nearly 
expended,  I  shall  soon  have  to  abandon  my  post  and  return  to  New 
Orleans. 

The  enemy  have  sent  every  man  that  the}'  can  spare  to  Johnston  in 
anticipation  of  the  coming  battle  between  him  and  Uosecrans. 

If  I  had  obtained  the  two  ironclads  I  asked  for  I  would  have  been, 
I  think,  this  day  with  General  Banks  in  Alexandria.  How  it  will  be 
now  I  can  not  sav. 

The  enemy  has  removed  the  guns  of  the  IndhinaUi  from  Fort  I)e 
Russy,  on  Red  River  (where  the  Qtmn  of  the  IfW  was  captured  by 
us),  to  Alexandria  to  defend  that  city.  There  are  no  guns  between  this 
and  Alexandria,  but  this  ship  draws  too  much  water,  and  the  two 
small  l)oats  would  be  captured  by  the  enemy's  fl(»et  of  gunboats  and 
transports  by  boarding.  1  can  get  no  news  from  (icneral  Banks  sinc4^ 
Monaay  last. 
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\Vi7  learu  through  rebel  ttuurces  that  ^mui'  i-avali '^'  has  made  a  most  1 
successfiil  raid  on  the>1ack^on  mJIroiwI.     1  wincerely  bojie  it  is  true.  J 
Very  truly  and  respectfiillv, 

[D.  G.  Fabbagut,] 

Jiea/'-Admiral. 
Major-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commandinff  Department  ofthr  TeiiiiKHset'. 


Flagship  Hartfoku, 
Off  Rfd  River,  May  7,  18G3. 

Dear  Genekal:  Two  hours  Iwfore  the  arrival  of  the  Arizona  I  sent 
the  Switzerland  up  to  Grand  tJulf  to  communicate  with  General  Grant 
and  Admiral  Port«r.  They  are  very  busy  at  work  on  Vicksburg.  He 
has  sent  1,5011  cavalry  to  break  up  the  railroad  leading  to  Jackson, 
1  heard  of  the  gunboats  at  Grand  Gulf,  and  so  sent  to  beg  for  two 
ironclads  to  cooperate  M-ith  you,  and  hope  to  have  them;  but  if  my 
gunboats  come  up  1  will  be  with  you  at  Alexandria.  They  have 
aeaerted  Fort  De  Russy  and  taken  the  guns  to  Alexandria,  and  siay 
they  will  make  their  stand  there.  The  guns  are  all  removed  from 
Fort  Dc  Kussy.  We  saw  a  man  who  saw  the  guns  on  the  boat  taking 
them  up,  but  there  is  a  general  stampede  and  we  ought  to  press  on. 
I  will  seud  the  gunboats  to  the  mouth  of  Black  River,  where  Kirby 
Smith  \n  said  to  be  gone  up  to  Arkansas  for  reinforcements,  and  we 
can  capture  them  if  we  get  tnere  in  time.  You  say  truly,  general,  that 
everytJiing  is  dependent  upon  time;  that  is,  celentv  of  movement  will 
keep  up  the  panic,  although  1  Iwlieve  that  General  Grant  is  ulmut  to 
attack  the  city  of  Vickshurg.  Still  I  hope  to  get  one  or  two  ironclads. 
Alexandria  is  their  great  machine  shop;  break  them  up^  and  they  are 
more  injured  than  in  any  other  way.  If  they  have  time  the  W/Hh 
and  other  steamers  will  get  above  the  falls.  I  was  going  down  to  com- 
municate with  Alden  to-morrow,  but  will  wait  for  the  gunlioats  to 
know  that  they  are  going  up  to  Black  River. 

Wishing  you  every  suiwess,  I  i-emain.  very  truJy,  yours. 
D.  G.  Farkagut, 

limr-Admirol. 

Major-General  Banks. 

Report  of  B«>r-AdmlrBl    Farrngnt 

No.  si. J  Flagship  Hartford, 

Off  thf  Mouth  of  AW  Himr,  May  ^,  lfi03. 
Sir:  Since  my  liistdispat<-h  1  have  t>een  maintaining  the  blockade  of 
Red  River  and  doing  theencniy  between  this  place  ana  Port  Hudson  all 
the  injury  in  my  power.  I  have  on  two  occasion.-"  caught  their  stores  in 
trauRitu,  and  destroyed  a  large  quantity  of  corn  meal,  potatoes,  sugar, 
and  molasses  at  Bayou  Sara;  I  have  also  destroyed  their  Batlmats  ana 
taken  their  other  boats  wherever  encountered.  The  ram  Siiyitzerland, 
on  her  last  trip  down,  captured  two  fine  metallic  lifeboats,  which  we 
neftded  very  much,  as  thi.-j  ship's  boats  are  nearly  all  destroyed. 


I 
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I  have  not  returned  to  New  Orleans  from  the  belief  that  we  arc 
doing  the  enemy  most  harm  at  this  juncture  where  we  are — 

Ist.  By  cutting  off  his  supplies  to  Port  Hudson  from  the  west  bank 
of  the  Imssissippi. 

2d.  By  preventing  him  from  sending  reinforcements  from  Port 
Hudson* to  the  rebel  General  Taylor,  whom  General  Banks  is  now 
pursuing  toward  Alexandria. 

We  hope  also  to  prevent  Kirby  Smith  from  reinforcing  Taylor  with 
troops  which  he  (lurby  Smith)  has  gone  to  Arkansas  for.  I  have  not 
a  sumcient  force  to  stop  him  at  the  mouth  of  Black  Kiver^  and  have 
therefore  sent  to  beg  of  Admiral  Porter  that  he  will  send  me  two 
ironclads,  and  if  they  arrive  in  time  1  will  either  cut  off  Kirby  Smith 
or  cooperate  with  General  Banks  against  Alexandria.  If  my  light- 
draft  gunboats  come  up  the  Atchafalaya  1  will  try  it  with  them,  but 
their  machinery  is  so  exposed  that  they  are  a  very  poor  dependence  in 
these  narrow  rivers,  which  are  just  suited  to  the  ironclads.  If 
Admiral  Porter  had  given  me  two  of  his  vessels  I  should  have  had 
all  the  boats  in  Red  River  bv  this  time. 

Our  gunboats  captured  the  fort  at  Butte-a-la-Rose  and  the  rebels  have 
deserted  all  their  other  fortifications  on  the  Atchafalaya  River  and 
Fort  De  Russy  on  the  Red  River,  carrying  all  their  guns  to  Alexan- 
dria, where  all  their  workshops  are,  and  there  they  say  they  will  make 
a  stand,  but  the  refugees  I  have  on  board  all  say  that  the  people  of 
Alexandria  are  at  least  one-half  Union. 

I  received  last  evening  per  U.  S.  S.  Arizona^  via  the  Atchafa- 
laya River,  a  dispatc*h  from  Cireneral  Banks,  wishing  to  know  if  I  could 
cooperate  with  hmi  against  Alexandria,  to  which  I  replied  that  I  would 
do  so  to  the  extent  or  my  ability  so  soon  as  the  gunboats  arrive  from 
above  or  below. 

It  is  thought  that  General  Grant  is  about  to  attack  Vicksburg. 

Admiral  Porter's  gunboats  have  attacked  Grand  Gulf.  I  do  not 
know  why,  nor  the  result,  but  will  learn  as  soon  as  the  Sirtfzerland 
returns. 

Very  re^spectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  (f.  Fahragut, 

Rear- Ad^H  mil, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

St'creUn^y  of  the  Nnvt/^  Wdshmgtf^n^  /).  C 


Latter  ftroxn  Major-Oeneral  Banks,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Bear-Admiral  Farragnt,  TJ.  8.  Navy, 
regarding  the  importance  of  occupying  Bed  Biver  to  Alexandria. 

IIdqrs.  Department  of  the  Gulf,  19th  Army  Corps, 

(>pehm>sati^  L<i,^  Nay  S^  1H63 — 1^2  noon. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  dispatch,  with  copy  of  that  to  General  Grant,  was 
received  yesterday  at  5  p.  ni.  Captain  Dunham  left  at  1  o'clock  to 
urge  forward  the  IteUance  and  Sachem,  Commodore  Morris  promised 
me  these  boats  should  he  dispatched  immediately  to  Berwick  Bay  on 
April  28.  They  must  be  there.  If  so,  they  will  join  vou  to-morrow; 
if  not.  Captain  l)unham  will  find  them  and  push  them  forward.  Com- 
modore Aiorris  promised  me  to  send  you  a  coal  transport  at  once.  It 
is  of  vital  importance  that  we  occupy-  the  Ked  River  exclusively  to 
Alexandria.  Tour  boats  and  those  at  Gi'and  Gulf  will  accomplish  it 
F)eyond  possibility  of   failure.     I  pi*ay  God  they  will  send  them  to 
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you.  1  can  not  hold  this  country  alone.  Appeal  to  the  boats  at  (irand 
Gulf  again  to  assist  us.  Jf  wc  hold  the  country  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, as  we  now  can,  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  must  fall.  We 
want  but  the  corps  that  General  Grant  promised  to  coopemte  with  us 
to  do  this  effectually. 

Butte-a-la-Rose  was  captured  on  April  20.  Communication  with 
you  was  not  opened  till  May  "2,  There  has  been  criminal  delay  in  this. 
1  spent  twenty-four  hours  on  the  Atchafalaya  myself  to  effect  it  at 
last. 

1  sliall  move  a  portion  of  mv  corps  to  Alexandria  to-morrow  (Mon- 
day) to  ascertain  the  force  and  prospects  of  the  enemy,  following  up 
with  my  whole  force,  ready  to  cooperate  with  you  if  you  ascend  the 
Red  Kiver,  keeping  in  communication  with  you  by  the  Atchafalaya 
and  Opelousas.  Send  me  report  of  what  you  can  or  hope  to  do  by  the 
Cornie^  that  takes  this  dispatch.  It  is  not  necessary  for  Kirby  Smith 
to  come  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  Black  River.  He  can  cross  from 
the  Washita  [Ouachita]  by  a  road  from  Monroe,  another  at  Copen- 
hagen, another  at  Harrisonburg. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major-  fwtm.eral^  ('Omwayidiiuj, 

Admiral  Farraglt. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Farragnt,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Lientenant-Commander  Hart,  TJ.  8.  Havy, 
eommanding  IT.  8.  8.  Albatrosi,  to  eondnct  a  reco'nnoisianee  to  Fort  De  Bnsiy,  Bed  Biver. 

Off  Red  River,  May  S,  [1863], 

Sib:  You  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Albatrons^  accompanied  by 
the  Estrella  and  the  Arizona^  up  Red  River  on  a  reconnoissance.  At 
the  mouth  of  Black  River  you  will  make  diligent  enquiry  as  to  whether 
any  steamers  have  passed  down  the  Black  and  up  the  Red  River  during 
the  last  week  carrying  troops.  Then  proceed  up  to  Fort  De  Russy 
and  ascertain,  as  well  by  observation  as  by  enquiry  along  the  river, 
if  it  has  been  abandoned;  if  so,  you  will  carry  out  so  much  of  my 
order  to  you  of  April  21>  as  relates  to  the  disposition  of  the  casemates 
and  articles  found  there,  provided  this  will  not  occup}^  too  much  time. 

1  am  told  that  you  can  shell  the  fort  from  a  point  below  without 
risk  to  your  vessels.  Jf  so,  throw  in  a  few  shells  to  satisfy  yourself 
that  it  is  abandoned,  after  which  you  will  return  and  report  to  me  the 
result  of  your  observations  and  information. 

I  wish  you  to  use  every  precaution  against  sharpshooters  and  sur- 
prisso,  and  if  attacked  by  a  superior  force  of  boats,  fall  back  upon  this 
ship. 

On  your  way,  if  vou  see  any  wood  which  you  re<|uire,  inform  the 
people  that  we  will  pay  them  $1^  per  cord  for  it,  and  give  them 
a  receipt  for  what  you  take,  but  I  understand  that  all  the  wood 
between  the  mouth  of  Black  River  and  Fort  De  Russy  has  been  seized 
for  the  use  of  the  Confederate  Government,  in  which  event  you  will 
take  what  you  require  without  paying  for  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

I).  G.  Farra<;itt 

\Rear-A(fnuraT\, 

Lieutenant-Commander  John  E.  Hart, 

Commanding  V.  S.  S,  A/hafross, 


WEST   GULB^    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON.  75 

Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Farragnt,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lientenant-Commander  Cooke,  U.  8.  Navy, 
commanding  TJ.  S.  8.  Estrella,  to  proceed  on  reeonnoitering  expedition  in  Bed  Biver. 

Off  Red  Rivek,  May  3,  \18e3\. 

Sik:  You  will  proceed,  in  company  with  the  Ariza/ui  and  Albatross. 
up  Red  River  on  a  rcconnoissance,  to  ascertain  if  troops  havepassed 
down  the  Black  and  up  the  Red  River  to  reinforce  General  Taylor, 
and  thence  to  Fort  De  Russy,  to  see  if  that  fort  is  abandoned.  The 
ordei's  are  given  in  full  to  the  senior  officer,  Lieutenant-Commander 
Hart,  but  1  wish  you  all  to  consult  together  and  act  with  a  view  to 
carry  out  my  instructions  to  the  best  advantage,  and  then  return  to  me. 
Very  respectfuliv,  your  ob(»dieut  servant, 

[D.  (t.  FarragutJ, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Lieutenant-( 'Onunander  A.  P.  Cooke, 

Cormnandivg  U,  S.  S,  Estrell<t, 


Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Kigor-Oeneral  Banks,  U.  8.  Army, 
regarding  departure  of  naval  force  for  cooperative  movement  npon  Alexandria. 

Off  Red  Rivek,  May  4,  {1863]. 

Dear  General:  The  ram  Switzirlnnd  returned  last  night,  ac/com- 
panied  by  Admiral  Porter  and  four  ironclads,  and  he  will  oe  at  Alex- 
andria before  you  C4in  possibly  get  there.  He  took  Grand  Gulf  after 
a  hard  tight  or  five  hours;  found  there  heavy  preparations  for  forti- 
fying that  place.  1  trust  you  will  be  able  to  reach  Alexandria  as 
nearly  as  possible  at  the  same  time  with  Porter. 

I  send  you  the  dispaUihes  of  General  Grant. 

As  soon  as  Alexandria  falls  1  wish  to  be  at  work  below  Port  Hud- 
son. Porter  above,  and  my  fleet  below,  and  a  moderate  army  force 
in  the  rear,  and  Port  Hudson  must  fall.  1  do  not  think  there  are 
V1M)<)  men  there;  they  sent  5,000  to  Grand  Gulf. 

We  captured  4nO  soI(li(M\s  at  Gnind  Gulf. 

1  am  told  that  the  ironclads  are  on  their  way  down  to  me,  and  it  will 
re.^t  with  me  to  decide  whether  I  shall  attiick  Port  Hudson  or  Mobile 
first.  I  will  consult  with  you  when  I  go  down.  I  have  been  waiting 
for  I  he  return  of  my  gunboats  which  I  sent  up  to  Fort  De  Russy,  so  as 
to  give  you  correct  information  on  the  subject  of  their  defenses,  and 
also  in  relation  to  Kirby  Smith's  troops  from  Arkansas.  Porter  does 
not  believe  he  will  get  them. 

Later:  While  writing  the  above  your  aid-de-camp.  Lieutenant  Sar- 
gent, arriv(Kl  with  a  dispatch  for  (leneral  Gnint  and  one  for  myself. 

1  shall  not  need  the  Surltnn  or  (alhfnm  up  here,  now  that  Admiral 
Porter  takes  the  expedition  in  charge,  and  he  will  also  take  charge  of 
the  river  between  Port  Hudson  and  Vicksburg,  while  I  shall  proceed 
down  the  river  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  admit  and  look  to  my 
squadron  below,  which  I  have  so  long  neglected;  but  I  think  it  will  be 
to  the  advantage  of  the  country  in  the  general  result. 

As  Admiral  Porter  has  concluded  to  go  up  this  evening,  1  shall  not 
detain  your  aid  any  longer  to  await  the  result  of  my  rcconnoissance, 
but  will  dispatch  him  at  once. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly, 

fD.  G.  Farragut], 

lieiiV'Adnnrah 

Major-General  N.  P.  Hanks, 

Voiii)n((ndi)Hj  Drpariwent  of  the  Gulf. 
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[8i^iml8.] 

U.  S.  8.  Hartford, 
Opposite  numth  trf  Red  River^  May  J^ — 1  a,  m. 

My  compliinont^. 

Farragut, 

Admiral, 
Porter, 

Admiral,,  Ironclad  Benton, 


I  will  be  on  board  immediately. 

Porter. 


Near  Port  Hudson,  May  5 — 12:30  p,  m. 

Did  Swann  get  over  safely?  I  am  in  communication  with  Banks 
and  Grant.  Porter  arrived  Sunday  ni^ht  with  four  ironclads,  and  is 
now  up  Red  River. 

Farragut, 

Admiral. 
Captain  Alden. 


Swann  is  here.  Large  lot  of  corn  at  lower  mouth  of  False  River. 
Two  regiments  of  Illinois  cavalry,  from  Tennessee,  reached  Baton  Rouge 
on  the  2d;  left  the  27th.  They  came  down  the  Jackson  and  New 
Orleans  liailroad,  destroying  much  of  it;  all  the  bridges,  cars,  and 
locomotives.  Heard  heavy  tiring  on  the  29th  at  Grand  Gulf.  Ijost 
1  man  killed,  5  wounded.     Now  is  the  time  to  take  Port  Hudson. 

A. 


May  5. 

I  hope  to  be  at  New  Orleans  the  last  of  the  week.  Order  up  the 
mortar  boats,  the  Enaex,,  and  the  (rtiu'Ste,  Shell  Port  Hudson  every 
night  at  a  different  hour  for  an  hour  or  two  until  the  Hartford  passes 
down. 

Fakragitt. 

Captain  Alden. 


We  will  not  eomniunicAte  across  the  point.     Too  much  risk. 

Farragut. 


May  0—6:30  a.  m. 

Can  not  say  when  the  Hartford  will  return,  but  not  until  to  iwss 
below  Port  Hudson. 

Farragut. 

Captain  Alden. 
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Initnietioiii  from  B«ar-Admirml  Farragat,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  B.  Kavy, 

before  the  departure  of  the  former  for  New  Orleans. 

Off  Mouth  of  Red  River,  May  6*,  \1863\. 

Commodore:  My  presence  being  recjuired  at  New  Orleans,  I  shall 
leave  you  in  command  of  the  blockade  of  the  Mississippi  between  Red 
River  and  Port  Hudson  until  after  the  attack  shall  have  been  made 
a^inst  Alexandria  by  Acting  Re^ir-Admii-al  Porter  in  conjunctioD 
with  General  Banks. 

It  is  reported  that  the  presence  of  our  vessels  in  this  vicinity  has 
straitened  the  troops  at  Port  Hudson,  as  well  as  the  inhabitants.  You 
will  therefore  rather  tighten  than  n^ax  the  blockade,  for  which  pur- 
pose I  will  leave  you  the  Arlzima  and  K^trdla^  that  you  mav  keep  one 
of  your  three  gunboats  constantly  between  Bayou  Sara  and  IPort  Hud- 
son, making  a  trip  in  exchange  every  few  days  to  report  to  you. 

As  soon  as  Alexandria  is  reduced,  or  abandoned  by  our  forces,  Act- 
ing Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter  will  hav^e  at  his  command  ample  force 
to  assume  the  control  of  the  river  to  Port  Hudson,  and  you  will  be  at 
liberty  to  use  your  own  judgment  in  running  the  batteries  (if  they  are 
not  by  that  time  abandonea  b}^  the  enemy)  and  rejoining  me  at  New 
Orleans.  Should  you,  in  the  meantin)e,  require  coal,  I  think  Acting 
Rear- Admiral  Porter  will  have  it  sent  for,  as  he  will  doubtless  require 
some  for  his  own  fleet.  The  ram  SwUzerl'and  would  be  a  valuable 
addition  to  your  force,  and  I  will  ask  Admii*al  Porter  to  peimit  you  to 
retain  her  if  he  can  spare  her. 

Captain  Alden  has  been  directed  to  render  you  all  the  assistance  in 
his  power  or  that  you  direct. 

I  shall  communicate  with  you  from  New  Orleans  and  see  that  your 
wants  are  cared  for. 

When  the  control  of  the  river,  as  anticipated  by  the  Department,  is 
assumed  by  Admiral  Porter,  you  will  send  the  EntreUa  and  Arizona 
down  the  Atchafala^^a,  the  latter  to  the  mouth  of  the  Courtableau  and 
the  former  to  Berwick  Bay,  directing  Lioutenant-Commander  Cooke 
to  report  to  nie  in  person  in  New  Orleans. 

Wishing  you  a  sweet  and  pleasant  time,  I  remain. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

|D.  (r.  FakraoutJ, 

Rear- Admiral, 

Commodore  J  as.  S.  Palmkk. 

Coiainandi)i{i  IJ.  S,  Fhujs/tijf  J/ortfonL 


Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Farragnt,  XT.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  XT.  8. 
Kavy,  announcing  his  intended  withdrawal  to  New  Orleans. 

Off  Rkd  River,  May  6',  [1S63\, 

Ueak  Admiral:  Feeling  that  1  have  completed  my  mission  of  block- 
ading the  Red  River  until  you  should  be  able  to  reach  it  with  your 
forces,  and  finding  that  my  He(»t  has  been  suffering  for  want  of  my 

gresence,  I  have  determined  to  return  to  New  Orleans.  1  shall  leave 
ommodore  Palmer  to  maintain  the  blockade  until  such  time  as  you 
shall  have  reduced  Alexandria.  I  am  told  })v  the  best  authoritv  that 
we  are  pinching  them  so  tightly  that  they  talk  of  abandoning  Port 
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Hudson,  and,  in  fact,  they  have  very  few  troops  there  now  (ho  they 
report).  1  wish,  therefore,  that  you  would  let  Commodore  Palmer 
have  EHtrelhif,  Arizona^  and  Switzerland  to  keep  up  the  blockade 
between  the  mouth  of  this  river  and  Port  Hudson  as  strin|rently  a,s 
possible. 

I  destroved  yesterda}^  339  barrels  of  sugar  and  molasses  and  captured 
one  of  their  flatboats  with  2  hogsheads  of  sugar,  which  we  took  for  th(> 
ship's  company.  We  destroy  everything  that  we  find  in  the  shape  of 
boats.  They  have  only  a  few  left,  one  or  two,  which  are  secreted  in 
Bayou  Sara. 

The  cavalrv  which  made  the  recent  brilliant  raid  arrived  in  Baton 
Rouge  on  the  2d,  with  the  loss  of  but  1  man  killed  and  5  wounded, 
after  having  cut  nearly  all  the  railroads  and  destroyed  an  immense 
amount  of  Confederate  property  and  stores.  The  rebel  papers  say 
that  it  exceeds  in  dash  and  daring  any  exploit  that  has  been  performed 
during  the  war  by  either  side. 

Wisning  you  every  success  in  the  capture  of  Alexandria,  and  in  our 
glorious  cause,  I  remain, 

Very  trul}^  your  friend, 

[D.  (t.  Fakkagut], 

Rear'AdiniraL 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Portek, 

Conimanding  Mimis^ip^iH  Sqacuiroiu  l^luf/slilj)  Betiion, 


B«port  of  Bear-Admiral  Farragat,  U.  8.  Kavy,  transmitting  report  regarding  a  naval 

reconnoiisance  in  Bed  Biver. 

No.  88.]  Flagship  Hartfokd, 

Above  Port  Uudmn ,  May  0\  186S. 

Sib:  Since  my  last  dispatch,  Acting  Kear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 
having  finished  his  work  at  Grand  Gulf,  determined  to  come  down  in 

Jerson  and  cooperate  with  General  Banks  in  the  reduction  of  Alexan- 
ria.     He  arrived  off  Red  River  about  1  a.  m.  yesterday  morning. 

1  have  sent  up  Red  River  the  three  small  gunboats,  Alhafrox^^, 
Estrdla^  and  Arizona,  to  make  a  reconnoissance  and  ascertain  the 
true  state  of  Fort  De  Russy,  and  also  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  whether 
any  reinforcements  had  been  sent  down  to  the  rebel  Geneml  Taylor 
from  Arkansas. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Alhatross  at  Fort  De  Russy,  two  steamers,  the 
Grand  Duke  and  M<try  T^  were  found  to  be  there  prepared  as  gun- 
boats, and  were  apparently  removing  the  guns  from  the  fort.  The 
steamers  opened  fire  upon  the  Albatross,  AH  the  further  particulars 
of  the  reconnoissance  will  be  found  in  the  rejmrt  (A)  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Hart. 

The  Alhatross  lost  2  killed  and  4  wounded.  One  of  the  former,  I 
regret  to  say,  was  Mr.  I.  B.  Hamilton,  a  Red  Riv  er  pilot,  sent  from 
this  ship;  he  was  a  young  man  who  had  just  received  nis  l/ranch,  and 
leaves  sisters  and  a  widowed  mother  in  New  Orleans,  who  were 
entirely  dependent  upon  him  for  their  support.  He  had  a  l)rother  in 
General  Grant's  army,  from  whom  no  intelligence  has  biMMi  received 
for  some  months. 

Mr.  A.  D.  Merritt,  pilot  of  the  Albatross^  was  wounded  \)\  tlie  siime 
shot  which  killed  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  although  both  of  his  hands  were 
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wounded,  he,  with  cotiiniendable  zeal  and  patriotism,  offered  hia 
services  to  Adniiml  Porter,  who  took  him  up  with  his  squadron. 
I  herewith  enclose  the  fleet  surgeon's  report  of  casualties  (B). 

Feeling  now  that  my  instructions  of  October  2,  1862,  have  been 
carried  out  ])y  my  maintenance  of  the  blockade  of  Red  River  until  the 
arrival  of  Admiml  Porter,  and  learning  both  from  the  Department 
and  from  the  newspapers  that  the  ironcfiids  are  on  their  way  down  to 
me,  I  shall  return  to  New  Orleans  as  soon  as  prai'ticable,  leaving  the 
Uartf&rd  2LX\A  Alhatrosn  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River  to  await  the  result 
of  the  combined  attack  uix)n  Alexandria,  but  with  orders  to  Commodore 
Palmer  to  avail  himself  of  the  first  good  opportunity  to  run  down 
past  Port  Hudson. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv^ant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- A  diniraL 
Hon.  (iiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  ofth<i  Navy^  Wcufhinr/tov. 

[EiieloHures.J 

U.  S.  S.  Albatross, 
Of  Mouth  of  Red  River,  May  6',  1863. 

Sir:  Your  orders  of  May  3,  directing  me  to  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S. 
AlbatroHH  under  my  command,  accompanied  by  the  C  S.  steamers 
Estrellay  Lieu  tenant -Commander  A.  P.  Cooke,  and  the  Arizona,  com- 
manded by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Daniel  P.  Upton,  to  make  a 
reconnoissaucc  up  the  Red  River,  there  to  ascertain  about  the  passage 
of  transport  steamers  that  pOvMsibly  may  have  passed  out  of  Black  River 
to  reinforce  the  rebels  on  Red  River  within  the  last  week,  then  by 
observation,  as  well  as  by  emjuiry,  ascertain  if  Fort  De  Russy  was 
occupied  or  al>andoned,  and  then  to  return  and  report  to  you  the  result 
of  mv  observations,  were  received.  As  near  as  circumstances  would 
permit  I  have  carried  out  your  instructions,  and  I  very  respectfully 
submit  the  following  report: 

At  9:45  a.  m.  (May  8)  th(».  Alhatn^sH  left  her  moorings  from  along- 
side the  Mississippi  River  bank  and  entered  the  Red  River,  followed 
by  the  steamers  Ei^tnlld  and  Ariztma. 

After  proceeding  a  short  distance  it  was  ascertained  that  the  ordi- 
nary speed  of  the  J//m//vav.v  and  Arhouo  much  exceeded  that  of  the 
EatrcUa^  and  that  the  three  vessels  would  necessarily  occupy  a  greater 
length  of  time  in  accomplishing  the  duty  required  than  was  at  first 
supposed. 

At  midday  captured  a  skitl'  containing  a  negro  and  three  white  men 
who  were  endeavoring  to  cross  the  river;  their  names  were  William 
S.  Mills,  ferry  master;  James  M.  Hunch,  a  Confederate  soldier;  and 
James  A.  Kayes,  a  farmer.     I  detained  them  as  prisoners. 

When  we  reached  the  neighborhood  of  the  mouth  of  Black  River  I 
sent  my  lK>ats  with  officers  to  visit  all  the  houses  there  and  to  gain 
information  with  regard  to  steamers  and  troops  from  all  who  knew 
anything  about  things.  We  learned  that  there  had  been  neither  ste^im- 
ers  nor  troops  passing  for  some  time  past. 

At  sunset  we  reached  a  point  on  the  Red  River,  which  was  about  12 
or  13  miles  below  (iordon's  Lamling,  or  Fort  De  Russy,  where  we 
secured  our  steamers  to  the  trees  on  the  banks  of  the  river. 
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Captain  Upton,  of  tbc  Arhoiia,  sent  a  l>oat  with  miifflpd  oars  to 
nearest  house  up  the  river  and  secured  two  Fremhnien.  the  onlj-  mal 
occupants.     Through  an  interpreter  the^'  freely  gave  ns  all  the  infoi*-) 
niation  thnv  were  in  possession  of,  which  was  that  Fort  De  Kiisey  wf" 
Uj  he  abamloneil,  and  its  guns  were  to  be  taken  to  Alexandria; 
tr(K>t)s  had  ^ono  up  tho  river.     Theso  men  were  detained  and  treal 
kindly  untJiwo  passed  their  houses,  and  thev  wei-e  put  on  shore. 

On  the  following  morning,  at  5  a.  m..  May  4,  the  itteumers 
underway  and  stow!  up  the  river  in  the  following  order:  Alhtitrmt^ 
3itrdlii^  Arhoiiii.  We  entered  a  jmrt  of  Red  River  that  was  exceed- 
ingly crooked,  and  instead  of  soft  mud  we  now  had  a  sandy  bottom. 
Great  t»re  was  required  in  turning  the  sharp  bends  so  as  not  to  ground 
on  low  points  antf  sand  bars.  It  was  slow  work,  and  in  consequence 
we  did  not  reach  the  first  picket  station  of  the  fort  until  nearly  7 
o'clock;  no  musket  was  lirea  by  the  guard  to  announce  our  approach; 
a  pile  of  pine  knots  waa  ready  to  lie  ignited.  A  man  came  off  and 
Aimounced  bimseJf  as  being  a  strong  Union  man  and  offered  assistance; 
we  received  him  on  board  and  we  found  him  of  some  use  to  our  pilots. 
As  we  steamed  along  the  lookout  aloft  reported  the  smoke  of  steamers; 
our  Union  man  tolaus  that  it  was  the  smoke  of  two  rebel  steamers  that 
were  cariTing  away  the  Inilijivol'i^K  Xl-iuch  gun  and  the  ironwork  of 
Fort  De  Hussy  to  Alexandria. 

We  gave  the  men  breakfast  and  then  cleared  thi;  ship  for  action, 
got  everything  in  plaie,  and  everybody  appeared  to  understand  that  a 
liard  figlit  might  possibly  be  in  store  for  t!hem,  and  it  was  indeed  satis- 
factory to  see  how  willingly  the  ofEceis  and  crew  entered  into  the 
proper  spirit.  Your  orders'  directed  me  to  throw  a  few  shell  from  a 
point  below  Fort  De  Russy,  in  order  to  isatisfv  myself  that  the  place 
was  abandoned.  It  was  unnecessary  to  do  so,  for  we  saw  by  the  -srnok^ 
of  the  stf^amei-s  that  its  immediate  neighborhood  was  ot-cupied,  and  f. 
thought  it  best  that  the  attack  on  the  steamers,  if  it  should  be  neces-. 
sary  to  make  one,  should  be  commenced  qutt«  suddenly  with  a  view  toj 
surprise  them  if  possible.  1 

At  8:^20  passed  another  picket  station  with  its  pile  of  pine  knot»j^ 
here  again  no  alarm  was  given  as  we  went  by. 

At  8:-10  saw  ahead  of  us  the  sharp  bend  in  the  river  and  an  open 
space  that  lie.s  directly  opposite  the  fort.  A  high  piece  of  woods 
screened  us  from  view,  and  all  three  vessels  steamed  along  slowly  and 
carefully. 

The  Parrott  gun  on  our  Iwws  wa*  wirefiilly  pointed,  and  throe  broad- 
side guns  were  ready  to  discharge  the  very  moment  that  we  should 
emerge  into  the  open  view  of  our  enemies.  As  we  appeared  before 
Ihem  a  glance  showed  us  the  position  of  the  river  steamers  and  the 
situation  of  everything  connected  with  the  low  fort.  Two  large  rebel 
iron  steamers,  the  Gratul  I>"kf  and  Mary  7'.,  had  their  bows  moored 
to  the  earthworks  in  such  a  way  that  their  hulls  were  below  the  top 
of  them;  both  boats  pointed  downstream,  so  as  to  head  almost  directly 
for  the  broadside  of  a  vessel  that  was  passing  the  cleared  .space  and 
until  she  turned  the  sharp  bend.  There  were  three  casemates  on  the 
))atter3',  and  alongside  of  one  of  the  steamers  was  a  flatboat  with  a  very 
large  gun,  the  Xl-inch  gun  in  all  probability  that  was  said  to  have 
l>pen  taken  from  the  ill-fated  ironclaii  Indiaiuilii;  it  was  ready  to  l>e 
lowed  away.  There  was  n  heavy  raft  of  lai'ge-sizcd  logs  stretched 
across  tho  stream  and  secured  by  chains  to  trees  on  either  bank,  and 
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ako  by  strong  moorings  to  the  bottom,  in  order  to  prevent  the  current 
from  taking  it  downstream. 

Oii  the  left  bank  of  the  river  were  30  or  40  cavalry,  with  carbines^ 
statio  ned  behind  the  levee.  With  all  this  in  plain  view  Idid  not  hesi- 
tate to  bring  the  steamer  into  action,  and  commenced  with  a  discharge 
of  five  guns — the  30-pounder  Parrott  on  the  forecastle,  three  82- 
pounder  broadside  guns,  and  the  rifled  12-pounder  Dahlgren  howitzer 
on  the  quarter.  My  starboard  side  was  presented  to  the  enemy.  The 
Confederates  returned  it  promptlj%  and  it  was  kept  up  on  both  sides 
vigorously  until  a  dense  cloud  of  smoke  gathered  between  us;  when  it 
cleared  awa}"  we  went  at  it  again.  The  enemy  had  the  most  guns  and 
sent  their  shot  and  grai)e  thick  and  fast;  another  cloud  of  smoke 
obscured  us,  and  we  took  advantage  of  the  occasion  to  turn  our  steamer 
so  as  to  present  the  port  batterv  to  the  enemj\  When  partly  turned  a 
32-pounder  ball  came  through  t&e  whcelhouse,  carrjnng  away  the  wheel, 
killing  John  AV\  Brown,  seaman,  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  a  pilot,  belonging 
to  the  flagship  Hartford,  that  was  zealously  assisting  the  pilot  of  the 
Albatro»s^  Mr.  Archibald  D.  Merritt.  Mr.  Merritt  was  thrown  some 
distance  and  had  both  his  hands  wounded  by  the  splinters  of  the  wheel; 
he  did  not  consider  himself  disabled,  and  although  urged  repeatedly 
to  report  himself  to  the  surgeon  he  continued  to  give  directions  and 
advice  until  the  action  was  ended.  As  soon  as  the  wheel  was  gone  came 
a  critical  time;  scarcely  a  moment  was  to  be  lost.  The  relieving  tac^kles 
were  manned  and  the  executive  officer,  Mr.  DuBois,  was  ready  for 
the  emergency.  There  was  no  pausing  or  wavering  on  his  part;  had 
there  been  it  might  have  resulted  in  precisely  such  a  catastrophe  as 
happened  to  the  Quren  of  the  West  at  this  same  place. 

The  current  of  the  river  and  the  eddies  were  working  at  cross  pur- 
poses, and  it  seemed  that  the  steamer  for  awhile  could  not  be  man- 
aged. Our  bows  were  aground  and  then  our  stern,  as  we  went  ahead 
or  backed,  and  it  ret]uirea  the  nicest  management  and  undivided  atten- 
tion. No  one  but  a  cool  man  could  have  been  able  to  accomplish  what 
was  desired,  and  Mr.  DuHois  did  all  that  was  required;  he  received 
prompt  attention  both  from  those  in  charge  of  the  engine  and  those  in 
charge  of  the  helm. 

The  cavalry  on  shore  was  making  efforts  to  pick  ofl*  our  men  at  the 
relieving  tackles,  and  the  solid  shot  and  grape  began  to  tell  seriousl}^ 
upon  our  hull.  We  were  hit  repeatedly,  a  second  shot  passing  under 
the  whcelhouse,  tearing  the  decks;  a  shot  passed  through  tfie  hull  near 
the  water  line;  another  parsed  clean  through  both  sides  and  just  grazed 
the  stream  drum;  anotner  one  went  through  the  smokestack.  The 
mainmast  was  cut  half  in  two  close  to  the  deck;  the  foremast  was  hit 
a>X)ut  15  feet  from  the  deck;  another  shot  cut  the  foreyard  in  two, 
which  was  lashed  to  the  rail;  th(»  same  shot  in  its  flight  tore  up  the 
deck  and  scattered  splinters  in  ever}'  direction.  We  were  hulled 
eleven  times,  and  serious  damage  was  done  to  our  riggijag  and  spans. 
We  were  forty  minutes  in  action,  fighting  at  a  distance  of  not  over  500 
yards,  and  during  that  time  we  fired  fourteen  broadsides  that  were 
well  directed,  and  while  turning  our  head  around  so  as  to  head 
downstream  we  used  our  muskets  and  rifles. 

The  Albatross  went  into  the  action  all  alone;  two  steamers  were 
before  her  guns  with  a  greater  number  of  guns  than  she  carried;  on 
the  upper  decks  of  those  steamers  were  sharpshooters,  ensconced  behind 
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Urge  wiware  timlwrs  iind  cotton  hules,  und,  in;si<lcs,  there  was  a.  for«ei 
of  cavultv  on  .sboro  that  v/Wi  constantly  lii'ing  upon  the  steamer 

I  could  not  require  my  bnive  crew  to  do  any  more  than  they  had 
done,  and  I  withdrew  from  my  precarious  position  as  delibei-ately  as 
1  ha<l  cntrred  it,  firing  aw  I  went,  having  done  all  that  lay  in  my 
power  toditiable  the  enemy;  but  they  were  behind  earthworks,  cotton, 
and  heavy  pieces  of  timber,  and  I  wa8  in  a  thin,  frail  steamer,  whose.' 
NideH  a  Mini6  ball  could  easily  penetrate. 

I  might  have  been  greatly  assisted  liy  the  captains  of  the  Entrdla.  and 
the  Amnna  if  they  had  obeyed  my  orders  and  had  come  to  my  assistance. 

I  was  near  enough  to  be  heard,  and  I  ordered  them  to  come  to  me, 
and,  fearing  that  ray  voice  was  not  sufficiently  strong.  I  asked  Mr. 
Dulkiis  to  repeat  mj-  orders  through  his  trumpet,  and  after  hia 
trumpet  was  knocked  out  of  his  hand  by  a  Mini^  ball  he  I'epeated  my 
orders  without  it  to  them  to  come  up. 

I  fed  quite  sure  that  with  both  the  other  steamers  1  could  have 
driven  them  (the  rebels)  away,  have  blown  up  the  raft,  and  recaptured 
the  liidiii Hula's  Xl-inch  gun  and  cleared  the  river. 

It  appeared  to  me,  however,  that  I  ought  not  to  make  the  attempt 
just  then,  a  second  time,  unless  I  could  get  a  hearty  and  willing 
cooperation  from  the  other  two  captains,  and,  besides,  I  nud  a  crippled 
ship,  with  wounded  and  dead  men  Uj  look  out  for.  I  gave  orders  to 
the  other  captains  to  follow  me  down  the  river,  and  I  returnetl. 

The  conduct  of  our  people  exhibited  the  greatest  bravery;  they 
were  ready  and  <]uick  to  obey. 

The  men  on  the  main  deck  were  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Charles 
P.  Washburn,  worked  well,  and  did  their  duty  well. 

The  Pari-ott  gun  on  the  bows  was  admirably  served  by  Acting  Master 
(ieorge  H.  Mundy  and  made  telling  shots;  after  one  of  his  good  shots 
there  were  clouds  of  steam  that  went  up  from  one  of  the  steamers. 

The  powder  division,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  William  Harcourt, 
was  in  good  order  and  efficient. 

On  my  return  down  Red  River  1  carried  out  your  instructions  with 
regard  to  the  firewood.  1  offered  the  price  per  cord  as  you  directed 
and  think  that  it  will  be  un  inducement  to  several  men  to  cut  and  cord 
up  a  quantity. 

We  met  gomg  up  the  Red  River  the  Upper  Mississippi  fleet,  under 
tlie  conmiand  of  licar-Adniiml  Porter,  and  he  desired  nie  to  say  to 
you  that  ho  took  the  liberty  of  ordering  the  steamers  ExtnUa  and 
Avlsimtt  to  join  his  fleet,  ami  he  also  required  a  pilot,  and  Mr.  A.  D. 
Merritt,  although  wounded  so  as  to  \ya  unable  to  use  his  hands,  cheer- 
fully volunteered  to  accompany  him  and  was  at^cepted. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obe<lient  servant, 

John  E.  Hart, 
Lltfutimanf-i'iniimander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hear-Adminil  H.  G.  Kahraout, 

Western  Gutf  St/imilrmi, 

V.  S.  FiAoSHip  Hartford, 
JA"/M  o/^r-/ A'myv,  Jf.ri/G,  lSG.i. 
Silt:  I   i"e.si»ect fully   report   llie  following  ca.sualties  on   biMinl  the 
r,  S.  S.  A//nriiy>Ki  during  the  engagmnent  up  Red  River  on  yeslei-day. 
the  Ath  instaiti,  vix: 
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KiUed.^^lr.  I.  B.  Hamilton,  pilot,  canuon  shot;  John  W.  Brown, 
Heamun,  cannon  shot. 

ITof/zit^frf, —George  Fife,  seuman,  cannon  shot,  thigh,  severe;  Mr. 
A.  D.  Merritt,  pilot,  hand,  slightly;  Janict-  Dunn,  seaman,  slightly; 
Frank  Vincent,  landsman,  slightly. 
Total.  2  killed,  4  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  fo  be,  very  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant, 
J.  M.  FOLTZ, 
Fleet  Surijeoti. 
Rear-Adniiral  D.  G,  Farraout, 

t'ommaiidinij   West  Oidf  Blochtdinij  S'paulniih. 


Lelt«r  of  DoaKratnlsliDii  rrom  Ibe  Saciatar;  of  the  Navy  to  Rasr-AdiDiral  Farrsgat, 

Navy  Dki-artment,  June,  Ifj,  18GS. 

Sir:  I  have  f  i-om  time  to  time  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  your  dis- 
patches detailing  your  movements  since  your  successful  and  gallant 
passage  of  the  Port  Hudson  batteries  in  ascending  the  Mississippi,  but 
dedire  more  especially  to  express  the  satisfaction  that  your  recent  oper- 
ations have  given  the  Department. 

In  blockading  Red  River,  in  maintaining  possession  of  the  Missis- 
sippi between  Fort  Hudson  and  Vicksburg  and  cutting  off  supplies 
from  those  rebel  strongholds,  in  intercepting  large  quantities  of  stores 
in  transitu,  in  destroying  the  river  transportation  of  the  enemy,  and  in 
preventing  his  reinforcements  reaching  points  successively  attacked  by 
our  Army,  30U  have  carried  out  the  wishes  of  the  Department,  well 
served  your  country  and  her  cause,  and  inflicted  serious  injury  upon 
those  in  arms  against  the  Government.  I  congratulate  you  upon  these 
achievements. 

Having  effectually  kept  up  a  surveillance  of  that  portion  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi which  circumstances  will  now  permit  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Porter  to  take  charge  of,  it  is  hoped  that  affairs  have  arrived  at  such  a 
state  Bs  to  adroit  of  your  giving  your  attention  to  other  important 
interests  on  the  Gulf  coast,  and  1  trust  that  your  future  operations  may 
be  as  successful  and  as  gratifying  as  your  past. 

The  Department  is  pleased  to  learn  that  the  force  off  Mobile  has 
been  very  successful  recently  in  capturing  the  bloc^kade  runners  to  and 
from  that  port.  The  numerous  captures  are  evidence  of  the  lively 
trade  that  is  carried  on  in  that  quarter  and  HUggest  the  importance  of 
increasing  vigilance. 

Your  attention  has  within  the  past  few  weeks  been  dmwn  to  the 
state  of  affairs  about  the  Rio  Grande,  and  I  venture  to  refer  again  to 
this  subject  and  to  the  importance  of  correcting,  as  far  as  may  be  in 
your  power,  the  evils  existing. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

(iiiJBOK  Welles. 

Sfnvdny  nftlu  Nimy. 

K«ar-Adminil  D.  G.  Farraout. 

Onmnanding  W<i»l  Oiilf  Bhichi'liiiy  Si^uadrtm,  ^ew  (Mt>am. 
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[Telegram.] 

Natchez,  Miss.,  March  16^  186S. 

Sloop  IlaHfiml  and  gunboat  Moriomjahela  \Albatr(>i<H\  passed  Red 
River  this  morning,  going  up. 

W.  S.  IjOvell, 
Lieutemiht-Colond  and  Acting  Ai<»Uta7it  InnpecUyv- General, 

Lieutenant-Genera)  Pembekton. 


[Telefiram.] 


Port  Hudson,  March  16^  1863, 

It  is  not  safe  to  send  a  boat  down.  The  Hartford  and  Monongahida 
\AT.hatTOim\  are  up  the  river.  Last  reports  land  forces  had  withcirawn. 
Fleet  still  in  sight  just  below. 

Frank.  Gardner, 

Major-  General. 
Lieutenant-Genoral  Pemberton. 


Letter  from  Xigor-Oeneral  Gardner,  C.  8.  Army,  to  the  commanding  officer  at  mouth  of  Bed 

Biver,  reporting  the  landing  of  Federal  troops. 

Headquarters, 
Poii*t  llvdson^  La.,,  March  17,,  186 J. 

Sir:  The  enemy  are  landing  troops  from  ti'ansports  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Mississippi.  Their  object  must  be  to  march  above  this  place, 
and  1  think  that  cutting  the  Grand  levee  above  now,  as  previously 
ordered  by  General  Taylor,  might  interfere  with  their  plans.  I  shall 
watch  them  closely. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank.  Gardner, 

Major-  G*  n  era  I, 

CoMMANDlNCi    OFFICER   MoUTH    OF   ReD   UiVER. 


[Telegram.] 

Jackson,  March  17 „  1863, 

At  Port  Hudson  the  E^»ex  fought  at  long  ninge;  did  not  pass  up. 
They  say  she  won't  tight.  The  Ilartfmd,,  with  Monongahtla  ^Alha- 
tro%H\  lashed  on  far  side,  passed,  the  former  much  damaged;  but  both 
vessels  passed  Natchez  on  way  up  yesterday  morning.  On  canal  at 
Vicksburg  dredging  boat  twice  came  in  sight  of  lower  batteries  and 
twice  was  driven  back.  River  falling  slowly  at  12  m.  yesterday. 
Ironclad,  protected  with  cotton,  attacked  Fort  Pemberton,  on  Talla- 
hatchie; withdrew  after  short  encounter.  Seven  more  transports 
have  entered  Pass  since  last  Thiii'sday ;  also  fourteen  regiments  reached 
Memphis  from  above. 

J.  C.  Pkmberton. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Chattanooga^  Tenn, 
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fTcIegram.] 

Jackson,  March  18^  1863. 

Watch  must  be  kept,  and  Fidton^  with  heavy  guns,  not  allowed  to 
go  beyond  a  safe  point.  IIartff/t*d ^wA  Mtmongahda  [Albatross]  passed 
up  from  Natchez  at  5:30  a.  m.  At  what  point  on  the  Big  Black  ao  you 
think  the  guns  best  be  unloaded? 

J.  C.  Pemberton. 
General  Bowen, 

Grajid  Gnlf^  via  Pf/rt  Gihscm, 


[Telegram.] 

Jackson,  March  19^  1863, 

If  the  Hartford  and  Monongaluila  \AJhatross\  try  to  succeed  in  pass- 
ing your  lotteries  notify  General  Gardner,  Port  Hudson,  immediately. 

J.  C.  Pemberton." 
General  Stevenson,  Vwl'shury. 


[TeleKTam.] 

Vicksburg,  March  19^  1863. 

General  Stevenson  went  to  Snvder's  this  morning.  In  his  absence, 
1  would  state  that  the  Hartford  and  Moiwriqahda  \AJhatross\  passed 
Grand  Gulf,  coming  up,  at  7  a.  m.  to-day.  They  were  struck  repeat- 
edly. The  dredging  lx)at  made  its  appearance  about  400  yards  from 
the  mouth  of  the  canal  j'esterday.  Three  shells  were  fired  at  it,  and 
it  retired  and  has  not  been  visible  since.  The  water  fell  three-fourths 
of  an  inch  during  the  last  twenty-four  hours. 

John  J.  Reeve, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Lieutenant-General  Pembkkton. 


[Telejfnim.] 

Vicksburg,  March  10^  1863. 

The  Federal  }x)ats  are  at  iinchor  just  below  Warrenton.     The  Hart- 
ford was  struck  ten  times.     The  dredge  can  not  work  at  day.     If  we 
had  ammunition  could  prevent  her  at  night. 

C.  L.  Stevenson. 

Lieutenant-General  Pembkkton. 


[Tolegrram.] 

Jackson,  Miss.,  March  ^2fl^  1863, 

The  force  now  in  Natchez  is  there  to  protect  our  telegraphic  commu- 
nication, and  it  is  the  dut}^  of  the  officer  to  do  so.  If  citizens  are 
apprehensive  on  the  approach  of  a  hostile  force  they  nuist  leave.  The 
officer  is  directed  not  to  fire  on  gunboats  unless  an  attempt  is  made  to 
land  or  shall  first  fire  on  them.  Temporary  inconvenience  must  be 
submitted  to  for  the  genenil  good. 

J.  C.  Pemberton. 

John  Hunter,  Mufji^r,  Natrht-z^  Miss. 
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[Telegram.] 

.Jackson,  March  ^5,  1863. 

You  will  not  lire  on  enemy's  gunboats  or  otherwise  molest  him 
unless  he  attempts  to  land  or  shell  the  city.  You  should  not  display 
your  troops  to  draw  his  fire  on  citj%  but  must  vigorously  repel  any 
attempt  to  land.  He  has  alreiuly  cut  the  telegraph  wires  on  his  pas- 
sage up. 

J.  C.  Pemberton. 

Officer  Commanding  Confederate  Forces  at  Natchez. 


[Telegram.] 

March  27,  1863—1  p.  m. 

Surgeon  [H.]  McCormick,  C.  S.  Army,  escaped  from  the  enemy  last 
night  and  joined  us.  The  gunbc«at  sunk  by  us  was  the  Laiicast^r;  that 
which  passed  down,  the  monitor;  the  latter  a  total  wreck.  I  send  him 
to  you  to-day.  The  enem j"  have  retreated  from  Black  Bayou  and  Deer 
Creek.     Ferguson  is  at  junction  of  Deer  Creek  and  Black  Bayou. 

Stevenson. 

[General  Pemberton.] 

[Telegram.] 

Grand  Gulf,  March  31,  1863. 

The  Hartford  and  A1hati*088  passed  down  at  8:15  this  evening. 
Owing  to  neglect  of  signalmen  over  the  river  I  had  no  time  to  heat 
shot.  We  fired  in  all  about  60  shot.  Struck  them  repeatedly;  dam- 
age unknown.  One  of  our  20-pounder  Parrotts  burst,  killing  and 
wounding  8  men. 

Jno.  S.  Bowen. 

Lieutenant-General  Pemberton. 


[Telegram.] 

ViCKSBURG,  March  31^  1863. 

The    Yi<^kfimrg  burned.     Hartford  and  Alhatrosa  gone  down  the 
river. 

C.  L.  Stevenson. 

Lieutenant-General  Pemberton. 


[Telegram.] 

ViCKSBURG,  Manrch  31 1863. 

The  disabled  boat  went  down   the  river  with  the  Hartford  and 
Alhatross.     The  wires  are  down  south  of  Edwards. 

C.  L.  Stevenson. 

Lieutenant-General  Pemberton. 
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Jacksox,   Mdl-'-h  Jl,  JSG3. 
'I'iiii  wreck  of  tiir  iriiiii-Jud   Lunraxtcr  is  tlotttiii^  down  thfi  river. 
Keep  a  slitirp  lookout  for  it.  iind.  if  possible,  tow  it  ashore  and  save 
the  gunM  ttiid  engine. 

.1,  C.  PBMBEItTOK, 

Major-deneral  (iardnf.r. 

IWt  Ifinimm. 


Hdks.  1st  Bkkiadk,  lin  Division,  Akmy  ok  Mississippi, 
Gnnid  Oiiff,  Mhx.^  April  J,  1863. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  re(K>rt  that  the  enemy'H  boats,  three  in 
number,  passed  down  the  river  yesterday  evening  at  8:15.  There 
having  been  reports  of  their  approach  during  the  day,  everything  had 
l»een  held  in  readiness,  the  men  at  their  giinw  and  a  regiment  in  the 
trenches.  Iviglit  coming  on.  a  detuil  was  left  at  the  guns  (enough  to 
manage  then i)  and  the  infantry  bivoua^^ked  in  piisition.  Owing  to  the 
neeligence  of  tlie  signal  i-orpa  stationed  over  tne  river  at  Hard  Times, 
and  who  should  have  Vieen  able  to  give  timely  notice,  no  warning  was 
given  during  the  afternoon,  and  nt  night  no  rocket  was  sent  up  to 
apprise  us  of  their  approach.  Thev  wei-e  pen-eived  by  the  .sentinel  at 
the  upper  Imttery  as  they  rounded  the  point  and  immediately  opened 
upon.  AlHHit  twenty  shot^i  were  fired  from  the  heavy  guns,  twenty- 
one  from  the  tieldpicces,  and  twenty-one  from  the  Parrottsof  Wade's 
Itattery.  The  vessels  were  struck  i-epeatedly.  Seven  heavy  shells 
were  seen  to  take  effect,  one  raking  the  Hnrtford  from  stem  to  stern. 
The  firing  f  ram  the  field  batteries  was  excellent,  the  shrapnel  bursting 
over  the  decks;  but  I  have  no  means  of  discovering  what  damage  was 
inflicted  on  the  ships,  but  the  steam  mm  which  passed  tlie  Vicksburg 
Intteries  was  struck  once  amidships,  swung  round  broadside  to  the 
current  and  floated  down  thus,  firing  a  lee  gun,  which  coidd  only  have 
been  a  signal  of  distress. 

All  the  vej:i»eU  lay  about  in  miles  below  during  the  night,  and  passed 
on  down  this  mornine. 

I  regret  to  report  that  one  of  the  20-pounder  Parrott  guns  burst  at 
the  fourth  Hre,  Killing  2,  mortally  wounding  1,  and  woundiiig  7,  besides 
some  scratches.  I  append  a  list.*  I  entereti  the  battery  just  as  the 
ffun  exploded,  and  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  hear  testimony  to  the  gal- 
lant conduct  of  the  men  there.  Though  many  were  knocked  down, 
liesides  the  wounded,  only  an  imperceptible  pause  in  the  firing  was 
occasioned,  the  men  sprang  up  and  to  tlie  other  guns  so  quickly.  The 
lieutenant  of  the  burst  gun  replaced  No.  1  of  the  next  piece,  who  was 
killed,  and  it  would  not  have  Iteen  possible  for  the  enemy  to  have  dis- 
covered the  accident  from  any  slackening  of  the  fire. 

The  firing  from  the  upper  Imttery  (Uiptain  [J.  B.J  tirayson's)  was 
excellent.  The  lower  battery,  where  the  accident  occurred,  was  manned 
by  Wade's  and  Uuibor's  companies  of  light  artillery. 

•  Notninal  liat  omitt«d,  reporta  2  men  killed  and  1  officer  (Captain  Menry  Guibor) 
and  1  nian  wounded,  of  Gmbor'e  baltery;  1  ofiicer  (UeiiUmant  John  Kearney)  a."^ 
6  men  wounded,  of  Wnde'a  batler)-. 


I 
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I  inclose  a  report  on  the  circumstances  attending  and  the  causes  of 
the  Imrsting  of  the  gun. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  S.  Bowen, 
Brtijadlei'-  General ^  Commanding. 
Major  R.  W.  Memminger, 

AsHiatanf  Ad  hit  an  t-  (ren^^ral. 


[Telejfram.l 


Jackson,  April  J^^  1863 — ^3  p,  m. 

Shall  rejoice  to  receive  heavy  guns.  Enemy  made  no  demonstration 
yesterday  up  to  9  p.  m.  against  Fort  Pemberton,  on  Tallahatchie. 
rJothing  to-aaj'  from  there.  I  hope  and  believe  we  shall  foil  them;  are 
increasing  our  strength  there;  river  slowly  falling.  General  Gardner 
reports  last  night  17,(H)0  enemy  have  lancied  from  four  transports  on 
opposite  side  of  the  river.  Are  bombarding  us  slowly  from  long 
range.  Land  troops  entirely  withdraw^n.  The  Hartford  and  Monon- 
(jahela  [AlhatntHn]  anchored  last  night  opposite  Natchez,  and  started  up 
at  5.30  this  morning.  Nothing  important  as  yet  to-day  from  Vicks- 
burg.  Heavy  guns  for  Grand  Gulf  not  yet  in  position.  I  see  nothing 
unfavorable  in  present  aspect  of  aflFairs. 

J.  C.  Pemberton. 

President  Jefferson  Davis. 


[Telegram.] 

VicKSBURG,  Ajyril  8^  1863. 

Bowen  has  three  regiments  and  a  section  of  artillery  on  the  Louisiana 
side.  The  gunboats  have  moved  up  from  Port  Hudson.  If  they  come 
up  the  river  will  he  recross  or  hold  that  position? 

C.  L.  Stevenson. 

Lieutenant-General  Pemberton. 


[Telegram.] 

Port  Hudson,  Ajyril  P,  1863. 

Farragut  sent  down  a  dummy  last  night,  but  only  drew  fire  from 
sharpshooters.     His  fleet  reported  gone  up  the  river. 

Frank.  Gardner, 

Major-  General . 

Lieutenant-General  Pemberton. 


[Telegmm.] 

Jackson,  April  10^  1863. 

Bowen  reports  from  Grand  Gulf  two  ironclads,  eight  euns  each; 
one  ironclad,  nine  guns;  one  ironclad,  ten  guns;  one  ironclad,  eleven 
guns;  one  ironclad,  thirteen  guns;  one  ironclad,  guns  unknown;  one 
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ironclad  ram,  three  guns,  in  iron  casemate  in  front;  one  small  tug; 
two  large  transports,  and  one  barge  heavily  laden.  They  are  1  mile 
below  New  Carthage. 

J.  C.  Pemberton, 
Lieutenant'  OeneraL 
General  Gardner, 

P(yrt  Ihuhoii^  La. 


[Tel^ram.] 

ViCKSBURG,  April  13^  1863. 

A  spy  from  the  enemy  reports  that  they  are  preparing  two  or  three 
boats  to  pass  our  batteries  as  reinforcements  to  Farragut. 

The  steamer  ITin^H  is  at  Natchez.     She  had  better  come  to  Big 
Black. 

C.  L.  Stevenson. 

General  Pbmbrrton. 


[Telegram.] 

Jackson,  Aj>ril  17,  1863. 

Troops  sent  to  you  were  taken  from  Poi*t  Hudson,  a  brigade  under 
General  Buford;  aggregate  present,  4,066. 

Enemy  has  now  nine  boats  between  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson. 
He  has  land  forces  at  New  Carthage  from  Grant's  army  and  can  rein- 
force them  to  any  extent.  He  can  use  nine  boats  to  cross  his  troops 
to  this  side.  Arrival  of  Lorenzo  Thomas  has  changed  enemy's  plan.«, 
or  his  movement  up  the  river  was  a  ruse. 

I  ought  to  have  back  Buford's  brigade.  Certainly  no  more  troops 
should  leave  this  department. 

Dispatch,  signed  Brigadier-General  Chalmers,  yesterday  says: 

Sixty-four  steamers  left'  Memphis  Thursday  loa<]e<l  with  sohliers  and  negroes 
ostensibly  to  ast^ault  Vittksburg. 

The  raft  in  Yazoo,  at  Snvdei^'s  Mill,  has  given  away  and  gone 
entirelv.  Am  therefore  forced  to  strengthen  batteries  there  at  expense 
of  Vicksburg. 

J.  C.  Pemberton. 
Geneml  Joseph  Vj,  Johnston, 

Tull'ahoma.,  \Tenn.\ 


[Telegram.] 

Jackson,  April  29,  1863. 

Enemy^s  gunboats  attacked  our  batteries  at  Grand  Gulf  this  morn- 
ing from  above  and  y)el<)w.  Very  heavy  firing.  The  telegraph  wires 
are  down.  The  enemy  has,  therefore,  either  landed  on  this  side  of 
Mississippi  River,  or  they  have  been  cut  by  Grierson's  cavalry,  which 
had  reacned  Union  Church,  on  road  from  Hazlehurst  to  Natchez.  All 
the  cavalry  I  can  i*aise  is  close  on  their  rear.  Skirmishing  with  them 
yesterday  evening. 

J.  C.  Pkmbkkton. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Richmond,  Yn. 
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[Telegram.] 

Hi)gRs.  Dei*t.  of  Mississippi  and  Eastern  Ix)Uisiana, 

JiwkHoii^  Ml^s,^  April  20^  186S. 

Six  gunboats,  averaging  10  tons  each,  opened  territic  fire  upon  our 
batteries  at  Grand  Gulf  at  7  a.  m.,  and  continued  without  intermission 
six  hours  and  a  half,  when  the}'  withdrew;  seveml  boats  apparently 
damaged.  One,  disabled,  lying  on  I^uisiana  shore  below.  Our  loss, 
3  killed,  including  Colonel  [Wflliam]  Wade,  Geneml  Bowen's  chief  of 
artillery;  12  or  15  wounded.  Repairs  are  being  made,  expecting  a 
renewal  of  attack  to-morrow.  Transports  loaded  with  troops  in  sight, 
but  inactive. 

J.  C.  Pemberton. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Richinond, 


TuLLAHOMA,  [Tenn.],  April  S9,  1863. 

General  Pemberton  reports  the  enemy  in  force  at  [Hard  Times], 
opposite  Grand  Gulf,  with  barges,  indicating  intention  to  attack  Vicks- 
burg.  Depends  on  Army  of  Tennessee  to  defend  northern  Mississippi. 
That  army  can  make  no  large  detachments,  except  the  cavalry  near 
Courtland,  which  is  opposed  by  10,00()  to  12,000  Federals  from  Corinth. 

J.  E.  Johnston. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Rwhmond. 


Reports  of  Captain  Kelio,  C.  8.  Army,  oommanding  Confederate  gunboats^  regarding 

attaok  on  Fort  De  Sniiy. 

Flagship  Grand  Duke,  May  4,  1863, 

Major:  A  ship  of  war  mounting  four  guns  on  a  side  came  up  and 
opened  tire  on  us  this  morning.  We  have  some  wounded,  and  I  think 
on  the  Cottoii  some  killed.  The  fire  lasted  about  sixty  minutes.  We 
had  to  temporarily  abandon  the  Cotton.  We  will  return  for  her,  as 
the  enemy  dropped  down,  as  I  thought,  to  secure  a  flank  fire  on  us; 
but  it  is  likely  ne,  the  enemy,  is  badly  damaged. 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  major,  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  Kelso, 
Captain^  Commayulmg  Ounhoat  FUet. 
Major  E.  Surget, 

Assintimt  Adjtitant-  Gei\eral. 

P.  S. — The  enemy,  three  in  number — the  picket  guard  reported 
before  we  left — had  all  gone  down  the  river  at  the  highest  mte  of 
speed.  A  boat  answerinjg  the  description  of  the  Calhoun  laid  behind 
tne  woods  and  assisted  m  the  attack.  She  put  two  or  three  shells 
through  us.  We  could  not  direct  our  attention  to  her,  as  it  could  not 
be  exactly  discovered  where  she  was  stationed. 

The  enemy  set  us  on  fire  repeatedly,  but  it  was  extinguished  by  the 
energy  of  uie  steamboat  men.  I  will  shortly,  major,  make  a  full 
report 
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Flaiishii-  Grand  Duke,  Mity  13, 1863. 

Ma-iok:  I  liiive  the  honor  to  Hiilmiit  the  following  report  of  the 
operutions  of  this  fleet  since  the  Int  ioMtant.  Continuous  fever,  coii- 
Sning  me  to  bed  during  a  portion  of  the  time  and  ineaiHicitating  uie 
for  work  of  any  sort,  hau  delayed  the  submission  of  this  report  till  now. 

In  obedience  to  Special  Oraerst,  No.  H)6,  and  emanating  f  i-om  Head- 
quarters District  of  Western  lA>uiHiana,  1  proceeded  to  Fort  De  Russy 
on  the  night  of  the  1st  instant.  I  immediately  made  a  full  examination 
upon  my  arrival  at  the  fort  of  the  works  and  the  position  of  the  sub- 
merged guns.  Thiw  examination  was  made  after  night,  and  the  report 
made  immediately.  I  found  nothing  to  amend  upon  a  renewed  exami- 
nation in  the  morning. 

In  twenty-four  hours  the  submerged  32-pounder  gun  and  all  the 
undamaged  property,  excepting  some  pieces  of  railroad  iron,  was 
recovered  ana  placed  on  board  the  barge  ready  to  be  towed  to  Alex- 
andria. La.  Just  as  this  work  was  completed  an  advance  of  the  ene- 
my's gunboats  (three  in  number)  was  reported  by  the  pickets  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  [H.  A.J  Frederic,  of  the  bignal  Corps. 
Captain  George  Hite,  of  the  steamer  Couidegu,  was  immediately 
ordered  bv  me  to  take  the  barge  in  tow.  This  he  did,  and  steamed 
nut  of  si^lit  and  danger  up  the  river.  In  ten  minut««»  after  the  enemy 
made  their  appearance.  The  leading  ship  proved  to  be  a  steam  pro- 
peller with  two  masts,  mounting  four  guns  on  a  side,  and  a  pivot  gun 
of  heavy  metal  on  l)ow  and  stern.  From  the  best  information  procur- 
able, and  the  report  of  the  pieces,  the  broadside  guns  were  3'2-pounders 
rifled  cannon.  This  vessel  took  a  position  about  500  yards  from  us. 
The  remaining  vessels  of  the  enemy's  fleet  took  position  in  favorable 
and  shelling  distances  )>ehind  the  woods  farther  oown  the  river.  We 
fired  twice  on  the  leading  vessel  before  she  replied. 

The  engagement  now  became  general,  and  for  one  hour  the  contest 
vas  hotly  disputed.  In  twenty  minutes  after  the  engagement  com- 
menced the  Cotton,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  E.  T.  King,  was  dis- 
abled by  the  cutting  of  her  steam  pipe.  Lieutenant  King,  however, 
continued  to  light  his  boat  with  unflinching  coolness.  In  a  very  short 
time  after  it  was  reported  to  me  that  all  the  steering  apparatus  of  the 
flagship  was  shot  away.  In  fact,  all  the  mechanical  contrivances  by 
which  communication  is  conveyed  from  one  part  of  the  boat  to  another, 
bell  ropes,  speaking  tulieji,  etc.,  were  shot  to  piei'es.  Captain  White 
reported  to  me  at  tne  same  time  that  he  thought  his  Ixmt  unmanage- 
able. The  fight  continued,  however,  with  unabated  energy  until  the 
leading  gunixuit  of  the  enemy  withdrew,  apparently  uninjured.  This 
gave  me  the  impression,  and  it  was  equally  the  impression  of  Lieuten- 
ant King,  that,  naving  divined  our  crippled  condition,  the  enemy  were 
drifting  down  the  river  in  order  to  secure  a  position  from  which  they 
could  deliver  the  fire  upon  our  unprotected  flank.  I  therefore  directed 
an  exatninatjon  to  be  made  of  our  condition.  This  resulted  in  ascer- 
taining that  by  passing  the  word  from  man  to  man  the  boat  might  lie 
bandied  exclusively  through  the  engines.  Upon  a  brief  consultation 
with  my  officers,  I  determined  to  run  up  the  river  a  short  distance, 
repair  damages,  and  return.  It  seeming  to  me  clear  that  should  the 
three  boats  select  their  positions — as  wa&  practicable  with  tliem,  owing 
to  our  damped  condition — that  our  destruction  would  be  prolmhle. 
V\'e  therefore  ran  up  the  river,  repaired  damages  as  rapidly  as  possi- 
ble, and  returned  to  the  fort. 


I 

I 

I 
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Ill  th(^  midst  of  tlie  fight  I  observed  with  indignation  and  regret  that 
the  barge  had  y)een  east  off  from  the  Counttaat  and  had  floated  down 
against  the  raft.  The  Cotto)i^  it  was  ascertained,  could  not  be  repaired 
at  the  fort,  and  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  save  the  barge  and  her 
valuable  freight.  I  therefore  took  the  Cotton  and  barge  in  tow  and 
proceeded  slowly  toward  Alexandria,  I^a.  The  Countesa  made  her 
appeanince  subsequently,  and  relieved  us  of  the  barge. 

The  (inmd  Dnhe  was  set  on  tire  five  times,  but  owing  to  the  cool- 
ness and  energy  of  Captain  J.  M.  White,  his  officers  and  men,  the  tire 
was  each  time  subdueci. 

1  can  not  conclude  the  report,  major,  without  bearing  testimony  to 
the  signal  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Crescent  Artil- 
lery. First  Lieutenant  W.  Ilervey  and  First  Junior  Lieutenant  T.  H. 
Handv  behaved  in  a  manner  to  excite  the  admiration  and  rivet  the 
confidence  of  everyone  who  witnessed  their  intrepid  conduct.     Ser- 

?^eant  A.  Mordis  and  Sergeant  J.  J.  Dalton  also  deserve  sj^cial  notice 
or  their  admiralUe  deportment  during  the  action.  When  the  alarm 
of  fire  was  repeatedlv  given  I  did  not  observe  a  man  relax  his  ener- 
ifies  at  the  pieces,  l^o  Lieutenant  E.  T.  King  too  much  credit  can  not 
be  awarded.  He  discharged  his  duties  with  a  fearle^^sness  and  com- 
posure which  inspired  confidence  in  those  around  him,  and  elicited  the 
applause  of  all  wnose  position  enabled  them  to  observe  him. 

The  conduct  of  Lieutenant  M.  Fogarty  is  reported  to  me  by  his 
commanding  officer  as  deserving  of  high  praise. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  enclosed  list  of  wounded  and  missing  on  Iwth 
boats. 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  major,  your  oln^dient  servant, 

J.  Kklso, 
dmiiniindnuj  (iHuhnit  Fleet ^  off  Grand  rJc4>re. 

Major  E.  Surget, 

AxHtHt^int  Adjutant'  (rt-nrraL 

(KiM.'lcwnre.] 

Gunboat  Cotton, 

Stut!on^  Grand  Ecore.^  May  12^  1803. 

List*  of  wounded  and  missing  of  Captain  \Vj.  W.]  Fuller's  company, 
Saint  Martin's  Rangers,  May  4,  I8tJ3,  on  board  C.  S.  gunboat  CotUm^ 
as  follows:  Wounded,  officers  1,  enlisted  men  (>,  crew  3.  Missing, 
enlisted  men  1,  crew  3. 

E.  T.  Kino, 
Lieutenant^Connnanding  Gunboat  Coti<yn. 

J.  Gautreaux, 

Actltig  Ord^^rhj  Srnjeant, 

List*  of  wounded  of  the  Crescent  Artillery  on  ]>oard  flagship  (rrand 
Dtdf,  May  4,  18<)3,  as  foUow^s:   Enlist^^d  men  wounded,  7. 

W.  Hkrvey, 
Fh'Mt  Ltrutenant^Onnntanding  Orescent  ArtUlenj, 

*  Nominal  lint  oinittiMi. 
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rKndorNement.l 

Headquarters  District  Western  Louisiana, 

Natchitoches^  May  H^  1S63, 

Respectfully  forwarded.  Captain  [J.]  Kelso,  in  command  of  the 
gunboats  Grand  Dale  and  Cotton^  was  sent  down  to  Fort  De  Kussy  to 
remove  the  guns,  ordnance  stores,  and  other  public  property  left  at 
that  point,  which  was  successful  Unaccomplished  and  the  enemy  delayed 
in  his  advance  up  the  river  for  forty -eignt  hours. 

K.  Taylor, 
Majo7*-  General^  Command huj. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bdl^  [L  S.  Navy^  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Wad^'^  IL   S.  Nav^y^  comTnaiiding  U,  S,   hark'  Arthnr^  to  blockade 
Aransas  Pom, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  March  16,  186S. 

Sir:  Proceed  to  your  station  oflf  Aransas  Pass  and  keep  a  strict 
blockade  of  that  port  and  the  adjacent  coasts,  and  you  will  frequently 
sight  the  vessel  blockading  off  Pass  Cavallo. 

You  are  expected  to  report  to  the  officer  commanding  the  blockade 
off   Galveston,   as   opportunities  occur,  the  necessities  of  the  bark 
under  your  commana;  also  all  occurrences  on  that  part  of  the  coast 
which  are  of  public  interest. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Cmnynodftre. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Thos.  F.  Wade, 

Vommandiiig  [L  S,  Bark  Arthur^  off  Gal'V*;i<ton^  Tex, 


Ordi-r  i*f  Commodirre  Bell,  U,    S,   Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Com iiuinder 
Read,  [T,  S,  Na/vy,  to  proceed  to  hhckade  duty  in  Sahine  River. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off'  Galventoi},  March  16,  186S. 

Sir:  At  midnight  following  get  underway  and  proceed  off  the 
Sabine  River  anatake  charge  of  the  blockade  there,  in  company  with 
the  Cayuga,  keeping  the  commanding  officer  off  Galveston  informed, 
as  opportunities  occur,  of  the  state  of  things  at  that  pass  and  of  your 
coal  and  provisions  on  hand. 

Commander  William  H.  Macomb  is  expected  to  be  the  senior  officer 
on  this  coast. 

Upon  your  arrival  at  Sabine  send  the  Sdota  down  to  this  station. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Abner  Read, 

Commanding  U.  S,  Gunboat  New  Londcni,  off*  Galveston,  Tex. 
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Order  of  CommMhre  Beil,    U. 

Lewis,  U.  S.  Naery,  cir. 


Nam,  to  Lu-utettaiit- Coiumandai' \ 
uandintj  U.  S.  S.  Itaeai. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Gakie^fim,  March  17,  1S63. 
Sir:  If  you  should  not  be  relieved  before  the  2!2d  of  this  month,, 
you  will  on  that  day  proieed  to  rejoin  the  blockade  off  (ialvestoiif, 
examining  the  internicdiate  coaat  and  harhorii. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Cowmmhrt 
Lieutenant-Commander  U.  F.  K.  Lewis, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Onnboai  Itasm^  off  V':lit»:u,  Tex. 


Jietrut-t  frt 


rtport  of 


Voinniodore   Jiell, 
general  maiters. 


U.    '5.    Naoy,   r&jurditig  J 


U.  8.  Steam  Six)op  Bkoohlyn, 

Off  (iaJveiston,  March  19,  18ii.i. 
Sir;  I  would  respectfully  int'onu  you  that  the  Brooklyn  is  quite 
short  of  everything.  To-day  she  has  lifteen  days'  rations  for  321 
persons.  Total  number  of  persons  on  IxMird  421,  and  has  140  tons 
coal.  I  will  wait  four  or  five  days  longer  and  then  go  on  half  rations, 
trusting  that  vou  will  supply  me  without  delay  with  provisions,  wood, 
and  coal  for  tte  Brooklyn.     She  »itow8  330  tons  coal.  ' 


On  shore  they  are  workiuH  on  new  batteries  near  the  entrani:e  to 
kiwer  harbor.  I  observe  l>y  their  papers  that  they  congratulate 
themselves  ufwn  the  arrival  of  Commander  Catesby  Jones,  who  served 
on  the  Merruiinel;  and  subsequently  fitted  out  two  rams  on  the  Chat- 
tahoochee. I  ha\"e  no  doubt  he  is  here  to  prepare  the  Harriet  Lana 
for  like  service. 

In  this  squadron  we  have  many  relapses  of  intermittent  fever  from 
those  occurring  in  the  river  last  summer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 
near-Admiral  D.  G.  Fahraout, 

Cojiidy.  Went  Gidf  Blofkadhig  <S'/iiadroii,  Neio  Orleiiiii',  Lii. 


I 


iiiodfrre  Bell,  U.  S.  Navu,  truimiiiUtm^/  copy  of  order  to 
•-■     "  "        ....        J     £^^^  removal  of 


Reptrrtoft -^.  -  -         --, 

tfi£  commanding  offcer  of  the  U.  S.  hark  Arthur  fo 
Tenxia  re fMf ens  from  the  Mexican  nhore, 

I'.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

off  i.-oh-rxt'w.  Mimh  19,  1863. 
Sih:  The  steaniiioat   JJo„duniK.  i-mpioyed  by  the  quartermaster's 
■lepartrncnt,  arrived  from  the  Kio  <iraiidi«  on  the  llith  with  a  detach- 
ment of  First  Texas  Cavalry.     The  oHicer  in  command  reported  that 
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the  Texans  frossed  the  Rio  (imnde  tu  Bagdad,  on  the  Mexican  fide. 
on  the  15th,  and  carried  off  to  Texas  Colotiel  Ed.  .).  Davis,  their  coiii- 
ntaDdin^  officer,  and  live  or  six  others,  threatening  to  hang  the  colonel, 
and  were  hunting  down  other  refugees  who  were  hiding  in  the  hills  at 
Bagdad  trying  to  getotf.  Theoffit-erof  the  detachment,  Lieutenant 
Temple,  wanted  protection  to  get  them  off  to  the  llondiirax,  and  the 
Artti'tr  being  ready  T  dispatched  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wade 
to  the  Rio  Grande  to  give  them  his  assistance  and  protection,  then 
retuin  to  the  blockade  of  Aransas  and  Lavaca.  The  llondvras  being 
short  of  coal,  I  let  her  have  30  tons,  although  1  could  illy  spare  it. 

Lieutenant  Radetski,  of  the  troops  referred  to,  applied  to  me  to 
send  a  flag  of  truce  to  General  Bee,  at  Brownsville,  to  demand  the 
release  of  Colonel  Davis,  but  not  perceiving  the  utility  of  it,  and 
Brownsville  Iwing  too  far  inland  for  my  boats,  I  decliued, 

I  finclo.-ip  herewith  copy  of  letter  to  Captain  Wade. 
Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

■    ■  .  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Rear-Adniinil  D.  G.  Fahkaout, 

Vmiidij.  West  Gulf  Blocia^/'nij  S/jwidnm,  A'ew  Orf-emm,  Lit. 

[EnilcMiire.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

OJf  GalvesUw,  Marvk  16, 186:i. 
Slit:  Proceed  without  delay  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  (irande  to  ren- 
der such  assistance  as  will  be  in  your  power  to  Lieutenant  Temple,  of 
the  Texan  Volunteers,  now  on  board  of  the  steamer  Uimduran,  in  taking 
off  from  the  Mexican  shore  to  tlie  said  steamer  sucli  refugees  fiom 
Texas  as  Lieutenant  Temple  may  wish  to  receive. 

In  performing  this  duty  you  will  bear  in  mind  that  the  Mexi<»ns 
are  friendly,  and  you  will  lie  careful  not  to  violate  the  neutrality  of 
Mexico. 

After  having  performed  this  service,   return  to  your  station  on 
bloitkadc  otT  Ai-ansas  and  Lavaca,  reporting  to  the  commanding  officer 
off  Galveston  your  pioceedings. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Thos.  V.  Wade, 

Commwiid'iiuj  U.  S.  Jiin-k  Arthur,  'ijf'  Galvcs/iii,  Ttv. 


Order  ^  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  ^'letf,  tu  Actimj  VolunUvr  Lieuten- 
ant Itoofier,  U.  S.  Numy,  comrnanding  U.  S.  achoimer  Rachd  Seamati, 
to  blockade  Matagorda  and  Lavaca. 

II.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Of  O'dvetiUm,  Marvb  20,  186S. 
Silt;  Proceed  off  Pass  Cavallo  to  blockade  Matagorda  and  Lavaca, 
extending  your  cniising  to  Cany  Creek  and  occasionally  sighting  the 
bark  .-IfV/fi//' off  Aransas.  Yon  will  keep  the  officer  in  command  of 
the  blockade  off  Galveston  informed  from  time  to  time,  as  opportuni- 
ties occur,  of  the  state  of  affairs  on  the  coast  and  wants  of  the  Bachd 
Heaman. 
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You  will  deliver  the  accompanving  letter  to  the  commander  of  the 
Itasca^  blockading  off  Pass  Cavallo. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bkll, 
Cwnvwdore^  Comvianding  U.  S.  Forces^  Coast  of  Texan, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Quincy  A.  Hooper, 

Comdg,  U,  S.  Schooner  Rachel  Seaman^  off  Galvestan^  Te^', 


Order  of  (Joiniiu)dore  Bdl^   U.   S.   Naiyif^  to  Lieuteiia/nt- Connminder 
Lewia^  U.  S,  No/try^  comm.andin{f  IL  S,  S.  Itasca. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  March  W,  1863. 

Sir:  Upon  the  receipt  of  this,  you  will  immediately  return  to  the 
blockade  oflf  CJalveston  and  report  to  the  oflScer  in  command  of  the 
blockade  there  upon  your  arrival. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commod(yrt\ 
Lieutenant-Commander  K.  F.  R.  Lewis, 

Commanding  U.  S,  Gunboat  Itasca^  off*  Pass  Co/vaUo.,  Tex, 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General'  Sfierman,  U,  S,  Army,,  to  Commodore 
Morris,  U,  S,  JViwy,  regarding  operations  near  Bra^hear  City,  La, 

Headquarters  Department, 
New  Orleans,  March  20,  1863—8  p,  m. 

Commodore:  I  have  just  received  the  following  telegram  from  Gen- 
eral Weitzel,  from  Brashear  City: 

General  Sherman:  I  will  be  attacked  to-night  or  shortly  by  the  Qjie^i  ofUie  Wesi^ 
and  perhaps  other  boats.  If  they  give  nie  time  until  to-morrow  I  will  figlit  them  at 
Bayou  B<euf  Bridge.  If  not,  I  will  fight  them  at  mouth  of  Bayou  Chaver.  Gun- 
boats are  what  I  want  most. 

G.  Weitzkl, 

Brigadier-  (yeiwrnL 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

T.  W.  Sherman. 
Commodore  Morris, 

Conivianding,  etc. 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  WUkes,  U,  8,  Navy^  f^o  R*ar- Admiral 
Farra4jut,  U,  S,  Naiyy,  apologizing  for  the  retentiim  of  t/ie  U,  aS. 
stea^ners  R,  R,  Cuyler  a^id  (JneiAa, 

U.  S.  Fla(  J -Steamer  Vant>erbilt, 

Havana,  March  21^  1863, 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  perhaps  owe  you  an  apologj^  for  not  writing  to 
you  a  line  before,  respecting  the  li.  R,  Cuyler  and  Oneida,  The  cir- 
cumstances under  which  thev  fell  under  my  command,  viz,  in  the  hot 
pui-feuit  of  the  Oreto  and  Alabama,  is,  I  make  no  doubt,  sufficient  to 
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excuse  me,  if  any  were  oeceseary.  Bailey  had  sent  them  over  for  the 
chase,  and  I  joined,  after  being  a  few  hours  behind  the  '.h-do,  and  we 
continued  on  in  the  chnse  as  far  as  the  Windward  Islands,  where  I 
was  obliged  to  leave  the  Wachmett,  nearly  broken  down,  tlie  Oneida, 
and  Alabama  to  blockade  and  search  the  various  localities  where  the 
Oreto  may  have  taken  refuge.  She  last  coaled  at  Barbados,  only 
twenty -seven  days  after  she  liad  done  so  at  Nassau,  and  subsequent  to 
her  destruction  of  tlie  Ja<x^  Bell^  and  it  is  believed,  when  I  left,  she 
nought  refuge  in  some  of  the  neighboring  islands  or  reefs  to  eflFect 
repairs  and  meet  coal.  Under  these  circumstances  1  detained  the 
Oneida.    The  R.  S.  Ouyl-er  has  long  since.  I  hope,  joined  you. 

I  ought  to  state  also  that  Captain  Hazard  has  entirely  broken  down, 
and  under  a  survey  of  surgeons  b  to  go  home.  He  leaves  for  Key 
West  in  the  first  vessel. 

I  need  not,  my  dear  sir,  entflr  into  any  further  details,  as  I  well 
know  and  believe  your  views  and  wishes  would  correspond  with  mine, 
and  you  will  indulge  in  the  hope  that  it  may  result  in  the  capture  of 
the  weto  or  Alabama. 

I  have  had  quite  a  row  with  the  governor  of  Barbados  about  the 
coaling,  etc.,  of  the  Oreto,  and  I  think,  although  it  can  not  well  be 

E roved,  that  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas  and  the  governor  of  Bar- 
ados  have  had  an  understanding,  through  letters  brought  by  Maffitt 
from  the  former,  to  afford  him  all  facilities,  notwithstanding  her 
British  Majesty's  rules  and  regulations. 

Very  truly  and  sincere^,  yours,  etc., 

Charles  Wilkes. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  ti.  Faeragdt,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  the  n'&«t  Gulf  Squadrtm., 


Report  of  Commander  Alden,  If.   S.  Navy,  senior  o^cer  IkIow  Port 

Biul^on,  requeetiny  inistructions  regarding  the  diapoeition  of  vessels  at 

that  point. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Below  Port  Eudson,  La.,  March  21,  1863. 

Sik:  Since  the  admiral  passed  above  the  fortifications  at  Port  Hudson 
DO  the  night  of  the  14th  instant  several  attempts  have  been  made  by 
the  army  to  communicate  with  him  across  the  land  fonniug  the  bend 
of  the  river.  A  point  necessary  for  that  purpose  has  been  gained,  but 
the  admiral  was  nowhere  to  be  seen,  and  judging  from  the  fact  that  sev- 
eral steamers  from  Red  River  have  since  yesterday  visited  Port  Hudson 
I  am  satisfied  that  he  has  gonehigher  up,  perhaps  to  Vicksburg.  Under 
thej*e  circumstances,  lieing  entirely  cut  off  from  communication  with 
tlie  admii-al,  I  feel  it  mv  duty,  having  moat  reluctantly  given  up  the 
idea  of  making  any  further  attempt  to  join  him,  owing  to  the  crippled 
condition  of  this  ship,  to  repoit  to  you,  the  second  in  command  in  the 
fleet,  for  instructions. 

It  is  proposed  to  withdraw  the  arinv  from  here  soon,  1  ti'ust  it  will 
not  be  done,  however,  till  the  admiral  has  had  sufficient  time  to  return 
to  the  point  named  above,  which  I  am  sure  he  will  do  in  a  few  days. 

I  have  now  here  with  me  the  Jifommf/ahela,  with  a  defect  in  one  of 
her  crank  pins,  the  heating  of  which  prevented  her  getting  by  the 


I 
I 
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forts.  The  (Jeiiest^e  and  Minolta  in  good  condition,  also  the  Essex,  with 
the  Mortar  Flotilla.  As  there  is  no  prospect  of  our  making  another 
attack  upon  Port  Hudson  soon,  would  it  not  be  well  to  drop  the  mor- 
tar vessels  down  as  far  as  Baton  Rouge? 

One  or  two  vessels  here  or  at  Baton  Rouge  would  be  quite  suflScient 
to  watch  the  enemy;  the  rest  might  be  withdrawn  if  they  are  required 
elsewhere. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Commodore  H.  W.  Morris, 

Commandmg  U,  S.  S,  Pe/isacola,  and  Senior  Officer^  New  Orleans, 

P.  S. — To  show  you  that  there  is  a  fraudulent  attempt  to  conceal  a 
defect  in  one  of  the  crank  pins  of  the  engines  of  the  ifonongahela^  I 
herewith  enclose  }■  ou  the  copy  of  a  report  of  a  board  of  officers  ordered 
by  me  to  investigate  the  same. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

James  Alden, 

Commander* 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  requesir 

ing  the  services  of  a  transport. 

War  Department, 

Washington  City^  March  ^5,  1863. 

Sir:  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  inform  me  whether  you  can  fur- 
nish convoy  to  a  transport  taking  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Ullmann  in  New  Orleans;  and^if  so,  how  soon. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  oft/te  Nary,  Washington^  D,  C 

[Endorsement.] 

The  Dejmrtment  has  not  vessels  at  the  present  time  to  convoy.  If 
General  LUmann  keeps  inside  of  the  Gulr  Stream  and  near  the  coast 
as  far  as  Key  West  he  will  be  in  the  cruising  ground  of  our  men- 
of-war. 


R*yport  of  Commander  Alden.  U.  S.  Navy^  nenior  officer  helow  Port 

Hudson^  regarding  affairs  at  that  point. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Below  Port  Hudnon,  La.,  March  23,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  inform  you  that  wo  have  lost  both  bower 
anchors  since  we  came  up  here — one  on  the  night  of  the  action,  with  45 
fathoms  chain,  which  we  were  compelled  to  slip  to  avoid  the  burning 
Mississippi,  and  the  other  this  morning  in  a  heav^'^  squall  from  the 
southward  and  westward,  jmrting  the  jews-harp  or  ring  of  the  anchor. 

W'ill  you  be  pleased  to  send  us  one,  at  least,  as  soon  as  practicable  if 
The  weight  should  be  from  (),000  to  7,000  pounds,  including  the  stock. 

The  Monongahela  has  just  gone  on  a  trial  trip  to  see  if  tne  difficulty 
with  one  of  her  crank  pins  has  been  remedied. 
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We  hear  nothing  from  the  admiral.  The  enclosed  paper  is  from  a 
free  mulatto,  who  lives  up  on  False  [Fausse]  River.  I  navie  employed 
him  to  watch  between  that  point  and  Red  River  and  to  bring  me  any 
information  he  can  get  from  the  flagship.  He  has  been  nearly  to  Red 
River  once  and  returned.  1  expect  him  again  very  soon.  1  have  no 
doubt  that  the  admiral  has  gone  to  Vicksburg,  from  the  fact  that  three 
or  four  steamers  with  supplies  came  down  to  Port  Hudson  two  or 
three  days  ago.  Their  stay  there,  however,  was  uncomfortable  and 
short,  made  so  by  the  long-range  rifle  guns  of  the  Monongahda  and 
Genesee;  indeed,  they  were  driven  away  from  under  the  guns  of  Port 
Hudson  most  effectually,  so  that  there  has  been  none  tnere  for  two 
days. 

The  expeditionary  force  from  the  Army  is  still  here.     I  have  re- 
quested them  to  remain  long  enough  to  give  the  admiral  a  chance  to 
return  from  Vicksburg,  as  I  think  he  will  like  to  rejoin  the  fleet  below, 
leavingthe  Hartford U>  blockade  Red  River. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Commodore  H.  W.  Morris. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell^   U.   S.  Naiyy^  forwarding  letters  from 

French  consular  ojicer. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  March  «5,  1863. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  for  your  disposal  seven  letters*  from  Mon- 
sieur Th^ron,  late  consular  agent  for  France.  Some  of  these  letters 
are  addressed  to  high  dignitaries,  and  one  or  two  are  apparently  of  a 
private  character,  though  the  stamp  of  the  vice-consul  of  France  is 
u{)on  them  all.  Ho  apprised  me  on  the  8th  of  February  of  his  dis- 
missal by  Mr.  Davis.  1  shall  be  glad  when  so  great  a  pest  is  out  of 
the  land. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Cojndg,  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron^  ^ew  Orleans^  La. 


Report  of  Captain  Goldshorough,  IL  S.  JSavy^  of  the  capture  of  the 

schoontr  Clara,  frma  Havana. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  C'oLoiiADO, 

OffMolih,  March  ^25,  1863, 

Sir:  The  U.  S.  gunboat  Kanaioha  this  day  captured  the  schooner 
Clura.,  from  Havana,  with  a  general  cargo,  while  attempting  to  run 
the  blockade  at  this  port. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Comdg,  U.  S.  S.  Colorado^  and  Senioi'  Officer  off  Mobile. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

^^^f^mmmm^mm^m^^mmtmmm  i    ■   ■  .i   ■     ■■■■        >il^■  ^»  ..i-^,—  -,.     —  .  __  ■■—■■»■■■  ^—      ■!  ■■■■■■  i  ^w^—— i^w^p— ^w^W^ 

*  Not  found. 
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Report  of  Com/inodctre  Hitchcock^  U.  S.  Navy^.cowATiandvng  at  Penaor 
coia^  urging  the  need  of  mcreaaed  force  of  men  and  vessels. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 
Pensacola  Bay^  March  25,  186S. 

Sir:  The  condition  of  affairs  in  this  scjuadron  forces  upon  me  the 
necessity  of  retaining  men  on  board  this  ship  whose  times  have  expired. 
I  have  reported  the  circumstance  to  Admiral  Farragut,  but  as  com- 
munication with  him  is  now  cut  off,  can  not  receive  a  reply;  even  our 
communication  with  New  Orleans  is  rare  and  uncertain. 

Accompanying  this  is  a  statement  of  the  expiration  of  times  of  the 
crew  for  the  next  three  months.  You  will  see  by  it  that  nearly  all  of 
the  petty  officers  of  this  ship  will  be  entitled  to  return  home.  Their 
places  can  not  be  filled.  We  have  not  received  a  man  on  board  this 
ship  since  1  have  had  the  command  above  the  rate  of  landsman.  Three 
of  our  guns  have  to  be  manned  by  the  marine  guard. 

Every  vessel  in  this  division  of  the  squadron,  except  the  two  last 
arrived,  are  short  of  men.  There  are  now  in  this  port  seven  vessels, 
not  any  of  them  fully  manned;  one  of  them  (the  Anderson)  has  been 
here  for  months,  not  able  to  go  to  sea  from  want  of  men.  PoUmiac 
only  able  to  man  five  or  six  guns.  The  town  of  Pensacola  has  just 
been  evacuated  by  the  anny.  Under  all  these  circumstances  I  trust 
that  the  Navy  Department  will  approve  of  my  retaining  the  men 
whose  time  has  expired. 

More  vessels  are  required  in  this  division  of  the  squadron.     The 

trunboats  off  Mobile  have  been  on  such  constant  service  that  the  repairs 
lave  been  only  such  as  were  imperatively  necessary.  The  number 
has  been  too  small  to  spare  any  from  Mobile.  Shortly  a  number  of 
them  will  have  to  be  taKen  off  for  repairs,  if  they  do  not  break  down 
entirely. 

The  Pocahontas  has  just  come  in  with  almost  the  whole  bottom  of 
her  boilers  gone.  She  also  leaks  badly  at  her  bow  near  the  garboard 
streak  (22  inches  per  hour  when  underway).  She  is  not  fit  for  the 
service  of  blockade. 

There  is  strong  evidence  that  an  attack  will  be  made  by  the  rebel 
force  at  Mobile  when  they  get  their  ironclads  down  f rom  Selma  and 
Montgomery.  That  our  force  should  be  strengthened  is  to  me  very 
evident.  Some  of  our  gunboats  can  not  make  7  knots,  and  all  of  them 
require  repairs,  which,  as  I  have  said,  can  not  be  given  them  from 
the  force  not  being  adequate  to  the  duty  required  of  them. 

This  ship  I  have  reported  as  inefficient  again  and  again.  We  have 
done  all  that  it  is  possible  to  do  with  the  means  in  our  power,  but  her 
defects  are  beyona  our  means  to  remedy.  She  is  almost  useless,  still 
counting  for  her  number  of  guns. 

Verj'  respectfully,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

R.  B.  KiTCHcocg, 
Commodore^  Comdg,  Dl visum   West  Gulf  Blockdg,  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secret^iry  of  the  Navy. 
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Orthr  of  Captain  Smithy  V.  S,  Namj^  to  Lieutenant  Schley^  U.  8. 
Nairy^  to  report  for  duty  on  hoard  the  U.  S.  S.  Richmond. 

U.  S.  S.  MONONGAHELA, 

Near  Port  Hudson,  March  26,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  report  to  Captain  James  Alden,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Richmond,  for  duty  on  board  that  vessel. 
Very  respectfully, 

M.  Smith, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Lieutenant  W.  S.  Schley. 


Order  of  Captain  Sunith,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenunt-  Commander  Dana, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  report  jf^or  duty  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Monongahda. 

U.  S.  S.  MONONGAHELA, 

Near  Port  Hudson,  March  26,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  report  without  delay  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Monongor 
hda  for  duty. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  Smith, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Lieutenant-Commander  W.  H.  Dana. 


Order  of  Captain  Smith,    U.   S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 

Macomb,  U.  o.  Na/vy,  to  return  to  anchorage. 

U.  S.  S.  MONONGAHELA, 

Near  Port  Hudson,  March  26, 1863. 

Sir:  You  will  return  to  this  anchorage. 
Very  respectfully, 

M.  Smfth, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Wm.  H.  Macomb. 


Orders  for  ttuipicJcet  hoat, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Lackawanna, 

Of  Mohile,  March  '27,  1863. 

The  boat  to  be  well  manned  and  armed;  to  cany  a  compass,  kedge, 
lead  line,  water,  blue  light,  and  Coston  signal  No  3. 

She  will  leave  the  ship  (weather  permitting)  every  even  day  of  the 
month  after  sundown,  and  go  alongside  of  the  picket  gunboat.  When 
dark,  so  as  not  to  be  seen  from  shore,  she  will  pull  in  (being  governed 
bv  wind,  tide,  and  weather)  toward  Sand  Island  and  anchor  in  the 
channel  way  to  keep  a  bright  lookout  for  vessels  or  boats  coming  out 
of  the  harbor. 

Should  a  steamer  or  a  sailing  vessel  be  coming  out,  the  picket  boat 
will  burn  a  blue  light.     If  two  or  more  steamers  are  coming  out,  then 
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she  will  burn  Coston  No.  8,  takingcarotorunsecurely  into  shoal  water 
before  making  the  signal. 
The  boat  will  return  to  the  ship  by  daylight. 

J.  B.  Marghand, 

Captain. 

Lettei^from  tlie  Seorttary  of  the  2favy  to  the  Secretary  of  War^  regret- 
ttng  his  InahiViiy  to  furuiah  rot  troy  fur  a  irG7iR]>orf  for  troops  of 
Brigadier' General  Ulhnann^  U,  S.  Army, 

Navy  Department,  March  S7j  186S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  25th  instant  and  to  state  in  reply  that  the  Department  has  not  at 
the  present  time  a  vessel  to  convoy  a  transport  taking  the  command 
of  Brigjidier-Geueral  Ullmann  to  New  Orleans.  If  General  UUmann 
will  keep  inside  of  the  Gulf  Stream,  and  near  the  coast  as  far  as  Key 
West,  he  will  be  in  the  cruising  ground  of  our  men-of-war. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Se<Tetaty  of  War. 


Report  of  Commodore  liell^  [\   S.  JVavy^  regarding  general  matters. 

V .  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Of  Galrri^toiu  March  ^7,  1863. 

Sir:  The  steamer  Honduras^  on  her  way  from  the  Rio  Grande  to 
New  Orleans,  gives  me  an  oj)p)rtunity  to  forward  a  letter  to  you. 

Ploase  receive  herewith  a  duplicate  copy  of  my  dispatch  to  vou  by 
the  coal  bark  Brilliant^  which  left  here  on  the  lJ)th  for  New  Orleans 
via  Sjibine  River. 

You  will  find  requisitions  enclosed  from  the  paymaster,  engineer, 
surgeon,  and  master.  1  have  eight  days'  full  rations  of  beef  and  pork, 
))ut  am  on  half  rations  on  the  linHtklyn, 

The  engineer  reports  KM)  tons  coal  on  board  to-day. 

i  shall  nold  on  to  the  bhn'kade  as  long  as  I  can,  and  then  proceed  to 
South  West  Pass  for  supplies;  but  I  trust  there  will  l)e  no  necessity 
for  leaving. 

The  gunboats  have  on  l)oard  at  this  time  from  four  to  five  weeks' 
supplies. 

1  see  nothing  of  the  Harriet  Lane^  though  1  have  every  reason  for 
Iwlieving  she  is  in  the  ))ay  above  Red  Fish  Hank  [Bar], 

liesides  the  relapses  of  old  cases  of  intermittent  fever,  there  are 
several  new  cases  Oi'currin^,  and  our  quinine  is  nearly  exhausted. 
We  want  a  good  supnl>'  of  tnat  article. 

The  schooner  Rachel  Seaman  arrived  on  the  20th  and  she  is  now  on 
blockade  otf  Matagorda. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ol)edient  sen^ant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodcre. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Fakragut, 

Oorndg.  West  Ovlf  Blockading  Squadron^  New  OrUans^  La* 
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Report  of  Conwwdore  BM^  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  distvthul  coTiditvyii 

of  affairs  at  Matunioj*as, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveaton,  March  27,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  a  letter  from  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  F.  Wade, 
commanding  U.  S.  bark  Arthur,  dated  off  the  Kio  Grande.  He 
informs  me  that  there  are  92  vessels  lying  off  the  Rio  Grande,  and 
that  he  fouled  one  of  them  in  a  norther,  carrying  away  the  Arthur^s 
bobstays,  cathead,  and  all  her  head  gear,  and"  is  coming  here  to  have 
his  repairs  made.  I  fear  I  have  not  suitable  rope.  He  states  that 
they  threaten  to  capture  him  by  fitting  up  a  cotton  barricade,  and 
expresses  his  apprehension  as  to  the  consequences.  The  fact  is,  these 
sailing  vessels  seem  to  consider  resistitnce  to  cotton  bales  as  quite 
useless. 

Captain  Wade  has  also  forwarfed  to  me  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
C.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras,  expressing  great  apprehensions  of  the 
Texans  attacking  Matamoras  for  the  sake  of  the  plunder,  as  the  gov- 
ernor of  Matamoras  has  received  a  threatening  letter  from  General 
Bee,  the  Texan  commander,  since  the  release  of  Colonel  Davis.  If 
they  should  attack,  may  not  this  be  the  first  step  toward  a  French 
alliance  or  French  interposition?  No  man-of-war  of  any  nation  is 
there  at  present. 

I  think  of  sending  a  gunboat  down  for  a  short  time,  as  I  hear  by 
private  sources  that  the  Texans  captured  an  American  schooner  off 
the  Rio  Grande,  in  Mexican  waters,  a  few  days  ago,  and  that  they  are 
fitting  out  a  privateer  at  Brazos  St.  Jago  [Santiago].  At  the  same 
time  1  don't  see  that  we  can  keep  her  there,  supplying  her  many 
demands  on  short  notice.  I  am  sure  a  gunboat  is  not  a  proper  kind 
of  vessel  for  that  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  F:  rragut, 

Coindg,    We^t  Gulf  Blockading  Squudro?},  New  Orleans^  La, 


Report  of  Brigadier- General  Sherman,    TL   S,   Army,  cmnmanding 
•    aef eases  of  JS eic  Orleans^  regarding  expedition  to  Wadeshoro  Landing, 
in  PoncKatoula  Rir^er. 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

March  27,  1S63. 

Colonel:  In  reply  to  the  verbal  directions  of  Major-General  Banks, 
conveyed  b}-  one  of  his  aids  this  morning,  I  have  the  honor  to  stiite 
that  no  official  report  has  yet  been  received  from  Colonel  Clark,  Sixth 
Michigan,  in  command  of  the  expedition  to  Ponchatoula,  but  for  the 
immediate  information  of  the  general,  which  I  have  received  from  a 
pencil  note  from  Colonel  Clark  and  from  otlicers  just  from  his  com- 
mand, I  can  furnish  him  the  outlines.     *     *     * 

On  that  day  [March  23]  the  Sixth  Michigan  Regiment  was  put  on 
a  little  steamer  {Savery)  and  three  small  schooners,  sent  up  from  New 
Orleans  for  that  purpose  and  escorted  by  the  little  gunboat  Barrataria 
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(two  ^uns),  ascended  the  Ponchatoula  to  Wadesboro  Landing,  a  point 
3  miles  from  a  village  of  that  name. 

******* 

After  some  smart  skirmishing  on  all  sides,  conducted,  as  I  under- 
stand, in  admirable  order,  the  enemy,  which  was  found  to  consist  of 
three  companies  of  cavalry,  was  entirel}^  routed  and  driven  oflF.  Not 
a  person  appears  to  have  been  killed  on  our  side,  though  Colonel 
Clark  reports  6  wounded.  What  loss  the  enemy  sustained  I  have  not 
learned,  except  1  officer  and  4  privates  taken  prisoners. 

******* 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Irwin, 

Assistant  Adjutant- OeneraZ^  Department  of  the  Gulf 

New  Orleans^  La. 

P.  S. — I  should  have  stated  also  that  the  schooner  Corypheus  (two 
guns)  accompanied  the  expedition  and  covered  the  North  Kuss  during 
the  operation  at  Ponchatoula. 


Report  of  Captain  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy^  requesting  a  survey  on  the 

U.  o.  S.  Monongaheta, 

U.  S.  S.  MONONGAHELA, 

Off  New  Orleans,  March  28, 1863. 

Sir:  1  respectfully  request  that  a  survey  may  be  ordered  upon  the 
machinery,  hull,  rigging,  spars,  and  gun  carriages  of  the  tJ.  S.  S. 
Monongahela  with  a  view  of  ascertainmg  what  repairs  are  indispen- 
sable in  the  several  departments  to  render  the  vessel  eflScient. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  Smith, 
Captain,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  W.  Morris, 

Commandiny  TJ,  S.  Naval  Forces  off  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commodore  Morris,  TJ.  8.  NaA)y,  senior  officer  West  Gvlf 
Squadron  in  the  absence  of  itear- Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
New  Orleans,  March  28,  1863. 

Sir:  In  the  absence  of  Admiral  Farragut  from  here,  who  is  now  in 
the  vicinity  of  Vicksburg,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows: 

He  instructed  me  before  leaving  here  to  open  all  his  dispatches,  and 
to  act  for  him  upon  such  of  them  as  I  could  execute.  He  assigned  to 
me  at  the  same  time  the  jurisdiction  and  control  of  all  the  matters 
appertaining  to  the  whole  squadron  in  this  river  below  Port  Hudson, 
as  well  as  of  those  vessels  stationed  at  the  other  blockading  stations  at 
Ship  Island  and  at  Pensacola. 
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In  pursuance  of  these  instructions,  I  have  acted  on  the  order  trans- 
tuittea  to  him  from  the  Department  in  relation  to  ordering  a  court  of 
enquiry  on  the  conduct  of  the  senior  officer  at  Mobile  Bar,  upon  the 
occasion  of  the  rebel  vessel  I^larida  running  past  the  blockading  force 
and  escaping  to  sea.  The  senior  officer  on  that  occasion  was  Commo- 
dore Rtioert  B.  Hitchcock,  of  the  steamer  Sugqitehanna.  I  have 
appointed  Commodore  William  Smith,  of  the  Pensacola  navy  yard,  to 
act  as  senior  officer  of  the  court.  I  have  also  ordered  Commodore 
Hitchcock  to  proceed  north  in  the  Susquehanna  as  soon  as  the  court 
of  enquiry  in  his  case  have  finished  it.  I  have  directed  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  be  forwarded  immediately  to  the  Department, 
and  a  duplicate  copy  of  them  to  the  admiral  here.  I  ordered  this  court 
to  be  held  now.  as  I  deemed  it  very  important  for  the  Susquehanna 
to  go  north  as  soon  as  practicable,  whicn  could  not  be  done  until  the 
court  had  been  held  on  Commodore  Hitchcock. 

Lieutenant-Commanders  Law  and  Wilson  are  detained  here  wait- 
ing for  an  order  from  the  Department  to  try  them  by  a  court-martial 
for  their  conduct  at  Galveston  on  the  occasidn  of  the  capture  of  the 
Harriet  Lane.  They  are  verj'  desirous  to  be  sent  north,  as  they  say 
all  the  witnesses  in  their  cases  have  been  sent  there.  Should  the  order 
for  their  trial  arrive  here  liefore  the  return  of  the  admiral  to  this 
place,  I  do  not  see  how  I  can  order  a  court  for  their  trial,  as  I  have 
not  now  officers  here  senior  to  them  to  form  a  court,  and  probably 
will  not  have  when  the  order  arrives.  Will  the  Department  please  to 
instruct  me  what  I  shall  do  with  them? 

Surgeon  Maccoun,  of  the  Mississippi  fri^te,  and  her  chief  engineer, 
W.  H.  Rutherford,  are  here,  unattaclicd  to  any  vessel.  There  is  not 
now,  and  there  may  not  be,  any  vessel  wanting  officers  of  their  grade 
to  which  to  oi'der  them.  Surgeon  Maccoun  is  very  desirous  to  be 
permitted  to  go  north,  but  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  permit  him  to  go, 
unless  a  pubhc  necessity  requires  that  he  should  be  sent. 

The  late  crew  of  the  Mississippi  are  located  for  the  present  on  board 
the  different  vessels  of  the  squadron  in  this  river  for  temporary  resi- 
dence. I  have  been  obliged  to  order  the  paymasters  of  these  vessels 
to  issue  to  them  such  clothing  and  other  necessaries  as  their  destitute 
condition  required.  I  ordered  Paymaster  C.  P.  Wallach  to  go  north 
and  procure  their  accounts  and  return  here  with  them  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable. In  the  meantime  I  transfer  them  to  other  vessels  as  they  are 
wanted  to  dll  existing  vacancies  in  them,  I  dispose  of  the  officers  of 
that  vessel  and  of  the  gunboat  Kinsrium,  lately  sunk  at  Berwick  Bay, 
in  the  same  manner. 

The  Mirrumoahtla,  and  probably  the  Richvurnd,  will  have  to  come 
down  here  to  nave  their  damages  repaired,  received  in  the  battle  at 
Port  Hudson.  The  Kineo  is  now  here  haviug  hers  repaired.  The 
Kutahdin  is  now  here  undergoing  repaire  to  her  boilers.  The  Brook- 
lyn is  expected  to  arrive  here  every  day  for  the  same  purpose  from 
Galveston. 

The  expenses  of  the  ordnance  storehouse  here  are  very  great.  These 
and  other  expenses  for  repairs  and  the  purchase  of  necessary  supplies 
for  the  vessels  of  this  squadron,  as  well  as  the  money  necessary  for  the 
pay  of  officers  and  the  pttiyment  of  ration  and  grog  money  to  the  crews, 
constmie  the  funds  sent  out  here  very  rapidly.  The  admiral  owes  a 
large  sum  to  General  Banks — $60,000,  I  tnink — which  is  still  unpaid. 
I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  $200,000  be  sent  out  as  early  as 
practicable  to  meet  these  expenses. 


iry  commtini 
i  illness  of  Ciipbiiii  M'cKinatry,  wh 
now  in  the  hospital  here  from  a  severe  contusion  received  in  hia  1^  in 
the  liattle  of  Port  llndson.  When  Captain  MeKinstry  recovers,  wBich 
will  be  in  about  a  niontb  from  now.  will  tbr  Ofparlmontploase  instruct 
me  as  to  whttt  (lisimsition  llicv  "isli  lo  ho  nimln  nf  Captain  Smith f 

March  JJ.— I  i-i-givi  {•>  iiil'wrui  tJif  ni'|mrlnii'i!l  Unit  I  am  in  receirt 
of  a  telegraphic  disjmtili  I'mni  I'nTwit'k  liiiv  irit'niniiiifi:  me  of  t lie  cad 
ture  ot the  U.  S.  S.  J>>\n>.i  by  Hi.-  eiioTuy  in  the  Atrlmfuliiya  River  whiir_ 
niakingai-econnoissance  there.  Herconinmmlrr,  Acting  MaaterfT.  L.] 
Peterson,  and  her  executive  officer,  name  unknown,  were  killed.  1 
have  not  yet  received  a  dotailed  report  of  her  capture.  1  immediately 
dispatched  the  steamer  Clifton  into  Berwick  Bay  and  ordered  the  giiU'_- 
boat  Sacheni  to  proceed  tfiere  also.  I  have  just  received  anothertelq 
graphic  dispatch  informing  me  that  the  Sachem,  on  her  passage  aroun*' 
tiprung  a  leak  and  is  now  returning  in  a  sinking  condition. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  W.  Mokbis, 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

loftlieNwvy^  Washington.,  D.  G. 


Extract  from  report  of  Brigadier-  General  Gnyver^  V,  S.  Army,  wn 
numdtng  Fourth  Dariffion,  ofoperalioTis,  March  ^6- April  SO,  1863, 


HEAOgUARTERS   FoURTH  DivisroN, 

Barre''s  Landing,  La.,  May  2,  1863,-  | 

Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  pursuant  to  instructions  from  t 
headquarters  of  the  Nineteentli  Arm^'  Corps,  my  division  commend 
embarkation  on  transport  at  Baton  Rouge  for  Donaldson ville  ( 
March  ^6.     •     *     • 

On  the  9th  [April]  it  again  marched  and  encamped  at  Brashear  Cit^j 
where  it  awaited  transportation  by  water.  Here  1  received  orders  fc 
embark  the  division  upon  the  gunboats  Eetrella,  Clifton,  Arizom 
and  Calltoun,  under  Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke,  and  such  tram 
ports  as  could  at  the  time  be  obtained,  and  sail  up  through  Berwiofcl 
Bay  into  Grand  Lake  and  to  endeavor  to  effect  a  landing  on  its  south- 
westwrn  shore  at  Madam  Porter's  plantation,  or  some  other  more 
convenient  point  beyond,  and  there  debarking  to  march  to  the  Bayou 
Teche,  cross,  if  possible,  and  move  upon  Franklin  on  the  south  side, 
with  a  view  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  rebel  garrison  at  (!amp  Bisland; 
or,  in  the  event  of  their  holding  their  position  in  their  fortiGcations, 
to  attJick  them  in  the  rear.  *  ■  *  It  was  not  till  late  in  the  even- 
ing of  the  nth  instant  that  the  division  was  entirely  embarked. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  sailed  at  3  a.  m.  on  the  next  morning, 
but  a  heavy  fog  settled  over  the  bajr  during  the  night  and  delayed  our 
departure  until  8  a.  m..  when  we  sailed  up  the  bay,  the  Clifton  lead- 
ing. Nothing  of  consequence  occurred  in  our  course  until  11:30  a.  m., 
when  the  Arizona  grounded  off  Cypress  Island.  Every  means  of  pos- 
sible application  were  at  once  used  to  get  her  afloat,  but  without  effect, 
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and  at  3:30  p.  m.  she  was  left  and  the  flotilla  proceeded  on  its  destina- 
tion and  dro|)ped  anchor  off  Madam  Porter's  plantation  about  7:30  p.  m. 
A  reconuoitering  part}",  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fiske,  First  Loui- 
siana Volunteers,  was  at  once  landed  in  the  ships^  boats  and  the  road 
and  landing  thoroughly  examined.  In  about  two  hours  this  party 
returned,  finding  the  road  utterly  impassable  for  even  infantry,  the 
lake  for  some  cause,  having  overflowed  the  greater  part  of  it.  The 
Clifton  immediately  weighed  anchor,  and  sailing  around  the  point 
about  6  miles  farther,  came  to  anchor  at  what  is  known  as  Mc Williams' 
plantation. 

******* 

I  learn  that  the  enemy  had  obtained  information  through  their  scouts 
of  the  passage  of  the  flotilla  and  transports  by  Centreville,  but  a  short 
distance  from  Camp  Bisland,  the  day  before,  but  had  no  information 
as  to  the  force  under  my  command.  Immediately  a  courier  was  dis- 
patched to  Butte-a-la-Rose  with  oixiers  for  the  rebel  gunboat  Queeti  of 
the  West,  and  any  others  available,  to  move  down  into  the  lake  and 
attack  us  by  water,  while  a  small  force  of  cavalry  and  artillery  from 
Camp  Bisland,  and  another  small  force  of  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artil- 
lery from  New  Iberia,  was  ordered  to  observe  our  movements  and 
dispute  our  landing.  These  forces  did  not,  however,  have  time  to 
effect  a  junction  before  our  advance  giiard,  under  General  Dwight. 
had  succeeded  in  taking  up  a  strong  position  which  perfectly  covered 
it.  Neither  did  their  gunboats  arrive  until  after  we  had  cut  our  con- 
nection with  the  landing,  and  then  only  to  meet  with  discomfiture  and 
the  loss  of  the  Queen  of  tfie  West     ♦    ♦    ♦ 

Careful  reconnoissances  were  now  made  on  our  front  and  flank. 
The  enemy  was  found  to  have  taken  up  a  new  and  still  stronger  posi- 
tion, his  right  supported  by  the  gunboat  Diana^  but  the  greater  por- 
tion of  his  force  was  massed  on  his  left,  opposite  my  right,  and  in 
such  a  position  as  to  render  the  cutting  of  his  line  of  retreat  impos- 
sible.    ♦    *    * 

The  gunboat  Diana  commenced  moving  up  slowly.  I  immediately 
made  preparations  to  receive  her.  Niras'  battery  was  placed  in  posi- 
tion to  open  upon  the  Dlana^  and  two  companies  of  sharpshooters 
from  the  Thirteenth  Connecticut  placed  in  good  position  to  pick  off 
cannoneers.     *     *     * 

The  Diana  kept  up  a  constant  cross  fire  upon  our  position;  but  as 
the  enem}^  after  some  delay,  showed  no  further  disposition  to  attack, 
I  ordered  an  advance  on  both  fronts,  whereupon  the  enemy  immedi- 
ately retired.  The  Dmna  dropped  down  the  stream  a  short  distance 
and  was  blown  up  and  fired.  A  rebel  transport,  which  had  early  in 
the  day  brought  up  reinforcements  to  the  enemy  was  also  burned. 
Very  shortly  after  the  retrejit  from  my  front  Captain  Perkins'  cavalry, 
from  General  Banks'  column,  entered  Franklin.  *  *  * 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  Grover^ 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding  Division, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Richard  B.  Irwin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral^  Nineteenth  Ai'my  Corps. 
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Otdar  of  Commodore  Morris,  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant- Coinnumd^  \ 
Choke,  U.  S.  Nairij,  regarding  cooperation  with  Brigadi.er-  General  1 
Weitsd,  U.  S.  Army. 

U.  S.  S.  PensacOla, 
iVW  Orleans,  March  27, 1863. 
SiK :  Upon  the   requisition  of  General  Bunks,  I  have  ordered  the  j 
Suchem  and  the   Clifian  into  Berwick  Bay,  to  reinforce  you  against  j 
an  apprehended  attack  from  the  Wdih  and  Queen  of  the  Went. 

1  wish  those  two  vessels  to  be  released  from  this  temporary  duty, 
when   their  services  can  be  dispensed  with.     Please  inform  me  by  J 
teleeraph  when  you  can  spare  them  from  there. 

\  ou  will  consult  with  General  Weitzel  and  afford  him  all  assistance  j 
in  yourpower. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H&NBT   W.  MOBBIS, 

Cotnmodore  and  Senior  OJficer. 
Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Estrella,  and  Senior  Officer,  Berwick  Bay. 


Capture  of  the  U.  8.  S.  Diana  in  Atchafalaya  River,  March  SS,186S.  { 
Beport  of  Lies tenBat-CDmiu antler  Cooke,  U.  8,  Ntvy,  oommandiug  id  Berwick  itj. 

U,  S.  Gunboat  Estrella, 

Berwick  Boy,  Morch  30,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  28th  instant  the  Diana  was  sent 
into  Grand  I^ake  on  a  reconnoissance  with  Lieutenant  Allen,  of  Gen- 
ei-al  Weitzel's  staif,  and  two  companies  of  infantry  on  board.  She 
was  oidered  to  proceed  down  the  Atcbafalaya  River  as  far  as  the 
mouth  of  the  Teche  and  return  by  the  lake.  Disobeying  this  order, 
Captain  Peterson  attempted  to  return  to  Berwick  Bav  by  way  of  the 
Atchafalaya.  After  passing  the  mouth  of  the  Teche  "he  was  attacked 
from  shoi'o  by  field  pieces  and  sharpshooters.  The  men  fought  well, 
the  action  lastingtwo  hours  and  three-quarters.  Early  in  theenga^- 
ment  Captain  Peterson  was  killed,  and  his  executive  officer.  Acting 
Master  Hall,  mortallv  wounded,  also  Master's  Mate  Dolliver.  leav- 
ing but  one  officer.  Master's  Mate  Weston,  who  behaved  with  the 
utmost  bravery.  The  tiller  ropes  were  shot  away,  the  engines  disabled, 
and  she  linally  drifted  ashore,  when  it  was  impossible  to  fight  or 
defend  her  longer,  and  she  ultimately  surrendered  to  the  enemy.  As 
soon  as  the  firing  was  heard  at  the  bay,  the  Calhoun  was  sent  into  the 
lake  to  ascertain  the  cause.  She  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Atchafa- 
laya, where  she  grounded  and  remained  until  midnight. 

Several  of  the  crew  of  the  Diana  who  escaped  reached  the  Calhoun 
and  informed  Captain  Jordan  that  the  Diana  nad  l>een  captured  in  the 
Atchafalaya  River,  near  Patterson ville.  Captain  Jordan,  lightened 
his  vessel  by  throwing  overboard  a  portion  of  his  coal,  ammunition, 
and  provisions  and  reached  the  bay  at  i  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  29th 
instant.  The  Estrella  had  gone  below  with  a  pilot  for  the  Sachem  and 
CH/lon. 


J 
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I  have  heard  few  particulars,  but  will  send  you  a  more  detailed 
account  of  the  affair  as  soon  as  it  can  be  obtained. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  Cooke, 
Lieut,  Commander^  U,  S.  Navy^  Comdg.  Forces^  Berwick  Bay. 

Commodore  Henry  W.  Morris, 

Seniar  Officer^  Neto  Orleans^  La, 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Weitiel,  U.  8.  Army. 

Bayou  Boeuf,  March  28^  1863. 

General:  I  ordered  the  Diana  by  the  Grand  Lake  route  to  make 
a  reconnoissance.  I  sent  two  companies  of  infantry  and  one  of  my 
aids  to  make  it  secure.  Instead  of  taking  the  route  I  ordered,  for 
some  unaccountable  reason  they  went  by  the  Atchafalaya,  right  in  the 
teeth  of  the  enemy.  I  believe  she  and  all  on  board  are  gone.  The 
Calhoun^  going  to  her  relief,  got  aground;  went  without  a  pilot, 
because  Government  drove  off  all  our  pilots  by  insufficiency  of  pay. 
The  Estrella  started  down  to  pilot  in  the  boats  and  is  40  miles  on. 
The  wind  is  favorable  to  get  the  Oalhaun  off,  but  unfavorable  to  com- 
municate with  the  Est/rdUi.  Just  hurry  on  the  Indiana  battery  with 
ammunition  and  I  am  right,  even  if  they  get  all  my  boats. 

G.  Weitzel, 
Brigadier- General^  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

General  Banks. 


[Telegram.] 

Bayou  Boeuf,  March  «*,  1863. 

The  pilot  of  the  Diana  escaped;  Captain  Peterson  is  killed;  Lieu- 
tenant Allen,  my  aid,  is  wounded;  several  officers  killed  and  wounded. 
Gun}x)at  in  possession  of  the  enemy;  all  the  result  of  disobedience  of 
instructions. 

G.  Weftzel, 
Brigadier-  General^  U.  S.  Volunteers. 
General  Banks. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Jordan,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Calhonn,  regarding 

attempted  relief  by  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Calhoun, 

Berwick  Bay^  off  Brashear^  La.^  March  29^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  28th  instant,  whilst 
lying  at  the  wharf  at  Brashear  about  2  o'clock  p.  m. ,  heard  heavy 
tiring  up  Grand  Lake  toward  the  mouth  of  the  Atchafalaj^a,  which 
I  supposed  was  the  Diana  in  an  engagement  with  the  enemy,  as  she 
went  that  way.  Immediately  cast  off  from  the  wharf  to  go  to  her 
assistance.  I  ran  up  Grand  Lake  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Atchafa- 
laya, but,  seeing  nothing  of  nor  hearing  anything  from  the  Diana^ 
concluded  to  turn  around  and  proceed  to  the  bay.  And  whilst  turn- 
ing, the  Calhoun  ran  upon  sunken  logs  and  stopped;  reversed  the 
engine  and  endeavored  to  back  her  off  without  success. 
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Ran  out  hawsers  with  kedge  anchors  astern  and  tried  to  heave  her 
into  deep  water  without  effect.  At  7  sent  the  gig  in  charge  of  Mr. 
R.  C.  Bostwick  to  Brashear  for  assistance.  At  7: 15  three  men  arrived 
and  came  on  board  from  the  Diana  and  reported  that  the  Diana  was 
captured.  Knowing  the  position  the  vessel  [was]  in,  and  if  the  Diana 
came  out  and  attacked  us  we  would  be  compelled  to  destroy  the  boat 
or  be  captured,  decided  to  lighten  the  ship  by  throwing  overboard 
coal,  anchors,  chain  cable,  shot  and  shell,  water,  and  provisions,  the 
engine  constantly  working  at  the  kedge  anchor,  and  about  1  o'clock 
this  morning  succeeded  in  getting  her  afloat,  and  steamed  down  for 
the  bay;  had  proceeded  but  a  short  distance  when  we  met  the  gig  in 
charge  of  Mr.  Bostwick  returning  from  the  bay  without  any  assistance. 
We  arrived  and  made  fast  to  the  wharf  at  Brashear  at  2  o'clock  a.  m., 
where  the  news  of  the  capture  of  the  Diana  was  confirmed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  Jordan, 
Acting  Master^  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Foi'ces^  Berwick  Bay, 


Report  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Weston,  IT.  8.  Navy,  late  of  the  IT.  8.  8.  Diana. 

Camp  Bisland,  March  30, 1863. 

Sir:  With  mortification  I  have  to  announce  to  you  the  capture  of 
the  Diana.  The  action  lasted  for  two  hours  and  three-quarters,  when 
we  got  on  shore;  we  were  cut  up  terribly.  Captain  Peterson  was 
killed  in  the  early  part  of  the  action.  Mr.  DoUiver  was  killed,  Mr. 
Hall  wounded  and,  I  fear,  mortally.  We  all  did  our  utmost  to  get  off 
the  bank,  but  were  unable  to  do  so.  Finding  that  to  be  the  case,  and 
being  under  a  very  heavy  fire  without  being  able  to  return  it,  the  sur- 
viving ofiicers.  Lieutenant  Allen,  K.  W.  Mars,  chief  engineer,  and 
myself,  deemed  it  the  best  and  only  thing  to  do  was  to  surrender, 
which  we  accordingly-  did,  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Edward  Waller, 
Texas  volunteers. 

Our  killed  and  those  mortally  wounded  amounted  to  some  15  or  16. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Weston,  Jr., 
Acting  Ma^ter^s  Mate. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke. 


Report  of  Fleet  Sorgeon  Folti,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  casualties. 

New  Orleans,  May  22,  1863. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  the  following  casualties  on  board  the 
U.  S.  S.  Diana  during  her  engagement  with  the  rebel  forces  on  the 
Atchafalaya  on  the  28th  of  March,  last.  The  list  has  just  been  re- 
ceived, viz: 

Killed. — Thomas  L.  Peterson,  acting  master;  Mini^  ball,  through 


head.     Robert  Crawford,  boatswain's  mate;  cannon  ball,  legs.     James 
Muiuford,  captain  forecastle;  cannon  hall,  clicst. 
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Wounded. — Patrick  Padden,  firvst-class  fireman;  gunshot  wound,  leg 
amputated.  John  Vicars,  second-class  fireman;  gunshot  wound,  abdo- 
men, slightly.  John  Cameron,  quartermaster;  gunshot  wound^  scalp, 
slierhtlv. 

Total,  6  killed;  3  wounded. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  FOLTZ, 

Jp'leet  Surgeon. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gxdf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Kaster'i  Mate  Weeton,  IT.  8.  Kavy,  late  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Diana,  for  the 

information  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

MiDDLEBORO,  Mass.,  Match  ^5, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the 
capture  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Diana^  Acting  Master  T.  L.  Peterson  in  com- 
mand, upon  the  Atchafalaya  River,  in  the  lower  part  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana. 

Upon  the  28th  of  March,  1863,  the  Diana^  taking  on  board  Lieu- 
tenant Allen,  of  Brigadier-General  Weitzel's  staff,  and  detail  of  men 
from  the  One  hundred  and  sixtieth  New  York  and  Twelfth  Connecticut 
Volunteers,  under  the  command  of  Captain  [Josiah  P.]  Jewett,  of  the 
One  hundred  and  sixtieth,  proceeded  up  through  the  foot  of  Grand 
Lake,  thence  through  into  the  Atchafalaya  River  upon  a  recon- 
noissance. 

We  had  partly  accomplished  our  object,  and  were  returning  to  Ber- 
wick Bay,  when,  just  below  the  town  of  Pattersonville,  we  came  upon 
a  force  of  the  enemy,  comprising  about  500  men  and  five  pieces  of 
artillery.  They  were  a  part  of  Colonel  Waller's  battalion  and  the 
Valve rae  batter}\ 

Thej^  were  posted  in  a  very  strong  position,  behind  the  levees  of  the 
river. 

We  immediately  opened  fire  and  the  action  commenced.  At  the 
first  volley  we  received,  Acting  Master  Peterson,  in  command,  was 
shot  through  the  heart,  killing  him  instantly.  A  few  moments  after, 
the  senior  master's  mate  was  mortally  wounded.  The  command  then 
devolved  upon  me. 

I  saw  at  once  that  the  enemy  had  every  advantage,  and  we  had  fallen 
into  a  trap.  1  endeavored,  however,  to  make  the  best  of  it  and  extri- 
cate myself  if  possible. 

The  boat  was  casemated  forward  and  upon  the  sides  around  her 
boilers,  but  there  was  no  protection  aft,  and  at  any  moment  a  shot 
from  that  quarter  was  liable  to  enter  her  boilers. 

When  the  action  commenced  we  were  going  downstream.  I  imme- 
diately turned  the  boat  around,  head  upstream,  and  commenced  back- 
ing down,  returning  the  enemy's  fire  with  vigor  and  execution. 

The  enemy  had  every  advantage  of  position.  The  river  was  very 
low  and  narrow  and  the  banks  high.  The  enemy  lying  down  upon  the 
ground  and  leveling  their  rifles  over  the  bank,  were  able  to  pour  a 
most  withering  fire  down  upon  our  deck,  which  was  entirely  unprotected. 

The  wind  was  blowing  very  fresh  at  right  angles  with  the  river,  and 
it  was  very  difficult  to  keep  Iier  in  the  channel  while  backing  down. 
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Our  wheel  ropes  were  cut  by  the  shot  soon  after  the  action  com- 
menced, and  before  I  had  time  to  repair  them  the  wheel  itself  was 
partially  shot  away.  We  thus  had  to  manage  her  entirely  with  the 
engines. 

The  action  had  now  been  going  [on]  for  about  an  hour  and  I  had 
great  hopes  of  saving  the  boat,  but  soon  after  this  a  shell  entered  the 
enjrino  room  and,  exploding,  took  oflF  the  leg  of  one  of  the  firemen, 
killing  Mr.  McNallj',  one  of  our  engineers,  and  cutting  our  escape 
pipes  m  the  engine  room,  rendering  it  almost  impossible  for  anyone 
to  live  there. 

The  engineers,  Mr.  R.  W.  Mars,  third  assistant  in  charge,  witli  Mr. 
K.  M.  McLaughlin  and  Mr.  William  Johnson,  stood  bravely  to  their 
iK)stH  and  did  everything  possible  to  keep  the  boat  in  the  channel. 
Hut.  it  WHS  u  very  hard  matter  to  keep  her  in  the  channel  before  she 
was  disabled,  and  aftor  she  becimie  so  it  was  impossible,  as  it  soon 
)rov(»d,  for  in  trying  to  double  a  bend  in  the  river  she  grounded  very 
UMivily  upon  the  leo  })ank.  We  instantly  reversed  our  engines  and 
us«mI  ovorv  available  means  to  get  her  off.  But  although  we  tried 
evorv  possible  means,  we  could  not  start  her. 

Up  to  this  time,  for  two  hours  and  fifteen  minutes,  it  had  been  a 
very  warmly  contestiHl  engagement,  and  I  think  up  to  this  time  the 
t»nt»mv  had  sulTered  as  severelj^  in  the  loss  of  men  as  we,  notwithstand- 
ing tliey  had  every  advantage  in  position  and  numbers.  As  soon  as 
the  eneiny  saw  we  were  hard  aground  they  limbered  up  their  artillery 
and  went  down  below  us,  where,  taking  up  their  position,  they  openra 
a  vc»ry  precise,  deliberate,  and  consequently  a  very  destructive  fire, 
compietelj'  riddling  the  boat  at  every  discharge.  We  were,  from  our 
position,  unable  to  bring  a  gun  to  bear  upon  them.  We  continued  to 
use  every  possible  means  to  get  the  boat  off  for  about  a  half  an  hour 
longer,  when,  finding  it  impossible  to  do  so  as  long  as  the  wind  con- 
tinued so  fresh  from  the  quarter  in  which  it  was,and  oeing  under  a  very 
heavy  fire,  unable  to  return  it,  and  suffering  very  severely  from  the 
effects  of  it,  I  considered  the  only  alternative  left  me  was  a  useless 
slaughter  of  m}^  men  or  a  surrender,  and  with  extreme  reluctance,  at 
half  past  4  p.  m.,  being  disabled  and  aground,  unable  to  get  off,  under 
a  heavy  and  very  destructive  fire,  I  was  obliged  to  surrender  to  Major 
Boone,  [of]  Waller's  battalion,  commanding  the  rebel  forces  engaged. 
The  action  commenced  at  half  past  1  p.  m.  The  oflBcers  and  men 
behaved  with  great  gallantry,  all  doing  tneir  duty  bravely  and  w  ell. 

Our  loss  was  33  killed  and  wounded,  among  them  seven  officers,  all  of 
whom  were  killed  or  have  since  died  of  wounds  received  in  the  action. 

The  enemy's  loss,  as  I  was  afterwards  informed,  was  some  40  killed 
and  woundecl. 

Upon  the  day  after  the  engagement  our  men,  both  soldiers  and  sea- 
men, were  paroled.  The  officers,  of  whom  there  were  3  of  the  Army 
and  3  engineers  and  myself  of  the  Navv,  were  held  as  prisoners  of  war. 

The  army  officers  were  exchanged  last  July;  those  of  the  Navy 
uiH>n  the  15th  of  the  last  month,  and  I  have  taken  this,  the  earliest 
opiK>rtunity,  to  forward  to  you  the  report  of  the  capture  of  the  Diana, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Weston,  Jr., 

Acting  Master^s  Mate^  U.  S.  Nmyy^  formerly  of  the  V.  S.  8.  Duma. 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

ISecretai^  of  the  Namy. 
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March  ^8, 1863. — After  we  returned  to  Berwick  the  Diana  went  up 
Grand  Lake.  We  heard  heavy  firing  in  the  direction  of  the  Teche, 
so  we  got  underway  and  went  np  the  lake  instead  of  the  Teche.  We 
got  aground  off  Bayou  Sorrel;  backed,  Ijacked,  backed;  ran  out  a  kedse 
and  brought  the  cable  to  paddle-wheel  shaft  and  backed  and  hove  t}ie 
kodge  home.  Jordan  was  excited;  ran  the  guns  aft  and  ked^ed  and 
hacked  as  before.  At  dark  Bostwick  was  sent  in  a  cutter  to  Berwick 
for  the  Estrella  and  Diana  to  come  to  our  relief.  About  7 :15  three 
of  the  Diana's  crew  came  on  board  in  a  skiflF  which  thev  bad  stolen 
and  reported  the  Diana  captured  near  PatterMnville,  ana  they  three 
escaped  and  went  through  the  plantation  and  the  swamps  to  the  lake, 
where  they  saw  the  CaUtoun..  Had  we  gone  into  the  Teche  we 
would  have  saved  the  Diana,  for  the  rebel  battery  concealed  in  the 
cane  field  had  waited  until  she  passed;  then  they  fired  into  the 
unarmored  side  of  her  casemate  {tne  rear),  crippling  the  machinery 
and  steering  gear.  She  drifted  ashore  and  the  rebels  had  her  at 
their  mercy.  Captain  Petei-son  and  others  were  killed.  We  feel 
particularly  badly,  for  our  Mr.  Mars  was  on  board.  I  shall  always 
think  that  we  could  have  driven  off  that  rebel  lottery  and  saved  her 
bad  we  gone  into  the  Teche  instead  of  the  lake.  After  the  three  sailors 
came  from  thS  shore  Captain  Jordan  seemed  very  nervous  and  excited. 
In  Older  to  lighten  the  ship  he  threw  overboaid  the  starboard  anchor 
and  both  chains,  provisions,  solid  shot,  empty  shell,  our  spare  crank 
pin,  anvil,  and  our  supply  of  fresh  water.  And  at  midnight  we  were 
still  aground  and  backing  hard. 

March  29. — Got  ship  afloat  about  1  a.  m.  and  returned  to  Brashear 
City.  Coaled  ship  promptly.  Went  up,  but  rebels  stopfped]  us  at  the 
head  of  the  bay,  but  let  us  go  on  later  to  Pattersonville.  We  brought 
back  some  of  the  Diana's  wounded.  Here  our  army  has  passed 
through  this  country,  capturing  every  armed  force,  and  yet  rebels 
enougn  are  left  to  capture  the  Diana.  Captain  Cooke  had  ordered 
Captain  Peterson  to  go  up  the  lake,  reconnoiter,  and  return  same  war, 
but  be  had  disobeyed  his  orders  and  entered  the  river  at  mouth  of  the 
Teche  and  was  captured. 


BepoTt  of  Major-Oaneral  Tsylor,  C.  S,  Army. 

Headquarters, 
N^ear  Bencick  Bay^  La.,  March  38,  1863. 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  Federal  gunboat  Diana 
at  this  point  to-dav.    She  mounted  five  heavy  guns.    Boat  not  seriously 
injured,   and  wiJl   be  immediately  put  in  service.     Enemy's  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded  and  prisoners,  150. 

B.  Taylor, 

Major-  General.. 

Report  of  Commodori  Bell,  U.  S.  Jfain/,  regarding  the  withdrawal  of 
the  U.  S.  bark  Arthvr  for  repairs. 

V.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Of  Galveston,  March  30,  1863. 
Sib;  In  my  letter  of  the  27tb  by  the  Honduras  I  informed  you  that 
tJje  bark  Arthur  had  ruH  fotii  of  a  aohooner  and  damoigeQ.  Vct^l 
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iiiiitcrially  and  wiis  on  her  way  here  for  repaii's.  She  arrived  on  the 
28th,  auci  after  an  examination  of  her  I  find  it  necessary  to  send  her 
to  Pensacola  to  undergo  repairs.  Iler  cutwater  is  torn  off  as  low  as 
the  water  line  and  below  that  for  several  feet  shivered  into  splinters. 
There  is  but  little  wood  left  for  the  bobstay  plates,  and  the  bowsprit 
is  very  insecure  in  consequence;  cathead  broken  otf  and  the  bolts  for 
bowsprit  shrouds  and  jib  gu3's  gone.  She  must  have  another  galley 
before  she  comes  to  sen  again. 

I  should  be  glad  to  have  the  Anderson  or  Kittatinny  in  her  place,  as 
the  ports  to  the  southward  are  left  open  by  this  mishap.  1  am  taking 
out  her  provisions,  which  will  supply  me  for  ten  days,  and  shall  send 
the  Oivasco  to  look  out  there  for  a  few  days,  although  the  coal  can  l)e 
but  illy  spared  for  so  long  a  run,  there  and  back. 

I  forwarded  by  the  IfondurnH  requisitions  for  provisions  and  coal  for 
the  Brook'ltjn  an&  five  gunboats.     1  trust  they  are  on  their  way. 

A  screw  steamer,  called  j\lelviUe^  belonging  to  (xeneral  Goicouria, 
has  arrived  at  the  Kio  Grande  from  New  Orleans,  having  a  stern-wheel 
steamer  (drawing  3  feet  water)  in  tow  to  run  the  Rio  Grande.  It  is 
useless  to  say  everv  steamer  on  that  river  will  be  taken  by  the  Texans 
whenever  they  wish  to  use  them  and  for  whatever  purpose. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Cbminodore. 

Reiir-Admiral  I),  (t.  Farragut, 

Cnnuhj,  AVf'st  GvJf  lUifcladimj  Sqiuidroh^  JS\in  Orleans^  La. 


Ordrr  of  Conunodore  lidL  U,  S,  Xonj^  fn  Oornmajuh'r  Mnllany^  ZL  S. 
X(n:y.  romuutudihfj  U.  &\  S.  Ii/r/irdf(\  m/ardlng  the  C,  S.  S. 
Harriet  Laiie, 

U.  S.  Steam  8ix)op  Brooklyn, 

Of  Gidvf^tntu  April  i,  1863. 
Sir:  The  steamer  ILirrut  Ijwe  is  believed  to  be  still  in  Galveston 
waters.  There  are  various  reports  about  her,  but  all  of  them  agree 
that  her  masts  are  out.  She  is  reported  as  lying  above  Red  Fish  mnk 
[Bar]  near  Buffalo  Bayou  and  also  as  lying  at  one  of  the  wharves  of 
Galveston.  This  may  be  so,  and  tliat  she  has  been  latterly  brought 
down  the  bav.  We  observe  from  our  tops  a  large  smokestack  behind 
the  lower  wharf,  which  some  persons  take  to  be  hers. 

It  is  of  the  first  importance  that  the  Harriet  Lane  shall  not  escape 
to  sea,  and  the  blockading  vessels  off  the  bar  arc  expected  to  prevent 
her  coming  out. 

Ver\'  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 
Connnander  J.  K.  M.  Mullany, 

Ccmunandiny  f\  S,  S.  Bie)irilh\  ojf  Gaivesfo/i^  7e.c. 


Capture  of  the  British  schooner  Tampico^  April  3^  1863. 
Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Bead,  U.  S.  Navy,  oommanding  IT.  8.  8.  New  London. 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ix)ndon, 
Off  Sabine  Pa^s,  Te,v,.  April  3,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  morning  i»l)out  1  o'clock  a 
vessel  was  discovered  attemi)ting  to  run  the  blockade  out  of  t^ubiuo 
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Pass.  The  New  London  and  Cayuga  at  once  gave  chase,  and  at  day- 
Ueht  the  vessel  was  overhauled  and  found  to  be  the  English  schooner 
Tampico^  bound  to  the  Belize,  [Honduras],  with  112  bales  of  cotton.     A 

Erize  officer  and  crew  were  put  on  board  by  Lieutenant-Commander 
>.  A.  McDermut,  of  the  Cayuga^  and  the  prize  sent  to  New  Orleans 
for  adjudication. 

Accompan34ng  this  I  transmit  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this 
vessel  who  are  entitled  to  prize  money. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Read, 
Lieutenant'  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Waahimjton^  D,  C. 


Report  of  Lieatenant-Commander  McDermut,  U.  8.  Navy,  eommandiiig  IT.  8.  8.  Cayuga. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Cayuga, 
Off  Sabine  PaHB,  Tex.,  April  3,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  morning  shortly  after  mid- 
night a  sail  was  discovered  in  the  neighborhood  of  flie  bar  off  this  port, 
standing  to  the  southward.  Chase  was  immediately  given  by  the  New 
London  and  the  Cayuga,  and  the  vessel,  after  a  pursuit  of  four  hours, 
overhauled  bv  the  latter. 

The  chase  proved  to  be  the  British  schooner  Tampico,  of  70  tons, 
Thomas  Paulsen,  master,  and  S.  J.  Nagle,  agent  for  the  carg'o,  both 
claiming  to  be  British  subjects.  They  acknowledge  that  their  vessel 
had  just  run  the  blockade  from  Sabine  Pass.  The  crew  of  five  men, 
by  the  shipping  articles,  are  foreigners.  The  cargo  consists  of  112 
bales  of  cotton,  averaging  more  than  500  pounds  to  the  bale.  The 
only  colors  found  was  a  British  ensign.  The  papers  found  on  board 
are  as  follows: 

One  provisional  remster,  certified  by  her  British  Majesty's  consul  at 
Tampico,  declaring  the  vessel  the  property  of  David  Leitch  Jolly,  a 
British  subject  resident  at  Tampico. 

One  shipping  articles:  One  mate  and  four  deck  hands. 

One  bill  of  lading:  One  hundred  and  twelve  bales  of  cotton.  Dated 
Sabine  Pass,  Marcn  20,  1863.     Signed  by  the  master. 

One  copy  of  do.  [bill  of  lading]  signed  by  the  master. 

One  bill  of  health. 

One  certificate  of  her  British  Majesty's  consul  at  Galveston,  showing 
that  the  schooner  7tf7/?y>/6y>  entered  the  port  of  Sabine  in  August,  1862, 
and  at  the  date  of  31st  January,  1863,  had,  in  consequence  of  the 
blockade,  been  unable  to  leave  that  port. 

No  log  book  had  been  coinmeiuecf. 

One  letter  of  advice  to  Fredk.  lluth  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  enclosing 
duplicate  invoice  and  bill  of  lading;  signed  Ball,  Hutchmgs  &  Co. 

>Vith  prize  master.  Acting  Master's  Mate  W.  W.  Patten,  and  prize 
crew  of  six  men,  and  the  master's  mate,  supercargo,  and  one  ot  the 
crew  of  the  captured  vessel,  1  have  sent  the  prize  to  the  order  of  the 
prize  court  established  at  New  Orleans  for  adjudication,  with  directions 
to  the  prize  master  also  to  report  to  the  senior  United  States  naval 
officer  commanding  off  that  city. 
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The  value  of  the  cotton,  including  various  charges,  as  it  appears  by 
the  invoice  is,  at  Sabine  Cit}',  $16,054.83. 

I  am,  very  respectfull}^  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  A.  McDehmut, 
LUndtnan f- Commander^  Cayuga. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Wa^hhujtcm  ^  V.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy,  traxumitting  letter 
from  the  British  minister  and  protest  of  the  master  of  the  schooner. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May '29,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  copy 
of  a  communication  of  the  27th  instant,  addressed  to  this  Demrtment 
by  Lord  Lyons,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  British  schooner  lampico^ 
which  vessel,  it  appears,  was  cuptured  by  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Cayuga 
on  the  3d  of  April  last. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  AV.  Seward, 
Acting  Secretary. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  th^,  N^avy. 

[Endorflement.] 

Have  we  a  report  of  the  capture  of  the  Tanipux),  or  communications 
relative  to  the  within,  or  proceedings  at  New  Orleans  or  New  York? 

W. 

[Enclosure.] 

Washington,  May  27,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  j'ou,  in  original,  a  protest  made 
by  the  master,  mate,  and  supercargo  of  the  Britisn  schooner  Tampico^ 
which  appears  to  have  been  captured  by  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Cayvga  on 
the  3d  of  last  mouth. 

1  am  particularly  desirous  to  call  your  attention  to  the  statement 
made  in  the  protest  as  to  the  irregularity  of  the  proceeding  respecting 
the  vessel  and  cargo,  and  as  to  the  long  detention  of  the  master,  mate, 
supercargo,  and  crew. 

You  will  perceive  that  it  is  represented  that  the  schooner  and  her 
cargo  were  advertised  for  sale  at  New  Orleans  without  the  vessel  or 
cargo  having  been  libeled  or  proceeded  against  in  any  court  of  prize 
or  admii*alt\%  and  without  an}'  order  or  condemnation  or  proceeding 
emanating  from  any  judicial  tribunal,  and  that  the  master  and  crew 
were  sent  to  New  York  and  were  not  finally  discharged  until  the  13th 
of  this  month. 

I  bog  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  send  me  back  the  original  protest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Lyons. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward,  etc. 
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[Subeliclnilire.] 

United  States  of  Akierica, 

State  of  Nmo  York,  «s: 
By  this  public  instriiment  be  it  known  to  all  to  whom  the  sume  doth 
nr  may  concern  that  I,  Charles  Edwardt;,  a  public  notary  in  and  for 
the  State  of  New  York,  by  letters  patent  under  the  great  seal  of  the 
said  State,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn,  and  in  and  by  the  said  letters 
patent  invested  "  with  full  power  and  authority  to  attest  deeds,  wills, 
codicils,  agreements,  and  other  instruments  in  writing  and  to  admin- 
ister any  oath  or  oaths  to  any  person  or  persons,"  do  hereby  certify 
that  on  the  day  of  the  date  nereof,  before  me  personally  came  and 
appeared  Thomas  Paulsen,  master  of  the  British  schooner  Tamjnco, 
and  who,  on  the  16tb  day  of  May,  instant,  1863,  had  noted  herein  his 

gi-oteat  before  me,  and  with  him  now  come  Antonio  l^urence  and 
tephen  J.  Nagle,  supercargo  of  the  said  schooner  Tampico,  and  they 
each  being  by  ine  duly  sworn  on  the  holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God, 
did  depose  and  say  as  follows:  That  on  or  about  the  25th  day  of  March, 
1863,  tney  and  the  said  schooner  were  at  Sabine,  in  the  State  of  Texas, 
and  on  or  about  that  day  she  took  in  a  cargo  of  113  bales  of  cotton, 
the  property  of  Messrs,  l^rederick  Hutb  &Co.,of  Liverpool,  England, 
a  British  house,  composed  of  British  subjects,  and  shipped  through 
their  agents,  Messrs.  Ball,  Hatchings  &  Co.,  of  Houston,  in  Texas 
aforesaid,  and  the  said  cargo  being  under  charge  of  the  appearer, 
Stephen  J,  Na^le,  supercargo,  and  on  account  of  the  said  house  of 
Mesars.  Frederick  Hiith  &  Co.,  and  so  that  the  said  cargo  of  cotton 
might  be  reshipped  at  Belize,  Honduras,  to  the  said  Frederick  Huth  & 
Co.,  at  Liverpool  aforesaid. 

That  the  said  schooner  and  the  said  cargo  of  cotton  were  bound  on 
a  voyage  from  Sabine  aforesaid  to  the  neutral  port  of  Belize,  Honduraa, 
and  back  to  Matamoras,  another  neutral  port;  that  on  the  2d  day  of 
April  thereafter  (1863),  with  a  sufficient  crew  (five  in  number)  on 
board,  and  the  said  schooner  being  tight,  staunch,  and  strong,  and 
sufficiently  victualed  and  appareled,  and  wind  fair,  weighed  anchor 
and  started  on  the  said  voyage;  that  all  these  appearers,  as  well  as  all 
the  crew,  are  foreigners,  and  not  citizens  of  the  (Jnited  States;  that  at 
this  time  there  was  no  blockade  of  Sabine  nor  bad  there  been  for  cer- 
tainlv  from  twenty  to  twenty-four  hours  before;  nor  was  there  even  a 
single  United  States  vessel  of  war  in  sight.  The  next  morning,  the 
3d  day  of  said  April,  and  when  the  said  schooner  Tampitv  was  full  36 
miles  out  at  »ea  and  out  of  sight  of  land,  they  fell  in  with  the  U.  S. 
gunboat  (.'ayugn,  and  were  ordered  by  her  to  heave  to.  This  was  done 
and  an  officer  and  boat's  crew  came  off  from  the  said  gunboat  Oayuga 
to  the  said  schooner  Tampico,  and  the  said  officer  demanded  of  this 
master,  Thomas  Paulsen,  thepapers  and  letters  of  the  said  schooner. 
This  said  appearer,  Master  Tnomas  Paulsen,  gave  the  said  officer  to 
understand  that  the  said  schooner  was  a  British  vessel,  and  the  steward 
was  ordered  to  go  below  to  get  his  national  flag,  which  was  done,  and 
the  said  officer  was  informed  that  this  was  the  only  flag  the  vessel 
sailod  under,  and  such  officer  called  it  "a  damned  rag."  These  ap- 
pearers, Thomas  Paulsen,  master,  and  Stephen  J.  Nagle,  supercargo, 
were  then,  with  the  said  British  flag,  taken  on  board  the  said  U.  8. 
gimboat  Vayuffa.  There  they  were  aetained  until  5  p.  ni.  of  the  said 
3d  day  of  April.  They  were  then  returned  to  the  said  schooner  Tam- 
pico  in  custody  of  the  same  officer  and  a  prize  crew  and  taken  in  the 
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said  schooner  toward  the  port  of  Now  Orleans,  the  remaining  three 
being  detained  on  board  the  Cayuga.  On  the  voj-age  to  that  port  the 
said  schooner  experienced  a  strong  easterly  gale,  and  owing  to  the 
incapacity  of  the  prize  officer  on  board,  who  did  not  know  how  to  get 
the  schooner  under  easy  sail,  and  neglected  to  stop  the  chain  pipes  up, 
the  vessel  had  3  feet  of  water  in  her  hold.  This  appearer,  Stephen  J. 
Nagle,  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  day  of  said  April,  seeing  how  the 
vessel  was  laboring  and  taking  in  water,  requested  this  appearer, 
Thomas  Paulsen,  master,  to  give  the  necessary  orders  for  the  working 
of  the  vessel  and  the  safety  of  all  on  Iward.  And  this  was  done  (it,  in 
fact,  had  to  he  done). 

On  the  8th  day  of  same  April,  1863,  the  said  schooner  Tampico 
reached  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  when  all  these  appearers  and  two  of 
the  crew  were  tmnsf erred  to  the  U.  S.  steam  receiving  ship  Kensing- 
ton^ and  there  kept  as  prisoners,  not  allowed  to  leave  the  ship  or  to 
communicate  therefrom,  although  they  desired  to  do  so  and  especially 
this  appearer,  the  master,  Thomas  Paulsen,  desired  and  expressed  a 
wish  tx)  do  so,  so  that  he  might  make  protest  and  also  see  and  consult 
with  the  British  consul  there.  While  thej^  and  the  said  schooner  and 
cargo  were  thus  in  New  Orleans,  such  schooner  and  her  cargo  of  cotton 
were  advertised  for  sale  in  New  Orleans,  and  this  was  done  without 
having  the  said  schooner  or  cargo  libeled  or  proceeded  against  in  any 
court  of  prize  or  admiralty  of  anv  kind,  and  wdthout  any  order  or  con- 
demnation or  proceeding  emanating  from  any  judicial  tribunal,  so  far 
as  these  appearers  know,  have  been  informed,  and  believe. 

That  these  appearers,  Thomas  Paulsen,  master;  Laurence,  mate; 
Nagle,  supercargo,  and  the  cook,  were  transferred  to  the  U.  S.  S. 
Circassians  at  which  time  the  other  three  of  the  crew  were  also  put  on 
board  of  her,  and  all  brought  on  to  the  port  of  New  York,  although 
the  said  schooner  Tampico  and  her  said  cargo  of  cotton  were  at  New 
Orleans  and  where,  so  far  as  these  appearers  know,  they  both  still  are. 

That  thcvse  appearers  and  the  rest  of  the  crew  of  the  said  schooner 
arrived  on  board  the  said  U.  S.  S.  Circassian  in  the  said  port  of  New 
York  on  Saturday,  the  9th  dav  of  May,  instant  (1863),  ana  were  taken 
the  same  day  from  the  said  schooner  to  the  city  iail,  or  house  of  deten- 
tion, as  it  was  called  (in  the  city  of  New  York),  and  were  there  kept 
close  prisoners  until  about  8  o'clock  p.  m.  of  Monday,  the  11th  of  May, 
when  they  were  put  out,  it  being  said  to  them  that  they  were  not 
wanted;  that  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  day  of  the  same  May  they 
were  rearrested  and  on  the  next  day,  the  13tn  day  of  said  May,  were 
examined  separately  and  apait,  under  oath,  as  to  ver}^  many  written 
inten'ogatories,  after  which  they  were  again  sent  adrift  without  means 
or  any  accommodation  found  them. 

And  this  appearer,  the  said  master,  Thomas  Paulsen,  also  says  that 
the  said  schooner  Tampico^  immediately  before  the  voyage  from 
Sabine  Pass  aforesaid,  had  arrived  therein  before  any  blockade  what- 
ever had  occurred  there,  and  she  had  amongst  her  papers  a  certificate 
to  that  effect  signed  by  her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul  for  the  State  of 
Texas,  whose  consulate  is  at  the  port  of  Galveston,  in  Texas. 

Wherefore,  and  from  the  wrongs  and  injuries  aforesaid,  this 
appearer,  the  said  master,  Thomas  Paulsen,  hath  requested  me  to  pro- 
test, and  I,  the  said  notary,  at  his  request,  have  protested,  and  by  these 
presents  do  publicly  and  solemnly"  protest,  against  all  and  every  Gov- 
ernment officer,  official  agents  of,  or  acting  on  behalf  of  the  United 
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States  of  America,  person  or  persons  whom  it  doth,  shall,  or  may  con- 
cern, and  against  all  and  singular  the  wrongs,  forcible  conduct, 
imprisonment,  and  circumstances  alreadj*^  set  forth  in  the  foregoing 
declaration  on  oath,  for  all  manner  of  losses,  costs,  damages,  reprisal! 
demurrage,  charges,  expenses,  and  injuries  whatsoever  w^ich  the  said 
schooner  Tampico^  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture  and  her  cargo  on 
board,  and  the  freight  by  her  earned  or  to  be  earned,  or  either  or  any 
of  them,  or  any  part  thereof,  have  already  sustiiined  or  may  hereafter 
sustain  by  reason  or  means  of  the  foregoing  premises. 

Whereof  an  attestation  being  required,  1  have  granted  this  under  my 
notarial  firm  and  seal. 

Done  at  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  said  State  of  New  York,  the 
eighteenth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  I^ord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-three. 

In  prsemissorum  iidem. 

[seal.]  Charles  Edwards, 

S5  Fine  street^  New  York. 

Thos.  Paulsen. 

X  (the  mark  of  Antonio  Laurence). 

S.  J.  Nagle. 


Ltttor  from  the  Secretazy  of  the  navy  to  the  Secretary  of  State  afOrming  the  legaUty 

of  the  capture. 

Navy  Department,  June  5, 1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  2^Mli  ultimo  inviting  my  attention  to  a  copy  of  a  note  from  Lord 
Lyons,  accompanied  by  aprotest  of  the  master,  supercargo,  and  others 
of  the  British  schooner  Tampico^  in  reference  to  the  capture  of  that 
vessel  on  the  3d  of  April  last  by  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Cayuga  and  the 
subsequent  proceedings  in  the  case. 

In  reply  I  enclose  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander McUcrmut's  report  of  the  capture  of  the  Tampico^ 
dated  the  3d  of  April  last.  The  capture  was  certainly  a  legal  one. 
The  vessel  had  .succeeded  in  entering  a  blockaded  port,  had  there  taken 
in  a  cargo  of  cotton,  the  production  of  the  insurrectionary  States,  had 
been  unable  for  some  time  to  leave  port  in  consequence  of  the  stringency 
of  the  blockade,  and  when  she  attempted  egress  was  discovered,  chased, 
and  captured.  The  statements  of  the  protestants  that  the  port  of  Sabine 
was  not  blockaded,  that  no  vessel  of  war  was  in  sight  when  the  Taiapico 
passed  out,  and  that  they  '"fell  in  with'-  the  Caywja  some  distance  at 
sea,  must  be  incorrect.  The  gunboats  ( ^aywja  and  Nexn  London  were 
closely  watching  the  pass,  so  closely  that,  notwithstanding  the  Tampico 
selected  the  cover  of  night  to  elude  them,  she  was  discovered  and,  after 
a  long  chase,  captured. 

With  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  vessel,  cargo,  and  crew  the 
Department  has  received  no  information  excepting  a  paragraph  in  a 
letter  from  Commodore  Morris,  senior  officer  at  New  Orleans,  report- 
ing the  arrival  of  the  7J^/;>//>/cvv  there  and  stating  that  she  was  toounsea- 
worthy  to  be  sent  to  Key  West,  and  that  he  had  ordered  an  appi*aisal 
of  her  with  a  view  to  her  sal(\  and  that  he  would  send  her  cargo,  prize 
master,  crew,  and  papers  in  tlie  case  to  iSew  York.  He  availea  him- 
self of  the  first  supply  and  passenger  steamer  going  north  (the  Circas- 
&ian)  to  do  this. 


I  apprehend  there  was  no  iitmvoidable  delay  with  regard  to  the  n 
ter  and  others  of  the  vessel,  and  that  they  were  not  detained  longer  in  I 
New  York  than  was  necessary  or  usual  in  such  case^.     The  case  is  now,  J 
or  I  presume  will  be,  in  the  hands  of  the  prize  court  at  New  York,  to  J 
which  Commodore  Morris  stated  he  would  send  it. 
Very  respectfully. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tn-e  Jfavy. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Report  of  Cmnmodm-e  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  a. 
lyn,  of  arrival  at  South  I 


manding  V.  S.  S.  Brooh-  A 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Bhookltn. 

Off  South  We^t  Pass,  April  i,  1863. 

Sir:  I  arrived  in  the  Brooklyn  off  the  South  West  Pass  at  5  o'clock 
p.  m.  yesterday  from  (ialveston,  having  on  board  nothing  but  50  tons 
coal  and  eight  days' provisions,  and  yet  stuck  on  the  bar.  She  got  off 
without  difficulty.  This  morning  I  tiied  it  again,  and  am  hard  and  fast 
on  one  of  the  outside  lumps.  Tue  experiment  convinces  me  that  the 
Brooklyn  could  not  get  out  again  for  a  long  time,  if  she  were  wanted 
outside,  loaded  with  coal  and  three  months  provisions.  I  shall  there- 
fore proceed  to  Pensacola  to  do  her  repairs,  viz,  line  and  secure  her 
main  shaft,  repair  cylindei-s,  paU'h  boilers,  and  take  in  new  bowsprit, 
if  1  have  time.  As  soon  as  that  is  done  I  shall  return  to  the  coast  of 
Texas,  unless  1  receive  other  orders. 

The  Bienville,  Commander  J.  R.  M.  Muilany,  arrived  off  Galveston 
on  the  Slst  with  provisions  for  this  ship.  Deeming  her  sufhcicnt  for 
the  present  to  command  the  blockade,  with  the  assistance  of  the  gun- 
boats Owam'o,  Si.'iota,  and  Itasca  at  that  bar,  and  the  New  London,  and 
Cayufffi  at  Sabine,  I  decided  to  leave  Commander  Muilany  in  charge 
on  that  coast  and  also  to  leave  the  provisions  in  the  Bienville  for  sup- 
plyingthe  wants  of  the  gunboats.  I  accordingly  sailed  from  Galveston 
on  the  Ist  of  April,  touching  at  Sabine  and  Calcasieu  Pass,  where  I 
parted  with  the  New  London  and  Cayicga.  Night  before  last  I  spoke  j 
bark  Mary  C.  Portrf  on  her  way  to  Galveston  with  coal,  ' 

There  is  nothing  new  to  communicate.  I  was  compelled  to  send  the 
bark  Arthur  to  Peusacola  to  have  the  damages  repaired  which  she 
received  by  her  collision  with  schooner  Elizabeth,  leaving  nothing  on 
blockade  off  Lavaca  or  Matagorda.  My  letter  to  the  senior  officer  at 
Pensacola  requested  him  to  send  the  Anderiton  or  £ittatinny  to  take 
her  place.  ' 

Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.^Bell,^ 

Reer-Admiral_D,  G.  FASRAaDT, 

i  O'alf  Blockadiny  Sq^adTon^  Misaissippi  Biver. 


[TelBgnm.] 

U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn, 
i  West  Pan«,  April  i,,  1863—10:30  a.  m. 
Sir:  The  Brooklyn  lies  on  the  outside  bar.     Tug  St.  Charlea  assist- 
ing her.     The  Pox  is  in  sight  at  Pilot  Town,  lying  there. 
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I  have  45  tons  coal  and  seven  days'  prorisions.     Shall  have  coal 
enough  unless  I  burn  it  out  on  the  bar. 
1  snail  go  to  Pensacola  for  repairs  when  1  get  off. 
Left  BterwUle  off  Galveston. 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Cknimvodore. 
Commodore  Henry  W.  Morris, 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola^  New  Orlea/ns. 


[Telegraxn.]  „    ^    ^    « 

U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn, 
South  West  Fassy  April  6, 1863— 1  p.  m. 

I  am  afloat  and  wish  to  proceed  to  Pensacola  as  soon  as  I  can  get  20 
tons  coal.     Please  send  it  down  with  dispatch. 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 
Commodore  H.  W.  Morris, 

U.  S.  S.  Pensaeolay  New  Orleans, 


Order  of  Commodore  Morris^  O.  8,  Navy^  to  Liekitencmt-  Cormnander 
CooJce^  O.  S.  Navy^  to  cooperate  with  Brigadiei'-Oeneral  Weitzel^ 
U.  S.  Army^  in  strengthenvng  the  defenses  oj  Berwick  Bay, 

IT.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
New  Orleans^  April  6, 1863. 

Sir:  The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  dispatch  received  by  me  this 
day  from  General  Banks: 

In  addition  to  the  ^nboats  now  at  Berwick  Bay,  CaUwun.  EstreUa,  and  Clifton^ 
there  are  important  reasons  for  strengthening  temporarily  its  defenses  by  land  bat- 
teries and  cotton  boats.  I  desire  to  ask  if  you  could  detail  an  experienced  officer  to 
puperintend  this  defense  by  preparation  of  the  cotton  boats,  etc. 

This  dispatch  does  not  state  whether  the  cotton  boats  are  to  be  fitted 
up  here  or  in  Berwick  Bay.  Consult  with  (Jeneral  Weitzel,  and  if 
they  are  to  be  fitted  up  there,  afford  him  all  the  assistance  you  can  to 
do  so.  If  they  are  to  oe  fitted  up  here,  I  will  detail  an  oflBcer  to  attend 
to  it 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  W.  Morris, 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke, 

Coinmanding  U.  S.  S.  Estrella^  Benoick  Bay. 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Farra- 
guty  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  disposal  of  reinforcements. 

Navy  Department,  ApAl  6^  1863. 

Sir:  Reports  constantly  reach  the  Department  anticipating  an  attack 
off  Mobile,  and  representing  the  insuflSciency  of  the  naval  force  at  that 

Eoint.    The  Department  trusts  that  you  will  have  some  of  your 
eaviest  ships  there,  and  for  a  senior  officer  one  who  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  run  at  an  ironclad.     The  Department  would  ask  whether  you 
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should  prefer  that  the  ironclads  sent  to  you  go  to  Mobile  or  New 
Orleans.  If  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Porter  can  hold  the  river  between 
Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  Mobile  should  first  be  attacked  and  Pen- 
sacola  be  the  rendezvous  for  the  vessels  and  munitions.  If  he  can  not, 
and  Port  Hudson  can  be  taken  by  the  ironclads,  it  would  be  be«t  to 
attack  this  place  first,  so  as  to  give  us  command  of  the  river,  and  in 
that  event  the  monitors  and  munitions  should  go  to  New  Orleans 
direct.  After  consulting  with  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  you  will 
immediately  inform  the  Department,  l)y  telegraph  in  cipher,  whether 
the  vessels  shall  be  sent  to  Pensacola  or  New  Orleans;  also  give  the 
information  more  fully  in  your  dispatches. 

The  Department  is  of  opinion  that  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter  can 
hold  the  river  between  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  now  that  his 
expeditions  have  returned,  and  that  consequently  you  should  go  l>elow 
as  early  as  practicable,  lest  the  disasters  anticipated  by  Commodore 
Hitchcock  take  place. 

The  Department  expects  you  to  carry  out  its  instructions  at  an  early 
date  relative  to  a  court-martial  upon  the  disgraceful  affair  at  Galves- 
ton. From  all  the  reports  laid  before  the  Department  it  does  not 
appear  clear  that  Commodore  Bell  might  not  have  fairly  risked  an 
attempt  to  recapture  that  place.  A  court  of  enquiry  should  enquire 
into  this  matter  and  the  escape  of  the  Florida^  in  justice  to  the  senior 
officer  at  each  place. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Coininanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrm}. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Hear- Admiral  Farragut^  U.  S. 
Navy ^  for  information  regarding  the  reported  entertainment  by  Com- 
modore Bell  of  Confederate  oncers. 

Navy  Department,  April  6j  1S63, 

Sir:  The  Department  is  informed  that  in  the  latter  part  of  Janu- 
ary, Commodore  Bell,  while  lyin^  off  Galveston  in  the  Brooklyn^ 
entertained  some  rebel  officers  in  his  cabin. 

On  that  occasion  he  sent  to  the  wardroom  mess  for  the  loan  of  dishes 
or  articles  of  that  sort,  which  the  officei's  of  the  wardroom  refused, 
saying  that  they  were  at  the  service  of  the  commodore,  but  could  not 
be  used  for  the  entertainment  of  guests  of  such  a  character.  It  is 
further  stated  that  these  visits  were  of  frequent  oi*currence,  and  also 
that  the  crew  were  ordered  to  pipe  the  rebel  officers  off,  whicli  the}' 
refused  to  do. 

The  Department  is  also  informed  that  when  the  news  was  })rought 

to  Commodore  Bell  of  the  distress,  etc.,  of  the  2{arning  Lights  it  was 

la.  m.,  and  yet  no  assistance  was  sent  before  10  a.  m.  of  the  same 

day,  though  there  were  other  vessels  within  hailing  and  signal  distance. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Cominanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Sqxuidron. 
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Private  letter  from  the  Assistant  Sccretartj  of  the  Nai>y  to  Commodore 
RowiW^  ZL  S.  JVavi/^  regarding  opei^atums  in  the  G^df  of  Mexico. 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  6, 1863. 

Dear  Rowan:  The  more  I  think  of  it  the  more  I  see  the  imperative 
necessity  of  sending  the  Roanoke  to  Mobile.  Before  we  can  get  our 
ironclacfs  there  I  fear  disaster.  Buchanan  has  several  ironclads  in  the 
harbor.  He  is  a  good  officer,  and  desperate  from  his  dismissal  after 
begging  on  his  knees  to  be  allowed  to  withdraw  his  resignation.  If 
you  tale  your  draft  ca.refully  when  you  go  to  the  yard,  and  as  the 
stores  go  in,  you  will  be  able  to  know  how  much  you  can  lighten. 
There  is  another  point.  You  know  or  can  learn  from  George  W, 
Blunt  the  process  that  is  used  on  the  coast  of  New  Jersey  to  throw  a 
line  to  a  stranded  vessel  by  means  of  a  mortar.  It  strikes  me  that  a 
small  grapnel  might  be  thrown  several  hundred  yards  ahead,  and 
hauled  in  so  as  to  break  the  connections  of  thoir  torpedoes.  A  small 
charge  of  powder,  a  wooden  sabot,  a  grapnel  and  chain  fast  to  a  line, 
fii'ed  from  the  XV-inch  gun,  are  all  the  elements.     I  advise  you  to 

Srepare  these  arrangements,  for  you  certainly  will  find  torpedoes  near 
ort  Morgan.  The  Ticonderoga  might  go  down  with  you  direct. 
You  must  report  officially  to  Lenthall  your  draft  as  soon  as  you  get 
to  the  gun  and  as  you.progress,  and  I  wish  with  that  information  you 
would  carefully  examine  the  chart  and  let  me  know  your  views  upon 
the  subject.  Charleston  will  probably  be  attacked  to-morrow,  and  if 
we  are  successful  the  prestige  of  that  affair  will  give  us  all  the  other 
forts;  if  we  fail,  there  is  serious  work  before  us.  The  ironclads  go 
from  Charleston  to  the  Gulf,  but  if  your  noble  ship  can  go  in,  it  will 
be  child's  play.  If  you  can  not  go  in,  beyond  doubt  the  other  pro- 
gramme must  be  carried  out,  and  in  this  latter  matter  your  great 
draft  will  prevent  you  from  doing  the  lion's  share.  Do  not  breathe  a 
word  of  this  Mobile  matter  to  a  living  soul;  it  rests  entirely  between 
you  and  me.  Finally,  I  beg  of  you  to  use  the  utmost  exertions  to 
get  ready  for  sea,  as  so  much  and  such  great  interests  are  staked  upon 
time,  the  important  element  in  war.  A  trial  trip  can  be  made  to 
Hampton  Koads.  But  first  let  me  know  if  you  feel  perfectly  sure  of 
crossing  Mobile  bar. 

Sincerelv,  vours, 

G.  V.  Fox. 

Destruction  (fthi^V,  S\  jS.  /jdrruftrria  In  Lule  Maurepan  April7 ^  ISGS. 

Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Perkins,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

On  Board  L^  S.  Yacht  Corypheus, 

Lake  Pontchartrain^  April  9,  1863. 

Sir:  It  is  with  regret  that  I  have  Uy  report  to  you  the  destruction 
oi  the  U.  8.  ironclad  liarrataria  at  the  mouth  of  the  Amite  River,  in 
Lake  Maurepas,  under  the  following  circumstances:  At  6  a.  m.  on  the 
morning  of  the  7th  instant,  left  the  South  Pass,  Manchac  bridge,  under 
orders  from  General  Sherman  and  C\>lonel  [Thomas  S.]  Clark,  of  the 
Sixth  Regiment  Michigan  Volunteers,  commanding. 

Expedition  on  a  reconnoissance  in  Lake  Maurepas,  we  steamed  over 
toward  the  River  Amite,  intending  to  examine  its  mouth;  the  pilot, 
Mr.  John  Robinson,  stating  that  there  was  at  all  times  5  feet  of  water 


on  ihe  bar  and  our  draft  being  3  feet  6  inches.  Wheii  on  the  bar  sh*! 
struck  on  a  suukeu  snag,  lifting  her  bows  some  2  feet  out  of  water;  ' 
the  engines  were  immediately  stopped  and  reversed,  but  without  avail. 
The  depth  of  water  at  this  point  waa  8  feet.  I  then  ran  an  anchor 
astern  and  did  everything  in  my  power  to  haul  her  off,  I  had  stores 
and  ammunition  shifted  from  forward  aft.  At  2  p.  m.  Mr.  Gregory, 
acting  master's  mate,  and  the  pilot,  with  1  men,  went  on  shore  to  cut 
a  tree  for  the  purpose  of  lifting  her  bows  off  the  snag,  and  as  they 
were  returning  on  board  they  were  fired  at  by  a  party  of  guerrillas 
lying  hid  behind  trees  and  bushes.  One  man  was  wounded  seriously 
in  the  right  arm.  1  at  once  called  the  gmi's  crew  to  quarters  ana 
commenced  shelling  the  woods.  As  we  were  but  about  50  j'ards  from 
the  shore  I  ordered  the  forward  gun  to  be  loft  and  use  the  after  one, 
as  it  was  useless  to  expose  the  men  to  the  galling  tire  of  musketry 
which  the  enemy  were  firing  at  us.  I  would  here  mention  that  I  had  on 
board  Colonel  Clark,  Captain  Corden,  Lieutenant  James  A.  Ellis,  andlO 
privates  of  the  Sixth  Regiment  Michigan  Volunteers,  who  assisted  with 
their  rifles  to  the  best  advantage.  After  a  short  engagement  of  a'xiut 
half  an  hour,  the  firing  ceased  on  the  enemy's  side  and  we  again  tried 
to  get  the  vessel  afloat.  I  ordered  everything  that  would  tend  to 
lighten  her  to  be  thrown  overboard,  and  then  ran  out  another  anchor 
on  the  starboard  quarter  and  hove  taut  on  the  lines,  but  could  not  start 
her,  the  engines  backing  with  140  pounds  steam  on.  1  then  took  the 
line  to  our  stern  wheel  and  tried  to  heave  her  off  with  the  engines,  but 
without  avail.  After  consulting  Colonel  Clark  and  my  officer,  it  waa 
decided  to  spike  the  forward  gun  and  heave  it  overboard  to  lighten 
her  forward,  as  it  was  getting  dark  and  expecting  that  the  enemy 
would  bring  down  a  large  force  and  try  and  capture  the  vessel.  1 
then  hove  again  on  the  lines,  but  coidd  not  start  her.  As  a  last  resort 
the  water  was  blown  out  of  the  boiler  for  the  purpose  of  lightening 
her,  but  she  still  stuck  fast.  I  again  consulted  witn  all  the  officers  on 
board,  and,  not  wishing  to  surrender  the  vessel  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  it  was  decided  to  set  fire  to  her  and  leave  her  under  cover  of 
darkness.  At  6:30  p.  m,  got  all  my  men  into  the  boats  after  getting 
all  ready  for  firing  her  and  sjnking  the  after  gun,  then  shoved  off. 
Mr.  Gregory  then  lit  the  fires  and  got  off  in  a  small  dugout  which  we 
had  on  board.  As  we  left  the  vessel  the  enemy  tired  two  volleys  of 
musketry  at  us,  hut  without  effect,  We  lay  off  at  the  distance  of  300 
yards  and  saw  that  she  was  effectually  destroyed.  At  6:50  p.  m,  the 
magazine  exploded.  She  then  burned  to  the  water's  edge.  1  saved 
most  of  my  small  arms  and  signal  book.  The  officers  and  crew  lost 
everything  but  what  they  had  on.  After  being  assured  of  her  total 
destruction  we  made  our  way  to  South  Pass  Manchac  and  arrived  there 
at  12:30  a.  m.  The  assistant  surgeou  of  the  Sixth  Ilegiment  Michigan 
Volunteers  rendered  all  assistance  to  the  wounded  man,  but  was 
obliged  to  amputate  his  arm  at  the  shoulder  joint.  At  11  a.  m.  on  the 
morning  of  the  8th  instant  I  left  my  men  in  charge  of  Mr,  (Jregory 
at  Pass  Manchac  and  proceeded  to  town  for  the  purpose  of  reporting 
to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  A.  T.  Spear,  of  the  yacht  Corypfteus, 
The  name  of  the  wounded  man  is  John  A.  Shaw,  seaman. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  F.  Perkins, 
Actinff  Ensif/n,  in  coiiumuni. 
Commodore  H.  W.  Mobbis, 

Senior  OJicer  Nmal  Fimv/i.  .Ac-u.'  Orleans. 
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Report  of  Colonel  Clark,  U.  8.  Army. 

Pass  Manchac,  La.  ,  April  7,  1863—11  p.  m. 

General:  It  becomes  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  the  loss  of  the  gun- 
boat Barrataria. 

I  started  this  morning  at  6  a.  m.  for  the  purpose  of  looking  around 
the  mouth  of  the  rivers  and  bayous  entering  L^ke  Maurepas.  At  a 
quarter  before  8,  just  as  wc  were  entering  the  mouth  of  the  Amite, 
we  struck  on  a  snag  in  8  feet  of  water.  We  all  worked  faithfully 
until  6  p.  m.,  but  were  unpble  to  move  her. 

About  8  p.  m.  we  were  attacked  and  the  men  driven  under  cover. 
After  every  effort  had  failed  to  get  her  off,  and  being  continually 
annoyed  by  the  enemy's  fire,  Captain  Perkins  decided  to  abandon  her. 
As  soon  as  it  got  hazy  the  vessel  was  fired  and  the  men  put  into  the 
small  boat  andnow  just  reached  the  pass.  The  boat  is  a  perfect  wreck. 
The  captain  will  be  down  to-morrow  and  give  you  the  particulars. 
1  our  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  S.  Clark, 
Colonel  Sixth  Michigan  Volunteers, 

Brigadier-General  T.  W.  Sherman. 


Report  of  Captain  Herren,  C.  8.  Army. 

Camp  Buggles,  April  12^  1863. 

Colonel:  On  Monday  the  7th  instant  you  directed  me  to  send  a 
scouting  party  under  a  trusty  noncommissioned  oflScer  to  Rome,  on 
the  Tickfaw  River,  and,  if  practicable,  from  there  to  Duck  Bill,  on  the 
lake  shore,  near  the  moutn  of  the  Amite.  I  detailed  from  my  squad- 
ron for  this  purpose  8  men,  under  Corporal  Davidson,  to  proceed 
as  you  directed.  Arriving  at  Rome  (the  ferry)  Crossing,  on  the  Tick- 
faw River,  he  stationed  a  portion  of  his  small  squad  to  guard  against 
any  advance  from  this  direction.  He  then  proceeded  with  the  remain- 
der of  his  force  within  a  mile  of  the  mouth  of  the  Amite,  where,  hear- 
ing that  one  of  the  enemy's  boats  was  aground  at  this  point,  he  dis- 
mounted his  men  and  proceeded  to  attack  the  boat.  He  found  her 
within  50  or  75  yards  of  the  shore,  stuck  hard  and  fast  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  river.  The  timber  skirting  the  river  bank  afforded  a  good 
protection  against  the  shot  and  shell  fired  from  the  gunboat.  He  soon 
compelled  the  gunners  to  abandon  their  guns  and  seek  protection  in 
their  casemates.  He  succeeded  in  killing  two  of  the  enemy  while 
attempting  to  get  aboard  with  some  spars,  which  they  were  using  to 
get  their  boat  afloat.  Finding  it  impossible  to  provoke  them  from 
behind  their  protection  of  thick  iron,  he  posted  a  portion  of  his  men 
near  enough  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  boat  and  report  with  the 
remainder  of  his  force  to  me  at  this  place  at  10  o'clock  p.  m.  the  same 
evening.     I  then  directed  him  to  report  the  facts  to  you. 

At  12  o'clock  the  same  evening  you  directed  me  to  take  my  whole 
squadron  and  proceed  at  once  to  the  mouth  of  the  Amite  River  and 
capture  or  destroy  the  boat  reported  aground  there.  On  reaching  the 
point  designated  I  found  the  enemy  had  hastily  abandoned  and  set  fire 
to  the  boat  at  sundown  the  previous  evening,  leaving  nothing  but  a 
complete  wreck,  with  one  l)rass  rifle  gun,  which  was  still  above  water. 
This  boat  was  marked  BarraUfrhi,  or  201;  she  was  125  feet  long,  com- 
pletely covered  with  iron  1  inch  thick. 
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Too  much  can  not  bo  said  in  praise  of  the  coolness,  courage,  and 

I' udgmont  displayed  by  Corporal  Davidson  and  the  brave  men  under 
lini  in  destroying  with  their  rifles  (or  causing  the  destruction  of)  one 
of  the  enemy's  most  formidable  boats  on  the  Take. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Gadi  Herren, 
Captain^  Commanding  Squadron  First  Mississippi  Ca/oalry. 

Colonel  fF.  M.  Simonton, 

Commanding  at  Ponchatoxda, 


Report  of  Commander  Mullany^  U,  S\  jVavi/^  senior  officer  off  Galves- 
ton ,  regarding  the  erection  ofnumeroxis  hatteries  by  the  Confederates, 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  Galniiton.  Tex.,  April  7,  1863. 

Sik:  The  coal  bark  Maf*y  C.  Porter  leaves  here  to-day  for  New 
Orleans  via  Sabine  Pass,  where  she  is  ordered  to  deliver  the  balance 
of  her  cargo  to  the  Sew  Ijmdon  and  Cayuga. 

The  brig  A.  Hopl'in.^^  Captain  Leerhotf,  arrived  here  to-day  from 
the  South  West  Pass  with  050  tons  of  coal  for  the  squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Lewis  has  reported  to  me  that  he  saw  a 
steamer  in  the  harbor  to-day,  which  in  all  probability  is  the  Harriet 
Lane.  He  describes  her  as  painted  black,  two  masts,  with  yards,  a 
))ridge  across  the  deck,  smokestack  well  forward,  and  the  vessel  i*akish 
in  appearance. 

The  enemy  appi>ars  to  be  actively  engaged  in  erecting  numerous 
batteries. 

I  am,  sir,  very  res[>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  li.  M.  MULLANr, 
(^ommnndi  r  and  Stni(fr  Offcer  Present. 

Rear-Admiral  David  (j.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  ^yest  Gulf  lilockading  Squadron^  Xt^ic  Orleans.^  La. 


Letter  front  Commander  Mnliany^  i\  S*  JS^ary.Htnior  oA'cer  off  Gal- 
veston,  to  Lieutenant- Commander  Read.,  l\  S.  ^at^y. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  Galveston,  7e.r.,  April  8,  1863.    ' 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  7th  instant. 

1  have  put  on  board  the  Cayuga  ])rovisions  for  threo  months,  and 
directed  Captain  McDermut  to  return  to  your  command  and  fill  up 
his  coal  from  the  bark  Mary  C.  Porter,  which  left  here  last  night  witn 
orders  to  report  to  you  on  her  arrival  off  Sabine  Pass. 

I  congratulate  you  on  your  success  in  making  so  valuable  a  capture 
as  a  cotton -laden  schooner. 

I  am,  respectfully,  3'our  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  M.  Mullany, 
Commander  and  /Sen iff r  ( officer  Ih'esent. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Abner  Read, 

Commanding  f-.  A*.  A'.  .W//*  Londrm. 

^t/iior  Oijiar  Pro^tnt  tffSdnn^.  IXi^a. 


•«'        -  .  -  ,,, 
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Letter  fnyin  Cmnmander  Mullany^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Colonel  Deh*ay^  C  S. 
Anny^  regarding  communtcattmi  Oyflag  of  truce. 

U.  S.  Blockading  Squadron. 

Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  Apnl  9,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  this  communication  to  you  under 
flag  of  truce  (Lieutenant  R.  S.  McCook,  U.  S.  Navy,  bearer)  and  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  8th  instant,  wherein  you  are 

S leased  to  reiterate  the  terms  of  an  agreement  made  between  Commo- 
ore  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  yourself,  in  relation  to  communica- 
tions by  flag  of  truce. 

In  reply  1  have  to  infonn  you  that  the  commanding  ofllcers  in  this 
squadron  were  previouslv  acquainted  with  the  terms  of  that  agreement, 
and  have  been  instructed  to  comply  fully  with  all  its  provisions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  two  open  letters,  one  of  them  addressed 
to  Third  Assistant  Engineer  M.  H.  Plunkett,  U.  S.  Navy,  prisoner  of 
war,  and  the  other  to  Messrs.  Lynn  and  Williams,  of  Galveston. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  MULLANY, 

Commander,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Colonel  X.  B.  Debray,  C.  S.  Army, 

Commanding,  Oatveston  Island. 

[Enclofiure.l 

U.  S.  Blockading  Squadron, 

Off  Galveston,  Tex. ,  April  9,  1863. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  6th  instant, 

covering  $287  in  Louisiana  and  South  Carolina  notes,  and  several 

documents,  all  addressed  to  Mrs.  Jane  S.  McWillie,  at  New  Orleans. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  will  forward  the  documents,  letters,  and 

money  to  the  commanding  officer  at  New  Orleans  for  his  action. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 
Commander,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Messrs.  Lynn  and  Williams, 

Galveston,  Tex. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant-  Commander  Read, 
tj.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  testimonial  of  the  Ohio  legislature. 

Navy  Department,  April  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  letter  addressed  to  you  b}^  Governor  Tod, 
of  Ohio,  transmitting  a  testimonial  of  the  legislature  of  that  State  and 
their  resolution  of  thanks  for  your  services  to  the  country. 
I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  Abner  Read,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Commmiding  U.  S.  S.  Neiv  London, 

West  Giilf  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


128  VIBT  aEFLf  BLOCEADINa  SQDADBOIT.  ■ 

Eep&rt  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Read,  U.  S.   I^avy,  regarding  th$m 
capture  hij  a  reconnaitering  party  ofhoat  and  crew  in  Sabine  J-'ass.    «■ 

U.  S.  S.  New  London,  ■ 

Off  Saline  Pass,  Tttx.,  April  JO,  1863.    ^ 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  morning  about  4  o'clock  I 
i^ent  a  boat  In  to  the  liglit-house  to  take  a  position  and  make  observation t> 
as  to  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  with  the  intention,  if  the  report  was 
favorable,  to  cut  out  two  steamers  lying  at  the  wharf  at  Sabine  City. 

Lieutenant  B.  F.  Day,  James  G,  Taylor,  pilot,  and  Acting  Second 
Assistant  Engineer  Henry  P.  Powen  volunteered  for  the  seiTice  with 
a  boat's  crew  of  live  men.  At  daylight  they  reached  the  point  and 
secreted  their  boat  up  a  bayou  which  empties  into  the  Pass  just  above 
the  light-house,  without  being  discovered.  The  light-house  being 
over  80  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea  gives  a  fine  view  of  Sabine  City 
and  the  surrounding  country.  Their  observations  were  to  continue 
the  whole  day,  that  we  might  be  certain  of  the  strength  and  movements 
of  the  enemy.  Two  cotton-bulwarked  rebel  steamers,  the  JosiaK  Bell 
and  Uncle  Ben,  were  lying  at  the  wharf  at  Sabine  City  exercising  their 
guns,  and  about  60  or  70  men  observable  in  and  about  the  boats  and 
city. 

About  2  o'clock  p.  m.  a  small  sloop  was  seen  beating  down  the  Pass, 
apparently  going  to  the  bayou  leading  near  the  light-house.  She  came 
to  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  the  bayou,  and  those  on  board  got  into  a 
skiff  with  the  intention  of  going  ashore.  Lieutenant  Day  had  placed 
himself,  officers,  and  men  in  such  a  position  that  when  the  skiff 
entered  tlie  bayou  he  could  capture  her.  Theskiif  entered  the  bayou. 
and  when  within  a  very  few  feet  he  arose  from  the  grass  and  demanded 
her  surrender,  which  was  complied  with  without  firing  a  shot.  The 
prisoners  proved  to  be  Captain  Charles  Fowler,  John  McLean,  pilot, 
and  Edward  Lynch,  second  mate,  all  of  the  steamer  Josiah  Belt,  and 
one  Confederate  soldier.  Captain  Fowler  commanded  the  Bell  at  the 
capture  of  the  Morning  Light  in  January  last. 

As  the  captain,  mate,  and  pilot  are  important  men  to  the  rebels  in 
these  waters,  X  have  determined  to  send  tnem  north  by  the  next  supply 
steamer,  lest,  by  sending  them  to  New  Orleans,  they  would  be  aofo 
more  easily  to  work  their  way  back.  The  rebel  soldier  I  will  send  to 
New  Orleans,  that  he  may  be  paroled  or  exchanged. 

From  the  prisoners  we  took  three  Enfield  rifles  stamped  with  thoa 
English  crown  and  tower,  marked  1^62,  and  one  of  Colt's  naryl 
revolvers;  from  the  sloop,  one  boat  binnacle  and  compass.  " 

Captain  Fowler  has  no  commission  from  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment, but  an  appointment  from  Major-General  Magruder  of  the  Con- 
federate Army,  giving  him  exclusive  control  of  their  squadron  (as 
they  rjill  it)  at  Sabine  Pass.  I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  bis 
appointment. 

The  rebel  force  at  Sabine  City  consists  of  the  steamers  Josiah  B^ 
and  Uncle  Ben  and,  the  prisoners  inform  me,  a  battalion  of  500  me 
There  are  also  four  other  steamboats  which  could  be  easily  fortifii 
with  cotton  and  used  as  the  other  two  herein  mentioned. 
Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Ry.AV. 
Lieutenant- Commander. . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Jj^Vetary  o/ tke  ^avy,  Washiiujtuu  C'liyf  D, 
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[Enclosure.] 

Special  Orders,  |  Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Texas, 

>-  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona, 

No.  15.  )  Houston^  February  7,  1863. 

Captain  Charles  Fowler  is  hereby  placed  in  command  of  the  squad- 
ron at  Sabine  Pass. 

In  order  to  secure  efficiency,  Captain  Fowler  will  have  exclusive  con- 
;trol  of  these  boat^s,  moving  them  to  such  plac^es  as  he  may  consider 
best,  attacking  the  enemy  whenever  he  has  an  opportunity,  reporting 
all  movements  of  the  ]x>ats  by  him  to  Colonel  Spaight,  who  will  trans- 
mit the  information  to  these  headquarters. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Spaight  will  afford  Captain  Fowler  all  the  assist- 
ance in  his  power. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Magruder: 
^  Edmund  P.  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
Captain  Fowler. 

Report  of  JAeutenant'Cinmnandei*  Read.,  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  tlie 

cliose  of  a  hlocka^de  runner  off  Sabine  Pass. 

U.  S.  S.  New  London, 
Off  Saline  Pa^s,  Tex.,  April  10,  1863. 

Sir:  1  reported  on  April  8  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner  Tain- 
pico,  bound  from  Sabine. Pass  to  the  Belize,  with  112  bales  of  cotton.  I 
was  informed  by  the  crew  of  the  prize  that  another  schooner,  the  Be/t, 
bad  run  the  blockade  earlier  m  the  night.  Leaving  Lieutenant- 
Commander  D.  A.  McDei-mut  (who  boarded  the  prize  first)  to  make 
out  the  proper  papers  and  put  a  prize  crew  on  board  the  Tantpfco, 
then  to  cruise  off  the  Pass  until  my  return,  I  started  immediately  in 

Sursuit,  supposing  that  she  was  in  all  probability  bound  for  the  same 
estination  as  the  Tamplco.  I  stood  S.  by  E.  150  miles;  at  <>  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  4th  changed  my  course  and  stood  W.  15  miles, 
then  back  toward  the  Pass,  crossing  my  track  out,  with  the  hope  of 
falling  in  with  the  schooner  if  my  information  was  correct,  but  with- 
out success. 

The  prisoners  we  captured  to-day  inform  me  that  the  Bt-n^  getting 
aground  on  the  night  of  the  2d,  did  not  get  out  until  the  morning  of 
the  3d,  when  the  New  Londan  and  Cayuga^  were  absent  in  the  cliase 
and  cui)ture  of  the  Tatnplco,  1  am  also  informed  that  a  small  sloop 
of  very  light  draft  also  ran  the  blockade  during  the  morning  of  the 
3d.  The  latter  vessel  could  run  the  blockade  at  any  time  except  day- 
light in  consequence  of  her  very  light  draft. 

This  vessel  and  the  Cayuga  have  been  unremitting  in  their  efforts  to 
capture  all  the  blockade  runners. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Read, 
/  ieu  tenant-  Co  mm  an  der. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,   Washlmjton  City,  D.  C. 
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Rrjfort  of  Lientenant' Commander    Read^    TL    S.    Navy^   rcijarding 

enquiries  inade  under  jl ay  oftruee. 

U.  S.  S.  New  London, 
Off  Salnne  Pass,  Tex.,  Ajnnl  11,  186S. 

Sir:  This  morning  at  9  o'clock  a  rebel  steamer  was  seen  coming  out 
of  the  pass.  We  got  ready  for  action  at  once  and  were  about  to  fire 
upon  the  enemy  when  we  discovered  that  she  bore  a  flag  of  truce.  I 
sent  a  flag  to  meet  it.  The  object  was  to  make  enquiries  about  Cap- 
tain Fowler  and  his  men  and  to  send  their  clothes  if  they  had  been 
taken  prisoners  by  us. 

Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Read, 
L  ieuten  an  t-  Comm  ander, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Was/imr/tmi  City,  D.  C, 


Report  of  Arting  Volunteer  Lieatenant  Spear,  U,  S.  Navy,  regarding 
request  from  Br igadUr- General  Sherman  to  eo(ypeTate  in  Manchac 
Pass. 

U.  S.  Yacht  Corypheus, 
Hwocks  Landing,  Lake  Pontehartrain^  April  13,  1863, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  U)  you  that  I  have  received  two 
dispatches  from  General  Sherman. 

The  first,  that  he  desires  me  to  proceed  at  once  to  Manchac  Pass,  as 
there  are  two  schooners  in  Lake  Maurepas  with  rebel  troops. 

The  second — 

On  arriving  at  Manchac  Pass  you  will  report  to  Colonel  Clark,  of  the  Sixth  Mich- 
igan Volunteers. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-(7eneral  Sherman: 

Wick  HAM  Hoffman,  A,  A.  G. 

Sir,  I  wish  to  report  the  condition  of  the  vessel.  Her  original  crew 
was  '28  men.  I  have  but  15  now,  all  told,  on  board.  I  have  a 
3()-pounder  Parrott  and  a  24-pounder  howitzer.  The  Parrott  gun  has 
to  be  dragged  over  the  deck;  it  has  no  pivot;  it  requires  12  men  to 
handle  it  with  celerity.  1  had  to  lash  it  to  the  rail  in  Galveston  on 
account  of  being  short-handed.  The  howitzer  requires  5  men.  There 
are  required  5  more  men  to  work  my  guns.  The  vjicht's  cutwater  is 
off;  if  she  strikes  a  snag,  going  fast,  it  will  sink  Ker.  I  do  not  feel 
myself  justified  in  proceeding  into  Lake  Maurepas,  as  it  is  full  of 
snags,  without  reporting  to  you  first  and  receiving  your  oi'ders. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  T.  Spkau, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenants  Commayiding, 
II;  W.  Morris, 

Commodore,  Cot/mmnding  U,  S.  Naval  J^^ frees,  New  (Means, 


Report  of  Comviodore  Morris,  U,  S,  Navy,  regarding  affairs  of  the 
squadron  and  loss  of  the  Tj,  S,  steamers  Diana  and  Barratana, 

U.  S.  8.  Pensacola, 
NeiD  Orleans,  April  IS,  1863, 

Sir:  In  the  absence  from  hero  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  who  is 
still  above  Port  Hudson,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  occur- 
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rences  in  tin's  squadron  which  have  taken  place  since  my  last  report  to 
you,  No.  6,  dated  March  31. 

1  rei^ret  to  inform  you  of  the  capture  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Diana,  in 
Berwick  Bav,  on  the  28th  of  March,  1863. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  report*  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
A.  P.  Cooke,  of  the  Estrdla^  detailing  all  that  he  then  knew  of  the 
affair.  He  promises  in  it  to  mlake  another  and  more  detailed  report. 
This  has  not  as  vet  been  received.  I  have  since  been  informed  that 
Acting  Master's  Mates  [Thomas  G.]  Hall  and  Dolliver  have  both  died 
of  their  wounds. 

The  U.  S.  ironclad  steamer  Barratarla^  fitted  up  by  Admiral  Farra^t 
here,  and  dispatched  into  Lake  Pontchartrain,  grounded  whilst  makmg 
a  reconnoissance.  She  was  attacked  by  the  enemy  and  was  set  on  fire 
and  abandoned  by  her  ofiicers  and  crew. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  report t  of  Acting  Ensign  James  F.  Perkins, 
the  oflicer  in  command  at  the  time,  her  commander.  Acting  Master 
Fmncis  E.  Blanchard,  having  left  her  and  come  to  this  city  for 
medical  treatment. 

I  also  send  a  reportf  of  Colonel  Clark,  Sixth  Michigan  Volunteers, 
made  to  Brigadier-Genei-al  Sherman,  and  by  him  sent  to  me,  who  was 
on  board  at  the  time  of  her  loss  with  a  party  charged  with  the  duty  of 
making  the  reconnoissance. 

I  dispatched  the  U.  S.  steam  gunboat  Sachem  to  Berwick  Bay  to 
replace  the  Diana^  but  on  her  passage  around  she  sprung  a  leak  and  had 
to  put  back  here  in  a  sinking  condition.  1  have  with  great  difficultv 
saved  her  from  sinking,  and  now  have  her  hauled  up  on  a  marine  rail- 
way for  repairs.  I  hope  to  get  her  finished  and  sent  around  there  in 
a  week  from  now\  Her  leaking  was  caused  by  some  sheets  of  copper 
being  off  from  her  bottom,  and  the  worms  had  completely  honev- 
combed  the  planking  under  them.  As  long  as  she  remained  in  the 
river  the  mud  stopped  up  the  holes  and  prevented  the  water  from 
entering,  but  wIk  n  she  got  into  clear  water  the  nuid  became  washed 
out  from  them  and  the  water  rushed  in  and  caused  her  to  leak. 

The  V,  8.  S.  Arizfmn  has  arrived  here.  I  immediately  ordered 
her  into  Berwick  Bay,  where  she  now  is.  The  enemv  having  made 
demonstrations  in  that  (juartcr,  has  induced  General  ftanks  to  order 
there  a  large  armv  force,  and  h(^  requested  me  to  send  as  many  navy 
vessels  as  1  could  to  support  them.  The  vessels  now  there  are  the 
Calhoun s  FMrellii^  r7//y/m,  and  yl/'/^c^/K/,  but  the  Calhoun  is  almost 
useless  from  her  ])oilers  being  worn-out. 

I  have  now  })at  one  vessel  in  Lake  Pontchartniin,  which  is  the  small 
schooner  yacht  ft>/v//V/<:?/.y,  the  liarratana^  which  was  there,  being  now 
lost.  I  was  obliged  to  withdraw  the  steamer  Clifton  from  Mississippi 
Sound,  where  she,  in  conjunction  with  the  steamer-/. /^. -A^Y'Z\y<>;?,  was 
blockading  ( I  rant's  Pass,  to  supply  the  place  of  the  stt^amer  Colonel 
Kinsman^  which  was  snagged  and  sunk  in  Berwick  Bay.  The  only 
vessels  now  in  Mississippi  Sound  are  the  Vinceiuies^  at  Ship  Island, 
and  the  Jackson^  at  Grant's  Pass.  Commodore  Hitchcock  urges  me  to 
send  back  the  CI  if  Ion  there  as  soon  as  possible,  as  she  is  greatly 
wanted,  but  she  can  not  be  spared  from  Berwick  Bay.  More  small 
vessels  of  light  draft,  not  exceeding  8  feet,  are  greatly  needed. 

*See  capture  uf  the  U.  S.  S.  Diana,  March  28, 1863. 
fSee  capture  of  the  l'.  »S.  S.  Barraiarla^  April  7,  1863. 
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Commodore  Ilitclicock  reports  that  the  boilers  of  the  Pocahontas 
are  so  nearly  worn-out  that  sue  ought  to  be  sent  north  for  repairs  or 
to  get  new  ones.  I  shall  await  the  arrival  of  the  admiral  before  taking 
any  action  on  his  report. 

1  our  order,  dated  February  27,  to  send  north  the  U.  S.  S.  Sv-sque- 
han7ui^  was  received  at  the  same  time  that  your  order,  dated  Marcn3, 
to  hold  a  court  of  enquiry  on  the  senior  officer  off  Mobile  Bar  on  the 
oi'casion  of  the  escape  of  the  rebel  steamer  Fhmda,  This  officer  was 
Commodore  Hitchcock.  1  have  ordered  a  court  of  enquiry  on  him, 
which  is  now  in  session  at  Pensacola.  I  have  ordered  Commodore 
Hitchcock  to  proceed  to  New  York  with  the  Su^qnehuuia  as  soon  as 
the  court  of  onquir}'  have  finished  their  proceedings  in  his  case. 

I  have,  in  obedience  to  vour  order  dated  March  7,  ordered  a  court  of 
enijuiry  to  be  held  on  Acting  Master  Childs,  of  the  steamer  Tennessee^ 
to  investigate  his  conduct  in  relation  to  the  statement  made  in  the 
Houston  Telegraph  (enclosed  in  your  order)  when  he  approached  and 
hailed  the  Mornniq  Lii^ht  after  her  capture  by  the  rebels  at  Sabine 
Pass.     This  couil  is  now  in  session  here. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Bienville^  Commander  Mullany,  arrived  here  on  the 
17th  of  March.  I  ordered  her  to  proceed  to  Galveston  on  the  block- 
ade of  that  place.  She  arrived  very  opportunely  to  relieve  the  U.  S.  S. 
Brooklyn^  to  enable  her  to  come  here  for  the  repairs  which  she  needs 
to  her  machinery.  The  Brooklyn  ])eing  in  want  of  provisions,  and  the 
water  on  the  bar  here  being  so  low  that  the  BienvUte^  if  she  took  them 
in  here  could  not  have  got  out,  1  sent  her  to  Pensacola  to  take  them  in 
there, 'and  then  proceed  to  Galveston.  The  Brooklyn  arrived  off  the 
bar  here,  but,  not  being  able  to  cross  it,  she  has  gone  to  Pensacola, 
and  will  make  her  repairs  there. 

The  BimviUe  brought  me  $160,(X)0  of  the  sum  of  *200.000  sent  out 
in  her.  Captain  Mullany  informed  me  that  ^(),0()0  of  that  sum  was 
retained  by  Admiral  Du  Pont.  The  CirausHian  brought  out  ?17(L0r)0. 
Slie  liad  also  on  board  Jp20(>,00(),  as  1  am  informed,  for  this  scjuaaron; 
but  C'Onmiodore  Smith,  at  the  IVnsacola  yard,  retained  )?30,()0()  of 
this  sum. 

Th(»se  two  amounts  will  })arcly  supph-  tiie  present  wants  of  this 
scjuadron  and  ])ay  the  bills  for  repairs  and  supplies  which  are  now 
accruing.  I  therefore  respectfully  recommend  that  an  additional  sum 
of  ^t^<)0,(K)<)  be  sent  out  at  an  early  day. 

Mr.  Gabaudan,the  admiral's  secretary,  arrived  here  on  the  9th,  hav- 
ing passed  the  batteries  at  night  in  a  skiff.  The  object  of  his  coming 
down  was  to  confer  with  General  Banks  as  to  the  practicability  of  open- 
ing a  comnmnication  with  the  admiral  across  a  peninsula  which  makes 
out  oppositi*  Port  Hudson.  He  returns  to-morrow  to  rejoin  the  admi- 
nil.  He  has  made  me  a  report*  of  the  proceedings  of  the  admiral 
above  Port  Hudson,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  forwarded  to  you. 
I  am,  ver}^  respectfulh',  your  obedient  sen'^ant, 

Henry  W.  Morris, 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretan/  of  the  Navy^  Washlnx/t^yi^  />.  C. 

*  See  operatious  under  Hear- Admiral  Farragut  above  Port  Hudpon. 
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Report  of  Comraodore  Marrix^  U.  aV.  Navy^  rtfjarding  the  disposition 

of  prize  vesneU  and  their  cargoes, 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
New  (Meam,  Ajml  13,  1863. 

Sir:  Before  Admiral  Farragut  sailed  from  here  for  Port  Hudson 
he  left  with  me  instructions  to  sell  at  auction,  after  due  notice  t^iven 
in  the  newspai>ers,  all  the  prize  vessels  and  their  cargoes  which  were 
remaining  nere  or  in  this  vicinity  and  which  could  not  be  sent  to  the 
North  or  Key  West  for  adjudication.  The  reason  for  this  order  was 
that  there  is  no  admiralty  court  in  New  Orleans,  and  the  property  is 
perishable  and  a  portion  of  it  perishing. 

I  have  accordingly  appointed  Lieutenant  Dewey,  late  of  the  U.  S. 
frigate  Mississippi^  to  attend  to  this  duty,  and  he  is  now  progressing 
witn  it.  The  proceeds  of  the  sales,  after  the  myment  of  the  expenses, 
will  be  deposited  with  Pavmaster  George  L.  Davis,  of  this  ship,  to  be 
retained  by  him  until  ordered  by  the  Department  what  disposition  is 
to  be  made  of  it. 

The  steamer  Antona^  captured  by  the  Poca/iontas  off  Mobile,  with 
a  very  valuable  c^rgo,  will  be  so  disposed  of.  She  has,  as  well  as  her 
cargo,  been  appraised  by  the  admiml's  orders.  The  cargo  is  stored 
here  in  a  bonded  warehouse,  and  the  vessel  is  taken  and  fitted  up  as  a 
dispatch  vessel  for  the  use  of  the  squadron,  and  is  now  being  used  as 
sucn. 

I  have  on  board  this  ship  as  prisoners  the  master,  mate,  and  two 
of  her  crew.  As  the  vessel  and  cargo  can  not  be  adjudicated,  will  you 
please  instruct  what  disposition  I  am  to  make  of  them'^  They  are 
very  desirous  to  be  released. 

iSince  the  admiral's  departure  the  sloop  [Z>.]  Saraent,  with  51  bales 
of  cotton,  and  the  schooner  Tampico^  with  112  bales,  have  been  cap- 
tured at  Sabine  Paas — the  former-by  the  Kittatinny  and  the  latter  by 
the  Cayuga^  and  sent  here.  The  vessels  being  considered  too  unsafe 
and  unseaworthy  to  be  sent  to  Key  West,  I  have  had  them  appraised, 
and  will  sell  them  here.  Their  cargoes  of  cotton  1  shall  ship  by  the 
supply  steamer  Cii^casxian  to  New  York,  and  send  the  prize  masters, 
prisoners,  and  papers  with  them.  The  prize  master  of  the  Tampico  is 
Acting  Masters  Mate  W.  W.  Patten,  of  the  Cayuga,  He  has  been 
condemned  by  a  medical  survey  as  untit  for  duty.  Acting  Master 
L.  H.  Partridge  is  the  prize  master  of  the  sloop  Sargent,  They  are 
Ijoth  ordered  home  in  the  Circassian, 

By  order  of  Admiral  Farragut,  I  have  issued  orders  to  the  com- 
manding oflScers  of  the  vessels  of  this  squadron  not  to  send  to  this  port 
any  prizes  captured  by  them,  unless  they  are  untit  to  be  sent  to  Key 
West  or  a  Northern  port. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  W.  Morris, 
C(mnnod<yre  and  Senu/i'  Offiijer, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  th^  Nai>y^  Wash  Ington,  D,  C, 
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Ordei^  of  the  Secrttarij  of  the  Nai'y  to  the  coiamandaut  navy  yard^ 
Penmcola,,  re(jarding  the  protect  tan  of  deHtitute  rithenH  of  that 
place. 

Navy  Department,  Aj>r!l  11^.^  1SG3. 

Sir:  I  liavo  rocoiv^d  your  No.  9,  dated  tho  25111  ultimo,  in  reference 
to  the  destitute  condition  of  the  residents  in  the  vicinity  of  Pensaeola, 
arising  principally  from  the  evacuation  of  that  place  l)v  order  of 
Major-General  Banks,  and  asking  if  you  can  sujjply  them  with 
provisions. 

The  Department  can  give  no  authority  to  dispose  of  the  public  sup- 
plies in  that  manner,  hut  loyal  citizens  should  be  protected  and  not 
permitted  to  suffer. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 
SecTetary  of  Xwv-y, 
Commodore  William  Smith, 

Coinmandant  Navy  Yard^  Pensa^^olu, 


Destruethm  of  th^  C.  S,  S.  Queen  of  th<'  Went  in  Grand  Lake^  April 

llf.,  1863, 

Baport  of  Lieatenftnt-Commftiider  Cooke,  XT.  8.  Navy,  commftndixig  TJ.  8.  B.  EstreUa. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Estrella, 
Grand  Lahe^  April  15^  ISO  J. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  10th  instant  the  vessels 
under  my  command  assisted  in  crossing  General  WeitzeFs  brigade 
over  the  bay,  and  afterwards  the  division  of  General  Emory.  On  the 
18th  we  assisted  in  transporting  the  division  of  General  Grover 
through  Grand  I^ake  to  Indian  Bend,  towing  the  artillery,  etc.,  in 
scows. 

We  had  landed  a  regiment  from  the  Clifton  before  the  enemy  dis- 
covered our  movement.  They  then  brought  down  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery to  contest  the  landing,  but  the  Clififm^  with  the  men  on  shore, 
soon  drove  them  back. 

The  whole  division  was  landed  by  2  o'clock  ]).  m.  without  any  acci- 
dent, when  the  ClifUm^  Captain  Crocker,  was  sent  around  into  liayou 
Teche  to  follow  up  and  capture  the  Diana,  During  the  afternoon  the 
smoke  of  the  enemy's  steamers  was  discovered  in  tne  distance,  appar- 
ently in  Lake  Chicot,  coming  down.  At  dark  they  were  not  yet  in 
sight,  but  we  expected  them  and  made  preparations  accordinglv. 
After  2  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  14th  we  could  occasionally  distinguish 
their  lights  in  the  direction  of  Chicot  Pass,  and  at  daylight  saw  a  large 
black  steamer  and  white  river  boat  approaching  us.  We  were  all 
underway  immediately  and  opened  the  engagement  with  our  bow 
guns,  30-pounder  Parrotts,  at  long  range,  our  tnree  vessels  forming  a 
crescent,  the  Eistrella  on  the  left,  the  Arizona^  Captain  Upton,  on  tlie 
right,  and  the  Calhoun^  Captain  Jordan,  in  the  center,  all  approaching 
and  gradually  surrounding  the  enemv. 

The  blacksteamer  pointed  toward  the  Arizona  as  though  she  were 
going  to  ram  her,  but  our  firing  was  so  rapid  and  accurate  that  she  did 
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not  advance.  Captain  Jordan,  of  the  Calhmm^  pointed  his  vessel  to 
run  down  the  black  stranger,  but  she  was  now  seen  to  be  on  fire  from 
the  explosion  of  our  shells  and  was  soon  wrapped  in  flames  fore  and 
aft.  At  this  juncture  her  consort  turned  ana  fled.  Having  superior 
speed  and  and  lighter  draft,  we  could  not  follow,  and  she  escaped. 
All  of  our  boats  were  now  lowered  to  pick  up  the  crew  of  the  burning 
steamer,  who  were  clinging  to  cotton  bales  all  around  her.  From  them 
we  learned  she  was  the  Queen  of  the  West^  commanded  by  Captain 
Fuller,  of  Teche  notoriety.  He  was  rescued  with  90  of  his  crew,  but 
some  20  or  30  were  lost.  The  burning  wreck  drifted  2  or  3  miles 
down  the  lake,  where  she  grounded  and  shortly  afterwards  exploded 
with  a  tremendous  report. 

1  am  happy  to  state  there  were  no  casualties  on  our  side.  1  have 
turned  over  all  of  the  prisoners  to  the  provost-marshal  at  Brashear 
City.  This  morning  I  sent  Captain  Upton,  of  the  Arizona^  to  exam- 
ine the  wreck  and  he  succeeded  m  saving  all  her  guns — one  30-pounder 
Parrott  rifle,  one  20-pounder  Parrott  rifle,  and  three  brass  12-pounders, 
fieldpieces — all  in  good  condition. 

We  have  received  the  gratifying  intelligence  of  the  destruction  of 
the  Diana. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  Cooke, 

Lieutenant'  Comfnander^  Commanding  Naval  Forces^  Benoick  Bay. 

Commodore  H.  W.  Morris, 

Steamship  Pei\-sacola^  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commodore  Morriif  XT.  8.  Navy,  senior  officer  at  New  Orleans. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensaoola, 

Nexc  OrJeann,  April  18,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  tele- 
graphic despatches  from  Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke,  com- 
manding the  FMrella  and  other  vessels  in  Berwick  Bay,  that  they  have 
destroved,  after  a  liglit  of  twenty  minutes,  the  rebel  steamer  Queen  of 
the  \\e%t^  and  that  they  have  since  then  destroyed  two  others,  the 
Diana  and  the  Hart^  and  that  th(*y  were  about  starting  for  Butte-a-la- 
Kose  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  \Vel}h  and  another  rebel  steamer, 
and  which  1  believe  are  the  only  two  left  of  the  enemy's  vessels  in 
those  waters. 

After  the  sinking  of  our  gunboat  Kinfrman.^  by  being  snagged,  and 
the  capture  of  the  Diana  by  the  enemy,  1  ordered  the  gunboat  Clifton 
to  be  withdmwn  from  the  Mississippi  Sound  (where  she  had  been 
blockading  Grant's  Pass)  and  go  into  Berwick  Bay  to  strengthen  the 
flotilla  there.  I  also  withdrew  the  gunboat  Sachem  from  Baton  Rouge 
for  the  same  purpose;  but  unfortunately  this  vessel  on  her  passage 
around  there  sprung  a  leak  and  put  back  in  a  sinking  condition.  With 
the  greatest  dilKculty  she  was  nrevented  doing  so  after  her  arrival 
here,  and  I  now  have  her  haulea  up  on  a  marine  railway  undergoing 
repairs.  I  ordered  the  steamer  Arizo?ia  into  Berwick  Bay,  ancf  also 
the  small  steam  tug  Beliance^  recently  purchased  by  the  admiral  here. 

The  arrival  of  these  vessels  in  Berwick  Bay  has  lead  to  the  successes 
which  Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke  has  telegraphed  to  in<^  and  which 
1  refer  to  above. 
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1  have  received  a  communication  from  Captain  Alden,  dated  just 
l)(*low  Port  Hudson,  informing  me  that  thev  are  iMuibled  to  have  tele- 
graphic communication  with  the  admiral  when  he  is  down  the  river  at 
a  point  a  little  above  Port  Hudson.  The  admiral  was  engaged  in 
blockading  the  mouth  of  Red  River  in  order  to  cut  off  the  enemy's 
supplies  or  provisions  from  reaching  the  garrison  at  Port  Hudson. 

Paymaster  JohnO.  Bradford  arrivtKl  here  a  few  da3's  since  from  the 
VoloradiK  off  Mobile,  to  report  for  duty  as  fleet  paymaster,  ex|)ectin^ 
to  find  his  appointment  as  such  here,  but  it  was  not  here  and  the  admi- 
rnl  had  left  no  instructions  in  regard  to  him.  I  have  therefore  jjiven 
him,  at  his  recjuest,  a  leave  of  absence  for  thirty  days  and  pernnssion 
to  go  to  Washmgton  to  see  the  Department  in  relation  to  his  appoint- 
ment and  the  duties  and  requirements  connected  with  it. 

Lieutenant-Commanders  I^aw  and  Wilson  are  ordered  north  in 
accordance  with  an  order  to  that  effect  received  by  me  from  Admiral 
Farragut.  Commander  Sanuiel  Swartwout,  hite  of  the  Port^j/iouth^ 
having  been  relieved  by  Commander  Sartori,  also  returns  north  with 
the  other  two  above-named  officers  in  the  Circiii<Hlan.  Captain 
McKinstr}^  of  the  Monomjakelij^  having  l)een  condemned  my  medical 
survey,  also  returns  north  in  the  army  transport  K)nplre  City, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  W.  Morrls, 
(\tiiimod<^re  Oful  Sennrr  Ojfii^er. 

Hon.  (tideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Wasfiliujtoh^  I),  (\ 


Congratalatory  lettar  ftom  Commodore  Morris,  XT.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieatenant-Commander 

Cooke,  TI.  8.  Navy,  referring  to  varioas  vesBels. 

V.  S.  S.  Pexsacoi^, 
Xew  OrlefUtH,  AjrrU  i/7,  ISGS. 

Sir:  Your  two  telegmms  are  received.  I  congiiitulate  you  on  your 
success  in  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  Qurrii  of  the  Wist, 

In  conformity  to  your  recjuest  for  another  punlxmt,  1  send  you  the 
steamer  Hrficmrr^  sfie  Injing  the  only  vessel  that  is  available.  I  will 
send  you  the  Snchcm  as  soon  as  her  rejmirs  are  completed,  which  I 
hope  will  1k>  in  a  week  from  now.  When  she  arrives,  I  wish  you  to 
s(»nd  me  back  the  Relnmve^  if  you  can  possibly  spare  her. 

I  am  very  anxious  to  return  the  Clifton  to  hor  station  in  the 
Mississippi  Sound  as  soon  as  she  can  1m^  spared  from  Berwick  llav,  as 
her  services  are  greatly  needed  in  the  blockade  of  (Grant's  Pass. 
Inform  me  bv  telegrapli  when  you  have  coal  enough.  I  shall  .*?end 
over  soft  <!oaf  for  the  use  of  the  Rcl inner. 
Very  respectfully,  ete., 

Hexry  W.  Morris, 
Coiiiinoilnre  ond  Seninr  ({^ivrr. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  C<k)KK, 

Commanding  F,  S,  S,  KstrrUo, 

P.  S. — The  Reliance  has  no  person  on  board  to  act  as  paymaster's 
steward.  If  Mr.  Teatf,  who  acted  as  such  on  board  the  late  Diana^  is 
now  available,  please  order  him  as  such  to  the  li^Hantr,  if  he  is  willing 
to  serve. 

Henry  W.  Morkis, 

(^ommodore  and  Stuiar  O^ctv, 
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Order  of  Commodore  Morrii,  TJ.  8.  Havy,  to  Lieatenant-Commander  Cooke,  U.  8.  Havy, 
congratnlating  him  on  the  deitraotioxi  of  the  iteameri  Qaeen  of  the  Weit  and  Diana. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
New  OrUans,  April  22,  1863. 

Sir:  Captain  Chase,  of  the  Reliance ^  reports,  April  18,  that  he 
arrived  at  the  bar  of  Berwick  Bay  on  the  15th  and  could  not  get  over 
the  bar,  there  being  but  6  feet  of  water  on  it,  and  that  he  would  have 
to  return  here  for  coal. 

If  she  comes  back  I  must  detain  her  here,  as  she  is  very  much  needed 
as  a  steam  tugboat  and  dispatch  boat.  I  only  intended  her  to  be  tem- 
porarily attacned  to  the  squadron  in  Berwick  Bay,  until  I  could  get 
the  Sdchem  repaired  and  sent  around  to  you.  She  will  be  ready  to 
start  from  here  in  three  days. 

Your  report  of  the  capture  of  the  Queen  of  the  West  And  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Dlaiia  is  received.  1  congratulate  you  upon  your  suc- 
cessful achievements.  Your  telegraph  mentionea  the  destruction  of 
the  Diana  and  Uart^  but  your  report  says  nothing  about  the  latter 
vessel.  I  have  ordered  hard  coal  to  be  sent  to  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  W.  Morris, 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer, 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Estrellu^  and  Senior  Officer^  Berwick  Bay. 


Xztraet  from  the  diary  of  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Baird,  XT.  8.  Havy,  U.  8.  8. 

Calhoun. 

April  H^  1863, — I  had  the  mid  watch;  the  fires  were  banked.  I  was 
on  aeck  now  and  then.  About  2  o'clock  I  saw  two  lights  as  if  on 
boats,  up  the  lake,  and  they  were  moving.  Somehow  I  thought  they 
were  on  vessels  and  told  the  ofKcor  of  the  deck  (Sargeant),  but  he  ^vas 
a  phlegmatic  old  fellow  and  was  not  enthused.  He  notea  it  and  later 
he  reported  it.  The  light  came  nearer  and  nean^r,  but  very  slowly. 
At  4  I  was  relieved  and  I  turned  in,  thinking  I  had  overrated  tne 
importance  of  those  lights.  At  5  the  lookout  reported  the  lights  as  on 
two  steamers.  At  .5: 10  I  was  awakened  by  ^' All  hands  to  quarters!" 
for  we  had  no  drum,  nor  fife,  nor  ])ugle;  it  was  the  call  by  the  boat- 
swain's mate.  1  wa.s  so  sleepy  I  waited  a  moment  to  see  if  there  w^as 
any  excitement;  I  heard  the  cable  slipped  and  then  a  gun  fired;  then  1 
got  out  in  a  hurry.  The  engine  was  going  ahead  slowly;  day  was 
breaking.  There  were  three  vessels,  and  one  of  them  had  opened  fire 
on  us.  They  were  the  rebel  ram  Queen  ofthr  West  and  the  transports 
(rrund  Duke  and  Mury  T,  The  latter  was  laden  with  troops.  I  did 
not  go  to  the  engine  room,  but  joined  Jordan,  Bostwick,  Brown,  and 
Dr.  Whitehead,  who  stood  together  on  the  hurricane  deck.  We  were 
steaming  away  from  the  enemy.  The  Arizona  and  Entrella  were  headed 
toward  the  enemy ,  and  I  could  see  the  Ar!z(maH  beam  working.  Brown 
and  Dr.  Whitehead  began  to  remark  about  our  leaving;  then  one  of 
them  said,  ''Why,  even  the  Estrella  is  headed  toward  the  enemy. " 
Jordan  then  put  the  helm  down  and  we  headed  up,  and  as  soon  as  the 
30-pounder  rarrott  would  bear,  it  was  fired  at  extreme  elevation,  for 
the  vessels  were  nearly  3  miles  away.     Brown  and  Dr.  Whiteheaid  \q\iio 
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stood  over  the  ^un,  both  said  they  saw  the  shot  as  it  left  the  gun  and 
traced  its  trajectory  and  saw  it  strike  the  Queen,  I  did  not  see  the 
shot,  but  I  heard  it  tired,  heard  its  tlight,  and  its  landing  on  the  Qnetni^ 
its  explosion  and  the  rush  of  steam  that  followed.  The  Queen  had 
l)een  cotton-clad  above,  just  as  Jordan  was  hay -cladding  the  Calhoun. 
The  Quern  was  armored  like  the  Dluna  around  her  machinery,  and 
being  nuich  larger,  afforded  room  in  the  casemate  for  her  larger  guns, 
but  she  had  no  armor  on  her  upper  deck.  So  the  shell  we  lired,  being 
a  percussion  shell,  had  struck  on  her  roof,  exphxled,  cut  a  steam  pipe, 
and  set  fire  to  the  cotton.  The  engineers  were  driven  from  the  case- 
mate and  no  pump  could  be  started;  in  a  few  moments  the  Queeii  of 
the  ir^jMvas  in  ablaze;  2r)  of  her  people  were  scalded  or  burned  to 
death.  The  boats  of  our  Ueet  took  on  her  crew,  and  in  about  two 
hours  (7: 40)  her  magazine  exploded  and  she  was  no  more.  The  Grand 
Dule  and  Mary  T,  escaped  by  superior  speed  and  a  good  pilot.  This 
was  a  remarkable  battle.  The  captain  of  the  Quren-  was  named  Fuller; 
he  had  connnanded  the*/.  J.  Cotton  in  all  of  her  fights  against  us. 

lie  was  quoted  as  saying:  "There  is  that  d Ciuhoun.     I  would 

rather  see  the  devil  than  that  boat."  It  was  learned  later  that  these 
three  vessels  were  on  their  way  to  Berwick  Bay  to  capture  or  destroy 
the  Calhoun  and  FMvella^  exactlv  as  had  been  done  to  the  Went ji eld 
and  Ihn^inet  Lane  in  Galvestcm  6a von  the  1st  of  January.  Thev  had 
the  Diana  ready  to  help;  they  did  not  know  the  Clifton  and  Arizona 
had  reinforced  us;  they  did  not  expect  to  find  us  in  the  open  waters  of 
Grand  Lake.  They  had  taken  the  Qu^en  from  us,  and  she  was  the 
strongest  ship  they  had.  We  got  our  anchor  and  then  went  down  the 
lake  to  Brashear  City,  and  not«d  a  large  fire  and  ai)parent  explosion 
in  the  direction  of  the  Teche.     The  Estrello  followed  us  down.     *    *    * 

The  steamer  Sheldon  brought  in  about  fiftv  rebel  prisoners  from 
Berwick. 

Lieutenant-ColonelJ.  G.  Chandler,  quartermaster-general,  stretched 
a  telegraph  cable  across  the  bay  from  Brashear  to  Berwick,  and  thus 
the  rivers  were  connected  to  New  Orleans.  About  5:20  we  left 
Brashear  City  and  went  up  the  Teche  and  tied  to  the  Arizona.,  Banks' 
armv  had  again  invaded  and  overrun  the  Teche  countrv. 


Report  of  Miyor-Oeiieral  Banks,  XT.  S.  Army. 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Gulf,  lt>Tii  Army  Corps, 

/iouli(fni/\s^  beyond  X*  w  Iheria^  La,\  April  17^  1863, 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  we  set  out  on  the 
11th  instant  upon  the  expedition,  the  preparations  for  which  were  tem- 
porarily interrupted  by  the  necessitv  for  cooperation  with  the  navy  in 
the  passage  of  the  fleet  b}'  Port  Hudson. 

******* 

We  met  the  enemy  about  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  after  a 
brisk  engagement  drove  him  back  until  his  line  of  defense  was  revealed, 
and  took  up  a  position  which  enabled  us  to  reconnoiter  his  works  to 
advantage.     Here  night  interrupted  us. 

Early  the  next  morning  the  attuck  was  resumed.  We  soon  drove 
him  into  his  works  and  advanced  upon  them,  keeping  up  a  heav}'  fire 
of  artillery  to  silence  his  guns  and  prepare  the  way  for  an  assault.     At 
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nightfall  we  had  disabled  the  gunboat  IHnna  and  driven  her  out  of 

action,  almost  entirely  silenced  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  advanced  on 

both  sides  of  the  bayou  to  within  about  400  yards  of  the  works. 
******* 

The  gunboat  Arizona  got  aground  and  it  took  four  hours  to  get  her 
off. 

We  have  pursued  the  enemy  closelv  more  than  50  miles;  we  have 
destroyed  the  QueiJi  of  the  HV.v^,  and  liave  compelled  him  to  destroy 
the  gunboats  Diana  and  Ilart^  with  supplies  of  subsistence  and  ammu- 
nition, camp  equipage,  and  (fuartermaster  stores;  we  have  captured 
and  destroyed  his  salt  works  below  New  Iberia;  his  infantry  has  dis- 
persed over  the  pmiries  and  in  the  woods,  so  that  negroes  tell  us 
nothing  but  cavalry  and  artillery  passed  beyond  New  Iberia,  and  there 
is  no  thought  among  the  prisoners  and  inhabitants  that  he  will  make 
any  stand  this  side  of  Alexandria. 

On  the  0th  I  learned,  by  letters  from  Major-General  Richard  Taylor, 
commanding  the  Confederate  forces  in  this  district,  to  Captain  Fuller, 
commanding  the  gunboats,  he  was  preparing  to  attack  us  heavily  in 
the  [BayouJ  La  Fourche,  seeking  to  regain  that  region  and  the  waters 
of  Berwick  Bay. 

On  the  12th  we  opened  an  attack  which  has  destroyed  his  army  and 
his  gunboats.     There  is  not  a  gunboat  left  on  the  Teche. 

General  Taylor  in  his  letters  to  Captain  Fuller  refers  to  the  Grand 
Dvke  as  nearly  ready  to  receive  her  guns  and  the  Mary  T,  as  not  to  be 
waited  for,  because  she  \vill  not  be  ready  in  time  to  take  part  in  his 
contemplated  recapture  of  the  La  Fourche. 

I  think  the  Wehh  is  the  only  gunboat  now  in  condition  to  defend 
the  Butte-a-la-Rose,  and  have  oroered  our  gunboats  to  attack  and  take 
that  place,  aided  by  a  detachment  of  infantry.  1  shall  follow  the 
enemy,  without  pausing,  to  Opelousas. 


t. 


Great  credit  is  due  to  the  energy  and  efficiency  shown  by  the  offi- 
cers of  the  navy  in  this  operation.     *     *     * 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resi)e(*t fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Majnr'(Tene7*al^  (  binniandiny, 
Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General  in  Chief, 


Report  of  Lieutenant' Com  I nander  Lotrry^  U,  S,  Navy ^  command inq 
XJ.  S.  S,  Sciofa^  reyarding  the  (jroundnKj  of  that  vessel  while  on  a 
reconn  oissan  ce. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sciota, 
Ojf  Galveston^  Tex,^  April  i/T,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  request  I  got  underway  at  5:30  p.  m.  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  reconnoissance  and  looking  into  the  harbor 
of  Galvestfjn  from  the  northw^ard. 

Not  having  any  landmarks,  I  was  governed  by  my  lead  and  former 
l>earings,  steering  piecisely  as  on  previous  reconnoissance.  At  6:05 
p.  m. — the  leadsmen  giving  i^  and  2i  fathoms — 1  suddenly  touched  bot- 
tom, when  putting  my  helm  "'hard  a  port"  and  stopping  engines,  I 
found  myself  hard  and  fast  aground. 
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I  iinnuKliatcly  made  all  prepamtious  for  getting  off,  made  sigua- 
N<>.  1  ♦),  and  sent  a  l)oat  to  report  to  you  as  senior  oflScer;  got  out  kedge 
astern;  backed  engines  hard  and  hove  in  on  my  kedge  for  about  twenty 
minutes  without  success.  1  l)egan  lightening  ship  by  throwing  over- 
lK>ard  coal  and  water.  The  enemy  perceiving  I  was  ashore,  got 
underway  with  three  steamers  and  proceeded  down  to  Pelican  Spit. 

At  7  p.  m.  commenced  backing  hard  again  with  my  engines,  and  at 
7:40  p.  m.  1  found  1  was  afloat.  The  other  gunboats  came  to  my 
assistaniro,  but  1  was  off  the  bottom  before  they  reached  me. 

1  am  happy  to  state  that  I  have  received  no  injury  whatever.  I  threw 
overboarcl  3  tons  of  coal  and  all  my  water. 

Nothing  was  to  be  seen  of  the  Harriet  Lane.  Observed  five  steamers 
and  three  schooners  inside;  also  the  steamer  with  single  smokestack 
behind  the  building,  as  seen  before.  The  battery  on  Fort  Point  is 
evidently  being  casemated  and  raised  two  tiers. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  LowRY, 
Lieutenant- Com7nandet\  U.  S.  Navy 

Oommander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Coifimandin^  fK  S.  Naval  F(^rceH  hefore  Oalvest-im^  Tex. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragnt^  U.  /S\  Navt/^  to  Lieutenant- 
(\})ninander  Joiiett^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  asminie  command  of  the  ZJ.  S.  a^. 
/i,  R,  Cnylci. 

Above  Port  Hudson,  Ajyril  15.,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Mobile  blockade  and  report  yourself  to 
the  senior  naval  officer  present  there  for  the  commana  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
R.  R.  Ouyler^  relieving  Captain  George  F.  Emmons  in  the  command 
of  the  same. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Adm  iral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  James  E.  Jouett, 

•   Neio  Orleans, 


Ordrr  of  Rear- Admiral  Farra<jut^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Captain  Emmons., 
11.  A'.  Navy^  to  atssnme  amnnand  of  tlu   U.  S.  aS.  (Meida. 

Above  Port  Hudson,  Ajyril  iJ,  1SG:L 

Sir:  Upon  the  reporting  of  3^our  relief,  Lieutenant-Commander 
fJamos  E.  Jouett,  vou  w^ill  transfer  to  him  the  command  of  the  V.  S.  S. 
R.  R,  Cuyler  an(f  you  will  proceed  by  the  first  Government  vessel  to 
Key  West,  Fla.,  and  report  yourself  to  the  senior  naval  officer  i)resent 
th(»re  for  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Oneida.,  which  vessel 
you  will  bring  without  delay  to  New  Orleans,  1^.,  and  report  to  me 
or  Commodore  Morris,  whichever  may  be  there  in  command. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 
Rear'Adm,iraZ^  Commanding  Westerti  Gtdf  jS(/t(ad?'o?u 

Captain  George  F.  Emmons, 

Co7nmandi7i(/  U.  8.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler. 
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Order  of  Commodore  2lorrU^  U.  S,  Navy^  to  t/w,  senior  officer  off  coast 
of  Texas ^  forwardin/^  vafon^nudion  of  the  escape  frwn  Neao  Orleans 
of  the  steam  t\uj  Fox, 

U.  S.  S.    PENSAdOLA, 

Neir  Orleans,  April  17,  1863. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  oominimication  sent  to  me 
by  direction  of  the  commanding  brigadier-general  here  for  your 
information. 

You  will  ]>e  pleased  to  notify  the  commanding  oflScers  of  the  vessels 
under  your  command  of  the  subject-matter  of  the  communication. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  W.  Morris, 
Comftnodore  and  Senior  Officer. 

Senior  Officer, 

Off  Coast  of  Tf'xa.H. 

[EDcIoBuro.] 

Heaix^uarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

New  Orleans^  April  16^  1863. 

Commodore:  I  am  directed  by  the  brigadier-general  commanding 
to  inform  you  that  the  steam  tug  Fox,  in  the  employ  of  the  Quarter- 
master's Department,  went  out  of  Pass  d  TOutre  Sunday  morning  at 
2  o'clock  ana  has  not  since  been  heard  of.  It  is  probable  that  she  has 
gone  to  Havana  or  some  other  place  to  prepare  nerself  as  a  blockade 
runner.  The  general  requests  tnat  wherever  found  she  may  be  seized. 
Have  the  kindness  to  notify  the  oflScers  commanding  naval  stations, 
Ship  Island,  South  West  Pass,  Pensacola,  and  Key  West,  to  this  eflfect. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WiCKHAM  Hoffman, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
Commodore  aVloRRLs, 

C  S.  S.  Pensacola, 


Letter  fro) a  tly  Secretary  of  th;  Nary  to  (■ommodoi'e  HitchcocJc,  U.  S. 
Navy.,  (jii'ing  inffrrmation  of  continued  blocJcade  running  heticcen 
Havana  and  Mobile, 

Navy  D?:partment,  April  16^  1863. 

Sir:  The  following  '\^  an  extract  from  a  letter  jast  received  from 
Brigadier-deneral  William  Sooy  Smith,  commanding  First  Division 
Sixteenth  Army  Coi^ps,  La  Grange,  Tenn.: 

I  have  information  from  refugees  who  are  coming  in  daily  from  Mobile  and  South 
Alabama  that  schooners  run  thie  blockade  from  Havana  every  week,  supplying  the 
city  of  Mobile  and  the  surrounding  country  with  many  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 

Very  respectful!}',  etc., 

(jiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  R.  B.  Hitchcock, 

Comdg,  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna.^and  Seni<yr  Officer  off MMle^  Ala. 


L 


Report  of  Actintj  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hill,  U.  S.  Ifinn/,  i'ommandivg 
I'.  S.  bark  William  0.  Anderson^  i-egardin^  the  caj)itire  of  the  Gon- 

federate  schow\er  Royal  Yacht.  ^M 

U,  S.  Bark  William  G.  Andebson,  ^| 
Of  Gahestmi.  April  17,  186S.  ■ 
Sir;  1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  thp  captun^  hy  tiiis  ahip,  on 
the  evening  of  the  15th  instant,  of  the  Confedcrat*  schooner  Roi/al 
Yoeht  with  a  cargo  of  117  bales  of  cotton.  The  cii'ciiiimtanceB  are  as 
follows:  In  latitude  2f*'^  35'  N.  and  longitude  94^  10'  W.,ataliout  7:30 
a.  m.  on  the  lolh  instant,  a  sail  was  reported  from  the  mastheiid  bear- 
ing from  this  ship  S.  S.  W.  mid  standing  to  the  S.  E.  As  we  were 
w3l  to  windward  of  hiui,  I  immediately  kept  away  "ind  net  all  studding 
Bails,  but  the  schooner  soon  discovering  us  bcjian  to  haul  up  veiy 

fradually,  hoping  to  obtain  the  weather  gauge  of  us,  doubtless,  before 
should  observe  it.  I  at  once  hauled  upon  the  wind,  sent  my  royal 
yards  aloft,  bent  all  my  staysails,  and  set  them  and  wet  my  saifs  down 
thoroughly,  but  notwithstanding  all  my  exertions,  as  the  wind 
decreased,  the  chase  visibly  gaineu  upon  nie. 

As  I  was  now  convinced  the  schooner  was  a  blockade  runner,  I 
determined  to  attempt  to  overhaul  him  with  a  l>ont,  and  although  he 
was  at  least  12  miles  distant,  and  there  wa-s  quiti'  a  heavy  swell  ruti- 
ning,  1  started  my  second  cutter  with  ii  picked  crew,  in  charge  of 
Actmg  Master  George  Taylor,  in  chase.  After  a  pull  of  six  and  a 
half  houre  Mr.  Taylor  was  enabled  to  op«'n  upon  the  schooner  with 
a  small  Butler  rifle,  throwing  a  1-pound  shell,  but  it  was  not  until  he 
had  fired  fourteen  times  (every  shot  within  ea.'^y  range)  that  the  master 
of  the  vessel  hove  her  to,  and  it  was  just  dark  as  Mr.  Taylor  took  pos- 
session of  her  after  a  most  fatiguing  pull  of  'J5  miles. 

The  master  of  the  Rinjal  Yacht  frankly  acknowledged  she  was  a 
lawful  prize;  said  he  left  Sabine  Pass  on  the  night  of  the  13th  instant, 
had  no  papers  or  flag,  and  was  a  Confederate.  He  also  gave  me  * 
Houston  and  Galveston  papers  of  the  10th  and  13tb  instant,  as  well  as 
a  bundle  of  private  letters  from  persons  in  Texa.'*  to  their  friends  and 
correspondents  in  various  places.  The  schooner  is  a  fine  vessel  of  40 
tons  register,  drawing  but  fil  feet  in  ballast,  and  considered  the  fastest 
schooner  on  the  coast.  Indeed,  the  master  says  he  did  not  fear  any 
sailing  vessel  in  the  Gulf.  The  cargo  comprises  1*7  bales  of  most 
excellent  cotton,  weighing  4S.Hi8  pounds. 

1  shall  dispatch  the  prize  to  Key  West  at  onco  for  adjudication,  and 

I  enclose  with  this  a  complete  list  of  oiEcers  and  men  entitled  to  share 

in  the  prize.  _ 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei-vant,  ^1 

Frfdkric  S.  Hill.  V 

Acimg  Volunteer  Lienteiiant,  CornmanfUvij.   ^ 

Hon.  Gideon  WelleSj 

Seo'etary  If.  S.  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Hir:  Since  closing  up  mj  dispatch,  and  just  as  I  am  leaving  port,  I 
have  discovered  that  the  Hoyul  Yacht  ran  out  from  Galveston  on  the 
night  of  the  14th  instant;  the  master  being  an  experienced  pilot  on 
the  bar  was  enabled  to  avoid  the  blockading  fleet  off  this  port. 

The  master  of  the  Royal  Yacht  was  placed  in  command  of  the 
Harriet  Lane  after  her  capture  by  the  rebels,  as  I  learn  from  papers 
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found  upon  him,  and  he  asserts  that  she  was  run  out  of  Gralveston  on 
the  night  of  January  24,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Warley 
(formerly  of  the  U.  b.  Navy);  he  says  her  armament  was  taken  out  on 
January  11,  her  masts  on  the  16th,  and  in  this  state  she  drew  10  feet 
of  water,  and  as  the  tide  was  2  feet  higher  on  the  24th  Jauuaiy  than 
it  had  been  known  to  be  for  five  years,  they  had  no  trouble  in  running 
her  out.  The  man  says  it  was  proposed  to  sell  her  in  any  available 
port  and  purchase  a  propeller  in  her  stead,  as  she  had  not  sufficient 
capacity  for  carrying  coal.  The  man  seems  reliable,  and  is  a  particu- 
larly intelligent  person,  and  I  believe  his  story. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frederic  S.  Hili^, 
Actimj  Yoluuteer  Lieutenant^  ConrniancHmj, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  LK  S,  Navy.  Washington^  D,  C, 


Order  of  Commander  Mnllany^  V.  S,  Navy^  to  Acting  Volunteer* 
Lieutenant  Hill^  U,  S.  Natyy^  commanding  V.  S.  Bark  William 
G.  Anderson^  to  blockade  Aransas  and  Corpus  ChriMi. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  Galveston^  Tex.^  April  17^  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  W,  G.  Anderso7i^  under  your  com- 
mand, to  the  station  off  Aransas  and  Corpus  Christi,  on  the  coast  of 
Texas,  and  keep  up  as  close  a  blockade  of  those  points  as  possible. 

In  case  you  require  water  or  provisions  at  any  time,  you  are 
authorized  to  come  here  for  supplies. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  17th 
instant,  reporting  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Royal  Yacht.  You  will 
please  dispatch  her  to  Key  West,  sending  the  master  in  her  and  as 
many  of  the  crew  as  you  muy  deem  prudent. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  MuTiLANY, 

('oin)nander  and  Senior  Officer  l^csenf. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  8.  Hill, 

Coiniaanding  i\  S.  Bark  W.  G.  Andersim. 


Rep(»rt  of  Coiniiiodoi'e  BeU ^  V.  S.  Navy^  c<pmvumding  U,  S.  S, 
tirooklyn.,  ngardhig  the  temporary  wlthdravml  of  that  ves-sel  front 
the  Texas  hlockode. 

W  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Permicola  Bay.,  April  17 ^  1S6.L 

Sir:  The  Brooklyn.,  under  my  command,  requiring  thorough  calking 
of  hull  and  spar  deck,  and  extensive  repairs  on  the  boilers  and  machin- 
ery, 1  left  Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany,  in  the  U.  8.  S.  Bienville^  on 
the  1st  April,  with  the  gunboats  on  that  coast,  to  conduct  the  blockade 
of  Galveston,  Sabine  Pass,  and  the  coast  of  Texas,  and  departed  for 
New  Orleans  to  make  the  repairs,  but  failing  to  cross  the  bar  at  the 
South  West  Pass,  after  lying  aground  near!}"  two  and  a  half  davs,  I 
judged  it  expedient  to  proceed  to  this  place,  expecting  to  find  the 
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facilities:  nothing,  however,  hut  the  calking  can  be  done  here,  and  as 
soon  as  tne  hull  is  calked  I  will  start  for  Ship  Island,  where  I  under- 
stand the  machine  shop  is  still  located,  to  have  the  needful  repairs 
done  on  the  machinery,  the  facilities  of  a  machine  shop  being  indis- 
poiisa])le  for  most  of  that  work.  M\'  dc^t^ntion  there  will  be  about  two 
weeks.     I  shall  then  return  to  the  coa.st  of  Texas. 

Please  receive  herewith  a  copy  of  the  lu^port  of  immediate  repaira 
which  the  BroolJyn  retiuires. 

Having  forwarded  to  Rear-Admiral  D.  (r.  Farragut  a  report  of  the 
state  of  things  on  the  coast  of  Texas,  I  presume  he  has  advised  the 
Navy  Department  of  the  same. 

I  expect  to  leave  for  Ship  Island  on  the  22d  instant. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Voynmodore. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretari/ of  the  Nacy^    ]V(ishin<jto)i  C'tij^  />.  (■, 


Jir/fiN't  of  (\nnino(hyve  HHchv.ock^  U,  S.  .Yavt/^  reijardlmj  the  capture 

of  the  Hchooner  Alahanau  Apnl  IS^  JS63 

L'.  S.   S.  SuSgUEUAXNA, 

Lat.  ^O""  30'  ^.,  Long,, ,  Ajml  18,  J86S. 

Sir:  We  left  the  blockade  off  Mobile  last  evening,  April  17,  and 
ran  S.  E.  until  davHght  this  morning,  when  we  discovered  a  sail  to 
the  southward  and  eastward;  ran  for  her,  but  from  our  disabled 
machinery  were  not  up  with  her  until  4:30  p.  m.  She  did  not  show 
any  colors,  but  when  we  ran  in  range  of  her  she  hove  to  on  our  liring 
a  signal  gun;  boarded  her  and  was  informed  by  her  commander  that 
she  was  the  Confederate  schooner  Aluhama,  from  Havana,  April  11, 
bound  to  Mol)ile;  that  she  ran  the  blockade  at  Mobile  March  24.  The 
commander  also  informed  me  that  he  had  thrown  overboard  all  her 
papers,  colors,  etc.,  by  order  of  the  owners.  Her  cargo  consisted  in 
part  of  wine  (claret),  brandy  (in  casks),  coffee,  cheese,  sweet  oil,  soap, 
soda,  diy  goods,  nails,  cigars,  etc. 

Her  crew  consisted  of  Captain  Alexander  Newton,  born  in  Canada;  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  for  about  18  years,  residing  at  Mobile;  by 
profession  a  shipmaster;  has  served  in  the  U.  S.  Navy  on  board  the 
frigate  Columbid,  Commodore  Shubrick. 

Edward  Newton,  mate;  born  in  Canada;  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States;  residing  at  Mobile;  profession,  seaman. 

Cristoforo  Dobrilovik,  Austrian;  has  an  Austrian  protection  from 
the  consul  at  Mobile. 

Luca  Botteri,  Austrian;  has  an  Austrian  protection  from  the  consul 
at  Mol)ile. 

Antonio  Dal)ovich,  Austrian;  has  no  protection. 

Jos^  Ignacio  Rosa,  Portuguese;  has  a  certificate  from  the  Portuguese 
consul  at  Havana;  that  he  came  to  Matanzas  in  the  Confederate  vessel 
Julia,  and  that  he  is  at  liberty  to  embark  in  any  vessel  he  chooses. 

James  McKay,  cook;  born  in  Canada;  has  lived  in  the  United  States 
about  fifteen  months. 

I  took  her  crew  on  board  this  ship,  with  the  exception  of  James 
McKay,  cook,  and  put  Masters  Mate  E.  B.  Pratt,  w-ith  five  seamen 
and  two  marines,  on  board  of  her  and  took  her  in  tow. 
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At  the  time  of  the  capture  this  ship  had  left  the   Western  Gulf 
Blockading  Squadron  ana  was  on  her  passage  to  New  York. 

Key  West,  Afyril  2^,  1863. 

We  arrived  this  morning  with  the  schooner  Alabama  in  tov/. 
Our  engines  and  boilers  will  necessitate  our  stopping  here  for  a 
week  or  ton  days.     So  soon  as  they  are  in  condition  to  warrant  it  1 
shall  start  for  New  York. 

Very  respectf ullj^  your  obediant  servant, 

R.  B.  Hitchcock, 
Commodore^  Commanding  U.  S.  S,  Susquehanna. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington. 


Iiepo7*t  of  Coritrnodore  MorrU^  U.  S.  Navy^  regardina  the  sale  of  prizes  * 
at  New  Orleans  in  the  absence  of  an  admiralty  court. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
New  Orleans,  April  18.,  1863. 

Sir:  I  experienced  much  difficulty  as  to  the  disposition  to  be  made 
of  prizes  which  are  captured  and  sent  to  this  place  for  adjudication. 
There  is  no  admiralty  court  established  here  to  try  them  in. 

Several  of  these  prize  vessels  are  in  such  a  dilapidated  condition  as 
to  be  unseaworthy,  and  consequently  unsafe  to  be  sent  to  Key  West 
or  a  Northern  port  for  adjudication. 

Before  going  up  the  river  to  Port  Hudson.  Admiral  Farragut  gave 
me  instructions  to  have  all  these  vessels  and  their  cargoes  sold  here. 
I  am  now  doing  this  with  all  of  them,  with  one  exception.  This  con- 
sists of  the  Antfpna^  a  fine  iron  steamer  captured  under  English  coloi^s 
otf  Mobile  by  the  Vocahimiani  four  or  five  months  ago.  The  admiral 
had  this  vessel  and  her  cargo  appraised.  The  vessel  was  appraised  at 
about  §70,0()r>  and  her  cargo  at  about  $100,000.  The  admiral  directed 
her  cargo  to  be  landed  and  stored  in  a  bonded  warehouse,  which  was 
also  done.  He  then  directed  me  to  have  the  vessel  fitted  as  a  dispatch 
vessel  for  this  squadron.  This  has  also  been  done,  and  she  is  now 
l>eing  used  as  such. 

I  have  ordered  Lieutenant  Dewev,  late  executive  officer  of  the  frigate 
Missb<si]>pu  to  su])orintend  the  safes  of  these  vessels  and  their  cargoes, 
under  the  instructions  given  by  the  admiral.  The  cargoes  of  all  the 
vessels,  except  the  AnUmn.^  consisted  principally  of  cotton,  and  no 
difficulty  is  exp<'ri(Miced  in  their  sale.  But  the  ^7? ^;2^\v  cargo  being 
an  assorted  P^uropean  cargo,  meets  with  no  sale;  and  he  has  been  forced 
to  bid  the  greater  part  of  it  in,  to  prevent  its  being  entirely  sacrificed. 

I  would  now  ask  the  Department  to  instruct  me  as  to  its  disposal. 
If  it  is  retained  here  in  store  it  will  deteriorate;  if  sold,  it  will  be 
sacrificed.  1  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  Antona  should  be 
reloaded  w  ith  it  and  sent  to  a  N^orthern  port  for  adjudication,  or  the 
cargo  shipped  in  another  vessel  for  that  purpose. 

At  the  time  the  admiral  directed  her  cargo  to  be  landed  and  stored, 
he  did  so  under  the  expecttition  that  an  admiralty  court  was  about,  or 
.soon  would  be,  estal)lishfd  here. 
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I  have  the  officers  and  sonu^  of  the  crews  of  the  captured  vessels 
retained  hert*  as  prisoners  on  hoard  our  vessels,  but,  as  the  prize  ves- 
sels and  their  car^o(^s  (excepting  the  Anfona  and  hei's)  are  being  sola 
without  adjudic^ition  I  have  concluded  to  send  all  these  prisoners  north 
ill  the  CinutssHin^  to  1m>  disposed  of  as  the  Government  shall  decide. 

Adminil  Farrajrut  lias  directed  nie  to  notify  the  commanding  officers 
of  the  vessels  of  this  squadron  not  to  send  any  more  prizes  here  for 
adjudication  that  can  possibly  be  sent  to  Key  West  or  the  North. 
This  I  have  done,  Init  the  most  of  them  captured  consist  of  small  and 
unseaworthy  vessels  that  can  not  Ik^  safely  sent  across  the  Gulf  to  Key 
West.  Three  of  theni  have  arrived  here  since  the  admiral  left,  all 
laden  with  cotton.  One  of  them  1  dispatched  to  Key  West;  the  other 
two  I  have  been  compelled  to  retain  here,  and  shall  sell  them  and 
their  cargoes,  sending  nome  the  prize  officers  with  the  prisoners  cap- 
tured in  them  and  the  papers  found  on  hoard,  in  the  Cirrafisitf/t, 

The  ])apers  found  in  the^'l//^/^</  are  in  the  possession  of  the  admiral. 

I  send  liome  in  the  ClrrasHia)}  her  prisoners.  They  (consist  of  the 
following,  viz:  (Jcorge  (Jrindly,  master;  William  Cumming,  chief 
mate;  John  Patterson,  carpentei*;  Ilomce  Poutet.boy.  Acting  Master 
P^dward  Baker,  of  the  Ponth<mfas^  who  was  the  pi'ize  master  who 
brought  her  here,  is  still  retained  in  command  of  her. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hknky  W.  Morris. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nairy^  Wajihhujton^  JJ.  C, 


lieprrrt  of  (Annmodore  Morris^  U.  S.  Navy ^  fornmrdin^  prismiern  and 

papers  in  the  case  of  the  steamer  Antona. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
iVy//«  (Means,  .  l;>/v7  ^20,  1863, 

Sir:  Since  writing  and  sending  my  dispatch  to  vou,  dated  18th 
instant,  in  relation  to  the  prize  vessel  Anttma  and  asking  for  instruc- 
tions in  relation  to  her  1  have  concluded  to  send  home  by  the  C/rca^- 
sf'an  the  prize  master.  Acting  Master  Edward  Baker  (who  was  in  the 
Pocahontas  at  the  time  of  her  capture),  in  charge  of  the  prisoners 
taken  in  her,  with  the  papers  found  on  l>oard  and  the  appraisement 
made  of  the  vessel  and  her  cargo  here  by  order  of  Admiral  Farragut. 
These  witnesses  and  documents  wilU  1  am  informed,  be  sufficient  to 
have  the  vessel  and  cargo  lil)eled  and  adjudicated  in  the  United  States 
admiralty  court  at  New  York. 

1  am,  ver}'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  W.  Morrl*^, 
Cmnmodore  and  Senior  Ojjicer, 

Hon.  (tideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na^^y^  Washingt^fn^  I),  L\ 
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Boat  expedition  ^/>  Sahlne  Paxft^  ui/n*/l  i<*?,  1S63. 

Baport  of  Commander  Mallany,  TJ.  8.  Nayjf  annoancing  the  death  of  Lieatenant- 

Commander  McDermat,  XT.  8.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Of  Galveston,  Tex,,  April  W,  1863. 

Sir:  I  send  the  Cayuga  to  New  Orleans  in  charge  of  Acting  Master 
E.  D.  Percy,  her  executive  officer,  and  have  to  report  to  you  the  death 
of  Lieutenant-Commander  McDermat,  who  was  killed  m  a  skirmish 
with  the  enemy  on  the  18th  instant,  near  the  light-house  at  Sabine 
Pass. 

Commander  Abner  Read,  with  a  boat  from  the  New  London,  and 
Lieutenant-Conunander  McDermut,  with  another  from  the  Cayuga^ 
landed  at  the  light-house  to  reconnoiter.  The  party  were  surprised 
and  fired  upon,  but  Commander  Read  succeeded  in  escaping  with  his 
lK)at  and  crew,  although  he  and  nearly  all  his  men  were  wounded. 

I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the.  enclosed  report  addressed  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  by  Commander  Read,  from  which  you  will  obtain  full 
information  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

I  respectfully  recjuest  that  the  Cayuga  may  ]>e  sent  back  here  at  as 
early  a  day  as  practicable. 

An  additional  gunboat  is  much  needed  here  to  relieve  the  Itasca,  as 
she  will  soon  require  extensive  repairs. 

Very  respectfully,  3'^our  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  MULLANY, 

Couiinaiider  and  Senloj*  Officer. 

Commodore  Henry  W.  Morris, 

Senior  (>ffi<:er  present  at  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Lientenant-Commander  Read,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  New  London. 

IJ.  S.  S.  New  London, 
Off  Sahlne  Pass,  Tex.,  A/rrll  18,  1863. 

Siii:  Haying  sent  in  boats  sevcM'al  times  of  late  to  take  observations, 
and  the  result  of  the  same  seeming  to  show  that  the  enemy  was  in  small 
force  at  Sa})ine  City,  I  concluded  this  morning  to  take  a  final  observa- 
tion in  person,  preparatory  to  making  an  attempt  to  cut  out  the  steam- 
boats lying  at  the  town.  My  object  was  to  ascertain  the  positions  of  the 
steamers  as  to  each  other  and  their  situation  as  to  their  probable  relief 
from  the  troops  in  i\\v.  town  in  case  1  should  make  an  attack.  I  took 
a  boat's  crew  of  five,  togi^ther  with  rfames  G.  Taylor,  pilot,  and  at  half 
ijist  9  o'clock  this  morning  started  to  go  in.  Lieutenant-Conunander 
).  A.  McDermut,  of  the  gunboat  Cayuga,  with  a  boat's  crew,  acconi- 
l)anied  me.  We  directed  our  course  toward  the  light- house,  where  our 
former  expeditions  have  landed  without  molestation. 

The  light-house  is  situated  upon  the  Louisiana  side  of  the  pass  and 
about  4  miles  from  Sabine  City.     It  stands  upon  an  open  piece  of 

t»round,  affording  no  place  of  concealment  for  an  enemy  excepting  the 
ight-houso  and  keepers  housc^  and  with  projxu*  precaution  is  consid- 
ered a  safe  place  to  land. 
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(Captain  McDermut  landed  on  the  beach  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
nearer  the  li^ht-houi>e  than  nu-self ,  and  he  and  his  men  went  directly 
toward  the  light-house  and  keeper's  house.  I  landed,  and  with  three 
of  ni}^  men  was  walking  along  the  beach  under  partial  cover  of  a  low 
ridge,  the  others,  with  the  pilot,  remaining  in  the  t>oat  to  bring  it 
around  the  point. 

As  Captam  McDermut  approached  the  light-house  a  party  of  the 
enemy,  numbering  between  (JO  and  70,  suddenly  made  their  appear- 
ance from  l)ehina  the  light  keepers  house  and  took  three  of  the 
CayugiCs  boat's  crew  prisoners  at  once.  The  enemy  commenced  firing. 
We  commenced  retreating  to  our  boats  and  succeeded  in  reaching 
them,  but  thej^  were  in  shallow  water  and  mud.  The  NewLondoii^s  crew 
were  ordered  to  jimip  in  the  water  and  to  try  to  shove  it  into  deeper 
water,  which  was  done.  Captain  McDermut  and  two  of  his  men  were 
in  his  boat,  and  when  we  were  about  10  vai'ds  from  him  I  saw  him 
standing  up  and  waving  his  white  handkerchief  to  surrender,  probably 
thinking  that  further  attempt  at  escape  wjis  useless.  The  enemy  then 
directed  their  fire  upon  th<»  boat  of  the  Nrw  Lmidon^  pouring  in  volley 
after  volley  of  rifle  balls  and  buckshot.  We  returned  the  fire  as 
effectively  as  we  could  and  succeeded  in  bringing  off  our  boat,  though 
in  a  crippled  condition,  and  but  one  man  in  it  was  uninjured.  Con- 
sidering the  murderous  fire  to  which  we  were  exix)sed  and  the  over- 
whelming number  of  the  enemy  in  comparison  with  our  own,  our 
escape  is  almost  miraculous.     The  boat  was  complet<?ly  riddled. 

Lieutenant-Commander  McDermut  and  his  boat's  crew  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy. 

I  can  not  omit  calling  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  effi- 
cient service  rendered  m  this  and  all  our  other  boat  expeditions  by 
Jame^  G.  Taylor,  pilot.  Though  severely  wounded  in  two  places,  he 
kept  firing  at  the  enemy  with  good  effect.  I  can  not  forbear  mention- 
ing the  ])rav(^ry  and  intrepidity  of  my  boat's  crew%  all  of  whom,  with 
one  exception,  wen*  wounded,  but  who  nevertherless  brought  the  boat 
off  to  the  vessel.  I  would  particularly  mention  (iabriel  (/halapas, 
ordinarv  seaman,  who,  notwithstanding  a  mo'^t  severe  and  painful 
wound  m  the  foot,  kept  his  place  at  the  oar  from  the  time  we  left  the 
beach  until  we  reached  the  vessel. 

I  herewith  transmit  the  report  of  casualties  by  Acting  Assistant 
Surgeon  L.  II.  Kendall. 

Very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Rrad, 
Lieut  en  an  t-  Cmn  in  and*^. 

lion.  Gii>EON  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  ilw  ^avij^  Washtngtan  Clty^  T>.  C. 


Additional  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Read,  U.  8.  Havy,  regarding  the  death  of 

Lieatenant-Commander  McDermat,  XT.  8.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  New  London, 
Off  Sahine  Pana^  Tex,^  Saturday  Evening^  April  18^  18GS. 

Sir:  This  afternoon  about  4  oVlock  a  flag  of  truce  was  seen  coming 
out  of  the  pass,  and  I  sent  a  flag  to  meet  it.  By  it  I  received  the  melan- 
choly intelligence  of  the  death  of  Lieutenant-Commander  D.  A.  Mc- 
Dermut.    I  was  infomied  that  at  the  time  he  was  captured  he  did  not 
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think  himself  severely  injured,  but  shortly  after  being  taken  to  Sabine 
City  he  expired.  The  officer  who  came  out  with  the  Hug  informed  us 
that  if  we  could  preserve  the  remains  they  would  give  them  up;  if  not, 
they  would  bury  him  with  military  honors.  They  also  informed  me 
that  two  of  the  Cayugas  crew  were  slightly  wounded  and  admitted  on 
their  part  the  loss  of  one  lieutenant  killed. 

From  the  fact  that  I  saw  Lieutenant-C-ommander  McDennut  stand- 
ing up  in  his  boat  and  waving  his  white  handkerchief  in  surrender, 
and  from  the  location  of  his  wounds,  I  am  of  the  full  conviction  that 
he  was  mortally  wounded  while  sitting  in  his  boat  after  surrender. 

I  sent  in  a  boat  with  Assistant  Surgeon  Bogert^  of  the  Cayuga^  and 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Kendall,  of  the  New  Limdoh^  to  embalm  the 

body  and  bring  it  off.     The  remains  have  been  received  on  board  the 

Cayuga  and  will  be  forwarded  to  his  friends  by  the  first  opportunity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Read, 
Lumtfm/nt  t-  Omnmaiuh  r. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Sect*€taini  of  the  Nary^  Wffx/iinyfon  Oity^  />.  V, 


Lilt  of  cMualtiei. 

U.  S.  S.  New  London, 
Off  Sahine  Pass,  Tea\,  April  19,  1S63. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  following  as  a  list  of  the  casualties  occur- 
ring yesterday,  April  18,  in  the  skirmish  with  the  enemy  at  Safcine 
Pass: 

Commander  A.  Read,  gunshot  wound  of  the  eye;  serious. 

James  O.  Taylor,  pilot;  gunshot  wounds  of  the  hip,  scrotum,  and 
thigh;  serious. 

Charles  Hamilton,  seaman;  gunshot  wound  of  the  arm;  serious. 

Thomas  H.  Gorml}^  ordinary  seaman;  gunshot  wound  of  the  neck 
and  thigh;  serious. 

Gabriel  Chalapas,  ordinary  seaman;  gunshot  wound  of  the  foot; 
serious. 

George  Miller,  ordinary  seaman;  gunshot  wound  of  the  thigh;  slight. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LuciAN  H.  Kendall, 

Acting  Asisistant  SHrgm/i, 

Commander  A.  Read. 


Beport  of  Lieatenant-Commander  Bead,  IT.  8.  Navy,  stating  the  reaioni  for  the  ezpeditioii. 

U.  S.  S.  New^  London, 
Off  Sahim  PasH,  Tex, ,  April  JO,  1H63, 

Sir:  I  very  respectfully  wish  to  submit  the  following  in  explanation 
of  m}'  desire  to  make  personal  observations  of  the  situation  of  the 
enemy  at  Sabine  City  on  the  18th,  which  led  to  such  unfortunate 
results,  and  the  importance,  could  I  have  succeeded  in  my  w  hole  design. 

By  the  capture  of  one  of  their  river  steamboats  at  Sabine  City  I 
could  have  captured  seven  others  and  would  be  in  possession  of  Sabine 
River,  and  by  destroying  ferries  cut  off  comnmnication  between  thftvv 
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armies  in  wostoni  Louisiana  and  l^exas.  This  part  of  tlu^  country 
would  readil}'  supply  tlu»  army  and  navy  with  beef.  With  these 
views  in  mind,  I  was  anxious  to  capture  one  of  their  steamboats,  and 
to  be  successful  I  considered  personal  observation  necessary,  as  I 
should  have  accompanied  so  important  an  expedition. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Read, 
L  ieutenan  t-  ( "om  m  ander, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nmry^  Washington  Oity^  7>.  i\ 


Letter  expretting  regret  and  congratulation  from  Commander  Mnllany,  TJ.  8.  HaTj,  to 
Lieutenant-Commander  Bead,  TJ.  8.  Havy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Kew  London. 

r.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
OffGalvesUm,  Tex,,  April '20,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  19th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  attack  made  upon  the  boats  of  the 
Vamiga  and  New  Lomhm  at  Sabine  Pass. 

I  regret  extremely  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
McDermut  and  the  woundinsf  of  vourself  and  so  manv  other  brave  men. 

I  congratulate  you,  however,  on  your  escape  under  such  adverse 
circumstances  from  the  hands  of  the  enemv. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.   M.  MULLANY, 

Command^T  and  Se7ii(yr  Officer  IW^ent. 

Commander  Abner  Read, 

Commanding  U,  S.  S,  New  London,  offi  S{J>ine  Pann, 


Beport  of  Brigadier-General  8ourry,  C.  8.  Army,  tranimitting  telegram. 
HEAlXiUARTEHS   EASTERN   SUBDISTRKTT   OF   TkXAS, 

Ilouaton,  T(',t\,  Ajtril  UK  AWJ. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  reporting,  for  the  information  of  the  major- 
general  commanding,  the  following  telegram  directed  to  me  and  just 
received: 

Headquarters,  Sabine  Pasf^  April  «v,  JSOS. 

Last  night  I  placed  30  men  in  the  lij^ht-hoiiwe,  under  Lieutenant  Jones,  of  (irifHii's 
battalion.  To-<iay  at  11  o'clock  l.'i  Federals  came  up  to  the  liglit-houpe  in  two  sniall 
lK)at8.  We  captured  6  men,  including  Captain  McDermut,  of  tlie  ('(lytujn^  who  was 
mortally  wounde<l,  and  tlie  captain's  ffjjj.  Tlie  otlier  boat  escapi^d  with  8  men. 
Four  were  kille<l  in  the  water.  Secxjnd  Lieutt»nant  Wripht,  of  D  Company,  (Trillin's 
battalion,  was  killed,  gallantly  leading  the  men.     No  other  ca^ualtien. 

Wm.  II.  Griffin, 
LmUenant' Colonel t  Comnumd'mg  Stihine  Pui^. 

I  would  also  report  that  on  the  13th  instant  Captain  Charles  Fowler, 
with  3  men,  on  the  Don  Juan^  was  captured  while  on  a  reconnoissance 
m  Sabine  Bay.     I  shall  transmit  the  official  reports  so  soon  as  received. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

W.  R.  Scurry, 
Brigadii^'r-  General,  ( 'inmnanding. 
Captain  E.  P.  Turner, 

AHMtstant  Adjata/it-  (rrm-ral. 
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Beport  of  Brigadier-General  Scurry,  C.  8.  Army,  tranimittiiig  report  of  lieutenant- 
Colonel  Griffin,  C.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters  Eastern  Subdistrict  op  Texas, 

Iloiwtan,  April  23,  1863. 

Captain:  *  *  *  I  beg  t()  say  to  the  major-general  commanding 
that  the  Lucy  (rmn  has  been  in  Matagorda  IJay  for  near  if  not  quite 
two  weeks. 

The  blockading  squadron  has  continued  off  our  coast  ever  since  the 
raajor-geneml  left,  the  only  change  being  a  gunboat  (supposed  to  be 
the  Penobscot)  having  taken  the  place  of  the  Brooklyn,  she  having 
left  about  eight  days  ago. 

The  enemy's  fleet  are  moving  about  from  one  place  to  another,  but 
for  no  great  distance.  Captain  Barney,  C.  S.  Navy,  has  declined  to 
cooperate  with  me  in  fitting  up  the  Harriet  Lime  in  the  manner  indi- 
cated to  me  in  one  of  the  major-general's  former  letters  and  also  men- 
tioned in  the  one  now  before  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  the  information  of  the  major-general 
commanding  Lieutenant-Colonel  Griffin's  report  of  an  engagement  with 
a  detachment  of  the  enemy  on  the  18th  instant.     *    ♦     * 

The  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  directed  Captain  Barney 

to  transfer  the  TTarrlet  Lane  to  the  Department  of  War.     Orders  have 

l>een  received  for  the  major-general  commanding  to  secure  her.    What 

shall  be  done  with  her?     I  will  place  a  trusty  officer  in  charge  of  her. 

Might  she  not  be  sent  out  with  a  load  of  cotton  and  sold  in  a  Spanish 

port  and  purchase  made  of  an  effective  war  vessel  ? 

*  *  »  «  *  «  «- 

The  Harriet  Lane  has  not'  been  fitted  up  as  j^ou  directed,  in  conse- 
quence of  Captain  Barney  declining  to  cooperate  with  me.     *     *     * 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  S(Ttrry, 
RrUjadivr-  Getieral,  Commanding. 
Captain  Edmund  P.  Turner, 

Aiisl^tanf  Adjutant- Gen^^i'al^  Fort  Brovm,  Tex. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Oriffln,  C.  8.  Army. 

1Ii:ad.,uarters, 

SaUne  Push^  April  '28,  186:L 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make*  th(^  following  report  as  to  my  engjige- 
ment  between  a  pint  of  th(^  troops  uiidor  my  command  and  a  smallpart 
of  the  enemy  on  Saturday,  the  ISth  instiuit: 

On  Friday  afternoon  (the  17th  instiint)  one  of  my  pickets  reported 
that  a  boat  f lom  the  Federal  gunboat  had  landed  7  men  on  the  Louisi- 
ana shore,  and  that  they  were  then  in  the  light-house  making  observa- 
tions. Before  I  could  make  any  arrangement  to  capture  them  they 
withdrew  to  the  Federal  fleet.  1  th(»n  determined  to  lay  a  plan  to  cap- 
ture the  next  pirty  that  should  come  to  the  light-house.  I  subsetiuently 
on  that  night  placed  a  party  of  30  men,  under  the  command  of  F'irst 
Lieutenant  W.  J.  Jones,  of  C  Company,  and  Second  Lieutenant  E.  T. 
Wright,  of  n  Company,  Tweniy-first  ((xriffin's  battalion)  Texas  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  in  th(»  light-house  and  the  dwelling  house  near  it. 
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instructing  Lieutenant  Jones  not  to  let  his  men  show  themselves  in  the 
boat,  and  to  endeavor  to  capture  any  party  of  the  Federals  that  should 
land.  On  Saturday,  at  about  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  13  men  in  two  small 
boats  from  the  Federal  gunboats  landed  at  about  600  yards  from  the 
light-house.  Three  of  the  men  approached  very  cautiously  to  within 
a  few  yards  of  the  light-house,  when,  upon  a  demand,  they  surrendered; 
the  other  men,  having  400  yards  the  advantage  of  my  men,  started  at 
the  double-quick  step  to  their  boats.  My  men  immediatelv  gave  chase, 
being  gallantly  lecl  by  Lieutenants  Jones  and  Wright.  Tte  boat  from 
the  Cayuga^  with  Captain  McDermut,  mortally  wounded,  and  5  sailor 
men,  captured.  The  boat  from  the  N<^  Lonilan^  with  its  captain  and 
the  notorious  traitor  Taylor,  escaped.  I  have  since  learned,  under 
a  flag  of  truce  that  everyone  in  the  boat  was  wounded  except  one. 
Captein  llead  lost  an  eye,  besides  receiving  another  wound.  Taylor 
was  also  wounded  dangerously  in  two  different  places. 

It  becomes  my  melancholy  duty  to  inform  you  that  Second  Lieuten- 
ant E.  T.  Wright,  of  Company  D,  Twenty -first  Texas  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, was  instantly  killed  by  a  Hai*per's  Ferry  ball  through  the  brain 
wnile  gallantly  leading  and  urging  on  the  men  under  his  command. 
No  one  else  of  the  men  of  my  command  was  at  all  wounded. 

Too  much  credit  and  praise  can  not  be  given  to  Lieutenant  W.  J. 
Jones,  of  C  Company,  Twenty-first  Texas  Volunteer  Infantr}^  for  his 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  on  the  occasion.  Captain  McDermut,  of 
the  Cayuga^  died  at  2  p.  m.  on  the  same  day  of  tne  wounds  received. 
AssivStant  Surgeon  Barton  and  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Murray  did 
everything  they  could  to  relieve  his  sufferings  and  to  save  his  life,  but 
in  vain.  Immediately  after  his  death  I  dispatched  a  flag  of  truce  out 
to  the  Federal  fleet  under  Major  H.  A.  Hamner  and  Second  Lieuten- 
ant F.  H.  Baile}^  proposing  either  to  bury  the  body  on  the  next  day 
with  the  honors  of  war  or  to  surrender  the  body  to  Captain  Read 
if  he  wished  it.  He  chose  the  latter,  and  sent  Doctors  Bayoth  [BogertJ 
and  Kendall,  of  the  Federal  Navy,  for  the  body.  They  took  charge 
of  it  and  carried  it  on  board  ship,  intending  to  send  it  to  his  family 
in  New  York. 

At  the  request  of  R.  V.  Cook,  captain,  commanding  Company  D, 
Twenty-first  Texas  Volunteer  Infantrv,  I  shall  send  the  body  of  the 
gallant  Lieutenant  E.  T.  Wright  to  his  relations  in  Columbus,  Colo- 
rado County,  Tex. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bring  to  the  notice  and  consideration  of  the 
conmianding  general  that  in  order  to  properly  defend  Sabine  Pass  I 
have  found  and  still  find  it  necessary  to  keep  troops,  scouts,  and  pick- 
ets on  the  Louisiana  side  of  the  channel.  Though  that  is  not  a  part 
of  the  district  under  the  command  of  the  brigadier-general  com- 
manding the  eastern  subdistrict  of  Texas,  I  consider  it  a  military 
necessity,  and  shall  so  continue  to  act  unless  otherwise  instructed  hv 
the  brigadier-general  commanding.  I  am  advisedly  informed  that  all 
the  beef,  mutton,  and  pork  used  on  the  Federal  gunboats  are  procured 
on  Lake  Calcasieu.  Calcasieu  Parish,  La.  This  country  is  very  remote 
from  the  commanas  of  Generals  Taylor  and  Sibley  or  any  other  gen- 
eral commanding  m  Louisiana.  It.  is  all-important  that  these  depre- 
dations should  be  stopped. 

1  have  already  instructed  Captain  [J.  A.]  Ware,  commanding  the 
cavalry  squadrons,  to  keep  scouts  on  the  Louisiana  shore  and  to  cap- 
ture all  parties  of  Federal  depredators  upon  or  landing  upon  the  coast. 
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1  understand  tliat  northern  Ijouisiana  has  loeently  been  added  to  the 
comniand  of  the  niajor-t^eneral  eonmiandingthe  district  of  Texas,  etc*.; 
if  so,  I  hereby  make  application  that  Calcasieu  Parish,  La.,  be  added 
and  constitute  a  part  of  the  eastern  subdistrict  of  Texas,  and  that  my 
command  be  extended  over  the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  Griffin, 
Lir.utenunt-Colanel^  Commandmg  Te^'as  Vohmteer  Infmitry^ 

'    (Wf7imandi)ig  Sabine  Pass^  etc. 
Captain  A.  N.  Miller, 

Ai<sif(tant  AdjiLtaid-  (jt-nrntl. 


Order  of  Commander  MidUiny^  U,  A'.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant- Cmmnander 
Lewisy  [J.  aS\  Natry^  commanding  IJ,  S,  S.  Itasca, 

U.  8.  S.  Bienville, 
Of  Galveston^  Tex.,  April  20,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed,  with  the  Itasca  under  your  command, 
off  Sabine  Pass  and  there  report  to  Commander  Abner  Read  for  tem- 
porary blockading  service  on  that  station. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  MULLANY, 

Commander  and  Senior  Offiiur. 

Lieutenant-Cxjmmander  R.  F.  R.  Lewis, 

Commanding  U,  S.  (runhoat  Itasca,  off  Galveston,  Tex. 


Capture  of  Butte-a-la-Rose,  April  20,  1863. 

Report  of  Ueateiutiit-Coiiunander  Cooke,  IT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  SttreUa. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Estrella, 

Uuttt-a-la'Bose,  La.,  April  22,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  19th  instant  1  sent  the  Arizona,  Captain  Upton,  to 
reconnoiter  this  place,  and  on  the  20th,  during  the  forenoon,  attacked 
it  with  all  the  e^un boats,  the  Clifton  and  the  Arizona  leading  and  the 
Calhoun  and  hHtrella  following.  Captain  Crocker  pushed  the  Clifton 
ahead  very  gallantly  and  received  the  first  fire.  Captain  Upton  fol- 
lowed close  ill  the  Arizona  \s\i\i  the  same  spirit,  and  they  both  engaged 
the  battery  and  a  gunboat  lying  there.  After  firing  two  or  three  shots 
the  gunboats  started  up  the  Atchafalaya  at  full  speed  and  the  Arizona 
followed.  The  fort  immediately  ceased  firing  and  surrendered,  when 
the  Clifton  followed  the  Ariztpna  in  pursuit  of  the  rebel  gunlK)at.  The 
bayou  being  so  narrow  and  intricate  our  vessels  could  not  work  to 
advantage  and  she  escaped.  Fort  Burton  at  Butte-a-la-Rose  is  a  bat- 
tery of  two  old  siege  guns,  one  24  and  one  32  pounder,  with  a  garri- 
son of  about  t)Omen,  commanded  by  Captain  Holmes,  of  the  Crescent 
Regiment.  We  took  the  whole  garrison  prisoners.  There  was  a  large 
quantitity  of  ammunition  and  a  supply  of  commissary  stores,  all  m 
good  condition. 

The  gunboat  we  encountered  is  a  steamer  that  was  formerly  called 
the  Mai*y  T  She  has  been  fitted  up  as  a  Southern  war  vessel,  pro- 
tected with  cotton   bales,  and   carries  two  24-pounders,   two  light 
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I 'i-jK)under8.  aud  a  siiiall  hnnitzt'f,  lH'si(li'.s  a  coiiipanv  of  sharpahw  _ 
(;i-s.     Hfi'  ]iienciit  nmiie  is  the  (.'ntfon,  in  boiiur  of  (Juptaiii  Kiiller's  old 
host  in  tl«>  Tcche.     A  fpw  (kvH  nyo  there  was  tinother  one.  here  of  tlM_ 
same  style,  rather  lartrcr,  cnllr^d  WK^rand  J}tde-     It  was  intendoAl 
that  these  ver-sels  shoiiltl  accompany  the  Qu/>en  of  the  Wist  in  her  expfr-d 
dition  tci  Gfaiid  Lake,  l)ut  they  arrived  too  late.     The  enemy  are  fitting^ 
otbei"  stoaniers  in  the  same  way  up  Red  River. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  P.  Cooke, 
Lieutenant -Comviander,  Coiiiiiiuvdiny. 
Commodore  Morkis,  U.  S.  Navy, 

r.  S.  S.  Peuxaco/'a,  New  Orff^/is. 


it  Enginsar  Baird,  H,  8,  Havy,  C. 

April  SO,  7S6V.— Tlip  VHfl/,,,.  i  -.ilLmnu  Arisom,tmi\  J-JxtreUu  ^om^ 
Bayou  Chene,  into  it   up  thi-  Ahhjirniaya  River,  approach  Butte-il-la- 
Rose,  and  make  a  dii.-ii  iiround  I  lie  liend  tit  H  oVIock  and  take  the  fort. 
The  fight  was  short,  sharp,  and  decisive.     It  was  done  after  the  style 
of  nnttdy  Farragut;  we  rush  in.     The  contrabands  had  told  us  cor-  ■ 
rectly  thiit  "  De  Loozy-anna  Tijrers  in  de  fote  done  practice  at  de  tar-  | 
^'ot  off  de  p'int  iMitil  dey  can  hit  him  in  de  biiirseye."     Sure  enongh   ■ 
the  Cli/loii  and  Vnlh'iiin  were  struck  iwvenil  times,  though  the  rebelBJ 
hud  but  four  guns  (Sri-pounders).     The  CUftmi  had  the  stub  end  of  j 
one  air-pump  link  shot  away,  but  fortunately  the  other  one  carried  the  1 
load.     Our  boats  had  everyone  been  smashed  by  the  trees  lu  the  nar-  | 
row  bayous  and  wc  had  not  a  boat  to  put  in  the  water.     The  Grattd  1 
Duke  was  at  the  fort  when  we  came  and  she  ran  away.     We  pursued.! 
her  and  by  good  fortune  shot  away  the  boom  that  carried  her  stem  J 
boat  and  dropped  it  into  the  water.     8he  escaped  by  superior  spee' 
and  turning  power.     We  got  the  boat,  and  it  wat  the  one  we  used  i_ 
lauding  that  day  and  in  bringing  up  the  Louisiana  Tiger*.,  who  wer^ 
now  our  prisonei-s.     Thev  were  well-dressed,  neat,  polite,  and  edu--^ 
cated  young  men.     The  Mfll'i  look  them  (50)  Iwek  to  Brashear  City. 
We  fired   but  three  shots  and  b<-lievc  all  hit;  certainly  one  hit  the 
GmntI  Diil-e.    The  Ti-jers  said  the  ship.s  looked  most  formidable  and 
appeared  as  if  they  would  run  rij:rht  over  or  through  the  fort.     We 
nished  right  up  to  it  and  the  four  black  vessels,  all  tiring.made  asav- 
age  appearance-     So<in  a.s  the  transports  came  we  landed  SlKl  soldiers 
in  the  fort;  itcould  accommodate  about  70;  the  rest  went  on  the  ground 
back  of  it,  which  would  have  been  swamp  excepting  that  the  rebels  had 
felled  all  the  cypress  trees,  burned  the  brancnes,  etc.,  and  it  made  a 
sort  of  covering  for  the  moss,  which  was  safe  to  walk  over.     They 
had  cleared  this  land  so  as  t^i  defend  against  an  attack  from  a  lake  into 
which  the  Op<>lousas  River  emptied,  evidently  fearing  an  attack  from 
the  north. 

Th{'  liit.T  we  received  in  that  light  did  not  hurt  us  much.  One  was 
on  the  hull  just  above  the  copjier.  near  the  stern,  and  though  it 
crushed  a  plunk  yet  it  broke  uo  fi-ame;  it  was  a  glancing  blow.  Oue 
tore  away  some  of  the  upijer  works  which  trees  had  loosened,  and  the 
third  struck  the  shaft,  probably  glancing,  for  it  left  only  a  mark.  Its 
hegira  through  the  wheelbouse  could  not  be  traced  Iwcause  that  cover- 
ing had  lieen  so  badly  shattered  by  the  trees  that  it  was  already  in 
splinters. 
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Beport  of  Lieatenant-Commander  Cooke,  IT.  8.  Kavy,  forwarding  captured  flag. 

V.  S.  GUNHOAT    KSTKELLA,  J///v7  //,   186\i. 

Dear  8ir:  Accompanying  this  is  the  Confederate  flai^  of  the  garri- 
son at  Fort  Burton,  liutte-a-la-Rose,  which  we  captured  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  20th  instant.  You  richly  deserve  the  distinction  of  receiv- 
ing it  for  the  gallant  and  dashing  manner  in  which  you  pushed  your 
vessel  under  fire  and  received  the  first  shot  of  the  enemv. 
Yours,  truly, 

A.  P.  Cooke, 
Zleuienanf-Comjnander  and  Sen!(u'  Offi<iei\ 

Captain  Fredekk^k  Crocker. 


[Ttfl<*grani.] 

Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Opelomas^  April  24^  186S. 

The  commanding  general  congratulates  you  upon  your  victory  and 
begs  you  to  accept  his  sincere  thanks  for  it.  It  is  of  great  importance 
to  us.  One  regiment,  including  the  four  companies  on  the  gunlK)ats, 
is  ordered  from  Brashear  to  Butte-a- la-Rose  to  take  post  there  and  hold 
it  to  the  last  extremity.  The  commanding  general  wishes  you  to  have 
one  gunboat  at  Butte-a- la-Rose  to  strengthen  the  defenses.  We  will 
provide  additional  floating  batteries  as  soon  as  possible. 

Richard  B.  Irwin, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke, 

Comma ndimj  U.  S.  GujihoatH. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Sec7*etary  of  War  regard- 
in(/  traffic  carried  on  through  3fatanioras^  Mexico, 

Navy  Department,  April  21,,  186S, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  cx)mmunica- 
tioii  1  have  this  dav  addressed  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Chase,  Secetarv  of 
the  Treasury,  in  refenMice  to  the  constant  and  'Extensive  traflic  that 
appears  to  be  carried  on  by  both  foreigners  and  citizens  of  the  United 
States  with  tlie  insurgents  through  the  port  of  Matamoras,  on  the  Rio 
(irande.  As  stated  in  the  communication  to  Mr.  Chase,  the  only  sure 
means  of  checking  this  illicit  and  injurious  intercourse  seems  to  l)e  in 
occupying  with  our  military  forces  the  left  bank  of  the  Rio  Gmnde,  in 
I  exas. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

(tideox  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Hon.  K.  M.  Stanton, 

St'(i\tnry  (f  War, 


Report  of  (Uniiinodirrc  Btlh  f\  A'.  Nary^  regarding  the  eA<cape  of  th4> 

sttanii  r  J^fKv  into  M(ibih\ 

r.  S.  Stuam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Pensacola  Bay,,  April  21^  186S, 

Sir:  I  observe  by  a  paper  from  Mobile  that  the  steamboat  Fo,r  was 
run  in  under  the  gims  of  Fort  Morgan  at  3  a.  nh  of  the  15tK  Iwt^VtsvwV, 
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notwithstanding  the  fire  of  thirty  shots  at  her  by  the  blockade.  The 
same  article  states  that  she  was  captured  by  a  party  of  15  men,  under  one 
Captain  Andrews,  who  visited  the  Passes  of  the  river  (going  from  New 
Orleans,  I  presume)  for  some  such  enterprise.  They  captured  her  at 
a  coal  yard  at  Pass  4  I'Outre  and  ran  straight  for  Mobile,  flying  the 
United  States  flag,  her  officers  and  crew  assisting  to  navigate  her. 
One  or  more  small  steamers,  armed,  should  be  constantly  in  those 
Passes  to  protect  our  tmde  and  tugs  there,  else  we  shall  soon  have  more 
of  such  enterprises. 
I  want  some  15  or  20  barrels  cannon  powder,  but  can  get  none  here. 
My  hull  is  bare  of  paint,  after  calking,  and  there  is  neither  paint 
nor  paint  oil  to  be  had. 

I  shall  send  requisitions  to  New  Orleans  for  these  and  other  indis- 
pensable supplies. 

Verj'^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Comiinod<m\ 
Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut. 

Co77mimul! n(j  Western  GhIj  BU»chading  Sqna^Jron, 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer*  Lieutenant  Ilill^  U,  S,  Navy  .commanding 
U,  S,  hark  Williayn  G,  And^Tson^  regarding  affairs  off  Pass  Cavalln, 

U.  S.  Bark  Willlam  G.  Anderson, 

Off  Pass  Cavallo,  April  ^U  1S63. 

Sir:  I  came  to  anchor  off  this  port  yesterday  and  found  the  Rachel 
Seaman  at  anchor  a  great  distance  offshore,  the  captain  complaining 
of  want  of  water,  provisions,  medicine,  etc.,  and  ^'in  a  bad  way"  gen- 
erally. At  his  request  I  sent  my  surgeon  on  board  to  examine  his 
sick,  and,  as  I  wished  to  take  a  look  in  nere,  I  decided  to  remain  until 
to-day  before  proceeding  on  to  Aransas. 

Captain  Hooper  told  me  his  boat  had  been  tired  at  the  other  day 
while  reconnoitering  by  a  rebel  battery,  so  this  morning  I  took  him 
on  board  my  ship  and  stood  in  very  close  to  the  bar,  and  then  ran 
up  along  the  entrance  to  Decros  Point,  where,  being  in  13^^  feet  of 
water  and  my  ship  drawing  12^  feet,  1  went  about  and  stood  offshore, 
and  am  now  on  my  way  down  to  my  station. 

They  are  evidently  building  a  battery  between  Saluria  and  the  light- 
house, but  as  yet  1  do  not  think  ^they  have  more  than  two  guns 
mounted.  Inside  1  saw  a  schooner*and  two  sailboats;  the  schooner, 
however,  got  underway  and  stood  in  to  Espiritu  Santo  Bay,  doubtless 
fearing  an  attack. 

1  would  most  earnestly  beg  permission,  sir,  to  include  this  pass  in 
ni}^  station  for  the  present,  and  unless  you  send  me  orders  to  tne  con- 
trary I  shall,  after  Captain  Hooper  leaves,  take  an  occasional  run  up 
here  from  Aransas,  as  it  is  but  40  miles  distant. 

A  couple  of  steamers  and  a  three-masted  aphooner  have  been  seen 
inside  the  bay  here  several  times  by  the  Rachel  Seaman, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frederic  S.  Hill, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Commanding, 

Cx)mmander  d.  R.  M.  Mullany. 
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Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Farragut^    U,  S.  uVai'y,  to  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  Bail'ey^  U,  S.  Na/cy^  regarding  general  matters, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 
Mississippi^  above  Port  Hudson^  April  2^,  1863, 

My  Dear  Admiral  :  I  received  your  kind  letter  in  relation  to  the 
Oneida^  and  I  have  sent  Captain  Emmons  over  to  take  command  of 
her.  I  did  not  object  to  you  or  Wilkes  sending  her  over  in  pursuit 
of  the  Oreto^  but  as  soon  as  the  track  was  lost  slie  should  have  been 
sent  back  to  Mobile,  where  we  were  expecting  a  raid  from  Buchanan, 
and  our  force  was  not  equal  to  his,  particularly  as  his  were  mostly 
ironclads.  You  say  truly,  my  friend,  that  one  disaster  begets  another; 
the  capture  of  the  Harriet  Lane  and  the  abandonment  of  Galveston 
was  not  only  the  most  unfortunate  thing  that  has  ever  happened  to  the 
Navy,  but  the  most  shameful  and  pusillanimous.  The  indianola  was 
equally  as  bad;  those  vessels  were  surrendered  without  a  show  of 
fight.  The  vessels  were  not  injured,  and  ten  resolute  men  would  have 
saved  either  of  them.  Blake  made  a  good  fight;  his  oflScers  and  men 
behaved  well,  but  his  vessel  was  a  shell,  and  that  iron.  My  disaster 
in  passing  Port  Hudson  was  a  misfortune  incidental  to  battle,  but 
the  damage,  with  the  exception  of  the  loss  of  the  Mississippi^  was 
nothing;  the  smoke  was  so  thick  that  the  pilots  could  not  see.  1 
worked  through  by  the  compass  as  I  did  by  Jackson,  and  had  my 
pilot  in  the  mizzentop.  I  had  to  stop  firing  two  or  three  times  to 
see  the  land.  We  did  not  suffer  enough  to  be  noticed.  One  man 
fell  overboard;  we  thought  he  was  killed  and  fell  over,  but  it  appears 
they  heard  him  cry  for  assistance  from  one  of  the  other  ships.  We 
had  only  2  slightly  wounded.  Had  the  ships  nof  grounded  we  would 
all  have  gone  through  without  the  least  trouble  and  very  little  damage. 
We  lost  a  most  excellent  young  officer  in  Cummings,  of  the  Richmond. 
McKinstry  is  getting  well,  and  I  am  delighted  to  think  we  got  off  so 
well.  If  1  had  gotten  two  more  vessels  past  we  would  have  starved 
them  out  at  Port  Hudson  and  at  Vicksburg  by  cutting  off  their  sup- 
lies  from  the  Red  River  country;  as  it  is,  we  pinch  them  very  much, 
f  the  soldiers  had  attacked  Port  Hudson  the  night  we  came  by,  I 
think  there  is  scarcely  a  doubt  but  they  would  have  captured  it;  but 
the  rule  is  to  believe  all  the  stories  circulated  by  intelligent  contra- 
bands, and  if  our  army  has  21,000  men,  the  rebels  send  a  negro  to  swear 
they  have  30,000  or  40,000,  and  that  ends  the  matter;  it  would  be 
absurd  to  attack  tliem.  We  nmst  have  the  advantage  or  there  is  no 
fight;  and  as  the  rebels  can  beat  us  at  that  game  of  lying,  so  they  beat 
us  in  the  campaign. 

We  have  been  doing  a  little  fighting  on  theTeche,  and  I  hope  Banks 
will  capture  a  few  thousand  of  the  rebels,  but  I  fear  thev  will  slip 
through  his  fingers.  We  have  taken  the  Queen  of  the  ^Vest,  but  I 
have  not  learned  how  yet.  The  Ind/ianola  was  aground  when  I  passed 
up  to  Vi(!ksburg,  ana  I  intended  to  blow  her  up  and  destroy  her 
effectually,  but  we  had  a  blow  a  night  or  two  before  1  came  down,  and 
when  I  went  to  look  for  her  she  had  slid  off  into  deep  water  and  dis- 
appeared; she  was  more  than  half  under  water  when  I  passed  up.  I 
hope  soon  to  hear  of  the  fall  of  Charleston,  and  then  I  shall  look  for 
the  ironclads  to  tinisli  my  work,  and  if  alive,  go  home  and  retire  to 
my  home  and  spend  the  few  remaining  years  I  may  be  spared  with  my 
family.     I  regret  tliat  it  has  neither  been  in  my  power  to  send  the 
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Ctd/ioun  to  Key  West  for  condemnation  nor  yet  have  her  condemned 
at  New  Orleans,  bat  she  is  in  no  condition  to  go  outside;  in  fact,  she 
is  not  safe  anywhere,  but  she  acts  as  a  fort  where  she  is  until  I  can 
repair  her;  she  was  duly  appiaised  and  will  be  your  good  piize  wlien 
she  is  condemned.  It  is  a  great  shame  that  they  do  not  give  us  a  court 
at  New  Orleans,  as  there  are  so  many  little  vessels  that  can  not  be  sent 
away,  and  besides  I  can  not  spare  the  officers  and  men  to  take  them  to 
a  Northern  port. 

I  have  now  been  absent  from  my  command  six  weeks  and  know- 
nothing  of  what  is  going  on  below,  but  I  suppose  the  commodores 
who  are  charged  with  the  different  stations  are  getting  along  very 
well;  they  say  no  news  is  good  news,  and  I  hear  of  no  disa.sters,  and 
therefore  hope  for  the  best.  Thank  God,  I  am  alwa3-8  hopeful  and 
trust  in  God  for  the  result. 

Very  truly,  your  friend, 

I).  G.  Farka(iut. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey. 

Commanding  Eastern  BlochwUny  Sqwidnm^  Gulf  of  Mtxivn. 


Remrt  of  Cominodt>ve  BeU^  Z7.  *S'.  Navi/^  cirnunan<l!n<j  U,  S,  S. 
arooHi/n.,  of  arrival  at  Ship  Island  for  /vyy<///'^  to  englnt's  of  that 
vessel. 

IL  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Ship  Island,  April '22,  liOJ. 

Sir:  I  left  the  Pensacola  navy  yard  this  morning  and  anchored  heie 
at  8  p.  m.,  to  avail  mj'self  of  the  facilities  of  a  machine  shop  estab- 
lished at  this  place  for  repairing  the  engines. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Vinceimes,  storeship  Relief  and  steamer  J,  I\ 
Jaelcson  are  present. 

In  passing  the  blockade  off  Mobile,  Captain  Goldsborough,  in  com- 
mand, reported  all  quiet  there. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

ConiiNodnr*' 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WashingUni  City^  I).  C, 


Repcni  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hill,  U,  S.  Xavy^  commanding 
u.  S.  hark  William  G,  Andersoyi^  claiming  a  share  in  prize  schoon^er 
Nymph  April  22,  1863. 

V,  S.  Bark  William  (i.  Anderson, 

Off  New  OrleanH,  June  16^  1863, 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  present  the  claim  of  the  officers  and  crew 
of  this  ship  to  a  share  in  the  prize  money  resulting  from  the  captuie 
of  the  schooner  Nymph,  from  Belize,  Honduras,  while  endeavoring 
to  evade  the  blockade  off  the  port  of  Pass  Cavallo,  Tex.,  on  the  !^2d  of 
April. 

On  the  morning  of  April  22,  at  5  o'clock  a.  m.,  Inking  early  daylight, 
this  ship  was  at  anchor  alx>ut  7  miles  to  the  south  of  Pass  ('avallo, 
when  two  schooners  were  discovered  from  this  ship  to  the  northeast, 
one  of  them  alx)ut  2i  miles  inshore  of  the  other  vessel.     The  outer 
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vessel  was  roco«rnized  as  the  l"".  S.  schooner  Ji(fc/iel  Scantan^  with  whom 
we  had  parted  company  the  previous  evening;  the  other  appeared  a 
suspicious  vessel,  and  as  she  was  standing  in  toward  the  harbor  of  Pass 
CJavallo,  I  at  once  dispatched  an  armed  boat  to  overhaul  her  and 
ascertain  her  character. 

This  ship  was  at  the  time  al>out  5  miles  distjint  from  the  last-men- 
tioned schooner.  Mv  boat  succeeded  in  boarding  the  schooner,  but 
found  she  had  ahead}-  ])een  taken  possession  of  by  a  boat  from  the 
II.  S.  scliooner  Ractul  Seaman^  who,  ])eing  at  the  least  3  miles  nearer 
than  this  ship  to  the  prize,  had  got  her  boat  on  board  about  twenty- 
five  minutes  b(»iore  my  boat  reached  the  Nymph. 

The  Nymph  was  sufficiently  near  this  ship  for  me  to  discern,  with 
the  aid  of  a  spyglass,  the  English  colors  she  hoisted  when  the  Rachel 
Seaman  commenced  the  chase.  1  also  made  a  signal  for  the  return  of 
my  boat  from  the  Nymphs  and  I  received  an  answer  to  it. 

I  enclose  a  certified  muster  roll  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship 
on  the  22d  of  April.     1  foiward  this  to  the  Department,  as  the  vessel 
and  cargo  have  not  l)een  adjudicated  in  a  prize  court,  but  were  sold 
by  order  of  Conmiodore  11.  W.  Morris  at  New  Orleans. 
Very  respectf  ulh',  your  obedient  servant, 

Frederic  S.  Hill, 
Arthuj  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Commanding. 

Hon.  (iiDEON  Wefxes, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ^   Wanhtngton^  I),  C\ 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lunitenant  Hooper^  U,  S.  Niavy^  coin- 
mandlng  (L  S,  sclioomyr  Ra^'hel  Seaman^  regarding  the  capture  of 
the  schooner  Nymi)h. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Rachel  Seaman, 

Off  Pas.s  Cavallo,  Ajyrll  23,  1S6S. 

Sik:  PLnclosed  I  send  prize  list  of  this  vessel  at  the  time  of  the 
capture  of  the  prize  schooner  Nymjph,  The  Ny)nph  was  captured  by 
this  vessel  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  of  April,  attempting  to  run  the 
blockade  at  this  i)Iace.  At  (hiy light  on  tlie  morning  of  the  22d,  while 
lying  at  anchor  <S  miles  S.  S.  E.  from  the  light-house,  saw  a  small 
schooner  ])earing  about  northwest,  4  miles  distant,  heading  directly 
for  the  light-house.  I  immediately  sent  an  armed  boat  in  pursuit  (the 
wind  being  very  light),  and  commenced  getting  underway  with  this 
vessel  also,  to  chase.  On  discovering  this  vessel  they  w^ore  round  on 
board  the  Nymph  and  run  to  the  southwest,  the  wind  being  about 
E.  S.  E.  atthetmie.  At  twenty  minutes  past  6  a.  m.  the  boat  boarded 
the  Nymj^h.  This  vessel  at  the  time  was  due  south  from  the  light- 
house, 0  miles  distant,  and  the  Nymph  bore  from  this  vessel  W.  N.  >V., 
4  miles  distant.  I  should  judge  her  to  be  not  over  \\  miles  from  the 
beach.  The  captain,  when  being  questioned,  said  he  was  from  Belize, 
bound  to  Matamoras.  He  admits  that  he  had  clear  and  pleasant 
weather  all  tlie  passage,  and  there  appears  to  be  charts  and  instrument's 
on  board  suitieient  to  navigate  acro.ss  the  Atlantic.  I  will  also  state 
that  at  about  the  time  of  boarding  the  prize  I  sighted  the  bark  \y.  G, 
Andf  rsnii.  at  anchor  to  the  southward,  about  1()  or  11  miles  distant.  I 
think  it,  would  be  impossible  for  any  person  on  board  the  Ande7*f<oti  to 
have  seen  the  prize  before  I  had  possession. 
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The  Nym^h  is  16  tons  burden,  loaded  with  general  cargo  consisting 
of  coffee,  rjce,  medicines,  dry  goods,  shoes,  etc.;  has  a  provisional 
register,  dated  at  Belize,  Honduras,  March  26,  1863. 
I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

QuiNCY  A.  Hooper, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Commanding, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from,  Brlgadi-er-  General  Shennan,,  U,  S,  Array  ^  to  Onnmodore 
Morris^  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  need  of  protection  f<*r  Pass  a 
V  Outre, 

Headquarters, 
Departm^ent  of  New  Orlearis^  April  23^  1863. 

Commodore:  Yours  of  the  21st  was  duly  received.  I  regret  that 
you  are  not  able  to  post  a  guard  boat  at  Fass  i  I'Outre.  No  other 
sort  of  guard  can  be  of  any  use  there  under  present  circumstances.  If 
there  be  any  dangerous  point  about  New  Orleans,  that  is  the  one, 
where  vessels  can  enter  and  ascend  to  Fort  Jackson  without  hin- 
drance, and  without  any  knowledge  of  it  on  our  part  until  they  arrive 
there. 

The  information  which  I  had  the  honor  to  convey  to  3'ou  some  time 
ago  relative  to  the  force  in  Mobile,  and  which  has  twice  been  corrobo- 
mted  by  intelligent  men,  shows  that  the  nucleus  of  a  powerful  navy, 
which  has  already  been  formed  in  those  waters,  having  now  five  iron- 
clads and  three  wooden  gunboats  ready  for  service,  is  intended  for 
something  more  than  the  mere  defense  of  Mobile. 

The  traitor  captain  of  the  Fox  and  his  crew  have  of  course  imparted 
U)  the  authorities  at  Mobile  our  condition  as  to  defenses. 

At  this  time  I  would  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  what  I  have 
before  intimated  to  (Toneral  l^anks,  that  the  land  defenses  at  the  pai*a- 
pet  are  nowsufliciently  strong  to  resist  an}^  force  tbe  enemy  can  bring 
m  that  direction,  and  1  would  respectfully  suggest  thwtthQ  Portsrn on fh 
be  removed  to  tne  Head  of  the  rasses,  or  snould  there  ))e  any  con- 
trolling impediment  to  that  course,  which  can  not  be  foreseen  ])y  me, 
I  would  suggest  as  the  next  best  position  one  in  the  vicinity  of  Forts 
Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

If  the  latter  position  be  taken,  however,  1  would  like  to  have  the 
honor  of  further  communication  with  you  on  the  subject. 

1  have  ordered  the  telegraph  wire  to  be  reestablished  to  Pass  a 
rOutre. 

I  regret  that  the  only  boat  you  have  available  at  this  time,  and  which 
could  nave  been  placed  at  the  Pass,  should  have  been  sent  away,  for 
the  purpose  she  nas,  by  the  advice  of  General  Banks. 

The  guarding  of  that  Pass  is  worth,  in  my  estimation,  all  the  cotton 
in  Louisiana. 

1  am,  commodore,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  Sherman, 
Brigadier-  General.^  Commanding. 

Commodore  Morris, 

Commanding  Naval  Forcm^  U.  S.  H.  Pensacolu. 
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Report  of  CapUiin  Gohhhorough,  IL  S.  Navy^  t^enlor  ojfiver  off  Mobile^ 
regarding  tht'  capture  of  the  sloop  Elias  Beacwith. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile,  April  U,  1S63. 
Sir:  I  take  pleasure  to  inform  you  the  gunboat  Pernbirut,  one  of  the 
blockading  vessels  off  this  port,    Lieutenant-Commander  Jonathan 
Young    commanding,  captured,  on  the  23d  instant,  the  sloop  Elias 
Beckwith^  from  Havana,  bound  to  Mobile,  with  an  assorted  cargo. 

I  have  put  a  prize  crew  on  board  and  sent  her  to  Key  West  for 
adjudication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Captain  an<f>  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  th^  Navy,  Wa^fnnytmi,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Alden,  V.  S,  Navy,  ccnnvuinding  below  Port  Hud- 
son, regarding  the  opening  of  coninmnication  with  Rear- Admiral 
Farragut. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Below  Port  Hudson,  La. ,  April  ^i,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  3^ou  that  we  yesterday  opened 
eommuni(;ation  agam  with  the  admiral  by  signal,  and  to-day  sent  a 
messenger  over  with  dispatches,  who  returned  safely  at  darK  with  a 
full  mail  from  the  ships  above  and  dispatches  to  you  from  the  admiral. 
The  latter  I  have  placed  in  charge  of  Mr.  Bogart,  my  clerk,  who  will 
deliver  them  to  you. 

In  a  private  letter  to  me  the  admiral  says:  "  Why  can't  they  send  us 
coal  in  ih^  Ari2<ma  ov  some  other  vessel  up  the  Atchafalaya  River? 
It  is  all  clear."     1  suppose  he  has  written  to  you  on  the  subject. 
Respectfully,  I  iiin  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Commodore  Morris, 

Coiarnanding  Lower  JJirision,  etc. 


Order  of  Coynmander  Mnllany.  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Hill,  U.  S.  Namj,  declining  permission  to  extend  his 
station  to  L^ass  Cavallo. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Of  GaUeston,  Tex.,  April  25,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  21st  instant.  Your  request  to  have  your  station  extended  so  far 
as  to  include  Piiss  Cavallo  can  not  l)e  complied  with.  You  are  author- 
ized, however,  to  coninninicate  occasionally  with  the  blockading  vessel 
stationed  otf  that  point. 

I  am,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.   R.  M.   MULLANY, 

Cmndr.  and  S^/u'or  Offcf  r,  Omtdg.  Naval  Forcex  Coaf<t  <f  Texas. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  S.  Hill,  C  S.  Navy, 

Coninianding  r.  S.  Bark  W.  0.  Anderson,  off^  Aransas.,  Tex. 
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Order  of  Commodore  Morris^  JJ.  S.  JVavi/,  to  Comiaander  Midlomy^ 
U.  S.  Navy,^  for  the  presence  of  a  man-of-war  at  Mat^m/^ras, 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
New  Orleaiis,  April  27,  186S. 

Sir:  *  *  *  J  have  received  reliable  information  that  theTexans 
are  prepared  to  capture  two  iron  steamers  expected  to  arrive  from  New 
YorK,  one  named  the  Melville^  the  other  Tubal  Cain^  bound  for  Mata- 
moi'as.  They  expect  to  capture  by  boats  off  that  port  when  the}^ 
arrive;  also,  that  there  are  a  number  of  other  vessels  loaded  with  con- 
traband of  war,  from  Havana  and  Nassau,  New  Providence,  which 
carry  English  colors,  but  are  not  entitled  to  wear  an}'^,  and  have  no  legiti- 
mate papers,  their  cargoes  being  intended  to  be  run  over  the  bound- 
ary line  into  Texas.  I  am  informed  that  the  presence  of  a  man-of-war 
there  will  drive  them  all  off.  If  3'ou  can  possibly  spare  a  vessel  to 
visit  that  place,  even  though  it  should  be  but  for  a  short  time,  it  will 
have  a  very  salutary  effect. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  W.  Morris, 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer. 
Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Commanding  U,  S.  S,  BienviU^,  Coast  of  Texas. 

The  schooner  Forest  King^  with  450  tons  of  coal,  is  chartered  to  go 
down  to  you, 

Henry  W.  Morris. 


[Telegram.] 


Memphis,  Tenn.  ,  April  27.,  1863. 
(Received  10  a.  ni.,  28th.) 

I  have  just  intercepted  an  English  letter  which  contains  evidence 
that  an  attempt  is  soon  to  be  made  to  break  the  blockade. 

Two  lines  of  steamers  are  said  to  be  underway  for  the  Liverpool 
and  New  Orleans  trade.  The  Georgia.^  of  2,686  tons  register,  the  first 
of  three  vessels,  has  just  been  completed,  February  27,  for  the  own- 
ers, Ferrie  &  Brothers,  of  Liverpool.     I  will  send  you  the  letter. 

Wm.  S.  S^nxn, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Shankland,  U.  S,  Navy,  regarding  the  destruc- 
tion Oyfre  of  the  U,  S.  ship  Preble  at  Pensacola. 

Navy  Yard,  Pensacola,  Airril  28,  1863. 

Sir:  It  is  mv  painful  duty  to  report  the  total  destruction  of  the 
U.  S.  ship  Preble,  while  lying  at  anchor  off  the  town  of  Pensacola,  on 
the  mornmg  of  the  27th  instant.  At  9: 30  a.  m.  the  alarm  of  fire  was 
made.  I  immediately  started  for  the  deck,  and  in  passing  from  my 
cabin  saw  a  volume  of  dense  black  smoke  and  flame  issuing  from  the 
forehold.  I  instantly  ordered  to  beat  to  quarters,  and  at  the  same  time 
made  every  effort  to  subdue  the  fire.  At  9:40,  finding  the  fire  increas- 
ing rapidly,  1  ordered  Mr.  Knowlton,  acting  ensign  and  executive 
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officer,  to  have  the  mt^zine  flooded  and  to  inform  me  when  the  fire 
reached  the  bulkhead  of  the  wardroom.  At  10: 15  or  thereabouts  the 
fire  had  reached  the  wardroom  bulkhead.  I  instantly  gave  the  word. 
"  All  hands  leave  the  ship,"  as  I  found  it  impossible  to  save  her.  I 
beg  to  state  that  all  hands  did  their  duty  in  trying  to  subdue  the  flames. 
The  officers  and  men  lost  all  their  personal  effects. 

At  10: 50  the  ship  blew  up. 

From  a  report  irom  Vincent  B.  Clark,  landsmati,  I  learn  that  the 
fire  originated  by  the  carelessness  of  William  J.  Wilson,  ship's  cor- 
poral, temporarily  acting  captain  of  the  hold.  I  can  not  learn  further 
than  he  was  emptying  a  barrel  of  tar  oil  into  the  tank ;  neither  can  I 
tell  if  he  had  an  open  light  or  a  lantern.  My  orders  have  been  very 
positive  that  no  open  light  be  used  on  any  account  in  the  hold. 

For  a  list  of  casualties  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  accompanying 
report  of  Surgeon  James  S.  Knight. 

I  respectf  ufiy  ask  that  a  court  en(;[uiry  be  called  as  soon  as  possible. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  Shankland, 
Acting  Master^  Commandvag. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlve  Navy. 

[Endoraemeut.] 

From  all  I  can  learn,  no  blame  can  be  attached  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  Prehle. 
Respectfully, 

A.  Gibson, 
Coimnander  and  Senior  Officer  Afloat. 

[Encloeure.] 

Pensacola  Navy  Yard,  April  28^  1863. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  reauest,  I  beg  to  report  the  following 
casualties  which  happened  during  trie  burning  of  the  U.  S.  ship  PrehTi 
on  the  27th  instant: 
John  Norris,  boatswain's  mate;  hand,  feet,  and  face  badly  burned. 
William  King,  master  at  arms;  hand  burned  slightly. 
W^illiam  Vetterline,  marine;  contusion  of  great  toe. 
William  J.  Wilson,  ship's  corporal;  suffocated. 
Respectfully, 

James  S.  Kni(;ht, 
Assistant  Surgeon^  U.  S,  ifavy, 
William  F.  Shankland, 

Acting  Master^  Corn  n tan  ding. 


Letter  from  Briqadier-Gtneral  Slurnuiti^  U.  S,  Arnty^  to  Comraodare 
Morrii<^  U.  A  ^avy^  regarding  the  army  vessels  LandHj>  and 
Alliance, 

Headquarters, 
Department  of  Nev  (Means.,  April  28^  1803. 

Commodore:  Your  letter  of  yesterday  was  received.  The  Landrip^ 
at  the  South  West  Pass,  hits  boon  telegraphed  to,  to  proceed  to  Pas« 
{I  I'Outre  and  relieve  the  Alliance. 
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To  make  it  wure,  it  would  prohnlilv  l»e  hotter  for  you  also  to  tal.- 
grupli  the  captain  of  jjunboat  in  South  West  Pass  to  convey  the  order 
to  go  to  Berwick  Bay,  to  the  Alliance.  I  ha\e  telcgrapherf  to  Captain 
Pamiei',  the  quarter  master's  agent  there,  to  send  the  order  to  the 
Alliance. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  sen-ant, 

T;  W.  Sherman, 
Brujadier'  General,  Cotnmanding, 
CoMMODOKE  Morris, 

Commandr'vff  Naval  J^onrx,  JJ.  S.  S.  I'tmsaf.ola, 


I 


(hnler  nf  Commander  MuUany,  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  JIoopei\  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  schooner  Eachd 
Seaman,  to  blockade  Posh  Cavallo. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  April  2S,  1S6S. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  j^ou  are  supplied  with  water  and  provisions  you  will 
return  to  jour  station  off  Pajss  Cavallo,  and  there  Keep  up  as  strict  a 
bloekade  as  circumstances  will  admit  of. 

In  case  your  crew  should  bo  in  want  of  medical  aid  at  any  time,  you 
are  authorized  to  communicate  with  the  bark  11'.   G.  A/merson,  sta- 
tioned off  Amnsas,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  it.  ^^_ 
On  the  arrival  of  the  supply  steamer  you  willplucc  on  hoard  of  lis|^^^| 
for  passage  north,  the  two  men  who  were  condemned  by  medical  sa^^^| 
vey  on  the  35th  instant.                                                                               ^^H 

Your  supply  of  water  muatbe  used  sparingly,  in  order  that  you  may 
be  enabled  to  remain  on  your  station  as  long  as  your  provisions  will 
hold  out. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  M.  Mdllant. 
Commander  and  Senior  Ojficer,  ■ 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  off  Coa«t  of  Teaxis^  I 
Acting  Volimteer  Lieutenant  Quikcy  A.  Hooper, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Schooner  Rachel  Seaman. 


I 

em 


Ijistructions  Jrom   the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Morris, 

U.    S.   Nam/,  regarding  the  abjudication,   of  prizes  at  Northern 

courts. 

Navy  Departmekt,  A]>ril  39,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  18th  instant  has  been  received  and  dulji' 
considered. 

There  seems  io  lie  no  objection  to  having  the  prize  property  now  at  ' 
New  Orleans,  to  which  you  refer,  adjudicated  at  a  Northern  court. 
It  would  be  advisable  to  refer  the  property  to  the  court  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Massachusetts,  at  Boston,  for  such  adjudication,  as  that  court 
has  already  had  similar  cAses  brought  before  it. 

The  proper  steps  to  be  taken  are  these: 

1.  The  amounts  at  which  the  several  prizes  were  appraised  should 
l»e  deposited  with,  or  carried  to  the  credit  of.  the  assistant  treasurer 
at  Boston,  making  a  separate  deposit  in  each  case,  designating  each  by 
the  name  of  the  vessel. 
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2.  The  otEier  at  New  Orleans,  in  r.harge,  should  send  the  names  of 
the  prizes  iind  of  the  capturing  vesseli*  of  eat^b.  and  a  hrief  statement 
of  time  and  place  of  capture,  and  the  facb^  relied  upon  for  procuring 
a  condeniDation  to  the  United  States  district  attorney  at  Boston. 

3.  There  muiit  alwo  be  sent  the  order  for  appraisement  in  each  case, 
and  the  i-eturn  of  the  appraiserw,  with  the  beat  Bchedule  of  the  cargo 
that  can  be  made. 

4.  There  must  be  altidavits  showing  as  to  each  case  why  the  vessel 
and  cargo  were  not  sent  in  for  adjudication,  as  that  tho  vessel  was  not 
thought  seaworthy  for  a  voyage,  the  cargo  perishable,  etc. 

If  these  faeb^  do  not  exist,  and  the  vessel  or  cargo  is  taken  solely  for 
the  necessities  of  the  Government,  that  necessity  should  be  made  strictly 
to  appear  by  affidavits. 

5.  If  the  master,  oiEcers,  or  any  of  the  crew  of  the  prize  are  in 
cuatodv,  they  should  be  sent  tb  the  court  for  examination, 

6.  If  the  crew  of  a  prize  vessel  are  not  sent  into  court  with  the 
vessel,  there  should  be  affidavits  to  show  why  they  were  not  sent. 

7.  Whether  the  crew  of  a  prize  are  sent  into  court  with  the  vessel 
or  not,  there  should  be  all  the  evidence  possible  from  the  captors  to 
show  that  the  prize  should  be  condemned,  and  to  show  what  vessels 
were  in  sight  or  signal  distance. 

The  master,  mate,  and  two  of  the  crew  of  the  Antona,  whom  you 
say  you  held  as  prisoners,  should  be  sent  to  Boston,  in  accordance  with 
the  fifth  specification  above.  ~ 

Very  respectfully, 

GroEON  Weli.es, 

Secrefarij  of  the  Namf. 
Commodore  Henry  W.  Morris, 

U.  S.  S.  Peiisactih,  Jf<n/)  (trUmiJt. 


RejMrrtf'f  Cwnmander  Mulhmy,  U.  8.  Navy,  senior  officer  off  Oalveaton, 
regoriiinti  prom*i'mj<  and  repairs  to  vesxein. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
<)ffGalm-»ton,  TV.,  May  1,  lSG.h 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  27th  ultimo,  advising  me  of  the  dispatch  of  $15,000  for  this  ship 
and  ^,OllU  for  the  New  L/mihin;  also  that  a  coal  vessel  with  450  tons 
of  coal  is  on  her  way  here. 

The  gunboats  on  this  station  are  provisioned  for  one  month,  and  this 
ship  for  three  months  from  to-day's  date.  I  think  it  advisable  to  send 
provisions  down  by  the  15th  instant,  say  three  months  for  the  four 
gunboatti,  two  months  for  the  bark  If'  G.  Anifersem,  and  two  months 
for  this  ship.  The  gunboats  average  65  rations  each,  the  Anderson 
about  80,  and  this  ship  1.50. 

I  herewith  forward  a  letter  from  Commander  Abner  Read,  and  the 
accompanvine  report  from  his  engineer,  in  relation  to  the  condition  of 
the  Ne)D  Lona«n,ai\A  in  doing  so  let  mc  state  that  both  thts  Itasca  and  the 
Sciota  will  have  to  be  sent  up  for  repairs  very  soon,  and  that  the  boilers 
of  the  fhpaHCfi  and  Kafahilin  are  getting  troublesome.  When  the 
Cayuga  comes  down,  1  |>niiH)sp  to  send  them  up  to  New  Orleans  for 
repairs,  one  at  a  time,  nnlis-i  instructed  otherwise. 

rhe  gunltoats  require  about  wix  muster's  mutes  among  them  and  this 
ship  three. 
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Permit  me  to  state,  sir,  that  it  is  with  considerable  difficulty  that  1 
have  been  alJe  to  coal  this  ship  since  ni}'  arrival  here.  Owing  to  the 
rough  sea  that  generally  prevails,  and  to  the  swell,  even  when  it  is  not 
blowing,  1  have  found  it  unsafe  to  bring  a  coal  vessel  alongside  of  this 
ship,  and  therefore  have  been  compelled  to  coal  with  boats.  As  our 
consumption  is  large,  this  is  a  slow  process,  and  occupies  so  much  of 
our  time  as  to  seriously  interfere  with  the  gun  exercises  and  other 
duties  of  the  ship,  to  say  nothing  of  the  destruction  to  the  boats. 
Screw  ships  having  no  guards  or  wheels  projecting  can  manage  toler- 
ably well,  but  it  is  at  a  risk  that  they  bring  vc^ssels  alongside  of  them. 
Permit  me  to  suggest,  sir,  that  this  ship  would  be  much  more  efficient 
if  she  was  stationed  nearer  to  a  coaling  depot,  where  she  could  take  in 
coal  promptly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  MULLANT, 

Cojnmand^  and  Senurt*  Officer'  I\*ese7it. 

Commodore  Henry  W.  Morris, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S,  Pensacola,,  New  Orl^ans^  La, 


% 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Comm,and.^  Adavis^  U,  S.  Naiyy^  regarding  the 

interception  of  trade  in  Misfdssippi  Sound 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 
Ship  Island^  May  5,  1863. 

Commodore:  I  send  you  enclosed  herewith  a  requisition  for  a  galley 
for  U.  S.  S.  J,  P.  Jacksori.  Her  galley  is  used  up.  I  sent  all  the 
papers  to  Commodore  Hitchcock,  but  got  answer  from  Commodore 
bmith,  who  writes  me  it  will  save  time  to  send  requisition  for  new 

Hey  to  you.     1  have  nothing  to  report  from  this  station.     The 

rookhjn  is  still  here  repairing. 

If  you  can  send  me  some  old  canvas  I  think  I  can  fix  a  protection 
for  your  spars.  1  heard  of  a  good  deal  of  small  trade  being  carried  on 
between  New  Orleans  and  villages  along  the  sound.  1  fitted  out  a 
schooner  and  have  sent  her  cruisuig  to  break  up  said  trade.  She  has 
captured  two  small  craft,  both  of  which  were  abandoned  by  their 
crews  and  had  no  papers  on  board. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams,  Jr., 
Lieutenant-  Commander^  Commanding  at  Ship  Island, 

CoDMnodore  H.  W.  Morris, 

Senior  Naval  Offi^cer^  TJ.  S,  S.  Pensacola^  New  Orleans, 


Captureofhoafs  crew  from  U.  S.  hark  W.  G.  Andersoii^  at  St.  JosepKs 

island^  Texa^^  May  »9,  1S6S, 

Report  of  Commander  KnUany,  U.  8.  Navy,  eenior  officer  off  Oalveiton,  tranimitting  report 

of  commanding  officer. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  Galveston,  Tex,,  May  9,  1^63. 

Sir:  1  herewith  enclose  a  report  from  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Hill,  commanding  U.  S.  bark  W.  G,  Anderson,  from  which  it  appears 
that  the  enemv  has  captured  his  gig  and  five  of  the  crew,  and  that  his 
ship  is  in  a  crippled  condition  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  his  anchor 
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and  the  destruction  of  his  capstan.     I  have  directed  him  to  anchor  his 
ship  at  the  South  West  Pass  and  to  report  to  you  in  person. 

1  consider  that  the  attempt  to  raft  off  cotton  from  the  beach  is  ill 
advised. 

The  New  ZomZwi'^  boiler  has  been  surveyed  and  pronounced  unsafe. 
I  propose  to  send  her  to  New  Orleans  as  soon  as  the  Cayuga  returns. 
The  Itasca  is  also  in  bad  condition,  and  I  fear  1  shall  have  to  send  her 
awa^^  also,  which  will  leave  but  a  small  force  on  the  coast  of  Texas. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.    R.    M.    MULLANY, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Commodore  Henry  W.  W.  Morris, 

Senior  Naval  Officer ^  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commodore  BeU,  U.  8.  Navy,  reqneiting  the  exehange  of  the  eaptnred  men. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
Neijo  Orleans^  Augv^t  17^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  a  report  from  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Frederic  S.  Hill,  commanding  the  U.  S.  bark  W.  O.  Anderson^  that 
five  of  his  crew,  viz,  Edward  Cady,  seaman  (captain  of  forecastle),  Pat- 
rick Costello,  John  Stewart,  Robert  Anderson,  James  Ceder,  lands- 
men, were  captured  3d  May  last,  at  St.  Joseph's  Island,  Texas,  and 
are  now  prisoners  of  war  at  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hill  prays  that  they  may  be  exchanged 
for;  and  I  would  state  that  they  were  captured  while  trying  to  secure 
a  prize  which  they  had  chased  ashore. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Comdg.  West  Gulf  BlocJcading  Squadron  jpro  tem . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hill,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  eicape  of  one  of 

the  captured  men. 

[T.  S.  Bark  W.  G.  Anderson, 

Of  Nein  Orleans,  October  15,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  that  Jamcja  Ceder, 
landsman,  one  of  the  five  men  of  this  ship's  crew  captured  b\'  the 
rel>eLs  on  St.  Joseph's  Island,  Texas,  on  the  8a  of  May  last,  has  returned 
to  this  sliip,  hav^incr  eifected  his  escape  from  his  place  of  imprisonment 
neiir  Houston  on  the  16th  of  August.  Ceder  made  a  journey  of  nearly 
GOO  miles  on  foot  through  the  enemy's  country,  and  only  escaped 
recapture  by  the  liberal  and  ver}^  frequent  aid  he  received  from  the 
Unionists  he  encountered  during  his  trip. 

As  Ceder's  term  of  service  expired  in  August  last,  and  he  desired  to 
be  discharged  at  this  port,  I  have  complied  with  his  wishes  and  given 
him  his  discharge. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frederic  S.  Hill, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Coinwrnuling. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Ih  S,  Nainf,   Washington,  D.  C. 


April  27,  IS6J. — Off  Aransas  Pass.  At  1 :  15  p.  m.  the  captain  and 
doctor  went  in  the  bay  in  the  gig.  At  4: 2(i  p.  iii.  heaTd  firing  ai^hore. 
Sent  the  second  cutter  to  bis  assistance.  At  5: 3U  p.  ni,  gig  and  .second 
cutter  returned  and  reported  that  the  rebels  had  tired  eight  shell  at  the 
gig  from  a  light-artillery  battery  on  Mastang  Island.  The  Iwat  wa9r| 
not  bit.  j 

April  SO.— At  5:10  a.  m.  saw  a  sail  bearing  N.  W.  by  W.  Called 
all  hands,  cleared  away  No.  3  ^in  of  port  battery,  and  lired  a  solid 
shot,  but  did  not  atop  him.  Slipped  our  chain  and  stood  in  for  the 
bar.  The  schooner  in  thfe  meantime  passed  over  the  bar  and  anchored 
inside  near  the  light-house.  We  opened  fiiv  on  her  as  soon  as  in  range 
with  our  starboard  battery  and  pivot  gun,  but  she  was  out  of  range 
and  wp  hauled  offshore.  Meridian  to  4  p.  in.;  working  ship  offshore. 
Made  a  sloop  to  northward  working  that  way.  At  1:30  p.  m.  sent 
boats  to  cut  off  the  sloop.  She  seemed  to  be  a  Idockade  runner.  The 
sloop  ran  ashore  about  fi  miles  north  of  light-house:  crew  deserted  her. 
She  bad  cotton.  Sea  so  bad  boats  could  not  board  her.  Boats  i-eturned 
to  the  ship  at  sundown.  At  8  p.  m.  sent  launch  in  charge  of  Acting. . 
Master  George  Taylor  to  guard  the  sloop  till  morning.  '' 

M<jy  l.—AX  10  a.  m.  boats  landed  and  commenced  getting  off  tl 
sloop.  At  1:30  sent  the  dingey  with  men  and  officers' dinners.  Heav_ 
tiring  at  a  distance.  At  7  p.  m.  all  boats  returned  with  officers  am 
men;  left  sloop  on  the  beach  water-logged. 

May  S. — At  12:30  p.  m.  sent  launch  and  cutter  and  gig,  in  charge 
of  Acting  Masters  William  Bailey  and  George  Taylor,  to  tow  off  the 
cotton  landed  from  the  sloop.  At  2: 30  the  other  boats  were  just  in 
the  edge  of  the  breakers  when,  as  the  gig  landed,  a  large  body  of  men 
rushecTdown  from  the  sand  hills  firing  as  they  advanced.  The  launch 
and  cutter  succeeded  in  getting  off,  although  liit  several  times,  but  the 
gig  was  captured  and  her  crow  of  five  men  made  prisoners.  During 
this  time  fired  five  shots  from  the  pivot  gun.  but  could  not  reach  the 
enemy.  Hove  short,  made  sail,  but  did  not  get  underway,  as  the  wind 
was  right  offshore.  At  3:30  launch  and  second  cutter  returned  on 
board  and  reported  Edward  Cady,  captain  forecastle,  Robert  Anderson, 
landsman,  John  Stewart,  landsman.  Patrick  Costello,  landsman,  James 
Cedar,  landsman,  gig's  crew,  prisoners  to  rebels. 


md 


Rtport  or  Captain  "BoVbj,  C,  B.  Army. 

.Saint  Joseph's  Island,  [Tex.],  May  4 


1863. 


Captain:  On  the  3d  instant.  atx)ut  2  p.  m.,  1  attacked  with  28  meo 
of  my  company  three  Federal  launches,  containing  alwut  40  of  the' 
enemy,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  one  launch  {captain's  gig),  5  pris- 
onere",  6  new  superior  Sharps  rifles,  5  cartridge  boxes,  and  1  ammuni- 
tion chest. 

One  of  the  remaining  lamiches,  being  about  300  yards  from  the 
shore,  had  also  surrendered,  and  was  pulling  towai-d  us.  1  ordered 
the  fire  on  it  to  cease,  and  the  men  to  seiiire  the  property  iielonging 
to  the  gig  already  captured.  While  busily  engaged  in  this  the  Imik 
opened  fire  U(kiii  us  and  the  launch  In'gan  lo  jjull  out  In  lu-i-.     We 
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aeain  fired  upon  it,  doing  iniuli  axerution.     Wo  t^ould  distinctly  s 
tne  men  in  tne  launch  drop  their  oars  and  fall  as  wo  Kred.     yoveml   I 
bodies  wert-'  also  si?en  (loating  in  the  water.     One  of  tbe  launches  j 
reached  the  liark  with  only  two  men  in  it.     The  third  launch,  being 
still  farther  out  in  the  Uulf,  pulled  out  of  our  range  at  the  beginning 
of  the  tight.     1  do  not  think  that  i  am  nii.staken  in  estimating  the  losa   | 
of  the  enemy  at  H)  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.     I  can  not  too   l 
highly  praise  the  conduct  of  the  men  on  this  oecasion;  they  were   i 
regai'dlesti  of  danger.     Their  enthm^iasm  was  only  equaled  by  their  I 
bravery,  and  they  proniptly  obeyed  every  command. 

The  captured  launch  wasi  tarried  by  the  men  across  the  island,  a 
distance  of  !i  miles,  to  Aransas  Bay. 

On  the  night  of  the  3d  I  removed  10  bales  of  cotton,  which  had  been 
captured  by  the  enemy,  and  placed  on  the  shore  of  8aint  Joseph's 
Island,  and"  carefully  concealed  it,  where  it  now  awaits  transportation. 

Ihavp,captain,  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 
E.  K.  Hobby, 
Captain,  Comdy,  Cimtpany  />,  Eighth  TeJkis  Volunteer  Jnf a ntrij. 
Captain  B.  F.  Neal. 


General  Order  (Ho.  66)  or  Hajor-Oeneral  Hagrnder,  C.  B,  Anny. 

Hdqrs.  Dirt,  of  Tex.,  N.  Mex,,  and  Ariz., 

Corjm^  Christ i,  Tex.,  May  SO,  1863. 

The  major-general  commanding  takes  this  opportunity  to  eKpresu 
officially  to  Colonel  [A.  M.J  Hobby  and  the  officers  and  men  under 
bi»  command  his  high  sense  of  the  heroic  gallantry  which  has  rendered 
Buccessf  ul  their  efforts  in  repelling  the  uttempta  of  the  enemy  to  effect 
a  landing  on  this  part  of  the  coast,  and  of  their  activity  and  energy 
exhibited  in  the  recent  brilliant  affair  which  resulted  in  tne  capture  of 
&  launch  with  5  of  the  enemy  and  the  death  of  12  or  15  othei-s.  This 
gallant  feat  wasperfonned  by  2S  men  of  Captain  [E.  E.]  Hobby's  com- 
pany. Major-Greneral  Magruder  feols  sure  that  those  of  the  troops 
who  have  been  ordered  to  Louisiana  bore  with  them  willing  hearts  and 
strong  arms  to  assist  their  sister  State  in  exj)elting  the  ruthless  invader, 
and  l»gs  to  assure  those  who  remain  that  he  feels  confident  that  Texas 
will  be  nobly  defended  while  her  sons  stand  between  the  enemy  and 
their  loved  homes. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Magruder: 

E.    P.    TUBNEK, 

AsxiMant  Ad^utatit- (feiieral.. 


Letter ^from.  the  Secrvt^i/ry  of  the  Mavy  to  Rear- Admiral  Earragui,  U.  S. 

Nam/,  tra^iamitting  copies  of  wa/rrant  reffarding  the  sappressifn  of 

the  African  alave  trade. 

Navy  Department,  May  i,  1863. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  thirty  copies  of  the  .special  warmnt  of  the 
Department,  issued  in  pursuance  of  the  treatj'  l)etween  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States,  of  April  T,  1882.  for  the  sunpi'pssioii  of  the 
African   slave   trade.      You   will  addres!-   them   to  the   commanding 
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officers  of  such  vessels  in  your  squadrons  as  may  most  likely  have 
occasion  to  exercise  the  privileges  and  rights  conferred  b}-  the  treaty, 
and  furnish  the  Department  with  a  list  showing  the  names  of  tne 
vessels,  their  armament,  and  the  names  of  the  commanding  officers, 
respectively,  to  which  you  may  issue  the  warrant. 

1  ou  will  notice  that  under  the  second  paragraph  of  article  2  of  the 
treaty  the  officers  must  not  be  of  lower  grade  than  lieutenant. 
I  am,  respectfull}^,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Commanding^  etc.^  New  Orleans, 


Rpj>oH  of  Commodore  Morris^  Z7.  aS'.  Nany^  regarding  vesseU  needing 

repairs, 

U.  S.  S.  Pensaoola, 
Neio  Orleam^  May  5,  1863. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  condition  of  nearl^'^all  the  gun- 
boats of  this  squadron  is  so  dilapidated  by  reason  of  the  giving  out  of 
their  machinery  and  Iwilers  as  to  incapacitate  them  for  performing 
much  more  service  on  blockade  duty. 

Captain  Goldsborough,  of  the  Colorado^  reports  to  me  that  the  gun- 
boats Pinol<i^  Pembina^  and  Pocahontas  require  very  extensive  repairs 
to  their  machinery  and  boilers.  They  have  been  surveyed  and  copies 
of  the  surveys  have  been  forwarded  to  you. 

1  have  directed  him  that  if  their  repairs  can  not  be  done  at  Ship 
Island  to  send  them  here  for  that  purpose.  He  also  informs  me  that 
the  machinery  and  boilers  of  the  Aroostook  are  beginning  to  give  way, 
and  that  the  blockading  force  off  Mobile  has  become  so  reduced  incon- 
sequence that  he  can  not  make  it  effective  without  more  vessels. 

I  have  withdrawn  the  Genesee  from  Baton  Rouge  and  ordered  her 
to  him  at  Mobile  Bar.  She  has  been  here  a  week  making  repairs  and 
will  be  ready  to  go  there  in  two  or  three  days  from  now.  I  will  send 
up  the  MonongaTiela  to  Baton  Rouge  to  replace  her. 

I  have  reports  from  Commander  Mullany^  of  the  Bienville^  who  is 
at  present  senior  officer  off  Galveston,  that  tne  Neio  London  and  Itasca 
are  almost  useless  for  want  of  extensive  repairs  to  their  machinery  and 
boilers.  He  will  send  them  up  here  for  that  purpose  as  soon  as  the 
Cayu{fa^  which  is  now  here  undergoing  repairs,  shall  have  been  sent 
back  to  him;  but  the  tubes  in  the  Cayiiga^s  boilers  are  constantly  giv- 
ing out,  showing  that  they  all  want  renewing.  I  shall  send  her  back 
in  about  a  week  from  now. 

The  Kineo  is  also  here  and  has  been  undergoing  repairs  to  her  boilers 
and  machinery  for  over  two  weeks.  When  ready,  I  shall  send  her 
back  to  Baton  Rouge. 

The  Brooklyn  will  be  back  at  Galveston  about  the  15th  instant. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  W.  Morris, 
Cainmodore  and  Stmt  or  Offi€ei\ 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Si'cretary  of  the  Navy^  Wasliington^  I).  61 
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Capture  of  thii  nteawer  Kuqeiiie  hy  th^  U,  A  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler^  May  6^ 

JSOJ. 

Report  of  Captain  Ooldiborough,  U.  8.  Navy,  lenior  officer  off  Kobile. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Of  Mobile,  May  7,  1863. 

Sir:  I  take  pleasure  to  inform  you  the  steamer  R.  R.  Cuyler^  one 
of  the  blockading  vessels  off  this  port,  Lieutenant-Commander  James 
E.  Jouett,  commanding,  captured  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  of  May, 
1863,  the  side-wheel  steamer  Eugenie^  from  Havana,  bound  to  Mobile, 
with  an  assorted  cargo. 

I  have  put  a  prize  crew  on  board  and  sent  her  to  Key  West  for 
adjudication. 

Her  passengers  and  crew  will  be  sent  home  in  the  supply  steamer 
UniQn, 

Ver}'  respectfully,  3'^our  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washlngtony  D.  C 


Additional  report  of  Captain  Ooldiborongh,  U.  8.  Navy,  senior  officer  off  Kobile. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

OffMoUle,  May  5,  1863. 

Sir:  I  deem  it  proper  to  inform  you  that  the  steamer  Eugenie.^  cap- 
tured on  the  night  of  the  6th  instant,  off  this  place,  was  fitted  out  at 
New  York  some  weeks  since  and  sailed  from  there  loaded,  I  learn,  with 
arms  and  ammunition  for  Havana  via  Nassau. 

Her  register,  manifest,  log  book,  and  all  writings  of  every  descrip- 
tion were  thrown  overboard  during  the  chase;  her  hatches  were 
calked  down.  I  did  not  examine  her  cargo,  but  understood  after  she 
had  sailed  that  she  had  powder  on  board. 

She  is  a  new  side- wheel  steamer,  six  months  old,  coppered,  very  fast, 
about  100  tons,  and  would  make  a  fine  dispatch  boat  for  Admiral 
Farragut. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Goldsborough, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  th<i  Navy^  WashingUm.,  D.  C 


Letter  ftrom  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  the  judge  of  priie  court,  Key  Weit, 

requesting  that  the  prize  be  added  to  hii  command. 

New  Orleans,  May  20,  [1863]. 

Will  you  be  pleased  to  have  the  prize  steamer  Eugenie  sent  to  New 
Orleans  for  service  in  my  squadron  after  she  is  adjudicated  by  the 
court? 

Very  respectfully,  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.  Judge  Marvin, 

U.  S.  Prize  Court,  Key  West. 
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Order  ••/  tht;  Smretm-y  of  the  Novyto  Cominod'jri'  Mor-riM,  U. 
reifitrdimi  the  ai-yiiisi/ioii  '(fjtrhe  i-'.-viel'S  and  carijoex. 


U.  S.  A'a 


Navt 
Sik:  Your  letter  of  April  18,  relativ 


vesi^eU  nnd  their 


Depahtmbnt,  May  7,  1863. 
iposition 


prize 


'  Orleans,  has 


air  cargoes  iiroiight  into  the  port  of  1 
been  received.  A  reply  ti>  the  greater  portion  thereof  wa3  contained 
in  the  Departuieiifa  letter  of  April  iifl.  The  Antona  and  cargo  may 
be  sent  to  Boston  for  adjudication,  in  the  manner  de.signatpd  in  the 
Department's  letter  above  referred  to.  The  cargo  amy  lie  sent  in  the 
Atit^na,  if  she  can  be  spared,  or  in  some  other  convenient  way,  at 
your  discretion. 

Very  respectfully,  Gideox  Welles, 

Sea'etary  of  the  Nniyy. 
Commodore  Henrt  W.  Morris, 

U.  S.  S.  Prninacola,  ^V.w  Orleuv^,  Im. 


Ldti-rfr"m  the  Secretary  of  ihn  Namj  to  t/m  Si-cretary  of  State,  gimny 
infimnat'l'yii  reyardlotf  the  disposition  of  the  Briii«h  steamer  Antona. 

Navt  Department,  May  7,  186S. 
Sib;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  4th  instjint,  inviting  my  attention  to  a  copy  of  a  communication  of 
the  yuth  ultimo,  addressed  to  you  by  Lord  Lyons,  relative  to  the  case 
of  the  British  stt-ainer  Antwut,  which  was  captured  by  the  U.  S.  S. 
I^calumtas  on  the  yth  of  January  last  and  taken  to  New  Orleans. 

The  Antona  was  sent  to  New  Orleans,  as  it  was  understood  that  a 
prize  court  w&«  to  be  established  there.  The  cargo  was  discharged 
and  the  vessel,  aft-er  regular  appraisal,  taken  into  the  service  of  the 
United  State.".  In  a  (^onlnl^niL■atlon  dated  the  18th  ultimo  Commodore 
Morris,  the  senior  naval  officer  at  New  Orleans,  notitied  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  condition  of  affairs,  no  priiie  court  having  been  established, 
and  was  directed  to  send  all  the  papers,  carjjo,  prisoners,  etc.,  to  Bos- 
ton that  the  case  might  lie  adjudicated  in  that  district. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secret-art/  if  the  Navy. 
lion.  Wm.  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


I 


I^tttrfrimi  Major-  General  Banh,  U.  S.  Ai-my,  to  Rear-Admiriil-  Fur- 
ra//vf,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  cooperative:  move/n^nt  in  Bed  JUivt, 

Hi>qBS.  Deit.  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Alexandrio,  May  8,  1SG3. 

Df.ar  8ik:  I  shall  remain  here  a  few  days  until  communication  can 

be  opened  with  (leneral  Grant  and  the  cliances  of  cooperation  with 

him  fw  twcpitaitw'd.     In  the  meantime  we  dojiire  to  be  active,  and  shall 

move  toward  8hreve(K)rt,  giving  the  enemy  impressiou  that  we  iidvance 
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to  that  point.  Can  not  the  lijrbter  gunbimts  now  with  you,  mich 
the  CUftnn,  JieHtnicf,  or  Sic/h-m,  he  sont  to  us.  for  the  purpose  ol 
luovintr  npthclleil  Rivorasfiir  tismay  besafeiind  practicable!  With- 
out lo.siiig  time,  this  may  give  u»  important  results,  possibly  to  drive 
the  enemy  from  the  road  to  Shroveport,  in  the  direction  of  Niblett's 
Bluff,  on  the  Sabine  River.  I  commend  this  to  your  consideration. 
Verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  8er\'ant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major-  General,  Commandinff. 
Commodore  Farkaout. 


I 


Letter  f rota  Major- Oencnil  Bunh,  IT.  S.  Anny.  f„  liear-Aflmmd  I 
FaiToyttt^  U.  S.  Navy,  advin{ny  tltc  intm.ediah  Teducti/m  of  I'ort  1 
Itudeon. 

HDgHS,  Dept,  of  the  Gulp,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Ah-^mdrhi,  May  S,  !8G). 

Dear  Sir:  I  forward  to  jou  a  general  statement  of  our  position.  ', 
Nothing  can  exceed  the  spirit  and  discipline  of  our  troops. 

I  send  to-day  my  adjutaot.  Colonel  Irwin,  to  communicate  with  you. 
You  mention  in  your  last  dispateh  that  you  are  in  doubt  whether  the 
reduction  of  Port  Hudson  or  Mobile  ought  tirst  to  be  attempted. 
There  are  many  reasons,  all  of  which  we  have  discusaed  together, 
which  would  make  a  movement  against  Mobile  acceptable  to  mo. 
So  strong  was  thi.s  feeling  that  I  send  uiy  chief  of  artillery,  Brigadier- 
General  Arnold,  from  Opelousas  to  New  Orleans  to  ascertain  what 
ti-ansport*)  could  be  obtamed  for  this  pui-pose.  Our  recent  suocese, 
military  and  naval,  makes  it  now  advisable  m  my  judgment  to  puraue 
a  different  course.  It  is  indisiwnsable  that  your  fleet,  that  of  Admiral 
Porter,  and  the  army  of  (jrenorul  Grant,  should  be  able  to  obtain  coal 
and  provisions,  in  whole  or  in  part,  from  New  Orleans.  1  have 
written  General  Grant  and  informed  Admiral  Porter  that  we  can 
furnish  these  supplies  by  the  Atchafalaya;  orders  have  been  given  to 
my  staff  officers  for  this  purpose.  There  are  live  or  six  scnooners 
with  coal  on  their  way  to  you.  under  directions  of  Colonel  Holabii-d. 
Now  to  secure  the  operations  in  this  quHrtcr  from  interruption  by 
want  of  supplies,  a  great  calamity  now,  let  us  open  the  Lower  Missis- 
sippi by  the  reduction  of  Port  Hudson  at  once.  I  understand  from 
the  dispatches  of  General  Grant  that  such  is  his  desire.  He  asks  my 
cooperation  in  that  object  on  the  25th  May.  I  have  answered  I  can 
join  him  by  the  25tb  May  or  the  1st  June  on  the  Bayou  Sara.  I  am 
now  sure  it  can  be  done  on  the  25th,  if  necessary.  We  can  concentrate 
all  our  forces  at  that  point  before  it  is  known  or  suspected.  With 
Porter's  and  your  fleet.  Grant's  forces  and  mine  united,  the  result  is 
certain,  and  only  the  work  of  an  hour.  We  can  give  the  enemy  ths 
devil.  Let  us  once  concentmte,  the  first  lime  in  this  war.  The  Mia- 
sissippi  open  below,  all  is  clear  for  the  most  successful  and  decisive 

results  of  the  war.     Thi.i  is  certainly  in  conformity *     •     » 

[N.  P.  Banks. 

Admiral  Fakkagut. 


ihe.H 

J 
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Letter  from  Major- General  Bankn^  U.  S,  Army^  to  Captain  Walkey^ 
U.  S.  JVavy^  requesting  the  ddivery  of  dispatches  to  ReaT-AdraiToi 
Farragut. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Alexundria^  La,^  May  P,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request,  if  not  inconsistent  with  your 
instructions  from  Admiral  Porter,  you  will  order  the  Estrella  to  go 
down  the  river  in  the  morning,  to  carry  important  dispatches  to 
Admiral  Farragut. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major- Oeneral^  Commanding. 

Captain  Henry  Walke,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Com/manding^  etc.^  Lafayette. 


General  order  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut^  U.  S.  Navy^  requiring  the 

enlistment  of  contrabands  on  naval  vessels. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 
Off  Baton  Rouge,  May  .9,  1S6S. 

Itelow  you  will  find  an  extract  from  a  comumnication  from  the  Navy 
Department  in  relation  to  the  enlistment  of  contrabands,  by  which  3'ou 
will  be  guided. 

D.  G.  Farragut, 
Flag-Offieei*^  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squad nm. 

"The  large  number  of  persons  known  as  contrabands  flocking  to  the 
protection  of  the  United  States  flag  affords  an  oppoitunity  to  provide 
in  every  department  of  a  ship,  especially  for  boats'  crews,  acclimated 
labor.  Flag-officers  are  required  to  obtain  the  services  of  these  per- 
sons for  the  country  by  enlisting  them  freelv  in  the  Navy,  with  tneir 
consent,  rating  them  as  boys  at  JJS,  J9,  ancf  $10  per  month,  and  one 
ration.  Let  a  monthly  return  be  made  of  the  number  of  this  class  of 
persons  employed  on  each  vessel  under  your  command." 


Ordtr  of  Commander  Midlany^  U.  S.  Navy^  t-o  Acting  Volunteer 
LieutciHint  Ilill^  U.  S.  JViivy^  commanding  U.  S.  hark  niUiavi  G. 
Anderson. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  GaJvesUm,  Tex.,  May  9,  186S. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  bark  If".  G.  Anderson,  under 
your  command,  to  Pilot  Town  inside  of  the  South  West  Pass,  where 
you  will  anchor  until  you  can  communicate  in  person  with  the  senior 
naval  officer  present  at  New  Orleans,  and  receive  his  instructions. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  MULLANY, 

Commander  a7id  Senior  Officer  off  Coast  of  Texas. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  S.  Hill, 

Commanding  V.  S.  hark  W.  G.  Anderson^  off'  Galveston^  Tex. 
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Report  of  Captain  Goldsborough^  U,  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  capture 

of  the  schooner  Sea  Lion*  May  9^  1863. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Coi^rado, 

Of  Mobile,  May  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  take  pleasure  to  inform  you  the  ffunboat  Aroostook^  Lieutenant- 
Commander  S.  R.  Franklin,  one  of  the  blockading  vessels  off  this  port, 
captured,  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  of  May,  1863,  the  schooner  Sea 
Lion^  from  Mobile,  bound  to  Havana,  with  a  cargo  of  272  bales  of 
cotton. 

I  have  put  a  prize  crew  on  board  and  sent  her  to  Key  West  for 
adrudication. 

The  following  vessels  were  in  signal  distance  at  the  time,  and  are 
entitled  to  a  share  of  the  prize  monev:  U.  S.  frigate  CoJxyrado,  U.  S. 
steamers  LoA^kawanna^  K,  R.  Cuyler^  Pocahontas,  Kanawha,  and 
Kenn^ec. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.    R.    GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  ^amy^  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  frmn  Captain  Marchand^  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commissioner  of  Pnze 
Court  at  Key  West,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Sea  Lion, 
May  9,  1863. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Lackawanna, 

Neio  Orleans,  January  2,  186^. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  2d  November  last,  relating  to  the  prize  vessels  captured 
off  Mobile  and  condemned  in  the  U.  S.  district  court  at  Key  West. 

The  only  case  therein  mentioned  in  which  th^  Lackawanna  claims  to 
be  a  joint  captor  is  that  of  the  schooner  Sea  Lion,  and  herewith  I  send 
an  authenticated  statement  upon  which  that  claim  is  based. 

The  addition  made  to  the  stiitement  above  referred  to  shows  that 
Lieutenant-Commander  Franklin,  who  made  the  capture,  has  been 
served  with  a  copy,  and  acknowledges  that  the  Lackawanna  was  within 
signal  distance  at  the  time. 

Your  commimication  stated  that  no  claim  had  been  made  as  joint 
captor  by  any  ship  in  cases  of  steamers  Planter  and  Neptune.  I  do 
not  think  that  any  such  claim  can  be  made,  as  no  other  Government 
vessel  w^as  in  sight  at  any  time  during  the  chase,  at  the  captures,  or  for 
two  days  after  the  captures  were  made  by  the  Lackawanna. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Marchand, 

Ca])tain. 

George  D.  Allen,  Esq., 

Prize   C<))ninlssioner^  Key  West. 

[Enclosure.] 

In  relation  to  the  prizf  schooner  Sea  Lion  in  the  U.  S.  district  court  for  the  Southern  District 

of  Florida. 

The  schooner  Sea  Liori  was  captured  on  leaving  Mobile  Bay  by  the 
U.  S.  gunboat  Aroostook  about  10  o'clock  on  the  night  of  May  \K  18(>r^. 

*See  also  Series  1,  volume  17,  pp.  43(>-438. 
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At  the  time  of  the  capture  the  Sea  Lum  had  just  come  out  throua;h 
the  Swash  Channel  and  the  C  S.  steam  sloop  Jba^kawanna^  one  of  the 
blockading  vessels,  was  off  the  Main  Ship  Channel;  the  distance 
between  the  two  vessels  was  not  greater,  if  so  distant,  as  4  miles. 

Shortly  before  the  capture  I  saw  from  the  deck  of  the  Lackawanna 
that  one  of  the  blockading  vessels  was  making  the  night  signal  that  a 
stmnge  sail  was  coming  out,  which  was  immediately  followed  by 
another  signal,  apparently  from  the  same  vessel  that  assistance  was 
wanted;  then  I  saw  the  flashes  and  heard  the  repeated  reports  of  heavy 
guns  from  the  vessel  or  vessels  where  the  signals  were  made.  Very 
soon  I  could  see  by  the  colored  signal  lights  that  other  vessels  of  the 
blockading  squadron  stationed  near  the  scene  of  action  were  on  their 
way  to  give  assistance.  The  Lackaicanna  was  in  readiness,  but  could 
not  leave  her  station  off  the  Main  Ship  Channel,  unless  circumstances 
were  urgent,  and  such  did  not  seem  to  be  the  case,  as  in  a  few  minutes 
everything  was  quiet. 

After  the  lapse  of  some  time  I  saw  a  gunboat  which,  by  her  night 
signal,  I  recognized  to  be  the  Aroostook^  with  a  schooner  in  tow;  this 

F proved  to  be  tne  Sea  Lioti^  standing  toward  the  Colorado^  near  where 
which]  she  was  anchored,  the   Colorado  being  about  a  mile  distant 
from  the  Lackavmnna, 

This  statement  is  made  agreeably  to  the  rule  of  the  court,  with  a 
view  of  showing  the  Lackawanna^ s  claim  in  the  prize,  as  a  joint  captor. 

J.  B.  March  AND, 
Captain^  Coynmandliuj  U,  S.  Steam  Sloaj?  La>ckaxcannii, 

Personally  appeared  before  me  the  above-named  Captain  John  IJ. 
Marchand,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  declares  that  the  facts  set  forth  in 
the  foregoing  statement  are  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief.     Ancll  hereby  declare  that  I  am  not  interested  in  the  case. 

Done  on  board  the  U.  S.  sloop  Port»moiith^  off  New  Orleans,  the 
1st  day  of  January,  1864. 

L.  C.  Sartori, 
Cmmnandcr^  U,  S,  Ship  Pari»moath. 

[Addition  to  above  letter  made  by  Captain  Franklin.] 

The  U.  S.  S.  Lackawanna  was  within  signal  distance  at  the  time  the 
Sea  Lion  was  captured  by  the  Aroontook^  under  my  command,  as 
referred  to  in  the  foregoing  statement,  of  which  1  have  received  a  copy. 

S.  R.  Franklin, 
Lieutenant'  Commander. 
January  2,  1864. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Farraqut.^  IL  S.  Navy^  to  Captain  (rolds- 
horough^  U,  S.  Navy^  regardinij  di^positum  of  priaaners  captured 
on  the  Sea  Lion  May  9^  1863, 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
Neto  Orleans  June  ^3,  1803, 

Sir:  Your  letter*  of  the  22d  of  Mav  last,  enclosing  a  list  of  prisoners 
captured  in  the  Sea  Lion  and  Isahel,,  is  received  with  the  prisoners 
themselves. 


*  Not  found. 
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Your  letter  states  a«  follows: 

I  have  now  on  board  of  the  Colorado  Captain  Jefferson,  of  the  Isabel.     He  is  a  noted 
rebel  and  blockade  runner.     I  ask  for  your  wishes  concerning  him. 

You  will  send  this  person  north  in  the  Bermuda^  and  turn  him  over 
to  the  commanding  olficerof  the  station  with  a  copy  of  this  letter  to 
be  disposed  of  as  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may  see  fit. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Captain  John  R.  Goldsborough, 

Cmnrnanding  U.  S.  S.  Colorado, 


Com/tnendatoi^y  letttT  from  Cmninand^nr  Mullany^  U,  S.  JVaai/.  to 
Lieutenant- Commanaei'  Madlgan^  V.  S.  Navy  ^commanding  V.  S.  S, 
Owasco^  regarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Hanover, 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  May  11,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  letter*  of  the  10th  instant,  reporting  the  chasing  inshore 

and  subsequent  burning  by  the  boats  of  the  Owasco  and  Katahdin  of  the 

schooner  you  were  sent  in  pursuit  of  yesterday  morning,  is  received. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  the  work  was  most  creditably  performed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  MULLANY, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  Madigan,  Jr., 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ounhoat  Owasco. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S,  S.  Owasco,  Lieutenant- Comma7ide^*  Madigan, 

Z7.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

May  10, 1863. — Off  Galveston.  At  11 :  15  a.  m.  Bienville  made  signal 
333.  Steamed  around  the  Bienville's  stern  and  received  orders  to 
chase  strange  vessel.  Steamed  southward  and  westward.  At  12:30, 
sail  in  sight  from  the  deck.  Made  all  sail  and  steam  in  chase.  At 
1:30  p.  m.  fired  a  .shell  from  Xl-inch  and  rifle  guns,  the  schooner 
heading  in  toward  the  beach,  flying  the  English  flag.  Commenced 
firing  at  her  very  rapidly. 

At  2: 15  the  schooner  ran  ashore;  the  crew  left  her  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, leaving  all  sail  set.  At  3:15  Acting  Master  Samuel  A.  Swin- 
nerton  went  in  the  first  cutter  with  an  armed  crew  and  boarded  her, 
setting  her  on  tire,  the  Katahdin\^  boat  in  company  with  ours.  Horse- 
men were  advancing  from  the  direction  of  Galveston.  Shelled  the 
beach,  keeping  them  hack.  At  4  the  schooner  in  full  blaze.  At  4: 45 
the  boat  returned,  the  schooner  proving  to  be  the  Ilanovt-r,  At  5 
turned  back,  having  expended  36  rifle  shell,  13  Xl-inch  shell,  and  10 
Xl-inch  incendiary  shell. 

At  8:45  p.  m.  anchored  near  the  Bienville. 

*  Not  found. 
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Letter  fviria    Conmwdiyre  Pal7nci\    U.    S.   Nav^^  to  Major- General 
Banks^  Ur  tS.  Anny^  regard  hi  g  ctmditions  ui  Port  Hudson. 

U.  S.  S.  Hartford, 
Off  Bed  River,  May  11, 1863. 

My  Dear  General:  The  admiral,  as  you  are  aware,  has  left  me  in 
command  here  and  gone  down  to  New  Orleans.  I  have  also  four  gun- 
boats with  me;  two  of  them,  the  Arizona  and  Sicltserland,  are  up  the 
river,  and  the  Albatross  and  Estrella  arc  with  me.  Your  aid.  Lieu- 
tenant Crosby,  will  tell  you  of  our  affairs  here.  It  is  ver^"  certain 
that  there  are  not  over  10,000  men  at  Port  Hudson,  and  from  many 
sources  we  hear  that  they  are  about  to  evacuate;  that  they  have 
already,  we  hear,  sent  away  two  of  their  heaviest  guns,  and  are  very 
nuich  straitened  in  provisions.  A  demonstration  upon  them  would,  I 
think,  insure  their  evacuation. 

It  seems  now  that  General  Grant  can  send  you  no  reinforcements. 
If  you  intend  coming  down,  and  I  can  be  of  any  assistance,  I  will 
choorfully  remain  to  assist  in  the  attack  upon  Port  Hudson;  but  if 
this  })c  not  your  intention  for  the  present.  1  shall,  within  the  coming 
fortnight,  run  the  })lockade  some  favorable  night  and  join  the  fleet 
below,  as  the  admiral  is  very  anxious*  for  me  to  come  down. 

I  send  you  seven  refugees  who  are  very  anxious  to  join  your  army. 
They  are  very  violent  Union  men  and  may  be  of  some  service  to 
you  as  pioneers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore, 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gulf. 


Rt-jxirt  of  Caj}taln  Alde?i,  referring  to  the  bomhard?nent  of  Po-rt  Ilicdson 

by  the  Mortar  Fleet. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Belmo  P(yrt  Ifiuhon,  May  11,  1863. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  order  of  the  6th  instiint  1  had  the 
mortar  vessels  placed  in  position  under  the  immediate  direction  of 
Commander  Caldwell,  of  the  Kssea*.  Some  delay  occurred  at  first  in 
the  absence  of  the  necessary  force  to  tow  them  from  Baton  Rouge, 
but  with  the  assistance  of  a  steamer  furnished  by  the  army,  they  were 
all  ready  to  connnence  bombarding  on  the  8th  instant,  when  the  i)roi)er 
ranges  were  obtained,  and  the  finng  commenced  in  good  earnest  that 
evening  at  10  o'clock.  For  the  particulars  of  their  proceedings  since 
then,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  Commander  Caldwell's  report,  which 
is  herewith  enclosed. 

On  the  second  morning  after  the  shelling  began,  I  observed  that  the 
enemy  had  brought  down  guns  to  an  old  deserted  breastwork  within  a 
short  mile  of  the  mortar  vessels  and  were  firing  upon  them.  I  soon 
slipi>ed  our  cable  and  with  our  l(K)-pounder  Parrott  rifle,  which  was 
already  in  range,  did  good  execution  upon  the  relx^l  batteries,  as  w(* 
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hastened  to  cover  the  mortar  vessels.  The  enemy's  shot  and  shell 
passed  harmlessly  over  and  around  us  till  we  brought  our  broadside 
to  bear,  when  one  discharge  seemed  to  quiet  them  entirely;  indeed, 
we  have  not  heard  from  them  since,  although  thirty-six  hours  have 
elapsed. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  [James  Alden], 

Captain, 
Admiral  Farragut. 


Order  of  Commodore  Palmer^  U.  S.  Namj^  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Coole^  V,  S.  JVavy^  cominanding  U,  S.  jS.  Estr€ll<i^  to  return  to  Alex- 
andria and  cooperate  with  the  army, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 
Off  Red  River,  May  12,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  return  at  once  to  Alexandria  to  cooperate  with  the 
army  (wooding  by  the  way  if  necessary).  The  Arizona  and  Smitzer- 
lana  w\\\  be  with  you;  should  the  Clifton  come  up,  I  will  also  send 
her.  You  will  be  careful  to  get  the  vessels  down  before  the  water 
falls,  and  return  to  your  old  station  at  Brashear  City.  In  this,  how- 
ever, you  will  be  guided  very  much  by  the  necessities  of  the  army. 
Upon  your  arrival  you  will  report  in  person  to  Admiral  Farragut  at 
New  Orleans. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Estrdla. 


Report  of  Rear-Adiniral  Farragut^  U.  S.  JVavf/^  regarding  coiidition 

of  O- fairs  upon  his  arrival  at  New  Orleans. 

No.  91.  J  Flagship  Pensacola, 

Neil)  Orleans,  May  12,  1863. 

Sir:  Since  mv  No.  88  I  have  arrived  safelv  in  New  Orleans.  I  went 
down  the  river  to  Port  Ilud^son  and  communicated  with  Captain  Alden, 
destroyed  all  the  su^ar  and  molasses  that  I  could  find,  and  returned  to 
the  mouth  of  Red  River  and  then  took  the  Sachem  and  came  down  the 
Atchafalaya  to  this  city.  I  am  now  making  arrangements  to  continue 
the  bombardment  of  Port  Hudson  until  the  place  is  attacked  and  the 
Hartfrrd  down  the  river. 

I  find  that  Commodore  Morris  has  conducted  the  affairs  of  the 
squadron  with  as  much  ability  iis  I  possibly  could  have  done;  he  has 
been  untiring  in  his  labors  to  keep  up  the  blockade  and  the  vessels 
well  supplied  and  tlieir  wants  generally  attended  to. 

I  find  my  gunboats  are  all  giving  out  one  after  another;  the  Calho\m, 
Ptnahhia.,  Pocahontas,  and  PinoTa  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  and  the 
Itasca,  Sciota^  New  Lfmdov^  and  Oicasco  on  the  coast  of  Texas,  all 
require  extensive  repairs;  the  Calhoun  and  Kensington  and  Pembina 
require  new  boilers. 
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I  can  not  ])ut  think  that  this  is  owinj^  to  bad  engineering,  as  I  find 
that  when  the  engineer  in  charge  is  a  man  of  ability  the  engines  are 
generally  in  good  order  and  ready  for  service. 

very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na/vy^  Washington^  D,  G. 


Letter  from  Cojuvtodore  Bell^  U.  S.  Nai^^  to  Captain  Jenhins^  U.  8. 
Navu^  refei'rmg  to  tha  vahw  of  Rear- Admiral  rarragufs  operations 
in  the  Mississippi, 

U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn, 

Ship  Island,  May  1'2,186S, 

Dear  Captain:  I  am  one  of  those  who  attaches  more  importance  to 
the  admiral's  brilliant  move  up  the  river  than  to  anything  that  has 
been  done  b}'  navy  or  armv  smce  the  capture  of  New  Orleans.  It 
was  the  finishing  stroke  to  that  great  blow,  and  1  am  glad  the  admiral 
did  it  single  handed,  unassisted  from  other  nuarters.  The  want  of 
provisions  soon  became  sensibly  felt  from  Vicksburg  to  Richmond, 
and  ensured  the  speedy  demoralization  of  the  Confederate  troops 
throughout  the  insurrectionary  States.  It  was  better  than  any  battle, 
for  it  is  of  wider  influence  and  more  generally  felt  than  any  battle. 

fo 


Men  can  not  hold  together  without  food,  besides  it  spares  neither 
widows  nor  orphans,  nor  maimed  nor  inhuman  men.  ^Ve  hear  of  men 
evervwhere  deserting  their  ranks  and  seeking  to  be  captured  and 
paroled.  It  was  gallantly  done,  and  I  think  the  admiral  has  fairly 
wedded  his  name  to  the  Mississippi  through  all  ages  to  come.  The 
soldiers  will  have  easy  battles  to  fight  henceforth. 

I  shall  be  ready  to  start  for  Galveston  on  the  16th,  stopping  at  South 
West  Pass  on  the  16th.  There  being  only  two  boilermakers  here,  mv 
repairs  are  done  only  in  part,  the  most  pressing,  the  others  (on  boil- 
ers) are  left  till  another  time,  as  I  suppose  the  gun]x)ats  off  Galveston 
are  all  pretty  well  used  up  by  this  time;  they  are  fragile  things. 

Will  you  be  good  enough  to  give  some  attention  to  the  reauisitions 
which  I  send  with  this  to  the  admiral  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Mitchell, 
and  also  to  those  from  the  carpenters'  and  lx)ats\vains'  departments, 
which  I  forwarded  to  Commodore  Morris  on  the  23d  April,  bearing  in 
mind  that  the  gunboats  off  Galveston  are  alwavs  crying  for  help  and 
can  g6t  it  only  from  this  ship.  The  Galveston  folk  aptly  spoke  of  the 
blockade  there  as  "  the  Brooklyn  and  her  whelps,"'  wnose  lame  condi- 
tion and  arrangement  they  were  always  quick  to  notice  and  record.  I 
have  sent  a  sketch  of  Galveston  batteries  to  the  admiral,  with  plans 
for  their  attack  when  there  are  troops  to  occup}^  their  strongholds. 
Bolivar  Point  would  be  a  safe  and  convenient  point  at  which  to  summer 
his  troops— at  least  those  that  he  could  spare — though  I  don't  know 
how  the  place  is  off  for  water.  It  must  be  abundant,  however,  as  there 
are  extensive  herds  of  cattle  grazing  there  in  full  view  from  our  ships. 
I  wish  you  would  ask  the  admiral  to  show  it  to  you.  Two  plans  are 
submitted.  Either  one  would  enable  him  to  dispense  with  half  of  his 
force  now  employed  there. 
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Refugees  bring  a  report  of  the  defeat  of  Stonewall  Jackson,  who 
attacked  the  rear  of  Hooker.  They  speak  of  everybody  in  the  country 
being  in  abject  poverty,  dispirited,  and  wanting  peace,  though,  they 
say,  no  one  dares  to  allude  to  it  except  on  condition  of  indei)endence. 
They  say  (not  from  their  own  knowledge,  but  a  kind  of  instinct)  that 
the  people  of  Mobile  would  gladly  give  in  to  an  invading  army, 
nearly  all  their  troops  being  in  Mississippi  and  Tennessee.  Seven  lady- 
like women  came  over  from  Mobile  to-day  on  their  way  to  New  Orleans, 
doubtless  fleeing  from  the  wrath  to  come,  though  one  of  them  says  she 
is  coming  right  back.     She  knows  better,  of  course. 

Please  make  my  kindest  regards  to  the  admiral. 
Yours,  very  cordially, 

H.  H.  Bell. 

Captain  Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Fleet  Captain^  Western  Ovlf  Blockadmg  Squadron, 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut^  V,  S.  Nwoy^  regarcUng  courtesies 
extended  to  Confederate  officers  hy  Commodore  BeU^  U,  o.  Namj, 

No.  89.1  Flagship  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  May  12^  1863. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  in  relation  to  Commodore  Bell  was  duly  received 
and  I  deeply  regret  that  the  Department  should  have  been  so  impressed 
by  some  unfriendly  person,  f or  1  feel  assured  that  the  Government  does 
not  possess  a  more  patriotic,  zealous,  and  imtiring  officer  in  his  exertions 
to  serve  it  than  is  Commodore  Bell.  Whatever  he  may  have  been 
prompted  to  do  in  a  little  matter  of  couilesy,  I  can  well  understand. 
He  is  a  man  of  very  acute  sensibilities  and  is  at  all  times  unwilling  to 
do  anything  that  might  be  considered  discourteous,  and  as  the  rebels 
are  now  considered  in  all  matters  of  intercourse  as  belligerents,  I  see  no 
reason  wliv  he  should  not  have  been  courteous  to  them,  and  I  doubt  if 
he  did  more. 

The  Brooklyn  is  at  present  undergoing  repairs  at  Ship  Island  and 
will  soon  be  ready  for  service.  CommcKiore  Bell  is  one  of  my  com- 
manders who  never  takes  a  day  longer  to  get  his  ship  ready  for  service 
than  is  absolutely  neeossary,  and  has  never  asked  for  more  force  than 
he  had,  knowing,  as  he  says,  that  1  always  do  the  best  for  them  all  that 
I  can. 

I  shall  investigate  this  matter  the  moment  1  can  find  an  opportunity. 
The  Department  does  not  appear  to  realize  the  difficulty  I  have  in  try- 
ing officers  and  men.  1  would  require  a  standing  court  at  New  Orleans 
allthe  time.  I  am  compelled  to  treat  the  worst  cases  summarily  by 
sending  them  home  wMth  a  statement  of  their  i*ases  and  a  recommenda- 
tion that  they  he  dismissed,  and  hope  they  will  be  approved  by  the 
Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles^ 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WashingUm^  D,  C, 
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Lettei'  from  ths  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear- Admiral  Farragut^ 
U.  A  JVavy^  tra7}^7nittin{f  comndar  extract  from  Havana  regarding 
hlockade  runnera. 

Navy  Department,  May  i^,  186S. 

Siu:  The  following  extract  from  a  dispatch  dated  the  29th  ultimo, 
from  the  acting  consul-general  of  the  United  States  at  Havana,  indicates 
considerable  activit}^  in  the  running  of  the  blockade  at  Mobile: 

The  rebel  pteanuT  A^iVa,  laden  with  amis,  ammunition,  etc.,  sailed  on  the  25th, 
destination  Mobile,  but  put  back  the  next  mominj;,  reason  given  for  her  return  that 
her  coal  was  not  good.  Slie  is  still  lying  in  port.  The  notorious  Cuha  is  now  ready 
to  leave.  The  Soler  (Spanish)  is  taking  in  cargo;  so  is  the  Alice ^  which  has  so  many 
times  run  the  blockade  that  Smith,  the  commander,  is  paid  $5,000  each  trip.  The 
Atlantic  is  also  preparing  for  the  same  business,  an(i  I  am  informed  a  small  tugboat 
of  this  harbor,  the  Union ^  has  been  purchased  by  the  blockade  runners.  The  rebel 
steamer  General  Buckner,  formeriy  i>i«ra,  arrived  here  with  cotton  from  Mobile, 
with  dates  to  the  24th.     She  has  already  opened  her  register  to  take  in  a  return  cargo. 

A  previous  dispatch  states  that  the  Neptinw  got  safely  into  Mobile 
on  the  16th  ultimo. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  Wentern  Gulf  Blockading  Sfjua<iron^  Nein  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commodore  BM^  V.  S.  Navy^  regarding  his  expected  return 

to  Oah)e8to7i, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Ship  Island,  May  12,  1863. 

Sir:  I  expect  to  leave  here  in  the  Brooklyn  Friday,  15th,  for  the 
South  West  Pass,  stopping  there  on  my  way  to  Galveston,  and  will  be 
glad  to  receive  any  instructions  that  you  may  have  for  me. 

The  ship  is  much  in  want  of  ammunition  for  small  arms,  being 
almost  destitute  in  those  branches.  They  could  not  be  supplied  at 
Pensacola. 

I  have  ordered  Lieutenant  A.  N.  Mitchell  to  report  to  the  senior 
officer,  U,  S.  Navy,  at  New  Orleans  to  try  and  obtam  the  amnmnition 
called  for,  and  also  the  supplies  applied  for  by  requisition  forwarded 
from  Ship  Island  to  Commodore  Morris  on  the  23d  April,  which  I  beg 
you  will  grant,  many  of  them  being  pressing  necessities.  After  calk- 
ing and  scraping,  the  hull  is  quite  oare  of  paint,  and  I  have  not  a 
pound  of  paint  nor  a  quart  of  oil  to  cover  her  nakedness. 

Some  provisions,  flour,  and  butter  are  also  wanted. 

I  beg  you  will  get  me  the  necessary  ammunition  from  the  army  if 
you  have  it  not  on  hand  in  your  storesnip. 

The  Brooklyn^  boilers  are  not  all  repaired,  but  feeling  sure  that  the 
gunboats  must  be  in  want  of  repairs  also,  1  nope  to  get  along  for  the 
present. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore, 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  Weftteni  Ouif  Blockading  Sqvadrrm^Neir  (h'leauft^  La, 
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■oikrre  Bell,  U.  S.  Nii^'y,  sijmufthig  plajm  of  ««(/oftJ 
>ip{m  ihi  dcfeimes  of  Gal'veston. 

V,  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 
Skip  Naml,  Mm/  12,  IS' 

Sir;  Pleaso  rnceivo  herewith  a  sketch*  of  the  harbor  aud  defenses  of  J 
Galveston  as  tliey  appeared  April  1,  when  1  sailed  from  that  blockade,  ] 
The  chart  of  the  harbor  and  snoals  is  copie<i  from  the  U.  S,  Coast  Sur-  ] 
vey.     The  forts  arc  murkpd  in  red  ink. 

The  city  on  the  (Julf  side  is  protected  by  shoals  of  from  6  to  H  feet, 

estendinjj  into  the  Gulf yard.-*,  thence  gradually  deepening  to 

18  feet.  In  addition  thereto  they  have  constructed  on  the  south  side 
a  Imnibproof  battery  with  iron-cased  embrasures  and  port  shutters, 
where  tney  have  twu  rifled  guns.  On  the  beach  near  the  middle  of  the 
city  is  another  battery,  and  at  the  northeast  end  of  the  city,  at  what  is 
called  the  Old  Hospital,  is  a  third  and  more  extensive  battery  mount- 
ing rifled  gunts.  Those  three  batteries  command  the  approach  to  the 
city  on  the  sea  side.  The  first-named  battery  can  be  successfully  flanked 
on  \X&  south  side  bv  gunboate,  and  I  have  requested  officers  not  to  notice 
that  weak  point  till  the  proper  time  for  attacking  the  city. 

The  pilot  with  whom  I  am  provided  says  the  outer  shoals  and  niair 
ship  channel  have  greatl^v  altered  from  the  charts,  and  all  the  buovs 
except  the  turning  buoy  mto  the  harbor  have  Iwen  removed,  while  the 
landmarks  are  few  and  by  no  means  prominent.  The  defense-s  of  the 
approaches  to  the  inner  harbor  consist  of  a  carefully  conslructed  fort 
hn  Fort  Point  mounting  eight  guns,  and  are  being  cascuiated,  and  of  a 
batter}'  at  Pelican  Spit  mounting  four  or  six  guns,  three  of  these  show- 
ing great  prominence  and  believed  to  be  quakers.  One  or  more  rams 
lie  every  night  behind  Pelican  Spit.  The  main  ship  channel  into  the 
harbor  between  these  fort^  has  been  for  the  laAt  two  months  constantly 
avoided  by  their  boats  larger  than  small  rowboats,  all  their  intercourse 
with  Pelican  Spit  being  made  several  miles  around  Pelican  Island. 
The  defenses  of  the  haroor  consist  of  the  fort  on  Fort  Point  already 
named,  two  batteries  between  that  and  the  city,  one  of  them  easemateu, 
number  of  ^uns  not  known;  also  a  casemated  battery  of  two  gims 
(when  Captani  Renshaw  occupied  the  city)  noar  the  lower  wharf.  This 
battery  has  been  extended  across  to  connect  with  the  battery  at  Old 
Hospital  for  defense  on  the  Gulf  side.  At  the  upper  end  of  the  city 
is  another  liattery,  force  not  known. 

They  were  driving  piles  in  the  bay  across  from  Pelican  Island  toward  I 
the  mainland  above  \  irginta  Point.  \ 

Five  miles  from  the  city  a  railroad  bridge  crosses  from  Galveston  1 
Island  to  Virginia  Point,  and  a  miles  to  the  westward  of  that  they  are  1 
constructing  another  bridge,  as  if  providing  against  the  destruction  of  I 
one  or  other  of  them.  Thecndnof  these  bridges  are  defended  by  earth-  I 
works  seen  from  our  mastheads.  1 

They  have  some  steamboats  in  the  bay,  some  of  them  barricaded,  and  1 
one,  at  least,  a  veritable  ram. 

There  are  two  plans  of  attack: 

1st.  For  partial  occupation,  viz.  of  the  channel  between  Fort  Point  I 
and  liolivar  Point,  to  prevent  blockade  running. 

2d.  An  attack  for  the  final  oicupation  of  the  city  and  island. 


I 
I 
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For  the  first,  the  occupation  of  Bolivar  Point,  Pelican  Spit,  and 
Fort  Point  would  be  necessary,  assisted  by  two  or  three  gunboats. 
The  main  ship  channel  to  the  harbor  being  considered  as  closed  with 
obstructions,  there  remains  but  one  approach  from  the  bay,  viz,  that 
via  Pelican  Spit. 

Fort  Point  is  alreadv  so  strong  as  to  be  easily  made  impregnable  on 
the  land  side,  assisted  by  one  or  two  gunboats.  Pelican  Spit  and 
Bolivar  Point  are  also  defensible  with  the  same  assistance.  One  thou- 
sand men  could  occupy  and  defend  the  three  points  named  against  all 
adversaries,  whether  from  without  or  from  within. 

The  plan  of  attack  would  be  to  assault  at  night  Fort  Point  and  all 
the  batteries  on  the  neck  between  it  and  the  city.  Fort  Point  flanks 
and  dominates  Pelican  Spit,  and  the  latter  would  speedily  fall  under 
the  attack  of  that  fort  and  the  gunboats.  The  assault  would  he  cer- 
tainly successful  if  conducted  with  secrecy,  for  there  appear  to  be 
very  few  soldiers  present  who  manifest  perfect  security  to  tnemselves. 
One  thousand  white  soldiers  would  suffice. 

Plan  of  attack  for  final  occupation  of  city  and  island: 

Land  5,000  men  on  the  Gulf  side  of  the  island  from  3  to  4  miles 
from  the  cit3%  and  attack  the  works  at  the  head  of  the  bridges,  burn- 
ing the  latter,  at  the  same  time  sending  two  steamboats  drawing  not 
more  than  4  feet  through  St.  Louis  [San  Luis]  Pass  into  the  bay  to 
assist  in  burning  the  bridges  and  to  shell  their  troops  in  the  rear. 
The  bridges  gone,  and  the  boats  established  on  West  Bay,  all  supplies 
of  men  and  provisions,  except  through  the  city,  would  be  cut  on,  and 
the  rest  would  soon  follow. 

If  the  movement  be  kept  secret  and  conducted  with  celerity,  I  think 
the  troops  would  not  encounter  more  than  one  regiment.  The  delay 
of  twenty-four  hours  before  the  city  would  probably  enable  them  to 
gather  4,000  or  5,000  men. 

Bolivar  Point  is  a  pleasant,  green  plain,  dry  and  shaded  in  places, 
capable  of  encamping  10,000  men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Coni7n^o7r. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

C<>md(j,  WoHtetm  (rulf  Blckdg.  Squadron^  Neto  Orleans^  Ln, 


Order  of  Commodore  Morris^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  C(mrnxvader  Mxdlany^ 
If,  S.  Navy^  senior  officer  off  Galveston^  regardiny  rations, 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
New  Orleans^  May  J  J,  1863, 

Sir:  I  send  you  by  the  Tenn/^ssee  three  months'  rations  for  300  men. 
They  were  put  on  board  of  her  before  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
'1st  of  May,  specifying  the  number  of  rations  which  would  be  required 
for  the  vessels  of  your  division;  but  I  estimate  that  the  quantity  now 
sent  will  be  near  the  mark.  At  any  rate,  I  wish  you  to  receive,  if 
possible,  and  distribute  all  that  is  now  sent  down.  The  Tennessee  also 
takes  down  the  stores  in  the  other  departments  which  the  requisitions 
called  for,  which  could  })e  furnished. 

The  (\tyi«ja  has  sailed  for  Sabine  Piuss  to-day.  You  had  bettor  send 
up  the  jVf  tr  /jmdoff  for  her  remira. 

I  st^nt  down  the  coal  vessel  rWe^t  King  to  you  with  4r)0  tons. 
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I  wish  you  to  inform  me,  as  near  as  you  can  estimate,  how  long  that 

Siantity  will  last  you,  and  when  you  will  require  another  one  to  be 
ere,  so  as  to  give  me  the  time  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
to  send  another  one  down  to  you  in  time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  W.  Morris, 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer. 
Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Cmnmamling  (J,  S,  S.  Bienville^  Senior  Officer  off  Galveston. 


Report  of  Major-  Genei^al  Banks^  U.  S.  Amw^  regretting  his  inability 

to  cooperate  at  onx^e  against  Vicksourg. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Alexandria^  La.^  May  12^  1863 — 8  a.  m. 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  the  10th  instant  I  received  by  the  hand 
of  Captain  [H.  A.]  Ulffers  this  morning  at  6:30.  1  regret  to  say  that  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  join  you  at  Vicksburg  in  time  or  with  force  to 
be  of  service  to  you  in  any  immediate  attack.  ♦  *  *  The  utmost  I 
can  accomplish  is  to  cross  for  the  purpose  of  operating  with  you  against 
Port  Hudson.  *  *  *  My  advance  is  now  60  miles  above  Alexandria. 
The  only  course  for  me,  failing  in  cooperation  with  you,  is  to  regain 
the  Mississippi  and  attack  Port  Hudson  or  to  move  against  the  enemy 
at  Shreveport.  Port  Hudson  is  reduced  in  force,  but  not  as  you  are 
informed.  It  has  now  10,000  men  and  is  very  strongly  fortified.  This 
is  the  report  of  Admiral  Farragut,  whose  fleet  is  above  and  below  the 
works. 

1  regret  very  much  my  inability  to  join  you.  ♦     *     ♦ 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sincere  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Majoi'-  General^  Commanding, 

Major-General  Grant, 

dmimanding  forces  hefore  Vicksburg, 


Rtport  of  Major-General  Banks ^    (L  S,  Army^  regarding  proposed 

operations  againnt  Port  Ifudsfm. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Alexundria^  La.,,  May  13^  1863. 

I  have  sent,  subsequent  to  the  dispat<*h  of  yesterday,  transmitted  by 
Captain  Gii)bs,  a  note  of  this  date,  informing  you  of  my  determina- 
tion to  join  you  at  all  hazards  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  ♦  *  * 
My  belief  is  that  your  first  suggestion  of  sending  a  force  to  cooperate 
with  us  against  Port  Hudson  is  host. 

Port  Hudson  can  be  reduced  without  delay  and  with  perfect  certainty 
if  you  can  assist  us  with  from  10,000  to  20,000  men.  ♦  ♦  ♦  £ 
earnestly  urge  u])on  3X)U  the  consideration  of  this  subject  in  this  light, 
l)ut  shouhl  it  1)0  iiiipossiblo  for  you  to  conform  with  it  I  shall  move  to 
you  as  soon  as  })ossiblo  with  the  force  that  I  have  stated.  At  best  the 
niovonieiit  jitraiiist  l\)rt  Hudson  can  delay  us  but  a  few  days,  and  will 
not  only  ^ivo  you  our  cooperation,  but  will  free  your  cavalry  from 
the  ditiiculties  which  now  prevent  its  return. 
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M\^  headquarters  will  be  at  Siinmcsport  to-inoiTow. 
The  moral  etfect  of  the  reduction  of  Port  Hudson  upon  Vicksburg 
and  the  junction  of  our  forces  after  that  will  be  inappreciably  great. 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Majm^'  Geuiiral,,  Commanding, 
Major- General  Grant, 

Commanding  Forces  at  Mckshnrg. 


Letter  from  Major-  General  Banks^  U,  S.  Army^  to  Rear- Admiral 
Farragut^  IL  S,  Xavy^,  urging  the  retention  of  the  -fleet  ahove  Port 
Hudson. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Ale,candria,  May  13,  1863. 

In  my  note  of  yesterday  the  word  "insanity"  was  written.  It 
should  have  been  unwise."  Nevertheless  do  not  withdraw  the  fleet 
from  above  Port  Hudson;  it  is  of  vital  consequence  to  us  for  the 
present.  Its  withdrawal  would  lose  to  us  all  that  has  been  gained  in 
the  campaign  from  the  passage  of  the  fleet  to  this  day,  as  it  would 
reopen  to  Port  Hudson  tne  now  closed  avenue  of  supplies. 
Very  respectfully,  3-our  obedient  serv^ant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major-  General,  Conunaiiding. 
Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut. 


Letter  from  Ma^or- General  Banks,    U.  S.  Army,  to  Bear- Admiral 
Farragut,  L.  S.  Navy,  proposing  operations  against  Vickshurg, 

Hdqrs.  Deft,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Cori'S, 

Alexandria,  [Z^^],  May  13,  1863. 

Our  reconnoissances  since  ni}^  dispatch  of  yesterday  show  that  it  is 
practicable  for  us  to  join  General  Grant  at  Vicksburg.  I  shall  make 
every  sacrifice  and  hazard  everything  to  effect  this  junction.  My 
command  will  move  to  Simmes[X)rt  to-day,  making  that  the  base  of 
our  opemtions,  and  transport  the  army  to  Grand  Gulf  by  tmnsports 
and  by  such  naval  vessels  as  can  assist  us.  Unless  its  place  can  be 
supplied  by  an  equally  efficient  force  it  will  be  impossible  to  with- 
draw the  Ifartfiyid  and  the  other  vessels  from  above  Port  Hudson. 

.  If  there  is  any  disposition  to  evacuate  Port  Hudson,  our  movement 
will  compel  it,  until  which  it  is  indispensable  that  the  supplies  from 
this  side  of  the  Red  River  should  be  cut  off,  and  that  their  communi- 
cation with  the  country  in  the  rear  of  their  fortifications  should  also 
be  restricted.  General  Augur  will  reeeive  instructions  to  this  end, 
and  I  most  earnestly  protest  against  the  withdrawal  of  the  Hartford 
until  this  is  accomplished.  I  wfil  keep  you  informed  of  our  movements 
daily. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major- General,  Commanding, 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farkaout, 

Command iny  Fhet  at  Neuj  OrUuns. 
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Order  of  Rt-ar- Admiral  Farragut^  IL  S»  Nat^y^  to  Coimnodare  Bell^ 
U.  S.  J\ovf/,  nynrdlnfj  the  7'tMrirtloTi  of  trade  vith  Matamoras  avd 
Brazos  Santiago, 

U.  S.  Flagship, 
New  Orleans,  La, ,  May  IS^  1863. 

Commodore:  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  honor- 
al)le  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  relative  to  the  trade  with  Matamoras  and 
Brazos  Santiago. 

You  will  cause  one  of  your  vessels  to  visit  the  last  named  at  short 
intervals,  as  it  is  reported  that  vessels  pass  in  and  out  of  that  port 
constantly. 

As  to  Matamoras,  I  do  not  myself  comprehend  how  that  trade  can  be 
stopped  as  long  as  the  United  States  keep  up  the  trade  and  foreigners 
can  alwa3^s  plead  a  right  to  trade  with  Mexico. 

I  see  but  little  to  Ijc  done  in  the  way  of  preventing,  for  the  present, 
importation  into  Texas  via  Matamoras  except  by  occupying  the  latter 
coast,  which  can  only  l)e  done  by  troops. 

You  will,  however,  do  the  best  you  can  to  prevent  vessels  running 
in  to  Brazos  Santiago  or  the  adjacent  inlets.  I  am  also  informed  that 
a  privateer  or  privateers  of  small  class  are  fitting  out  at  Brazos. 

I  shall  send  you  additional  vessels  as  fast  as  I  can,  but  there  appears 
to  be  such  a  demand  for  them  to  replace  tliose  breaking  down  that  1 
can  not  v^enture  to  specify  the  time  when  it  will  be  in  my  power  to 
send  them. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commodore  Hknry  H.  Bell, 

ComviandliKj  Ontskle  Squadron^ 

U,  S.  Steavi  Sloop  BrooMyi^  Ship  Island. 


Report  of  Coin ntoJorc  Palmer.  U,  S,  Nawy,  regarding  general  matters, 

U.  S.  S.  Hartford, 
Off  Red  River,  May  J 4,  J 863, 

My  Dear  Admiral:  I  send  you  two  dispatches,  one  received  this 
morning,  the  other  yesteiday,  which  speak  for  themselves.  Did  you 
ever  see  such  vacillation  i  1  shall  expect  to  see  hin)  to-morrow  or  next 
day  and  have  no  doubt  h(^  will  implore  me  to  go  up  wuth  him  to  Vicks- 
burg.  This  nocessity  he  must  clearly  prove  to  me  before  I  consent. 
He  has  now  got  up  to  Ah^xandria  the  rJstrella,  Arizona^  and  Switzer- 
land, all  which  were  sent  him  with  an  idea  that  he  was  going  to  follow 
the  enemy  \\\)  toward  Shroveport.  Porter  sent  him  the  two  latter, 
and  persuaded  me  to  let  him  have  the  Estrell<i  also.  Porter  came  down 
day  before  yesti^rday  in  his  tug,  dined,  and  spent  the  night  with  me. 
On  the  following  morning  the  Benton  and  Price  having  arrived,  he 
went  up  to  Vickshurg,  the  Price  towing  the  Benton,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  taking  up  the  rest  of  his  fleet  from  Grand  Gulf  and  being 
present  at  the  capture  of  Vickburg  (if  it  ever  takes  place). 

I  believe  I  wrote  vou  in  my  last  that  Grant  had  sent  to  Banks  to 
come  up  and  help  him;  at  the  same  time  Banks's  messenger  was  on  his 
way  to  ask  of  Grant  to  render  him  a  similar  favor. 
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Porter  has  given  me  the  Pittsburg^  and  my  intention  had  been  before 
this  to  have  had  the  PitUhurg  and  Albatross  down  at  Bayou  Sara.  But 
the  foiTOer  has  no  coal,  and  until  Porter  sends  down  a  coal  barge  she 
will  be  unable  to  move.  1  have  been  hourly  in  expectation  of  a  coal 
vessel  arriving  here  from  Brashear  City;  but  question  now  whether 
one  is  even  on  its  way.  The  Sachem  yesterday  evening  was  some 
6  or  6  miles  above  here  on  its  way  to  us,  but  as  she  had  not  made 
her  appearance  this  morning  I  suppose  she  is  aground  as  usual.  I  sent 
the  Albatross  up  to  see  about  her,  and  when  the  Albatross  returns, 
which  I  hope  will  be  in  an  hour  or  two,  I  shall  have  to  send  her  up  to 
Grand  Gulf  with  important  dispatches  for  General  Grant,  which  notify 
him  of  Banks'  intended  juncture. 

This  Banks  begs  me  to  do,  as  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance;  instead 
of  sending  one  of  the  gunboats  he  had  with  him  on  this  mission,  I 
suppose  he  keeps  them  to  convoy  and  bring  his  troops  down  the  Red 
River. 

I  suppose  you  have  heard  from  Banks  urging  my  stay  up  here. 

I  hope  you  will  write  me  whether  you  prefer  my  remaining  until  the 
reduction  of  Port  Hudson,  which  I  suppose  will  be  attempted  by  the 
combined  armies  as  soon  as  they  succeed  at  Vicksburg;  but  you  know 
how  dilatory  they  are,  and  I  may  have  to  remain  up  a  month  longer. 
As  soon  as  possible  I  shall  send,  down  a  couple  oi  vessels  to  Bayou 
Sara.  When  the  Lafaijette  comes  down  she  wul  remain  at  this  ancfior- 
age  and  I  shall  then  make  my  headcjuarters  at  Bayou  Sara,  come  down 
and  communicate  with  Alden  occasionally. 

The  Sacheryi  has  arrived.  She  did  not  get  on  shore,  but  only 
anchored  for  the  night. 

Very  truly,  yours,  ete., 

Jas.  S.  Palmer. 


Letter  from  Major- General  Bariks^  V.  S,  Arraxj^  to  Lieutenant- Com- 
mander Cooke^  U.  S.  JV(Wi/^  commanding  U,  S.  S.  JCstrelJ^^  regard- 
ing the  removal  of  army  headquarters. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Alexandria^  La.^  May  i^,  1863, 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  inform  you  that 
these  headquarters  will  move  to  Simmesport  this  morning,  on  the 
Emjrire  Parish^  and  that  Brigadier-General  Weitzel  will  remain  at 
Alexandria  in  command  of  the  rear  guard  of  this  army  until  the  17th 
instant,  when  he  will  move  to  the  junction  of  the  Bayou  Hutfpowor 
road  to  Simmesport  and  the  road  to  Opelousas. 

The  commanding  general  desires  that  you  will  communicate  to  any 
transport  that  may  arrive  here  his  orders  that  she  return  to  Simmes- 
port and  there  receive  further  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Richard  B.  Irw^in, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Entrella, 
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Report  of  ContvHindev  Mullany  ^  IL  S.  Navy^  senior  officer  off  Galveston^ 

regarding  coal. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  Galveston,  Tex. ,  May  U,  1863. 

Sir:  The  brig  A.  Hopkins  leaves  here  to-day  for  New  Orleans  via 
Sabine  Pass,  where  she  is  ordered  to  deliver  the  balance  of  her  cargo 
of  coal  to  the  vessels  on  that  station. 

The  schooner  F<yrest  King  has  arrived  here  with  a  cargo  of  coal, 
which  will  be  sufficient  to  supply  our  wants  for  the  ensuing  three 
weeks.  Another  coal  vessel  should  be  sent  in  time  to  arrive  here 
about  the  7th  or  8th  of  June.  The  weekly  consumption  of  all  the 
vessels  on  this  station  at  the  present  time  is  from  100  to  125  tons. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  MULIJVNY, 

Commander  and  Senior  Offio/r  Present. 

Commodore  Henry  W.  Morris, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Pensaoola,  Seni<yr  Officer,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Farra^ui,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Alden,  TJ.  S. 
Namy,  regarding  the  squadron  above  Port  Ihidson. 

New  Orleans,  May  16, 1863. 

Telegraph  to  Commodore  Palmer  to  remain  above  Port  Hudson  with 

his  squadron  until  further  orders. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farraout,  "^ 

Rear- Admiral. 
Captain  James  Alden, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Na/val  Forces,  hdaio  Port  Ilvdson. 

Letter  from  Rear-  Admiral  Fai*i'agut,  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Major-  General 
Ranks,  TJ.  S.  Army,  refeindng  to  operations  against  Vickshurg. 

May  15. 

My  Dear  General:  I  have  received  your  several  dispatches,  and 
I  see  that  you  now  determine  to  join  General  Grant  for  the  ^rand 
attack  upon  Vicksburg.  It  appears  to  me  that  that  battle  will  be 
fought  before  your  arrival.  My  instructions  to  (^Jommodore  Palmer 
are  to  remain  so  long  as  he  can  contribute  to  the  fall  of  Port  Hudson, 
and  I  shall  communicate  with  him  immediatel}'  across  the  point  at  Port 
Hudson.  You  appear  to  forget  that  Admiral  Porter  has  more  force 
in  ironclads  than  |  my]  whole  squadron.  I  feel  anxious  that  Port  Hud- 
son should  be  taken,  to  open  coumiunication  with  my  fleet,  then  I  could 
send  up  a  force  that  might  render  efficient  service.  There  is  no  force 
worth  speaking  of  at  Port  Hudson  now,  and  Grierson  has  cut  the  rail- 
road within  8  miles  of  the  terminus.  I  shall  be  at  Baton  Rouge 
to-morrow  or  next  day,  and  will  go  if  General  Augur  will  not  move 
against  it.  It  is  generally  believed  that  they  are  evacuating  it. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly  your  friend, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Comdg.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Ildqrs.  at  Alexandria,  La. 


Letttn'from  the  if.  S.  consul  at  Londim  fi>  the  S'xretarif  of  State,  regard- 1 
ing  a  proposed  attempt  by  tfrn  VMifederatea  to  break  the  hlockade. 

U.  S.  Consulate, 

London,  May  15,  JSS3. 

Sir:  The  rumor  of  on  impending  attack  by  a  CVrnfederats  force  on 
one  or  more  of  our  l)lockadIng  squadrona  has  again  reached  me  through 
different  channels.  As  I  have  hefore  warned  you  that  the  insurgents 
meditated  such  an  attack  when  no  attack  followed,  I  receive  all  theae  ^^^ 
rumors,  not  based  onsufiicient  facts,  with  more  or  less  distrust.  The  ^^H 
danger  of  a  seu  attack  must  he  judged  of  by  tlie  nece^ssities  of  tlie  ^^H 
rebels  and  their  jwwer  to  make  such  an  attaclv.  I  may  lie  permitted  ^^| 
to  say  that  in  my  judgment  the  wisely  direoti'd  energy  and  ijromptr-  ^^ 
ness  of  the  Navy  Department  in  pincing  a  sutiieiont  protective  and 
blockading  force  at  each  of  our  leading  harbors,  and  an  active  force 

under  the  control  of  Admiral  Wilkes,  has  thus  far  prevented  such  an    

attack.  ^^H 

But  now  the  necessitous  circumstances  of   the  Confederate:;   may  ^^| 
drive  them  to  hazard  the  attempt  to  break  the  bkx^kadc  at  some  lead-  ^^H 
ing  port,  say  Charleston,  Wilniingjton,  or  some  port  on  the  Georgia    ^^B 
or  J-lorida  coast,  or  possibly  Mobile.     If  they  make  the  attempt  the 
main  object  will  be  to  run  in  a  large  fleet  of  blockade  runners  with 
provisions  and  army  supplies.     If  tliey  once  fairly  break  and  raise 
the  blockade  at  any  one  point,  they  expect  tu  keep  it  open  for  sixty 
days  at  leASt.     You  are  aware  that  they  have  adaed  largely  to  their 
steam  Heet  recently.     How  many  of  these  will  be  converted  into  fight- 
ing ships  in  Bermuda,  Nassau,  and  the  West  India  waters,  to  i>e  adae<l 
to  the  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Vm/inr'a,  to  be  aided  by  the  rams,  gun- 
boats, and  other  craft  in  the  harbors  they  purpose  to  attack,   it  is 
impossible  to  say.     If  they  should  not  succeed  in  opening  tlie  ports 
they  attack,  they  would  expect  to  run  in  a  large  uumVier  of  blockade 
runners  during  the  fight.     In  fact  they  may  not  expect  to  do  much 
more  than  get  in  large  supplies  at  present.     Their  necessities  may 
compel  them  to  make  the  attempt  before  they  get  their   ironclads 
ready.     I  may  also  mention  as  a  suspicious  circumstance  in  connection 
with  their  extraordinary  exertions  to  get  together  a  large  fleet  of 
steamers  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  the  fact  that  they  appear  to  be  making 
equally  great  exertions  to  get  over  all  the  best  quality  guns  of  large    ^^_ 
size  they  can  and  with  as  much  expedition  as  possible.     Immen.se  steel  J^^| 
guns  are  brought  from  the  famous  works  of  Knipp,  in  Prussia,  and  ^^M 
they  have  Fawcett  and  Preston's  and  other  establishments  in   this  ^^H 
country  hard  at  work  for  them.     lIn(|uestionably  a  great  many  are 
going  out  to  take  their  chance  of  getting  througli  that  we  never  hear 
of,  and  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  most  of  the  blo<^^kade  runners 
cai-ry  in  more  or  less. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  oliedient  servant, 

F.  11.  Morse, 

Consul. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Skwai!!.. 

Set-retiiry  "f  Stale. 
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Private  letter  from  Sear- Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  ^aiyy,  to  Commo- 
dore BdJ,  if.  S.  Navy,  cautioning  him  regarding  hie  Preaijtietit  of 
Confederate  officers  under  flay  of  truce, 

U,  S.  Flagship, 
New  Orleans,  May  15,  186S. 
Dear  Oommodork:  I  received  your  kind  letter  and  biit  for  the  mul 
titude  of  busine&s  on  hand  would  have  answered  it  before,  unofficially. 
I  find  that  you  are  nearly  ready  for  sea  again,  and  therefore  must  find 
time  to  address  you  a  line  on  the  score  of  admonition.  Lilte  al)  the 
rest  of  us,  you  have  your  enemies  about  you  who  are  trying  to  impress 
the  Department  with  the  idea  that  yon  are  too  indulgent  to  the  renela. 
I  have  replied  to  the  letter  of  the  Department,  and,  I  hope.,  set  them 
right  on  the  subject;  but,  as  you  know,  a  man  who  has  any  particular 
dislike  to  you  will  always  find  something  to  found  a  complaint,  and 
therefore  I  admonish  you  to  be  on  your  guard.  If  you  receive  Hags 
of  truce  (which  the  Govei-nment  think.s  should  be  done  as  seldom  aa 
possible,  and  has  sent  out  special  instructions  on  ^the  subject),  treat 
them  as  enemies,  which  I  have  no  doubt  you  do.  but  they  would  make 
it  appear  that  you  treat  them  with  so  much  consideration  as  to  become 
distasteful  to  your  officers  and  crew,  and  that  jour  wardroom  officers 
actually  refused  to  loan  you  table  furniture  for  the  purpose  of  enter- 
taining tbem.  You  will  understand  all  this,  and  1  suppose  there  is 
just  enough  of  truth  in  it  to  make  a  story  of  it.  I  told  the  Department 
that  ns  the  reltels  were  acknowledged  as  belligerents,  I  supposed  that 
you  considered  them  entitled  to  the  courtesies  of  officers,  and  1  bad 
no  doubt  Jou  had  extended  that  to  them  and  nothing  more.  Keep 
this  to  yourself  until  a  proper  time  arrives  for  exposing  the  reporters. 
1  have  my  suspicions  as  to  its  author,  but  as  I  may  be  wrong.  I  will 
keep  it  to  myself,  I  have  received  several  lettei-s  from  Mrs.  F.  even 
by  way  of  Cairo  when  up  the  river.  She  had  paid  her  visit  to  Norfolk 
and  thinks  she  deserves  quite  as  much  credit  for  her  heroism  as  I  did  in 
passing  the  forts,  for  they  were  exulting  over  my  defeat  and  told  her  they 
would  soon  have  me  a  prisoner;  but  sne  stood  it  ail  like  a  philosopher 
and  told  them  that  she  did  not  believe  they  would  take  me.  and  laughed 
at  them.  Now  that  I  am  back  again,  she  will  be  relieved.  I  sent  Loyall 
home  from  Vieksburgtogo  to  West  Point  if  he  can  get  the  appointment. 
They  promise  it,  but  that  is  no  sign  that  they  will  give  ithira.  Mi's.  F. 
has  gone  back  to  — — ■ —  and  will  no  doubt  s<H)n  see  Mrs.  Bell.  She 
had  not  when  she  last  wrote.  She  does  nothing  but  beg  me  to  come 
home  and  give  some  one  else  a  chance,  1  tell  her  they  are  heartily  wel- 
come to  all  my  chances,  If  the  Government  will  relieve  me,  but  I  can 
not  go  just  now,  asthereareso  many  tilings  just  about  to  be  done  if  we 
can  do  them.  I  hope  we  will  be  able  to  get  vessels  to  take  Galveston, 
but  the  season  is  almost  too  far  advanced,  but  the  moment  the  iron- 
clad.-! come  to  me  I  shall  pitch  in  to  some  place,  hut  I  intend  to  help 
them  with  the  wooden  ships  also.  !  do  not  understand  Du  Fonts 
attack  upon  Charleston.  1  think  he  is  going  to  make  another  before 
the  ironclads  are  sent  to  me.  Take  care  of  Texas;  should  you  see  an 
opening  for  taking  Galveston  do  not  let  it  slip.  'Phe  enemy  is  being 
pushed  hard,  and  wo  must  keep  the  pressure  on.     1  leave  to-diiy  for 


I 


I 
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Baton  Rouge  to  see  how  things  look  up  there  and  at  Port  Hudson. 
Alden  is  worrying  them  every  night  and  doing  good  service. 
Your  friend, 

D.  G.  Farragut. 
Captain  Jenkins  sends  his  regards  to  you. 

D.  G.  F. 

[Note  on  the  foregoing  letter  in  Bell's  handwriting.] 

The  Brooklyn  was  blockading  oflf  Galveston,  and  several  flags  of 
truce  were  sent  off  to  me  on  various  pretenses,  which  I  could  not,  of 
course,  know  the  purport  of  until  received.  Sometimes  they  related 
to  the  Hamet  Lane  prisoners  and  other  matters  pertaining  as  much 
to  ourselves  as  to  the  rebels.  I  always  had  one  or  more  of  the  com- 
manding officers  of  the  gunboats  on  board  to  take  care  of  them  while 
1  wrote  an  answer  in  reply  to  the  subject  of  the  flag  of  truce.  They 
were  there  invariably  after  12  o'clock.  I  had  but  one  cabin  and  always 
went  on  deck  to  write,  leaving  my  own  officers  in  charge  of  the  rebel 
officers,  and  directed  my  steward  to  set  out  ref  reshmertts,  which  were 
served  during  my  absence  on  deck.  The  stewaixl  may  have  gone  with- 
out my  knowledge  to  borrow  something  from  the  wardroom  mess,  as 
the  stewards  of  messes  frequently  make  such  interchanges.  My  own 
stores  were  frequently  loaned  in  that  way;  but  I  never  did  send  him 
to  borrow,  and  never  knew  of  his  borrowing.  As  soon  as  my  letters 
were  duly  prepared  the  rebs  left.  The  officer  next  in  command  being 
very  young  and  inexperienced,  and  having  but  little  control  over  the 
crew,  who  manifested  some  feeling  against  the  rebel  officers^  1  made  it 
a  point  to  give  the  flag  of  truce  officers  a  safe  transit  from  the  ship 
by  being  present  myself  in  some  instances.  It  was  my  duty  to  treat 
the  bearers  of  the  flag  of  truce  civilly  as  long  as  they  were  in  my 
keeping.  I  did  nothing  more,  though  a  civil  deportment  toward  reb- 
els was  deemed  by  some  malignant  men  as  near  akin  to  complicity 
with  them. 


Report  of  Captain  Goldsborough^  U,  S.  Ndvy^  transmitting  report  of  the 

capture  of  the  British  brig  Comet. 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado, 
Off  Mobile,  May  16, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  gunboat  Kanawha,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Mayo,  captured  on  the  15th  of  May,  within  a  marine 
league  of  the  shore  and  about  20  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Fort  Mor- 
gan, opposite  to  a  place  called  Thirty-Seven  Pines,  the  English  brig- 
antine  Vomet,  that  had  cleared  from  Havana  with  an  assorted  cargo 
for  New  Orleans. 

From  the  position  of  the  vessel  at  the  time  of  capture  and  letters 
found  on  board  it  was  evident  she  would  get  into  Mobile  if  she  could. 

The  supicious  circumstances  and  character  of  the  Cornet,  she  having 
violated  the  blockade  before,  have  influenced  pie  in  sending  her  to  Key 
West  for  adjudication. 

1  enclose  a  copy  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Mavo's  report  of  the 
circumstances  attending  her  capture,  and  will  add  that  her  present 
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commander,  who  goes  by  the  name  of  Thomas  Johiisou,  has  been  for"! 
many  yeai-s  employed  in  Mobile  Bay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  R.  G0LD8BOROUGH, 
Captmv  and  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  file  Navy,  Washin^/tmi,  D.  C. 

(Euclomm-.] 

U.  S.  S.  Kanawha, 
BhKkade  of  Mobile,  May  1-5,  1863. 

Sib;  I  respectfully  report  the  fo!lowin;j  as  probable  caiiaeH  for  the 
seizure  of  the  English  brig  Voim-t  for  intent  to  violate  the  blockade  of 
this  port  on  May  15,  instant:  The  vessel  was  seized  by  this  ship 
within  1  marine  league  of  the  land  and  leas  than  2  miles  distant  there- 
from, off  a  locality  Known  as  the  Thirty-Seven  Pines,  about  20  miles 
from  Fort  Morgan,  and  no  other  vessel  in  the  Navy  was  in  signal 
distance. 

As  we  approached  to  speak  the  tjomet  a  man,  Thomaa  Johnson  by 
name,  was  seen  to  di-aw  some  papers  from  his  pocket,  tear  them  up, 
and  throw  the  fragments  overboard.  These  were  immediately  col- 
lected, dried,  and  matched,  so  far  as  time  would  allow. 

Thus  matched,  they  are  herewith  submitted,  as  well  as  are  other 
pieces  picked  up.  'These  constitute  part  of  a  memorandum  of  thei 
aailv  true  position  of  the  Gniiet  on  this  her  present  voyage. 

When  these  memoranda  were  compared  with  what  purports  to  be 
the  log  book,  the  position  of  the  Comet  in  each  differed  materially  on 
the  I'ith  and  13th  of  May,  instant.  I  have  traced  in  green  the  log-book 
positions,  and  marked  a  the  positions  by  the  fragmentarj'  memorandum 
with  the  date  corresponding  to  the  position,  and  it  inside  the  circle. 
This  exhibits  the  differences  of  place.  When  interrogated  as  to  tbi.^ 
diffei-ence,  Johnson  assigned  strong  currents  as  the  reason  therefor. 
On  examination  of  the  Vomefn  papers  I  found  that  she  wan  allowed  to 
go  to  New  Orleans  by  way  of  tno  Mississippi  River.  She  was  found 
off  the  Thirty-Seven  Pines,  close  to  a  fi-amework  on  the  beach,  a  place 
which  blockade  runners  in  strike  for  to  get  a  fair  start  westward.  I 
The  chart  of  navigation  found  on  hoard  put  her.  on  the  noon  14th  | 
instant,  30  miles  from  the  Passes  and  cast  of  them. 

The  day  began  with  light  winds  from  the  W.  by  N.,  and  the  Comet 
steered  N.  by  E.,  or  nine  points  from  the  wind,  when  she  might  have 
made  an  honest  six-pointcourse,  A  N.  by  E.  course  from  the  position 
given  by  the  fnmmentary  memorandum  on  the  13th  instant  is  the 
straight  road  to  the  place  20  miles  east  of  Fort  Morgan,  and  from  x — 
a  pricked  position^ — better  still  on  that  night,  Hth  instant,  the  Comet 
had  good  S.  E,  winds,  according  to  her  log,  and  yet  was,  m  the  fore 
part  of  the  evening,  I'i  miles  to  the  westward  of  Pensacola  light, 
steering  W.  S,  W.,  a  straight  course  for  Fort  Morgan  and  the  Swash 
Channel, 

It  is  impossible  for  her  in  this  interval  to  have  been  set  back  by 
currents  or  other  ocean  phenomena  the  distance  she  would  run  with  a 
good  S.  E.  wind  with  83  miles,  the  distance  between  the  chart  position 
of  the  14th  and  jilace  where  found,  added.     And  although  Johnson 
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purports  to  have  been  set  east  by  currents,  yet,  after  a  night  of  calm 
and  variable  light  winds,  as  was  most  of  the  night  of  the  14th  instant, 
we  find  the  Comet  just  where  the  fragmentary  memoranda  reckoning 
ought  to  place  her,  about  20  miles  west  of  Pensacola  light  and  about 
20  miles  east  of  Mobile  Point,  and  not  much  disturbed  by  currents. 
If  she  were  honest,  after  having  made  Pensacola  light,  she  would 
have  shaped  her  course  for  the  Passes  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

It  is  apparent  to  me  that  there  are  two  captains  or  masters  on  board, 
the  one  Johnson,  the  other  Lucio  Alvarez,  for  the  memoranda  of  navi- 

fation  is  in  the  figures  of  the  owner  of  several  account  books — the  new, 
rown-backed  one,  mutilated,  who  is  Alvarez.  Johnson  is  a  stevedore 
of  Mobile,  and  had  on  his  person  a  discharge,  signed  bv  the  English  con- 
sul at  Havana,  from  the  Alix^e;  an  old  and  habitual  violator  of  this 
blockade. 

That  which  is  called  the  log  book  is  incorrect,  and  not  kept  with 
care.  It  is  not  a  record  of  the  daily  tranvsactions  of  the  vessel.  The 
log  book  has  Tuesday,  Mav  12,  then  Wednesday,  May  12,  next,  Thurs- 
day, May  13,  and  finally,  Wednesday,  May  14.  The  best  understand- 
ing I  can  get  of  the  vessel's  position  is  from  the  fragmentary  memo- 
randa of  the  13th  at  noon,  when  the  vessel,  being  56  miles  from  Mobile 
Point,  ran  N.  by  E.,  with  a  nine-point  wind,  and  made  the  land  12 
miles  west  of  Pensacola.  The  point  steered  for  was  evidently  a  lead- 
pencil  line,  original  to  her  navigator,  drawn  east  of  Mobile,  and  over 
15,  in  a  direction  N.  and  S.  Ihus  she  came  out  of  her  course  for 
the  Passes.  Furthermore,  by  holding  the  chart  up  to  the  light,  the 
eye  can  detect  plain  points,  pricked  with  the  dividers,  on  the 
straight  road  to  Mobile,  which  agree  with  the  positions  of  the  frag- 
mentary memoranda,  and  are  on  the  straight  road  to  Mobile  and 
its  approaches.  I  believe  the  log  book  false  and  fabricated;  I  believe 
the  letters  of  introduction  false  and  fabricated,  for  two  of  them,  writ- 
ten by  different  persons  to  entirely  distinct  parties,  are  almost  dupli- 
cates of  each  other. 

No  letter  of  instructions  from  the  owner  of  the  brig  to  the  master 
was  found  on  board. 

Lucio  Alvarez  says  a  man  named  Thompson  is  the  owner  of  the 
brig. 

Thomas  Johnson  says  an  P^nglishman  in  Havana  named  Haman  is 
the  owner  of  the  brig. 

Finally  in  a  letter  found  on  l)oard  addressed  to  Mr.  George  Clifton, 
at  Havana,  are  these  words  from  Charles  Thompson,  viz,  dated  April 
30,  1863: 

I  let  you  know  I  and  C/harlev  have  shipped  on  lx)ard  of  an  ICnglLsh  })rij^  called  the 
Comely  and  we  are  bound  to  New  OrleauH  l)y  way  of  Mobile.  I  am  agoing  captain 
of  her.    Perhaps  I  will  have  to  go  to  New  Orleans. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  K.  Mayo, 
Lieutenant-  Coimnander. 

Captain  John  R.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Division  Went  Gulf  Blockdg,  Fleets  off  Mobile. 
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Report  of  Commodore  BeU^  U.  S.  Navy^  of  the  arrival  at  South  West 

Pa88  of  the  U.  S.  S,  Brooklyn. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

South  West  Pass,  May  16,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  vou  that  I  left  Ship  Island  yesterday 
at  4  p.  m.  and  anchored  outside  of  South  West  Pass  this  morning  at 
7  a.  m.  to  await  my  supplies  from  New  Orleans.     As  soon  as  they  are 
received  I  shall  proceed  on  blockade  oflf  Galveston. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Co7nmodore. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Faruagut, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Sgimdrmi,  New  Orleans^  La. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell,    U.   S.   Navy^  to  Commodore  Morris, 
U.  o.  Navy,  regarding  the  removal  of  huoys  off  South  West  Pass. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 
SoxUh  West  Pass,  May  16,  1863. 

Sir:  Mr.  Jones,  the  Government  pilot  for  this  bar,  reported  to  me 
that  he  saw  James  Lyons  and  A.  A.  Douglass,  pilots,  to-oay  trying  to 
remove  the  inner  running  buoy  which  he  placed  there  a  short  time 
since  by  order  of  Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins,  fleet  captain.  When  I  looked 
for  them  shortly  after,  the  men  were  gone  and  the  buoy  was  still 
visible. 

Mr.  Jones  also  informs  me  that  Lyons,  one  of  the  men  referred  to, 
yesterday  carried  away  by  the  steamer  Southern  Star  the  wreck  buoy 
on  the  bar. 

If  Mr.  Jones'  statement  be  true,  those  men  should  be  punished  the 
full  extent  of  the  law,  as  disloyal  and  aiding  and  comforting  the  rebels, 
for  an^^  obstructions  to  the  movements  of  our  vessels  is  a  material 
support  to  the  enemy,  whether  he  be  rebel,  English,  or  French. 
Under  the  circumstances,  I  have  written  to  Acting  Master  F.  E.  Ellis, 
commanding  the  Pampero,  requesting  him  to  give  the  needful  protec- 
tion to  the  bar  buoys. 

1  think  the  Bvo(tklyn  might  liave  gone  into  the  river  on  the  4th  April 
if  the  buoys  had  been  down. 

I  have  frequently  heard  the  loyalty  of  the  associated  pilots  ques- 
tioned, and  think  they  should  be  timely  looked  after  and  a  new  set  of 
undoubted  loyalty  encouraged  to  supplant  them,  and  thus  prepare  for 
the  contingency  of  war  witli  the  English  or  French,  which  seems  to 
be  inevitable  sooner  or  later,  no  one  can  say  how  soon.  Disaffected 
pilots  would  lay  all  of  your  vessels  on  the  bar  to  be  destroyed  by  an 
mferior  force  outside. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Coinniodoro  H.  \V.  Morris, 

Onnintrndlmj  (  ,  S.  Nrnd  Forees,  Neir  Orleans^  La. 
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Letter  from  Major- General  Banks^  V,  S.  Anny^  to  Goimtiodore  Palmer^ 
U.  S.  Navy^  urging  cooperation  in  transportation  of  troops. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Simmes^  Plantation^  May  17^  1863. 

Commoi>ore:  In  the  absence  of  the  general  commanding,  I  have  the 
honor  to  enclose  for  your  information  the  copy  of  a  dispatch  received 
to-night  by  the  Sachem  from  General  D wight.* 

This  dispatch  will  be  forwarded  to  the  general  early  in  the  morning. 
At  daylight  we  shall  begin  to  cross  the  divisions  of  Grover  and  Emory. 
The  former  is  at  Simmesport,  the  latter  7  miles  back.  There  is  only 
the  Laurel  Hill  to  do  the  work.  General  Andrews  and  I  have  both 
written  to  the  commanding  general,  strongly  urgiiig  the  vital  impor- 
tance of  coal,  steamboats,  ana  prompt  movement.  The  quartermaster 
at  Brashear  [City]  has  also  been  urged  and  directed  to  forward  coal 
immediately.  If  you  receive  coal,  the  commanding  general  will  prob- 
ably request  your  assistance  in  the  transportation  of  his  infantry  to 
Bayou  Sara. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Rich'd  B.  Irwin,] 
AaslMant  Adjutant' General. 

Commodore  James  S.  Palmer, 

Commanding^  etc.^  Flagship  Hartford. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-  General  Andreics^  U.  S.  Army^  to  Commodore 
Palmer^  U.  S.  Navy^  urgimj  cooperation  in  opening  communication 
with  Major-  General  Augur ^  U.  S.  Army. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Sim7n4>s*  Plantation.,  opposite  Simmesport.,  May  18^  1863. 

Commodore:  I  would  respectfully  inform  you  that  I  send  to-day 
Lieutenant  Harwood,  of  the  U.  S.  Engineers,  with  an  escort,  to  make 
a  reconnoissance  of  the  roads  leading  irora  this  pla(*e  to  Morganza  and 
the  ferry  opposite  Bayou  Sara,  and  a  further  reconnoissance,  if  prac- 
ticable, of  the  roads  from  Morganza  to  Rosedale  post-office,  on  the 
Bayou  Grosse  Tete;  thence  to  a  point  opposite  Baton  Rouge,  to  open 
communications  with  General  Augur.  Tne  escort  will  consist  of  live 
companies  of  cavalry,  to  })e  followed  by  a  regiment  of  infantry  and  a 
section  of  artillery. 

The  infantry  and  artillery  will  halt  at  or  near  Morganza,  to  secure 
the  retreat  of  the  cavalry  from  the  operations  beyond  tnat  place.  The 
cavalry  will  probably  reach  Morganza  to-night,  the  infantry  and  artil- 
lery^ to-morrow  before  night.  The  whole  movement  will  probably 
occupy  four  or  five  days. 

If  you  can  cooperate  in  this  movement  by  sending  a  gunboat  below 
Morganza,  it  will  greatly  tend  to  the  security  of  the  troops  engaged 
therein.     1  send  to-dav  bv  the  Laurel  Hill  an  order  to  have  coal  sent 


*Not  fonnd;  but  see  Irwin  to  BankR,  Army  War  ReoonlH,  Vol.  XXVI,  Pt.  I,  ]). 
489. 
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lip  here  from  Brashear  City  immodiately;  it  will,  however,  probabl}' 
take  two  or  three  days  at  least  to  get  it  here. 

1  am,  commodore,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[(jeo.  L.  Andrews,] 
Brujadier' General  of  Volunteers  and  Chief  of  Staff, 

Commodore  Palmer, 

CoiiiTnandirig  Fl^eL 


Report  of  Captain  Oohlsboroughy  U,  S,  Navy^  regarding  th^  capture  of 

the  8cho(mer  Iiunter^  May  i7,  1863, 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile,  May  18, 1863. 

Sir:  1  take  pleasure  to  inform  you  the  gunboat  Kanawha,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  W.  K.  Mayo,  one  of  the  blockading  vessels  off  this  port, 
captured  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  of  May,  1863,  the  schooner  Hunter, 
from  Mobile,  bound  to  Havana,  with  a  cargo  of  43  bales  of  cotton. 
The  Hunter  being  in  an  unseaworthy  condition,  I  have  been  compelled 
to  send  her  to  Pensacola,  the  cotton  to  be  reshipped  the  first  favorable 
opportunity  to  the  North. 

The  following  vessels  were  in  signal  distance,  and  are  entitled  to  a 
share  of  the  prize  money: 

U.  S.  frigate  Colorado:  U.  S.  steamers  Lackawanna,  li.  R.  Cuyler, 
Aroostook,  JPocafiontas,  Kanawha,  and  Kennebec. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  GOLDSBOROUGHj 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 


Report  (f  Captain  Gold^horough,  IL  S,  Navy,  regarding  the  capture  of 

the  Hchoovei'  Ripple,  May  18, 1863. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

OffMohile,  May  18, 1863. 

Sir:  I  take  pleasure  to  inform  you  the  gunboat  Kanxiwha,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  W .  K.  Mayo,  one  of  the  blockading  vessels  off  this  port, 
captured  on  the  18th  of  Ma}^  the  schooner  Ripple,  from  Mobile,  bound 
to  Havana,  with  a  cargo  of  110  hales  of  cotton. 

I  have  put  a  prize  crew  on  hoard  and  sent  her  to  Key  West  for 
adjudication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  o])edient  servant, 

J.  R.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washin^to?i,  D.  C. 
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Reptni  of  ( 'aptain  GolcUhi/i'ovgh^  U.  S.  Navy^  rtyardhuj  various  ctip- 

tvres  off  Mobile. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile,  May  18,  186S. 

Admiral:  In  connection  with  the  capture  of  the  Sea  Lion,  I  have  to 
report  that  her  siii)ore^rgo  and  two  passengers  claim  to  have  taken  the 
cotton  from  Mobile  for  I<ederal  purposes,  holding  the  letU^rs  of  which 
I  enclose  copies;  notwithstanding  her  captain  and,  I  believe,  her 
supercargo,  as  the  pai>ers  on  board  show,  were  under  heavy  bonds  at 
the  custom-house,  Mobile,  to  take  it  direct  to  Havana. 

In  connection  with  the  capture  of  the  English  brigantine  Cornet,  I 
enclose  Lieutenant-Commander  Mayo's  statement,  which  I  consider 
fully  justified  my  sending  her  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

I  nave  to  report,  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  do  so,  a  gallant 
dash  made  by  Acting  Masters  Mate  N.  M.  D^'^er  and  a  boat's  crew 
belonging  to  the  (■uyler, 

I  enclose  Lieutenant-Commander  Jouett's  statement  of  the  circum- 
stances, and  at  the  same  time  assure  you  of  my  admiration  of  this  bril- 
liant affair. 

The  Stnii  IlousUm  has  this  moment  arrived  from  New  Orleans,  and 
I  send  her  ba<»k  immediately  to  h»t  you  know  of  my  anxiety  for  coal, 
and  to  ask,  if  possible,  for  one  or  two  additional  gunboats  to  supply 
the  place  of  those  that  are  disabled. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

J.  R.  CiOLDSBOROUGH, 

Capt.,  Comdif,  Dii'ladoti  Wetit  Gulf  Blovhadimj  Stjivadtmi, 

liear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farracjut, 

CoDtmandlnij  Wtst  G id f  Squadron, 


Rejxtri  of  Rear- Admiral  Farra<jut^  TL  S,  JVavi/,  transmitting  report 
regarding  the  dvntruction  oftht  Von  federate  neliooner  Imbcl^  May  18, 
186J. 

FiAGSiiip  Pensacola, 
New  f Means,  May  W,  1863. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  a  copv  of  u  report  received  from  Lieutenant- 
Commander  J.  E.  Jouett,  relative  to  the  destruction  of  the  rebel 
schooner  Isabel.  1  have  promoted  Master's  Mate  Dyer  to  an  acting 
ensignc}',  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Department,  and  1  will  pro- 
vide for  Paymaster's  Steward  John  Bowman  and  Masse  Neston  (ordi- 
nary seamen)  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1).  G.  Farraciut, 

liear-Adnriral. 
Hon.  GiDEOx  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[En<*l«»Hure.] 

I).  S.  S.  R.  R.  CUYLER, 
({f  Mobile  Hay,  May  16\  180J. 

Sir:  1  have  the  good  fortune  to  report  to  you  the  destruction  of  the 
relM^l  schooner  hattel  this  morning  at  about  2  o'clock,  by  Acting  Mas- 
ter's Mate  N.  M.  Dyer,  of  this  vessel.     Agn»eubly  with  permission 
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from  Captain  Goldsborough,  I  sent  the  second  cutter  with  9  armed  men, 
in  charge  of  Mr.  Dyer,  to  lay  close  to  the  Swash  Channel  and  give 
due  warning  of  any  vessel  attempting  to  run  in  or  out.  Owing  to 
the  badlv  (Bsabled  state  of  my  engine,  it  was  10:30  p.  m.  before  she 
reached  her  station.  At  11  p.  m.  Mr.  Dyer  made  a  vessel  close  under 
Fort  Morgan,  and,  thinking  she  was  on  her  way  out,  laid  quiet,  watch- 
ing her.  Seeing  no  movement  on  her  part  he  pulled  cautiously  in, 
trying  to  get  inshore  of  her,  but  ran  upon  a  hawser  which  was  run  to 
the  shore  from  her.  Concluding  she  was  aground  and  had  been  so  for 
some  time,  he  then  boarded  her,  taking  her  crew  completely  by  sur- 
prise, and  capturing  her  captain  with  6  men  and  all  her  papers.  An 
armed  launch  from  the  Gaines  had  just  left  her  to  go  tor  a  steamer 
and  assistance.  Finding  it  impossible  to  get  her  off,  and,  seeing  the 
Oaines  coming  to  her  relief,  Mr.  Dyer  removed  the  prisoners,  papers, 
etc.,  and  set  Sre  to  her.  As  she  burned  but  slowly,  he  returned  to 
her,  and,  knocking  in  the  heads  of  two  barrels  of  turpentine,  again 
fired  her  and  came  off  to  this  vessel,  leaving  her  in  flames.  Ag'reeably 
to  the  statement  of  her  captain,  when  boarded^  she  was  aground  within 
200  yards  of  Fort  Morgan.  Her  cargo,  per  invoice,  consisted  of  200 
bales  of  cotton. 

As  a  cool,  energetic,  and  smart  young  officer,  I  can  not  speak  too 
highly  of  Mr.  Dyer;  courteous  to  all  ana  a  good  seaman;  he  has  served 
for  over  a  year  in  the  Army  and  seen  much  sea  service.  If  it  is  con- 
sistent, I  beg  he  may  be  given  an  ensign's  appointment,  as  I  know  how 
well  he  would  fill  that  position,  and  as  a  regular  officer,  I  would  not 
recommend  any  unfit  person  for  the  service. 

Mr.  Dyer  mentions  with  great  praise  John  Bowman,  paymaster's 
steward,  and  Masse  Neston,  ordinary  seaman,  as  acting  with  great 
coolness  on  the  occasion  and  rendering  him  valuable  assistance. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  E.  J  duett, 
Lieutenant-  Com^nander. 

Roar-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Cfnmnan(li)i<f  Wtnt  (jiilf  Blf^ckading  Squadron, 


Report  of  Voinmand<:r  Mullany^  {\  /S.  Navy^  regarding  affairs  off 

Galvestoyi, 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  Galveston,  Tex,,  May  18,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commu- 
nications of  the  2d  and  13th  instant,  per  Tennessee, 

Herewith  1  enclose  a  report  of  a  survey  held  on  the  engine,  boilers, 
and  hull  of  the  Itasca,  also  a  report*  from  Lieutenant-Commander 
Madigan,  in  relation  to  chiusing  on  shore  and  burning  a  schooner  near 
San  Luis  Pass. 

I  have  dispatched  the  (Janisro^  Lieutenant-Commander  Madigan,  to 
relieve  the  Xeir  London  off  Sa])ine  Pass,  with  orders  to  Commander 
Read  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans  for  repairs. 

The  Itasca,,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  report  of  the  survey,  is 
greatly  in  need  of  repairs,  hut  I  do  not  deem  it  prudent  to  decrease 

*Not  found. 
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the  present  force  any  more  by  sending  her  away,  and  sliall  therefore 
detain  her  until  the  ^Vtr  Londofi  returns  or  some  other  vessel  is  »ent 
down  in  her  place. 

Another  coal  vessel  ouffht  to  he  here  bv  the  5th  June.  The  steamern 
of  this  division  consume  at  present  about  110  tons  of  coal  per  week, 
but  in  case  it  becomes  necessary  to  get  underway  often,  their  consump- 
tion would  greatly  exceed  that  quantit}',  as  this  ship  alone  consumes 
30  tons  per  day  full  steaming. 

I  have  communicated  to  the  commanding  officers  here  your  instruc- 
tions relative  to  duplicating  requisitions  for  articles  asked  for  previ- 
ously and  not  received. 

Allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  that  portion  of  my  letter  of  the 
28th  April  in  relation  to  the  Rachel  Seaman^  as  it  will  soon  be  neces- 
sarv  to  send  her  somewhere  to  refit. 

The  provisions  sent  down  will  ration  the  gunboats  for  three  months 
(which  is  all  thoy  can  stow)  and  this  ship  lor  four  months  from  this 
date,  excepting  in  the  article  of  butter,  which  will  not  last  over  two 
months.  The  pork  sent  down  is  greatly  in  excess  of  the  beef;  I  shall 
therefore  not  he  able  to  take  all  of  it.  In  the  article  of  small  stores 
all  the  vessels  are  extremely  short.  The  gun})oats  have  been  without 
soap  since  January,  excepting  a  couple  of  boxes  furnished  to  each 
vessel  by  this  ship;  onlv  25  boxes  came  down  in  the  Tennessee^  which 
will  not  go  far  in  suppfying  our  wants. 

I  can  not  observe  that  the  enemy  has  commenced  the  erection  of  any 
new  batteries  recently,  but  those  in  the  course  of  erection  when  I 
arrived  on  this  station  are  rapidly  approaching  completion.  The 
battery  on  Fort  Point  is  being  casemated,  I  judge.  The  enemy 
appears  to  be  actively  employed  in  the  harbor,  obstructing  the  chan- 
nel by  driving  tiers  of  piles  across  it. 

There  are  several  steamers  in  and  about  the  harbor,  apparently  cot- 
ton clad.  Two  of  them  (one  of  which  is  fitted  as  a  ram)  lie  at  Pelican 
Point  at  night  and  occasionally  come  out  a  short  distance  toward  the 
bar  and  then  return. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

fl.  K.  M.  MULLANY, 

Commander  and  Stmlor  Officer  Prt^enU 

Commodore  Henry  W.  Morris, 

Senior  Naval  Officer  Prenent^  New  Orleans^  Lu, 


Order  of  Comfnander  Midlany^  U.  S.  Nai^-y^  to  Acting  Master  Chtlds. 
U,  S.  Navy  J  cofnmanding  U.  S,  IS,  TcnneHnef^,^  to  proceed  on  apecim 
duty  to  Pass  Cavallo. 

U.  S.  S.  BiEwnxE, 
Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  May  19,  1863. 

Sir:  Proceed  with  the  Tennct<s*e  under  your  command  to  the  block- 
ading station  oflf  Pass  Cavallo  or  I^avaca,"  coast  of  Texas,  where  you 
will  communicate  with  the  U.  S.  schooner  Rachel  Seainari,  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hooper,  commanding,  receive  on  board  your 
ship  two  of  her  men  that  won*  conKiomnoa  by  medical  survey,  and 
sucii  other  sick  men  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  surgeon  attached  to  the 
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'I'ennessve,  iiiaj  reouire  ho*ipital  treatment.     You  will  then  letuin  here 
u.^ticable  disimtiii. 
r'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  11.  M.  MULLANY, 

Vommander  aiid  Seniw  Officer  Presmt. 
Acting  Master  J.  D.  Childs, 

CommianAing  U.  S.  8.  Thmesaee,  of  Gal/oegfon,  Tex. 


Leti.*fr  from  the  SeereUmi  of  State  to  the  Secretary ^  the  Navy,  trtina 
viitting  lUifpatch  friim  the  U.  S.  inmuter  to  (freat  Britain. 
Department  of  State, 
Wmhingtm^  May  19, 1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of 
the  li*t  instant,  No.  403,  from  Mr.   Adams,  our  minister  to  Great 
Britain,  relative  to  preparations  in  Europe  for  smuggling  goods  into 
Texas  by  the  way  of  the  Bio  Grande. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WiLUAM  H.  Sewabd, 

[Secretary  of  State.] 
Hon.  (iiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enoloaare.j 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lojvlim,  May  1,  1863, 
Sir:  Id  the  House  of  Lords  last  evening,  Lord  Russell  is  reported  . 
as  announcing  that  the  Peterhoff  has  been  sent  into  the  prize  court. 
The  eflFect  of  thia  news  here  will  be  to  prolong  the  delay  in  reorganiz- 
ing the  scheme  of  smuggling  byway  of  the  Rio  Grande.  Seven  steam- 
ers are  now  awaiting  orders.  But  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  necessity  of  taking  advantage  of  it,  so  far  as  is  possi- 
ble, to  provide  in  season  against  the  resumption  or  operations  in  that 
quarter.  No  equally  subtile  and  dangerous  expedient  to  annul  the 
blockade  has  yet  been  devised.  The  plan  has  been  entered  into  very 
deeply  by  wealthy  and  influential  merchants  and  capitalists  in  this  city, 
and  it  haa  an  intimate  c-onnet^'tion  with  the  batie  of  the  Confederate 
loan.  The  interests  thus  consolidated  will  pres.H  with  great  force  on 
this  feeble  ministry,  if  the  smallest  opening  be  afforded  to  complain  of 
any  violation  of  a  neutral  trade.  I  know  not  whether  anything  short 
of  the  possession  of  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river  will  avail  to  defeat 
these  machinations. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Francis  Adahs. 
Hon.  W.  H,  Sewahd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingtwi,  D.  G. 


Report  of  Commodore  BelU  U.  S.  Nivy,  ret/ardtjig  the  departure  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  BrmMyii  ffn-  Galveston. 

U.  S,  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

South  We»t  /'rt**.  May  19.  1863. 
Sir:  The  Pr-h'ince  arrived  this  morning  with  my  suppliew,  and  I 
shall  start  for  Galveston  about  noon. 
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The  U.  S.  storeship  iS'w/y/y  arrived  this  inorninj;^,  twenty-threodays 
from  New  York,  with  stores  for  the  fleet. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Rear  Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

CoiiHhj.  Went  Gulf  Bloekadhuj  Squadron^  Mmi^itsipp!  Iiivei\ 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Farrdgut^  IL  S,  Navy^  to  Captain  Goldsbor- 
ough^  U,  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  sending  of  vessels  to  Ship  Islafid 
frr  repairs. 

New  Orleans,  May  W,  \1863\. 

Yours  of  the  18th  instant  lias  been  received.  You  will  send  one 
vessel  at  a  time  to  Ship  Island  for  repairs.  Mechanics  have  been 
recently  sent  over  there. 

The  Sam  Uoustony^'^  in  future  l>e  used  as  a  dispatch  vessel  between 
Pensacola,  Mobile,  Ship  Island,  and  New  Orleans  until  we  can  do  better. 
Very  respectfully, 

1).  (t.  Faruaout, 

Rear-  Adm  irah 
Captain  J.  R.  Goldsborougii, 

Coinm/mdiug  Moo  He  lih^chide. 


Order  of  Rear-Adviiral  Farrcgut^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Acting  Voluntee?^ 
Lieutenant  CnnikeT^  U.  S.  Navy^  commanding  U.  S.  S,  Clifton, 

U.  S.  Flagship,  New  Orleann^  May  :20^  1863, 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  ClifUm.  under  your  com- 
mand to  Ship  Island^  Miss.,  and  report  your  vessel  to  Lieutenant 
Commander  II.  A.  Adams  for  duty  in  Mississippi  Sound. 
Very  respectfully, 

I),  (j.  Fakkauut, 

Rear-Admii'aL 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Fred  Crocker, 

Com  moulding  L\  S.  S.  CI  [ft  on. 


Report  of  Captain   Walke^  U,  S.  Xavy^  of  intended  d^^arfurc  ffr  the 

mouth  of  Black  Ricer, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Lafayette, 
Of  Mouth  Red  River,  May  ^0,  16VJ, 

Dear  Commodore:  1  have  taken  all  the  coal  1  can  carry,  which  is 
five  days  (under  steam),  and  sent  the  remainder  to  the  Strltzrrland,  about 
300  bushels.  I  will  go  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  Black  River,  as  you 
mention,  with  the  Price,  although  I  can  not  remain  there  with  safet}'' 
without  coal  or  if  the  water  falls  to  an\'  extent.  1  want  a  pilot, 
although  Porter  thinks  not.  I  can  not  Ik?  expected  to  cooperate  with 
the  armv  under  Banks  while  I  am  at  the  mouth  of  Bhu'k  Riv(»r,  in 
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ol>edionco  to  Porlpi's  orders.     Bat  I  will  ilo  tin-  lie^it  1  liin  midfi 
circumstaQces  and  start  iiiimpdiat^?!}'. 

Vcrv  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  survunt, 

H.  Walke, 


Commodore  J.  S.  I'almeh, 


Capktin^  U.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from,  Commodore  I^diner,  U.  S.  Nuvy,  to  Acting  Jietrr- Admin 
J^ter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  yeneral  mattei's. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 
OffR,id  River,  May2l\  1863. 

My  Deak  Portkr:  The  proposed  attack  upon  tbe  fort  at  Harrison-  \ 
burg  K  now  ulmndoned,  if,  indeed,  it  was  ever  »erioualy  contemplated. 
t\iM  ha^  placed  Walke  in  a  quandary.  The  coals  towed  down  oy  the 
Albatrms  from  Grand  tJulf  only  amounted  to  3,500  bushels;  this  was 
divided  between  tbe  L/ifayetie  and  Piifshny,  the  Switzerland  taking 
about  a  hundred  bushels,  1  consequently  get  none  for  my  vessels. 
Fortunately  a  schooner  was  towed  up,  but  had  only  TO  toaf;  she  could 
carry  no  more  through  the  shoal  water  in  Grand  Lake;  this  was  but  a 
drop  in  the  bucket  for  um.     1  hope  you  will  be  able  to  send  some  down. 

I  do  not  know  what  to  make  of  this  army;  they  have  got  the  whole 
of  them  down  at  Simnicsport,  and  the  commanding  general  seemn  to  ' 
be  loitering  at  New  Orleans.  Tliey  inform  ine  that  they  wish  me  to 
muster  as  many  vessels  as  1  can  raise  and  go  below  and  transport 
them  over  to  tiayou  Sara,  and  this  I  intend  doing  if,  indeed,  they  do 
not  abandon  their  attack  upon  Port  Hudson,  which  is  possible  enough, 
though  we  learn  that  it  is  oct^upied  by  only  two  brigades  of  the  enemy. 
But  I  promised  Walke  to  write  you  of  his  dilemma.  He  started  to-day 
alone  to  go  up  as  far  as  where  the  Red  River  empties  into  the  Old 
River;  he  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  go  up  as  bign  as  the  Black,  as 
the  water  was  falling  and  coal  must  be  economized,  and  I  quite  agreed 
with  him  and  told  him  to  take  the  Switzerland  with  him,  though  1 
want  her  very  much  to  assist  in  the  transportation. 

The  JVice,  as  you  know,  came  down  with  ammunition  for  the  Liijiiy- 
ettf  and  Pii/«hurg  and  to  assist  in  the  attack  on  the  fort.     He  has  only 
coal  enough  to  take  him  back  to  you;  he  is  in  want  of  a  smokestack   ' 
and  not  prepared  to  stay,  and  both  Walke  and  myself  thought  it  best 
to  let  him  return  and  let  you  know  the  condition  of  affairs. 

The  Arizona  is  stilt  detained  at  Grand  Gulf,  whither  the  army  took 
the  liberty  of  sending  her  with  one  of  their  generals  to  confer  with 
General  Grant,  but,  as  we  learn  from  Acklin,  Grant  has  lieen  defeated 
by  Joe  .Johnston  and  driven  out  of  Jackson  and  the  ArizovcCs  general 
probably  captured. 

I  am  glad  you  have  had  a  little  luxury  and  rest  upon  the  BUtck  Hawk. 
I  should  Ite  content  if  1  could  get  these  fellows  to  operate  upon  Port 
Hudson  at  once,  but  it  requires  patience  when  one  has  to  do  with  a 
militia  army.  I  had  a  letter  from  Farragut  this  morning;  no  news, 
hut  favors  uie  with  a  long  commentary  on  Banks'  and  Grant's  army, 
what  they  ought  to  do,  etc."  wishes  me  to  remain  alwve  and  render 
tbeni  e\'ery  assistance. 


I 

I 

J 
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The  Plttshnrg  and  Alhatross  are  at  Bayoii  Sara.  I  want  fHttshvrff 
very  much  tf)  aid  the  disembarkation;  as  soon  as  I  tan  i^issibly  spare 
her  I  will  send  her  up  to  Walke.  I  shall  go  down  in  a  day  or  two 
myself. 

I  told  Walke  1  should  write  you  of  the  stniits  he  is  in;  you  had 
better  send  him  directions  what  you  want  him  to  do  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  send  down  by  the  Price  a  refugee  family  l)y  the  name  of  Briggs, 
to  whom  we  all  feel  under  great  o])ligations,  as  they,  at  the  risk  of  their 
own  lives,  protected  and  supported  the  men  who  est'uped  from  the 
Oki4>imoftneWeHt,  The  Switzerland  brought  them  down  here  when 
she  left  the  Black  Kiver. 

1  hope  every  aid  and  comfort  will  be  afforded  them  in  getting  to 
their  friends  in  Illinois.  There  are  also  to  go  up  two  invalids  to  the 
hospital  belonging  to  Ellet's  brigade. 

Tne  captain  of  the  Price  will  inform  you  how  ne(*.essary  it  is  to  have 
a  vessel  stationed  at  Natchez.     We  are  all  anxious  here  to  learn  the 
truth  about  Grant  and  Vicks})urg.     Pray  send  us  word  when  possible. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

James  S.  Palmer. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nairy  to  Rear- Admiral  Farraffnt^ 
U,  S,  Navy^  regardhuj  Confederate  operati<t7iH  ai  Rrazon  Santiago, 

Navy  Department,  May  21^  1863. 

Sir:  The  U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras,  in  a  dispatch  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  dated  the  15th  ultimo,  states  that  the  port  of  Brazos  Santi- 
ago has  been  made  a  rendezvous  for  the  Texas  navy,  and  that  a  priva- 
t^r  schooner  sailed  from  there  on  the  13th  of  that  month.  He  further 
savs  that  the  insurgents  are  busily  engaged  in  fitting  out  two  other 
scnooners. 

The  Department  calls  your  attention  to  the  condition  of  affairs  at 
Brazos  Santiago  and  earnestly  impresses  upon  you  the  importance  of 
promptly  arresting  any  atteumts  that  the  rel)els  may  be  making  to 
send  out  armed  vessels  from  Texas  to  prey  upon  our  commerce. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

(tidkon  Welles, 

Secrdary  of  the  Navy, 
Roar- Admiral  D.  (1.  Faruagut, 

New  Orleiffis, 


(h'der  of  Commodm^e  Bcll^  U,  S.  Navy^  to  the  commanding  ojfi(r?*n  of 
vessels  regarding  the  firing  across  the  hirws  of  vt'st<ds, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Buooklyx, 

Off  Oahvston,  May  2],  1863. 

Sir:  Complaint  having  l)een  made  to  the  OovcM-nmentof  the  United 
States  of  discouitesy  in  sundry  instances  by  our  commanders  in  firing 
a  shot  across  the  bows  of  the  vessels,  instead  of  a  blank  cartridge,  it 
has  been  stated,  in  reply,  that  apparent  discourtesy  was  doubtless  in 
consequence  of  the  great  vigilance  of  our  officers  in  having  all  their 
guns  sliotted  while  on  belligerent  duty  and  from  no  want  of  comity; 
but  in  order  to  preserve  friendly  feelings,  it  is  suggested  that  it  would 
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be  well,  as  a  rule,  to  have  one  small  gun  loaded  with  blank  cartridge, 
to  be  used  by  day  as  a  preparatory  signal  of  warning,  in  accordance 
with  the  usage  of  the  sea  service.  A  vessel  approaching  the  blockade 
at  night  without  making  the  usual  signals  is  not  entitlea  to  any  of  the 
courtesies  of  the  sea. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

CominodoTe, 

The  foregoing  was  sent  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  BienviUe^ 
Itasca^  Sciota^  ICatahdin^  Owasco^  Cayuga^  and  Machel  Seamcm, 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Farraqut^  V,  S.  Na/i>y^  to  Captain  Oolda- 
borough^  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  additional  vessels  jor  his  com- 
mand. 

New  Orleans,  May  £1, 1863. 

Captain:  I  have  written  to  Judge  Marvin  to  appraise  and  send  to 
me  the  Eugenie  for  your  use,  but  in  the  meantime  I  will  direct  that 
the  Sam  Mouston  be  kept  running  back  and  forth  all  the  time  between 
Pensacola,  Ship  Island,  and  Pass  fl  POutre.  I  will  send  the  steamer 
Antona  as  soon  as  we  get  through  with  our  work  in  the  river. 

As  soon  as  the  Tennessee  returns  from  Galveston  1  will  have  her 
fitted  up  for  my  accommodation  as  a  flagboat  to  run  around  in  without 
incommoding  the  commanders  of  the  diflferent  vessels.  We  hope  to 
finish  our  river  work  in  a  few  days,  say  a  week,  but  there  is  great 
difficulty  in  procuring  transportation  for  the  troops. 

I  was  highly  gratified  at  the  conduct  of  Master's  Mate  Dyer  and 
have  sent  liim  an  acting  ensigncy.  I  would  like  very  much  to  do 
something  for  the  paymaster's  steward  and  ordinary  seaman  mentioned 
by  him  as  hp  ving  behaved  so  well.  Send  me  word  when  there  is  any 
vacancy  1  can  consistently^  appoint  them  to  fill.  It  is  a  bright  spot 
when  1  can  promote  for  gallantry;  my  constant  distress  is  to  punish 
officers  for  leaving  their  vessels  and  misbehaving  in  the  presence  of 
the  enemy.  I  know  as  well  as  anyone  that  we  are  all  liable  to  be 
overpowered  and  conciuered,  but  pusillanimity  does  not  belong  to  the 
American  Navy,  and  it  will  be  punished  by  me  always  to  the  extent 
of  my  ability'.  1  trust  I  have  heard  the  last  of  it  in  this  squadron. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral, 

Captain  rJ.  K.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  MoVde  Blockade, 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Far  rag  nt^  U,  S,  Navy^  to  Captain  Golds- 
horough^  TL  S.  Nairy^  rtf ending  to  expected  attack  upon  Port 
Hudson, 

New  Orleans,  May  9A,,  1863. 

I  am  much  gratified  to  tind  that  you  aie  adding  to  the  successes  of 
the  da}"  by  the  number  of  captures  recently  made.  It  is  much  more 
gratifying  to  me,  as  I  am  constantly  in  receipt  of  letters  from  Havana 
announcing  arrivals  there  of  ve^ssels  from  Mx)bile  and  its  vicinity,  and 
it  will  be  even  more  satisfactory  to  the  Department  than  to  me,  for  the 
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reason  that  this  is  the  only  way  they  can  judge  of  your  vigilance^  while 
I  know  that  your  service  is  one  of  great  anxiety,  and  irksome,  with  but 
little  compensation  save  the  pleasure  of  knowing  that  you  are  doine 
your  dutv  toward  your  country.  I  know  vour  officers  would  be  glaS 
to  be  witli  me  in  the  river,  and  gladly  would  I  bring  them  here  to  my 
assistance  were  it  not  indispensable  to  have  them  on  the  blockade. 

1  feel  as  if  I  was  about  to  make  the  last  blow  at  them  I  shall 
for  some  time  to  come.  The  fall  of  Port  Hudson  will  place  Admiral 
Porter  in  command  of  the  river,  and  I  shall  then  ioin  my  fleet  outside, 
and  trust  I  shall  call  on  my  officers  outside  for  their  exertions  in  the 
reduction  of  the  last  two  places? — Mobile  and  Galveston. 

Everything  appears  to  prosper  now.  Lee  and  Bragg  are  retreating 
from  before  Halleck  ana  Rosecrans,  and  we  are  moving  upon  Port 
Hudson  from  above  and  below. 

1  have  ordered  the  Clifton  round  to  Ship  Island  for  duty  in  the 
[Mississippi]  Sound  to  assist  ih^Jarkwn, 

You  must  keep  a  lookout  upon  the  movements  of  Buchanan  against 
Ship  Island,  and  bag  him  if  he  gets  out;  do  not  let  him  get  back  into 
the  bay  fMol)ile]. 

In  a  few  days  I  hope  to  be  able  to  send  a  veasel  or  two  to  your 
assistance — that  is,  if  we  are  successful  at  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson, 
Very  respectfully, 

[D.  G.  Farragut], 

Rear- Admiral. 

Captain  .1.  R.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  U,  S.  Stemn  Frigate  Coliyrado. 


Siege  of  Part  IIudHon*  May  21  U)  July  .9,  1863. 
Seport  of  Sear-Admirml  Farragnt,  U.  B.  Kavy,  regarding  the  opening  of  operation!. 

No.  02.]  Flagship  Pensacola, 

New  Orleam,  May  W,  1863. 

Sir:  We  are  again  about  to  attack  Port  Hudson.  General  Banks, 
supported  by  the  Hartford  and  Alhatrof<s  and  some  of  the  small  eun- 
boats,  will  attack  from  above,  landing  probably  at  Bayou  Sara,  while 
General  Augur  will  march  up  from  Baton  Rouge  and  attack  the  place 
from  below.     The  fleet  will  also  l)ombard  from  below. 

I  have  just  returned  from  a  visit  to  Captain  Alden's  command,  below 
Port  Hudson,  but  reached  this  city  too  late  to  see  General  Banks.  I, 
however,  met  General  Augur,  who  was  on  his  way  up  to  Baton  Rouge 
to  make  the  necessary  prepirations  for  the  attack. 

I  hope  the  ironclads  will  soon  finish  their  work  at  Charleston  and 
join  the  squadron,  as  I  am  anxious  to  get  out  of  the  river  and  go  to 
work  outside,  and  my  vessels  are  prett}'  well  used  up,  but  they^  must 
work  as  long  as  they  can. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rea7*-Ad7ftiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tin:  Xavy, 

*  Fur  reporte  of  Anny  operatione,  eeo  Army  War  Rtn^rcls,  Series  J,  Volumefl  V, 
XV,  XXII,  XXIV,  XXVI,  LIl,  UIl;  Series  11,  Volumes  VI  and  VII;  Series  IV, 
Volume  II. 


WEST   GULF   BLOCKADING   SQUADRON.  207 

Order  of  Sear-Admiral  Farragut,  V.  B.  Havy,  to  Captain  Alden,  U.  B.  Kavy,  regarding 

plana. 

U.  S.  Flagship, 
New  Orleans,  May  W,  1863. 

Tell  Commodore  Palmer  General  Banks  will  not  go  uj)  the  river, 
but  will  meet  him  at  the  old  anchorage  to  carry  out  the  original  plan. 
Very  respectfully, 

[D.  G.  Farragut], 

Hear- Admiral. 
Captain  Jas.  Alden^ 

Cominanding  if.  S.  Naval  Farces  below  Port  Hudson, 


Order  of  Sear-Admiral  Farragut,  V.  B.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Palmer,  V.  B.  Kavy,  regarding 

▼Off  elf  required  at  Brat  hear  City. 

New  Orleans,  May  20, 1863. 

As  soon  as  the  Estrella,  Arizona,  and  Sachem  can  be  spared  you 
will  direct  them  to  proceed  to  Brashear  City,  as  their  services  arc  much 
required  in  the  lake. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral. 

Commodore  James  S.  Palmer, 

Co7nmxindi/ng  U.  S.  Naval  Firrce  above  Port  Hudson. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  B.  Kavy,  forwarding  information  reeeiyed  from  a 

deserter  from  Port  Hudson. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 
Off  Rid  River,  May  M,  1863. 

General:  I  enclose  you  the  following  exti*acts  taken  from  a  letter 
I  received  from  the  comnumding  naval  officer  at  Bayou  Sara  this 
morning: 

Picked  up  two  deserters  from  Port  Hudson  that  have  been  hidden  in  a  swamp  for 
several  days,  waiting  for  one  of  our  vessels  to  come  down.  They  say  that  there  may 
be  about  2,5(X)  or  3,000  in  Port  Hudson,  and  many  more  beyond  the  place,  but  they 
do  not  know  the  force.  Say  that  the  batteries  are  well  manned,  ana  the  guns  still 
there;  heard  of  no  intended  evacuation  when  thev  left.  *  *  *  The  cavalry  sur- 
prised everybody  along  the  river  banks.  The  officer  in  command  did  not  stop  to 
communicate.  I,  however,  stopped  one  of  his  oflBcers,  and  learned  that  they  were 
going  to  Waterloo.  Went  down  with  AlbiitrosSy  and  met  them  returning  from  the 
spot  where  our  mails  went  across  to  the  lower  fleet.  They  brought  back  2  killed  and 
1  wounded,  and  as  they  had  no  medical  officer,  I  took  him  on  board.  Had  they  told 
me  where  they  were  going,  I  could  have  saved  them  their  loss,  for  I  visited  those 
woods  and  burned  dwellings  only  the  evening  before,  and  heard  that  there  was  a 
force  of  cavalry  and  infantry  opposite  Port  Hudson.  I  could  have  shelled  them  when 
drawn  out  by  our  cavalry.  The  number  of  men  on  both  sides  were  the  same. 
Anchored  at  vVaterloo,  and  remained  by  the  cavalry  all  night.  *  *  *  From  Bayou 
Sara  we  still  hear  that  Port  Hudson  has  but  a  very  small  force — a  brigade  and  a  half. 

J.  S.  Palmer, 

{ ^nmrnodore. 
General  IUnks. 
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Letter  from  Commodore  Palmer,  V.  B.  Havy,  to  Captain  Walke,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  tke 

return  of  the  V.  B.  B.  Pittabnrg. 

IT.  S.  S.  Hartford, 
Bayou  Sara,  May  23,  1863. 

My  Dear  Captain:  I  send  you  back  the  Pittsburg,  though  I  (or 
rather  the  army)  can  ill  afford  to  lose  her,  but  I  think  it  necessary  you 
should  have  more  force  where  you  are.  I  am  in  hopes  that  Forter 
will  send  you  down  coal,  as  the  Pittsburg  has  much  less  than  I  sup- 
posed. I  have  sent  the  Estrella  to  the  Atchafalaya  for  the  protection 
of  such  transports  as  may  have  yet  to  go  down. 
The  captain  of  the  Pittsburg  will  give  you  all  the  news. 
In  haste,  yours,  very  truly, 

Jas.  8.  Palmer. 
Captain  H.  Walke, 

Commandi/ng  U.  S.  S.  Lafaydte, 


[Signal.] 


U.  8.  S.  Hartford, 
Near  P(yrt  Hvdnim,  May  2^ — 10:30  a.  rn. 

I  have  nothing  from  General  Banks  since  ^^esterday  morning,  when 
he  had  joined  Augur  at  Newport,  [La.]. 

Palmer, 

Comviodore. 
Admiral  Farraout. 


[SlKiial.] 

May  24,  [1863]. 

Hold  on  and  watch  events  and  be  ready  to  take  advantage  of  them. 

D.  G.  Farraout. 
Commodore  Palmer. 


[HiffiiHl.] 

May  L>4,  [1SG3]. 

I  have  now  in  the  Mississippi  the  Alhatross,  Arizona^  and  Sachem^ 
the  two  latter  at  Bayou  8ara.  1  have  the  Estrella  on  the  Atchafalaya. 
The  PittsJmrg  I  sent  vesterday  to  report  to  Captain  Walke  to  assist 
in  blockade  of  Red  River.  General  Grant  has  been  everywhere  suc- 
cessful. We  hope  Vicksburj?  by  this  time  has  fallen.  I  have  received 
about  120  tons  of  coal  for  an  of  us.  Hope  to  get  KM)  more  from  the 
army.     I  have  sent  over  an  oflScer  with  a  communication  for  you. 

J.  8.  Palmer, 

Commodore. 

Admiral  Farraout. 


May  l>4,  18<;8. 

General  I^nks  wishes  to  inform  you  that  our  forces  arc  in  possession 
of  the  point  opposite  Port  Hudson.     Our  troops  are  somewhat  above 
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and  retired,  but  they  command  the  point.  They  captured  a  signal 
officer  and  6  men  last  night.  I  am  a  mile  from  the  fortifications. 
Grover  is  on  his  way  to  the  same.     Sherman  is  close  at  hand. 

C.  C.  Augur, 

Major-  (teneral. 
Admiral  Farragut. 


[Signal.] 

May  25. 

General  Banks  requests  me  to  shell  the  west  side  of  Thompson's 
Creek  at  midnight,  to  prevent  an^*^  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  escape 
over  that  side.     You  can  undei*stand  the  firing. 

Palmer, 

Commodore. 
Admiral  Farragut. 


Letter  firom  Colonel  Irwin,  U.  B.  Army,  to  Sear-Admirml  Farragut,  V.  8.  Havy,  regarding 

the  petition  of  troopi. 

Headquarters,  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Riley^s^  before  Port  Hudson^  May  ^5, 1863 — Noon. 

Admiral:  The  commanding  general  is  at  the  front. 

I  Will  forward  your  dispatch  to  him  immediately. 

Meanwhile  I  take  the  liberty  of  stating  our  position  early  this 
morning. 

Sherman  on  the  left,  in  advance  of  the  enemy's  first  line  of  rifle  pits, 
having  his  pickets  at  the  front  edge  of  a  skirt  of  woods,  separated 
fi*om  the  enemv's  main  line  of  works  by  an  open  plain.  His  position 
is  in  front  of  the  schoolhouse. 

Augur  next,  on  the  road  from  the  Plains  [Store]  to  Port  Hudson, 
and  well  advanced. 

Grover  on  the  Jackson  road,  holding  the  front  edge  of  a  wood  which 
is  within  from  250  to  400  3^ards  of  the  apparent  center  of  the  works 
and  in  plain  sight  and  ea«y  range  of  them. 

Weitzel,  with  his  own  brigade,  Dwight's,  and  Paine's  (Emory's) 
division,  reduced  to  about  a  brigade,  on  the  right,  near  where  thetele- 
eraph  road  from  Port  Hudson  to  Bayou  Sara  crosses  the  Big  Sandy 
Creek. 

This  morning  everybody  except  Grover  has  closed  up,  and  Grover 
can  not  close  up  without  teking  the  works  in  front  of  hun. 

Thus  the  place  is  completely  invested. 

I  understand  that  it  is  commanding  general's  intention  to  make  the 
decisive  attack  to-morrow  morning.  But  upon  this  point  I  do  not 
irpeak  oflicially  or  decidedly,  as  everything,  of  course,  depends  upon 
circumstances,  which  an  hour  might  totally  change. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Richard  B.  Irwin, 
AHi^utant  Adjutant' GeneraL 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Flagship  Hartford. 

N    W   K— VOL  20 14 
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Letter  from  Major-Oeneral  Banks,  V.  B.  Army,  to  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  B.  Navy,  regmrd- 

ixLg  the  olofing  in  of  troops. 

Hi)gus.  Deft,  of  thk  (Julf,  Ninktkenth  Army  Coki's, 

liihf/H^  h[fore  Port  llufhon,  JA///  ;:^/T,  IS63~^H:30  a.  in. 

Commodore:  Having  abandoned  the  AR'liafalaya  and  ordered  the 
evacuation  of  Butto-ti-Ki-Rose,  the  commanding  general  directs  me  to 
inform  you  that  he  will  no  longer  need  ih^K^trdla  at  the  Courtableau 
Junction.  He  respectfully  requests  that  you  will  order  her  and  another 
gunlx)at,  if  possible,  to  hold  and  observe  closely' the  head  of  the  Atcha- 
lalaya  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  attempting  to  cross  near  Simmes- 
port.  We  can  furnish  you  a  detachment  of  sharpshooters  for  service 
on  the  boats  if  yoii  desire  it.  If  you  send  a  gunboat  down  to  order  up 
the  EstrelUi^  please  send  word  to  the  commander  at  Butte-S-la-Rose 
that  no  more  transports  are  to  bo  permitted  to  pass  up. 

Our  lines  closed  in  upon  Port  Hudson  yesterda3\  We  occupy  the 
enemy's  advanced  rifle  pits  on  our  left,  and  on  the  center  are  within 
musket  rnnge  and  in  plain  view  of  the  work  at  the  crossing  of  the 
•Jackson  road.     Kverytning  looks  favoi>il)le. 

We  are  in  ejisy  communication  with  Baton  Rouge  and  by  telegraph 
and  signals  from  our  left  to  the  admiral,  who,  as  I  ju'esume  you  are 
informed,  has  his  flag  on  the  Monontjohda,  I  shall  be  happy  to  send 
anvthing  for  vou  to  New  Orleans. 

have  the  honor  to  be,  commodon?,  very  respec^tfully,  your  obedient 
seiTant, 

IllK^ri)  H.  Irwin,J 
AiiHlHtan t  Ailj ntan t-  General. 

Commodore  J.  S.  Palmkk, 

Coiininuidliuj^  etc.  Flo{t^hlj*  Uartfnrd, 


Letter  from  Major-Oeneral  Banks,  IT.  8.  Army,  to  Commodore  Palmer,  IT.  8.  Navy,  wmiwy 

a  point  of  attack  for  the  gunboats. 

HiKjHs.  Deit.  of  thk  (tui.k.  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

RHeijM^  ht'fore  Part  Hmhon,,  May  2o^  JSfJJ  - 1  j).  m. 

It  is  important  that  the  gunboats  should  shell  th(»  point  of  land 
Ix^tween  Thompson's  (-reek  and  the  Mississippi  from  a  position  a  little 
alx)ve  the  turn  of  the  river  at  midnight  precisely.  If  the  enemy 
attempts  an  escajKi,  it  will  be  across  Thompson's  ('reek,  between  the 
creek  and  Fancv  Point.  This  will  proliably  occur,  if  at  all,  to-night. 
Grierson's  cavafry  is  over  the  crest  of  Thompson's  (^re(»k.  You  will 
take  the  range  of  Port  Hudson,  (covering  Fancy  Point  aliout  on  the 
line  marked  on  the  enclosed  sket<*h*  from  the  position  marked  on  the 
river,  thus: 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
J/if/f/r-  (irnrrtit^  (  oiinnnnd!n(j. 

Commodore  James  S.  Palmer, 

r.  \.  X.  Ilartfnnl, 


*Sketfli  not  found. 
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LetWr  from  Hajor-Oeneral  Banki,  U.  8.  Auay,  M  Be>r-Admirftl  Farragnt,  V.  B.  Suvj, 


HtxjKs.  Deit.  of  the  Gui-F,  Nineteenth  Army  Cori's, 
Jiitcy\  h'fore  Port  Jtadmn,  May  26,  1863—1  a 

Aumihal:  Colonel  Irwin  informed  jou  of  our  position  e&rly  this 
morning.  To-day  we  coiiceiiti^ated  Paine'a  (Emor}''s)  division,  reduced 
to  about  u  brigade,  and  the  brigades  of  Weitzei  and  Dwight,  all  under 
Cieneral  Weitzel's  oonimand,  on  the  right,  turned  the  Dead  of  Big 
Sandy  Creek,  and  pushed  through  the  woods  on  that  part  of  the  line 
up  to  the  abatis  which  continues  the  enemy's  lino  of  defcm^e  toward 
his  left. 

During  the  afternoon  he  made  quito  a  determined  attack  on  our 
right.  For  a  »hort  time  the  action  was  brisk,  but  the  enemy  was 
soon  driven  back  in  conMtderablo  confusion,  and  at  dark  we  held  the 
ground  I  have  indicated  on  our  right,  and  on  the  rest  of  the  line  the 
same  general  position  indicated  in  Colonel  Irwin's  dispatch. 

Colonel  Prince,  with  the  .Seventh  Illiuoi^  Cavalry  and  a  section  of 
the  Fii^wt  lllinoiH  Battery,  was  sent  down  and  ai.ross  Thumpson's  Creek 


I 


I 


to  destroy  the  enemy's  means  of  transportation,  with  the  view  of  frua- 
trating  the  probable  attempt  to  escape  at  this  point.  Colonel  Prince 
took  the  large  sti^aniors  Starliijlit  and  Bed  Chief  anA  a  small  flat,  being 


the  only  means  of  transportation  on  the  creek,  and.  finding  the  south 
bank  overflowed  and  flie  steamers  in  good  order,  very  properly 
decided  to  hold  tlie  )}oat»,  instead  of  burning  them,  and  only  to  destroy 
them  in  the  last  resort.  4 

We  are  now  eveiywhere  close  upon  the  works.  To-day  our  aitil-  I 
lery  will  he  placed  in  position.  Wc  shall  hring  about  ninety  guns  to  " 
near  upon  the  enemy.  We  shall  replenish  exhau-Hted  ammunition, 
bring  up  that  which' we  need  for  the  work  before  us,  and  prepare 
everything  for  the  tussault.  At  daylight  to-morrow  (27th),  unless 
something  unexpected  occurs.  I  shall  order  the  works  to  be  carried 
by  assault. 

Please  let  the  mortars  destroy  the  enemy's  rest  at  night.     I  will  try 
to  communicate   with   yon   and   Comraoaore   Palmer  frequently  by   ( 
signals. 

I  have  the  honor  to  l)e,  vcrv  rcspcctf  nil  v.  your  obedient  sen'ant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Miiji'i- (rtiural,  OamrnaiMlinff. 

Admiral  D.  G.  Fauhauut. 

Ci/mniandiriy,  etc.,  J^lar/«/iij'  Moinmyiihtia. 


TiCtter  from  Hajor-Oenecal  Banka,  U,  S.  Arm;,  to  Baar-Admiral   PBrragDl.  U.  3.  Navy, 
regarding  tbs  asianlt. 

Hdqrs.  Deit.  of  the  Golf,  Ninetkenth  Army  Coeps, 

R;i>y\  h,-f.f,-e  Pnrt  Ihidmn,  May  36,  1S63— Midnight. 
Sra:  I  have  ordered  the  light  artillery  to  open  fire  on  the  enemy's  ] 
works  at  daybreak  to-morrow  morning  and  the  heavy  batteries  ci 
centrated  on  the  left  center  to  open  at  6  a.  ni. 

The  division  commanders  will  disjjose  their  infimtry  mo  as  to  seize  1 
any  advantage  and  carry  the  works  at  the  earliest  moment.     They  v  "' 
be  taken  during  the  day. 
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Your  fire  should  cease  as  soon  as  you  observe  our  artillery  cease  its 
fire,  which  will  probably  be  about  10  o'clock,  though  the  time  is  of 
course  dependent  on  circumstances. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  communicate  the  contents 
of  this  by  signals  to  Commodore  Palmer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  oljedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major-  Gent  ml ^  Coimrumding. 

Admiral  D.  G.  Fabragut, 

Conunanding^  etc, ,  Fl<ujHhip  Monf/tujaheUi. 


Letter  from  Sear-Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  8.  Kavy,  to  Major-Oeneral  Banks,  V.  B.  Army, 

giving  asf  nranoe  of  cooperation. 

Fl^GSHIP   MONONGAHELA, 

Bdaw  P(yrt  Hud4$(m,  May  26,  1863. 

Dkar  General:  Your  dispatch  of  this  morning  is  duly  received, 
I  am  glad  to  find  that  all  is  going  on  as  well  as  you  desire.  I  shall 
continue  to  harass  the  enemy  occasionally  day  and  night.     He  was 

Fretty  well  exercised  last  night  both  by  the  Hartford  and  the  mortars, 
am  trving  to  get  the  range  on  the  upper  battery  now.  We  have 
moved  the  mortar  boats  up  naif  a  mile  nearer,  and  the  ships  will  be 
ready  to  open  the  moment  you  give  us  notice,  or  we  judge  you  to  be 
makmg  the  grand  artillery  attack.  It  seems  to  me  that  you  have  only 
to  make  the  assault  and  they  must  fall.  We  will  aid  you  all  we  can, 
but  I  am  so  anxious  about  the  troops  that  I  fear  I  will  not  do  as  much 
as  I  might  if  I  knew  exactly  where  they  were;  but  I  will  not  hurt 
your  men,  as  that  is  my  whole  study. 

The  enemy  have  not  replied  to  our  fire  this  morning.  1  am  glad 
your  officer  did  not  burn  the  steamers;  they  can  l>e  brought  out  easily 
at  any  time. 

I  shall  bo  on  the  watch  to  aid  you  whenever  I  c^n,  and  with  my 
sincere  wishes  for  your  success,  1  remain, 
Very  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Fabragut, 

Hear- Admiral. 

Major-General  Banks, 

Gominandiny  DejHirtiiwnt  of  the  Gulf. 


May  27,  [1863]— 6:15  a.  m. 

The  light  artillery  opens  at  daylight,  the  he^vy  at  6  a.  m.     Port 
Hudson  will  be  ours  to-day.     The  ships  will  cease  firing  when   the 

artillery  ceases. 

Banks, 

General. 
Commodore  Pat.mkr. 
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[Sijfiial.] 

May  27—12:15  p.  m. 

All  is  going  well  with  the  army.     They  push  the  rebels  hard  on  the 
right.     Do  not  lire  again. 

Alden, 
Captain, 
Commodore  Palmer. 


Letter  from  Sear-Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Mi^or-General  Banks,  U.  B.  Army, 

regarding  continned  operation!. 

Flagship  Monongahela, 
Below  Port  Hudson,  May  «7, 186S. 

Dear  General:  I  heard  your  firing  last  evening  and  fear  vou  have 
sustained  some  losses,  but  feel  assured  that  the  enemy  must  have  suf- 
fered much  more.  Trust  that  you  will  be  able  to  carry  out  your 
designs  of  to-day  with  ease.  I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  aid  you 
more,  but  I  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  on  them  during  the  ni^ht  and  will 
open  upon  them  again  with  you  and  cease  with  your  artillery.  Such 
have  been  my  orders  heretofore. 

Wishing  you  all  success,  I  remain,  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Cowdij,  Department  oftlie  Gulf,  hefm^e  Port  Hudson, 


Letter  from  Major-Oeneral  Banks,  V.  B.  Army,  to  Bear-Admiral  Fttrragnt,  V.  8.  Havy, 

regarding  a  general  attack. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Before  Port  Hudion,  May  28,  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  1  have  received  your  several  letters.  We  made  a  gen- 
eral attack  upon  the  works  yesterday,  at  2:15  o'clock,  advancing  up 
to  the  breastworks  on  all  sides,  and  many  of  our  men  were  upon  the 
parapets;  but  tlie  enemy  was  too  strong  m  numbers  and  the  works 
too  formidable  to  admit  our  full  success,  and  we  hold  this  position  at 
this  time.  On  the  right,  the  opposing  forces  are  separated  only  by  a 
few  feet,  and  no  man  on  either  side  can  show  himself  without  being 
shot.  On  the  left  the  main  force  has  fallen  back,  but  the  position  is 
held  by  skirmishers,  as  yesterday.  We  shall  hold  on  to-day,  and 
make  careful  examinations  with  reference  to  future  operations.  It  is 
the  strongest  position  there  is  in  the  United  States,  and  the  enemy  is 
in  stronger  force  than  we  have  supposed.  I  can  increase  my  force 
some  5,000  in  three  days,  and  it  is  not  impossible  that  Grant  may 
send  us  assistance.  We  may  reasona])ly  expect  it  if  he  is  fortunate. 
Our  men  fought  with  the  utmost  possible  bravery,  but  I  regret  to  say 
our  losses  have  been  very  severe  indeed.  A  large  number  of  officers 
have  been  killed  and  wounded.  I  have  asked  for  a  suspension  of 
hostilities  until  2  o'clock,  that  the  dead  and  wounded  may  be  brought 


ill.  Thej'  arc  witbin  our  lines,  but  i-ari  not  t«?  removed  witbout  \mi^ 
fired  upon,  as  they  are  mainly  in  the  immediate  vicinitv  of  the  fort 
tications. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  admiral,  very  resi)eL-tfully,  your  olx-dtenfel 
servant, 

N.  P.  Hanks, 
M'ij<'r-  /ie-Hfitif  fmnvuimlhtg. 
A'lniii'!!!  I>.  (i.  KAKitAtiitT. 


I.  IIa*ri| 

Hdqrs,  Dept.  of  the  (iuLF,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Hifore  Port  Tludmn,  May  m^  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  We  mean  to  harass  the  enemy  nigbt  and  day  and  to  give! 
him  no  real.  1  desire  to  establisli  a  system  of  si^ala  with  you,  ni^ht 
and  day,  by  which  we  can  make  instant  communication.  This  can  be 
done  by  mean.'?  of  rockets  at  night  and  with  a  signal  flag,  which  I 
think  we  can  ai'complish  in  the  day.  I  shall  want  you  to  shell  the 
town  at  night  unceasingly.  I  think  if  you  can  get  the  i-ange  of  the 
center  of  the  town,  and  then  drop  the  shelU  on  the  right  and  left,  front 
and  rear,  for  the  space  of  half  a  mile  from  the  town,  that  it  will  harass 
the  enemy  without  injury  to  u.s.  A  trial  of  the  experiment  can  !« 
made,  so  that  you  can  have  immediate  notice  of  its  effect,  and  may  extend  ■ 
your  operations  in  the  direction  where  it  may  be  possible  without  | 
mjury.  I  will  communicate  to-day  upon  the  subject  of  signals.  Ad 
examination  of  the  works  when  we  reached  them  show  them  to  be 
very  formidable,  and  the  country  in  which  they  are  placed  '\»  a  perfect 
labyrinth.  One  is  unable  to  comprehend  the  lay  of  tne  land  even  after 
having  traveled  through  it.  Itannes,  woods,  and  obstructions  of 
every  sort  disconcert  the  movements  of  troops  and  break  up  the  lines. 
A  portion  of  these  difficulties  will  disappear  as  we  get  aequainted 
with  the  ground,  but  at  first  encounter  tney  are  very  formidable.  I 
want  you  to  send  to  me  5(X)  hand  grenades.  Let  them  be  accompanied, 
if  you  please,  by  an  officer  who  can  explain  to  our  men  their  proper 
management.  I  desire,  if  possible,  that  some  means  may  be  devised 
by  which  the  steamers  may  be  brought  out  of  Thompson's  Ci^eek.  If 
you  can  suggest  anything  upon  this  subject  1  should  like  it.  I  did  J 
not  receive  your  letter  of  the  20th  until  last  night,  but  ino.st  of  theJ 
suggestions  contained  therein  had  been  complied  with.  r 

I  nave  the  honor  to  be,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  ol)edientl 
servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Mnjni'-Oena'al,  Cum-viandin 

Admiral  D.  (i.  Fahsaqut. 


U.  S.  l-'iAoamr  Mononoahela,  Miti/-2s,  lS6-'i. 
Dear  (tf.nehai,:  1  deeply  sympathizo  with  vou  in  youi'  losses  and  I 
failures  to  carry  the  works  of  the  enemy.      I  know  nothing  of  t'" 
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armiigements  of  their  works,  and  consequently  have  no  judgment  in 
the  case.  When  I  saw  (ienenil  Weitzel  open  his  batteries  on  the 
extreme  right,  I  thought  we  were  all  right;  but  when  the  forts  silenced 
his  fire,  I  feared  again  that  all  was  lost,  and  that  he  had  retired. 

In  their  exultation  this  morning  they  opened  upon  us;  we  returned 
their  fire,  and  continued  to  shell  them  until  we  silenced  their  guns.  1 
now  feel  anxious  to  know  what  will  be  your  next  move' in  the  case,  so 
as  to  know  how  to  cooperate  with  you. 

I  sent  General  Sherman  and  some  of  the  wounded  down  to  New 
Orleans  last  night  in  our  tug,  and  have  this  morning  sent  three  med- 
ical oflicers  down  to  Springfield  I^anding  to  assist  ^our  surgeons,  and  I 
only  desire  to  know  in  what  other  way  1  may  assist  you. 

when  you  have  made  up  your  mind  as  to  your  next  move,  please 
let  me  know,  that  I  may  govern  myself  accordingly. 

In  the  meantime,  I  remain,  very  sincerely,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Adiniral. 

Major-Geneml  N.  P.  Banks, 


Letter  Arom  Sear-Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  B.  Kavy,  to  Migor-General  Banka,  V.  B.  Army, 

regarding  continued  operations. 

Flagship  Monongahela,  May  29j  1863—10:30 p.  m. 

Dear  General:  Lieutenant  Harwood  delivered  your  dispatch  at 
this  moment;  hence  you  see  it  was  too  late  for  any  of  the  purposes  of 
which  you  speak,  except  the  firing  during  the  night,  which  we  com- 
mence every  night  from  10  to  12,  and  shell  all  night.  We  shelled  all 
the  afternoon,  but  we  can  not  reach  beyond  the  second  battery.  They 
cut  up  the  mortar  boats  and  the  ^ssex  yesterday  or  last  night,  so  that 
they  nad  to  drop  down  half  a  mile.  Lieutenant  Harwood  informs  me 
that  a  gunboat  can  not  get  into  Thompson's  Creek,  nor  can  the  Hart- 
ford  shell  the  batteries  without  great  exposure  and  risk  of  getting  on 
shore. 

Mr.  Harwood  will  show  us  the  signal  station  in  the  morning,  as  well 
as  the  other  i^oints. 

I  have  written  to  PorttM-  for  some  hand  grenades,  as  I  understand  he 
has  plenty  in  his  fleet. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Major-General  Banks, 

Coifiinandlnij  Depart  tiicnt  of  the  Gulf^  before  Port  Hudson. 


Letter  Arom  Higor-Oeneral  Banks,  IT.  8.  Army,  to  Bear-Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  8.  Navy, 

requesting  a  detail  of  marines. 

Hdqrs.  Dki*t.  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson,  May  29,  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  We  have  a  battery  of  four  Dahlgren  guns,  for  which  I 
am  providing  platforms.  I  should  be  glad  if  you  could  detail,  without 
detriment  to  your  service,  a  suflicient  number  of  marines  to  strongly 
man  these  guns  with  expert  men.     It  will  render  us  a  material  service. 


Everything  loolu  well  for  us.  Tin;  reltels  attempted  a  sortie  up 
our  rignt  last  (!veniii|;  upon  the  t-essatioii  of  the  ariiiit'tico,  but  w( 
smartlj'  and  quickly  repulsed.  You  must  have  heai-d  tbe  tiring;  I 
4  of  our  men  were  wounded. 

1  have  the  honor  to  he.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
N.  P.  Banks, 
.}fi'j"f-  Genc^-iil,  C'wiiiiitndi'nff. 
Admiral  IX  (i.  Kakuacl't. 


'.  s.  Rb*7,J 

Hdqkb.  Dept.  of  thk  Gdlf,  Nineteenth  Abmy  Cobfs, 
Befoiv  Port  }hid»m.  May  29,  186:1— 10 p. 
Admiral:  Our  general  position  is  unchanged  to-day.  The  enemy 
took  advantage  of  the  armistice  ycsterdav  to  move  tne  commissary 
Htorea  from  the  storehouse  on  our  right,  wfiich  was  under  our  tire,  and 
to  mass  new  guns  gainst  us  in  that  quarter.  He  is  evidently  very 
tender  there,  I  wish  you  would  lontinue  to  harass  him;  at  nigllt 
especially.  We  will  keep  him  attentive  during  the  day  and  occasiou- 
alfy  at  night  also. 

'  We  are  endeavoring  to  complete  the  telegraph  line  to  Springfield 
Landingj  and  hope  by  to-morrow  night  to  be  in  immediate  communi- 
cation with  you  uy  telegraph  and  signals.     We  can  then  inform  you 
from  time  to  time  of  the  effect  of  your  lire  and  measurably  direct  it. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major- General,  C'mnmanamg, 


-  Rear-Admii'al  D.  G.  Farragdt,  IT,  S.  Navy, 

Comfiiandinfff  etc.,  Flagakij)  Minyini/ahela. 


Flaiisiiip  Mononijahela, 
Ah»ve  J\tI  Tfudmn,  May  ^8,  1863—11:30  a. 

Dear  General:  Your  two  dispatches  by  Captain  [Charles  A.] 
Hartwell  have  this  moment  been  received.  I  am  delighted  to  tind  that 
you  maintain  so  good  a  position.  I  thought  Weitzel  had  lieen  driven 
back  by  the  heavy  bombardment  in  the  night.  I  can  not  but  think 
that  one  of  the  best  poinLs  of  assault  is  on  the  water  front.  Captain 
Hoffman  came  down  here  opposite  the  ^gex  day  before  yesterday  and 
knows  the  way.     It  is  not  over  a  mile  and  a  haff  to  the  citadel. 

If  you  would  come  down  abreast  of  the  Essex  and  march  up 
under  the  support  of  the  fleet,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  could  put  you 
within  the  lines.  The  only  thing  I  don't  know  is  the  character  of  the 
land  along  the  .'*hore.  Your  engineer  officer  might  look  at  it.  We 
have  no  hand  grenades.  They  are  not  in  use  in  the  Navy,  though  we 
esteemed  them  highly  during  the  war  of  1812. 

If  you  can  furnish  pilots  and  engineers  the  steamers  can  come  out 
of  Thompsou's  Creek  at  any  time  and  run  up  to  the  Hartford.     As  to 


I 
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the  enemy's  forces,  we  had  a  deserter  yesterday,  who  said  they  had 
about  4,000  men.  They  must  work  them  very  severely  ni^ht  ana  day, 
but  they  work  on  a  small  radius.  You  must  overcome  tnem  by  per- 
severance. I  will  shell  them,  but  I  do  not  believe  it  does  much  ^ood, 
as  they  are  not  where  we  can  reach  them.  They  fall  back  to  the  inner 
line  at  night.  However,  we  will  lire  every  time  they  show  themselves. 
They  have  been  lavish  with  ammunition  yesterday  and  to-day,  and  yet 
wo  heard  that  they  had  not  much  on  hand.  Wishing  you  success, 
I  remain,  yours,  truly, 

D.  G.  Fabragut. 
General  Banks. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  8.  Anny,  to  Sear- Admiral  Farragnt,  V.  8.  Havy, 

regarding  i neoeeifal  firing. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Abmy  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson^  May  SO,  186S. 

My  Dear  Sir:  We  greatly  need  some  rock  fire  for  the  destruction  of 
buildings  within  the  fort.  The  bearer,  Captain  Colville,  will  state  to 
you  the  quantity  he  desires.  Our  fire  has  been  most  successful  to-day. 
The  large  gun  on  the  raft  has  been  disabled. 

A  messenger  from  the  country  east  reports  or  confirms  the  report 
of  the  death  of  Jeff.  Davis. 

Your  guns  last  night  are  said  to  have  compelled  the  enemy  to  change 
^  the  position  of  his  men  and  stores. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major- General,  Commanding, 
Admiral  Farragut. 


Letter  from  Captain  Walke,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  B.  Havy,  regarding 

expected  commnnication 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Lafayette, 

Red  River,  May  30,  1863. 

Dear  Commodore:  I  have  been  anxiously  waiting  to  hear  from  you 
and  Admiral  Porter  since  you  left  the  mouth  of  the  river,  but  no 
steamers  have  been  here  until  the  arrival  of  the  Price  last  night.  1 
send  you  a  mail  bag  by  her.  1  tried  to  communicate  with  you  by  the 
Arizona;,  but  could  not  make  her  fast  captain  stop.  In  that  respect 
he  is  generally  at  fault.  1  am  sorry  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  are 
not  captured  yet,  but  hope  for  the  best. 
Yours,  very  truly, 


Commodore  Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commanding  Flagship  ILtrtfm*d. 


Henry  Walke, 

Captain,  U.  S.  Navy, 


[Signal.] 


May  80,  flHOS]. 
General  Weitzel  says  continue  the  firing  as  we  direct. 
Admiral  Farraout. 


218  WEST   GULF   BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 

[SiRnal.] 

May  30,  1863. 

The  nhells  fired  from  the  mortar  fleet  at  the  batteries  at  1  o^clock 
this  morning  fell  on  the  right  side  of  our  lines;  five-eighths  of  a  mile 
west,  with  same  range,  and  you  will  hit  the  enemy's  forts,  or  100 
yards  to  the  left,  and  you  will  hit  their  rifle  pits. 

(}.  Wkttzel, 
Admiral  FAintAOUT. 


Letter  from  Sear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  8.  Havy,  to  Major-General  Banki,  U.  8.  Army, 

regarding  a  navy  battery. 

Flagship  Monongahela, 
Of  Port  Uiidmn,  May  SO,  1863. 

Dear  General:  I  send  you  Lieutenant-Commander  Terry  for  the 
purpose  of  armnging  the  affair  of  the  navy  battery  of  IX-inch  guns. 
Captain  Alden  said  very  promptly  he  would  furnish  the  oflScers  and 
men  to  work  the  guns.  Lay  the  platforms  with  a  slight  inclination,  so 
as  to  make  it  easy  to  run  the  battery  and  check  the  recoil.  Separate 
the  guns  so  as  not  to  expose  them  too  much  to  chance  shot.  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Terry  is  an  intelligent  officer,  and  will  do  justice  to  the 
country  and  all  concerned. 

kespectfulh^  and  truly, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 

Rear-Aditiiral. 
Major-General  Baxks, 

Coiamanding  Depavtiiieiit  of  the  Gulf. 


Letter  from  Sear-Admiral  Farragnti  U.  8.  Havy,  to  Major-Oeneral  Banki,  U.  8.  Army, 

forwarding  two  priioners. 

V,  S.  Flagship  Monongahkla, 

ri/rt  JIudmn,  May  31,  1863. 

Dear  General:  We  had  two  prisoners  sent  on  board  to  us  to  be 
sent  to  headquarters  for  your  examination  yesterday  evening.  The 
doctor  appears  to  me  to  be  a  very  suspicious  character.  I  take  him  to 
be  both  a  spy  and  an  incendiary,  torpedo  maker,  or  something  of  the 
kind.  The  soldier  was  no  doubt  on  his  way  for  reinforcements, 
although  it  is  strange  that  he  should  have  crossed  the  river  under  the 
belief  that  we  had  no  one  on  that  side,  when  they  have  fired  at  our 
people  frequently;  but  you  will  dispose  of  them  according  to  your  own 
judgment. 

I  send  the  papers  found  on  the  doctor.  We  had  three  desertera 
last  night  from  Port  Hudson;  they  give  a  good  account  of  things  there. 
They  say  you  destroyed  a  large  amount  of  their  commissary  day 
before  yesterday,  that  you  killed  a  great  many  of  their  men  In  the 
light,  and  kill  a  great  many  every  day. 

I),  (r.  Farraout, 

litar-Advi  iral. 

Major-General  Banks. 
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Letter  from  Migor-Oeneral  Banks,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Sear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  B.  Havy, 

requesting  gum,  and  men  to  man  them. 

Hi>QRs.  Deit.  of  thk  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Beff/re  Fort  Hudson,  May  31,  1863. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Thanks  for  your  note  an4  the  cheering  report  of 
the  deserters.  We  are  closing  in  upon  the  enemy  and  will  have  him 
in  a  day  or  two.  Can  you  spare  to  us  the  32-pounder  ^ns  on  board 
the  mortar  boats  with  men  to  man  them?  They  will  do  us  great 
service.  General  Grant's  success  is  glorious. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Majin*-  General,  Cmnmanding. 
Rear- Admiral  I).  G.  Fakragut, 

Z7.  8.  S,  Richmond. 


Order  of  Commodore  Palmer,  IT.  8.  Havy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke,  V.  8.  Havy, 

commanding  U.  8.  8.  Estrella,  to  proceed  to  Bayou  Sara. 

U.  S.  Flagshu*  Hartford, 
Above  Po7*t  Hudson,  June  1,  1863, 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Bayou  Sara  and  look  out  for  our  interests 
in  that  quarter.  You  will  also  keep  watch  on  the  opposite  shore. 
Upon  the  return  of  the  Arizona  you  will  order  her  down  to  report 
to  me. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore. 
Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke, 

Commanding  U,  S,  S.  Estrell^, 


[Signal.] 

June  2,  [1863J. 

If  possible,  1  will  send  the  Parrott  guns  to  j^our  side.  It  offers  a 
good  position.  We  are  getting  in  position  for  a  vigorous  attack,  and 
are  contident  of  success.  We  are  getting  the  large  guns  up  to-day. 
I  will  keep  you  well  informed,  and  am  sorry  so  few  messages  reach 
you. 

N.  P.  Banks, 

General, 
Admiral  Faukaout. 


[Signal. 1 

Your  telegrams  about  Parrott  guns  for  the  Point  received.     Do  not 
think  it  safe.     Have  written  fully. 

D.  G.  Fakragut, 

Admiral, 
General  Banks. 


[Signal.] 

Junk  2. 


I  beg  you  to  bring  the  mortars  to  bear  while  da}- light  lasts—  to  bear 
on  a  circle  of  2(M)  yards  in  diaiiu^tor,  a  circle  about  800  j^ards  south  of 
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the  cliurcli.  Ix^t  tho  shell  fall  near  this  point  and  it  will  destroy  their 
magazine.  It  is  just  in  rear  of  the  first  ehnnp  of  trees  )»etween  the 
tower  and  your  [Kjsition. 

N.  P.  Banks, 

GeneraL 
Adminil  Farracujt. 


Letter  from  Sear-Admiral  Farragnt,  IT.  8.  Havy,  to  Migor-Oeiieral  Banka,  U.  8.  Army. 

residing  orders  for  retnming  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 

Flagship  Monongahela, 
Part  /fudmn^  June  ^,  186i. 

General:  1  have  received  vour  telegram,  but  can  not  think  it  advis- 
able to  put  guns  in  front.  Their  shell  would  reach  our  forces.  I  am 
now  afraid  £>  tire,  except  on  the  flank. 

1  was  afraid  my  shell  reached  your  forces  yesterday;  but  it  annoyed 
the  enemy  so  as  to  stop  his  tiring,  and  I  now  ^ive  orders  to  open*  on 
him  the  moment  he  opens  on  j'our  forces — that  is,  on  the  X-inch  Colum- 
biad  in  their  middle  batti^ry,  which  generally  annoys  Weitzel.  I  am 
glad  to  hear  that  you  are  preparing  for  a  tinal  assault.  All  I  think 
you  need  is  concert  of  action,  and  you  must  succeed.  Let  me  know  in 
time  to  give  you  my  assistance. 

\^ry  truly  and  respectfulh', 

I),  (f.  Farragut, 

Rmr^AdAniral. 
Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Corfiitianding  Dijmrtmcnt  of  t/ir  (lulf. 


Report  of  Captain  Walke,  IT.  8.  Havy,  regarding  an  engagement  near  8immeaport 

U.  S.  (junboat  Lafayette, 

lied  lilrrr,  June  3,  1863. 

Sir:  This  morning  1  sent  the  Switzerland  down  to  Simmesport  to 
make  a  reconnoissance  in  compliance  with  your  request  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  and  about  three-c|uarters  of  an  hour  after  1  heard  a  brisk  tiring 
of  cannon  in  that  vicinity,  when  I  disi^itched  the  PiftHhurg  immedi- 
ately for  that  place,  but  Iwfore  she  reached  Atchafalaya  the  Switzer- 
land  met  the  Plttnhmj^  and,  giving  her  information  of  lier  engagement 
with  two  batteries  of  light  guns  and  a  considtMable  |iuiml)er]  of  infan- 
try, they  l)oth  returned.  Colonel  Pallet  reports  that  four  or  five  pieces 
of  light  artillery  ojMjned  tire  on  him,  with  aoout  a  regiment  of  infantry, 
wounding  three  of  his  men,  one  dangerously.  The  Stritzi-rhina 
returned  the  tire,  pa.ssing  below  the  l)atteries,  and  also  on  her  return; 
but  not  having  the  means  of  capturing  the  enemy  or  his  guns,  and  his 
steam  piix;  disal)le(l,  he  returned.  I  nave  s(»nt  him  to  you  for  some 
troops,  if  they  can  lie  obtained,  so  that  1  can  niak«'  an  attack  upon  the 
enemy  and  capture  his  artillery  and  some  of  his  troops,  perliaps,  by 
landing  our  troops  immediately  after  driving  tht»ni  from  their  guns. 
Colonel  El  let  will  report  particulars.  In  great  haste,  I  am. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Hen  It  V  Walke, 

Cuptahiy  (\  S.  Xuvy. 

Commodore  Jas.  S  Palmer, 

Commanding  Flagship  Hertford. 
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Letter  firom  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  8.  Havy,  to  Aoting  Sear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Havy, 

referring  to  a  reported  repnlee. 

U.  S.  S.  Hartford, 
Ah&ve  Port  Hudson,  June  S,  [ISGS]. 

My  Dear  Porter:  We  are  m  statu  quo  here—  entered  upon  a  siege. 
As  I  understand,  we  were  repulsed  with  great  loss  upon  the  27th 
ultimo,  our  casualties  amounting  to  about  2,000.  General  Sherman 
and  some  7  or  8  colonels  killed;  yet  Banks  writes  me  [he]  is  preparing 
for  a  more  vigorous  assault,  and  is  sanguine  of  ultimate  success.  He 
is  very  much  m  want  of  hand  grenades;  pray  send  him  some  if  you 
have  any  to  spare. 

I  do  not  know  what  I  shall  do  if  vou  can  not  send  me  coal;  the 
movements  of  my  gunboats  are  already  paralyzed  from  want  of  it. 

The  rebel  army  nave  entirely  repossessed  the  country  from  which 
they  have  been  so  lately  driven;  they  have  even  occupied  as  far  down 
as  Brashear  Citv.  Some  rebel  cavalry  have  been  seen  opposite  Bayou 
Sara;  the  Atcnafalaya  is  completely  blocked;  we  are  therefore 
dependent  upon  your  charity  for  coal. 

1  see  the  rforthem  papers  report  Vicksburg  to  be  ours,  but  you 
will  certainly  let  us  know  when  tnat  happy  event  takes  place. 

I  have  directed  the  Prioe  to  take  back  the  empty  coal  barge  which 
you  at  first  sent  down;  it  has  been  of  great  use  to  tho  army  m  trans- 
porting them  across. 

I  can  communicate  acroas  the  point  with  the  admiral  below  (an  affair 
of  about  two  hours);  can  also  signalize  from  my  masthead  to  that  of 
the  Richmmid. 

Let  me  have  a  line  from  you  when  a  vessel  comes  down,  for  I  can 
not  understand  these  soldiers'  reports. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  S.  Palmer. 


Report  of  Bear-Admiral  Farragut,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  inveitment  of  Port  Hudson 

and  Vicksburg. 

Flagship  Monongahela, 
Jieloto  Port  HiidHon,  June  4'^  1S63. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  of  the  28th  of  May  nothing  material  has  occurred. 
General  Banks  still  has  Port  Hudson  closely  invested  and  is  now  put- 
ting up  a  battery  of  four  IX-inch  guns  and  four  24-pounders. 

The  first  will  be  superintended  by  Lieutenant  Terry,  of  the  Rich- 
mond^ and  worked  by  four  of  her  gun  crews  and  to  be  used  as  a 
breaching  battery. 

We  continue  to  shell  the  enemy  every  night  from  three  to  five  hours, 
and  at  times  during  the  day  when  the}^  open  fire  on  our  troops. 

The  general  informs  me  that  he  hopes  to  be  able  to  make  an  assault 
in  a  few  da  vs.  1  shall  hold  on  here  until  it  is  either  reduced  or  we  are 
repulsed. 

I  have  the  Hartford  and  two  or  three  gunboats  above  Port  Hudson; 
the  Tt)vhm<nuL  (it iiei<i'*\  Ksst\i\  and  this  vessel,  together  with  the  mor- 
tar boats  below,  ready  to  aid  the  army  in  any  way  in  our  power. 
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One  of  Gcneml  Grant's  aids  arrived  yesterday  from  Vicksburi|f,  who 
informed  me  that  that  place  is  very  closely  invested;  that  General  Pem- 
l>erton  is  confined  to  his  inner  trenches  and  pressed  upon  at  every 
quarter. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admh*al. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretar^j  of  the  Navtj. 


June  4,  [1^63]. 

The  enemy  number  their  water  batteries  1,  2  from  up  the  river 
down.  The  main  magazine  is  behind  Battery  No.  6,  and  aoout  300  to 
500  yards  back  from  the  river. 

Banks, 

General.    * 
Admiral  FARKACJirr. 


Letter  from  Migor-General  Banks,  IT.  8.  Army,  to  Bear-Admiral  Farragut,  V.  8.  Mw,Tf^ 

requesting  that  the  mortars  open  fire. 

IIdqrs.  1)ei»t.  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Ar»iy  Cori»8, 

lief  ore  Poi't  Iludsrm^  June  J^  186S» 

Sir:  I  beg  you  to  >)ring  your  mortars  to  bear  immediately  while 
dayliffht  lasts.  Your  mortars  to  bear  upon  a  circle  of  200  yards  diame- 
ter, tne  center  about  800  yards  south  of  the  church. 

The  magazine  is  a])out  800  yaixis  almost  due  south  of  the  church. 
Let  the  mortar  shells  fall  in  a  circle  of  200  yards  diameter  in  that 
vicinity.  One  shell  near  this  point  will  destroy  their  magazine.  It  is 
just  in  rear  of  first  clump  of  trees  looking  up  toward  the  town  from 
your  position. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major-  General'^  Commanding, 
Admiral  D.  G.  Farua(4Ut, 

IL  S.  aS.  Rwlnnofiff. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  8.  Havy,  to  Migor-General  Banks,  17.  8.  Army,  rtgard- 

ing  meainrei  for  the  protection  of  the  Atchafalaya  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Hartford, 
JuDcJf,  \lS6S\—82y.  m. 

General:  I  am  just  in  receipt  of  your  note.  I  sent  Colonel  Ellet 
up  to  you  yesterday,  and  informed  you  that  Simmesi>ort  was  in  pos- 
session of  the  enemv,  and  the  banks  of  the  Atchafalava  were  jfilled 
with  their  shai'pshooters.  This,  I  presume,  ho  did,  and  told  yon  how 
heavy  the  fire  was. 

Now,  1  question  whether  any  gunboat  could  got  down  the  Atcha- 
falaya, owing  to  want  of  water,  and  there  ought  to  be  at  lea^st  two  or 
three  sent  down  to  hold  their  own  against  the  enemy. 
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We  have  scarcely  coal  enough  to  ennble  the  gunboats  to  do  their 
necessaiy  police  work  up  and  down  the  river.  This  Bayou  Sorrel, 
which  I  can  not  find  on  the  map,  leads,  I  believe,  out  into  the  Missis- 
sippi near  Plaquemine. 

1  will  notify  the  admiral  of  your  request,  and  see  if  he  can't  get  the 
information  you  desire  by  way  of  Plaquemine. 

I  am  sorry  1  did  not  know  before  of  these  vessels  being  in  this 
dangerous  situation,  as  the  Estrell<i^  when  she  last  came  up,  about  ten 
days  ago,  might  have  given  them  warning. 
V  ery  truly,  yours, 

J.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodore. 
General  N.  P.  Banks. 


[Signal.] 

June  5,  [1863]. 

1  desire  you  to  fire  one  of  your  rifle  pieces  upon  the  rebel  pivot  gun. 

Grover, 

Oeneral.     \ 
Captain  Alden. 


Letter  from  Major-Oeneral  Banks,  IT.  8.  Army,  to  Sear-Admiral  Farragnt,  IT.  8.  Havy, 

giving  the  remits  of  the  mortar  firing. 

Hdqkh.  Deit.  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson^  June  6*,  1863. 

Sir:  The  shelling  of  the  mortar  boats  on  Thursday  night  is  reported 
to  have  seriously  inconvenienced  the  enemy.  Beef  cattle  killed,  sev- 
eral men  wounded,  and  a  regimental  camp  rendered  untenable.  The 
bulk  of  the  early  fire  passed  a  little  to  the  left  of  and  beyond  the  main 
magazine.  The  sleep  of  half  the  garrison  was  prevented. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major-Oeneral^  Comvianding. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Fakragut, 

U.  tS.  aS.  Moniytujahda ^  Coukinundlnij^  etc. 


[l^lgllRl.] 

June  6,  [1863]. 

I  have  him  under  my  control.     The  minute  he  opens,  I  silence  him. 

Farragut, 

Admiral. 
General  Banks. 


Letter  from  Migor-Oeneral  Banks,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Sear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  8.  Navy, 
seeking  to  learn  the  truth  regarding  reported  moyements  of  the  enemy. 

Immediate.]  Hikers.  Dept.  of  the  Gulf, 

Nineteenth  Aumv  Corps, 
Bt'fore  Port  H^id.'iiw^  June  7^  ISdS — 10  p,  m. 

Colonel  Griorson,  just  in  from  an  expedition  sent  to  Clinton  to  dis- 
perse the  force  there,  reports  that  the  enemy  evacuated  that  \)W<^ 
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some  hours  before  he  entered  it,  and  fell  back  to  Libert}'.  There  are 
rumors  that  Kirbv  Smith  is  crossing  at  Natchez,  that  the  force  which 
reti*eated  from  Ciinton  expects  to  be  reinforced  at  Liberty,  and  that 
Grant  has  had  another  fight  at  Vicksburg  in  which  he  carried  the 
enemy's  first  line  of  works,  but  was  attacked  in  the  rear  by  Johnston 
and  tttdly  cut  up.  These  are  only  Southern  rumoi-s,  of  course,  and  I 
read  them  favombly,  but  I  wish  you  would  direct  Commodore  Palmer 
to  send  a  gunboat  to  Natchez  to  ascertain  the  truth  as  to  the  reported 
crossing  there. 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Majirr-  General^  Commandhig. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Flagship  Monongah^^la^  via  Sprmgfi^ld  Landing, 


Order  of  Major-Oeneral  Banks,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Brigadier-Oeneral  Orover,  17.  8.  Army, 
in  view  of  reported  operations  of  the  enemy  in  Thompion*i  Creek. 

Hdqrs.  Deii'.  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  CJorps, 

Befirre  Port  Ihuhon^  June  S,  1863—1:30  a.  m. 

(jeneral:  Admiral  Farragut,  in  a  dispati;h  this  moment  received 
from  him,  states  that  heavy  hammering  has  been  heard  on  the  Hartfivrd 
for  the  last  two  nights  (6th  and  7th),  suppo.sed  to  be  in  or  at  the 
entrance  of  Thompson's  Creek  into  the  Mi.ssissippi,  near  the  upper  or 
first  battery  of  tne  enemy.  From  Colonel  Sago,  at  Fausse  Point, 
there  is  a  report  that  his  men  have  observed  persons  during  the  moon- 
light bringing  large  logs  or  pieces  of  timl>er  down  to  the  water.  The 
admiral's  impression  is  that  the  enemy  is  building  either  a  bridge  or  a 
raft  to  enable  him  to  escape.  The  commanding  general  desires  that 
vou  will  immediately  ascertain  and  re{X)rt  whether  this  hammering 
lias  been  heard  upon  your  lines  and  whether  it  was  not  possibly  the 
noi.se  made  in  constructing  our  own  batt(»ries  upon  the  extreme  right 
of  our  line.  The  commanding  general  considers  it  important  that  you 
should  ascertain  the  truth,  the  exact  truth,  as  to  the  matter  with  the 
least  possible  delay. 

Very  respectfully,  j^our  obedient  servant, 

[Rich'd  B.  Irw^in,J 
AsslMant  Adjutant- General. 

Brigadier-General  C.  Guover, 

Commandinrj  lihjht  Whuj, 


Letter  from  Major-General  Banks,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Bear-Admiral  Farragut,  IT.  8.  Havy, 

regarding  the  approaching  criils. 

Hdqks.  Deit.  of  the  (iulf.  Nineteenth  Aumv  Coups, 

Before  Prrrt  Hudson  ^  June  H^  1863 — 10  p,  ///. 

Admiral:  Matters  are  now  approaching  a  crisis.  All  the  guns  will 
be  ready  to  open  to-morrow.  Tne  mortars  on  the  right  opened  fire 
this  afternoon  for  a  short  time  to  get  the  ranges  and  succeeded  in  doing 
.so  very  satisfactorily.  To-morrow  we  shall  open  from  all  the  batterie.s 
and  tire  slowly  to  get  good  ranges  and  to  induce  the  enemy  to  develop 
his  fire  in  response. 
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I  am  well  satisfied  with  the  condition  of  affairs,  and  feel  confident 
that  the  enemy  can  not  hold  out  beyond  Thursday. 

It  will  be  necessary  for  you  now  to  keep  a  bright  lookout  to  prevent 
any  attempt  at  escape  by  crossing  the  river. 

Our  rear  is  now  clear  of  the  enemy,  so  that  we  do  not  apprehend 
his  pi'esence  in  any  force  within  two  days'  march.  Nor  do  we  hear 
anjrthin^  definite  of  the  arrival  of  the  reinforcements  concerning 
which  the  enemy  keeps  up  so  manv  reports. 

I  am  disposea  to  think  that  the  hammering  heard  on  the  Hartford 
was  either  the  sound  of  our  own  work  in  constructing  batteries  on  the 
right  or  the  noise  of  the  enemy  doing  the  same  thin^  opposite.  I 
have,  however,  sent  a  party  to  make  a  thoi*ough  exammation  of  the 
approaches  near  the  mouth  of  Thompson's  Creek.  Two  weeks  ago 
they  were  impassable. 

1  enclose  a  copy  of  a  telegram  sent  to  you  last  night. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Majoi*-  General^  CoTtimanaing. 

Uear-Admiral  D.  G.  Fariiagut,  LT.  S.  Navy, 

Cairvnianding  Western  Gidf  Squadron^  Flagship  Mommgaheln, 


[Signal.  ] 

June  9,  [1863]. 

Hammering  and  building  is  reported  at  the  mouth  of  Thompson's 
Creek.     Can  you  account  for  it? 

Farragut, 

Admiy*al, 
General  Banks. 


[Signal.] 

Junk  J),  [1863J. 

We  have  men  near  by  the  creek  and  will  report  to  you.     All  going 
well. 

Banks, 
OeneraL 
Admiral  Farkagut. 


[.Sii?nal.] 


Spuingfikf.d  Landing,  Jane  0^  [^1863], 

Colonel  Prince  has  been  to-day  to  the  mouth  of  Thompson's  Creek, 
on  the  east  bank,  and  reports  neither  hearing  nor  seeing  anything  of 
the  enemy  in  that  neighborhood.  Our  picket  line  is  complete  to  the 
captured  steamboats,  whence  it  is  extended  by  frequent  patrols  beyond 
the  steamboats  to  the  river.  The  oro.ssing  of  T  hompson's  Creek  is 
reported  impracticable.  We  burned  the  enemy's  storehouse  this 
afternoon. 

Banks, 
G**nei'aL 

Admiral  FAiutAGiT. 
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Letter  from  Kajor-Oeneral  Banks,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Sear- Admiral  Farrag^t,  U.  8.  Mvwft 

regarding  the  opening  of  fire. 

Hdqrs.  Deft,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson^  June  9,  186S — 5:30 p.  m. 

Sir:  Opened  fire  at  11  a.  m.  from  the  heavy  guns  and  mortars,  and 
fired  slowly  during  the  day,  with  good  ranges  and  excellent  effect, 
driving  the  enemy  away  from  the  parapet.  Our  fire  was,  except  in 
one  or  two  instances,  unanswered.  The  heavy  guns  were  admirably 
served.  Please  keep  up  vour  mortar  fire  during  the  whole  of  this 
night.  We  shall  fire  slowly  all  night.  Will  send  you  a  report  of  the 
operations  at  the  mouth  of  Thompson's  Creek  this  evening. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\'^ant, 

N.  P.  Banks,  ^ 
Major- Oeneraly  Commanding. 
Kear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Monongahela, 


[Signal.] 

June  10, 1863. 

Please  send  to  Springfield  Landing  600  blank  cartridges,  50  shrapnel, 
500  shell,  and  50  solid  shot  for  the  iX-inch  navy  guns.  Please  let  me 
know  when  they  will  be  there. 

Banks, 
Oeneral. 
Admiral  Farragut. 


[Signal.] 

June  10,  1863. 

The  ammunition  that  you  asked  for  will  be  at  Springfield  Landing 
at  5  p.  m. 

Alden, 
Captain, 
General  Banks. 


[Signal.] 

June  10,  1863. 

Send  as  many  5-second  fuzes  as  vou  can  possibly  spare  to  Springfield 
Landing,  in  care  of  Colonel  Arnofd,  chief  of  artillery. 

E.  Terry. 
W.  S.  Schley, 

Executive  Officer  of  the  Richmimd. 


[Signal.] 

June  10. 

Colonel  Benedict  informs  me  that  you  had  orders  not  to  fire.  It 
must  have  been  a  great  mistake  in  some  of  my  dispatches.  Please 
continue  the  fire  of  your  mortars  the  whole  night.     We  shall  fire  also. 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major-  General^  Commanding, 
Admiral  Farragut. 
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Letter  from  Major-Oeneral  Banks,  IT.  8.  Army,  to  Sear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  8.  Navy, 

regarding  a  reconnoisiance  to  Thompson's  Creek. 

Hdqrs.  Deit.  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson^  June  10^  1863 — 6 p,  m. 

Sir:  Colonel  Prince  reports  no  rafts  being  built  at  the  mouth  of 
Thompson's  Creek,  and  no  indications  there  of  any  effort  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy  to  escape.  The  ground  on  the  west  bank  is  very  swampy, 
and  can  only  be  traversed  by  men  on  foot.  A  reconnoitering  party 
sent  down  the  east  bank  went  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  Sandy  Cfreek, 
which  is  340  3- ards  above  the  mouth  of  Thompson's  Creek,  but  met  no 
pickets. 

Colonel  Prince  saw  our  camp  at  Fausse  Point,  and  thinks  the  com- 
manding officer  there  would  be  able  to  observe  everything  transpiring 
at  the  mouth  of  Thompson's  Creek.  Please  request  him  to  see  if  he 
can  do  so. 

Very  respectfull}'^,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major- General^  Cotnmandimf. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 
Fliujship  MinwTKjahela^  via  Springfield  Landing, 


Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  8.  Havy,  to  Hajor-Oeneral  Banks,  U.  8.  Army, 
responding  to  a  request  for  oontinned  bombardment  by  the  mortars. 

Flagship  Monongahela, 
Below  P(yrt  Hudson^  June  11^  1863. 

Dear  General:  Your  several  dispatches  were  dulv  received  yester- 
day, and  all  the  shot  and  shell  were  sent  down  with  all  possible  dispatch 
to  Springfield  Landing  by  the  tug,  and  1  then  sent  her  down  to  Baton 
Rouge  to  telegraph  to  Commodore  Morris  to  send  me  more  IX-inch 
shells. 

Your  last  dispatch,  asking  me  to  continue  to  bombard  all  night, 
arrived  about  2 :  30  a.  ni.  You  must  remember  we  have  been  bombard- 
ing this  place  five  weeks,  and  we  are  now  upon  our  last  500  shells,  so 
that  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  bombard  more  than  three  or  four 
hours  each  night,  at  intervals  of  five  minutes.  1  hope  you  will  be  able 
to  take  it  before  they  give  out,  for,  although  I  have  sent  north  for 
more,  1  do  not  know  when  they  will  arrive.  I  am  told  that  the  enemy 
has  nearl}^  all  his  men  concentrated  at  the  upper  or  northern  side  of 
his  defenses,  calculating  on  the  assault  being  made  there.  They  say 
the  deserters  say  there  are  very  few  in  the  lower  defenses. 

I  was  under  the  impression  that  our  shelling  only  served  two  pur- 
poses— to  break  their  rest  and  silence  their  guns,  when  they  opened 
m  our  sight;  the  last  he  has  ceased  to  do,  ana  they  have  now  become 
indifferent  to  the  former.  After  the  people  have  been  harassed  to  a 
certain  extent  they  become  indifferent  to  danger,  I  think,  but  we  will 
do  all  in  our  power  to  aid  you. 

It  appears  that  the  Arizorm  has  gone  to  Natchez  to  look  after  Kirby 
Smith,  and  break  up  all  boats  and  flats,  and  when  she  returns  the 
sharpshooters  will  be  sent  forward  to  you;  they  are  very  few. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Adm  iraL 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Coianianding  Deparii)ient  of  the  Chilf 
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Report  of  Captain  Walke,  IT.  8.  Havy,  regarding  contrabands. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Lafayette, 
({f  Month  lied  Rlar,  JuiXi^  11,  1863. 

Sir:  Kceeivedon  board  this  tnornin^  a  large  number  of  contrabands^ 
which,  of  course,  1  could  not  refuse;  not  having  the  faciliticd  for  keep- 
ing or  disposing  of  them,  1  send  them  to  you.     There  are  about  170. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Wai.ke, 

Captain^  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commodore  .1.  S.  Palmer, 

Commandimj  Flayshij)  ILirtfotuh 


Letter  from  Migor-Oeneral  Banki,  IT.  8.  Army,  to  Bear- Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  8.  Havy, 
requesting  that  a  battery  of  guns  be  placed  opposite  Port  Hudson. 

Hdqrs.  Deit.  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Cori*8, 

Brfore  Port  Hudson^  Jnve  1^,  186S. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Your  dispatches  were  duly  received.  We  will  give 
vou  notice  of  our  assault,  as  you  wish,  and  desire  your  participation 
in  the  work.  The  suggestion  as  to  the  continuance  of  the  fire  of  the 
fleet  was  made  in  consequence  of  a  rejx)it  f lom  C/olonel  Benedict,  that 
you  underetood  that  we  requested  a  discontinuance  of  your  fire.  This 
was  not  so.  Some  suggestions  may  have  been  made  as  to  I'anges,  but 
nothing  more.  We  are  ready  for  the  assault  to-morrow,  but  may 
postpone  it  till  next  day;  we  shall  ciirry  the  works  without  fail  when 
we  attempt  it. 

There  are  some  guns  on  the  lower  river  front  that  are  terribly 
destructive  and  as  yet  out  of  our  reach.  Will  vou  not  land  two  or 
three  of  your  heavy  Parrotts  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  abreast 
your  ship  and  out  of  range  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  to  dismount 
them?  It  can  ])e  done  effe<*tually  and  in  a  few  hours.  The  leveo 
affords  protection  that  can  soon  be  made  jwrfect.  I  send  an  officer  to 
confer  with  vou  and  who  will  construct  the  works;  we  shall  ask  of 
you  only  the  guns  and  men  to  man  them. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major-  Gaieral^  Comvianding. 

Rear-Admiml  I).  G.  Farragut, 

Cominaiuling,  dc. 


Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Farragut,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  Migor-Oeneral  Banks,  IT.  8.  Army, 
responding  to  request  for  a  temporary  battery  opposite  Port  Hudson. 

Fr.AGSHIP  MONONGAHELA,  Juue  12^  1863. 

Dear  General:  Your  note  of  8  a.  m.  to-day  is  received  by  Captain 
Baker,  resi>ecting  the  Iwittery  on  the  ]H>int  opposite  Port  Hudson.  I 
assure  you,  general,  that  no  gun  on  the  river  front  fires  at  the  army; 
the  X-inch  gun  has  done  so  once  or  twice  at  night,  perhaps,  without 
our  seeing  it,  but  my  orders  are  to  oixjn  on  it  tlie  moment  it  fires  a 
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shot,  and  we  silence  it  in  five  minutes.  We  lie  in  easy  range  of  our 
Parrott  guns  and  mortars,  but  we  can  see  nothing  of  the  guns  to  which 
you  allude  that  annoy  you  in  the  rear;  if  we  could,  I  would  open 
immediately,  but  we  can  see  nothing  in  that  direction.  We  can  send 
for  the  guns  at  New  Orleans,  and,  if  you  wish,  plant  them  and  fire 
them;  but  if  you  think  we  can  fire  toward  the  rear,  it  is  entirely  differ- 
ent from  all  they  have  been  saying  to  us.  Your  shells  fall  in  the  river, 
and  it  is  certain  that  ours  will  go  farther  than  youi*s.  I  fear  it  will  be 
wrong,  but  1  am  ready  for  anything. 
Yours,  truly, 

D.  G.  Farragut. 

GenemI  N.  P.  Banks, 

Connniandivg  Departvient  of  the  Gulf. 


Letter  from  Major-Oeneral  Banki,  IT.  8.  Army,  to  Sear-Admiral  Farragut,  IT.  8.  Havy, 

regarding  the  opening  of  attack. 

Hdqrs.  Deit.  of  the  Gulp,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson,  June  13,  1863—7:30  a,  m. 

Admiral:  I  shall  open  a  vigorous  bombardment  at  exactly  a  quarter 
past  11  this  morning,  and  continue  it  for  exactly  one  hour. 

1  respectfully  request  that  you  will  aid  us  oy  throwing  as  many 
shells  as  you  can  into  the  place  during  that  hour,  commencing  and 
ceasing  fire  with  us. 

The  bombardment  will  be  immediately  followed  by  a  summons  to 
surrender. 

If  that  is  [not]  listened  to,  1  shall  probably  attack  to-morrow 
morning,  but  of  this  I  will  give  you  notice. 

V  ery  resi)ectf ully ,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major-  Geiiei'nl,  Commanding. 

Rear- Admiral  1).  (J.  Fariiagut, 

(>(iuimnndhi(j.^  dc...^  Jfla/jskip  MommgaheJa. 


Letter  from  Mtgor-Oeneral  Banks,  IT.  8.  Army,  to  Bear- Admiral  Farraguti  IT.  8.  Navy, 

regarding  the  opening  of  attack. 

IlEAlXH'ARTEliS  DEPARTMENT   OF   THE   GULF, 

Brfore  Port  llmhon,  June  13,  1803—9  p.  m. 
Sir:  1  have  just  sent  you  the  following  message  by  signals: 

Please  commence  firing  vigorouBly,  with  mortars  only,  at  lip.  m.  and  cease  at 
exactly  2  a.  m.     Throw  your  sheila  as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  center  of  the  work. 

We  shall  attack  Port  Hudson  at  daybreak. 

Ver}^  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

N.  r.  Banks, 
Major-  General^  OoTnvianding. 

Reiir-Adminil  D.  (1.  Fakuacjut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

dnit  in  nn  dlh  f/,  vii '. ,  F/agsh  !p  Mon  ongaheln. 
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» 

Letter  ftrom  Major-Oeneral  Banki,  V.  8.  Army,  to  Sear- Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  8.  Hayy, 

stating  thnt  the  enemy  refased  to  surrender. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson^  June  13^  1S03, 

Admiral:  General  Gardner  answers  that  his  duty  requires  him  to 
defend  the  place,  and,  therefore,  he  declines  to  surrender. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  serv^ant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major-  ihmei'al^  Coimmmding. 
Rear- Admiral  1).  G.  Farragut, 

Flagship  Mommjgahela, 


[Signal.] 

June  13, 1863. 

Please  send  an  order  to  the  company  of  sharpshooters  from  the 
Arizona^  said  to  he  ashore  at  Saint  Francisville,  to  join  their  regiment 
at  once. 

Banks, 

Admiral  Farragut. 


[Signal.] 

June  13,  1863. 

Commodore  Palmer  sent  me  word,  and  I  sent  it  to  you,  that  the 
sharpshooters  of  the  Arizona  had  joined  their  regiment  some  time 
before  ih^  Arizona  went  up  the  river  to  Natchez,  but  will  send  over 
by  the  first  opportunity. 

Farragut, 

Admiral. 
General  Banks. 


[Signal.] 


Springfield  Landing,  June  13^  1863. 

Dispatches  to  General  Grant  delivered  in  person.  Chief  engineer 
asks,  Can  you  give  Captain  Baker  four  30-poundcr  Parrott  guns,  and 
what  kind  of  carriages? 

J.  T.  BarkeUj 
Captain  and  Emjinetn*. 
Admiral  Farragut. 


[Signal.] 

Junk  13,  1863. 
The  admiral  has  no  30-pounder  Parrott  guns  here.     It  is  understood 
there  is  a  large  number  l>elonging  to  the  army  at  New  Orleans  in 
store. 

T.  A.  elENKINS, 

Captain  and  Chi rf  of  Staff . 
Captain  J.  T.  Barker,  Engineer. 
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[Signal.] 

June  13, 1863. 

Please  send  as  many  shrapnel  as  you  can  spare  for  the  IX-inch  navy 
guns.  General  Gardner  answers  that  his  duty  requires  him  to  defend 
the  place,  and  he  declines  to  surrender. 

Banks. 
QeiiercH; 
Admiral  Farragut. 


[Signal.] 


Ammunition  for  the  naval  battery  just  received,  and  will  l)e  sent 
this  a.  m.  to  Springfield  Landing. 

T.  A.  Jenkins, 
Captain  and  Chief  of  Staff . 
General  Banks. 


[Signal.] 

June  14,  1868. 

Getting  very  short  of  ammunition.  Please  send  us  as  much  Dahl- 
gren  ammimition  as  you  can  spare,  to  the  extent  of  800  rounds,  chiefly 
shell  and  shrapnel.    Can  you  spare  any  20-pounder  Parrott  ammunition  ? 

Banks, 
GeneraL 
Admiral  Farragut. 


Letter  from  Migor-Oeneral  Banki,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Sear-Admiral  Farragut,  IT.  8.  Havy, 

regarding  the  result  of  Che  attack. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Befoi'e  Port  Hudaoji^  June  H^  186S. 

Admiral:  As  you  will  have  readily  pei'ceived,  the  attack  did  not 
succeed,  though  the  merest  accident  separated  success  from  failure. 
We  hold  advanced  positions  and  shall  intrench  them  to-ni^ht. 

The  eneni}'  made  one  or  two  attempts  on  the  center  and  right  to 
open  with  his  artillery,  but  wfis  almost  instantly  silenced.  It  req^uired 
a  little  longer  to  silence  some  troublesome  guns  on  the  left,  but  it  was 
done. 

We  shall  hold  the  advanced  positions  we  now  have  and  throw  up 
rifle  pits  to  cover  them  to-night. 

I  believe  our  loss  has  not  been  heavy,  except  in  officers,  and  the 
men  are  in  tolei*able  good  spirits. 

1  am  still  confident  of  the  final  result. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Majm*-  General^  Comrnandimj, 

Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farkacujt, 

Coininandlnxj^  etc,^  Flagship  Monoiigahela. 
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Letter  ftrom  Brigadier-Oeneral  Stone,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Sear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  8.  Bmwj^ 

making  enquiry  regarding  Simmesport 

Hikers.  Dept.  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  lludaon^  June  16 ^  186S. 

Admiral:  Major-General  Banks  desires  me  to  inform  you  that  a 
negro  has  just  arrived  in  camp,  who  reports  that  he  left  Simmesport 
on  Tuesday  last,  and  that  Kirby  Smith  was  then  there  with  a  consider- 
able force. 

The  man  says  that  he  ran  away  that  night  and  joined  our  gunboat  at 
the  mouth  of  Red  River  the  following  morning;  that  the  commander 
of  the  gunboat  (which  he  thinks  was  tne  Lafayette)  took  him  on  board 
and  proceeded  at  on(»e  to  Simmesport,  shelled  the  rebels  there,  burned 
the  town,  and  returned  on  Thursday  morning  to  the  mouth  of  the 
river. 

Major-General  Banks  requests  to  know  if  the  statement  of  the  negro 
is  confirmed  by  reports  from  the  ffunboats. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  admiral,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  p.  Stone, 
Brigadier-  Oeneral. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  (x.  Farragut, 

Cmmrumding  FUet^  etc. 


Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-Oeneral  Stone,  V.  8.  Army, 

confirming  reports  regarding  affkirs  at  8immeiport. 

Flagship  Mononoahela, 
Pm^t  lluds(m,  Jinie  15,  1863. 

Dear  General:  Please  inform  General  Banks  that  all  of  the  negro's 
report,  except  Kirby  Smith  being  there,  is  substantially  true. 

The  gunl)otttswent  to  Simmesport  and  drove  them  away,  and  burned 
or  destroyed  all  the  flats  and  boats  there,  but  the  water  is  now,  or  will 
soon  be,  so  low  that  they  can  occupy  the  place  with  impunity  to  us. 

Our  l)oats  lmv(»  been  com^x^lled  to  come  out  of  the  Red  River  for 
want  of  water  to  pass  the  bar;  but  the  enemy  can  not  come  down  to  the 
Mississippi  River,  and,  if  they  do,  they  have  no  means  of  crossing  it. 

A  negro  came  in,  rei)orting  that  a  large  force  was  crossing  the  Red 
River  and  some  bayou  on  cotton  bales  placed  on  a  raft  in  a  shallow 
part  of  the  stream,  and  that  Magruder  was  sjiid  to  be  at  their  head: 
but  as  my  informant  told  me  that  Colonel  Sage  had  been  informed  or 
it  I  did  not  send  j'ou  word,  as  you  were  just  then  in  your  troubles. 
1  took  it  for  granted  that  Colonel  Sage  would  know  if  there  was  any 
truth  in  the  report  before  he  sent  you  word. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  your  losses  were  not  great  yesterday,  and  that 
all  may  yet  \}g  well  with  us.  I  took  5  prisoners  this  morning,  whom 
1  send  down  to  Springfield  Landing.  They  say  that  Weitzel  was 
driven  back  from  all  the  ground  that  he  had  gained,  and  they  report 
their  killed,  as  reported,  to  be  very  few,  but  I  can  not  believe  it. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Hear- Admiral. 

Brigadier-General  Charles  P.  Stone. 
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Letter  firom  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  B.  Navy,  to  K^jor-Oeneral  Banks,  U.  8.  Army,  reqnei ting 
a  force  to  preyent  the  oecnpation  of  the  point  opposite  Port  Hndson. 

U.  S.  S.  Hartford, 
Above  Port  Hudson^  June  15^  [186S\ — 11  a.  711. 

General:  The  officer  in  command  of  your  troops  on  the  point  has 
just  sent  me  word  that  the  enemy  from  Grosse  Tete  are  advancing  in 
considerable  force  toward  the  point  opposite  Port  Hudson,  our  cavalry 
scouts  having  last  night  [captured]  2  of  their  pickets.  Colonel  Sage 
informs  me  he  will  retire  under  the  protection  of  the  lower  fleet.  Can 
you  spare  a  force  sufficient  to  prevent  their  occupation  of  the  point 
and  to  reinforce  Colonel  Sage? 
Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  S.  Palker, 

Commodore. 
General  N.  P.  Banks. 


Letter  firom  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  B.  Navy,  to  Xajor-Oeneral  Banks,  U.  8.  Army,  regarding 

asiistance  offered  to  Colonel  Sage,  U.  8.  Army. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 
Ahove  Port  Hudson^  June  16^  1863 — ^^.  m. 

General:  As  far  as  I  can  learn  from  the  two  captured  pickets  of 
the  enemy,  whom  Colonel  Sage  has  sent  me  for  safe-keeping,  their 
force  consists  of  between  400  and  500  men,  all  cavalry,  badly  armed; 
not  a  private  among  them  having  a  saber,  have  been  only  three  months 
in  the  service,  and  have  never  l>een  even  in  a  skirmish.  They  have 
two  light  pieces  of  artillery  with  them;  all  from  Texas;  commanded 
by  C3olonel  [B.  \V.]  Stone. 

Yesterday  afternoon  Colonel  Sage  sent  me  word  that  the  enemy 
were  so  near  him  that  he  should  defend  himself  where  he  was,  and 
asked  uu^  to  render  him  assistance.  I  immediately  placed  two  gun- 
boats to  coinniaiid  the  levee  and  offered  him  100  men  and  a  tieldpiece 
to  aid  in  his  defense,  but  it  seems  he  changed  his  plan,  deeming  it 
more  prud<»nt  to  change  his  position  where  he  always  could  retire  upon 
the  lower  fleet  and  l)e  secure  of  his  sup})lies.  This  information  you 
probably  have  r(»ceive(l  ])efore  this.  I  have  seen  nothing  of  your 
staff  officer  which  you  mention  in  your  note  of  yesterday  having  sent. 

Connnunication  can  always  be  had  with  me  from  your  headquarters 
in  three  and  a  half  hours  across  Thompson's  Creek,  and  the  road  is 
tolerably  good.  Owing  to  the  falling  of  the  waters,  I  can  no  longer 
signalize  to  the  admiral  across  the  point.  Your  shortest  way  of  com- 
municating with  Fausse  Point  is  through  me. 

The  transports  are  all  down  here,  being  alarmed  by  the  proximity 
of  the  guerrillas,  which  they  say  are  hovering  about  Bayou  Sara.  If 
that  is  the  case,  the  road  between  you  and  Bayou  Sara  is  not  safe.  If 
you  see  no  necessity  of  protection  at  Bayou  Sara,  I  will  withdraw  the 
two  gunboats  1  now  have  there. 

I  have  no  later  news  from  Vicksburg.  As  soon  as  I  have  I  will  send 
you  the  information.  I  am  afmid  matters  are  not  progressing  there 
as  favorabl}'  as  we  could  wish,  or  we  should  liave  had  good  news  before 
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this.     The  defenses  of  Poi-t  Hudson  are,  it  seems,  far  more  formidablf 
than  any  of  US  have  imagined.     What  are  our  present  bopesof  succeasfl 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  Palmer, 

Commodt/re. 
Major-General  N,  P.  Banks, 

Cmii-mnntling  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  hefore  Port  ff-udnon. 

P.  S. — I  have  just  learned  that  a  fight  lias  ensued  between  mrt  of 
the  crew  of  the  gunboat  Arizona  and  atxjut  lOi)  aivalry  at  Pointe 
Couple.  Her  commander  nas  imprudent  euough  to  ^end  hia  sailors 
on  snore  to  engage  them.  He  loyt  seveml  men  and  had  several  taken 
prisoners. 


K«port  of  BeKr-Admic&l  Fsiragnt,  D,  E 


0  iiiiiQtiMiifiil  attaok 


Flarship  Mononoahela,  June  15, 1S63. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  communication  we  have  bad  an  assault  on  Port' 
Hudson  by  the  army,  but  in  consequence  of  some  accident  it  was  not 
successful  and  we  stand  very  much  as  we  did  before. 

General  Banks  appears  to  think  his  position  somewliat  improved, 
but  I  do  not  understand  how,  except  that  be  is  a  little  nearer. 

We  are  expending  an  enormous  quantity  of  shot  and  shell,  as  the 
tiring  is  kept  up  very  constantly.  1  shall  have  to  economize,  as  we 
are  now  reduced  to  our  last  5(K)  mortar  shell,  but  1  hope  that  the  Chief 
of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  will  forward  a  supply  as  soon  as  possible. 

In  the  navy  battery  we  have  four  IX-inch  guns;  it  is  in  cnarge  of 
Lieutenant-Commander  Terry,  of  the  Richmond,  and  officeretT  and 
manned  from  her.  Acting  Ensigns  Swann  and  Shepard  are  assisting, 
I  know  nothing  of  the  details  of  the  fight  of  Sunday  morning;  there 
was  a  terrible  cannonade  for  an  hour  or  two,  and  1  believe  that  there 
was  also  a  charge  made,  which  from  some  Accidental  cause  was  unsuc- 
cessful. As  far  as  1  have  been  able  to  ascei-tain  the  loss  was  not  great. 
Our  men  are  reported  to  be  in  good  spirits. 

We  take  a  numl>er  of  deserters  every  day,  and  they  repre-sent  their' 
food  limited  to  three  earn  of  corn  per  day  and  no  means  to  grind  it, 
with  half  a  pound  of  fresh  beef. 

They  have  about  250  head  of  cattle;  manj"  of  them  are  killed  daily 
by  the  shot  and  shell  of  the  contending  parties.  Their  ammunition  is 
also  short,  particularly  shot  and  shell;  but  as  they  husband  theirs 
more  than  we  do,  only  firing  when  we  as.sanlt  them,  and  then  use  all 
the  fragments  of  our  shell  tueycaji  collect  and  pieces  of  railroad  iron, 
they  are  likely  to  hold  out  some  time, as  wo  are  lavish  in  our  expendi- 
ture; still  I  liope  they  will  l>e  compelled  to  surrender  before  they 
can  get  reinforcements,  although  they  are  said  to  have  a  strong  force 
on  the  western  side  of  the  Mississippi;  still  we  have  the  llartfrrd  aaA. 
four  gunboats  to  keep  them  from  crossing. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  Vi.   Fahrahut, 

Rem-AfhniraJ. 

Hon.  (iiOKuN  Wellks, 

Sn-ietiiri/  oft/io  A'liri/. 


lilors 
:aken 

Port'^l 
s  not  ^^H 

>ved,  ^^1 


WEST   GULF    BLOCKADING   SQUADRON.  285 

[Signal.] 

Springfield  Landing,  June  15^  1863. 

Send  me  as  many  5-seoond  fuzes  as  you  can  possibly  spare  to  Spring- 
field Landing,  care  of  General  Arnold,  chief  of  artillery. 

E.  Terry. 
Lieutenant  Schley. 


[Slsmal.] 

June  16, 1863. 

Sir:  From  information  received,  I  think  an  attack  will  be  soon  made 
upon  my  forces  by  a  large  force  of  cavalry.  If  the  enemy  does  not 
attack  me  to-day,  I  shall  move  my  force  to  the  lower  fleet  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  a  safe  position  and  near  supplies. 

C.  H.  Sage, 
Colonel^  Commanding. 
General  Banks. 


Springfield  Landing,  June  17^  \1&6S\ 

Admiral  Farragut:  Can  vou  send  me  two  surgeons,  as  wounded 
are  coming  in  very  fast  and  1  am  short-handed? 

J.  C.  Fisher, 
Medical  Director. 

June  17. 
I  have  but  one  surgeon. 

Farragut, 

Admiral. 
J.  C.  Fisher, 

Medical  DhectoT, 


Letter  from  Mtgor-Oeneral  Banki,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear- Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  B.  Navy, 
transmitting  dispatches  regarding  deitrnction  of  yeiieli  at  Flaqnemine. 

Hdqrs.  Dkpt.  of  the  (tulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson^  June  18, 1803. 

The  following  are  copies  of  dispatches  received  at  these  quarters  at 
half  past  12: 

Baton  Rouob,  June  18,  186S, 

Captain  McCarty,  of  the  Southerner y  reports  the  Anglo-American,  Sykes,  and  two 
other  small  boats,  burned  at  Plaqueniine  this  morning.  Planter  reports  that  they 
have  2,0(H)  infantry,  5CK)  cavalry,  and  two  fieldpleces,  ami  intend  marching  on  Don- 
aldsonville.     Some  cavalrv  ax>x)eared  in  sight.     Gunboat  No.  2  has  gone  down. 

C.  W.  Drew, 

Colonel. 

New  Orleans,  June  18,  186S, 

I  have  tliis  moment  received  the  following,  and  HUfi^gest  that  gunboat  be  run  down 
to  Placiueniine  immetiiatoly,  to  shell  tlie  rebels  out: 

**D0NALD80NVILLE,  18th. 

"General  Emory:  We  left  New  Orleans  at  7  o'clock  yesterday  for  Springfield 
landing.  At  Plajjuemine  we  foun<l  the  steamers  *S'//Ay«  and  Anglo- American  on  fire. 
Negroes  reiM>rt  that  all  our  men  are  either  shot  or  taken  prisoners.     We  are  now  af 
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Donaldsonville.     Have  on  board  S50  convalescent,  mostly  unarmed.     What  shall  we 
do?    Negroes  report  500  to  1,000  rebels  at  Plaquemine. 

**M.  Clapp, 
**  Lieutenant  J  In  0)mmand,^^ 

The  convalescents  are  on  their  way  to  join  their  regiments  at  headtiuarters.    Will 
remain  for  the  present  at  Donaldsonville. 

W.  H.  Emory, 
Brigadier-Generalf  Oommanding, 

You  will  please  obtain  all  the  information  you  can  in  respect  to  this 
matter  and  send  down  a  gun!)oat  if  convenient. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Majcn*' General,  CorMnanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut. 


Order  of  Flag-Offieer  Farragut,  U.  B.  Havy,  to  Captain  Bxnith,  U.  B.  Havy,  commanding 

U.  B.  B.  MonongaheU 

Flagship  Monongahela, 

Port  Hiidsoii,  June  18,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  steamer  Monongahela  under  your 
command  down  to  Plaquemine  and  Donaldsonville,  and  give  support 
to  our  forces,  and  if  possible  shell  the  enemy  out  of  those  places. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  (i.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Captain  M.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  S,  S.  Monongahela. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Alden,  U.  B.  Havy,  oommanding 
U.  B.  B.  Richmond,  on  the  temporary  withdrawal  of  the  former  to  DonaldionviUe. 

Fi^osHip  Monongahela, 

Port  Hudson,  June  18,  1863. 

Sir:  I  find  it  necessary  to  run  down  the  river  to  Donaldsonville, 
having  heard  that  the  enemy  have  attacked  IMaquemine  in  force  and 
burned  several  of  our  army  transports.  You  will  therefore  be  again 
left  as  commanding  oflScer  below  Port  Hudson,  the  duties  of  which  I 
feel  assured  you  will  attend  to  with  your  usual  zeal. 

The  enemy  within  Port  Hudson  ha.s  reestablished  his  gristmill  in  the 
depot  })y  means  of  a  locomotive  and  I  have  directed  Commander  Cald- 
well to  throw  his  shell  at  it  when  he  fires,  but  to  fire  only  as  usual  two 
or  three  hours  at  intervals  of  five  minutes. 

I  have  also  directed  the  (lenenee  to  throw  a  few  shell,  five  or  six,  at 
it  this  afternoon. 

Very  respectfully, 

I).  G.  Farragut, 

Rrar-Adtniral. 
Captain  James  Alden, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Richmond,  liilom  Pin^i  Umhon, 
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Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  B.  Nayy,  to  Kajor-Oeneral  Banki,  U.  B.  Army, 
transmitting  reports  regarding  operations  of  the  enemy  against  Donaldson^le. 

Flagship  Mononoahela, 

Pm*t  irvd^07i^  June  18^  1863. 

General:  I  herewith  send  you  two  documents  received  from  Com- 
modore Palmer  and  Lieutenant- Commander  Cooke.  You  will  be  able 
to  give  them  a  more  correct  value  than  I  can,  but  I  do  not  believe  that 
Kirby  Smith  or  Mouton  are  there. 

The  Texas  prisoners  I  sent  3^ou  yesterday  said  they  had  not  heard  of 
any  general  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  only  knew  Colonel  Stone 
of  their  reghnent. 

I  will  send  a  vessel  down  to  Donaldsonville,  although  I  have  very 
few.  1  had  to  send  my  last  gunboat  down  to  cruise  off  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi  for  these  pirates  who  are  running  off  with  our  tug- 
lK)ats.  I  do  believe,  however,  that  all  that  affair  was  concocted  m 
New  Orleans,  and  })y  a  scoundrel  by  the  name  of  Duke,  who  was  the 
captain  of  a  vessel  we  captured  running  the  blockade  with  cotton. 
We  kept  him  as  long  as  we  could,  for  I  thought  he  was  a  daring 
scamp,  nor  would  I  ])e  sui*prised  to  find  that  the  merchants  interested 
were  in  the  secret. 

I  was  thinking  of  going  down  to  New  Orleans  for  a  few  days,  and 
leaving  Captain  Alden,  of  the  Richmond,,  in  command  here.  1  know 
he  will  do  all  that  is  rexjuired,  and  with  a  zeal  and  cheerfulness  not  to 
be  surpassed.  My  affairs  re<iuire  looking  after  below;  but  a  few  days 
will  make  no  matter.  If  you  see  any  prospect  of  being  able  to  do 
anything  this  week,  I  will  put  off  my  visit  below. 

They  appear  to  be  getting  along  well  on  the  left  in  putting  up  bat- 
teries.    If  I  can  })e  of  any  service,  let  me  know.     I  must  look  out 
for  fresh  supplies,  mortar  shell  imrticularly.     I  expect  they  are  on 
their  way,  but  know  nothing  of  them. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Fakracujt, 

Rear- Admiral. 

Major-(ienoral  N.  P.  Hanks, 

Comma ndimj  Department  of  the  Gxdf, 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Hartford, 
Wednesday  Evening,,  June  17^  1863. 

Admiral:  I  enclose  you  a  letter  just  received  from  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Cooke.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Kirby  Smith  is  in  this 
vicinity,  and,  from  reliable  source  obtained  from  Bayou  Sara  to-day, 
I  learn  that  it  is  his  intention  to  join  General  Mouton  and  capture 
Donaldsonville,  so  as  to  intercept  General  Banks'  supplies  from  New 
Orleans.  The  re})ol  cavalry,  which  have  been  hovering  m  this  neighbor- 
hood all  the  morning,  have  suddenly  disappeared  and  have  taken  the 
road  to  Grosse  Tote. 

There  was  a  x)arty  of  about  100  with  two  fieldpieces  close  by  me  this 
morningat  Waterloo,  and  I  learned  that  it  was  their  intention  to-night 
to  fire  u])on  th(^  transports  which  were  anchored  just  ahead  of  me.  I 
accordingly  have  dropped  them  down  under  my  lee,  and  my  intention 
was  to  have  shelled  them  as  soon  as  it  became  dark,  but,  on  sending  a 
scout  on  shore  late  this  afternoon  to  get  more  particularly  their  exact 
locality,  I  found  they,  too,  had  disappeared. 
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The  enemy  are  evidently  mustering  in  force  for  some  purpose, 
wliether  to  drive  our  f  riena,  Colonel  bage,  into  the  Mississippi,  and 
then  run  supplies  into  Port  Hudson,  or  go  down  to  Donaldsonville,  I 
am  uncertain,  but  one  of  the  two  is  evidently  their  object. 

The  two  cavalrymen  belonging  to  Banks,  who,  with  their  horses,  the 
Bee  has  brought  down,  I  shall  turn  over  to  Colonel  Sage  as  a  rein- 
forcement. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  AS.  S.  Palmer, 

Comnujdore. 

P.  S. — I  sent  over  to  you  this  morning  an  Irishman  who  deserted 
from  the  reliels,  and  who  cheerfully  took  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and 
the  two  Texas  cavalry  pickets  captured  by  Colonel  Sage,  whom  I 
paroled. 

[Subenclomiro.J 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Estrella, 

Affave  Mfmjama^  Jun^  17^  1863. 

Sir:  The  EatrelUi  and  Arizona  got  underway  this  morning  from 
Pointe  Cou]:)<5e  and  went  to  Morganza  to  communicate  with  the  enemy 
in  reference  to  the  fate  of  Captain  Upton's  men. 

They  were  all  captured,  12  in  number,  and  are  now  in  the  enemy's 
hands.  We  can  obtain  no  reliable  information.  They  say  that  General 
Kirby  Smith  is  below  Pointe  Couple;  that  General  Mouton  is  also  in 
this  vicinity.  Nothing  said  about  the  strength  of  their  force.  The 
Arhima  and  this  vessel  are  both  short  of  riiel,  and  are  at  present 
wooding  above  Morganza,  on  the  opposite  side. 

I  send  down  by  the  Bee  two  cavalrymen  who  came  down  to  the  bank 
and  reported  that  they  were  a  portion  of  the  rear  guard  of  a  foraging 
party  sent  out  from  tort  Huason  yesterday,  and  were  cut  off  by  the 
enemy's  cuvalry.     The  Bie  has  been  detained  wooding. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  COOKK, 
Lieutenant- Coinmanda*, 
Ck)nHnodore  ^Fames  S.  Palmer, 

U.  S.  8.  Hartford, 


Letter  fh>m  Oaptain  Walke,  U.  B.  Navy,  oommanding  U.  8.  8.  Lafayette,  regarding  the 

neeef  lity  for  docking  that  yeiieL 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Lafayette, 
Of  Mouth  of  Bed  River,  June  19,  1S6S. 

Sir:  I  would  most  respectfully  apply  to  3^ou  for  assistance.  I  have 
not  heard  from  Admiral  Porter  since  June  1, 1863,  or  Vicksburg  since 
the  Arizona  came  down.  1  am  short  of  provisions  and  meoicines. 
Some  200  contrabands  have  come  to  me  for  protection,  whom  I  was 
obliged  to  receive,  but  I  have  no  means  of  transporting  them  to 
General  Ranks,  and  I  can  feed  them  but  a  few  days  longer.  A  more 
tjerious  difficulty  has  made  its  appearan<'o,  however,  in  the*  construc- 
tion of  this  vessel,  by  placing  the  lirebed  or  ash  pan  so  close  to  her 
keelson  and  floor  timbers  that  they  are  burned  through,  or  so  charred 
through  that  she  can  not  navigate  the  river  with  safety,  and  in  the 
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opinion  of  a  survey,  |it  is]  itidii^penNably  necessary  (hat  »hc  should  be 
docked  an  »oon  as  piTLcLioahle.  As  tbc  extent  of  ttic  dHiiiage  can  not  be 
fully  ascertained  without  renioviii{;  the  firebed  and  asli  pan,  which  I  can 
not  do  while  hlockadin^r  the  mouth  of  Red  River  with  steam  up,  and 
having  no  l>oat  to  spaiv  to  send  to  Vicksbiirj'  for  relief  or  instructions, 
thi-refore,  would  most  respectfully  request  the  services  of  one  of  your 
gunboatti  to  ^o  up  the  river,  and  a  transport  to  take  the  countralmnda 
down  the  river.  I  would  ai.so  be  much  obliged  to  you  for  your 
advice  in  ray  present  extremity,  as  to  the  possibility  of  having  thia 
vessel  docked  at  New  Orleans,  the  river  being  too  low  to  attempt  to 
go  to  St.  Louis  if  Vicksburg  was  in  our  possession. 

Should  Port  Hudson  fall,  or  if  you  should  go  below,  1  think  it  would 
be  most  advisable  to  take  this  vessel  to  New  Orleans,  if  there  are  any 
means  of  docking  her  there. 

I  send  you  this  by  a  small  boat,  as  our  supply  of  coal  is  in  a  meas- 
ure cut  off,  but  am  credibly  informed  that  there  is  a  quantity  of  wood 
at  Bayou  Tunica,  (>  or  8  miles  below  this  place,  which  a  transport  could 
get.     We  have  43  on  the  sick  list. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walhe, 
Vaptaiu,   U.  S.  JVavy. 

Commodore  .Tahkr  .S.  Palhbr, 

Comrnandiii^  J'lugehip  Ihirtford. 


Klaobhip  Mononuahki^, 

DoTiMdsoninlle,  June  19,  1863. 

Dear  Captain:  J  arrivedatPlaijuemine  last  evening  about  8  o'clock. 
I  found  that  the  report  of  the  raid  upon  that  place  was  true,  that 
ttlxtut  100  of  the  Texas  cavalry  had  come  in  and  captured  some  of  the 
provost  pickets,  lost  souie  of  their  own  men,  burned  the  steamboat 
Anglo- Aiiierlciin  that  was  trying  to  get  the  Syi-es  off,  she  being  stuck 
on  the  head  of  a  pile  in  trying  to  get  out  of  the  Bayou  Plaquemine, 
and  also  a  little  iKXit  that  ran  down  the  bavou  for  cotton. 

Weaver  arrivefl  about  10  o'clock  and  snelled  them  out  of  the  town 
and  got  off  the  remnant  of  the  pickets — say  15  men — and  the  provost- 
ma  rsital. 

I  took  on  board  two  more  of  the  men  ^vho  had  been  secreted  and 
came  off  in  a  canoe. 

I  read  a  lecture  to  the  mayor,  who  assured  us  that  they  knew  noth- 
ing of  the  raid,  and  that  they  were  all  strangers  to  them.  1  then  camo 
down  to  this  place,  where  I  found  Weaver  on  hand  and  Walters;  every- 
thing very  safe,  and  very  confident  of  their  ability  to  hold  it  against 
a  large  force  until  they  can  receive  assistance  from  the  navy. 

The  moral  effect  of  our  force  gathering  about  them  so  quickly  was 
very  good  both  against  the  enemy  and  in  favor  of  the  soldiers  and 
ourseTves. 

I  met  the  Tennessee  on  her  way  up  with  ammunition  for  you  all — 300 
mortar  shell  and  your  gun  carriage  for  the  100-pound  Parrott.  As  soon 
as  you  get  all  out,  send  her  down  to  me,  so  that  1  can  arrange  my 
m^3.     I  am  still  unwell. 


1 
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Mrs.  Farragut  writes  me  that  the  report  from  Washington  direct 
is  that  Dahlgren  is  to  relieve  me  and  that  I  am  to  be  allowed  to  retain 
full  pay. 

I  hope  to  be  back  by  the  time  you  are  read}'  to  open  upon  Port  Hud- 
son with  the  new  battery. 

I  found  here  the  Time  and  Tid^.  with  ammunition  for  the  army, 
waiting  for  convoy,  and  so  1  sent  ner  along  under  the  wing  of  the 
Winona  to  see  her  past  Plaquemine. 

There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  these  cavalry  raids  are  to  disturb 
Banks.     They  had  no  cannon,  and  it  was  reported  they  had  16  pieces. 
I  send  the  tug  back  with  the  letters,  etc.     If  Port  Hudson  falls,  let 
us  know  it. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Captain  James  Alden, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  helow  Port  Hudson. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Dwight,  U.  B.  Army,  to  Captain  Alden,  U.  -8.  Havy,  urging 

the  deitrnotion  of  the  depot  at  Port  Hndion. 

•  Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Part  Hudson^  June  19,  186S. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Your  communication  concerning  the  boiler  plates  is 
received.  I  shall  have  to  depend  upon  your  workmen  to  cut  them  up. 
Will  it  not  be  better  to  keep  them  near  your  fleet  that  they  may  be 
properly  cut  there  as  soon  as  1  can  send  dimensions? 

(Jan  you  see  the  depot  in  Port  Hudson  ?  If  so,  can  3^ou  bring  [to 
bear]  some  guns  to  knock  it  to  pieces?  It  is  very  important  that  this 
shall  be  done,  for  the  rebels  get  some  corn  ground  there  and  this  morn- 
ing they  were  able  to  issue  two  days'  meal  to  the  garrison  from  the 
grinding  done  there.  I  have  no  gun  to  bring  to  bear  on  it.  I  under- 
stand the  depot  is  situated  about  100  yards  from  the  river,  rather  less 
than  more,  and  at  the  end  of  the  milroad,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases. 
Very  truly, 

William  Dwight, 
Brigadier'  General,  Commanding  Division. 
Captain  Alden, 

Commxinding  Naval  Forces  helow  Port  Hudson. 

P.  S. — That  horse  is  ready  and  will  be  sent  whenever  you  will  ride. 


Letter  from  Oommodore  Palmer,  U.  B.  Havy,  to  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  B.  Havy, 

regarding  oondition  of  ailkiri  aboye  Port  Hndion. 

U.  S.  S.  Hartford, 
Ahove  P<yrt  Hudson.,  June  ^^,  1863. 

My  Dear  Porter:  I  wish  you  would  be  good  enough  to  forward 
the  enclosed  for  me.  Walke  has  written  me  a  most  lugubrious  letter, 
a  repetition  of  which  he  will  doubtless  send  you.  Why  he  receives  and 
entertains  these  contrabands  who  are  eating  him  out  of  house  and  home, 
1  can  not  conceive.  I  have  written  him  that  the  law  which  he  so 
venerates  never  contemplated  his  rendering  his  vessel  inefficient,  and 
1  advised  him  to  send  the  negroes  who  come  to  him  down  in  their  own 
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boats  to  mc  here,  and  I  will  send  them  over  to  the  army;  neither  do  I 
nee  the  necessity  of  his  keeping  up  his  steam.  1  have  had  none  up  for 
the  last  two  months  exceptmg  when  immediately  underway. 

1  have  written  him  there  are  no  means  of  docking  his  vessel  at  New 
Orleans. 

Affairs  are  going  on  badly  here,  I  imagine,  for  we  are  all  kept  in 
the  dark;  all  we  know  is  that  Banks  has  been  severely  repulsed  in  two 
suwessive  assault<^,  both  of  whii^h  I  hear  W(»re  badly  managed,  and 
lost  (so  Alden  writes  me)  4,000  men  in  killed  and  wounded.  Banks, 
however,  informs  me  he  is  most  sanguine,  and  is  now  preparing  for  a 
more  vigorous  asstiult,  the  storming  party  all  to  l)e  picked  men  and 
.volunteers,  ])ut  1  fear  it  is  doomed  to  tlie  same  fate  as  the  others. 

We  have  had  nothing  from  Vicksburg  for  a  long  while,  so  we  con- 
clude it  is  not  going  on  bett4»r  with  you. 

1  have  sent  a  transjx)rt  up  to  relieve  Walke  of  his  contnibands  and 
refugees,  and  I  have  directed  the  Arlzojia^  though  I  can  illy  spare  her, 
as  we  are  surrounded  by  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  guerrillas  innumer- 
able, to  take  up  a  dispatch  for  you;  })ut  Walke  ought  to  have  the 
S\oitzcrhind\\\i\\  him.     We  have  neither  coal  nor  provisions.     Farra- 

Sut  has  gone  down  to  New  Orleans,  tired  of  waiting  the  fall  of  Port 
[udson.     Let  me  hear  from  vou  soon. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

fl.  S.  Palmer. 


Letter  firom  Captain  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Mfgor-Oeneral  Banki,  U.  S.  Army,  forwarding 
information  from  Bear-Admiral  Farragnt,  regarding  affairi  at  Donaldionyille  and 
Flaqnemine. 

r.  S.  S.  KiciiMONT),  Jiine'JO^  1803. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  receiv<»d  a  dispatch  from  the  admiral,  dated  yester- 
day, at  f)onaldsonville.  He  says  lie  found  the  report  of  the  i*aid  upon 
Plaquemine  true;  that  about  100  T(»xas  cavalry  captured  some  of  the 
provost  pick(»ts;  lost  some  of  their  own  men;  burned  the  steamboat 
An(fIo-Ain(  rka)*  tliat  was  trying  to  get  th<»  SijkrK  otf,  she  having  stuck 
on  a  pile  in  trying  to  g<»t  out  of  the  bayou;  a  little  f)oat  running  on 
the  bayou  collecting  cotton  was  also  sunk.  One  of  our  gunboats 
arrived  in  time  (o  shell  them  out  of  the  tx)wn  and  sav<^  tlie  remnant  of 
the  pickets  sa}^  15  men  and  the  provost  marshal;  two  more  men  of 
the  same  guard  having  !)een  st^creted  on  shore,  <'a!ne  off  in  a  canoe  to 
the  Moiumtjubrht,  The  admiral  adds  that  he  found  at  Donaldsonville 
two  of  our  gun])oats  and  a  feeling  of  security,  with  every  confidence 
on  the  part  of  our  people  of  their  ability  to  hold  the  place  against  a 
large  force  until  they  can  receive  assistance  from  the  navv.  He  thinks, 
too,  that  the  mom!  etlect  of  our  forces  gatli<»ring  about  there  so  (juickly 
was  very  good  both  against  the  enemy  and  in  favor  of  our  soldiers. 

He  hopes  to  be  back  by  th(>  time  you  are  ready  to  open  upon  Port 
Hudson  with  the  new  battery. 

The  admiral  concludes  by  saying:  ''There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind 
that  these  cavalrv  raids  are  to  distract  (icneral  Hanks.  Thev  have  no 
cannon,  though  it  was  reported  they  had  16  pieces." 

With  great  respect,  1  am,  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 
C(i})tahi  and  Senior  Xav(d  Officer  Present. 

(leneral  Banks, 

C(niiiiio)idln(f  A/'/nf/  In  fnnd  nf  Port  Ihidaon, 

N  W  R— VOL  20 16 
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[Signal.] 

June  20. 

Please  open  fire  with  your  mortars  only  at  11  p.  m.,  and  cease  firing 
at  exactly  10  a.  in.  Throw  your  shell  as  nearly  as  possible  in  the 
center  of  the  works. 

Banks, 
General. 
Admiral  Fabragut. 


[Signal.] 

June  20. 

Commodore  Palmer  is  alK)ut  to  send  a  gunboat  to  Vicksburg.     Has 
the  general  any  commands  {! 

Eaton. 
(ieneral  Banks. 


[Signal.] 

June  20. 

The  general  only  wishes  you  to  send  word  to  General  Grant  that  he 
is  confident  of  success. 

Rich'd  B.  Irwin, 
AnHutant  Adjutant- General. 
Commodore  Palmer. 


[Telegram.] 


Washington,  Junr^-^^  1863 — 3:Ifi  p,  in. 

(Received  Cairo,  9  p.  m.) 

The  Bureau  desires  you  to  send  to  Admiral  Farragut,  at  Port  Hud- 
son, with  all  dispatch,  if  there  is  any  possil)le  way  of  doing  so,  all  the 
XII I -inch  mortar  shell  that  can  be  spared  from  Admiral  Porter's 
scjuadron.  The  demand  is  urgent,  and  you  will  use  all  means  in  your 
power  to  comply. 

H.  A.  Wise, 
Acthuj  Chii'f  Bureau. 

Captain  A.  M.  Pknnock,  V.  S.  Navy. 


[Telegnini.] 

Cairo,  Juno  25^  1S63. 

I  do  not  think  shell  would  reach  Admiral  Farragut  if  sent  froui  here. 
I  presume  he  is  below  Port  Hudson. 

A.  M.  Pennock, 

FleH  Captmn  and  Commandant  <ff  Station. 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Assistant  Ordnance  Bureau,  Waskhujtoji^  D.  C. 
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Letter  firom  M^jor-Oeneral  Banki,  U.  B.  Army,  to  Captain  Alden,  U.  8.  Havy,  reqneiting 

cooperation  in  the  renewal  of  attack  npon  Port  Hndion. 

Heaix^uakters,  Department  op  the  Gulf, 

[Ju7ie],  186S. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Our  battery  on  the  left  is  ready  for  action.  The 
works  on  the  right  will  be  complete,  unless  unexpected  opposition  of 
the  enemy  occurs  Friday  night  or  Saturday  morning.  It  is  possible 
we  may  want  to  open  tire  on  the  left  this  afternoon,  in  which  event, 
or  whenever  we  open,  we  desire  the  cooperation  of  the  fleet.  Can  not 
you  move  your  mortjir  boats  up  within  short  range  so  as  to  fill  the  cita- 
del with  tire  and  enfilade  its  water  front,  the  onl^'  line  we  can  not  com- 
mand, with  your  heavy  guns?  We  have  twenty  guns,  bearing  upon 
these  works  and  ought  and  will,  I  think,  be  able  to  demolish  them. 
We  are  now  in  such  direct  communication  with  the  fleet  that  the  slight- 
est error  may  be  instantly  corrected  and  the  most  perfect  information 
conv^eyed  to  you  as  to  the  effect  of  vour  fire.  We  want  all  the  guns 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  citadel.  Our  existence  depends  upon  ariv- 
ing  the  enemy  from  the  works. 

If  you  can  not  bring  the  mortars  within  short  range,  we  should  be 
glad  to  have  two  or  three  of  them  on  land  manned  by  your  gunners,  if 
possible. 

I  am  sorry  to  convey  to  you  bad  news  from  Brashear  City.    The 

enemy  surprised  our  garrison  there  and  have  complete  possession. 

There  is  but  little  there  that  can  serve  them  in  war,  except  some  heavy 

guns.     If  our  plans  succeed  here,  as  we  hope,  their  day  will  be  short. 

Very  truly,  yours,  as  ever, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major-  General^  Commanding. 

Captain  Alden, 

Conwianding  Richtmnul^  etc. 


Beport  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragat,  U.  S.  Navy,  urging  promotion  for  the   commanding 

officeri  of  the  mortar  boats. 

No.  107. 1  *   New  Orleans,  June  26^  1863. 

Sir:  1  would  rospcM'tfully  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the 
mortar  boats  attticlKHl  to  this  s([uadron  and  now  under  charge  of  Com- 
mander C\  H.  H.  Caldwell.  I  am  most  happy  to  say  that  they  have 
been  most  ably  commanded  and  managed.  The  commanders  of  each 
of  these  boats  1  shall  urge  upon  the  Department  in  the  strongest  man- 
ner I  can  to  promote  a  step  after  their  Avt)rk  is  done  at  Port  Hudson, 
for  a  more  zealous  and  iiiciefatigable  set  of  men,  officers  and  crews,  1 
never  saw,  and  with  all  their  hardihood  it  is  astonishing  how  little  they 
have  been  injured,  although  the  vessels  are  nearly  used  up;  their 
desire  is  always  to  get  ahead  and  mine  to  keep  them  back  for  fear  of 
their  being  sunk  or  dostro^-ed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- A  dm  iral, 
Hon.  Gideon  AVelles, 

Secrdiiry  <ff  the  Navy. 
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[HiKnal.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Jmi4i.  '26^  1SG3-  Jf,:  i5  j>.  rn. 

I  would  request  that  the  mortar  firing  from  the  fleet  be  stopped,  as 
the  shells  are  bursting  in  rear  of  our  battery.     The  rifle  guuH  of  the 
fleet  are  doing  excellent  service,  and  it  is  desirable  that  their  tire 
should  continue. 
By  command  of 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Maji^r-  Ot 7/ cral^  C kftaniaiidlmj. 
Captain  Alden,  IJ.  S.  Navy, 

Com mnndln  <j  Fled . 


Bequeit  of  M^jor-Oeneral  Banki,  U.  B.  Armyi  to  Captain  Alden,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  a 

discontiniianGe  of  the  fire  ftrom  the  fleet. 

IIeadquarteiw  DeparTxMent  of  the  Gulf, 

Jniu  '26,  1863—0:30  J),  m. 

Sir:  I  would  recpiest  that  the  tiring  from  the  fleet  should  not  be 
continued  after  7:30  p.  m.  to-niffht,  on  account  of  the  workmen  in 
the  trenches,  who  will  carry  on  their  work  against  the  citadel  of  the 
enemy  during  the  night. 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major-  (rtneral,  Cowmandhng. 
Captain  Aij>en, 

Conunandhuj  Fleet, 


Letter  firom  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Alden,  U.  B.  Havy,  regarding  an 

inspection  of  Thompion*8  Greek. 

IIaktford,  Jmie  26, 

My  Dear  Alden:  I  went  down  on  the  point  yesterday  afternoon 
and  thoroughl}"  inspected  th(»  mouth  of  Thompson's  Creek  and  the 
rebel  river  front.  There  is  no  raft  thei(%  and  from  three  des(»rters 
that  cameoflf  to  us  this  morning  I  l(;arn  there  are  no  means  of  crossing 
})ut  by  swimming,  as  they  did,  under  a  heavy  tire  from  the  enemy's 
pickets. 

The  straps  were  laid  aside  for  you  long  sinc(\  The  })lack  pepper 
has  nothing  to  do  with  them.  I  intend  returning  that  when  wo  get 
our  sup])lies. 

In  haste,  yours. 

Palmer. 

P.  S. — Much  obliged  for  the  correspondence.  The  Navy,  of  course, 
arc  expected  to  do  everything.  I  can  conunand  I'htmipson's  Creek 
with  my  guns. 


Letter  from  Major-Oeneral  Banki,  U.  B.  Army,  to  Captain  Alden,  IT.  8.  Navy,  regarding 

the  fire  of  the  mortars. 

Hdqrs.  Dei*t.  of  the  (tUlf,  Nineteenth  Army  Coups, 

June  26^  1 863, 

Dear  Sir:  The  effect  of  the  guns  to-day  was  excell(M)t  and  leaves 
us  in  no  doubt  at  all  that  the  citadel  can  be  destroyed.     I'lie  premature 
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explosion  of  the  shells  endangered  the  lives  of  our  men  in  the  fort 
and  in  the  trenches.  This  is  greatly  to  be  regretted,  because  the  fire 
of  the  morUirs  is  most  destructive  to  the  enemy  if  the  projectiles  are 
well  directed.  1  hope  some  means  may  be  devised  to  make  their  fire 
effective  and  safe.  Our  pickets  arc  in  possession  of  the  mound  below 
the  citadel,  and  we  liope  to  run  our  trenches  to  the  enemy's  rifle  pits, 
and  may  perhaps  assault  the  citiidel  itself.  The  fire  will  be  sharp  and 
constant  to-night.  Our  men  are  greatly  encouraged  by  this  day's 
work.  We  shall  continue  the  fire  to-morrow  at  daybreak.  The  sug- 
gestion in  your  note  of  this  morning  is  excellent,  but  we  scarcely  have 
the  troo[)s  to  carry  it  into  execution.  With  a  sufficient  number  of 
thoroughly  traine(i,  thoroughly  disciplined  soldiers  enlisted  for  the 
war,  and  desirous  to  bring  it  to  an  end,  this  would  have  been  the 
surest  and  wisest  policy.  It  ought  to  have  succeeded  on  the  27th.  I 
send  you  copy  of  the  dispatches  containing  the  news  brought  by  the 
steamer  that  left  New  York  on  the  20th  instant.  It  is,  as  you  will  see, 
of  great  interest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major- General^  Omnnianding. 

^aptain  Alden, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Richfiinmd^  Cam.wandi'iig^  etc. 


Letter  from  Captain  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Mfgor-Oeneral  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding 

the  fire  of  the  mortars. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond,  June  S7 — S:SO  a.  rn. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  two  letters  of  to-night  are  received.  I  am  glad  to 
hear  of  the  good  results  of  our  living  last  evening,  but  regret  to  learn 
that  our  mortar  shells  were  not  more  effective.  1  have  directed  Com- 
mander Caldwell  to  eiuiuini  into  the  cause  of  their  ineffective  fire  and 
to  remedy  it  if  possible. 

The  news  from  the  North  is  interesting.  I  hope  that  Lee's  army 
will  now  be  annihilated  and  an  end  put  to  this  war. 

We  will  b(^  ready  to  open  at  daylight. 
I  am,  trulv,  yours, 

flAMES   Al.DEX, 

General  Hanks, 

Connnandriuj^  <4c. 


Beport  of  Captaiu  Alden,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  opening  of  the  bombardment. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Beloin  Part  Ihidt^mi^  June  .^7,  1H6S. 

Admiual:  Yours  of  the  2r>tli  instant  is  received.  I  have  now 
respectfully  to  inform  you  that  the  bombardment  opened  yesteixla}^ 
from  the  army  and  th(^  ships.  At  the  generaFs  request  our  fire  was 
directed  at  that  old  work,  th(^  citadel,  which  the  ships  and  mortar  ves- 
sels have  silenced  and    knocked  down  so  often.     It  was  rebuilt  and 
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made  much  stronger,  however,  while  our  people  were  building  their 
twenty -gun  battery  in  that  close  proximity.  It  is  now  one  heap  of 
dirt. 

At  about  3  o'clock,  the  army  having  opened  fire,  we  conmienced  in 
the  vessels  with  our  rifle  guns.  At  3:15  I  got  underway  in  the  Rich- 
mond^ and  when  witliin  1,700  yards  turned  her  head  to  port  across  the 
river  and  gave  the  citadel  a  broadside;  making  a  circuit,  we  came  Iwick 
and  gave  it  another.  As  we  were  al)out  to  give  it  the  third  I  received 
a  dispatch  from  General  Banks  requesting  me  to  stop  tiring  from  the 
mortars,  as  the  shells  burst  near  some  of  his  men;  that  our  heavy  rifles 
were  doing  good  service  and  it  was  desirable  that  they  should  continue. 

Thinking  that  some  of  our  broadside  guns  might  also  do  injury  to 
our  troops  by^  the  inaccuracy  of  aim  consequent  to  our  being  entirely 
enveloped  in  smoke  by  the  discharge  of  only  two  or  three  of  them,  I 
decidea  to  drop  back  again  and  finish  the  day  with  the  rifles,  hanng 
in  the  meantime  directed  the  mortar  vessels  to  cease  firing.  The 
Genesee^ 8  firing  was  as  fine  as  usual.  The  Essex  stood  up  manfully  and 
did  her  work  nandsomely.  She  was  the  only  vessel  hit,  and,  strange 
to  say,  although  the  enemy's  fire  was  for  the  most  part  of  the  engage- 
ment— which  lasted  some  four  hours — concentrated  upon  her,  was 
struck  only  three  times,  but  one  of  those  was  near  proving  fatal  to 
her.  The  shot  pa^jsed  through  her  starboard  smokepipe,  down  through 
the  deck,  through  the  coal  bunker,  ^razing  the  starboard  boiler,  down 
through  the  machinery  and  steam  pipes,  over  the  galley,  and  through 
the  wheelhouse  into  the  water.  At  the  request  of  General  Banks  we 
ceased  firing  at  7:30  p.  m. 

They  all  seem  to  be  very  much  pleased  with  the  operation  of  the 
naval  battery  on  shore,  which  you  authorized  me  to  oflicer  and  man 
from  this  ship,  witli  the  addition  of  an  oflicer  and  gun's  crew  from  the 
Essi'w,  It  had  done,  as  you  know,  splendid  service  under  the  com- 
mand of  our  gallant  executive  oflicer,  Lieutenant-Commander  Teny, 
before  you  were  called  awa\\  and  is  still,  I  am  happy  to  say,  earning 
new  laurels;  but  I  am  pained  to  add  that  at  the  gun  under  charge  of 
Ensign  Swann,  of  this  ship,  serving  in  the  new  ''twenty-gun  batterj'," 
the  captain,  .John  Williams,  was  killed  by  a  Mini^  ball,  and  3  men 
slightly  wounded.  The  latter  were  disabled  but  for  a  short  time  and 
returned  to  their  dutv  iKjfore  the  action  was  over.  The  names  of 
these  three  meritorious  men  have  not  vet  ])een  handed  me.  I  shall 
present  them  to  j'our  notice  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  beg  leave  to  say  that  in  all  this,  so  far  as 
results  are  concerned,  I  can  claim  for  the  vessels  under  my  command 
scarcely  anything,  for,  as  you  will  know  from  your  own  personal 
eflforts  at  the  previous  bombardments  of  the  place  how  difllcult  it  is 
when  the  two  opposing  forces  on  the  land  are  so  near  each  other,  say, 
from  100  to  300  yards,  for  ships  to  act  to  any  advantage  without 
injury  to  their  friends. 

With  great  respecrt,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 
Captain  ami  Senior  Ojfin r  Prrsent. 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farkaout, 

Commauding  West  Gidf  lilavhidhnj  Squad ron. 
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[Signal.] 

June  28. 

About  6,000  contrabands  here.     Please  send  a  steamer  for  them. 
Have  ceased  firing  on  account  of  troops  being  in  direct  line  of  fire. 

James  Alden, 

Captain. 
General  Banks. 


Letter  firom  M^jor-Oeneral  Banki,  U.  B.  Army,  to  Captain  Alden,  U.  B.  Havy,  reqnefting 
cooperation  to  prevent  the  eioape  of  the  commanding  general. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson^  June  W^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  deserters  are  positive 
that  upon  the  fall  of  Port  Hudson,  or  whenever  its  surrender  is  decided 
on,  General  Gardner  will  endeavor  to  escape  in  a  boat  which  they  say 
he  keeps  under  the  bank  for  the  purpose. 

Will  you  please  have  a  gooa  lookout  kept  to  frustrate  such  an 
attempt,  especially  at  night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Manor- General^  Commamding. 
By  Richard  B.  Irwin, 
As^iHtant  Adjutant- General. 
Captain  James  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding.^  etc.y  Richmcmd. 


Seport  of  Commander  Caldwell,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Ifiex,  regarding  ike 

operationi  of  the  Mortar  Flotilla.  ' 

.   U.  S.  Ironclad  Essex,  July  i,  1863. 

Sir:  On  leaving  the  command  of  the  Eaiiex  and  Mortar  Flotilla,  I 
have  respectfully  to  report  in  general  terms  their  proceedings  since 
the  regular  investment  of  Port  Hudson,  commencing  May  23.  Previ- 
ously to  this  date  the  vessels  bombarded  regularly  every  night  for  one 
hour,  varying  the  hour  eiu*h  night.  At  tiie  conclusion  of  our  bom- 
bardment on  the  night  of  May  \)  \X\k\  enemy  opened  upon  us  from  the 
outer  tield  works  facing  the  river  with  four  20  and  three  80  pounder  Par- 
rotts,  and  one  .^-incli  rittinl  gun  and  several  rifled  tieHpieces.  The  day 
before  I  direct^'d  the  vessels  to  ^^i  the  range  of  these  works,  and  the 
moment  they  opened  on  us  we  answen^d  with  reduced  charges,  throw- 
ing the  shells  with  admirable  precision  in  and  about  the  works.  The 
Ehh€x  opened  upon  the  outer  battery,  where  the  5-inch  rifle  was  placed. 
We  soon  silenc^ed  all  the  batteries  and  drove  the  enemy  from  the  works 
with  their  guns;  they  never  molested  us  again  from  this  position.  We 
killed  2  and  wounded  seveml  men  and  killed  a  number  of  mules  belong- 
ing to  the  guns. 

The  instantaneous  change  of  the  fire  of  the  mortars  with  20-pound 
charges,  throwing  the  shell  well  up  into  the  main  work,  to  7  and  9 
pound  chariifes,  throwing  them  into  the  field  works  close  at  hand,  excited 
the  ast^)nisnment  and  admiration  of  the  enemy,  which  their  officers 
very  frankly  admitted  in  conversation  with  ours. 
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From  the  23d  of  May  to  the  iiGth  of  Juno  there  followed  a  conatanfl 
succession  of  bombardments  and  artillery  tights  between  the  ,£^8fln 
and  mortar  vessels  on  one  side  and  the  rel>er  batteries  on  the  otherJ 
During  these  enffagements  we  silenced  and  d  rove  from  the  lower  workJ 
or  the  cititdel  of  the  enemy,  their  mcnand  y^uns  three  times,  Wehavff 
fired  from  this  vessel  738  shells  and  from  the  mortar  vessels  an  aggre- 
gate of  2,800  Xlll-inch  shells.  The  £**(«•  has  l>een  exposed  during  all 
this  time  t^  the  tire  of  two  X-ioch  columhiads,  two  S-inchcolumbiada, 
and  two  rifle  guns,  one  6-inch  and  the  otiier  Sinch.  I  do  not  think  it 
an  exaggeration  to  say  that  in  all  1,(X)0  shot  and  rthell  from  these  guns 
have  been  thrown  at  her,  of  which  2li  have  taken  effect  upon  her  liull 
andaevei'al  others  have  torn  her  awnings  and  windsails.  Of  the  23, 
one  shell  has  exploded  iu  her.  throwing  pieces  of  shell  aiiiund  the 
staei-age  and  pilot  house:  three  have  passed  almost  through  the  strong- 
est part  of  tne  vessel  forward,  cutting  entirely  through  the  iron  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  woodwork  ana  crushing  in  the  inner  lining  of 
oak;  three  have  raked  her  deck,  cutting  out  several  plank,  and  one 
has  passed  down  through  the  ves.sel;  the  latter,  a  10-iuch  solid  shot, 
striking  the  deck  at  an  angle  of  30  degrees  from  the  perpendicular, 
passing  through  the  starboard  smokestack,  through  the  deck,  a  pileof 
noui-ds,  a  cobI  bunker  placed  over  and  for  the  protection  of  the  steam 
drum  and  boilers,  grazed  the  boiler,  passed  through  a  boiler-plate  iron 
bulkhead,  struck  an  oak  timber  ana  glanced  aft,  passing  a  few  inches 
over  the  ateani  pipe,  a  few  inches  under  the  escape  pipe,  carrying 
away  a  small  dripping  pipe,  through  the  machinery  and  over  the 
galley  into  the  whcolhouse,  and  disappeared. 

The  effect  of  Parixitt  shell  striking  the  plates  forcibly  is  to  explode, 
mdenting  the  platejs  like  the  inside  of  an  ordinary  bi-eakfast  saucer.  All , 
solid  shotor  nfle  Ixiltw  go  through  the  plates  and  bury  in  the  wood;  aU.' 
shot  or  shell  striking  at  an  angle  have  in  every  instance  glanced  off, 
one  only  cutting  through  the  plate  and  crushing  the  woodwork;  even 
this  glanced  off  and  buried  itself  in  the  river  bank.  I  am  happy  to 
state  we  have  lost  no  men  and  have  hatl  hut  6  wounded,  and  tliose 
slightly. 

In  addition  to  the  regidar  service  of  the  vessel,  17  of  our  men,  under 
comniiind  of  Ensign  Snepai*d,  have  assisted  in  manning  the  naval  bat- 
tery of  four  IX-incb  guns  mounted  near  the  trenches  and  cooperating 
witii  the  iMitteriea  of  our  army. 

During  the  whole  of  the  bombardment  the  little  mortar  ve.ssela  have 
maintained  their  position  just  astern  of  the  Ex«ex,  exposed  to  many  of 
the  shot  that  have  escaped  this  vessel,  be.sides  others  directed  excluBiyelv 
at  them.  The  S'irah  Briien  has  been  struck  thirteen  times  in  hull, 
sparH,  and  rigging,  and  nearly  all  the  others  from  one  tu  three  timea; 
tney  have  stood  their  ground  without  flinching  or  showing  the  least 
disposition  to  drop  to  a  more  sheltered  position.  I  take  great  pleasure 
in  stating  I  have  tound  tlieir  coinumndcrs  a  most  respectable,  reliable, 
sober,  and  intelligent  sd  of  mi-n.  'i'ho  commander  of  the  Onv/trt  iM 
only  an  ensign.  1  trust  he  njay  receivr  tlif  appointment  of  master,  thm 
same  ap]>ointmentas  held  by  all  the  otlit-is.  i 

In  conclusion,  1  have  to  rej>ort  the  new  KHJ-pounder  Parrott  gun  yonj 
sent  to  this  vessel  as  the  most  extraordinary  gun  for  mnge  and  accuracy^ 
1  have  ever  seen.  The  Khort  distance  between  this  vessel  and  the  cita^l 
del  has  enabled  us  to  strike  it  fairly  nearly  every  shot,  and  bury  the' 
shell  deep  into  the  embankment,  and  at  evrry  explosion  rending  deep 


I 
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fissures  in  its  side.     The  effect  of  the  shell  has  elicited  great  praise  of  its 
powers  from  the  army  officers  serving  in  our  battery  near  the  citadel. 
Yer}'^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  B.  Caldwell, 
Commander^  U.  S.  Nmy^  Commanding, 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Qnnmander  in  Cliief  West  Gvlf  Blockading  Squadron. 

[EndorKement.] 

Forwarded  with  great  pleasure,  and  would  not  only  recommend  the 

Promotion  of  the  ensign,  Mr.  f  Enos  O.]  Adams,  but  that  they  may  all 
e  raised  to  acting  volunteer  lieutenants,  for  I  most  fully  concur  in 
all  that  Commander  Caldwell  has  said  of  the  heroism,  endurance,  and 
obstinate  determination  to  hold  their  ground  until  compelled  by  the 
commander  to  fall  back  out  of  I'ange. 

D.  G.  Farkagut, 

Iiear-Adm,iral. 
JuLY"^  3,  18G3. 


Letter  from  Major-Oenoral  Banks,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Captain  Alden,  U.  8.  Kavy,  regarding 

preparations  to  move  on  the  citadeL 

Headquarters,  etc.,  in  the  Field,  July  i,  1863. 

Captain:  I  have  your  note  of  to-day  and  desire  to  send  a  letter  by 
you  to-morrow.  We  dismounted  one  of  the  enemy's  12-pound  guns 
on  the  right,  and  it  is  reported  that  the  IX-inch  gun  was  disabled  by 
the  fire  from  the  fleet  or  the  battery  opposite.  Our  works  are  so  far 
progressed  on  the  left  that  we  can  take  tne  citadel  at  any  moment,  but 
are  not  quite  prepared  to  move  on  the  right. 
I  will  send  a  note  by  you  in  the  morning. 

1  have  the  honoi*  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  serv^ant^ 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Majipr-  Geutrral^  Commanding. 
Captain  Aldkn, 

Com  in  (in  d/nuj^  cd '. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Walke,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  advising  a 

search  for  the  U.  8.  S.  Arizona. 

U.  8.  Flagship  IlAiiXFORD,  Julg  i,  JSOJ, 

Sir:  1  think,  upon  reflection,  it  will  be  the  best  for  you  to  go  up  in 
search  of  the  Aricf^iH/,  taking  the  Jt^stnlla  with  you,  for  I  can  not 
spare  two  gunboats  and  am  afraid  to  trust  one  of  these  inefhcient  ves- 
sels up  th(^,  river  alone.  I  suppose  you  do  not  think  it  necessary  that 
two  vessels  shouhl  be  on  tlie  blockade  at  Red  River.  The  gunboats,  1 
learn,  aie  all  al)()V(*  the  falls,  and  I  do  not  see  any  object  that  any 
steamer  would  have  to  come  out.  The  KntreUa^  like  yourself,  is  short 
of  fuel  and  j)rovisions,  but  the  Arizona  nuist  be  looked  after.  I  have 
directed  Lieut (Miant-Conunander  Cooke  to  report  to  you  for  instruc- 
tions; theiefore,  tli(*  sooner  you  get  off  the  better.  General  Banks 
has  reported  to  ine  for  th(^  last  foitnight  that  Port  Hudson  would  fall 
in  a  day  or  two,  l)ut  now  I  tiiul  no  conclusions.    The  garrison  is  said  to 
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be  living  on  mule  meat,  and  of  that  they  have  not  more  than  a  week's 
store,  so  that  I  suppose  that  in  the  course  of  time  they  will  have  to 
surrender.  Vieksburg  docs  not  seem,  either,  to  be  in  a  more  hopeful 
state.  There  is  no  news  of  especial  interest  from  home,  except  the 
rel>els'  invasion  into  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania;  there  are  date-s  at 
New  Orleans  to  the  20th.  I  send  you  the  latest  Now  York  and  New 
Orleans  papers  tliat  I  have. 

The  enemy  has  succeeded  in  capturing  the  fort  at  Berwick  Bay,  with 
its  garrison,  by  the  officer  allowing  himself  to  be  surprised,  but  they 
were  driven  back  with  great  loss  in  their  attempt  to  take  the  fort  at 
Donaldsonville.  They  are  hovering  about  this  neighborhood  in  con- 
sidemble  force,  which  makes  me  think  they  will  attempt  to  capture 
our  troops  on  the  point  opposite  Port  Hudson.  I  therefore  have  need 
of  all  the  gunboats. 

Your  paymaster  went  down  to  New  Orleans  after  prov^isions  yester- 
day.    1  will  send  them  up  to  you  as  soon  as  they  arrive,  so  that  upon 
your  return  to  Red  River  3  ou  will  tind  provisions  sufficient. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

J.  S.  Pat.mer, 

Captain  Henuy  Walke, 

Coiumanduig  Blockade  at  li^'d  Rmer, 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  8.  Kavy,  to  commandixig  ofBlcers  regarding  the 

observance  of  Independence  Day. 

FiAGSiiip  Tennessee, 

Piyrt  Hudw7),  July  3,  1863. 

Sir:  To-morrow  Ix^ng  the  anniversary  of  our  independence,  the 
ships  will  display  an  American  <»nsign  at  each  masthead  and  tire  a 
national  salute  at  Ti  oVlock  m.,  foHowing  the  movements  of  the 
flagship. 

V ery  respcctf u  1  ly , 

I).  G.  Farragut, 

Raar-Adiiunth 
Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  S.  Richmond. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  Wi(;gin, 

Cwninand'ru(j  U,  JS.  Fhuj  HUamer  Tcnuo'^Hei'. 
Commander  Wm.  H.  Macomb, 

(!<iinn\andh\(j  IL  S.  S,  Irini'tsn^ 
Commander  Robert  Townsknd, 

Covintajiding  U.  S.  Ir<mclad  hssr,t\ 


Report  of  Captain  Walke,  U.  S.  Kavy,  regarding  a  shortage  of  provisions  and  a  searcli  for 

the  Arizona. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Lafayettk, 

M!mff<i<fpp!  liirrr^  Jidy  ^,  1SG3. 

Sir:  Being  short  of  provisions,  I  sent  our  paymaster  to  Commodore 
Palmer  for  some  to  last  a  few  days,  with  an  injunction  not  to  go  to 
New  Orleans.     I  receivecl  iv  letter  fiom  C-omniodon*  Talmer  by  th<» 
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Efitrella  on  the  1st  ultimo  [instant],  a  copy  of  which  1  herewith  enclose. 
I  left  the  Pltti<hur<i  and  Siichcia  to  blockade  the  mouth  of  Red  River. 
I  have  sent  about  1,000  contrabands  to  General  Banks.  Early  on  the 
2d  I  got  underway  with  this  vessel  and  the  Etitrella  and  proceeded  up 
the  Mississippi  in  search  of  the  Arizona.  On  the  way  up  we  picked 
up  some  20  contrabands  and  broke  up  all  the  small  boats  we  could  get, 
without  too  great  an  expenditure  of  our  fuel,  which  was  not  sufficient 
to  carry  us  to  Vicksburg.  We,  however,  made  out  with  difficulty 
[with]  a  supply  of  fiance  mils  to  keep  lK)th  steamers  runnin^r  until 
a)K)ut  noon  yesterda3%  when  I  received  your  communications;  but 
being  informed  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Upton  that  he  has  on  board 
the  Arizona  an  officer  of  the  Army  with  important  dispatches  to  Gen- 
eral Banks  and  that  our  provisions  were  in  the  hold  under  the  cargo 
and  could  not  be  got  out  without  much  delay,  so  that  I  could  with 
difficulty  get  but  a  few  barrels  of  bread  and  lard  oil.  The  first  inti- 
mation 1  had  of  our  stores  on  board  was  by  an  invoice  of  them  which 
had  been  given  to  our  paymaster's  clerk,  who  gave  it  to  our  executive 
officer,  and  made  known  to  me  several  hours  after  parting  company 
with  the  Arizona  and  EntrrJla^  without  delivering  such  stores  to  my 
officers  as  were  nec<\ssary  for  immediate  use. 

Being  more  than  halfway  to  Vicksburg,  and  having  left  a  sufficient 
force  to  blockade  the  mouth  of  Red  River,  I  deemed  it  best  under  all 
the  circumstances  to  come  up  here  for  further  instructions  from  you. 
I  spoke  the  LoaiHrtUe  and  brought  some  39  contrabands  from  Grand 
Gulf,  also  a  prisoiHM'  from  the  army  with  accompanying  papers.  We 
have  on  board  00  o()ntni])ands. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Walke, 
Captain^  IK  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Roar-Adniinil  I).  D.  Pouter, 

i  ^oin iiHin flimj  Misi<iss}j>jpl  Squadr(ni . 


Report  of  Brig^adier-Oeneral  Emory,  U.  S.  Army,  reqnesting  reinfcrnementi   at  Hew 

Orleans. 

Hkaix^jautkus  Dkfknses  of  New  Orleans, 

New  Orleans,  July  If,  1863. 

(ienekal:  T1i<»  ])jiroled  prison(»rs  have  come  in,  and  my  information 
is  as  nearly  positive  as  human  t(\stim()ny  can  make  it  that  the  enemy 
are  18,noo  stron^r,  and  tliev  are  fortifying  the  whole  country  as  they 
march  from  Brashcar  to  this  place,  and  are  steadily  advancing. 

I  respertfully  suggest  that,  unless  l\>rt  Hudson  be  alreacfy  taken, 
you  mn  only  save  this  citv  bv  sendin*^  me  reinforcements  immedi- 
atelv  and  at  any  cost. 

It  is  a  choice  between  Port  Hudson  and  New  Orleans. 

The  attein])t  to  raisi*  troo])s  here  is  futile.  There  are  at  least  10,000 
lighting  men  in  this  city,  citizens,  and  I  do  not  doubt  from  what  I  see 
that  these  men  will,  at  tin*  lirst  approach  of  the  enemy  within  view  of 
this  city,  be  against  us  to  a  man. 

I  have  tin*  honor  to  be,  very  rc^speclfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  11.  Kmorv, 
Brl(jadlcr-  (n nernl^  (.\inunanilhuj. 

Major-(iren(»ral  Banks, 

(  />///  /// iin dht (J  . \  in ( ft ■*  nth  .  1  /'/// //  (.  ^wjfti. 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farrag^t,  U.  8.  Kavy,  to  Commodore  Horrii,  U.  S.  Kavy,  com- 
manding at  New  Orleans,  regarding  affairs  at  Port  Hndson. 

Flaoshu»  Tennessee, 
BeUnu  Port  Hudson^  July  ^,  1S6S, 

Commodore:  We  are  greatly  in  want  of  100-pound  Farrott  shell. 
Please  send  them  up  the  moment  any  arrive.  I  see  no  way  of  esti- 
mating the  time  it  will  take  to  reduce  this  place.  They  say  the}-  are 
eating  their  mules,  but  God  knows  if  it  is  true.  The  deserters  also 
say  that  they  have  only  2,500  men  fit  for  duty.  Our  men  are  appar- 
ently on  the  top  of  the  works.  Why  they  do  not  go  in  I  can  not  tell. 
Our  vessels  can  do  no  good,  as  they  can  not  fire  for  fear  of  injuring 
our  troops.  I  know  nothing  of  the  news  below,  but  presume  by  the 
Morumgaliela  not  making  her  appearance  here  that  they  have  employ- 
ment with  the  Texans  at  and  below  Donaldson ville;  but  keep  a  good 
lookout  upon  them.  I  have  not  3'ct  seen  General  Banks.  He  sent  an 
escort  for  me,  but  I  was  too  unwell  and  had  too  much  to  attend  to  in 
getting  off  Caldwell,  and  out,  ete.,  but  will  go  up,  1  think,  to-morrow, 
if  he  sends  a  horse  for  me.  I  hope  you  celebrated  the  day  b}^  dress- 
ing the  ships  and  firing  a  national  salute. 
Ver}'^  truly,  yours, 

1).  G.  Farragut, 

Re/tr-A  dm  iral. 

Commodore  H.  W.  Morris, 

Commandviig  at  New  Orleaiia,^ 

I  hope  the  Antoim  is  off,  or  will  be  on  Monday,  and  the  Nenn  Loiuhm. 
the  next  day. 

Respectfully, 

D.  G.  F. 


Letter  from  Bear- Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-Oeneral  Emory,  U.  8.  Army, 
responding  to  a  letter  regarding  the  operations  of  the  enemy. 

Flac; -Steamer  Tennessee, 

Port  //ud.so7i,  July  5,  1SG3. 

Dear  General:  Your  note  is  duly  received.  I  understand  the 
play  of  the  rel^els  and  think  we  can  foil  thom.  1  havt^  ample  force  on 
the  river  to  keep  them  in  check.  Tliey  are  on  the  west  bank  from 
Donaldsonville  down  about  12  or  15  miles  and  a  picket  of  200  or  300 
going  down  as  low  as  Bonnet  Carrd. 

Watters  shelled  t\wx\\  the*  other  night  as  I  came  up.  1  have  two 
boats  at  Donaldsonville  and  one  below  to  convoy  the  trans])()rts. 

The  quartermaster-general  ought  to  be  very  particular  \\\  the  cap- 
tains of  the  steamers,  as  a  reb(»l  will  run  in  and  surrender  his  boat  if 
he  has  half  a  chance. 

The  soldiers  on  the  Ihrrrfll<\  I  am  told,  })ehaved  shainc^fully.  1  had 
a  long  letter  from  Porter  to-day  ])y  our  gunl)()at  Ar!::ona,  lb*  says 
it  is  reported  that  Vicksburg  will  sui-render  to-day.  They  say  they 
had  pride  in  not  surrendering  until  after  the  4th  of  Julv. 

I  shall  go  to  see  General  Banks  to-morrow.  You  nave  plenty  of 
force  at  New  Orleans — two  sloops  of  war  and  three  or  four  other  ves- 
sels there  whose  guns  are  as  good  as  ev<»r,  and  even  if  tln^r  steam  is 
not  available  they  can  shell  the  city. 
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It  is  more  irnporUint  to  have  the  gunboats  to  watch  the  rebels  on  the 
river. 

Porter  writes  me  that  they  are  phiying  the  same  game  with  them — 
trying  to  cut  off  supplies.     They  are  12,000  strong  up  there. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

^ear- Admiral. 
BrigacHer-Gencnil  Emory, 

Conunandhuj  U,  S,  Ariiuj^  New  (Mea?is, 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragnt,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Jenkins,  U.  8.  Navy,  annoonc- 

ing  the  surrender  of  VickBbnrg. 

Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 
Bclrnv  Part  llvdmn,  Jidy  6,  1863. 

Dear  Captain:  Can't  you  keep  those  good  people  still  below  and 
send  nie  back  the  Ida?  1  have  nothing  even  to  send  down  the  delight- 
ful news  that  Vicksburg  is  taken.     It  surrendered  at  10  a.  m.  on  the  4th. 

I  was  up  at  Banks'  headquarters  yesterday  and  he  thinks  they  will 
be  ready  in  a  day  or  two  to  take  Port  Hudson.  They  are  making  good 
progress.  But  between  Emory  and  Woolsey  they  keep  us  in  a  con- 
stant stew  about  these  Texans,  and  all  the  evidence  taxen  from  the 
negroes  says  that  they  say  they  are  to  harm  us  as  much  as  possible  for 
three  months,  and  that  they  must  get  their  provisions  ana  munitions 
of  war  from  us  by  capturing  the  transports  going  up  the  river,  and  1 
have  the  boats  so  arranged  that  they  can  not  do  it.  I  have  one  below 
and  one  above  and  one  at  Donaldson ville,  and  Read  in  charge  of  the 
whole,  and  I  feel  assured  that  thev  will  all  do  their  duty,  and  if  they 
do  they  can  not  tiike  Donaldsonville  or  get  across  the  river,  which  I 
do  not  believe  thoy  wish  to  do.  Still  I  will  look  to  it  particularly  and 
have  ordered  all  boats  to  be  destroyed  up  and  down  thc^  river  to  Vicks- 
burg and  Porter  dues  beyond.  I  have  also  ordered  the  lumberyard 
burned  at  Natchez.  I  was  pained  to  hear  of  tlie  murder  of  Alajor 
[Joseph  D. )  Bullen  by  one  ot  liis  men.  I  think  this  pla(!e  will  soon 
fall  now. 

Yours,  trulv, 

D.  (i.  Fakka(;ut, 

Rear- A  dm  iral. 

Captain  T.  A.  flKNKiNs, 

Flot  (^(iptaln. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

regarding  general  matters. 

U.  S.  Flagship  IIaktfokd, 

Ahore  Port  Hudson^  d^dy  6',  1863, 

My  Dear  Porter:  1  am  much  o))liged  to  you  for  your  very  inter- 
esting hotter,  also  for  the  chronicles,  and  the  list  of  your  squadron; 
moreover,  I  take  this  occasion  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  fall  of 
Vicksburg,  wliich  I  think  you  said  took  place,  or  i*ather  was  to  take 
place  yesterday,  the  5tli  instant.  I  could  have  given  you  a  similar  hope 
nearly  a  montli  ago  in  regard  to  this  place  had  1  trust<id  Banks'  assur- 
ances, but  now  I  ask  no  (juestions,  and  have  lost  all  hope. 
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I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  the  Vicksburgians  are  liviu|^  on  mulemc^t; 
the  same  story  is  current  about  the  people  here;  if  it  be  true,  that 
diet  assimilates  them  wonderfully  to  the  animal  that  is  said  to  sustain 
them,  for  to  my  mind  they  have  become  more  stubborn  and  obstinate 
than  ever. 

I  have  l)ecome  very  anxious  about  the  detention  of  the  Arizona^ 
which  I  had  spared  to  ^o  up  with  a  history  of  Walke's  lamentations, 
with  orders  to  return  to  me  at  once,  getting,  if  possible,  enough  coal 
to  bring  him  down.  He  had  been  gone  so  long  that  I  took  for  granted 
hehad  been  captured  or  sunk  by  some  rebel  battery,  so  I  was  compelled 
to  ask  Walke  to  let  a  gunboat  take  his  place  and  accompany  the 
Estrellu  up  in  search,  but  they  met  her  near  Natchez  coming  down, 
and  it  seems  that  Walke  was  anxious  to  present  his  grievances  in  per- 
son and  consequently  continued  up,  sending  a  request  to  me  to  allow 
the  Sachem  to  remain  at  Red  River  until  sfo  could  be  relieved  by  the 
Switzerland^  which  he  said  would  not  be  over  two  days. 

The  Arizimd^s  story  to  me  is  that  he  was  detained  some  days  in 
getting  28  tons  of  coal,  and  afterwai^ds  was  ordered  by  you  to  take 
provisions  down  to  Grand  Gulf  and  Red  River.  1  am  inclined  to  think 
ne  is  fond  of  loitering  by  the  way. 

What  is  Grant  sending  down  bearer  of  dispatches  to  Banks  about? 
Has  he  not  got  transports  enough  to  send  on  tnese  absurd  errands;  or 
does  he  think  the  gunboats  have  not  enough  to  do  to  be  running  up 
and  down  this  river  carrying  messages,  and  they  without  coal  and  are 
obliged  to  pickup  wood  by  the  way  wherever  they  Ciin  get  it? 

I  shall  be  obliged  to  send  this  man  back,  I  suppose,  though  1  am 
sadlv  in  want  of  all  the  gunboats  I  have. 

The  guerrillas  and  a  body  of  Texans  are  constantly  hovering  al)out 
us,  and  I  expect  nothing  else  than  that  they  will  aipture  this  small 
force  on  the  point  that  we  have  to  keep  open  the  communications 
between  us  and  the  lower  fleet. 

Farragut  has  come  up  from  New  Orleans,  where  he  left  Emory  in 
charge  of  the  city  in  a  areadful  funk  lest  the  city  should  be  captured 
by  a  Texan  army  which  has  joined  Taylor's  and  Mouton's  forces  and 
who  have  already  taken  Brashear  City  and  now  occupy  the  railroad, 
and  arc  threat<'ning  New  Orleans.  Donaldson ville  has  been  attacked, 
but  the  garrison  and  the  gunboats  drove  them  back  with  great  slaugh- 
ter. Banks'  transports  are  daily  attacked  by  artillery  and  musketry 
from  the  levees  and  are  now  obliged  to  be  convoyed. 

You  mention  in  your  letter  that  you  have  sent  me  down  a  month's 
provisions,  but  the  Arlzona^s  captain  tells  me  he  was  directed  to  give 
all  the  provisions  to  the  Loxu^ville  and  Pittshurg,  I  am  expecting 
daily  the  Lafayette's  paymaster  with  provisions  for  his  vessel  from 
New  Orleans,  but  now  1  suppose  you  will  have  enough  and  to  spare 
for  your  vessels  at  Red  River,  so  I  may  take  some  for  m\^  gunboats, 
though  I  am  expecting  a  month's  provisions  for  this  ship,  for  there  is 
no  knowing  how  long  we  may  be  detained  here. 

1  have  directed  the  Arizona  to  get  a  little  coal  and  return  at  once, 
but  if  that  coal  barge  is  ready,  to  tow  it  down  to  us  by  all  manner  of 
means. 

Alden  has  gone  home  on  two  months'  leave;  cause,  illness  of  his 
wife;  very  sad  for  the  poor  fellow. 

The  Government  has  had  the  grace  not  to  perpetrate  such  an  out- 
rage as  to  send  Dahlgren  here.     1  suppose  if  poor  Foote  dies  or  is  too 
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ill  to  relieve  Du  Pont,  he  will  be  sent  there,  but  should  he  come  here, 
I  shall  make  every  effort  to  leave  at  once. 

Smith  has  gone  home  and  Abnor  Read  has  the  Moiiongahela,  Far- 
ragut  has  got  his  flag  on  board  the  TenneMnee  (a  fast  transport). 

lie  good  enough  to  forward  the  enclosed  letters  for  me,  and  believe 
me  to  be,  ever  truly,  your  friend, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer. 

P.  S. — Jenkins  was  loft  ill  with  fever  at  New  Orleans.  I  look  for 
the  Genenil  Price  to-morrow  with  the  news  of  the  capture  of  Vicks- 
burg. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy 

regarding  general  matters. 

IIarti^ord, 
Ah(fce  Port  Iltidstm^  July  7,  1S63, 

Dear  Porter:  1  little  thought  when  1  wrote  you  yesterday  that 
your  prophecy  was  to  prove  true. 

The  Price  reached  Pointe  Couple  at  8  yesterday  evening,  where  she 
grounded,  but  1  sent  transports  up  ani  got  her  off,  and  by  7  this 
morning  she  w^as  hcMc,  but  her  coal  barge  had  sunk  in  a  s<|uall  where 
she  had  got  aground,  Init  I  have  got  her  down  at  last.  1  shall  detain 
her  a  few  hours  to  lake  back  this  confounded  aid  of  General  Grant's, 
who  has  been  loitering  at  Banks'  headquarters  for  nearly  two  days. 
1  have  signalized  her  for  him.  I  sent  over  to  Banks  and  Farragut 
at  dawn  this  morning  the  glorious  news.  I  am  very  afraid  that 
Johnston  will  get  into  Banks'  rear  before  (Trant  comes  up  with  them; 
if  so,  it  is  all  up  with  these  people  here.  I  have  been  expecting  this 
aid  e\'ery  hour  for  the  last  tnirty-six.  1  can  not  imagine  what  detains 
him.  Perhaps  they  are  keeping  him  to  announce  the  fall  of  Port 
Hudson.  I  was  very  soi-ry  to  hnirn  of  poor  Footers  death.  1  see 
Dahlgren  is  to  relieve;  Du  Pont.  Tliis  1  think  a  great  shame,  when  so 
many  deserving  ollicers  have  b(M»n  through  this  war — and  he  making 
friends  at  Washington.  I  smicely  know  him,  so  am  not  prejudiced. 
1  only  look  at  tlu^  principl<\  I  enclose  this  in  the  letter  1  wrote  3'ou 
vesterdav,  which  I  inav  as  well  send. 

1  have  just  had  a  message  from  Banks,  begging  me  to  detain  the 
Price  until  he  can  s«Mid  his  dispatches,  which  I  suppose  will  be  in  the 
course  of  an  hour. 

It  is  reported  that  the  rebel  ram  and  gunboat  ^Yrhh  is  below  the  falls 
of  Alexandria;  if  so,  she  could  run  right  over  the  Plthhim/  and 
Sac/ief/u  though  it  is  not  likely  sh«»  would  venture  down,  though  they 
have  several  transports  in  the  Atchafalaya. 

I  hope  you  will  send  something  to  relieve  [the]  Suchem  at  once.  She 
is  good  for  nothing  as  a  defense,  and  I  do  not  think  [the]  Switzerland 
much  better. 

1  send  off  the  Prlee  the  moment  I  get  General  B.\s  dispatches.  As  to 
the  aid,  if  he  does  not  make  Ills  appearance  he  may  tind  his  own  w^ay 
of  getting  up. 

Ever  truly,  your  friend, 

J.  S.  Palmer. 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Major-Oenerai  Banks,  U.  S.  Army, 

referring  to  the  snrrender  of  Port  Hndson. 

Flagship  Tennessee, 
Before  Fart  Hudson,  July  7, 186S. 

General:  I  was  aroused  this  morning  by  4  a.  m.  with  a  dispatch 
which  I  sent  you.  The  letter  of  Colonel  rlolabird  was  dated  June  30, 
but  1  will  go  down  to  look  after  this  blockade  of  the  river  below,  I 
have  four  gunboats  between  Pla(|uemine  and  College  Point.  But  1 
desired  to  stay  here  to  suggest  going  up  with  a  flag  of  truce  to-morrow 
to  demand  the  surrender  of  Port  Hudson.  They  w^ill,  no  doubt,  sur- 
render to  the  navy  more  willingly^  than  the  army  on  account  of  the 
negro  question,  and  I  thought  if  it  would  save  the  eifusion  of  blood 
it  would  be  well  to  try  it.  I  will  go  down  this  evening  and  be  up 
to-morrow  if  all  is  right  below. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Hear- Admiral. 
Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding, 


[Siffiial.] 

July  7,  1863. 

The  Ilebe  will  be  at  Ki<sex^s  berth  at  sunset.     Admiral  gone  down 
the  river.     I  follow  at  once  on  Saint  Mari/s, 

C.  Emerson, 
Acting  AmistaiU  Adjutwit-GcfieraL 
Colonel  Irwin. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Jenkins,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  aid  in  the 

reduction  of  Port  Hndson. 

Fijig-Steamer  Tennessee, 

Donaldson  rille,  July  <9,  1863, 

Sir:  You  w  ill  proceed  up  to  the  Richmond^  and  on  your  arrival  you 
will  assume  tlie  connnand  of  that  ship. 

Direct  Lieutenant-Commander  Terrv  to  turn  over  to  vou  all  unexe- 
cuted  orders  left  by  Captain  Alden.  You  will  also  assume  the  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  naval  forces  lying  there  and  continue  the 
blockade  of  Port  Hudson  and  aid  the  arm}'  under  General  Banks  by 
all  the  means  in  your  power  in  the  reduction  of  that  place. 
1  am,  very  respecttully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

liair-A  dmiral. 
Captain  Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Commanding  U,  xS'.  Naval  Forces,  Below  Port  Hudson, 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  testimonials  presented  to 
Lientenant-Commander  Terry  and  Ensigns  8hepard  and  8wann,  U.  8.  Navy,  for  efficient 
servioe  at  naval  battery. 

Hastings  on  Hudson,  Septemhtr  5,  1863, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  the  report  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Terry  and  the  testimonials  given  that  olficer  and  Ensigns 
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Sheparcl  and  Hwiiaii  for  their  energy,  zeal,  and  skill  displsijed  at  thoa 
naval  liattery  at  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson  by  the  armv  and  navy,J 
which  I  hope  will  be  placed  upon  record  for  their  future  benefit. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraqdt, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hod.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  J^avy,   Washington,  D.  C. 

[EncJoBUre.] 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Nod  Orlmng,  July  30,  1863. 
Admiral:  I  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  1 
Terry  and  two  other  letters  from  the  officer  of  the  army  charged  with  I 
the  artillery  employed  in  reduction  of  Port  Hudson.  ' 

Lieutenant-Commander  Terry  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his 
command  at  the  naval  batteries  Def ore  Port  Hudson  received  from  the 
anny  the  highest  commendations,  and  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to 
place  in  your  bands  a  detailed  report  setting  forth  the  important  serv- 
ices rendered  on  shore  by  the  navy  during  the  siege  of  that  strong- 
hold of  the  enemy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Thobnton  a.  Jenkiks, 
Gofpta 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraqdt, 

Comtna/nding  Went  O-uif  Blockading  Squadron. 


U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Bdow  Port  n-udswi,  July  JO,  186S. 

Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operation.' 
of  the  naval  battery  under  my  command,  in  position  before  Port 
Hudson: 

On  tlie  30th  Maj-,  in  obedience  to  an  order  from  the  admiral,  I  pro- 
ceeded on  shore  to  report  to  General  Banks  as  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  battery  of  IX-inch  guns.  The  latter  referred  me  to  Brigadier- 
General  Arnold,  chief  of  artillery,  from  whom  I  learned  that  the  guua 
were  at  Springfield  Landing.  After  several  days'  delay,  owing  to  want 
of  transportation,  they  were  brought  to  a  position  near  the  battery. 
On  June  4.  Acting  Ensign  R.  P.  Swann.  Master's  Mates  Cox  and 
Bourne,  and  three  guns'  crews  (51  men)  from  the  liickiiiond.ajiA 
Ensign  E,  M.  Shepard,  with  one  guns'  crew  of  17  men  from  the  &iex, 
landed  and  encamped  one-half  mile  in  rear  of  the  battery.  June  5 
shifted  camp  to  ravine  500  yards  in  the  rear  of  battery.  From 
that  date  until  June  it  engaged  in  slinging,  transporting,  and 
mounting  guns  and  stowing  magazine.  Considerable  demy  on 
account  of  platforms  not  Iwing  finished.  June  9,  11  a.  m.,  unmasked 
the  battery,  which  was  748  yards  from  the  enemy's  works,  and 
opened  fire  upon  the  latter.  Sharp  musketry  fire  in  reply  from 
the  enemy.  Continued  firing  all  day  at  mtervals  of  2i  min- 
utes, and  all  night  at  intervals  of  Hve  minutes.  June  10,  firing  all 
day;  dismounted  one  of  the  enemy's  guns.  Enemy's  sharpshooters 
somewhat  troublesome.     On  the  12th  instant  set  fire  to  some  o'  "■■" 
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buildings  within  their  lines,  tiring  slowly  all  night  and  rapidly  at  day- 
light. On  the  18th  firing  all  night  at  mteiTals  of  ten  minutes.  At 
11  a.  m.  artillery  opened  all  along  their  lines,  firing  rapidly  for  one 
hour.     At  meridian  General  Grover  demanded  the  surrender  of  the 

Slace;  a  refusal  was  the  reply.  At  5  p.  m.  dismounted  a  light  gun. 
^n  the  14th  instant,  at  2  a.  m.,  opened  a  heavy  artillery  fire  all  along^ 
the  line,  after  which  an  unsuccessful  attack  was  made  by  the  infantry; 
disabled  a  light  gun.  On  the  15th  and  16th  firing  slowly;  I7th  no  fir- 
ing; flag  of  truce.  On  the  18th  firing  briskl}^  all  day;  removed  one 
Sun  to  a  battery  on  the  left;  sent  Mr.  Swaun  to  take  cnarge  of  it,  Mr. 
•ourne  accompanying  him.  Occasional  gun  fired  from  the  battery  on 
the  right,  but  no  rapid  or  continued  firing  subsequent  to  this  date.  On 
the  25th  the  battenr  on  the  left  openea  fire  on  the  enemy's  works. 
About  3:80  p.  m.  cfohn  Williams,  8d,  seaman,  was  mortally  wounded 
and  John  McNelley  and  William  Kelcher  slightly.  On  the  27th 
another  IX-inch  gun  was  removed  from  the  right  battery  to  the  left. 
At  5  p.  m.  William  Kelcher,  stationed  in  the  left  battery,  was  severely 
wounded.  On  the  28th,  at  10  a.  m.,  the  battery  on  the  left  opened  fire; 
the  rebels  replied  with  two  heavy  guns;  29th,  firing  slowly  all  day,  the 
enemy  replying  with  two  heavy  guns.  June  30,  July  i,  2,  3,  firing 
at  long  intervals.  On  the  25th  I  received  orders  from  Captain  Alden 
to  return  on  board  to  take  charge  of  the  ship,  the  latter  going  north 
on  leave  of  absence.  On  the  evening  of  the  2d  turned  ovei:  the  com- 
mand of  the  battery  on  the  left  to  Mr.  Swann  and  the  battery  on  the 
right  to  Mr.  Shepard.  The  two  guns  transferred  to  the  left  were 
placed  in  a  seventeen-gun  battery,  340  yards  from  the  enemy's 
works,  commanded  by  an  oflicer  of  tne  regular  United  States  artillery, 
but  at  Captain  Alden^s  request  I  still  maintained  a  supervision  over 
all  the  guns  manned  by  seamen,  visiting  the  battery  on  the  left  every 
day.  The  battery  on  the  right  was  on  the  right  of  the  center  (Gen- 
eral Augur's  command).  The  officers  rendered  me  every  assistance  in 
their  power,  especially  Messrs.  Shepard  and  Swann,  the  latter  display- 
ing the  same  zeal,  energy,  and  fearlessness  which  has  characterized 
his  conduct  in  every  action  on  board  this  vessel.  I  would  also  recom- 
mend to  your  favorable  notice  Acting  Master's  Mate  Edmund  L. 
Bourne,  who,  although  but  a  short  time  on  board  of  a  man-of-war, 
render^  most  valuable  assistance  in  mounting  guns,  and  afterwards 
in  directing  their  fire.  Mr.  Swann,  with  whomDe  was  associated  on 
the  left,  speaks  of  his  services  as  invaluable.  The  men  as  a  body,  with 
a  very  few  exceptions,  which  were  sent  on  board  the  ship,  behaved  in 
the  most  creditable  manner,  working  on  two  or  three  occasions  all  day 
and  night  without  a  murmur,  although  some  of  the  work  which  we 
were  oblijged  to  do  we  expected  would  be  completed  before  our  arrival. 
One  of  the  gun  carriages  in  the  battery  on  tne  left  was  struck  on  the 
breast  and  forward  axletree  fourteen  times  by  musket  balls,  showing 
the  accuracy  of  the  enemy's  fire. 

Mr.  Swann  reports  that  subsequent  to  the  2d  of  July  there  was  no 
firing  of  consequence. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edwd.  Terky, 
Lieutenant' C(nnmander^  U,  8.  Navy, 

Captain  Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Commanding  Bicknumd. 
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Office  Chief  of  Abtii4LEbt, 
Hdqrs.  Deft,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Arkt  Corps, 

Part  Hudson^  July  10, 1863. 

Sir:  Upon  the  return  to  you  for  duty  of  the  detachment  from  the 
naval  forces  which  has  assisted  in  the  reduction  of  Port  Hudson,  I  am 
requested  by  Brigadier-General  Arnold,  chief  of  artillery,  to  express 
to  you  his  thanks  and  to  acknowledge  the  service  rendered  by  the 
naval  battery  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Coomiander  Terr^  and 
Ensigns  Shepard  and  Swann.  Their  duties  were  discharged  with  the 
most  distinguished  zeal  and  skill,  and  they  have  gained  a  right  to  the 
thanks  of  the  army. 

The  commanding  general  will  be  most  happy  to  convev  through 
you  to  these  officers  these  expressions,  and  the  chief  of  artillery  takes 
pleasui*e  in  acknowledging  his  obligation. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Arnold,  chief  of  artillery: 
I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

S.  iS.  Newbury, 
Captain,  12th  InfoAfitry,  Amstant  Chief  ArtiUery. 

Officer  Commanding  Naval  Forces  below  Port  Hudson. 


Office  Chief  of  Artillery, 
Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Port  Hudson,  July  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  brigadier-general,  chief  of  artillery  of 
this  army,  to  express  to  you  his  thanks  for  the  eminent  services  of 
yourself  and  command  during  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson. 

It  was  your  fortune  to  occupy  for  many  days  the  most  prominent 
position  among  the  batteries,  and  the  skill  and  efficiency  with  which 
your  guns  were  served  merits  and  receives  through  tnis  office  the 
thanks  of  the  army. 

Nothing  more  tnan  the  naval  battery,  and  none  of  the  guns  of  that 
battery  more  than  your  own,  has  contributed  to  the  successful  termi- 
nation. 

From  the  time  that  you  assumed  command  of  the  naval  forces  on 
shore  to  this  day,  your  promptitude,  zeal,  and  value  have  been 
marked;  your  fire  has  been  most  eflfective,  and  the  conduct  of  your 
whole  command  bejoud  praise. 

By  order  of  brigadier-general,  chief  of  artillery: 
I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

S.  S.  Newbury, 
Captain,  12th  Infantry,  Assistant  Chief  Artillery. 

Acting  Master  R.  P.  Swann,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  Captain  Jenkins,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Swann,  V.  S.  Kavy,  making  enqiiirj 
regarding  the  return  of  men  and  mat^iel  from  naval  battery. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond,  July  8,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  confer  with  the  commanding  oflScer  of  the  army  in 
whose  brigade  or  division  the  naval  battery  in  which  you  are  serving 
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is  placed,  and  ascertain  when  the  men  and  materiel  belon^ng^  to  this 
ship  and  fleet  can  be  returned  from  duty  on  shore.    I  am  desirous  that 
the  officers  and  men  be  returned  to  their  respective  vessels  with  the 
least  possible  delay. 
RespectfuUy, 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Acting  Master  R.  P.  Swann,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Before  Port  Hudson, 


[Signal.] 

July  7 — 11  a.  m. 

I  am  detaining  the  General  Price  here  to  take  Colonel  Smith  bock 
to  Vicksburg.    If  he  intends  returning,  pray  send  him  at  once. 

Palmer, 

Commodore. 
General  Banks. 


General  Banks  is  writingf  dispatches  to  General  Grant,  which  I  will 
send  in  a  few  moments.     Colonel  Smith  remains  here. 

RiCHD.  B.  Irwin, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 
Conunodore  Palmer. 


Letter  from  Migor-Ctoneral  Banki,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragnt,  V.  8.  Kavj, 
regarding  appointment  of  a  commission  to  arrange  terms  of  surrender. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  ILtdson^  July  <S,  1863, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  General  Gardner  has 
offered  to  surrender,  and  that  at  his  reauest  a  commission,  to  consist 
of  three  officers  designated  by  me,  will  meet  a  similar  commission 
on  his  part,  at  our  lines  at  9  a.  m.  to-day,  to  draw  up  the  terms  of 
surrender. 

1  have  directed  that  active  hostilities  shall  entirely  cease,  until  fur- 
ther orders,  for  this  purpose. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  F.  Banks, 
Major-  General^  Comm  an  ding. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navt, 

Commanddng  Lower  Fleet, 


Letter  from  Sear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Kavy,  to  Bear-Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  8.  Navy, 

referring  to  operationi  againit  Port  Hudson. 

U.  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 
Flagship  Black  Ilawk^  July  8,  1863. 

Dear  Admiral.:  The  Price  got  off  a  little  sooner  than  I  (expected 
the  other  day,  and  the  letter  I  intended  to  send  you  did  not  go. 
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I  i^hould  have  gone  down  immediately  with  a.11  the  appliances  of  war 
and  offered  my  services,  but  a  feeling  of  delicaej'  preventeti  my  going 
to  help  take  a  place  that  was  already  banging  by  tae  eyelids. 

I  know  that  you  would  not  suspect  me  of  attempting  to  steal  any  of 
your  thunder,  but  there  are  many  good  Christians  who  are  apt  to  put 
improper  construcliouB  on  men's  motives. 

I  knew  that  Port  Hudson  would  either  surrender  in  a  few  days  or 
holdout  longer  than  anticipated.  If  the  first  occurred,  my  services 
would  not  be  needed;  if  the  latter,  there  would  he  plenty  of  time  to 
notify  me,  so  all  you  have  to  do  is  to  tell  me  just  what  you  would  like, 
and  you  will  liave  it  done. 

Thank  Heaven  this  nut  is  cracked,  and  a  hard  one  it  was.  If  those 
fellows  had  been  properly  supplied  with  provisions  and  had  never  left 
Vicksburg  to  go  fighting  on  the  Black  Kiver,  they  would  have  kept 
out  all  the  armies  and  navies  in  the  United  State)*.     You  have  no  idea 
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of  the  strength  of  the  place,  nor  could  you  form  one  without  seeing  it. 

I  haye  sent  to  Cairo  for  all  kinds  of  ammunition,  and  will  soon  be 
well  supplied.  I  started  this  bombardment  with  l-t  mortar  boats,  and 
after  fortj'-tivo  days'  bomlmrdment  have  6  remaining.  Some  sank; 
others  were  shattered  by  the  firing.  Those  6  are  in  pretty  good  order, 
and  I  will  bring  them  down  if  you  desire  it.  I  intend  to  anchor  them 
above  Natchez  anyhow, 

.     We  ai-e  having  a  lively  time  up  the  river  with  guerrillas  and  Price's 
army,  but  the  gunboats  whip  them  out  on  all  occasions. 

The  rebels  came  near  getting  Helena  the  other  day.  Fifteen  thou- 
sand men  attacked  it.  They  got  possession  of  the  forts  and  held  them 
four  hours.  The  gunboats,  however,  got  up  in  good  time  from  a  short 
distance  below,  and  after  a  hard  tight  succeeded  in  dislodging  the 
rebels,  killing  a  great  number  and  enabling  the  army  to  capture  900 
prisoners, 

The  army  would  all  have  been  gobbled  up  but  for  the  gunboats. 

1  am  looking  hourly  for  the  Prive^  hoping  she  will  bring  me  news 
of  the  fall  of  Port  HuHson. 

My  kind  regards  to  Jenkins,  and  believe  me, 
Yours,  very  truly,  ete., 

David  D.  Poeteh, 
Sear- Admiral,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Admiral  Fakkagot. 


Hdqrs.  Deft,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Pwt  Jluthim,  July  8,  1863—6  a.  m. 
Sir:  General  Gardner  has  made  known  his  willingness  to  surrender, 
and  officers  meet  at  9  a.  m.  to  agree  upon  terms.  An  unconditional 
surrender  will  be  required.  It  is  important  that  our  troops  in  force 
should  first  carry  the  news  to  New  Orleans.  I  congratulate  you  upon 
the  freedom  of  the  Mississippi. 

Very  truly,  yours,  N.  P.  Banks, 

Maj(rr- General,  Commanding. 
Admii-al  D.  G.  Farragdt, 

Commanding  Fl-eet,  etc. 
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Letter  from  Ki^or-Oeiieral  Banks,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Bear-Admiral  Farrafat,  V,  B.  Va^, 
regarding  the  withdrawal  of  the  gnnboati  to  Berwiek  Bay. 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Gulf.  Nineteenth  Abmt  Cobps, 

Before  Port  Hudmn^  July  5,  186S. 

My  Dear  Sir:  To  intercept  the  rebel  force  now  infesting  the  river 
and  the  La  Fourche  country,  it  is  necessarv  that  the  e^nboats  should 
move  at  once  to  Berwick  Bay.  All  the  light-draft  boats  should  be 
ordered  down  at  once — the  Arizona^  Eatrella^  HoUyhock^  Calhoun^  and 
Sachem.  I  hope  Captain  Wiggin  and  Captain  Perkins  may  be  put  in 
command,  as  they  know  the  localities  and  are  energetic  in  action.  If 
the  boats  can  proceed  to  the  bay  at  once,  we  shall  intercept  and  capture 
the  force.  Our  troops  move  at  6  o'clock  for  Donaldsonville,  and  we 
shall  press  them  with  all  vigor.  Please  inform  me  if  it  is  possible  to 
accomplish  this.  If  we  cut  off  this  army,  no  other  troops  can  be  raiHed 
south  of  Red  River. 

Port  Hudson  surrendered  to-day,  substantially  without  conditions. 
We  shall  be  compelled,  however,  to  parole  the  greater  part  of  the  men. 
They  call  for  6,000  rations.  The  ceremony  of  rendition  takes  place  at 
7  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours,  N.  P.  Banks, 

Major-  Genei^al^  Connnanding. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Ooinmianding  FUet^  etc. 


[Signal.] 

July  8,  [1863]— 12  m. 

You  have  authority  to  pass  down  by  Port  Hudson  whenever  you 
please.  Please  order  our  transports  to  go  to  Point  Pleasant  Landing 
to-niffht.  The  general  requests  you  to  keep  one  gunboat  above  to 
watch  the  place  and  the  river  to-night,  and  to  place  one  at  his  disposal 
to  take  dispatches  to  Yicksburg. 

Rich'd  B.  Irwin, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oenerdl. 

Commodore  James  S.  Palmer,  Hartford, 


[Signal.] 

July  8 — p.  m. 

Port  Hudson  has  surrendered,  and  will  be  formerly  turned  over  to 
us  at  7  o'clock  to-morrow  morning.  Please  keep  a  bright  lookout 
to-night. 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major-  Oene7*al. 
Commodore  Palmer,  Hartford. 


[Bigiial.] 

July  8, 1863. 

Bands  will  play,  and  we  shall  fire  a  salute  of  one  hundred  guns  from 
right  to  left  at  noon;  will  be  glad  to  have  you  participate. 

N.  P.  Banks. 
Admiral  Farbagitt. 
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U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Pcn-t  Hudam,  JvJy  9,  J86S. 

Admteal:  On  my  arriva!  here  yesterdaj'  raorniiig  I  found  the  £s8sai 
taking  in  coal,  and  shortly  after  I  received  a  request  from  the 
army  headquarters  to  furnish  convoy  for  a  transport  with  troops 
for  Donaldson ville.  I  directed  Commander  Townsend  to  proceed 
at  once  with  the  iMea-  to  Baton  Rouge,  continue  on  bis  arrival  at  that 
place  filling  up  his  coal  until  the  arrival  of  the  transport,  and  then  to 
proceed  to  Donaldsonville,  and  in  case  be  did  not  fall  in  with  you. 
to  proceed  to  Madam  Winchester's  plantation  and  the  vicinity,  and 
drive  the  enemy  from  his  position  under  the  levee  and  afford  all  the 
assistance  in  bis  power  to  vessels  passing  up  and  down  the  river.  At 
9:56  a.  m.  yesterday,  I  received  the  dispatch  from  Gteneral  Banks 
dated  at  5  a.  m.  of  that  day,  which  1  sent  to  you  by  the  Essex,  inform- 
ing you  that  commissioners  had  been  appointed  to  meet  at  9  a.  m.  of 
that  day  to  agree  upon  t^rnis  for  the  surrender  of  Port  Hudson.  You 
will  not  fail  to  ob.scrve  that  no  invitation  was  given  to  the  navy  to 
participate,  either  in  the  preliminary  arrangoments  for  the  occupation 
of  that  place  or  in  itu  formal  uurrender.  Had  the  dispatch  of  General 
Banks  been  received  in  time  to  have  exchanged  communications  with 
him  on  the  subject,  I  would  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  have  insisted  that 
one  of  the  commissioners  to  make  arrangements  for  the  surrender  of 
the  place  should  be  a  navy  officer  of  mnk,  to  represent  you  and  your 
fleet.  I  send  by  the  iVW  London,  Lieutenant-Commander  Perkins, 
two  dispatches  from  General  Banks,  addressed  to  you,  and  received 
by  me  at  midnight  last  night.  I  shall  show  them  to  Commodore 
Palmer,  as  I  observed  the  Hartford  coming  down,  before  transmitting 
them  to  you.  As  all  the  vessels  capable  of  getting  into  Berwick  Bay 
[are]  now  above  Port  Hudson,  1  suggested  to  General  Banks,  in  reply, 
that  he  sbould  intimate  bis  desires  to  Commodore  Palmer. 
I  am,  very  respectfully 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Fabbagut, 

Comdg.   West  6vZf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  3fis»ias^tpi  River. 


New  York,  Ap7-il  6,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  of  the  military  opera- 
tions of  my  command  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf  in  1862,  1863, 
and  1864. 

[FSi^iary,  1863}. — During  these  operations  on  Bayou  Plaquemine 
and  the  Atcbafalaya  news  was  received  of  the  capture  by  the  enemy 
of  the  steamers  Queen  ofilte.  West  and  J)e  Soto,  which  had  run  past  the 
batteries  at  Vicksburg.  This  event  was  deemed  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance by  Admiral  Farragut  to  demand  the  occujiation  of  the  Mississippi 
between  Port  Hudson  and  Vicksburg,  by  running  the  batteries  on  the 
river  at  Port  Hudson,  in  order  to  destroy  Uiese  boats  and  cut  off  the 
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enemy's  communication  by  the  Red  Rivor  witli  Vickshurg  and  ] 
Hudson,  tlius  atcomplishing  by  a  swifter  course   the  object  of  oui 
cammign  west  of  the  river. 

The-  army  was  called  upon  to  make  a  demonstration  against  the  f 
tifications  at  Port  Hudson,  while  the  fleet  should  run  the  oatteries  up 
the  river.  All  the  disposable  force  of  the  department  was  moved 
Batoti  Rouge  for  this  purpose  earl  v  in  March, 

On  March  13  the  troops  movea  out  to  the  rear  of  Port  HudsoDj 
about  12,000  strong.  The  pickets  of  the  enemy  were  encounters 
near  Baton  Rouge,  and  a  considerable  force  in  the  vicinitv  of  Po_ 
Hudson,  which  was  ouickly  driven  in.  The  army  reached  the  rear  o 
the  works  on  the  nignt  of  the  14th,  and  made  a  demonstration  as  f 
an  attack  on  the  works  the  next  morning. 

The  arrangement  between  the  admiml  and   myself  was  that  the  ' 
passage  of  the  batteries  by  the  navy  should  be  attempted  in  the  gray 
of  the  morning,  the  army  making  a  simultaneous  attack  on  the  6rti- 
lications  in  the  rear;  but  affairs  appearing  to  be  more  favorable  to  the 
fleet  than  was  anticipated,  the  object  was  accomplished  in  the  evenio^J 
and  during  the  night  of  the  14th.     Naval  history  scarcely  presents  %■ 
more  brilliant  act  than  the  jmssage  of  these  formidable  batteries. 

On  the  13th  [April]  we  had  advanced  within  4<Xi  yards  of  his  works,  • 
on  both  sides  of  the  Bayou  Teche.  driving  him  to  his  fortiHcations  and  1 
destroying  the  gunboat  Diana,  which  he  had  captured  from  us  a  short  \ 
time  before.     *     •     *  J 

Elarlv  on  the  following  morning  [April  15],  the  balance  of  the  i 
enemj^'^s  forces  evacuated  Fort  Bisland.  •  •  *  'fhe  gunboats  in  I 
the  meantime  had  encountered  the  steamer  ^Met/ti;/"  Me  ire*;^  on  Grand  I 
Lake,  destroying  her,  and  capturing  her  officers  and  crew.  1 

We  reached  Opelousas  April  20,  the  enemy  retreating  toward  Alex-  I 
audria  in  disorder  and  destroying  the  bridges  in  his  flight.  The  same  ' 
day  the  gunboats,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P. 
Cooke,  assisted  by  four  companies  of  infantry,  captured  the  works  at 
Butte -3- la- Rose,  which  coutained  two  heavy  guns  and  a  Itirge  quantity 
of  ammunition  and  was  garrisoned  by  a  force  of  60  men,  all  of  whom 
were  captured,     *     •     "^ 

On  Amy  2  we  established  communication  with  Admiral  Farragut  at  | 
the  rnoutli  of  Red  River,  through  the  Atehafalaya.  by  the  gunboat 
Arizona,  Captain  Upton,  commanding,  accompanied  by  Captain  R.  T. 
Dunham,  of  my  staff.     *    *    * 

While  at  Brashear  City  I  had  received  a  dispatch  from  Admiral 
Farragut,  by  Mr.  Ciabaudan,  his  secretary,  informing  me  that  Gen- 
eral tirant  would  send  20,000  men  by  May  1  through  the  Tensas, 
Black,  and  Red  rivei-s,  for  the  purjMse  of  uniting  with  us  in  the 
reduction  of  Port  Hudson.     *     *     » 

The  cooperation  of  the  fleet,  under  liear-Admiral  Farragut,  on  the 
waters  west  of  the  Mississippi,  as  well  as  at  Port  Hudson,  was  har- 
monious and  effective  and  contributed  greatlv  to  the  success  of  our 
arms.  A  battery  of  heavy  guns  was  establisued  in  the  rear  of  the 
works  by  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy,  the  fire  of  which  was  most 
constant  and  effective.     [Siege  of  Port  itudson,  May-.Tune,  18fi3]. 

*  *  *  By  means  of  signals  and  telegraphs  a  perfect  communi- 
cation was  maintained  at  all  times,  night  and  day,  oetween  the  fleet 
and  the  army  and  with  the  different  portions  of  the  army 
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The  rebels  admitted,  after  the  siege,  that  they  had  lost  in  killed  and 
wounded  during  the  siege,  610  men:  but  they  underrated  the  number 
of  prisoners  and  guns  they  surrendered,  and  their  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  was  larger  than  admitted  by  them.  It  could  not  have  been 
less  than  800  or  1,000  men.  Five  hundred  were  found  in  the  hospitals. 
The  wounds  were  mostly  in  the  head,  from  the  fire  of  sharpshooters, 
and  verjr  severe.     *    *    * 

The  siege  lasted  forty-five  days,  of  which  twenty-one  days  was  inces- 
sant and  constant  fighting.  It  was  conducted  constantly  with  a  view 
to  the  capture  of  the  garrison  as  well  as  the  reduction  of  the  post. 

When  the  proposition  of  General  Gardner  to  suspend  hostilities 
with  a  view  to  consider  terms  of  surrender  was  received  there  were 
6,408  officers  and  men  on  dut}''  within  the  lines,  2,500  in  the  rear  of 
the  besieging  forces  and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  opposite  Port 
Hudson,  and  12,000  men,  under  Generals  Green  and  Taylor,  between 
Port  Hudson  and  Donaldsonville,  who  had,  by  establishing  their  bat- 
teries on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  eflfectually  cut  oflF  our  communi- 
cation with  New  Orleans,  making  21,000  men  actively  engaged  in 
raising  the  siege  at  the  time  of  its  surrender. 

1  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banes, 
Major-  General  of  Vblurvteera. 

Secretary  of  War, 

Washington^  D.  C, 


Report  of  Colonel  Miles,  G.  8.  Army,  regarding  the  bombardment. 

On  the  Field,  May  ^^^  1863. 

I  beg  leave  to  report  that  no  attack  or  menace  has  been  made  on 
my  line  to-dav.  Toe  shelling  from  guns  and  mortars,  however,  has 
been  extraordinarily  furious,  and  I  regret  to  say  that  3  men  have  been 
killed  and  3  others  slightly  wounded  by  them.  The  casualties  occurred 
in  Major  Anderson  Merchant's  battalion. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

W.  R.  Miles, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Report  of  Lieatenant-Colonel  Be  Ok>arna7,  Twelfth  LoniBiana  ArtUIery  Battalion,  of  opera- 
tions May  24-Jnl7  2. 

Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Heavy  Batteries, 

Port  Hudson,  May  ^,  1863. 

Colonel:  During  the  two  hours  and  a  half  bombardment  by  the 
enemy's  mortar  and  gunboats,  the  batteries  of  this  command  fired 
twenty-four  shots  with  little  effect,  being  at  very  long  range.     Oner 
the  shots  from  Captain  W.  B.  Seawell's  battery  struck  the  Monongi 
hda  in  the  bow.     Our  batteries  were  struck  many  times,  but  wil 
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no  damage.    The  gan  carriage  at  Battery  10  was  slightly  injured,  b 
not  enough  to  disable  it.     *    *    * 

I  am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  F.  De  Goubnat,  ^ 
LieutenarU'Cclond^  Commomding. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  M .  J.  Smith, 

Chief  of  Hea/oy  Artillery. 


B«port  of  Oolonel  ICUei,  0.  B.  Army,  regarding  the  reqneit  for  a  tmoe  firom  M i^Jor-Oeaind 

Banks,  V.  8.  Army. 

On  the  Field,  May  28^  1863. 

The  enemy  opened  his  accustomed  cannonade  at  an  early  hour  this 
morning,  the  mortar  fleet  and  gunboats  below  chiming  m,  and  for 
some  time  shell  and  solid  shot  fell  thick  along  the  line.  Between  10 
and  11  o'clock  I  received  notice  that  Major-General  Banks  had  asked 
for  a  truce  to  allow  him  the  opportunity  to  bury  his  dead  and  care  for 
his  wounded,  who  covered  the  ground  where  the  fights  occurred  yes- 
terday. 

1  am,  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Miles, 

Colonel^  etc. 
Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeiieral. 


Beport  of  Lientenant-Oolonel  Be  Oonmay,  G.  8.  Army,  regarding  conUnned  aetion. 

Headquartebs  Left  Wino,  Heavy  Batteries, 

Port  Hudson^  May  29,  1863. 

Colonel:  I  had  the  Parrott  gun  and  the  rifled  24-pounder  trailed 
and  pointed  yesterday,  and  bearings  marked  so  that  they  could  be 
directed  at  the  mortar  boats  during  the  night.  At  11:30  tne  mortars 
commenced  bombarding,  when  our  guns  replied,  firing  at  the  flash 
deliberately  and  slowly.  We  fired  in  all  19  shots,  and  this  morning 
the  mortar  fleet  is  below  the  point,  having  fallen  back  during  the  dark- 
ness that  preceded  daybreak.  I  owe  this  result  in  great  part  to  the 
excellent  management  of  Lieutenant  L.  A.  Schirmer,  whom  I  nad  placed 
in  charge  of  the  Parrott  gun.  During  the  fight  the  bursting  of  a  bomb- 
shell in  the  rear  of  the  battery  wounded  3  men  of  Company  D,  Twelfth 
Louisiana  Battalion;  1  seriously.  No  damage  to  the  wortcs. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  F.  De  Gournat, 
Lieutenant'  Colonel,  Commanding  Left  Wing,  Hea/vy  Batteries. 

Lieutenant>Colonel  M.  J.  Smith, 

Chief  of  Heavy  Artillery. 
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Report  of  Colonel  MUet,  0.  8.  Army,  regardliig  continued  bombardment 

On  the  Field,  May  30^  1863. 

During  last  night  the  fleet  shelled  us  without  intermission,  but  with- 
out result.     We  have  only  been  fired  at  during  the  day  by  a  few 
skirmishers.     No  one  hit.     It  is  the  first  day  of  calm  since  the  24th. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

W.  R.  Miles. 
Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Am^tant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 


Report  of  Colonel  MUes,  0.  8.  Army,  regarding  oontinned  action. 

On  the  Field,  May  31, 1863. 

This  morning  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  deployed  in  front  of  a  part 
of  my  lines  under  cover,  opened  an  irregular  fire,  which  has  been  Kept 
up  all  day.  The  cannonaae,  directed  at  my  redans  and  an  attempted 
enfilade  of  the  works,  has  been  quite  vigorous  at  times,  never  entirely 
ceasing.  About  4  o^clock  this  evening  the  fleet  below  commenced 
shelling  furiously  and  kept  it  up  two  hours  and  a  half. 

Last  night  the  fleet  snelled  us  from  11  o'clock  until  sun-up  this 
morning,  all  this  resulting  in  wounding  one  man.  I  have  sent  200 
men  to  relieve  that  number  of  Colonel  fl.  G.  W.]  Steedman's  men  on 
the  left.  Since  their  arrival  there  this  evening,  I  learn  two  of  them 
have  been  wounded  severely. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Miles, 

Colond^  etc. 

Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 


Report  of  Oolonel  Miles,  G.  8.  Army,  regarding  oontinned  action. 

On  the  Field,  June  1^  1863. 

The  fleet  indulged  in  its  customary  shelling  last  night,  and  at  inter- 
vals to-day.  The  enemy's  batteries  for  the  last  twenty-four  hours 
have  been  steadily  playing  on  our  front,  attempting  at  times  to 
enfilade  the  works.  No  serious  result.  Sharpshooters,  as  usual,  have 
been  plying  their  vocation  on  both  sides.  So  far  as  can  be  learned, 
no  immediate  attempt  will  be  made  to  carry  the  works  by  assault,  the 
enemy  not  having  recovered  from  the  effects  of  his  last  attempt 
upon  us. 

W.  R.  Miles, 

Colonel,  etc. 

Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 
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Report  of  LientenaiLt-Oolonel  Be  Ooumay,  0.  8.  Army,  regarding  eaeumltiM  from  tk« 

bombardment 

Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Heavy  Artiixert, 

P<yi't  Hudson^  June  5,  1863. 

Major:  During  the  furious  bombardment  by  the  enemy's  mortar 
boats  this  afternoon  a  shell  struck  the  gun  (32-pounder  rifled^  at 
Battery  No.  10,  breaking  the  screw.  The  damage  is  easily  repaired 
and  the  ffun  can  be  used  to-night.  Another  shell  fell  in  the  camp  near 
Battery  No.  9,  killing  one  man  instantly.  The  mortar  boats  have 
moved  to-day  nearer  the  Point,  probably  on  account  of  the  river  fall- 
ing steadily.  They  are  not  much  nearer  to  us,  but  in  better  view. 
For  several  days  they  have  been  using,  occasionally,  extra  charges  of 
powder,  by  which  they  have  attained  greater  ranee,  and  thrown  shells 
beyond  Battery  No.  6.  I  will  take  advantage  of  their  new  position, 
and  attack  them  to-morrow  with  the  Parrott  gun  (30-pounder)  and  the 
rifled  24-pounder  and  32-poimder. 

I  am,  major,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  F.  De  Gournay, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel^  Commanding  Left  Wing^  Heavy  Batteries. 

Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Report  of  Colonel  MUet,  C.  8.  Army,  regarding  moyemente  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  Field,  June  6^  1863. 

The  batteries  and  fleet  for  some  two  hours  this  forenoon  gave  us  a 
very  heavy  fire.  The  battery  heretofore  stationed  at  the  mouth  of 
Troth's  lane  moved  off  this  evening  in  the  direction  of  the  river  below; 
and  the  battery  near  Hunt's  house,  with  eight  wagon  loads  of  stores, 
moved  off  also  about  the  same  hour  and  in  the  same  direction.  Unless 
these  movements  are  a  ruse,  it  is  evident  the  enemy  is  moving  off  a 
large  portion,  if  not  all,  of  his  forces.  1  have  no  casualties  to  report 
for  the  day. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

W.  R.  Miles, 

Colonel,  etc. 
Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Assista7it  Adjutant'  General. 


Report  of  Oolonel  MUes,  0.  8.  Army,  regarding  a  farions  bombardment  by  the  enemy. 

On  the  Field,  June  10,  1863. 

The  mortars  of  the  fleet,  the  mortars  of  the  land  batteries,  the  Par- 
rott and  Whitworth  guns  opened  on  us  at  dusk  yesterday  evening, 
and  kept  up  a  furious  fire  through  the  night.  The  practice  was  go^ 
and  the  scenic  effect  splendid.  At  2  o'clock  this  morning  the  VIH-mch 
shell  gun  joined  in,  and  delivered  her  raking  fire  along  my  entire  left. 
Three  men  were  wounded  severely  during  the  night. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Miles, 

Colonel,  etc. 
Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Beport  of  Lieatenant-Colonel  Be  Ooumay,  C.  8.  Army,  regarding  injury  to  gun. 

Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Heavy  Batteries, 

P(/rt  Hudson^  June  ii,  186S, 

Colonel:  During  the  firing  from  the  ships  this,  morning  the  24- 
pounder  rifled  gun  at  Battery  11  was  struck  bjr  a  shell  near  the  vent 
and  a  small  piece  of  metal  broken  off.     No  serious  damage,  however, 
and  the  gun  can  be  worked  with  safety. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

P.  F.  De  Gournay, 
Lieutenant' Colonel^  Commanding  Left  Wing^  Hea/vy  Batteries, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  M.  J.  Smith, 

Chief  of  Hea  try  ArtiUery, 


Report  of  Colonel  Miles,  C.  8.  Army,  regarding  oontinned  aetion. 

On  the  Field,  June  12^  1863. 

Last  night  the  guns  and  mortars  from  the  fleet,  as  well  as  the  guns 
and  mortars  from  the  numerous  batteries  on  shore,  kept  up  a  brisk 
fire  upon  us,  resulting  in  no  loss  of  life,  or  wound  even.  During  the 
day  their  fire  has  slackened  considerably,  I  would  fain  hope  tapering 
to  its  final  end.     ♦     ♦     * 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Miles, 

Colonel^  etc. 

Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Report  of  Colonel  MileB,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  heayiest  cannonading  of  the  siege. 

On  the  Field,  June  H^  1863, 

Very  early  this  morning  we  were  quite  severely  cannonaded.  Later 
on  in  the  forenoon  the  most  tremendous  affair  of  the  siege  came  off. 
From  the  fleet  in  the  river  and  from  every  gun  in  position  on  shore 
came  the  quick  flash  and  angry  roar  of  threatening  annihilation.  The 
air  grew  thick  with  smoke  and  hoarse  with  sound.  After  some  hours 
spent  in  this  manner,  it  became  apparent  that  the  enemy  was  making 

f  reparation  for  a  charge.  General  Beall's  line  being  most  threatened, 
sent  one  battalion  to  his  support,  keeping  the  balance  of  my  force  in 
position  to  repel  an  attack,  should  one  be  made  on  my  own  line,  or 
move  to  the  further  support  of  General  Beall.  No  attack  was  made 
on  me,  and,  aftei*  trying  several  times  to  bring  their  lines  to  the 
assault,  the  enemy  beat  a  hasty  retreat.     ♦     *     * 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Miles, 

Colonel^  etc. 

Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  (jtneral. 
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Beport  of  Oolonel  Kilei,  C.  8.  Army,  regarding  an  attempted  adyanee  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  Field,  Jv/ne  U^  1868. 

About  4  a.  m.  the  enemy  opened  a  terrible  fire  from  all  bis  guns 
along  the  line,  from  the  extreme  right  to  the  extreme  left.  It  was 
kept  up  until  8  o'clock,  varying  in  intensity,  but  always  severe.  At 
an  early  hour  I  could  distinguish  the  rattle  of  small  arms  toward  the 
left,  and  for  a  time  thought  no  demonstration  was  intended  against 
my  position,  but  was  soon  undeceived.  In  regular  line  of  battle  the 
enemy  attempted  an  advance  through  the  open  field  upon  my  left.  A 
few  shots  from  the  artillery  and  a  few  rounds  from  the  infantry 
caused  him  to  fall  back. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Miles, 

Colond^  etc. 
Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Assistcmt  AdjutarU' General. 


Beporti  of  Lientenant-Oolonel  Brand,  Miles'  (Loniiiana)  Legion,  of  operationi  Jnne  84-87. 

Headquarters  Right  Wing,  June  £6, 1863. 

Sir:  I  assumed  command  of  right  wing  last  night,  as  per  order 
through  Captain  [R.  M.]  Hewitt.  ♦  *  ♦  The  enemy  advanced 
about  10  yards  last  night  with  their  trench. 

I  keep  up  an  occasional  fire  from  Captain  [S.  M.]  Thomas's  guns.  I 
discovered  that  they  had  a  bale  of  cotton,  which  thev  advanced  as 
required;  but,  watching  the  moment  that  the^y  moved  tne  bale,  I  ^ve 
them  a  volley  of  musketrj^,  which  drove  them  in  altogether.  To-night 
I  shall  keep  up  the  shooting  as  during  the  last  night  and  to-day. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Fred'k  B.  Brand, 

Lieutencmt'  Colonel^  Commcmding  Might  Wing. 
Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Aasista/nt  Adjutant-  General. 

P.  S. — All  quiet  along  my  line. 


Headquarters  Right  Wing,  June  26^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  I  prevented  the  work  of  the  enemy  last 
night.  He  has  now  4  bales  to  work  behind,  but  has  made  very  little 
progress.  The  sharpshooters  have  been  very  active  on  my  right.  At 
3  p.  m.  the  fleet  opened,  and  at  the  same  time  four  fieldpieces  and  one 
or  two  mortars  from  the  large  breastworks.  I  have  not  yet  received 
my  reports  from  the  different  commanders  as  to  casualties,  but  so  soon 
as  they  come  in  I  will  make  a  full  report.  All  quiet  on  m  v  left.  I  have 
sent  a  working  party  to  the  right  to  repair  damages,  if  any.  I  fear 
that  I  shall  have  to  report  the  loss  of  many  a  brave  man. 
I  remain,  major,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Fred'k  B.  Brand, 
Lieutenant' Colondy  Commariding  Right  Wing 

Major  T.  F.  Wiluson, 

Assistant  Adjutamir  General. 
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Kaport  of  LieuCenmnt-OoloiMl  D*  Oovnay,  C.  8.  Army,  reKudlng  operationi  of  Jvim 

Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Heatt  Battbbieb, 

Port  Huditon.,  Jun^  26,  1863. 

Major:  The  eiieinj*  opened  fire  from  their  land  batteries  and  the 
Heet  (including  the  mortar  boats)  at  3:45  o'clock  this  afternoon,  to 
which  the  guna  on  this  wing  replied,  and  soon  brought  on  a  spirited 
artillery  fight. 

The  mortar  boats  ceased  firing  after  two  hours  and  a  half,  the  gun- 
boats four  hours.  No  damage  was  done  to  our  guna  and  no  man  hurt  at 
the  batteries.  The  works  at  Battery  No.  11  were  badly  torn  up  by  the 
enemy's  fire,  which  seemed  tolje  in  great  part  concentrated  on  that  point. 
So  terrific  was  the  fire  at  that  Iiattery  that  it  was  found  impossible  to 
man  the  siege  2+-pounder  rifled  gun  without  an  almost  certainty  that 
it  would  be  dismounted.  The  guns  engaged  on  the  extreme  left  were 
the  rifled  33-poundcr,  which  fired  14  snota;  the  VUI-ineh  shell  gun, 
which  fired  6  shells  with  excellent  effect  on  the  enemy's  principal  works, 
after  which  it  unfortunately  got  disabled  by  the  accidental  giving 
away  of  the  elevating  screw;  the  damage  is  now  being  repaired;  the 
rifled  24-pounder  barbette,  which  fired  27  Reid  shots  at  the  mortar 
boats,  many  shots  taking  effect  on  the  boats  and  also  on  the  E&sex. 

From  the  center,  the  X-inch  and  Vlll-inch  columbiads  of  this  com- 
mand were  also  engaged,  first  with  the  fleet  and  subsequently,  with 
much  better  effect,  firmg  on  the  enemy's  workc.  I  o.in  not  yet  report 
the  number  of  shots  fired  from  these  two  guns. 

I  beg  leave  to  make  must  honorable  mention  of  Lieutenant  L.  A. 
Schirraer,  of  inv  command,  for  an  act  of  heroic  bravery.  The  flag  of 
PT.  E.]  Miles'  Legion  was  hoisted  on  the  extreme  left  of  Battery  11, 
and  was  shot  down.  Lieutenant  Schirmer  seized  it,  fixed  it  to  a  light 
pole,  and,  jumping  on  the  parapet,  planted  the  flagstaff  amidst  a  shower 
of  bullets.  Again  and  again  the  fia^  was  shot  down,  and  each  time  the 
gallant  lieutenant  raised  it,  waved  it  defiantly,  and  planted  it  firmly, 
regardless  of  the  volleys  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters.  He  escaped 
unnurt  after  repeating  thrice  this  gallant  feat,  that  called  forth  the 
enthusiastic  cheers  of  the  brave  men  who  lined  our  works. 

There  is  still  occasional  firing,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  attack  will 
be  renewed  to-night,  preparatory  to  an  attempt  to  charge  the  worka. 
in  the  morning.  The  men  are  in  excellent  spirits  and  will  do  all  their 
duty. 

I  am,  major,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

P.  F.  De  Gournav, 
LinuteTiant  C'oloriel,  C'ominanding  LeftWing,  Heavy  Batteries. 

Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Aasiatavt  Adjittant- General. 


I 


B«port  of  Colons!  Hilei,  C.  B.  Army,  rosarding  Uis  movamenti  of  tha  ensnty. 

0\  THE  FiEr,i>,  Jiihj  ?,  186S. 
Sharpshooting.  though  less  active  to-dav  than  yesterday,  has  been 
quite  brisk.  One  man  of  the  legion  kilfed.  The  cannonading  has 
been  irregular,  at  no  time  very  severe,  and  productive  of  no  result, 
The  enemy  still  works  with  the  .spade  in  close  proximity  to  my  rifle 
pittj,  but  it  is  impossible  to  fathom  bis  designs.     His  tower  grows  and 
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his  ditch  lengthens,  one  day  in  one  direction  another  day  in  another* 
This  morning  all  bis  land  batteries  fired  a  salute,  and  followed  it 
immediately  with  shotted  guns,  accompanied  byvociferous  yelling. 
Later  in  the  day  the  fleet  fired  a  salute  also.  What  is  meant  we  do 
not  know.  Some  of  them  hallooed  over,  saying  that  Vicksburg  had 
fallen  on  the  4th  instant.  My  own  impression  is  that  some  fictitious 
good  news  has  been  given  to  bis  troops  in  order  to  raise  their  spirits, 
perhaps  with  a  view  of  stunulating  them  to  a  charge  in  the  morning. 
We  Will  be  prepared  for  them  should  they  do  so. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Miles, 

Oolondj  etc. 
Major  T.  F.  Willson, 

Assiatomt  Adjutant-  General. 


Beport  of  Captain  Jackson,  C.  8.  Army,  of  the  tnrrender  of  Port  Hndson. 

July  9,  1863. 

Port  Hudson  surrendered  at  6  a.  m.  Our  provisions  were  exhausted, 
and  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  cut  our  way  out  on  account  of  the 
proximity  of  tne  enemy's  works. 

Our  casualties  during  the  siege  are  200  killed  and  between  300  and 
400  wounded.  About  200  men  have  died  from  sickness.  At  the  time 
of  the  surrender  there  were  only  2,500  men  for  duty.  I  came  out 
through  the  enemy's  lines  about  an  hour  after  the  surrender,  and  tried 
to  ascertain  the  strength  of  General  Banks'  army,  but  did  not  succeed; 
but  from  my  own  observation,  I  am  led  to  believe  his  force  to  be 
26,000  or  30,000  men. 

C.  M.  Jackson, 

Actg.  Asst,  Inspector-  General  to  Major-  General  Frank.  Garcbier. 

General  Joseph  Johnston. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  McRitchu^  U.  S.  Navy^  commanding  U.  S. 

storeship  Supply^  of  arrival  at  New  Orleans, 

U.  S.  Storeship  Supply, 

New  Orleans,  May  ^^,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  arrival  at 
this  port  of  the  U.  S.  storeship  Supply^  ana  that  I  have,  in  obedience 
to  orders,  reported  to  the  senior  naval  oflScer  present. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  . 

D.  G.  McRiTCHiE, 
Acting  Master^  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles^ 

Stcretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  shortage  of 

officers  in  his  command. 

No.  96.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Pensacola, 

New  Orlmns,  May  m,  1863. 

Sir:  1  regret  to  say  that  this  squadron  is  very  much  in  want  of  offi- 
cers, particularly  engineers  and  master's  mates,  also  masters.     I  find 
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it  almost  impossible  to  keep  these  officers  bj^  simply  threatening  them 
with  dismissal.  It  appears  to  be  the  very  thing  they  desire,  andunless 
a  court  would  appena  imprisonment  or  some  punishment,  no  stop  can 
be  put  to  their  present  course  of  conduct. 

r  have  at  least  a  half  a  dozen  or  more  cases  to  brinj?  before  a  court, 
which,  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit,  I  shall  bring  before  a 
court  for  trial. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rea/r-Admi/ivl. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washmgton^  D,  C* 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut^  U.  S.  Waiyy^  transmittmg  general 
order  isaued  hy  the  military  cojnmandant  at  New  Orleans. 

Flagship  Pensaoola, 
New  Orleans^  May  ^,  186S. 

Sir:  I  hereto  annex  a  copy  of  a  general  order  issued  by  the  military 
commandant  of  this  city.  1  would  respectfully  request  of  the  Depart- . 
ment  that  tlie  tmn^orts  destined  for  this  squadron  be  instructea  not 
to  touch  at  Key  West,  so  as  to  escape  the  thirty  days'  quarantine 
imposed  upon  vessels  touching  at  that  port,  facilitate  us  in  procuring 
our  supplies,  and  improve  the  nealth  of  this  squadron,  which  was  very 
near  becoming  infected  last  season  by  fever  brought  to  us  in  the 
Rhode  Mund. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Adrnvi^al. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 

[Enclo«ure.l 

General  Ordeks,  |        HDgRs.  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

No.  3.  f  Ne7/)  Orhans,  May  22,  1863. 

Hereafter  no  vessel  coming  from  any  of  the  ports  designated  in  the 
proclamation  of  the  military  governor  of  Louisiana,  dated  April  4, 
1863,  will  be  allowed  to  come  to  the  city  by  way  of  Lake  Pontchartrain. 

The  places  which  are  hereby  declared  infected,  as  aforesaid^  are  the 
following,  viz:  Havana,  Matanzas,  Trinidad,  Cardenas,  and  St.  Jago 
[Santiago],  all  on  the  island  of  Cuba;  Kingston,  Port  Royal,  and 
Montego  Bay,  on  the  island  of  Jamaica,:  Jacmel  and  Port  au  Prince, 
on  the  island  of  St.  [San]  Domingo;  the  islands  of  St.  Thomas,  Marti- 
nique, and  (juadeloupe;  Campecne,  in  Yucatan;  Belize,  in  Honduras; 
Vera  Cruz,  Alvarado,  Tampico,  and  Tuxpan,  in  Mexico;  San  Juan  de 
Nicaragua,  Chagres,  Aspinwall,and  Puerto  Bello,  in  Central  America; 
Maracaybo,  in  Venezuela;  LaGuayra,  Island  of  Trinidad,  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  Para,  and  Cayenne,  in  South  America;  and  Galveston, 
Matamoras,  and  Kev  West. 

The  commanding  officers  at  Foils  Pike  and  Macomb  are  charged 
with  the  execution  of  this  order. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-Geneml  Emorv: 

W.  D.  Smith, 
A.  A.  A.  ^r.,  Llentenoiit-t^tlnn*:!, 

N  W  R— VOL  20 IS 
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Orders  for  the  picket  hoot. 

n.  S.  S.  Laokawakna, 
Off  Mobile,  May  2J^  1883. 

The  boat  to  be  well  manned  and  armed,  to  carry  a  compass,  kedge, 
lead  line,  water,  blue  li^bt,  and  Coston  signals  2,  4,  and  8. 

She  will  leave  the  ship  (weather  permitting)  every  even  day  of  the 
month  at  sundown  and  go  alongside  of  the  picket  gunboat. 

When  dark,  so  as  not  to  be  seen  from  shore,  she  will  pull  in  (being 
^verned  by  wind,  tide,  and  weather^  toward  Sand  Island  and  anchor 
m  the  channel-way  to  keep  a  bright  lookout  for  vessels  or  boats  com- 
ing out  of  the  harbor. 

If  the  enemy's  gunboats  are  coming  out,  she  will  burn  Coston  No.  4, 
taking  care  to  run  securely  into  shoal  water  before  making  the  sigoal. 

If  merchant  steamers  or  sailing  vessels  are  coming  out,  Coston  No.  2 
will  be  burned. 

A  rocket  to  be  thrown  up  in  the  direction  the  escaping  or  attacking 
force  may  be  running. 

Should  the  picket  boat  rea  uirc  assistance,  she  must  burn  Coston  No.  8. 

The  boat  will  return  to  tne  ship  by  daylight. 

J.  B.  Marcqamd, 

(hptam. 

Report  of  Cojnvwdore  Bell^  U.  S.  Ndvy^  regarding  the  condition  of 

affairs  upon  arrival  at  Oalveston, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  May  26,  186S. 

Sib:  I  arrived  off  Galveston  Bar  on  the  21st  instant  and  found  the 
BienviUe,  Itasca^  Katahdhx,  and  Sciota  on  blockade. 

During  my  absence  the  defenses  of  the  poii;  have  been  enlarged  and 
more  perfected. 

On  the  20th  I  passed  the  New  London  on  her  way  to  New  Orleans 
for  repairs,  and  anchored  for  a  few  hours  off  Sabine  Pass,  blockaded 
by  the  Oioasco  and  Cayuga. 

I  am  informed  by  Commander  J.  R.  M.  MuUany  that  the  bark 
TT.  G.  Anderson  has  been  sent  to  New  Orleans  to  repair  some  damages 
which  she  received  off  Aransas,  and  that  the  schooner  Rachel  Seaman 
alone  blockades  Lavaca,  Aransas,  and  Corpus  Christi. 

I  shall  start  in  the  Brooklyn  down  the  coast  to-day  and  proceed  as 
far  as  Bi*azos  Santiago,  leavmg  Commander  Mullany  in  charge  of  this 
blockade  during  my  absence. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Covwwdore, 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg^  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadmrn,  New  Orleans,  Dt. 

Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  8.  Navy^  to  Commander  MuUa^iy,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  &\  S.  BienviUe^  to  assume  oominana  of  the 
Oaheston  hlocJcade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Oalvesto7i,  May  25.  1863. 

Sib:  I  shall  proceed  down  the  coast  of  Texas  to-dav,  intending  to 
return  hither  in  about  one  week,  and  you  will  please  charge  yourself 
with  the  blockade  of  Galveston  during  my  absence. 
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If  the  supply  steamer  shall  arrive  during  mv  absence,  send  her  down 
the  coast  to  meet  me  either  off  Aransas  or  Brazos  Santiafifo,  and,  not 
finding  me,  to  return  to  this  anchorage. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Cofnmodore. 
Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Oomrnajidmg  U,  S.  S.  JSien^Ule^  off  Galveston,  Tex. 


Report  of  Fleet  Surgeon  Foltz^  U.  S.  Navy^  advising  a  strict  observ- 
ance of  quarantine  for  vessels  from  Key   West. 

New  Orleans,  May  ^5, 1863. 

Sir:  By  proclamation  of  the  military  governor  of  Louisiana,  dated 
April  4, 1863,  a  rigid  quarantine  is  established  for  all  vessels  coming 
from  infected  ports  in  the  West  Indies  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Key  West  is  one  of  the  ports  designated.  I  would  urgently  recom- 
mend that  all  transports  and  ships  of  war  destined  for  this  squadron 
be  ordered  not  to  touch  at  Key  West,  as  vessels  so  doing  will  be  sub- 
ject to  a  protracted  quarantine. 

The  transport  Rhode  Island  contracted  yellow  fever  at  Key  West  in 
August  last,  where  she  stopped  but  a  short  time,  from  which  she  lost  4 
of  her  oflScers  and  crew.  Mr.  Gramble,  third  assistant  engineer,  one 
of  her  passengers  for  this  fleet,  who  was  left  on  board  the  Hartford  in 
apparent  good  health,  died  of  yellow  fever  at  Pensacola  three  days 
after  his  arrival. 

The  safety  of  this  squadron  and  the  large  army  in  this  division 
requires  a  strict  observance  of  quarantine  of  all  vessels  from  Key 
West,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  transports  and  Government  vessels 
bound  to  New  Orleans  and  the  Gulf  [of  Mexico]  will  be  ordered  not  to 
touch  at  Key  West. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.    M.    FOLTZ, 

Fleet  Surgeon. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comvianding  Western  G^tlf  Blockading  Squadron 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Farraxfut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captai/n  Golds- 
borough^  U.  S.  JVai^y,  regarding  the  request  to  send  to  Pascagovla 
con/veyance  for  refugees. 

Flagship  Western  Gulf  Squadron, 

Port  Hicdsoyi,  May  ZS,  [1863]. 

Captain:  You  did  right  in  refusing  to  accede  to  Admiral  Buchanan's 
request  to  send  steamers  to  Pascagoula  to  convey  refugees  (or  regis- 
tered enemies)  to  Mobile.  It  is  but  a  short  time  since  a  request  was 
made  to  send  a  steamer  with  refugees  from  Mobile  to  New  Orleans, 
which  I  refused,  and  you  will  not,  upon  any  pretext  whatever,  allow 
a  steamer  to  pass  out  of  Mobile  beyond  your  neet. 

If  the  United  States  commanding  general  thinks  proi)er  to  send  a 
steamer  or  other  vessel  with  refugees  to  you  off  Mobile,  you  will 
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inform  Admiral  Buchanan  that  if  he  sends  a  steamer  down  to  you  they    ' 
will  be  transferred  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  flag-of-truoe  bost 
from  Mobile. 
But  no  boat  will  be  permitted  out  of  Mobile. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Fabsagut,  ^ 

Rear- Admiral. 
Captain  John  K.  Goldsborough, 

Senior  Officer  off  Mobile. 


Report  of  Cominodore  Bell^  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  capture  of  the 

sloop  Bhizer. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 
iMt.  26""  28'  N.,  Long.  96^  W  IT.,  May  «7, 1863. 

Sir:  A  sloop  called  the  Blazer^  of  16  or  17  tons  burden,  and  loaded 
with  39  bales  cotton,  more  or  less,  was  captured  by  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop 
Brooklyn^  under  my  command,  at  8  o'clock  a.  m.,  May  27,  at  sea,  in 
latitude  26^  28'  N.,  longitude  96^  14'  W.  She  is  not  marked  with  anv 
name.  The  sloop  when  first  discovered  was  standing  to  the  southwaro, 
apparently  l)ouna  for  the  Rio  Grande.  Frank  Luis,  one  of  the  crew, 
says  she  is  from  Galveston,  having  come  out  at  Velasco  on  the  24th 
May.  She  had  four  men  on  board,  Christopher  E.  Delaney  calling 
himself  master.  The  names  of  the  other  three  are  Frank  Luis,  a  Por- 
tuguese; Henry  Robb,  and  John  Lang.  All  the  papers  found  on  board 
are  sealed  up  and  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  the  officer  in  charge,  who 
is  ordered  to  take  her  to  the  port  of  itey  West  for  adjudication. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Commanding  U,  S.  Steam.  Sloop  Brooklyn. 

Judge  or  IT.  S.  DisTmcT  court  at  Key  West,  Fla. 

P.  S. — ^There  were  no  other  vessels  in  sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commod4)re. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell^  U.  S,  JVavu^  to  Acting  Master^s  Mate 
Beardsley^  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  disposition  of  the  sloop 
Blazer. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 
Ijit.  ^6*^  28'  K,  Ung.  96''  W  U'.,  May'27,  1863. 

Sir:  Proceed  off  Galveston  Bar  in  the  sloop  Blazer  and  report  your 
arrival  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  blockade,  there  to  await  further 
orders  from  me,  unless  an  opportunity  shall  present  itself  for  shipping 
the  cotton  thence  to  Key  West  or  some  Northern  port.  In  that  case 
you  will  accompany  the  cotton  intrusted  to  your  charge,  taking  along 
with  you  the  captam  and  [Frank]  Luis. 
"  Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore* 
Acting  Master^s  Mate  Robert  Beardsley, 

(T.  S,  S,  BrofMyn. 
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Order  of  ReaT-Adiuiral  Farmgut^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Commodore  Morris^ 
U.  S,  Na/t>y^  regardiiHf  the  discharge  of  trie  pilot  of  the  U,  S.  S. 
Antmia, 

Flagship  Western  Gulp  Squadron, 

Part  Hudson,  May  27,  1863. 

Commodore:  Please  put  an  acting  master  in  temporary  command  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Anttma, 

Discharge  her  pilot  and  addi'ess  a  note  to  Governor  [General]  Shep- 
ley,  requesting  him  to  have  the  branch  of  this  pilot  withdrawn,  and 

Erohibit  his  pfloting  on  this  river,  having  shown  nimself  incompetent 
y  running  tne  Anto7ia  on  shore  in  a  most  unwarrantable  manner. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Commodore  H.  W.  Morris, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  at  New  Orleans. 


Iiepo7*t  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report 
of  Ca-ptain  Goldshorough,  U,  S.  Navy,  giving  list  of  captures  off 
Mobite. 

No.  100.]  Flagship  Mononoahela, 

Port  Hudson,  May  SS,  1863. 

Sir:  It  affords  me  infinite  satisfaction  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed 
copies  of  reports  from  Captain  J.  R.  Goldshorough,  commanding  the 
Mobile  blockade.  These  reports  show  that,  although  vessels  are  now 
and  then  reported  as  eluding  the  Mobile  blockade,  still  the  majority 
are  captured  in  the  attempt;  and  it  is  not  [at]  all  to  be  wondered  at 
that  a  vessel  now  and  then  is  successful  when  one  sees  what  small 
craft — many  of  them  scarcely  larger  than  a  ship's  launch — make  these 
attempts. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Hear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secf^etary  of  the  Navy. 

[Encloeure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado, 
Of  Jfobile  Bay,  May  18,  1863. 

Admiral:  1  beg  leave  to  enclose  a  list  of  the  names  of  vessels  cap- 
tured and  number  of  vessels  destro3^ed  since  my  arrival  on  this  station: 

On  the  25th  of  March,  the  schooner  Clara,  captured  by  the  gunboat 
Kanavjha,  Lieutenant-Commander  William  K.  Mayo,  from  Havana, 
with  an  assorted  cargo,  bound  to  Mobile.  Sent  to  Key  West  for 
adjudication. 

On  the  23d  of  April,  the  sloop  Flias  Beckioith,  captured  by  the 
unboat  Pevibina.,  Lieutenant-Commander  Jonathan  Young,  from 
"avana,  with  an  assorted  cargo,  bound  to  Mobile.  Sent  to  Key  West 
for  adjudication. 

On  the  24th  of  April,  the  schooner  Joe  Flamier,  captured  by  the 
gunboat    Pembina^   Lieutenant-Commander  Jonathan    loung,   from 


B 


278  WEST  GULF   BLOOKADINO    SQUADRON. 

■ 

Havana,  with  an  assorted  cargo,  bound  to  Mobile.     Sent  to  Key  West 
for  adjudication. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  the  schooner  I)<irt^  captured  by  the  flninboat 
Kanawha,  Lieutenant-Commander  William  K.  Mayo,  from  Sivana, 
with  an  assorted  cargo,  bound  to  Mobile.  Sent  to  Key  West  for 
adjudication. 

On  the  4:th  of  Ma}',  the  schooner  Juniper^  captured  by  the  ganboat 
Kennd^ec,  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  H.  Russell,  from  Havana,  with 
an  assorted  cargo,  lK)und  to  Mobile.  Sent  to  Key  West  for  adjudica- 
tion. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  the  steamer  Eiigmi^^  captured  by  the  steamer 
R,  R.  Cuyler^  Lieutenant-Commander  <l.  R.  Jouett,  from  Havana, 
with  an  assorted  cargo,  bound  to  Mobile.  Sent  to  Key  West  for 
adjudication. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  the  schooner  Sea  Lion^  captured  by  the  gunboat 
Ar<}ostook,  Lieutenant-Commander  S.  R.  Frankhn,  from  Mobile,  bound 
to  Havana,  with  a  cargo  of  272  bales  of  cotton.  Sent  to  Key  West 
for  adjudication. 

On  the  15th  of  May,  the  English  brigantine  Cornet^  captured  by  the 
e^unboat  Kaiiaiaha,  Lieutenant-Commander  W.  K.  Mayo,  cleared  from 
Havana  for  New  Orleans,  with  an  assorted  cargo,  captured  wiliiin  a 
marine  league  of  the  coast  of  Alabama,  and  20  miles  to  the  eastward 
of  Fort  Morgan,  off  the  Thirty-seven  JPines.  Sent  to  Key  West  for 
adjudication.  "   ' 

On  the  17th  of  May,  the  schooner  Hunter,  captured  by  the  gunboat 
Kanawha^  Lieutenant-Commander  W.  K.  Mayo,  from  Mobile,  bound 
to  Havana,  with  a  cargo  of  43  bales  of  cotton.  Sent  to  Key  West  for 
adjudication. 

On  the  18th  of  May,  the  schooner  Rijwle,  captured  by  the  gunboat 
Kanawha^  Lieutenant-Commander  W.  K.  Mayo,  from  Mobile,  bound 
to  Havana,  with  a  cargo  of  110  bales  of  cotton.  Sent  to  Key  West 
for  adjudication. 

In  addition  to  the  above  list  of  captures,  four  vessels  have  been 
driven  on  shore  and  completely  destro\- ed  by  the  fire  of  our  gunboats. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aeiTant, 

J.  R.  CtOLDSBOROUGII, 

Captain^  Comdg.  Dhlmott  Went  Gulf  Blkdg,  Squadron. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  ^Vest  Oulf  Squadron, 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Farra^ut^  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  Wockade  of  the  Rio 
Grande. 

MONONOAHELA, 

Port  Hudson,  May  29,  186S. 

Admiral:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  the  2d  ultimo  in  reference  to  tne  blockade  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

During  the  month  of  September  last  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to 
the  Department  a  voluminous  correspondence  based  upon  accompany- 
ing reports  made  to  me  by  Commanaer  II.  French,  who  fully  investi- 
Sted  the  manner  in  which  illegal  traffic  is  carried  on  with  the  rebels 
rough  Mexico. 
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1  then  advised  the  Government  that  I  knew  of  but  one  mode  to  atop 
this  trade,  viz,  to  occupy  the  Bio  Grande  either  with  small,  light-draft 
steamers  or  to  send  a  land  force  to  take  and  bold  Brownsville  and  the 
banks  of  the  river  for  some  miles. 

This  would  require  onlv  a  small  force,  as  there  are  hundreds  of 
Texan  refugees  wno  would  gladly  join  our  forces  for  self -protection  if 
from  no  other  cause. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly, 

D.  G.  Fabragut, 

jRear'Admiral. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Commanding  Eastern  Gvlf  Blockadmg  Squadron, 


Capture  of  the  schooner  Star  at  Point  Isabel^  Texas,  May  30, 186S. 
Order  of  Commodore  BeU,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Hatfteld,  U.  8.  HaTy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Bbooklyn, 
Off  Brazos  Saniiago,  Tex.,  May  £9, 1863. 

Sir:  At  2  o'clock  to-night  you  will  leave  the  ship,  taking  with  you 
the  launch,  first,  second,  and  third  cutters,  and  24  marines,  to  attempt 
the  capture  of  two  schooners  and  two  sloops  which  are  observed  to  be 
to  an  anchor  inside  of  Brazos  Santiago.  One  of  the  schooners^  it  is 
believed,  went  in  there  a  short  time  since  with  arms  and  ammunition. 
If  you  can't  bring  out  the  vessels  you  will  burn  them.  There  is  a 
report  of  a  small  battery  having  been  established  at  the  entrance,  and 
it  18  inferred  to  exist  on  the  south  side.  If  it  be  possible,  capture  this 
batterv  and  spike  or  destroy  the  guns  if  you  can't  get  them  off.  I 
should  like  to  have  them  for  arming  the  captured  schooners.  You 
will  take  the  two  howitzers  in  the  boats  and  be  accompanied  by  Lieu- 
tenant A.  N.  Mitchell,  Acting  Master  Thomas  Pickering,  First  Lieu- 
tenant of  Marines  James  Forne}^  Assistant  Surgeon  C.  J.  S.  Welb, 
Midshipman  John  R.  Bartlett,  and  William  W.  Davis,  pilot.  The 
howitzers'  crews  will  be  armed  with  sword  and  pistol  and  the  balance 
of  the  sailors  with  sword  and  rifle.  Inform  me  oy  signal  or  otherwise 
of  your  movements.  Have  water  and  provisions  for  87  men  for  two 
days'  supply. 

very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore, 

Lieutenant-Commander  Chester  Hatfield, 

U,  S,  S,  Brooklyn, 

A  copy  of  the  foregoing  was  given  to  Lieutenant  A.  N.  Mitchell. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  XT.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master's  Mate  Jonei,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  pro- 
ceed in  prize  Bchooner  Star  to  Oalveiton  Bar. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Brazos  Santiago^  Tex.^  May  30^  1863, 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  U.  S.  prize  schooner  Star^  tender  to 
the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  BrooJclyn^  to  Galveston  Bar,  and  report  your 
arrival  there  to  the  commanding  officer  on  blockade. 


280  WEST   GULF   BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 

Your  armament  and  crew  will  consist  of  one  12-pounder  howitieT; 
Joseph  Wright,  ciuartermastcr;  John  Stone,  ordinary  seaman;  West- 
lin^/erman,  ordinary  seaman;  Cornelius  Reed,  landsman;  John  Bow- 
land,  ordinary  seaman;  Charles  Beyer,  seaman,  and  Thomas  Cottar, 
landsman.  S&ould  you  encounter  on  the  passage  any  vessel  loaded  with 
cotton  which  has  come  out  of  a  Southern  port,  you  will  capture  her  as 
a  prize  to  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  BrooUyn^  taking  care  to  preserve  all 
the  papei*s  you  tind  on  board,  and  to  protect  the  cargo  witn  which  she 
is  loaded  from  pillage. 

You  will  be  provisioned  for  ten  days. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Com/inodare. 
Acting  Master's  Mate  Henry  D.  Jones, 

U,  S.  Steaiyi  Sloop  Brooklyn, 


Order  of  Commodore  BeU,  XT.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master's  Mate  Beardiley,  U.  8.  '^^^wj^  to 
proceed  for  the  delivery  of  ichooner  8tar  to  prise  court  at  Key  West 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  June  i,  1863. 

Sir:  Proceed  with  the  schooner  Star  under  your  charge  to  the  port 
of  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  there  deliver  her,  together  with  the  accom- 
panying papers  and  the  persons  retained  as  witnesses,  to  the  judge  of 
the  U.  S.  district  court,  or  to  the  U.  S.  prize  commissioners  at  that 
place,  taking  his  or  their  receipt  for  the  same.  You  will  not  deliver 
either  her,  the  papers,  the  witnesses,  or  the  cargo  to  the  order  of  any 
other  person  or  persons  unless  directed  to  act  otherwise  by  the  Navy 
Department  or  flag-officer  commanding  the  squadron. 

The  schooner  Star  was  seized  l>y  this  vessel,  lying  to  an  anchor 
inside  of  the  bar,  Brazos  Santiago,  Tex.,  a  rebel  port.  She  was  aban- 
doned and  had  neither  pereons,  papers,  colors,  nor  cargo.  Of  the 
circumstances  attending  the  case,  Joseph  \\>ight,  quartermaster, 
U.  S.  Navy,  and  one  of  the  prize  crew,  is  sufficiently  aware,  and  will 
communicate  them  when  required  to  do  so  by  competent  uuthorit}'. 
The  said  schooner  Star  contains  12  boxes  sundries,  which  were  aban- 
doned and  seized  on  shore  at  Point  Isabel,  Tex.,  a  rebel  port,  on  the 
30th  day  of  May,  1803,  by  the  boats  of  this  ship.  Also  18  bales  of 
cotton  seized  in  sloop  ixate^  OiV^  tons,  of  Houston,  Tex.,  by  the  boats 
of  this  ship  on  the  28th  May,  1863,  in  9  fathoms  water.  Point  Isabel 
light-house  ]>earing  j)er  compass  west  by  north,  8  miles  distant.  The 
said  sloop  Katt'  being  consiclered  unsafe  for  distant  navigation,  these 
IS  bales  cotton  were  transshipped  from  her.  Joseph  Wright,  quarter- 
master, U.  S.  Xavv,  one  of  the  prize  crew,  is  acquainted  with  the 
circumstances  of  all  tin*,  foregoing  cases.  Also  39  bales  cotton  trans- 
shipped from  sloop  Blazer,  17  tons,  from  Velasco,  Tex.,  without 
papers,  captured  by  this  ship  on  the  27th  Mav,  1863,  in  latitude  26^ 
40*  N.,  longitude  90^  22'  W.  Christopher  ft.  Delaney,  captain,  and 
Frank  Luis,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  said  sloop  Bhizer,  are  put  in  your 
charge  as  witnesses,  for  whose  safe-keeping  you  are  responsible. 

On  your  arrival  at  Key  West,  and  immedinteh'  after  you  have 
visited  the  judge  or  prize  connnissioners,  you  will  call  upon  the  U.  S. 
district  attorney  thereat,  show  him  these  instructions,  and  give  him 
any  information  concerning  the  seizures  he  may  solicit.     Then  you 


will  next  repojt  yourself  in  person  to  the  comnaanding  officer  of  the 
station  thei'eat,  sliow  him  also  these  instructions,  and  tisk  liis  direc- 
tions, when  needed,  as  to  the  disposition  of  yourself  and  the  rest  con- 
stituting the  prize  crew.  Finally,  when  duly  notilied  by  the  judge, 
f)rizc  commissioners,  or  district  attorney  that  your  services  are  no 
ongor  wanted  by  the  court,  you  will  at  once  return  to  your  vessel, 
taking  with  you  the  men,  their  arms  and  ammunition  under  your  com- 
mand, and  tne  receipt  above  alluded  to  unless  otherwise  ordered  by 
(superior  authority. 

Vou  will  receive  herewith  a  communication  for  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  giving  him  a  detailed  account  of  the  seizure.  This  you  will 
mail  immediately  on  your  arrival  at  Key  West. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  annexed  circular,  lately  issued  from 
the  Navy  Department,  to  which  have  been  added,  since  it  was  issued, 
the  words,  in  the  last  paragraph,  beginning  with  "together  with  a 
descriptive  list,"  etc.,  which  you  will  see  is  complied  with  in  every 
particular  before  sailing  with  your  prize. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ohedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
C'>m,inodi>rf.,  Commanding  U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 
Acting  Master's  Mate  Robert  BEABDSLBy, 

U.  S.  Steaiti  Slofjj}  Bruoklyti. 


B«port  of  Colontl  Duff,  C.  S.  kxetj. 
Headqiiahters  Line  of  the  Rio  Grande, 

Fort  Brown,  May  :il,  1S63. 
.Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  general 
commanding  [H.  P.  Bee]  that  on  yesterday  morning  about  6  o'clock 
four  launches,  each  carrying  one  gun  and  35  to  40  men,  from  the  U.  S. 
frigate  Bivikli/u,  effected  a  landing  at  Point  Isabel.  On  discovering 
the  approa<^h  of  the  boats.  Lieutenant  [J.  B.]  Ammons,  of  the  Thirty- 
third  Texas  Cavalry,  in  command  of  a  small  detachment  of  11  men  at 
the  Point,  burned  flie  schooner  Eager,  lying  at  the  wharf  loaded  with 
merchandise,  and  retired  a  short  distance.  The  Yankees  fired  a  few 
rounds  at  our  troops  without  effect,  and,  taking  possession  of  a  small 
schooner  which  has  for  some  time  been  in  charge  of  the  custom-house 
officers,  reembarked  and  left.  In  their  haste  to  get  off  they  ran  the 
stolen  schooner  aground  and  set  her  on  tiie. 

Lieutenant  Ammons  approached  the  boats  sufficiently  close  to  get  a 
shot  at  the  party;  with  what  success  he  is  unable  to  report. 

I  regret  that  the  detachment  of  my  command  at  Point  Isabel  was  so 
small  and  so  badly  armed  as  to  entirely  preclude  an  engagement  with 
the  enemy,  and  I  would  earnestly  ask  that  steps  be  taken  to  more 
thoroughly  firm  my  regiment.  1  am  placed  in  a  position  where  the 
services  of  every  man  in  my  command  are  required,  and  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  the  means  be  placed  ut  my  disposal  to  render 
them  efficient. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Ddff, 
Colonel  Tklrty-third  SeghneiU  Teome  Cavalry,  CommoMdjing. 
Lieutenant  E,  R.  Tarvbr, 

Aid-de-  Camp. 
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li^st  of  vessels  attached  to  the  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron^  Juhs 

i,  186S. 


Name. 


Pensacola 

Brooklyn 

Hartford 

Mononnhela 

Colorado 

Lackawanna . 
Oneida 


Richmond 

Portsmouth 

Bienville 

Qenesee 

Essex 

New  London ... 

Potomac 

Owasco 

Aroostook 

Albatross 

Pembina 

Pocahontas 

Kanawha 

R.  R.  Cuyler 

Kennebec 

Itasca 

Sciota 

KaUhdin 

Kineo 

Winona 

Pinola 

Vincennes 

Cayoffa 

Estrella 

Clifton 

Relief 

Corypheus 

Rachel  Seaman. 
W.  Q.  Anderson 

Sachem 

Arisona 

Henry  Janes  ... 

Arthur 

Tennessee 

J.P.Jackson 

Calhoun 

Kensington 

Orvetta 

JohnOrifhth  ... 
Sarah  Bruen.... 

Sea  Foam 

O.  H.  Lee 

Horace  Beals . . . 

Bohio 

Charlotte 

Maria  A.  Wood. 
Nightingale.... 
Pampero 


J.C.  Kohn.... 

Feamot 

Bam  Houston. 


Antona 

Hollyhock. 
Ida 


Commanding  officer. 


Commodore  H.  W.  Morris . . . 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell 

Commodore  J.  8.  Palmer 

Captain  M.  Smith 

Captain  J.  R.  Goldsborough. 

Captain  J.  B.  Marchand 

Captain  G.  F.  Smmons 


Captain  J.  Alden 

Commander  L.  C.  Sartori 

Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb 

Commander  C.  H.  B.  Caldwell 

Commander  Abner  Read 

Commander  A.  Gibson 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  Madigan 

Lieut.  Commander  S.  R.  Fninklin  ... 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  £.  Hart 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  Young 

Lieut.  Commander  W.  M.  Gamble ... 

Lieut.  Commander  W.  iC.  Mayo 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  E.  Jouett 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  H.  Russell 

Lieut.  Commander  R.  F.  R.  Lewis . . . 

Lieut.  Commander  £.  W.  Henry 

Lieut.  Commander  P.  C.  Johnson . . . . 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  Watters 

Lieut.  Commander  A.  W.  Weaver 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  Still  well 

Lieut.  Commander  H.  A.  Adams 

Lieut.  Commander  W.  H.  Dana 

Lieut.  Commander  A.  P.  Cooke 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  F.  Crocker 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  B.  D.  Manton 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  T.  Spear 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Q.  A.  Hooper 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Fred  8.  Hill 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  A.  Johnson 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  D.  P.  Upton 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  L.  W.  Pennington.. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  T.  F.  Wade 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  G.  Wiggin 

Actg.  Master  N.  D'Ovley 

Actg.  Master  M.  Jordan 

Actg.  Master  C.  Huggins 

Actg.  Ensign  E.  O.Adams 

Actg.  Master  H.  Brown 

Actg.  Master  A.  Christian 

Actg.  Master  D.  C.  Woods 

Actg.  Master  W.  Godfrey 

Actg.  Master  D.  P.  Heath 

Actg.  Master  Q.  W.  Browne 

Actg.  Master  E.  D.  Bruner 

Actg.  Master  S.  C.  Cruse 

Actg.  Master  D.  B.  Home 

Actg.  Master  F.  £.  Ellis 


Actg.  Master  R.  G.  Lee 

Actg.  Master  D.  S.  Murphy , 
Actg.  Master  C.  W.  Pratt. . . 


Actg.  Master  C.  T.  Chase 


Class  and  station. 


New  Orleans. 
Galveston  blockade. 
Above  Port  Hudson. 
Flagship. 
Mobile  blockade. 


Steamer. 
Steamer. 
Steamer. 
Steamer. 
Steamer. 

Do. 
Steamer.    Special  service  West  India 

Squadron. 
Steamer.    Below  Port  Hudson. 
Sloop.    Head  oi  the  Passes. 
Gunboat.    Coast  of  Texas. 
Gunboat.    Below  Port  Hudson. 
Ironclad.    Below  Port  Hudson. 
Gunboat.    New  Orleans,  repairing. 
Frigate.    Pensacola  Bay. 
Gunboat.    Texan  blockade. 
Gunboat.    Mobile  blockade. 
Gunboat    Above  Port  Hudson. 
Gunboat    Ordered  North. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Gunboat    Coast  of  Texas. 
Gunboat.    Galveston  blockade. 
Gunboat.    Coast  of  Texas. 
Gunboat.    Below  Port  Hudson. 
Gunboat.    River  patrol. 
Gunboat    Mobile  blockade. 
Sloop.    Ship  Island. 
Gunboat.    Coast  of  Texas. 
Gunboat.    Atcbafalaya. 
Gunboat.    New  Orleans,  repairing. 
Storeship.    Ship  Island. 
Yacht.    Lake  Pontcbartrain. 
Schooner. 

Bark.    New  Orleans,  repairing. 
Gunboat. 

Gunboat.    Above  Port  Hudson. 
Mortar.    Below  Port  Hudson. 
Bark.    Coast  of  Texas. 
Transport    New  Orleans,  fitting  up. 
Gunboat.    Mississippi  Sound. 
Gunboat.    New  Orleans,  repairs. 
Gunboat.    Ordered  north,  repairs. 
Mortar.    Below  Port  Hudson. 

Do. 

Do. 
Mortar  brig.    Below  Port  Hudson. 

Do. 
Barkentlne.    Below  Port  Hudson. 
Brig.    Pensacola  Bay. 
Schooner.    Pensacola  Bay. 
Schooner.    Petit  Bois  [Island]  Pass. 
Ship.    Pensacola  Bay. 
Ship.    South   West  Pass,   Mississippi 

River. 
Store  bark.    New  Orleans. 

Do. 
Dispatch  schooner.    Dispatch  yesMl 

to  Pensacola. 
Steamer.    Transport. 
Tug.    Transport. 

Do. 


Very  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 
Bear-Admiral^  Commanding  West  Ovlf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  D,  C. 
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£ejx>rt  of  Cmnmander  MulXany^  U.  S,  Navv^  regarding  condition  of 

affairs  in  the  harbor  of  Galveston. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  Galveston,  Te^t.,  June  i,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  nothing  of  interest  has 
transpired  in  or  around  the  harbor  of  Galveston  since  you  left  here  on 
the  25th  ultimo. 

The  Cayuga  arrived  from  off  Sabine  Pass  on  the  29th  ultimo,  took 
on  board  80  tons  of  coal,  and  sailed  again  the  same  day  for  her  station. 

The  Neio  London  put  back  for  coal,  took  on  board  25  tons  from  the 
Owasco,  and  sailed  again  for  New  Orleans. 

The  sloop  Blazet\  prize  to  the  Brooklyn.^  arrived  here  on  the  30th 
ultimo,  and  the  schooner  Star,  also  a  prize  to  the  Brooklyn,  this  morn- 
ing. I  sent  to  the  sloop  a  500-pouna  kedge  and  a  6-inch  hawser,  as 
her  own  ground  tackling  was  insufficient  to  hold  her. 

The  scnooner  Forest  King  has  on  board  for  delivery  about  225  tons 
of  coal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  MULLANY, 

Commander. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comnfianding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  off  Coast  of  Texas. 


U.  S.  S.  Bienville,  June  i,  186S. 

Memorandum  of  order  addressed  to  Commander  MuUany  and  Acting 
Masters  McFarland  and  Frank  Smith,  to  survey  hull  and  equipments 
of  prize  sloop  Blazer,  captured  by  the  Brooklyn.  Survey  valued 
sloop  at  $100. 


Mnnorandwrn  of  orders  ajypcnded  to  the  orders  of  Commodore  Bell  to  Acting  Mamter  Lyman 

Welhy  cr/mmanding  U.  S.  S.  Antona. 

The  U.  S.  gunboat  Cmjuaa  will  be  stationed  off  the  Rio  Grande. 
You  will  communicate  witn  her  commander  from  time  to  time  and 
cooperate  with  him  in  looking  after  the  interests  of  the  United  States. 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 
Commander,  Senior  Officer  Present, 


General  instructions  froin  Bear- Admiral  Farragut.,  U.  S.  Navy,  to 

Commodore  Morris,  11.  8.  Navy. 

Flagship  Monongahela, 
Port  Hudson,  June  1,  1863. 

Dear  Commodore:  Do  not  allow  the  tug  to  remain  at  New  Orleans 
any  longer  than  is  necessary  to  get  in  her  stores,  and  if  she  breaks 
down,  send  up  the  Beliance,  I  must  have  a  vessel  here  all  the  time, 
until  this  place  is  taken. 

See  if  you  can  get  a  mast  for  the  Kineo;  she  ran  foul  of  the  Rich- 
mond  and  carried  it  away. 

Let  me  know  if  there  is  any  news  from  Mobile  or  Pensacola  that 
requires  my  attention. 
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Send  my  mails  up  as  they  arrive  after  you  open  and  see  if  there  is 
anything  that  requires  your  immediate  action. 

&et  the  Clifton  into  the  [Mississippi]  Sound  [as' soon]  as  possible, 
for  I  have  no  doubt  Buchanan  has  some  idea  of  goin^  through  Grant's 
Pass.  That  was  what  he  wanted  the  flag  of  truce  for — to  find  out  the 
depth  of  water  beyond  the  pass  inside,  but  I  do  not  believe  he  can  get 
any  of  the  gunboats  through. 

1  wish  you  would  push  tne  work  forward  on  the  Tennessee.  If  Paj'- 
master  Bradford  arrives,  let  him  stay  with  my  mess  until  I  come  down, 
unless  he  has  particular  business  with  me;  in  that  case  send  him  up  in 
the  first  boat. 

We  are  well  supplied  now  with  munitions  of  war. 
Yours,  truly, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-AdmiraL 

[Commodore  Morris.] 

Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut.^  U.  S.  Hamf^  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

Na/oy^  regarding  vacanmes. 

No.  102.]  Flagship  Moxongahela, 

Port  Hud^on^  June  i,  186S. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  the  Department  that  there  are  required  to  fill 
vacancies  in  this  squadron  3  lieutenants  (regular),  Vi  acting  masters, 
12  acting  ensigns,  20  acting  master's  mates,  6  assistant  surgeons,  15 
second  and  third  class  engineers,  a  paymaster  for  the  Sciota^  25  first- 
class  firemen,  80  second-class  firemen,*  50  coal  heavers,  200  men. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear'Admiraln 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Se4yretary  of  tlie  Navy, 


Report  of  Qnamodore  Bell^  U,  S.  JVavy^  regarding  the  departure  of 

Texaii  troops  from  Mro^jonsvdle, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 
Off  Oal/veston^  Tex.^  June  ^,  18G3, 

Sir:  Upon  the  recent  visit  of  the  Brooklyn  to  the  Rio  Grande,  May 
29,  I  heard  that  the  last  of  the  Texan  troops  left  Brownsville  on  that 
day;  hutl  did  not  learn  what  was  their  destination,  though  it  is  in- 
ferred that  they  were  inarched  into  Louisiana,  and  the  line  of  the  Rio 
Grande  is  believed  to  be  now  free  from  their  prosence. 

It  was  also  reported  that  General  Miramon,  who  is  understood  to  be 
in  the  interest  of  the  church  and  French  party,  is  in  Matamoras.  I 
did  not  hear  in  what  capacitv  he  could  be  there. 

The  Mexicans  are  said  to  nave  been  exceedingly  cautious  as  to  what 
they  said  of  affairs  over  on  the  Texan  side  of  the  river. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  oli)edient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell. 

Coinnutdarv, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  ^Washington  City^  I),  C. 
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Report  of  Coimnodore   Bell,    U.   S.   Nai'y,   commanding    U.    S.    S. 
BroMyn,  regarding  naval  operations  off  the  coast  of  Teavu, 

V.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Beooklttj, 

Of  Galvesioti,  June  2,  1863. 
Sib:  After  lyin^  off  this  port  four  days,  I  left  Commander  J.  R.  M. 
Mullany  in  the  Bienvilh  in  charce  of  the  blockade  on  the  35tb  of  May, 
and  proceeded  down  the  coaMt  or  Texaa  as  far  as  the  Rio  Grande,  to 
ascertain  the  amount  of  the  interior  coast  trade  and  its  exit,  and  also 
to  commuaicato  with  Mr.  L.  Pierce,  consul  for  the  United  States  at 
Matamoras  to  enquire  further  about  the  privateers  which  he  had  rep-, 
resented  to  you,  March  13,  as  fitting  out  at  Brazos  Santiago.  I  saw  at 
Pass  San  Luis  two  river  steamboats  and  one  schooner;  at  Lavaca,  one 
river  steam lioat,  one  schooner,  and  a  sloop;  otherwise  the  coast  looked 
quite  dead.  The  U.  S.  schooner  RachA  Seaman  was  off  the  latter 
port.  At  Pass  Cavallo  I  edged  off  from  the  coast  toward  sunset,  and 
next  morning  at  8  a.  m.,  May  27,  in  latitude  26°  40'  N.,  longitude  96"^ 
22'  W.,  1  captured  sloop  Blazer,  17  tons,  loaded  with  39  Dales  cot- 
ton, Christopher  E.  Delaney,  master,  and  crew  of  3  men,  loaded  at 
Houston,  and  out  from  Velasco,  bound  for  Matamoras.  She  was 
without  ship's  papers.  I  sent  her  to  Galveston  Bar,  and  that  night  I 
anchored  off  the  Kio  Grande,  Next  morning  I  counted  68  sails  to 
anchor  in  the  ofiing  and  a  forest  of  smaller  craft  inside  of  the  river, 
some  of  them  loading  and  unloading  the  outside  shifiping.  Also  a 
French  man-of-war  steamer  (side  wheel)  and  one  British  merchant 
propeller,  brig-rigged.  Observing  a  sloop  to  the  northward,  1  got 
uiiderwav  and  at  8  a.  m.,  May  28,  in  9  fathoms  of  water,  light-houBe 
at  Point  Isaliel  liesringper  compass  W.  by  N,,  distant  8  miles,  I  seized 
sloop  Kate  fijVfl  tons,  with  18  bales  cotton.  Peter  Miller,  master,  and 
crew  of  two  men;  secured  her  papers,  She  loaded  at  Houston  and 
came  out  at  Velasco,  and  being  too  small  for  distant  navigation  at  sea, 
I  took  on  board  her  cotton  for  safe-keeping.  I  observed  inside  of 
Brazos  Santiago  two  largo  schooners  and  two  sloops,  and  returned  to 
the  Rio  Grande,  where  1  anchored  aViout  noon  in  b\  fathoms,  mouth  of 
the  river  bearing  per  compass  S.  W.,  distant  2i  miles.  I  immediately 
sent  a  boat  to  the  Mexican  shore  with  a  letter  (copy  marked  No.  1) 
for  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras  and  to  enquire  for  a  pilot  for  Point 
Isabel.  At  11a,  m.,  29th,  I  received  a  reply  to  my  letter  from  the 
U,  S.  consul  at  Matamoras  (copy  marked  No.  2),  and  supposing  the 
two  schooners  which  I  saw  yesterday  inside  of  the  Brazos  Santiago  to 
be  the  privateers  referred  to  in  his  letter.  I  ran  the  ship  up  to  that  bar 
at  midnight,  and  at  2  a.  m..  Mav  30,  sent  in  an  expedition  of  four  boats 
and  87  men  under  Lieutenant-Commander  Chester  Hatfield  to  capture 
the  vessels  lying  there  and  to  spike  a  battery  of  three  guns  which  was 
iiaid  to  be  established  there  at  Point  Isal>el.  The  Iwats  hnmght  out 
one  schooncrof  lOii  tons,  called  the  i^/'(*,'  she  was  found  deserted  and 
without  cargo  or  papers;  also  a  fishing  scow  and  two  fishermen.  The 
boats  captured  at  Point  Isabel  a  sloop  of  lOO  tons  with  an  assorted 
uai^  and  a  crew  of  three  men.  She  had  no  papers,  but  an  English 
ensign  was  found  on  board,  and  the  crew  said  she  was  the  Victoria, 
from  Jamaica,  that  her  captain  left  her  the  night  before  expecting 
the  attack. 

In  attempting  to  bring  her  out  she  grounded  and  was  burned.     The 
names  of  her  crew  are  Luis  Obbits,  Peter  Stafford,  and  Joseph  Johnson, 
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A  large  quantity  of  her  afooda  was  found  on  the  wharf  abandoned.  The 
boats  took  on  board  12  Doxes  medicines,  tin,  and  spelter,  and  broke  up 
and  threw  the  rest  into  the  water. 

As  the  boats  approached  Point  Isabel  the  rebels  set  fire  to  a  large 
schooner  and  a  house  on  the  point.  They  also  attempted  to  blow  up 
the  light-house,  but  only  blew  out  the  fixtures.  No  battery  was 
observed  and  no  resistance  was  offered;  ten  or  twelve  mounted  guer- 
rillas appeared,  but  fled  at  the  discharge  of  a  howitzer.  The  boats 
returned  to  the  ship  about  11  a.  m.,  having  had  a  worthy  man,  John 
Newnaan,  seaman,  who  shipped  December  18,  1861,  at  ^Philadelphia, 
killed  by  the  accidental  discharge  of  a  musket  from  the  hands  of  a 
marine.  1  paroled  the  five  prisonei*s  captured  at  Point  Isabel,  and  five 
others  taken  in  the  sloops  Blazer  and  Kate^  and  sent  them  intx)  Brazos 
Santiago  in  the  little  %\ooiD>Kate^  viz,  Henry  Robb,  John  I^ng,  Peter 
Miller,  Henrj^  Fortman,  Frank  Mower,  Luis  Obbits,  Peter  btafFord, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Simon  L.  Holland,  and  Theodore  Holland. 

Christopher  E.  Delaney,  master  of  sloop  Blazer^  and  Frank  Luis 
have  been  sent  to  Key  n  est  in  the  schooner  Star  as  witnesses.  The 
persons  captured  at  Point  Isabel  assured  me  that  they  had  neither 
seen  nor  heard  of  a  privateer  going  out  from  Brazos  Santiago,  and  I 
have  heard  of  no  depredations  on  our  commerce.  I  infer,  therefore, 
that  the  consul  was  misinformed  as  to  privateers  fitting  out  there. 

The  Brooklyn  returned  y esterdaj'  to  this  bar.  W  hen  passing  Velasco 
saw  one  steamboat  and  one  schooner  in  the  river. 

Considering  the  sloop  Blazer  unfit  for  making  the  voyage  to  Kej' 
West  I  transferred  her  cargo  of  31)  bales  cotton  and  the  18  bales  taken 
out  of  the  sloop  Kate^  and  also  the  12  boxes  of  sundries  seized  at  Point 
Isa))el,  to  the  prize  schooner  Sfar^  captured  at  Brazos  Santiago,  and 
dispatched  herto-day  in  charge  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Robert  Beards- 
ley,  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

Acting  Master  Thomas  Pickering,  who  convoyed  my  letter  for  the 
consul  ashore  to  Bagdad  and  went  again  the  next  day  for  his  reply, 
called  by  my  direction  on  the  commandant  to  have  the  letters  for- 
warded, which  was  promptly  done. 

Mr.  Pickering  observed  an  extreme  reserve  on  the  part  of  the  oflS- 
cer  and  everyone*  else  in  speaking  of  things  on  the  Texas  side.  They 
affecteil  to  be  profoundly  ignorant  of  everything  on  the  ptnnt  oppo- 
site, professing  even  not  to  know  whether  a  battery  or  soldiers  are 
there  or  not. 

The  only  piece  of  information  that  we  obtained  was  that  the  last  of 
the  Texan  soldiers  left  Brownsville  on  the  morning  of  the  *Jl»th,  whither 
no  one  knew.  It  is  my  own  impression  that  ev(»ry  soldier  that 
Magruder  can  raise  has  boon  hurried  off  to  Ix)uisiana,  where  they 
intend  to  fight  the  Texan  l>attles,  and  that  the  line  of  the  Kio  (irande 
may  at  this  time  be  oi'cupied  by  2/KX)  men  without  the  loss  of  a  man. 

The  MifutrzmntK  a  French  man-of-war  side-wheel  steamer,  mount- 
ing six  guns,  lies  to  an  anchor  off  the  Rio  (irande,  in  ♦>  fathoms  on  the 
Mexican  side.  She  has  been  there  four  weeks,  and  I  understand  she 
stops  the  landing  of  arms,  munitions,  and  army  clothing,  and  that 
such  things  are  now  lightered  thence  occasionally  through  Brazos 
Santiago. 

The  officers  from  that  ship  visiting  me  assured  mo  that  the^v  had  not 
sent  a  boat  either  to  the  Texan  or  Mexican  shoi*e  since  their  arrival. 
Persons  captured  on  the  two  sloops  informed  me  that  the  Harriet  Lane 
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lies  at  Clopper's  Bar,  above  Bed  Fish  fiank,  having  a  few  men  on 
board. 

She  had  a  crew  who  were  taken  out  of  her  some  weeks  ago  and  sent 
to  Berwick  Bay.  Her  lower  masts  were  never  taken  out,  but  top- 
masts and  yards  are  struck.  One  of  the  coal  barks  is  on  the  bar  near 
her,  and  the  other  is  inside  the  river.  They  intended  sending  her  to 
England,  but  gave  it  up  in  consequence  of  her  carrying  only  ten  days' 
coal-in  other  words,  Aey  can't  make  a  privateer  of  her. 

I  shall  send  down  one  of  the  gunboats  or  the  Bienville  as  soon  as 
the  court  which  you  have  ordered  shall  have  completed  its  business. 

June  17, — I  sent  the  Itasca^  Lieutenant-Commander  R.  F.  R.  Lewis, 
down  to  Brazos  Santiago  on  the  13th  to  look  after  the  blockade  in  that 
quarter. 

Verj^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore, 
Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

CommcmdingWest  Oulf  Blockading  Sqiuidron^  New  Orleans, 


Beport  of  Comimydore  Bell^  U,  S,  N(wy^  regarding  affairs  on  the  coast 

of  Texas,  and  transmitting  reports, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 
Off  OaUeston,  Tex.,  June  2,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  left  this  blockade  on  the 
25th  May  in  charge  of  Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany  in  the  steamer 
Bienville,  and  proceeded  in  the  Brooklyn  off  the  Rio  Grande  to  enquire 
into  the  truth  of  one  or  more  privateers  having  been  fitted  out  from 
Brazos  Santiago.  Upon  my  arrival  there  on  the  28th  1  disi)atehed  a  let- 
ter (copy  marked  No.  1)  to  Mr.  L.  Pierce,  consul  for  the  United  States  at 
Matamoras,  and  receiving  his  reply  (copy  marked  No.  2)  on  the  29th 
I  proceeded  that  night  to  Brazos  Santiago,  and  at  2  a.  m..  May  30, 
sent  an  expedition  of  four  boats  and  87  men,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Chester  Hatfield,  across  the  bar  to  capture  two  schooners 
and  two  sloops  which  I  had  observed  lying  there  near  Point  Isabel 
light-house,  and  to  spike  the  guns  of  a  battery  which  1  heard  was 
established  there.  Tne  boats  encountered  no  resistance  and  saw  no 
battery.  One  howitzer  was  fired  at  ten  or  twelve  mounted  men,  who 
rode  off.  As  the  boats  approached,  the  people  ashore  burned  a  large 
schooner  and  a  dwelling  house  near  the  light-house,  and  in  attempting 
to  blow  up  the  latter  only  blew  out  its  fixtures.  The  boats  captured 
one  schooner  named  the  Star,  of  100  tons,  without  a  crew,  cargo,  or 
papers.  Also  a  sloop  of  100  tons,  lying  near  the  light-house,  with  an 
assorted  cargo  and  three  men  on  board,  named  Luis  Obbits,  Peter 
Stafford,  and  Joseph  Johnson.  No  papers  were  found.  Her  captain 
left  her  the  night  before,  fearing  her  capture.  A  British  ensign  was 
found  on  board,  and  the  men  found  on  board  said  she  was  the  sloop 
Victoria,  from  the  island  of  Jamaica.  She  had  been  in  there  about 
three  weeks,  having  cleared  for  Matamoras.  In  bringing  her  out  she 
ran  aground  and  was  burned  with  her  cargo.  The  boats  found  a 
(juantity  of  hmiidy,  wine,  medicines,  spelter,  and  tin  on  the  wharf, 
abandoned;  and  loading  up  with  12  boxes  medicines,  spelter,  and  tin. 
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they  broke  up  and  threw  into  the  water  the  rest  of  the  goods.  T 
men  taken  there  say  they  ha^e  not  heard  of  any  privateer  fitting 
sailing  from  Brazos  Santiago,  and  I  have  heard  of  no  depredatio 
upon  our  trade  in  th&^e  waters. 

In  latitude  •26'^  40'  N.,  longitude  %-  122'  W.  on  the  :J7th  May.  th« 
ship  seized  sloop  B]<tser,  of  L7  tons,  loadea  with  39  bales  cotton;, 
Christopher  E.  Delaney,  master,  and  a  crew  of  three  men.  No  ship'sj 
papers  were  found.  She  loaded  at  Houston  and  came  out  at  Velasco, 
bound  for  Matamoms.  I  sent  her  to  meet  me  off  Galveston,  and  at  8 
a.  m.,  28th  May,  in  9  fathoms  water,  Point  Isabel  light-house, 
ing  W.  by  N.,  distant  8  miles,  I  seized  sloop  Kate,  of  Q^^  — 
loaded  with  18  bales  cotton;  Peter  Miller,  mastei\  and  crew  of  ti 
men.  She  loaded  at  Houston  and  came  out  from  Velasco,  bound  i_. 
Matamoras.  Her  papers  were  secured.  She  being  too  small  to  make 
a  sea  voyage,  1  received  her  18  Imtes  cotton  on  board,  and  on  tha  30th 
May  1  paroled  her  own  crew,  also  the  crew  of  the  Blaser  and  the  men 
captured  at  Point  Isabel,  and  putting  them  all  in  her,  with  water  and 
provisions  for  two  days,  sent  tnem  into  Brazos  Santiago  or  Point  Isa- 
oel.  Their  names  are  Henry  Robb,  John  Lang,  Peter  Miller,  Henry 
Forttnan,  Frank  Mower.  Luis  Obbits,  Peter  Stafford,  Joseph  John- 
son, Simon  L.  Holland,  and  Theodore  Holland. 

Christopher  E.  Delaney,  master  of  sloop  Blazer,  and  Frank  Luis; 
have  been  sent  to  Key  West  in  the  schooner  Star  as  witnesses. 

I  regret  having  to  inform  the  Department  that  John  Newman,  a 
man,  from  Pouglikeepsie,  N,  Y.,  wno  enlisted  December  IS.  1861, 
Philadelphia,  a  worthy  man,  waa  accidentally  killed  on  the  expedition 
by  a  shot  from  a  musket  in  the  fiands  of  one  of  the  marines. 

I  returned  hither  yesterday,  and  finding  the  sloop  Blaser  leaking 
badly  and  unfit  for  making  a  voyage  to  Key  West,  I  had  her  appraisea 
(paper  marked  No.  3),  and  her  cotton,  39  bales;  also  the  cotton  from^ 
sloop  Kate,  18  bales,  and  the  12  boxes  of  sundries  seized  at  Poinf' 
Isabel,  put  on  board  of  "the  .-ichooner  Star  and  dispatched  her  to-dsy^ 
in  charge  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Robert  Beardaley,  for  Key  West 
for  adjudication.  No  other  Unitetl  States  vessel  of  war  than  the 
Brooklyn  was  in  sight  at  the  time  the  captures  weiti  tuade.  Her 
muster  roll  is  forwarded  herewith,  . 

The  French  man-of-war  steamer  JTfWJ-^csfw/ia  (side-wheel),  mounting:.] 
six  guns,  lies  off  the  Rio  Grande  in  6  fathoms,  on  the  Mexican  dide^ 
She  has  l>ecn  there  four  weeks  and  has  not  landed  a  boat  on  either 
the  Texan  or  Mexican  shore.  I  understand  she  stops  all  arms,  muni- 
tions, and  army  clothing  going  in,  and  those  articles  are  now  oucaaion- 
ally  lightered  round  through  Brazos  Santiago.  One  British  mercantile 
screw  steamer,  brig-rig,  lies  there.  The  other  vessels,  66  in  all,  are 
sailing  vessels. 

I  will  send  a  gunboat  in  that  direction  witbin  the  next  four  days. 

Persons  in  both  sloops  inform  me  that  the  steamer  Harriet  Lan» 
lies  in  the  upper  bay  at  Cloppor's  Bur.  She  had  a  crew  on  board 
ready  for  sea,  but  they  were  taken  out  of  her  some  weeks  ago  and 
sent  to  Berwick  Bay,  One  of  the  i«al  barks  lies  on  the  bar  near  her, 
the  otiier  bark  is  in  Buffalo  Bayou.     Seven  steamboats  are  in  the  bay: 


I 

i 
I 


(the  otiier  bark  is  m  Buffalo  Bayou.     Seven  steamboats  are  in  the  bay;   ^m 
two  of  them,  the  Bayou  Cify  and  Diana  are  rams  clad  with  1-inch   ^| 
I  iron  forward  and  barricaded  with  cotton.     One  or  both  of  them  lies  ^H 
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constantly  in  sight  of  us,  behind  the  battery  at  Pelican  Spit;  steam  on 
every  night  and  down  during  the  day. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Cormnodore, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington  City^  D,  C, 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 
Off  th^  Rio  Grande,  Texas,  May  28,  1863, 

Sir:  I  came  to  an  anchor  last  night  oflf  the  Rio  Grande  to  ascertain 
of  you  whether  a  privateer  of  any  description  has  been  fitted  out  from 
or  has  sailed  from  the  Brazos  Santiago  or  this  port,  and  whether  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  has  been  molested  l>y  privateers  in 
these  waters. 

I  would  be  thankful  for  any  information  you  may  give  me  as  to 
vessels,  trade,  and  cotton  in  Brazos  Santiago,  Aransas,  and  the  coast 
of  Texas  generally. 

My  stay  here  will  be  no  longer  than  is  necessary  to  communicate 
with  you. 

If  you  could  come  off  to  the  ship  I  would  be  ver}^  happy  to  see  you. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

L.  Pierce,  Jr., 

Consul  for  the  United  States  at  Matamoras,  Mexico. 


U.  S.  Consulate, 
Matamoras,  May  28,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  3^our  communica- 
tion this  evening.  Two  small  schooners  have  sailed  from  Brazos  San- 
tiago, one  al)Out  three  weeks  ago  and  another  a  few  days  later.  The 
first  carried  two  guns;  of  the  other,  it  is  only  rumored  that  she  also 
had  two.  One  of  them  had  been  waiting  off  the  port  some  days  for 
the  bark  ^c/Z/^Ay/' (American),  which  I  was  loading  with  refugees  from 
Texas.  The  })ark  got  out  on  Monday  night,  and  as  she  is  very  fast  I 
trust  she  is  out  of  danger. 

The  schooner  General  C  C.  Plnckney.  from  New  York,  was  boarded 
in  this  port  by  a  part}'  of  rebels,  captured,  and  taken  into  Brazos.  The 
sloop  Lapinhuj,^  while  coming  in  over  the  bar,  was  also  boarded  and 
captured,  and  all  our  American  vessels  have  been  afraid  to  hoist  their 
colors  while  here  for  fear  of  some  similar  outrage. 

I  have  the  official  certificate  of  the  captain  of  the  port  that  the 
Pinchney  was  in  Mexican  waters. 

As  to  running  the  blockade  at  the  Brazos,  vessels  have  })een  going 
in  and  out  at  their  convenience. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Zacharie,  who  has  already  spent  a  few^  days  in  Fort 
Lafayette,  has  received  four  cargoes  through  that  port  withm  a  month. 
A  cargo  of  arnhs  from  or  via  »Jamaica  has  also  entered  there,  and  from 
the  commotion  among  our  registered  enemies  since  your  arrival,  I 
should  judge  that  more  were  expected. 
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I  was  informed  yesterday  that  an  English  vessel,  now  lying  in  this 

f3rt,  had  a  quantity  of  amis  and  army  shoes  on  board,  and  that  the 
rench  frigate  had  refused  to  allow  her  to  land  them.  No  supplies  of 
any  description  are  brought  to  this  port  for  the  Mexican  army,  and  if 
there  should  be  such  a  cargo  below  it  will  be  taken  to  the  Brazos  by 
lighters. 

I  enclose  also  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  consul  at  Tampico,  by  which 
it  would  seem  that  many  vessels  are  running  into  that  port,  and  as 
there  has  been  no  ship  of  war  there,  the  trade  is  increasing. 

As  most  of  the  loafers  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  are  rebel  cut- 
throats and  have  no  f riendl}^  feeling  toward  my  person,  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  prudent  for  me  to  go  aown  without  a  large  escort,  which 
can  not  be  got  here,  as  they  are  all  gone  to  fight  the  French.  Other- 
wise I  shoiud  be  happy  to  accept  of  your  polite  invitation. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

L.  Pierce,  Jr., 

Z7.  fS.  Consul. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

U,  S.  S.  Brooklyn^  Coast  of  Texas, 


Order  of  Commodore  Bdl^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant- Com mand^r 
lletxry^  U.  S,  Navy^  coinmandm<j  U.  S.  S.  Sciota^  to  proceed  to 
Sabine  Pass. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston^  June  3^  1863. 

Sir:  Proceed  in  the  Sciota  to  Sabine  Pass  to  blockade  there  during 
the  absence  of  the  Oxoasco  and  Cayuga^  who  are  ordered  down  here 
for  two  or  three  days. 
In  blockading  alone  you  will  keep  well  off  the  land. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 
Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W.  Henry, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Cunhoat  Sciota^  off  Gal/veston. 


Letter  from,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear- Adnnral  Farragut^  TJ.  S. 
Navy^  regarding  the  detention  oj  ironclads  on  the  Atlantic  coast. 

Navy  Department,  Jtme  J,  1863. 

Sir:  Operations  are  to  be  continued  on  the  Atlantic  coast  which  will 
prevent  the  departure  of  the  ironclads  into  the  Gulf  during  the  sum- 
mer. I  trust  3'ou  will  be  able  to  hold  your  position  off  Mobile  in  spite 
of  the  preparations  of  the  rebels  in  that  harbor  under  Admiral 
Buchanan. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Bear-Admiml  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blo(^dg.  S^uadron^  New  Orleans. 
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Letter  from,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  ofState^  regard- 
ing measures  for  toe  restriction  of  traffic^ in  the  JRw  Grande. 

Navy  Department,  June  P,  186S, 

Sir:  In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  copy  of  dispatch*  No,  51 
from  the  vice-consul  at  Havana,  transmitted  to  me  with  your  letter  of 
the  6th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  suggestions  therein 
contained  are  worthy  of  consideration.  It  is,  in  every  point  of  view, 
important  that  early  and  effective  measures  should  be  taken  not  only 
to  mterdict  the  traffic  carried  on  with  the  rebels  on  the  Rio  Grande, 
but  to  afford  protection  to  loyal  citizens  in  western  Texas. 

I  shall  sena  a  copy  of  the  vice-consul's  dispatch  to  Rear- Admiral 
Farragut,  and  direct  his  attention  to  the  subject:  but  without  a  military 
occupation  of  Brownsville,  I  apprehend  the  naval  force  alone  will  be 
insufficient  to  either  blockade  or  protect  our  interests  in  that  quarter. 
The  navigation  of  the  Rio  Grande  must  be  left  unobstructed,  and  until 
the  left  bank  of  the  river  shall  be  occupied  by  our  troops  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  cargoes  that  are  formally  cleared  for  Matamoras  nave  a 
contingent  destuiation  for  Texas.  Most  of  the  shipments  to  Matamo- 
ras will,  until  such  occupation,  pass  into  the  rebel  region. 

The  subject  is  one  demanding  the  attention  of  the  Government  at 
the  earliest  available  moment. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nai^  to  Rear- Admiral  Farra^xd.  U.  S. 
Nafxy,  adiyisin(j  the  presence  of  one  (rr  more  vessels  of  war  in  the  Rio 
Granule, 

Navy  Department,  June  »9,  1863. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  dated  the  30th  ultimo, 
received  b}^  the  Secretary  of  State  from  Mr.  Savage,  the  vice-consul 
of  the  United  States  at  Havana,  and  communicated  to  this  Department, 
in  reference  to  the  perils  to  which  loyal  citizens  are  exposed  on  the 
Rio  Grande  in  endeavoring  to  escape  from  Texas,  and  to  the  capture 
of  American  vessels  by  guerrilla  bands  while  at  anchor  in  or  near  the 
mouth  of  that  river.  I  also  enclose  copies  of  two  dispatches  on  this 
subject,  dated  the  26t'i  of  March  and  25th  of  April,  received  b}'^  the 
Secretary  of  State  fr^ni  Mr.  Pierce,  U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras. 

I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  condition  of  affairs  about  the 
Rio  Gmnde,  as  inclicated  in  these  dispatches,  and  to  present  the  impor- 
tance of  affording  protection  and  aid  to  loyal  citizens  and  to  our  com- 
merce in  that  quarter. 

It  is  scarcely  to  be  expected  that  our  naval  force  alone,  without  a 
military  occupation  of  Brownsville,  Tex.,  will  be  sufficient  to  interdict 
the  traffic  carried  on  with  the  rebels  via  Matamoras,  but  the  presence 
of  one  or  more  vessels  of  war  in  that  vicinity  will  give  bett<ir  security 

*  Not  found. 
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to  our  loyal  citizens,  pi^event  open  outrages  upon  them^  and  guard 
against  the  capture  of  our  vessels  engaged  in  lawful  commerce. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg,  West  Chdf  Blockdg.  Squadron^  New  Orlea/ns. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  tJie  Secretary  of  State  regard- 
ing measures  for  protection  of  commerce  in  the  Rio  Grande. 

Navy  Department,  June  P,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  2d  instant,  enclosing  copies  of  dispatches  dated  26th  March  and 
25th  of  April  last,  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras,  relative  to 
the  seizure  of  an  American  vessel,  the  kidnaping  of  Colonel  Davis 
and  others,  and  the  capture  of  the  jLapwing  by  the  rebels. 

I  have  called  Rear- Admiral  Farragut's  attention  to  the  condition  of 
affairs  about  the  Rio  Grande,  and  to  the  importance  of  having  one  or 
more  vessels  of  war  there.  It  is  hoped  that  the  attention  of  the  Mex- 
ican authorities  will  be  called  to  the  outrages  committed  upon  citizens 
of  the  United  States  within  their  jurisdiction. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  t/ie  Navy. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Emory ^  U.  S,  Army,  to  Commodore 
Morris,  XL  S.  Navy,  requesting  tlie  aid  of  a  gunboat  for  the  protec- 
tion of  Brashear  City. 

Hdqrs.  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  June  9, 1863. 

I  have  just  learned  that  Brashear  City  is  threatened  by  a  formidable 
force.  Have  you  a  gunboat  you  can  send  around  there?  If  so,  oblige 
me  by  sending  it  off  with  all  possible  dispatch.  With  the  aid  of  a  gun- 
boat, I  do  not  doubt  the  place  can  be  held.  There  are  so  many  sick  it 
can  not  be  abandoned  without  time  and  loss. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.H.Emory, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 

Commodore  [Henry  W.]  Morris. 


[Telegram.] 

Hdqrs.  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  June  9,  J86S, 

Yours  received.  All  quiet  at  Brashear  City.  The  guns  and  aumui- 
nition  have  reached  there.  The  Hollyhock  left  here  at  5  o'clock  this 
evening.     Nothing  from  the  boats  in  the  Plaquemine. 

W.  H.  Emory, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Irwin, 

Assistant  Adjutaivt- General. 
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Order  of  Major-  General  Banks^   XJ,  8.  Army^  to  Brigadier-  General 
Emory ^  U.  S,  Army^  urging  the  presence  of  a  gunboat. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Before  Port  Hudson^  June  10^  1863. 

General:  Your  dispatch  in  regard  to  removing  the  guns  from  Fort 
Ch8ne  received.  The  commanding  general  wishes  you  to  urge  upon 
Commodore  Morris  the  necessity  oi  sending  the  gunboat  at  once. 
If  it  is  necessary,  however,  you  can  order  the  removal  of  the  guns. 
Please  report  when  the  boat  will  go  around. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ol^dient  servant, 

Rich'd  B.  Irwin, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Brigadier-General  W.  H.  Emort, 

New  OrlewM. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell^  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  arrival  of 
IL  B.  M,  S.  Styx^  for  communication  untfi  the  British  consul  at 
Galveston. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  June  12,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  8th  instant  H.  B.  M.  S.  xS^yiZJ  arrived  from  New  Orleans, 
and  having  anchored  outside  of  me.  Captain  Ward,  her  commander, 
visited  me  and  expressed  a  wish  to  confer  with  the  British  consul.  I 
pointed  out  to  him  the  beacon  on  the  flats,  where  he  should  display 
the  white  flag  and  British  ensign,  and  a  boat  from  the  forts  would 
come  out  to  him.  In  that  manner  he  communicated  with  his  consul, 
who  came  out  that  far  on  the  9th,  where  he  was  met  by  one  of  the 
Styx's  boats,  which  received  him  and  conveyed  him  to  that  vessel. 
After  a  visit  of  about  two  hours,  he  was  conveyed  back  to  the  shore  as 
he  came.  Captain  Ward  then  sent  an  officer  to  me  saying  he  was 
goincr  to  Havana  and  would  take  any  letters  I  would  wish  to  send.  He 
steamed  away  at  4  p.  m. 

Very  respectfully,  3'our  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodm^e. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg,  Westerii  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.,  New  Orleans,  La, 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S,  Navy,  to  Liexdenant- Commander 
Madlgan,  U.  S.  Navy,  commandinxf  if.  S.  S.  Owasco,  to  proceed  to 
Sahine  I^ass, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  June  13,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  Ovjo^co  to  Sabine  Pass  and  take 
command  of  the  blockade  at  that  place. 

Upon  your  arrival  at  Sabine  you  will  immediately  order  the  Sciota 
to  return  to  this  station  and  report  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
blockade  here. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 
Lieutenant-Commander  J.  Madigan,  Jr., 

Commanding  U.  >S.  Gunboat  (hvasco,  off  Galveston. 
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(h'der  of  Commodm^e  Bell^  U,  S.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant' Commander 
Lewia^  IL  S.  Navy^  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Itasca^  to  blockade 
Brazos  Santiago. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Of  Galveston,  June  IS,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  Itasca  to  Brazos  Santiago  and  stop  the 
trade  through  that  inlet,  where  the  IT.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras  repre- 
sented vessels  as  frequently  going  in  and  out,  some  of  them  lighter- 
ing contraband  of  war.  arms,  munitions,  military  clothing,  etc.,  from 
the  Rio  Grande,  whicn  the  French  have  stopped  in  that  direction. 
You  will  look  carefully  after  one  or  more  privateers,  schooners, 
which  have  been  reported  as  going  out  from  Brazos,  and  you  will 
also  extend  your  visits  and  observations  to  the  Rio  Grande,  where 
there  is  an  extensive  trade  in  contraband,  and  which  it  is  desirable  to 
break  up  as  far  as  it  may  be  in  vour  power.  I  would  suggest  your 
anchoring  always  on  the  United  Statics  side  of  the  boundary  line, 
which,  by  tn»aty  with  Mexico,  1848,  is  defined  as  ''  commencing  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  3  leagues  from  the  land  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Gmnde,  or  opposite  the  mouth  of  its  deepest  branch,  if  it  should  have 
more  than  one  mouth  emptying  directly  into  the  sea,  thence  up  the 
middle  of  the  river  following  the  deepest  channel."  You  will  return 
to  this  blockade  by  the  25th  instant,  looking  into  the  intermediate 
inlets,  viz,  Coi'pus  Christi,  Aransas,  Pass  Cavallo,  Velasco,  San  Luis, 
and  report  the  numl)er  of  vessels  you  may  see  inside  of  them. 

You  are  requested  to  economize  your  coal. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  II.  Bell, 

Comniod(yre. 

Lieutenant-Commander  R.  F.  R.  Lewis, 

Commanding  U.  S.  gunboat  Itasca,  off  Galvestmi. 


Repirrt  of  Rear- Admiral  Farmqut,  U.  S,  ^avy,  referring  to  the  rais- 
ing of  the  b.  S.  S.  Indianola. 

Flaosfiip  Moxongahela, 
JWt  Jhuhon.  June  13,  1863. 

Sir:  In  my  report  of  [April  (>]  I  informed  the  Department  that  I 
had  not  Ihmmi  able  to  find  the  wreck  of  the  ironclad  gunt)oat  Indianola. 

It  appears  that  I  was  deceived  by  the  people  w-no  represented  the 
veswel  on  the  right  l>anltof  the  river  as  the  //la/V/i^V/z,  which  it  appears 
was  the  mock  or  sha^m  gunlx)at. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter  informed  me  that  he  had  visited  the 
Indianola^  and  found  that  she  would  be  out  of  water  hy  this  time,  and 
that  he  had  suggested  to  the  Department  the  proprietv  of  making  a 
contract  for  mising  her.  We  have  vessels  of  Admiral  I*ortcr's  in  her 
immediaU'  vicinitv  now  all  the  time. 

The  two  guns,  tlie  iX  and  XI  inch,  are  on  a  battery  near  Shreveport, 
so  stated  to  me  by  one  of  trie  engineers  of  the  WMt,  whom  we  took 
prisoner  a  few  days  since.  1  informed  the  De|mrtinent  of  mv  sending 
the  AllM/trfMs^  Arizona,  and  I^Mtnlla  up  to  reconnoiter  Fort  be  Russy 
before  venturing  up  to  Alexandria,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe 
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that  if  the  officers  had  done  their  duty  in  supporting  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Hart  the  steamers  which  attacked  the  Albatrom  ( Grand 
Duke  Sind  Mainj  T.)  would  both  have  been  captured  and  the  guns  of 
the  Indianola^  or  some  other  guns,  recaptured,  as  Commander  Hart 
said  he  saw  the  guns  upon  the  lighter. 

The  engineer  of  the  Webh  informed  me  that  the  Albatross  put  a  shot 
through  the  steam  pipe  of  the  Mary  71,  cutting  3  feet  of  it  and  scald- 
ing bcuily  several  of  her  men.  An  explosion  also  took  place  on  board 
the  Grand  Duke^  burning  several  of  her  crew,  some  mortally,  result- 
ing from  the  igniting  of  some  cartridges.  Thus  both  vessels  were 
ready  to  surrender,  and  would  have  done  so  had  the  EstreUa  and 
Arizona  gone  up  to  the  Albatros^s  assistance,  who,  from  her  crippled 
condition,  was  unable  to  keep  up  the  action  without  assistance;  but,  as 
it  was,  both  were  abandoned  and  lost. 

As  I  informed  the  Department,  I  shall  bring  Lieutenant-Commander 
Cooke  and  Upton  before  a  court-martial  the  moment  Port  Hudson 
falls  at  the  first  favorable  opportunity. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear 'Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secntaty  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Goldsboi^aiigK    U,   S.  Navy^  regarding  the  dis- 
position of  the  cargo  of  the  2^^^^  schooner  llunter. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile,  June  U,  1863. 

Sir:  Owing  to  the  unseaworthiness  of  the  prize  schooner  Hunter, 
I  have  directed  that  her  cargo,  consisting  of  43  bales  of  cotton,  now 
at  the  navy  3'ard,  Pensacola,  be  sent  north  by  the  supply  steamer 
Bermuda. 

Acting  Master's  Mate  E.  L.  Hubbell,  who  was  witness  to  the  cap- 
ture, has  been  ordered  to  accompany  the  cotton  and  deliver  it  to  the 
order  of  the  U.  S.  district  judge  of  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Captain^  Comdg.  ])ivisi(ni,  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secrt'tary  of  the  JVart/^  Washington. 


Report  of  Captain  Marchand^  U.   S.  Navy,  commanding   U.   S.   S. 
Lackawanna^  regarding  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Neptune, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Lackawanna, 
At  Sea,  Lot.  ^.5^  18'  N,  Long.  85'''  I^V  W.,  June  H,  1863. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  whilst  at  anchor  off 
Mobile  at  daylight  of  the  13th  instant,  the  black  smoke  of  a  steamer 
was  seen  to  the  southward  and  westward,  and  b}'  signal  from  the  senior 
officer  I  slipped  cable  and  gave  chase.  . 

We  gained  graduiilh'  and  at  sunset  the  chase  was  in  sight.  The 
black  smoke  continued  visible  until  2  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
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14tb,  when  sight  of  it  was  lost.     It  was  then  two  hours  of  daylighfeJ 
and  I  continued  on  with  the  hope  of  seeing  it  again. 

When  the  day  dawned  a  steamer  hurnine  bituminous  coal  w 

eight  about  8  miles  ahead,  and  supposed  to  ne  the  same  we  had  beetit 
chasing,  but  which  opinion  was  subsequentiv  proved  to  be  erroneoua.^ 
Wo  continued  in  pursuit,  but  the  last-chased  steamer  proved  also  to  be 
remarkably  fast  and  by  frequently  changing  her  course,  burning  oily 
substances  in  the  furnaces,  throwintr  cargo  overboard,  made  every 
effort  to  escape,  nor  was  it  until  3:^5  in  the  afternoon  tliat,  a  shot 
striking  near  ner,  she  hauled  down  the  British  flag  and  surrendered. 

During  the  chase,  from  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we  ran  by  the  log 
109  miles,  and  for  the  last  15  mites  the  sea  in  her  wake  was  sprinkled 
with  cargo  which  had  been  thrown  overboaitl  from  her. 

The  captured  vessel  proved  to  be  the  iron  paddle-wheel  steamer  -J 
Neptune,  of  Glasgow,  2(Ki  tons  burden;  draft,  when  light.  5  feet,  and  .] 
when  ladened.  6  feet;  said  to  have  made  20^  knots  an  hour  on  her  trial  4 
trip,  and  commanded  by  Joseph  McCarthy,  bound  from  Havana  toj 
Mobile,  which  fonner  place  she  left  on  the  12th  instant.  r 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  chase  she  threw  overlioard  nearly  alii 
her  cargo,  including  the  mail  and  principal  part  of  the  ship's  papers^  J 
reserving  only  the  register,  crew  list,  protest  of  loss  of  cargo  in  a  Ir*"" 
passage  from  Mobile  to  Havana,  and  an  old  log  book. 

She  had  a  crew  of  ^0  persons  and  S  passengers. 

At  the  time  of  capture  no  other  Government  vessel  was  in  .sight,  and 
the  position  of  this  ship  wa.s  latitude  25°  4:i'  N.,  longitude  85'^  32'  W., 
the  Drv  Tortugas  bearing  S.  E.  by  S.,  distant  160  miles,  and  Mobile 
Point  N.  N.  yf.  4  W.,  300  miles.  " 

I  should  have  placed  a  prize  crew  on  board  and  sent  her  to  Key  | 
West  for  adjudication,  but  it  would  have  created  delay,  and  I  was 
anxious  to  rejoin  the  vessels  blockading  Mobile;  independent  of  which,  ' 
knowing  her  to  be  very  fast,  of  light  draft,  and  new,  having  every 
requisite  for  an  effectual  blockade  runner,  I  deemed  it  proper  to  take 
her  to  Mobile,  that  the  senior  officer  might  decide  as  to  sending  her 
north,  where  there  would  be  less  liability  of  her  being  again  converted 
into  a  blockade  nmner.  ' 

The  Neptune  had  made  trips  between  Havana  and  Mobile,  and  her  1 
old  log  book  shows  that  nh&  last  left  Mobile  with  a  cargo  on  the  mom-  j 
infr  ofthe  24th  May  last.  ' 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Marchand, 

Captain. 

Admiral  D,  G.  Farragdt, 

Commanding  Western  Gvlf  Blockading  S'juodnm. 

[Report  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 


Report  of  Captain  Marcltand,   U.   S.  Nary,  commanding   U.   S.   5. 

Lackaidanna,   rn^arding    the  capture   of  tlie    Confedei-ate  steamer  A 

HAnteTy  of  Mobile.  I 

IT.  S.  Steam  Sloup  Lackawanna, 

At  Sea,  Lat.  WT''  Sff  N,  Long.  Se-"  W   W.,  June  16, 1863 

AnMiRAi.:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  return  of  this  I 

ship  toward  Mobile,  in  company  with  the  captured  steamer  A^ejduna  I 
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(mentioned  in  my  report  of  yesterday),  nt  y  o'elock  this  morning, 
black  smoke  of  a  steamer  was  seen  ahead. 

This  ship,  as  well  as  the  Neptune,  gave  chase.  Every  effort  waa  J 
made  to  escape  by  trying  different  courses,  liiirning  rosin  in  her  fur- 
naces, and  throwing  overboard  bales  of  cotton.  Wo  gained  rapidly  I 
and  tired  shots  from  the  foreca.Htle  gun  to  tiring  her  to,  but  not  until  \ 
one  of  the  shots  struck  her,  without  iujurv,  did  .she  stop  her  engine  1 
and  round  to. 

When  we  took  posse.ision  no  other  (Jovernment  vessel  was  in  sight, 
and  our  position  was  latitude  at-  08'  N..  longitude  86^  0.^'  W.,  having 
rhaseJ  2tl  miles,  we  then  being  210  miles  S.  S.  E.  i  E.  fixim  Mobile 
Point. 

The  captured  vessel  was  the  (Confederate  steamer  Pfanttr,  of  Mobile, 
313  tons  burden,  commanded  by  Joseph  Lciicli,  with  a  crew  numbering 
25  persons,  and  having  2  passengeitt;  is  ovned  by  a  company  in  Mobile, 
and  has  a  draft  of  5  ^et. 

All  her  public  jjapers  have  been  preserved.  She  left  Mobile  Bay  on 
the  night  of  the  13th  instant,  bound  for  Havana,  having  a  cargo  of 
tt^5  bales  of  cotton  and  124  barrels  of  rosin,  the  coat  of  which  on  lieing 
shipped  was  $77,415.80. 

During  the  chase  between  GO  aud  80  bales  cotton  were  thrown  over-  | 
hoard  and  several  barrels  of  rosin  burned.  j 

I  am  now  taking  her  off'  Mobile,  yet  would  have  immediately  sent 
ber  to  Key  West  for  adjudication,  but  had  not  a  sufficient  number  of 
officers  and  men  to  man  her  and  at  the  aime  time  take  care  of  the  cap- 
tured passengers  and  crews  of  the  Xr-ptiiiie  and  Pfnnter,  numbering 
over  60  persons,  now  on  lioard  this  ship. 

The  engines  of  the  Niiptuui:  and  P/uitt'rare  good,  but  fuel  low.  1  I 
have,  therefore,  both  in  tow  of  this  ship  and  making  all  practical  ] 
speed  for  Mobile  Bar. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  B.  Mabchand, 

Capiain. 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farraqut, 

Ocfiiiriiandinij   Western  G\df  Blockading  Squadrtm. 

[Report  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  the  Sex;retary  of  the  Navy.] 


of  Commnd^'Tti  Bell,  U.  S.  N^avy,  regarding  tlw  impaired 
condition  of  the  U.  S.  xckomier  Rachel  Seaman. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  GalveOmi,  June  15, 1863. 
Sir:  The  schooner  liitchel  Seaman  came  up  from  Pass  Cavallo  ou 
the  loth,  her  sails  in  a  very  worn-out  condition.  I  have  repaired  them 
as  well  as  they  are  capable  of  receiving.  By  careful  management  and 
smooth  wcath'er  thev  may  hold  out  a  month  or  two  longer.  Her  rig- 
ging also  is  very  much  worn,  and  iier  centerboard.  supposed  to  have 
rotted  off.  is  of  no  use.  She  has  become  exceedingly  dull  and  is  less 
suited  to  blockade  than  any  vessel  in  your  squadron.  There  is  no  ves- 
sel off  Aran.sas  or  Corpus  t'bristi  since  the  departure  of  the  Andtfraon 
for  New  Orleans  a  month  ago. 


I 
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It  would  be  economy  to  convert  all  the  sailing  craft  we  have  into 
coal  vessels  with  light  crews. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Ooinviodore, 

Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.   Western  Gulf  Blochlg,  Sfjundnm^  New  Orleans^  L(i, 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut^  U,  S.  JVavy^  giving  a  detailed 

opinion  regarding  the  U.  S.  ships  of  war. 

Flagship  Monongahela, 
Beimo  Port  Hudson,  June  15,  1863. 

Sir:  I  trust  that  my  long  experience  in  the  Navy,  and  particularly 
my  war  experience  during  the  last  eighteen  or  twenty  months,  will 
justify  my  venturing  to  give  an  opinion  on  the  subject  of  our  ships  of 
war. 

The  vessel  on  which  I  have  my  flag  hoisted  at  this  moment,  while 
superintending  the  blockade  and  reduction  of  Port  Hudson,  is  a 
remarkable  specimen,  and  I  am  told  there  are  many  more  like  her  that 
I  have  not  seen. 

She  is  a  ship  of  1,378  tons,  larger  than  our  largest  class  frigates  of 
the  old  style,  and  yet  if  she  should  come  in  contact  with  an  English 
steamer  of  1,000  tons  (the  Rinaldo,  for  example,  or  one  of  her  class) 
she  could  not,  in  my  opinion,  contend  successfully  fifteen  minutes  with 
her,  and  she  would  scarcel}'^  dare  to  engage  one  of  the  old-class  frigates 
at  all  except  at  such  a  distance  that  but  Tittle  harm  would  be  done  to 
either. 

This  ship  has  two  Xl-inch  guns,  one  150-pounder  rifle,  and  four 
howitzers. 

The  Rinaldo  has  two  Armstrong  guns  of  68  pounds  and  16  broad- 
side guns  of  46  cwt.,  giving  her  more  than  three  times  the  chance  of 
hitting  that  this  vessel  has. 

The  frigate  has  more  than  six  times  as  many  chances,  and  although 
the  shot  is  not  as  large  or  as  destructive,  it  will  nevertheless  go  through 
the  ship  and  kill  and  wound  man}'  men;  they  would  also  be  enabled  to 
keep  up  such  a  continual  fire  upon  the  three  large  guns  as  to  render 
them  useless,  and  at  close  quarters,  our  men  having  no  protection,  the 
enemy's  musketr}'  would  be  able  to  prevent  their  reloading  their  guns. 

Such  has  been  the  case  in  two  or  three  instances  out  here;  nearly 
every  man  was  wounded  at  the  pivot  gun  on  board  the  Owasco. 

It  is  said  these  guns  are  intended  for  distant  shooting;  but  are  these 
vessels  so  fleet  as  to  enable  the  commander  to  choose  his  distance?  No! 
And  if  he  could,  is  there  sufficient  steadiness  in  the  vessel  to  enable 
him  to  fire  with  any  accurac}"  at  a  great  distance?  No!  If,  on  the 
contrary,  there  is  any  sea  running  at  all,  it  is  with  imminent  danger 
that  he  ventures  even  to  cast  loose  his  gun,  and  the  motion  so  rapid 
and  violent  that  he  reallv  must  be  an  expert  to  hit  a  vessel  at  the  ais- 
tance  of  a  mile  or  ev^en  a  balf  a  mile;  and  m  the  meantime  a  small  vessel 
with  more  stability,  more  gims,  and  perhaps  more  speed,  is  keeping 
him  close  aboard  and  pouring  in  })roadside  after  broadside  until  the 
leviathan  surrenders  to  a  pigmy. 


WEST   GULF    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON.  299 

I  assure  you,  sir,  that  I  am  afraid  to  trust  one  of  these  gunboats, 
with  nothing  but  their  original  armament,  even  among  the  miserable 
cotton-made  gunboats  in  the  river,  but  I  have  placed  on  them  two  or 
more  broadside  guns — 32-pounders  of  33  cwt. — and  I  fear  that  the 
country  will  find,  should  we  have  a  foreign  war  (when  it  is  too  late), 
that  these  vessels,  armed  with  the  big  pivot  guns,  will  be  no  match  for 
the  enemy's  vessels  of  half  their  size. 

I  do  not  think  there  should  be  a  pivot  gun  in  a  ship,  as  its  advantages 
are  by  no  means  equal  to  its  disadvantages;  they  are  suitable  only  for 
small  vessels. 

No  vessel  should  be  so  arranged  that  she  can  not  fire  one  or  two 
guns  directly  ahead. 

This  ship  can  not  tire  within  three  points  of  ahead,  and  here  at  Port 
Hudson,  where  we  tire  at  the  forts,  we  are  obliged  to  turn  into  the 
middle  of  the  river  and  expose  our  entire  broadside  to  the  tire  of  the 
enemy,  while  the  Richnumd  and  Hartford  lie  at  their  anchorage  and 
fire  two  IX-inch  guns  or  their  rifle^s  directly  ahead. 

Instead  of  pivots,  this  ship  could  and  should  have  twenty  Vlll-inch 

S^uns  on  the  broadside,  witn  two  100-pound  rifles  on  the  topgallant 
orecastle,  for  chasing  and  special  firing;  then  she  would  never  dis- 
grace her  captain,  officers,  and  crew;  but  if  such  a  thing  befell  them, 
the  fault  would  be  theirs  and  not  that  of  the  armament.  Her  arrange- 
ments, independent  of  her  armament,  are  bad;  much  of  it,  however, 
is  caused  by  the  first  error,  the  armament. 

She  should  have  a  poop  and  topgallant  forecastle  to  enable  her  to 
berth  her  crew,  which  none  of  .them  now  do. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Adm  tral, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Scc^rt^drtj  of  the  ^anj. 

Sharp-bowed  vessels  intended  for  sea  service  will  doubtless,  in  manv 
cases,  be  found  disadvantiigcous  in  rivers.  It  has  for  a  long  time  been 
a  question  with  naval  men  between  long-range  heavy  guns  and  a  more 
numerous  armament  of  lighter  j^uns.  The  heavy  guns  can  only  be 
managed  rapid! v  on  pivot  carriages,  and  some  officers,  who  prefer 
rapid  tiring  at  closi^  quarters,  have  given  the  preference  to  carronades. 

The  heavy  pivot  guns  can  not  be  carried  on  the  sharp  bows  of  a  steam 
vessel.  The  vessel  will  not  sustain  them,  and  there  is  not  room  to 
train  them  out  of  the  direct  line,  which  must  then  be  done  })y  sheering 
the  vessel.  For  practical  reasons,  in  seagoing  vessels  of  this  form  the 
pivot  guns  must  l)e  placed  nearer  the  middle  of  the  length  of  the  ship 
and  out  to  the  sides,  so  that  it  can  be  worked  on  either  side  and  he 
trained  to  10  to  15  degrees  with  a  fore-and-aft  line,  as  in  naval  service 
at  sea,  at  the  range  of  the  gun.  A  small  sheer  of  the  ship  is  of  little 
consequence.  Steam  vessels  in  action  at  sea  will  be  always  in  motion, 
and  thus  under  diff'erent  circumstances  from  attacking  a  fortitication 
in  a  narrow  riv(*r.  Steam  vessels,  for  plain  reasons,  are  relatively  long 
vessels  in  proportion  to  their  beam,  and  the  total  weight  of  their  arma- 
ment is  nearly  in  proportion  to  their  breadths.  The  vessels  referred 
to  have  made  12  to  18  knots,  which  is  supposed  will  in  manv  cases 


enable  them 


to]  select  their  distances  and  position.     For  river  pur- 


poses, when  the  water  is  smooth,  these  vessels  can  carry  broadside 
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piins  at  nil  iucrease  in  their  draft  of  water.     It  would,  indeed,  be  flesiM 


able  to  have 


laller  vessels,  with  more  speed, 


t  guns,  and  more'* 


stability;  but  it  is  feared  this  can  not  be  reached,  for  some  of  the 
requirements  are  incompatible  with  the  others,  and  still  more  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  to  increase  these  qualities  by  reducing  the  dimensions 
uf  the  vessel. 

{UemDniiidniD,  Admiral  FamKUt'n  letter. 

The  Mmwngakda,  tm  well  aa  the  aister  vessels  of  her  class,  was  eoi 
structed  for  speed  on  the  open  ocean,  and,  in  accordance  with  the  viewsJ 
of  Mr.  Steers,  the  weight  of  armament  should  be  distributed  in  a  line" 
with  the  keel. 

With  this  basis  the  armament  was  fixed  for  three  16,000-pound 
pivotgunH  before  the  keela  were  laid.  The  plan  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  fox  to  Captain  Harwood  and  Captain  Dahlgreu,  who  both  coin- 
cided in  opinion,  with  the  addition  of  a  50-pounder  Dahlgren  rifle 
on  the  forecastle  and  a  boat  armament  of  four  12-ponnder  howitzers. 

1  was  present  at  two  of  these  conferences  and  wrote  the  orders  for 
the  armaments. 

At  the  time  it  was  not  contemplated  that  the  Monungahela  ships 
would  be  wanted  for  river  work,  as  double-bowed  vej^sels  of  ligati 
draft  had  already  been  planned  for  that  service. 

So  far  as  Admiml  Farragut's  ai^ument  goeaj  it  amounts  to  thia; 
tbat- 

1st.  Vessels  should  be  armed  with  guns  to  lire  directly  ahead. 
Granted;  but  they  must  work  in  pivot,  or  else  the  bow  of  the  vessel 
should  be  so  constructed  as  to  work  the  guns  on  broadside  carriiiges. 

'2d.  Rapidity  of  fire  from  small  calibers  will  conquer  guns  of  large 
caliber.  Not  so;  liecause  one  ounce  bullet  will  do  more  damage  than 
a  pound  of  mustard-seed  shot,  and  one  15-inch  ball  beat  three  Ti-inch 
guns  in  the  Atlnnta. 

H.  A.  W. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farrctgui.,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain    GiUit^ 
U.   S.  Navy,  commaitding  U.  S.  8.  Ossipee,  to  proceed  to  duty  e 
Mobile. 

FLAOeniP   MONONGAHELA. 

Port  Hudson,  June  15^  1S6S. 

Sir:  Youra  of  the  Ist  instant  reporting  your  arrival  at  Pensacola  haal 

been  received.  I 

You  will,  in  obedience  to  the  honorable  Secretary's  orders,  proceod'J 

to  Mobile  and  take  your  position  as  one  of  the  blockading  squadroua 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 

Rear-  A  dm  tral. 
Captain  Jko.  P.  Gillis, 

Commanding  U.  S,  S.  Ossipee. 


[Tclegmm.) 

Navt  Yard.  June  15.  1863. 
How  much,  on  a  great  emergencv,  could  you  lighten  your 


Could  you  get  her  over  the  bar  at  New  Orleans  (     There  was  19  feetl 


when  the    Colorado  tried  and   failed.     Perhaps  there  is  more  now. 
Someof  theateamersjustreturnedcaiiteU  you.     Ascertain  and  answer   ' 
to-morrow  if  it  ih  a  sure  thing. 

The  steamer  MiMiaeippi,  or  MeCldlwi,  has  just  arrived  from  New 
Orleans  and  can  tell  you  the  present  depdi. 

G.  V.  Fox. 
Captain  8.  C.  Kowam, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rounoke,  Aator  Jlotme,  Nvw  York. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Rowan,  U.  S.  2favy,to  the  Assistant  Secretary 

ofttw  Nauy  regarding  the  depth  of  water  in  the  Patuieg  of  the  Miasu 

sifipi  Rivfr. 

Navy  Yabd,  New  York,  June  16,  1863. 

Sib:  In  compliance  with  your  telegram  of  last  night,  I  visited  the  ] 
packet  steamer  Roanoke,  a  trader  to  the  port  of  New  Orleans. 

The  commander  of  that  vessel  informed  me  that  the  best  water  op 
the  bar  of  the  South  West  Pass^the  best  channel — varies  from  15  feet 
to  18  feet.  The  last  trip  he  crossed  the  bar  without  touching,  draw- 
ing 16J  feet.  The  lead  seldom  gives  over  16  feet.  He  thinks  that 
over  19  feet  can  not  be  forced  over  the  bar.  I  went  on  board  the 
Mississippi,  recently  from  New  Orleans.  The  captain  was  absent  and 
could  not  be  found  m  time  to  write  by  this  mail.  I  had  a  long  con- 
ver,-*ation  with  both  mates  on  the  subject  of  the  best  water  on  the  bar 
of  the  Mississippi  River.  They  told  me  that  the  last  trip  the  ship  left 
New  Orleans  drawing  15  feet,  with  a  good  pilot  on  Imard.  The  ship 
stuck  on  the  bar  three  days.  Thin  trip  the  ship  left  New  Orleans 
drawing  11\  feet,  took  the  bar  under  a  full  head  of  steam,  struck  once 
and  passed  over.  In  the  course  of  conversation  I  remarked  that  a 
ship  drawing  22  feet  could  be  forced  through  that  soft  bottom  by 
means  of  two  powerful  tugs.  The  reply  of  one  of  them  was,  "1  should 
like  to  have  a  charter  for  such  a  ship,  becaase  I  would  be  certain  of 
sticking  on  the  bar  all  summer,"  The  opinion  of  both  of  these  men  is 
that  over  20  feet  can  not  be  foi-ced  over.  These  officers  inform  me 
that  the  lower  the  Mississippi  Kiver  is  the  higher  the  water  is  on 
the  bar. 

The  Roanoke  at  the  Novelty  Works,  with  her  turrets  and  guns  on 
boai-d,  draws  19  feet  forward  and  23i  aft  to  21  feet  3  inches.  The  ship 
now  draws  23  feet  aft  and  22  feet  forward,  with  500  tons  of  coal  for- 
ward of  the  center,  and  about  iU  tons  of  shot  and  some  provisions — say, 
10  tons. 

The  ship  can  not  be  lightened  to  less  than  21  feet  3  inches,  which, 
from  all  tne  information  I  have  yet  obtained,  would  make  the  passage 
of  the  bar  an  uncertain  thing. 

1  shall  obtain  all  the  information  I  can  and  send  you  the  result  if  it 
varies  from  what  I  now  furnish. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  KOWAN. 

Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy,  Washington. 


I 
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Order  of  Rear-AdmiTal  Farragut^  U.  S.  JVavy^  to  Lieutenant-  Com- 
munaer  Waiters^  U.  /S.  Navy^  to  report  for  duty  off  Pass  h  V  Outre. 

Flagship  Monongahela, 
Port  Hudson^  June  16^  1863. 

Sir:  Proceed  to  New  Orleans,  fill  up  your  provisions  and  coal,  and 
then  proceed  to  the  Head  of  the  Passes  and  inform  Commander  Sartori 
that  you  are  directed  to  cruise  off  Pass  a  I'Outre  for  pirates  and  priva- 
teers of  the  rebels. 

You  will  endeavor  to  find  out  the  parties  concerned  in  the  capture 
of  the  Boston. 

You  will  run  into  the  mouth  of  the  Pass  every  night,  and  be  very 
vigilant  in  examining  all  vessels  passing  in  or  out. 

Keport  to  Commodore  Morris  and  show  him  your  orders. 

You  will  communicate  constantly  with  Commander  Sartori  and  occa- 
sionally with  Conunodore  Morris  and  keep  them  informed  of  the  state 
of  things  below. 

You  will  discharge  your  pilot  and  get  a  bar  pilot  below. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral. 

Lieutenant-ConMnander  John  Waiters, 

Cornmcmding  Chinhoat  Kineo. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Faaragut.  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Commodore  Morris. 
TJ.  ./S.  jVdvy,  regarding  the  U.  8.  8.  Kineo  jor  blockading  the  mxmtk 
of  the  Mississippi  River. 

Flagship  Monongahela, 
Port  Hudson,  June  16,  1863. 

Commodore:  Perceiving  that  you  have  no  steamer  to  send  down  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  to  prevent  these  piracies  that  have  been 
committed  on  two  of  the  tugs,  I  send  the  Kineo. 

If  you  c^n  get  her  a  mast,  do  so,  and  when  it  is  ready,  send  it  down 
to  the  Portsmouth  and  let  her  put  it  into  the  Kineo,  but  that  will  not 
prevent  her  cruising  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Pass  and  running  into  it 
and  anchoring  every  night. 

She  must  discharge  her  present  pilot  and  get  a  bar  pilot  by  the  month. 
Old  Jones  will  be  able  to  assist  him  in  that,  or  you  may  be  able  to  get 
one  in  New  Orleans. 

I  shall  urge  General  Shepley,  as  before,  to  break  up  those  pilots 
below.  They  are  a  great  set  of  rebels  and  arc,  no  doubt,  connectea  with 
those  captures. 

Provision  and  coal  the  Kineo  and  get  her  off  as  soon  as  possible. 

Send  the  Tennessee  to  the  commanding  officer  off  Mobile  to  order  his 
gunboat  that  requires  the  most  care  and  repairs  to  be  sent  to  cruise  off 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and  then  she  can  run  up  occasionally  and 
make  her  repairs. 

RespectfuU}',  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral. 

Commodore  H.  W.  Morris, 

8enior  Naval  Offi<^er,  New  Orleans. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant- Cotmna)\d<*r  Lvwlt*^  V,  S,  -Vc/ry,  vommanding 
U.  8.  S.  Itasca^  regarding  the  capture  of  the  ftchoofur  Miriam. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Itasca, 
Off  Cmst  Tem^,  June  IS,  JS6J. 

Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  whilst  at  anchor  off  the  mouth 
of  the  Rio  Grande,  on  the  17th  instant,  a  sail  was  nMX>rte(l  from  the 
mastliead  to  the  northward.  I  immediately  ^ive  chase,  and  upon 
nearing  the  sail  discovered  her  to  l>e  a  s<*hooner  endeavoring  to  esi^ajx; 
us  and  eet  into  the  inlet  of  the  Brazos  Santiago. 

The  aepth  of  water  not  allowing  me  to  approach  the  Iwr  near  enough 
to  head  her  off,  commenced  tiring  at  her  at  long  range;  but  not  suc- 
ceeding in  hitting  her,  she  got  in  safely.  We  then  stood  off  the  land, 
and  at  night  stood  in  again  near  the  shore  and  near  the  inlet.  At  i*:30 
p.  m.  organized  a  boat  expedition,  under  charge  of  Acting  Master 
Sylvanus  Nickerson,  and  dispatched  it  for  the  purjK)se  of  destroying 
or  bringing  out  the  prize.  At  daylight  discovered  that  tlie  boats  had 
seized  the  vessel,  and  were  endeavoring  to  get  her  out  of  the  inlet  to 
sea.  At  about  meridian  the  prize  was  l)rought  safely  out,  and  proved 
to  be  the  schooner  Miriam^  170  bales  of  cotton,  more  or  less,  naving 
run  the  blockade  at  the  river  Brazos,  and  bound  for  the  Kio  Grande. 
No  papers  were  found  on  l>oard,  the  captain  and  crew,  except  one 
man,  having  deserted  her  upon  the  approac^h  of  our  boats.  Three 
flags  were  round  on  Ixmrd — an  English  ensign,  a  iMexican,  and  an 
American.  The  former  w^as  displayed  at  her  masthead  as  she  ran  into 
the  inlet.  I  have  this  day  dispatched  her  as  a  good  prize  to  Key  West, 
Fla.  I  can  not  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  great  perseverance, 
judgment,  etc.,  displayed  })y  Acting  Master  Nickerson,  in  charge  of 
the  expedition  that  has  resulted  so  successfully.  Two  master's  mates 
also  accompanied  the  expedition,  viz,  (jeorge  Sj>encer  and  Henry 
Mirow,  discharging  their  duties  with  great  zeal;  the  men  likewise. 
Very  resi)ectfully.  your  obedient  servant, 

Kob't  F.  K.  Lkwis, 

]Jei(t<  nuni'  C  'onnnandrr, 

Hon.  Gideon  Wkllks, 

Secretary  ({f  thr  yary^  Wa^s/t/ngfon^  /),  (\ 


Letter  from  thr  Srrnfori/  of  W^rr  to  t/te  Srrrrtary  fff  Stat<\  d<\sirlng 
remgnitlon  of  I'lndioss  s/tofrn  hy  the  co/nmanding  offaer  of  the 
French  corvette  La  Ti^iiphont , 

Wak  Depaktment, 
Washington  City^  June  18^  1863, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  correspondence 
between  the  commandant  of  the  French  corvette  />//  7'/V</y>//o//'Mind  the 
general  in  command  of  the  Tnited  States  forces  at  New  Orleans,  and 
to  suggest  that  the  high  ai)preciation  of  the  President  and  of  the 
Department  for  this  prompt  and  generous  consideration  for  our 
wounded  at  that  place  may  be  communicated  to  Captain  Marivault 
through  the  French  minister. 

Very  respectfully,  3'our  obedient  servant, 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 
The  Secretary  of  State, 

Washington^  D*  C. 
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Letter  from  Brigadier' General  Emory ^  U,  S.  Army,  to  Commodore 
Morris^  U,  S.  Nai^y^  iirging  the  need  of  a  gunhoa;t  at  Dorndd^on- 
ville. 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  June  18^  1863. 

I  have  this  moment  received  a  telegram  from  Donaldsonville,  by 
which  you  will  see  that  the  gunboat  is  really  required  at  Donaldson- 
ville.     I  hope  the  Klneo  has  started. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Emory, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 
Commodore  Morris. 


Report  of  Lieutenant' Commander  Weaver,  U,  S.  Naxry^  regarding 

expected  attack  upon  Plaquemine. 

Signal.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Winona, 

DonaldsonvUle^  June  18^  1863. 

Sir:  The  enemy  is  in  force  near  Plaquemine — cavalry,  infantry,  and 
artiller3\  The  force  that  made  this  morning's  raid  numbered  300.  It 
seems  they  intended  attacking  this  place,  fat  once  proceeded  here  as 
quickly  as  possible. 

The  commanding  officer  expects  an  attack.  With  the  assistance  of 
a  gunboat  the  fort  can  be  held,  in  my  opinion,  against  any  force  the 
rebels  can  bring. 

A.  W.  Weaver. 
lAeuteimnt'  Commander. 

Admiral  Farragut. 

Letter  from  Bear' Admiral  Farragut^  U,  S.  Navy,,  to  Major-  Geixeroil 
Banks^  U.  S.  Army^  regarding  reported  jjossessioii  of  Bonuldsonville 
and  Pl<iquemine  hy  the  enemy. 

Flagship  Monongahela, 

Donald^oyiville^  June  19,  1863, 

General:  I  arrived  at  Plaquemine  at  8  p.  m.,  hearing  all  the  way 
that  both  Donaldson  ville  and  rlaquemine  were  in  the  possession  of  the 
enemy*  that  they  had  a  force  of  2,000  infantry  and  600  cavalry,  and 
manv  heldpieces;  all  of  which  I  found  to  bo  false. 

About  100  of  the  Texas  cavalry  made  a  raid  upon  Plaquemine  and 
burned  the  steamers  that  were  there  and  captured  «omo  of  the  provost 
pickets,  but  they  lost  some  of  their  number,  and  were  shelled  by  the 
gunboat  Winona^  which  arrived  there  two  or  three  hours  after  they 
attacked  the  town.  They  also  burned  about  40  bales  of  cotton.  I 
found  your  ammunition  on  board  the  Time  and  Tu/e^  waiting  for  con- 
voy, and  sent  her  forward  under  protection  of  the  Winoru/. 

I  also  received  some  mortar  shell  for  the  mortar  boats,  which  will 
help  us  verv  much.     I  hope  to  be  back  in  time  to  see  Port  Hudson  fall. 

The  rebel  papers  say  tnat  Grant  has  Pemberton  in  a  circumference 
of  1,200  yards,  but  that  Johnston  is  coming  in  his  rear  with  70,000  men, 
and  Kirby  Smith  is  with  a  force  at  Milliken's  Bend.  This  last  is  not 
credited  by  our  side 
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We  saved  15  out  of  21  of  the  provost  picket  at  Plaqueminef  and 
may  recover  more  of  them. 

Major  Bullen  feels  no  uneasiness  about  Donaldsonville  so  long  as  he 
has  a  gunboat,  which  I  shall  leave. 

Wishing  you  early  success,  1  remain,  very  truly, 

D.  G.  Farragut,  ^ 

Rear-AdrnvirdL. 
[Major-General  N.  P.  Banks.] 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  June  19^  1863. 

The  gunboat  Princess  Royal  has  just  arrived  at  South  West  Pass 
from  Philadelphia,  and  Commodore  Morris  has  kindU'^  consented  to 
let  her  go  up  the  river  to  aid  in  repelling  the  enemy  at  Plaquemine  and 
opening  the  navigation. 

W.  H.  Emory, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Irwin. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Emory  ^  U.  S,  Army  .to  Commodore 
Morris^  U.  S,  Na/vy^  regarding  the  service  of  the  u.  S.  8.  Princess 
Royal, 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  June  19, 1863. 

1  have  just  learned  that  Admiral  Farragut  is  on  his  way  down  and 
may  be  expected  either  to-night  or  to-morrow  morning.  The  infor- 
mation he  will  have  about  the  state  of  the  river  and  the  enemy's  force 
at  Plaquemine  may  suggest  whether  or  not  it  is  necessary  to  send  the 
Princess  Royal  to  support  the  Kineo, 

I  have  the  honor  to  oe,  commodore,  very  respecfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  H.  Emory, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Commodore  Morris. 


Report  of  Captain  Stearns,  U.  S,  Army,  regarding  sHrmish  at  Pla- 
quemine, La, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  June  19,  1863. 

General:  1  have  to  inform  you  that  the  town  of  Plaquemine  was 
attacked  about  G:  30  a.  ni.,  on  the  18th  instant,  by  about  300  Confeder- 
ate cavalry.  They  succeeded  in  capturing  Lieutenant  Witham  and 
22  men  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Regiment  Maine  Volunteers,  whose  names 
are  annexed.  1  and  13  of  my  men  succeeded  in  making  our  escape. 
Upon  the  approach  of  the  cavalry  they  were  fired  upon  by  my  men, 
killing  1  man,  and,  as  I  have  since  learned,  wounding  2  others,  but  their 
force  was  such  that  further  resistance  was  useless,  and  the  place  was 
surrendered  to  them.  Upon  gaining  possession  of  the  town,  they 
immediately  proceeded  to  Bayou  Plaquemine,  where  the  steamboat 

N  W  R — VOL  2() 20 


met 

Sykfn  was  aground,  tired  iipou  and  wounded  one  man  w 
board,  and  then  set  her  on  tire.  They  also  captured  the  office 
of  the  steamboat  Aiigh- American .  woundiug  one  of  her  men,  and  then 
set  her  on  tire;  both  vessels  were  a  total  loss.  I  think  a  small  steam- 
boat called  the  Bdfmt>  was  also  captured  as  she  went  down  the  Bayou 
Plaquemine  the  previous  evening  to  get  a  load  of  molasses  about  4  miles 
from  the  river.  The  lioat  belonged  to  Edward  Pilcher,  of  New  Orleans. 
They  also  burned  80  bales  of  cotton  that  were  ready  for  shipment. 

At  about  9: 15  u.  m.  the  gunboat  Wiiuma^  commanded  by  Captain 
[Aaron  W.  ]  Weaver,  camo  down  from  Baton  Rouge,  and,  having  heard, 
when  5  miles  above,  of  the  capture  of  the  town,  immediately  com- 
menced to  throw  shell,  upon  which  the  main  liody  of  the  enemv  lefL 
I  then  made  my  way  to  the  levee,  hailed  Captain  Weaver,  an^  pro- 
cured a  boat  to  take  me  and  the  13  men  on  board.  Wo  also  had  the 
two  wounded  men  placed  on  board  the  Lu  /''tiurc/ie,  and  sent  along  witJl< 
my  dispatches  to  mton  Rouge. 

At  aoout  11  a.  m.  we  learned  that  a  portion  of  the  cavalry  bad 
returned.  Captain  Weaver  immediately  threw  shell  into  that  portion 
of  the  town  where  they  were  supposed  to  oc,  After  about  90  rounds  had 
been  tired  1  went  on  shore  witn  my  men,  assisted  by  a  squad  from  the 
boat,  and  matched  through  the  town  without  finding  any  of  the  enemy, 
but  we  learned  that  they  were  in  considerable  force  about  4  miles  bac^] 
and  under  command  of  Colonel  C.  D.  [Joseph]  Phillips. 

A  man  named  A.  Grass  was  arrested  for  having  guided  the  enemy 
into  and  about  the  town.  He  admitted  to  me  that  he  had  done  so,  but 
savs  that  he  was  compelled  by  threats  to  show  them  around  the  place. 
He  lives  near  Indian  Village,  and  has  never  ta.ken  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance. I  left  him  in  charge  of  Captain  Weaver.  Cpon  returnine  to 
the  boat,  Captain  Weaver  proceeded  to  Donaldsonville  to  warn  them 
of  danger  and  to  a.ssist  in  case  of  attack;  also,  to  leave  the  men  who 
had  escaped  with  me 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  there  is  a  force  of  from  5,000  to  S.OOftj 
men  between  Plai|ueniine  and  Simmesport;  also,  that  they  have  mV" 
eral  cannon.  It  was  generally  believed,  from  remarks  dropped  hr' 
Confederate  officers,  that  General  Green  was  approaching  with  a  bn*; 
gado  to  occupy  the  town  or  to  operate  against  Donaldsonville. 

We  lost  about  35  Entield  rifles  and  a  very  small  amount  of  commis- 
sary .stores, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Albert  Stearns, 
Captain,  F^-ovoat-Marthiil ,  Iberville  Parivh. 

Brigadier- Gene  ml  James  Bowen, 

Provont-Marshal- General,  Dupiirtnumt  of  th;  G-ulf. 


>ro-  ^^ 

tlM.^H 

i 


Order  of  Major- Goiend  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Briffodier- GeneraiM 
Einorn,  TJ.  S.  Army,  stativg  the  impoianbuity  of  sjHirin<f  anyfvree^M 
fr<mi  Port  Hiidfon. 

Hngiis,  pKit.  ne  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudmi,  June  W,  1S63. 
Gi^inkral:  If  the  gunboat  is  at  Brashear,  the  two  companies)  tlial 
went  there  can  escape  on  hor.     What  became  of  the  guns  at  Brashearl  J 
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The  commanding-general  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  him  to  spare  any  force  from  here  at  present.     He  relies  upon 
your  doing  the  best  you  can  with  the  small  force  at  your  disposal. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Rich'd  B.  Irwin, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 
Brigadier-General  W.  H.  Emory, 

New  Orleam^. 


[Telegram.] 

« 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  June  20^  1863. 

The  enemy,  in  considerable  force,  has  crossed  the  [Bayou]  Plaque- 
mine  at  Indian  Village,  and  passed  down  the  [Bayou]  La  Fourche  to 
attack  the  Opelousas  railroaa  and  Brashear  City. 

I  do  not  think  Donaldsonville  in  any  immediate  danger.  What 
force  can  be  spared  should  be  sent  down  to  Algiers  to  be  placed  on  the 
railroad. 

Communicate  this  to  Admiral  Farr^ut. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Emory: 

[F.  W.  LoringJ 

Aid'de-  Vamp. 

Commanding  Officer  of  Military  and  Naval  Forces  at  Donaldsonville. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  June  W^  1863. 

Your  telegram  received.  Enemy  have  approached  at  La  Fourche 
Crossing,  and  were  repulsed  by  (Colonel  Stickney.  Our  line  is  so  long 
it  is  impossible  to  hold  it  with  our  force.  They  have  already  cut  com- 
munication between  La  Fourche  Crossing  and  Brashear.  Urge  Gen- 
eral Banks  to  send  a  force  to  Donaldsonville  to  follow  in  their  rear, 
and  if  the  gunboat  at  Brashear  does  its  duty,  they  can  not  cross  there 
and  must  be  caught.     I  have  no  more  force  left  to  send  after  them. 

W.  H.  Emory, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 

Admiral  Farragut. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  June  20^  1863. 

The  railroad  track  at  Terre  Bonne  is  torn  up.  Communication  with 
Brashear  cut  off. 

It  is  idle  to  attempt  to  hold  90  miles  of  railroad  with  the  small  force 
I  have.  What  portion  is  cut  off  by  the  Terre  Bonne  operation  I  can 
not  tell.  I  have  at  this  moment  but  400  men  in  the  city,  and  I  con- 
sider the  city  and  public  property  very  unsafe.  The  secessionists 
here  profess  to  have  certain  information  that  the  forces  are  to  make 
an  attempt  on  the  city. 

W.  II.  Emory, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 

Admiral  Farragut. 
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Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Farra^ut^  U,  S,   Navy ^  to  Commodore  Bdl^ 
U.  S,  Nwvy^  to  send  a  vessel  to  Tam/pi'CO^  Mexico. 

U.  S.  FLAGSHir  MONONGAHELA, 

DonaldsonviUe^  La. ,  June  20^  1863. 

Commodore:  It  liaving  been  reported  by  U.  S.  Consul  Chase  at  the 
port  of  Tampico,  Mexico,  that  a  United  States  vessel  now  is  much 
needed  off  Tampico  bar,  you  will  please  send  the  first  vessel  that  can 
be  conveniently  spared  from  your  place  on  the  coast  of  Texas  to  com- 
municate with  Mr.  Chase  and  direct  the  commander  to  stop  and  look 
after  affairs  off  the  Kio  Grande  on  his  return. 
Respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 
Rear- Admiral^  Comdg.  Western  Gvlf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Senior  Officer  off  Galveston^  U.  S.  S,  Brooklyn. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut.^  TJ.  S.  Navy^  to  Commander  Read^ 
TJ.  S.  Navy^  commanding  U.  S.  S.  New  London.,  regarding  transfer 
of  command. 

New  Orleans,  June  22^  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Neio  London^  and  you  will  relieve  Captain  M.  Smith,  temporarily,  of 
the  command  of  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Mcmongahda,  1  hope  that 
when  this  service  is  finished  the  Department  will  have  found  for  you  a 
suitable  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Commander  Abner  Read,  U.  S.  Navy, 

C<mimanding  U.  S.  S.  New  London. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Fai^ragut,,  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Captoin  Emmons^ 
U.  S.  Navy^  to  assume  command  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Monongahel^i. 

New  Orleans,  June  22,  1863. 

Sir:  If  you  have  not  yet  fallen  in  with  the  Oneida^yow  will  return  to 
this  place  and  report  yourself  to  the  senior  naval  officer  present  here 
for  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Monongahela. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Adm  iral. 
Captain  George  F.  Emmons,  U.  S.  Navv. 

Key  West,  Flo. 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy^  to  the  commanding 
officer  off  Mobile,  expressing  surprise  at  the  passage  of  the  blockade  by 
two  vessels. 

New  Orleans,  June  22,  1S63. 


Sir:  I  learn  through  rebel  sources  that  the  tugboat  Boston,  latelj 
captured  off  Pass  i  IThitre,  has  been  taken  safely  into  Mobile.     '^^  ' 


This 
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vessel  must  di-aw  at  least  9  or  10  feet  of  water,  and  could  not  have 
passed  through  the  Swash  Channel.  She  is  the  second  vessel  that  has 
Deen  captured  off  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  and  carried  through  our 
blockading  squadron  into  Mobile. 

I  can  not  understand  how  the  blockade  is  run  with  such  ease,  when 
you  have  so  strong  a  numerical  force. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-AdTniraL 
Commanding  Officer  off  Mobile. 


Letter  front  Brigadier-  General  Emory  V.  S.  Amiy^  to  Rear- Admiral 
Fan'o^ut^  U.  S.  Namy^  regarding  the  inxyvement  of  the  enemy  on 
Brasfiear  City, 

June  22, 1863. 

Admiral:   Colonel  Cahill  has  made  a  junction  with  Stickney  at 
La  Fourche. 

The  enemy  were  repulsed  by  Stickney  before  the  junction.  If  they 
attempt  to  move  toward  Brashear,  I  will  order  them  to  be  attacked  in 
the  rear,  so  that  I  do  not  doubt  we  can  keep  them  from  Brashear  long 
enough  to  enable  a  gunboat  to  get  there,  and  if  in  the  meantime  Port 
Hudson  fall,  we  will  bag  them  or  drive  them  into  the  lake. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

W.  H.  Emory, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 
Admiral  Farragut^- 

Commanding  U,  S.  Naval  Forces, 


Order  (f  Rear- Admiral  Farragut^  U,  S,  Navy^  to  Acting  Master 
Brouyiu\  U,  S.  Navy,,  commanding  U,  S,  Irrig  Bohi^^^  to  proceed  to  the 
coaM  of  Texaf<, 

New  Orleans,  June  ^^,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  at  once  to  the  coast  of  Texas  with  the  U.  S. 
brig  Bohlo  under  your  command,  and  upon  your  arrival  you  will 
report  yourself  to  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  for  such  station  as  he  may 
assign  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Acting  Master  Geo.  W.  Browne, 

Crnnmanding  V.  S.  Brig  Bohio 


Lettd*  from  Rear- Admiral  Farra<jxd.^  ZL  S.  Navy,,  to  Major- General 
Banhti,^  f/,  S.  Arjny,  regarding  operations  at  Plaquemine  and 
Donaldson  vil/c. 

Nenv  Orleans,  June  22,  lS6.i. 

General:  I  arrived  at  Plaquemine  just  in  time  to  find  that  the  gun- 
boat Wi7io?ia  had  shelled  the  enemy  out  of  the  town  and  that  the  town 
had  suffered  also.  The  enemy  burned  two  steamers — the  Syk^^s  and 
the  Anglo- Anieri CO )i  —the  former  being  aground  and  the  latter  trying  to 
get  her  off. 
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« 

I  learn  that  there  were  3,000  men  in  the  raid,  all  Texans,  and  that 
they  were  going  to  Donaldsonvillc  to  get  stores,  etc.  They  have  no 
baggage  wagons,  or  only  a  few.  They  live  on  the  countrv  from  day 
to  day,  and  nave  only  ammunition  for  a  show  fight  (what  they  have  in 
their  boxes  and  caissons).  They  have  fifteen  G  and  8  pounders  and  one 
20 -pounder  Parrott.  They  say  that  they  heard  Taylor  had  1,500 
men  below  who,  I  suppose,  are  now  attacking  La  Fourche  Crossing, 
where  our  people  have  repulsed  them  twice.  General  Emory  has  sent 
reinforcements. 

1  think,  general,  it  is  bad  policy  to  have  guns  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  river  when  there  are  not  men  enough  to  defend  Uiem.  The 
enemy  will  certainly,  if  defeated  at  Bi-ashear  City  (which  they 
announced  as  their  next  place  of  attack  to  procure  ammunition  and 
provisions),  make  an  effort  to  obtain  those  supplies  from  Fort  Banks 
or  the  foil  at  Donaldsonvillc.  If  they  once  g-et  either  of  those  works 
they  may  capture  transports  and  do  us  much  damage  before  we  find  it 
out  and  dislodge  them.  I  have  at  Brashear  City  the  only  gunboat  that 
can  enter  the  bay  except  those  alcove  Port  Hudson. 

These  i)eople  may  ao  us  some  damage,  but  if  Port  Hudson  falls 
within  a  week,  with  5,000  men  you  can  capture  every  one  by^  landing 
above  and  marching  down  upon  them. 

I  will  be  up  in  a  day  or  two,  but  I  know  that  Captiiin  Alden  will  do 
all  that  I  could  do  if  1  were  there. 

I  concentrated  three  or  four  gunboats  at  Donaldsonvillc  in  a  few 
hours,  which  induced  the  rebels  to  give  it  up. 

Wishing  you  every  success,  respectfully  and  trul}'  yours, 

D.  G.  f^ARBAGUT, 

ReaV'Admivah 
Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Cmnmandmg  Departmeiit  of  the  Gulf. 


Order  of  Br i (fad! er- General  Emory^  U,  S,  Army.^  to  th^  commanding 
officer  at  Bnt^hear  City^  tranmnUtlng  instru<^t!o7i8  to  the  naval 
commander  at  that  place. 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

June  23,  1863. 

1  have  received  the  following  dispatch  from  General  Banks,  which  is 
sent  you  for  your  information  and  that  of  the  naval  commander  at 
Brashear  City,  to  whom  1  will  thank  you  to  comuuuiicate  a  copy  of 
tnese  instructions. 

If  compelled  to  leave  there,  what  public  property  you  can  not  })ring 
off  destroy  effectually. 

The  steamer  Crescent,  which  takes  this,  is  sent  to  aid  you  in  carrying 
out  these  orders. 

If  you  do  not  require  her  services,  send  her  inuuediately  back  with 
sick  and  public  property  not  required  at  Biushear. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

W.  H.  Emory, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Commanding  Officer  at  Brashear  City. 
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[Enclosure.] 

Camp,  June  21— ^ p.  m. 

Your  dispatch  in  regard  to  Brashear,  saying  that  you  have  sent 
round  the  Saint  Majy's^  is  received.  The  commanding  general  does 
not  regard  it  as  important  that  we  should  run  any  great  risk  to  save 
Brashear.  He  desires  that  you  will  send  orders  to  Brashear  to  get  off 
everything  of  value  there,  and  at  Bayou  Bceuf,  including,  especially, 
the  guns,  and,  when  pressed  by  the  enemy,  to  retire  on  board  tne 
transports  and  proceed  to  New  Orleans. 

The  gunboat  should  remain  in  Berwick  Bay,  to  prevent  the  enemy 
coming  across. 

Rich'd  B.  Irwin, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 

General  Emory. 

Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut^  U,  S,  Navy^  transmitting  extracts 
from  reports  regarding  affairs  near  Galveston. 

No.  105.]  Flagship  Pensaoola, 

New  Chileans,  June  23,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  extracts*  from  communi- 
cations received  by  me  from  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  commanding  the 
Texan  blockade.     These  extracts  set  at  rest  the  question  concerning 
,     the  privateers  fitting  out  at  Brazos  Santiago,  besides  giving  much 
other  valuable  information. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Hear- A  dm  iral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

IT.  S.  S.  Brooklyn, 

Off'  Galveston,  June  17,  1863. 

Dear  Admiral: 

*  «  «  » 

I  observe  very  few  soldiers  about  the  forts,  and  I  incline  to  the 
belief  that  they  liave  not  more  than  two  regiments  (probably  not  more 
than  one)  on  that  whole  island.  1  think  2,000  men  promptly  sent, 
with  means  for  landing  on  the  beach,  and  one  or  two  steamers  draw- 
ing 4  or  5  feet  water  to  run  over  the  flats  and  for  passing  through 
Pass  San  Luis  into  West  Bay  for  burning  the  bridge.  All  the  steam- 
boats but  one  have  been  absent  from  the  oay  for  a  week.  I  can't  sur- 
mise the  cause  of  it,  unless  thev  are  engaged  transporting  supplies  up 
the  Trinity  for  their  army.  I  believe  also  that  the  Rio  Grande  is 
without  a  soldier  on  it,  and  that  it  may  be  occupied  now  without 
resistance. 

Yours,  vei-y  cordially, 

H.  H.  Bell. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Covidg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Netn  Orleans, 

*One  enclosure  found. 
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Ordei'  of  Rear-Admhal  Farragnt^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Commander  WooUey^ 
TI,  S.  Na/vy^  aymmanding  naval  forces  at  DonaldsonviUe, 

Flagship  of  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

New  Orleans^  June  ^^  1S63. 

Sir:  I  have  no  instructions  to  give  j^ou,  except  to  remain  where  you 
are.     Be  vigilant  and  watchful  of  the  enemy's  movements;  they  have 
taken  Berwick  Bay  and  are  marching  upon  New  Orleans  in  force.     I 
shall  remain  here  to  receive  them. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Adndral. 
Commander  M.  B.  Woolset, 

Coimnanding  Naval  Forces  at  DonaldsonviUe, 


[Telegram.] 


U.  S.  MiLiTART  Office, 

New  Orleans^  June  21^.^  186S. 

Dear  Sir:  The  following  is  a  copy  of  message  just  received  from 
South  West  Pass: 

On  arrival  at  Atchafalaya  Bay,  met  eunboat  HoUyhjock  and  U.  S.  transport  Kepper, 
They  report  the  surprise  and  capture  of  Brashear  City,  morning  of  the  23a,  at  5  a.  m., 
by  rebel  forces.  The  attack  was  made  by  10  more  artillery  from  Berwick  Bay,  and 
a  rebel  force  which  effected  a  landing  on  the  north  side  of  the  island;  came  acron 
Flat  Lake  on  rafts. 

Nothing  was  saved.  The  provost-marshal  and  a  few  only  escaped  who  were  on 
board. 


Colonel  S.  B.  Holabird,  U.  S.  Army, 

Quartennaster. 

Itespectfully,  yours, 
Brigadier-General  Emory. 


W.  II.  Talbot, 
U.  S.  Dranspori  fikimt  Mary's. 


H.  Stouder,  Operator, 


[Telegram.] 

Before  Port  Hudson,  June  21^^  186S, 

Your  telegram  just  received.  Can  you  not  send  the  gunboat  to 
Brashear  City  and  prevent  their  crossing  guns  ?  Why  is  Cahill  unable 
to  fallback^ 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major- Geju-ral^  Confimaiiding. 
Brigadier-General  Emory. 


[Telegram.] 


Flagship  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Nefio  Orleans,,  June  ^4>  186S, 
Direct  Captain  Watters  to  drop  down  the  river  after  daylight  to  the 
Red  Church  Landing,  in  front  of  Boutte  Station,  on  the  f^ew  Orleans 
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and  Opelousas  Railroad,  and  watch  there  for  the  enemy,  who  may  try 
to  get  over  by  a  road  running  from  the  Mississippi  Kiver  to  Boutte 
Station. 

D.  G.  Fabragut, 

Rear-AdmircLl. 
Captain  [M.  B.l  Woolsey, 
U,  S.  S.  Princess  Royal. 


[Telegram.] 


Headquarters  i)efen8E8  of  New  Orleans, 

June  2]^,  1863— 11:  SO  p.  m. 

Admiral  Farragut  has  repeatedly'  informed  me  he  can  send  no  gun- 
boat. The  one  there,  unable  to  prevent  the  enemy  crossing,  retreated 
and  is  now  on  its  way  here.  The  chances  are  that  CahUl  may  get 
here      ♦    ♦    ♦ 

W.  H.  Emory, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Irwin. 


Order  of  Major- General  Ba^iJcs^  U,  S.  Army^  to  Brigadier' General 
Emory^  IL  S,  Army^  regarding  measures  for  the  defense  of  New 
Orleans, 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson,  June  ^5, 1863. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  is  received.  1  have  ordered  transportation  here, 
and  will  hold  one  brigade  in  readiness  to  move  at  call  to  your  sup- 
port. Two  gunboats  should  be  at  once  sent  to  Berwick  Bay  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  planting  the  heavy  guns  in  the  forts  that 

Srotect  the  approaches  to  the  bay  from  the  Gulf.  Brashear  can  be 
efended  only  by  the  navy.  It  is  incredible  that  the  gunboats  should 
have  allowed  such  a  force  as  you  described  to  cross  without  notice,  or 
that  the  Hollyhock  should  have  left  without  taking  off  the  garrison. 
We  only  want  three  days  more  here. 

Very  respectfully,  3  our  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major-  General,  Coinmanding. 

Brigadier-General  W.  H.  Emory,  NeiD  (Jrleans. 


letter  from  Brufadler-  General  Emory  ^  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear- Admiral 
Farragut^  U.  S,  Nary,  forwarding  request  from  Major- General 
Banks  for  two  gvnhoats. 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

Jtme  m,  1863. 

General  Banks  directs  me  to  apph^  for  two  gunboats  to  go  round  to 
Brashear,  '"to  prevent  th(^  enemy  putting  the  guns  in  the  forts  that 
protect  the  approaches  to  the  bay  from  the  Gulf." 
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After  your  telling  me  a  few  days  ago  that  you  had  none  of  the  right 
draft  to  send  round  there,  I  should  not  now  make  the  application, 
excepting  that  I  am  directed  to  do  so. 

It  is  also  proper  .to  state  that  the  general's  directions  to  me  were 
without  any  knowledge  of  what  you  had  previously  told  me  on  the 
subject. 

I  herewith  send  enclosed  some  information*  left  at  my  office  by  the 
Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Flanders,  the  member  of  Congress  from  this  district. 

1  am,  admiral,  with  high  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Emort, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 
Admiral  Farragut. 


Letter  from  Brigad/ler- General  Emory  ^  U.  S.  Army^  to  Rear- Admiral 
Farragut^  U,  S.  JVavy^  miggestiiig  an  expedition  againM  smugglers  on 
Lake  Salvador, 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

Jim^  25,  1863. 

There  is  a  nest  of  smugglers  on  Lake  Salvador,  or  Ouacha,  which 

communicates  with  this  by  the  Bayou  des  Families.     If  you  could 

spare  one  or  two  launches  to  send  in  there,  they  would  make  a  rich 

haul  and  do  the  Government  much  service. 

These  smugglers  are  now  in  direct  communication  with  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  etc., 

W.  H.  Emory, 
Brigadier-  General,  Cwmnanding. 
Admiral  Farragut. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut.,  JJ.  S.  JVat^y,  acknxnol^dgi7ig 
cor]fidentinl  dispatch  from  the  Departmeni. 

No.  106.]  Flagship  Pensacola, 

NeiJO  Orleans,  June  25,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  June  3, 
1863,  marked  confidential.  I  shall  continue  to  blockade  the  port  of 
Mobile,  but  as  to  Admiral  Buchanan's  preparations,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  fathom  them.  1  have  no  apprehension  of  the  ironclads  on  the 
sea,  and,  so  far  as  my  experience  goes,  they  are  more  effective  at  a  dis- 
tance than  at  close  quartei*9.  If  we  can  once  get  them  outside  of  the 
bar,  1  think  the  blockaders  will  render  a  good  account  of  them,  unless 
they  are  different  from  any  I  have  seen.  The  Essex,  under  Commander 
C.  H.  B.  Caldwell,  has  rendered  excellent  service,  but  even  at  the 
distance  of  a  mile  and  a  half  the  enemy  has  frequently  penetrated  her 
casemates. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


*  Not  found. 
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Letttir  from  JRear-Admiral  I^arragat,  U.  S.  JVavi/.  to  Com  nuitliire  Bell,  I 
V.  t>.  Navy,  reporting  the  aipture  of  Bntsftear  City  hy  the  emmiy  ] 
and  their  approach  to  New  Orleans.  I 

Flagship  Pbnsacoia,  I 

New  (M€a7is,  Jmu'  25.  IStiS.       J 

Commodore:    We  are  beginning  to  understand  your  letter  about  I 
Mngnidcr  rending  [ill  the  ti-oops  out  of  Texas,     They  are  now  at  the  I 
end^of  the  i-ailroad  Kud  have  captured  Brashcar  City  in  a  force  Honie  I 
8,00(1  or  10,000.     A  part  of  the  force  canie  on  tlie  Mississippi  op[>asite 
Port  Hudson,     Our  people  whipped  them  at  La  Fourohe,  killed  50 
and  wounded  250,  but  Mouton  crossed  over  and  took  Brashear  City 
while  our  boat  waa  looking  for  cotton  and  landing  some  soldiers.    She 
had  shelled  them  all  around  before  then  until  tnev  returned  to  Bra- 
shear,  where  they  crossed  the  Atuhafalaya  and  took  them  in  the  rear, 
and  the  fort  surrendered.     They  are  now  marching  upon  this  city,  and 
we  are  expecting  to  have  a  lively  time.     I  foUowea  the  party  down  the  . 
river  and  prevented  them  from  attacking  Dona Idsonvi lie,  and  so  they  | 
continued  on  down  to  meet  Mouton  at  Brashear.     I  did  think  of  sena-  j 
ing  for  you,  but  I  think  we  have  enough  here  at  present.     I  liave  the 
Portsmouth,  Penaacir/a,  Mononaaftela,  and  sevei'al  smaller  vessels.     I  { 
have  the  Tennesitee  for  my  "  vedette  vessel,"  and  will  try  to  make  my- 
self a  little  comfortable  on  board  of  her.     The  idea  is  that  the  moment  1 
the  rebel  array  arrives  opposite  New  Orleans  the  reljels  in  the  citv  will 
rise  and  seize  the  arms  and  public  stores  in  the  city  and  go  aliead. 
We  will  forget  our  humanity  in  such  a  case,  and  therefore  1  trust  it 
will  not  occur.    1  am  di[*posing  of  everything  now  for  the  attack.    The 
whole  object  of  the  enemy  ia  to  divert  mnks  from  Port  Hud,son.    That 
siege  goes  on  slowly,  but,  I  trust,  .surely.     I  wish  to  go  back  there; 
but  it  is  impossible,  for  New  Orleans  would  be  gone,  and  I  must  go 
with  it. 

The  Neio  London  or  some  other  boat  will  Iw  sent  you  in  a  few  days, 
so  that  you  will  be  able  to  send  the  worst  of  vour  gunboats  to  this 
place  orPensacolaorShip  Island  for  repairs.     Useyour  own  judgment.  , 

Wishing  you  a  pleasant  time, 

I  remain,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant. 

D.  G.  Farragut. 

Ji>^ar-A<i'oiro/. 

Commodore  H,  H.  Bbll, 

Commandinij  on  the  C'oaat  of  TexoK. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Farragut,  fJ.  S.  Navp,  to  Commmhrre  Bell, 
U.  S.  Navy,  acknoipUdyitig  report  ri»/arduig  affairs  in  Texas. 

New  Orleans,  June  So,  1863. 

Sib;  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  rec<»ipt  of  your 
dispatch  or  the  2d  instant,  giving  an  account  of  }'our  visit  to  Brazos   j 
Santiago  and  the  Kio  Grande,  and  of  your  operations  against  the  enemy. 
A  copy  of  yourdispatch,togetherwith  extracts  from  your  private  let- 
ter, have  l>een  forwarded  to  the  Department. 

1  have  ordered  the  brig  Bohlo  to  report  to  you  for  the  blockade. 


Yoli  will  keep  a  vensel  constiintlj'  in  the  vicinity  of  Brazos  S&ntia; 
and  the  Kio  Grande,  so  as  to  prevent  depredations  on  our  commer__ 
and  to  give  protection  to  our  consul  and  Union  refugees  in  Matamorasi 
Very  respectfully, 

[D.  G.  Fabragut], 

Rear- Admiral. 
Commodore  H,  H.  Bell, 

Coinmaiidiny  Te-mt  WwrJcade. 


Letter  frmn  Hear- Admiral  J^arragut,  U.  S.  Nwvy,  to  Captain  AM^ 
U.  a.  JVavy,  regarding  preparations  for  an  attack  of  the  enemy  u 
Neui  Orleans. 

New  Orleans,  Jw/m  So,  JS6J. 
Dear  Captain:  1  received  yours  of  the  23d  to-day.     Regret  to  Bnd^ 
that  the  army  has  not  openeJ  upon  the  enemy  from  the  new  battery, 
I  am  always  hopeful,  but  expect  little.     Tbe  enemy  is  moving  a  large 
army  from  Texas  U*  attack  Berwick  Ba}'  and  New  Orleans,     I  am  all 
ready  for  them.     I   have  the  J'eTuiacolii-,  Portumouth^  Monongakela, 
New  Londwt,  Calhoun,  and  the  store  vessels  all  well  armed.     It  is  sup- 
posed chat  when  the  enemy  appears  opposite  the  city,  the  rebels  in  the 
city  will  rise  and  try  and  take  tne  city  and  our  stores.    I  have  removed  all 
arms  and  put  thegims  anywhere  I  can  in  the  vessels  and  am  now  ready.  J 
The  Ptyrtsiiioutb  arrived  this  morning  and  lies  well  up  to  shell  the  rail- 1 
i-oad  and  city  if  need  be.  I 

The  enemy  have  taken  Berwick  City,  and  are  moving  slowly  this 
way.  but  our  troops  repulsed  them  three  times  with  loss,  and  they  had 
nearly  two  to  one  of  our  jjeople.  They  must  bo  a  difTerent  breed  of 
dogs  from  those  up  your  way. 

I  intended  that  the  Monrntgahel^a  should  have  left  this  morning.     I 

oitlered  Read  to  report  to  you.  but  now  she  will  not  go  until  this  fuas 

is  over.     Keep  up  your  spirits  and  keep  the  soldiers  up  to  the  mark. 

Yours,  truly, 

D.  G.  Farrahut, 
Hettr-Admir 
Captain  .Tames  Aldrn. 

P.  S.— Jenkins  has  been  quite  sick  the  last  two  days,  and  is  by  no  J 
means  well  j'et.  Paine,  you  know,  lost  his  leg.  Colonel  Smith,  of  the  J 
JSoiiaves,  is  dead.     Sherman  is  doing  well. 

D.  G.  F. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Leioig,  U.  S.  Navy,  Cfimmanding 
U.  S.  iS.  It,mca,  regarding  tfte  capture  of  the  gchooner  Sea  Drift, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Itasca, 

Off  Oah^eMton,  Tex.,  June  So,  2863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  S^d  instant,  while  criuft-  1 

ing  about  the  coast  of  Matagorda  Island,  Tex.,  made  a  sail  to  tbe  ea^t-  J 

ward.     Ran  for  her.  and  npon  coming  up  found  her  to  bo  a  schooner  1 

with  F^nglish  colors  flying.     Lowered  a  boat  and  boarded  her.     She  j 
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purported,  from  her  papers  and  master,  to  be  the  Hn^lish  schooner  I 
Sea  Drift,  from  Havana,  bound  for  Matamoras,  but  upon  her  master 
not  being  able  to  give  me  a  satisfactory  explanation  now  he  got  into 
such  a  suspicious  vicinity  (being  at  the  time  of  boarding  her  ariout  15 
miles  only  S.  by  W,  of  Pass  t^vallo  light-house,  the  entrance  to  the 
port  of  Matagorda,  Tex.),  further  than  ne  had  not  had  an  observation 
for  a  week  or  so,  and  coupled  with  the  fact,  also,  of  his  having  lead, 
quinine,  calomel,  caps,  powder,  etc.,  1  took  possession  and  put  on  board 
a  prize  crew  and  master.  His  papers  were  also  deficient  from  hi.'i  not 
having  his  sea  brief  or  letter  of  instructions  from  his  owners,  having 
statea  that  he  left  it  accidentally,  and  no  log  book  to  exhibit  to  show 
his  run  from  day  to  day,  and  I  therefore  dispatched  him  from  this  port 
for  adjudication  before  the  prize  court  at  Key  West. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RoBT.  F.  R.  Lewis, 

Lieiitenant-  Cmnmaiider. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles^ 

Secretary  »/  tfi£  Navy,   Wanhinyton ,  D.  O. 


Order  of  Commodore  B^,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  lAmUenant-  Commrmdep  I 
Henry,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sciota,  to  cruise  far  the  I 
interception  of  contraband  tradt.>. 

U.  S.  Bteam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Of  Galveetim,  June  25,  1863. 

Sik:  You  will  proceed  in  the  Sciota  to  Brazos  Santi^o  and  stop  the 
trade  through  that  inlet,  where  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoraa  repre- 
sented veasels  as  frequently  going  in  and  out,  some  of  them  lightering 
contraband  of  war— arras,  munitions,  military  clothing,  etc.^ — from  the 
Rio  Grande,  which  the  French  have  stopped  in  that  dii'ection.  You 
will  look  carefully  after  one  or  more  privateer  schooners  which  have 
been  reported  as  going  out  from  Brazos,  and  you  will  also  extend  your 
visits  and  observations  to  the  Rio  Grande,  where  there  is  an  extensive 
tmde  in  contraband,  and  which  it  is  desirable  to  break  up,  as  far  aa 
may  be  in  your  power.  1  would  suggest  vour  anchoring  always  on 
the  United  Statea  side  of  the  boundary  line,  which  by  treaty  with 
Mexico,  1848,  is  defined  as  "commencing  in  the  Gidf  of  Mexico  3 
leagues  from  the  land,  opposite  the  mouth  of  its  deepest  branch,  if  it 
should  have  more  than  one  mouth  emptying  directly  into  the  sea, 
thence  up  the  middle  of  the  river,  following  the  deepest  channel." 
You  will  return  to  this  blockade  by  the  9th  July,  instant,  looking  into 
the  intermediate  inlets,  viz,  Corpus  Christi,  Aransas,  Pass  Cavallo, 
Velasco,  San  Luis,  and  report  the  number  of  vessels  you  may  see 
inside  of  them. 

You  are  requested  to  economize  your  coal.  You  will  firmly  exercise 
tlie  belligerent  right  of  visitation  and  search  for  contraband  of  war, 
being  governed  bv  the  circular  from  the  Navy  Department  dated 
August  18,  1862. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W.  Hgnbt, 

Comtnoinding  U.  S.  Ounhoat  Sciofa,of  Gai'V&itim. 


I 
I 

'A 

J 
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Ordet'  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut^  IL  S.  Navy^  to  Lieatenatit- Com- 
mander Jouett^  U,  aS.  Navy^  commanding  U,  JS,  S.  R,  R.  Cuyler^  to 
proceed  to  Philadelphia  for  repairs  to  tliat  vessel. 

New  Orleans,  June  2o^  1863, 

Sir:  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  proceed  to  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  touching  at  Pensacola  navy  yard  for  coal,  etc.  You  will  report 
the  arrival  of  your  vessel  for  repairs,  in  person,  to  the  commander  of 
the  Philadelphia  naval  station,  and  in  writing  to  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  during  the  short  period  you 
have  commanded  the  Ouyhr  you  have  shown  yourself  very  zealous 
and  have  performed  your  duty  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

I  shall  be  very  happy  to  nave  both  you  and  your  vessel  return 
speedily  to  my  squadron. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral, 

Lieutenant-Commander  Jas.  E.  Jouett, 

Commanding  U,  S.  S,  R.  R.  Cayler^  Mobile  Blockade. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell^  U.  S.  JVavy^  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Ilenry^  U,  S.  Navy^  commanding  U,  S.  S,  Sciota^  to  investigate 
conditions  at  Tampico^  Mexico, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  GaVvestmi,  June  ^^,  1863, 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  directly  to  Tampico  Bar  .and  comnmnicate 
with  Mr.  Chase,  u.  S.  consul,  in  reference  to  the  interests  of  our 
country  in  that  quarter,  and  you  will  please  endeavor  to  ascertain  what 
numl)er  of  vessels  have  entered  that  port  since  January  1  from  the 
Texan  ports,  and  also  the  nature  of  their  cargoes  both  inward  and 
outward  bound. 

Affer  having  conferred  with  the  consul  you  will  then  proceed  to  the 
Rio  Grande  to  look  after  affairs  there,  in  compliance  with  former 
instructions,  returning  to  this  anchorage  by  the  12th  July. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Comm^>dare, 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W.  Henry, 

Commanding  U,  S,  Gunhoat  Sciota,  off'  Galveston. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  JParragut^  ZL  S.  Navy^  to  Captain  Marcha/nd^ 
U.  S.  Nairy^  achnmoUching  receipt  of  report  of  capture  of  blockade 
rxmners  Planter  and  Neptune. 

New  Orleans,  June  ^6^  1863, 

Sir:  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  vour 
dispatches  of  the  14th  and  ir)th  instant,  detailing  the  capture  of  the 
blockade  runners /%Z74^^  and  Neptune.     You  will  be  pleased  to  forward 
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to  the  Navy  Department  your  prize  lists,  pa3^ing  particular  attention 
to  General  Orders,  No.  12. 
Ver}^  respectfully, 

[D.  G.  Farragut], 

Rear'Admirah 
Captain  J.  B.  Marchand, 

Cmnrfiandmg  U.  S,  S,  Lackawanna, 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut^  U,   S.  Navy^  to  Captain   Gillis^ 
U,  S,  Navy^  to  send  prizes  to  New  (Means  jf^or  adjudication. 

New  Orleans,  June  26^  1S6S, 

Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  order  hither  the  steamers  Planter  and 
Neptune  if  they  have  not  already  been  sent  to  Key  West. 

Hereafter  all  vessels  captured  by  my  squadron  are  to  be  sent  to  New 
Orleans  for  adjudication. 
Very  respectfully, 

[D.  G.  Farragut], 

Rear-Admiral. 
Captain  J.  P.  Gillis, 

Senior  Naval  Officer  off  Mobile  Bay, 


Report  of  Rear-Adm^iral  Farragut^  U.  S,  Navy^  reqarding  the  depar- 
ture of  vessels  to  the  North  for  repairs. 

No.  109.]  New  Orleans,  June  26,  1863, 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  Department  I  have 
ordered  the  R,  R,  Cuylcr  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia  and  the  Pembina 
to  New  York  for  repairs.  The  Kensington  sailed  for  New  York  on 
the  24th  instant;  she  requires  extensive  repairs,  and  her  boilers  are  too 
large  to  be  sent  out  to  her.  I  hope  that  the  Department  will  soon 
return  to  me  or  replace  these  vessels. 

Very  respectfull}^  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Fai^ragut^  U,  S,  Nam/^  regarding  the  diffi- 

cxdty  of  restricting  trade  with  Matamoras. 

No.  108.]  New  Orleans,  June  26,  1863. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  9th  instant,  I  have  to  refer 
you  to  my  dispatch.  No.  105,  and  the  enclosures  accompanying  the 
same,  by  which  you  wall  perceive  that  Commodore  Bell  has  visited  the 
Rio  Grande  and  Bi-azos  Santiago,  made  several  captures,  and  did  all 
he  could.  My  reason  for  not  keeping  a  vessel  of  war  there  is  owing 
to  the  embarrassment  of  the  officer  in  doing  anything  in  the  way  of 
obstructing  trade,  while  vessels  are  being  cleared  for  Matamoi*as  from 
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all  the  Northern  ports,  making  it  impossible  for  me  to  interfere  with 
the  introduction  of  foreign  cargoes,  although  I  may  be  perfectly  con- 
vinced of  their  being  intended  for  Texas,  and  every  vessel  captured 
would  only  involve  litigation.  I  will,  however,  endeavor  to  Keep  a 
vessel  for  the  purpose  or  preventing  the  Texans  from  doing  anything 
wrong,  and  I  hope  to  brealk  up  the  marauding  from  Brazos  Santiago. 
I  have*  given  orders  to  Commodore  Bell  to  that  effect  some  time  since. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear'AdrmToL. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  tJie  Nam/. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Fan^agut^  TJ.  S.  Navy^  requesting  additional 

light-draft  vessels  for  his  commana. 

No.  113.]  New  Orleans,  June  26^  1863. 

Sir:  I  would  again  urge  upon  the  Department  the  necessity  for 
sendinj^  me  a  few  light-draft  vessels  of  from  3  to  6  feet,  fitted  with 
boiler  iron  for  the  protection  of  the  crew  and  armed  with  a  30-pounder 
rifle  and  two  24-pounder  howitzers,  and  when  they  arrive  here,  if 
they  can  bear  more  armament,  I  will  put  on  them  32s  of  33  hundred- 
weight. The  water  is  very  low,  and  I  have  not  a  vessel  to  send  to 
Berwick  Bay;  the  Hollyhock  was  the  only  vessel  I  could  send  there, 
and  she  dragged  coming  out  over  the  bar.  Had  1  had  another  vessel 
I  could  have  saved  Brashear  City,  but  the  capture  of  the  place  was 
owing  to  the  want  of  proper  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  army,  as  far 
as  I  can  learn,  for  it  was  a  perfect  surprise,  although  they  had  been 
firing  and  fighting  for  a  day  or  two  previous  to  capture. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Commjodore  BeU^  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten- 
ant HiU^  U.  S.  Navys  commanding  11.  S,  harkW.  G.  Anderson.. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  June  26,  1863. 

Sir:  Proceed  in  the  W.  G.  Anderson,  under  your  command  to  block- 
ade the  ports  of  Aransas  and  Corpus  Christi,  frequently  extending 
your  observations  to  Pass  Cavallo. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  S.  Hill, 
Commandinq  U.  S.  Bark  W.  O.  Am 


ng  U.  S.  Bark  W.  O.  Anderson,  off  Galveston. 
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Letter  from  tJve  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Sear- Admiral  Farragut^ 

U.  S,  Na/cy^  forwarding  consular  dispatches. 

Navy  Department,  June  26^  1863. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  extracts  from  consular  dispatches  relative 
to  suspicions  vessels;  also  photographs  of  the  steamer    Gibraltar 
formerly  Sumter. 

Very  respectfully,  etc. , 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  trie  Navy. 

Kcar- Admiral  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockadlifig  S(i\uidron^  New  Orleans. 


[Telegram.] 


Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

June  26,  1863. 

Admiral  Farragut  informs  me  now,  as  he  did  before,  that  he  has  no 
gunboats  of  the  proper  draft  to  send  round  to  Brashear. 

The  IlollyhocK  has  returned.     The  captain  reports  that  the  enemy 
crossed  to  Brashear  on  rafts  in  the  night,  landing  on  Flat  Island. 

W.  H.  Emory, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
Major-General  Banks. 


Report,  of  Cammod/rre  Bell,  V.  S,  Navy,  regarding  the  movements  of 

vessels  in  Texan  and  Mexican  waters. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Gahestmu  June  27,  1863. 

Sir:  I  dispatched  last  night  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Sciota,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  E.  W.  Henry,  to  Tanipico  Bar  to  communicate  with  Mr. 
Chase,  U.  S.  consul  at  that  port,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the 
21st  instant.  Thence  she  will  proceed  to  the  Rio  Grande  and  Brazos 
Santiago  to  look  after  the  blocKade  in  those  pails  and  then  return  to 
this  anchorage. 

The  gunboat //^/w<A,  Lieutenant-Commander  R.  F.  R.  Lewis,  returned 
from  tnose  two  last-named  ports  on  the  24th,  after  a  short  but  suc- 
cessful cruise,  on  which  he  captured  two  schooners  and  chased  ashore 
and  burned  two  schooners  and  three  surfboats.  Lieutenant-Comman- 
der Lewis's  report  of  his  cruise  (marked  No.  1)  is  herewith  enclosed. 

The  schooner  Rachel  Seaman  is  off  PassCavallo,  but  is  quite  useless, 
her  centerboard  having  been  carried  awa}^  her  sailing  qualities  much 
impaired,  and  sails  quite  worn-out. 

The  bark  W.  G.  Anderson  arriv^ed  last  night  from  New  Orleans  and 

groceeded  this  morning  to  resume  the  blockade  of  Aransas  and  Corpus 
hristi. 

The  Owasco,  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  Madigan,  jr.,  and  Cayuga^ 
Lieutenant- Commander  William  11.  Dana,  are  off  Sabine.  The  rest 
of  the  gunboats  are  here. 
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The  Itasca  returned  from  down  the  coast  leaking  so  alarmingly  in  a 
seaway  moderately  rough,v  and  her  engines  working  so  badly  as  to 
determine  me  to  send  her  to  the  river,  where  I  think  she  may  ao  good 
service,  although  entirely  unfit  for  tne  sea.  1  shall  try  to  keep  her 
until  the  appearance  of  the  New  London. 

Coal  bark  N,  Boynton  arrived  to-day  with  450  tons,  and  the  schooner 
Ellen  P.  Steioart  will  be  discharged  as  soon  as  the  sea  smooths  down 
a  little. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg,  Western  Ovlf  Blockading  Sq\uid/r(m^  New  Orl-ea/ns^  La. 


Order  of  the  Secreta7*y  of  the  Navy  to  Rear- Admiral  Fwrraxjut^  U.  S. 
Navy^  advising  the  enlistment  of  contrabands. 

Navy  Department,  June  ^7,  1863. 
Sir:  The  following  paragraph  appears  in  the  papers: 

The  Department  has  now  on  hand  in  the  vicinity  of  Brashear  City  7,000  to  8,000 
negroes,  feeding  at  the  expense  of  the  Government. 

If  this  be  true,  and  there  are  among  them  able-bodied  men,  can  you 
not  enlist  some  of  them  for  the  naval  service.     In  addition  to  tHose 
needed  in  our  squadron  on  the  coast  to  supply  present  wants,  the 
Department  would  like  to  have  about  200  to  send  to  the  Pacific. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron^  Neic  Orleans. 


Letter  from  Rear- Adniiral  Farragut^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Messrs.  Brott^ 
Davis  <&  ShotiH^  regarding  orders  fo7*  the  pi'otection  of  Unioti  jrt^op- 
erty  from  Mobile. 

New  Orleans,  June  27^  [1863]. 

Gentlemen:  In  reply  to  your  interrogatory  as  to  the  instructions 
given  by  me  to  my  commander  of  the  Mobile  blockade,  I  have  to  quote 
as  follows: 

Should  any  vessel  come  out  of  Mobile  and  deliver  itself  up  as  the  i>roperty  of  a 
Union  man  aesiring  to  ^o  to  New  Orleans,  take  possession  and  send  it  in  to  New 
Orleans  for  an  investigation  of  the  facts;  and  if  it  is  shown  to  be  as  represented,  the 
vessel  will  be  considered  a  legal  trader  under  the  general  order  permitting  all  cotton 
and  other  produce  to  come  to  New  Orleans. 

Very  respectfully, 

[D.  G.  FarragutJ, 

Rear-Adm  iral. 

Messrs.  Brott,  Davis  &  Shons. 
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Naval  operations  in  defense  of  DonaldsonviUe^  June  27  to  JvJ/y  12^  1863. 

Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  8.  Kavy,  to  Commander  Read,  TJ.  8.  Kavy,  oommand- 

ing  TJ.  8.  8.  Monongahela. 

New  Orleans,  Ju7ie  27,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  at  daylight  to-morrow  to  Donaldsonville  and 
you  will  remain  there  with  the  IL  S.  steam  sloop  Monongahela  under 
your  command  until  you  consider  the  town  as  sate  from  any  attack,  or 
the  attiacks  repulsed  and  the  enemy  driven  off,  when  you  will  return 
hither. 

Both  on  your  way  up  and  down  you  will  keep  a  good  lookout  for 
the  enemy,  shelling  him  whenever  encountered. 
The  enemy  are  now  threatening  Donaldsonville. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Commander  Abnkr  Kead, 

Com/manding  TJ,  S.  S,  Mtmongahela. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Defenses  op  New  Orleans,  June  ^7, 1863. 

I  have  1  ust  received  the  following  telegram  from  commanding  officer 
at  Donaldsonville,  Major  Porter.  I  can  not  say  which  is  the  real 
point  of  intended  attack,  this  or  Donaldsonville.  Have  shown  this  to 
Admiral  Farragut,  who  has  sent  up  an  additional  gunboat. 

W.  H.  Emory, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 
Major-Genonil  Hanks. 


Order  of  Brigadier-General  Emory,  TJ.  8.  Army,  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Donaldton- 

ville,  promising  aid. 

HKADguAUTKKs  DEFENSES  OF  New  OrIjKAVS^  June  ^7^  J S63. 

Make  a  good  tight.     I  will  soon  siMid  gunboats  to  aid  you. 
By  command  of  W.  II.  Emoiy,  brigadier-general,  commanding: 

W.  D.  Smith, 
Lo't/tr/ia?it-Co/(//h/  find  Actimj  A'isistant  Adjutant- General, 

Commanding  Of^tceu  at  Donaldsonville. 


Letter  from  Major-Oeneral  Banks,  V.  8.  Army,  to  Captain  Alden,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  requesting 

the  seryices  of  the  TJ.  8.  8.  Essex. 

IIdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson,  June  27, 1863— 11  p.  m. 

Sir:  Donaldsonville  is  threatened  with  an  attack  from  the  rebel 
forces  under  General  Green.     1  would  request  that  the  Essex  may  ^>e 
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sent  immediately  to  aid  in  the  defense.  The  enemy  is  understood  to 
have  no  other  artilleiy  than  light  fieldpieces,  6  and  12  pounders 
probably. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Maji/r-  Genital ^  Commwnding, 
Captain  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Ciyimiianaing  Fhet, 


[Signal.] 

Junk  28,  1863. 

The  commanding-general  requests  that  you  spare  your  tug  to  take 
ammunition  from  Springfield  Landing  to  Donaldsonville.  Please 
answer. 

Rich'd  B.  Irwin, 
Assistcmt  Adjutant'  General. 
Captain  Alden. 


[Signal.] 

June  28,  1863. 

I  sent  the  Genesee,  a  powerful  ffunboat,  at  daylight  this  morning  to 
Donaldsonville,  with  Lieutenant  Harwood  on  boa^. 

Alden, 
Ca2>talu, 
General  Banks. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-Oeneral  Emory,  TJ.  8.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  8.  Navy, 

regarding  reported  plan  of  the  enemy  to  orott  the  river. 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  June  ^8^  186S. 

I  understand,  from  a  man  whom  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt,  that  it 
is  the  plan  of  the  enemy  to  cross  above  here  about  18  miles  night  after 
to-morrow  or  Tuesday  night.  His  main  force  is  to  cross  there,  while 
a  detachment  of  3,000  or  4,000  is  to  cross  4  miles  l>elow.  I  therefore 
respectfully  suggest  that  you  direct  your  gunboats  to  have  all  the 
schooners,  sloops,  and  barges,  of  every  sort  between  here  and  Donald- 
sonville, and  also  for  several  miles  below  the  town,  brought  to  this 
side  of  the  river.  If  necessary,  I  ain  order  one  or  two  of  the  river 
boats  to  aid  in  the  operation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  admiml,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Emory, 
Brujudier-  General^  Command huj. 
Admiral  Farragut. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  Jwm  29,  186S. 

Rebel  troops  are  reported  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  20  miles 
alwve  Bonnet  Carr^.     Keep  a  sharp  lookout  on  both  sides  of  the  river. 

D.  Ct.  Farragut, 

Admiral, 
Captain  Watters. 


^^"Lp«n 


WEST   OULF    BLOOKAniNd    SQUAnRnN. 

1  rBpal«a  of  th«  • 


No.  116. 1  Fi^GSHip  Pe.nsa(;oi.a,  Ane  Orleann,  Jm^SO,  IUGS. 

Sir:  1  have  to  inform  the  Department  that  while  I  was  at  Port  Hud- 
son I  i-eceived  a  dispatch  stating  that  the  rebels  were  in  force  on  the 
west  Imnk  of  the  river,  threatening  Plaquemine  antt  Donaldsonville. 
I  started  immediately  for  the  first-named  place,  but  on  my  arrival  at 
Baton  Rouge  found  a  dispatch  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Weaver 
to  the  effect  that  the  rebels,  about  150  Texaos,  had  made  a  raid  into 
Plaquemine  some  three  houi-s  previous  to  his  arrival  and  had  burned 
two  steamers  that  were  lying  toere.  Lieutenant-Commander  Weaver 
shelled  the  place,  driving  the  enemy  out  of  the  town,  and  followed 
them  down  the  rivef  to  Donaldson ville,  which  place  he  reached  in 
advance  of  them.  By  dark  I  was  also  there  and  found  that  the 
Kineo  had  also  been  sent  up  by  Commodore  Morris.  The  enemy, 
finding  us  in  such  strong  force  of  gunboats,  gave  out  tliat  they 
would  not  attack  Donaldson ville,  but  would  go  by  the  railroad 
to  Brashear  City.  I  therefore  ordered  the  Winona,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Weaver,  to  cruise  up  and  down  the  river,  and  he,  seeing 
the  enemy  on  two  occasions,  shelled  them.  As  1  had  much  to 
attend  to  in  New  Orleans,  I  dropped  down,  placing  the  gunboats 
to  the  liest  advantage  aljove  and  below.  Lieutenant-Commanaer  Wal- 
ters volunteered  to  assist  the  volunteer  officer  commanding  the  fort  in 
the  drilling  of  his  men  at  great  guns.  I  paid  them  a  visit  and  gave 
them  my  advice  in  cose  of  an  attack,  which  I  looked  for  sooner  or 
later.  I  left  Commander  VVoolsey  in  the  Princess  Soyal  in  command 
at  Donaldsonville,  ordered  the  Winaiia  to  Plaquemine,  and  stationed 
the  Iun-ei>  at  a  place  below  where  the  railroad  ran  near  the  river,  dis- 
tant about  23  miles  from  New  Orleans.  On  the  17th  instant  the  enemy 
reached  the  La  Fourche  Crossing  and  attacked  our  pickets,  who  re- 
pulsed them,  causing  them  a  heavy  loss.  On  the  18th  they  had  a 
second  tight  and  were  again  repulsed.  On  the  23d  the  enemy,  under 
Generals  Green  and  Mouton,  attacked  and  captured  Bi-aishear  City; 
our  force  there  wa-s  very  small.  I  had  only  a  small  steamer  mounting 
two  Impound  howitzers,  which  I  purchased  as  a  tug,  but  I  regret  to 
say  that  her  commander  is  not  represented  as  having  been  any  moi-e 
vigilant  than  the  rest,  and  Imekcd  down  the  bav.  Mr.  Uyder  says, 
however,  that  he  could  not  fire  into  the  enemy  without  tiring  into  our 
own  people,  so  he  withdrew  and  retired  to  New  Orleans,  leaving 
Brashear  City  in  possession  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  27th,  Commander  Woolsey  informed  me  by  telegraph,  and 
Brigadier-General  Emory  personally,  that  General  Green,  of  Texas, 
bad  notified  the  women  and  childi'en  to  leave  Donaldsonville,  as  he 
intended  making  an  attack.  I  immediately  ordered  the  Ki.v'.'i  up  to 
the  assistance  of  the  Pri?uvss  Moyal,  and  Lieutenant-Commander 
Weaver  in  th?  ^Vi.7iona  being  on  the  alevt,  was  also  at  Donaldsonville 
in  time  to  take  part  in  tfie  repulsing  of  the  enemy.  I  enclose  here- 
with Commander  Woolsey' 8  report  of  the  affair.  At  li20  a.  m.  of 
the  28th  the  enemy  made  the  attack  and  their  storming  party  got  into 
the  fort,  but  the  gunboats  opened  a  flanking  fire  above  and  below  the 
fort,  hurling  destruction  into  the  rebel  ranks  and  driving  I«ck  the 
supporting  party  so  that  they  broke  and  fled,  and  the  l:in  who  entered 
the  fort  were  captured.     At  -t:  30  a.  m.  the  rehehi  (Texans)  fell  luk.'s. 
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in  great  rage,  vowing  vengeance.  I  had  in  the  meantime  ordered  up 
the  Monongalida^  Commander  Read,  and  General  Emory  first,  and 
then  General  Banks  sent  forward  reinforcements.  General  Stone  is 
now  in  command  there  and  the  place  is  perfectly  secure. 

The  prisoners  arrived  from  Donaldsonville,  numl)er  124,  among 
which  are  1  lieutenant-colonel,  2  majors,  3  captains,  and  5  lieutenants. 
Our  forces  have  buried  69  rebel  dead  and  are  still  employed,  calculat- 
ing that  there  are  about  100.  Colonel  [Joseph]  Phillips  is  among  the 
number  of  the  rel)el  dead. 

All  of  which  is  respectfuU}'  submitted  l)v  your  obedient  servant, 

IV.  (t.  Farraout, 

Rear-AdmiTaU 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellks, 

Secretai^y  of  the  Navy^  Wm/unf/trm^  J).  O. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 
DonaldHanville^  La,^  June  28^  186S. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report: 

Shortly  aiter  noon  yesterday  (27th),  hearing  the  long  roll  beat  in 
the  fort,  I  sent  to  enquire  the  reason,  and  was  informed  that  the  rebels 
were  in  force  within  3  miles  of  the  post.  At  5: 30  p.  m.  a  letter  from 
the  rebel  general.  Green,  to  the  commander  of  the  post  was  brought 
on  board,  said  letter  requesting  permission  to  notify  the  women  and 
children  to  remove  3  miles  beyond  the  post  by  evening.  I  advised  the 
major  commanding  to  send  the  fla^  of  truce  back  at  once  with  the  reply 
that  we  would  give  the  necessary  mformation.  I  immediately  saw  the 
provost-marshal  on  the  subject  and  he  circulated  the  necessary  notifi- 
cation. At  7:40  p.  m.  I  got  underway  and  cleared  for  action,  finding  it 
absolutely  necessary  to  be  underway,  as  there  were  several  points  to 
be  covered,  and  the  J^rincens  Royal  was  the  only  vessel  here.  At  10 
minutes  a.  m.  this  morning  the  red  Coston  light  was  burned  at  the 
fort;  at  15  minutes  a.  m.  (having  anchored)  I  got  underway  again, 
steaming  ahead  slowly,  opening  the  north  side  of  the  fort.  At  1:20 
a.  m.  the  rebels  opened  hre  with  musketry  upon  the  fort.  At  1:21 
a.  m.  the  fort  opened  with  two  guns.  At  1::^5  a.  m.,  having  ascer- 
tained the  position  of  the  rebels,  tliis  ship  connnenced  the  action,  shell- 
ing the  woods  to  the  right  of  the  fort  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy, 
finng  a  few  IX-inch  and  30-pounder  shot  over  the  fort,  up  the  bayou, 
for  the  purpose  of  dislodging  troops  that  might  be  in  the  rear. 

Finding  that  the  rebels  were  pressing  upon  the  north  side  of  the 
fort,  I  sheered  close  in  and  kept  up  a  tire  from  all  guns  with  shrapnel 
and  IX-inch  5-second  fuzes  until  about  2  a.  m.,  when  the  smoke  became 
so  dense  that  1  could  not  see  the  lights  showing  the  position  of  the 
fort.  I  then  stood  upstream  about  200  yards,  continuing  the  fire  upon 
the  rebel  troops,  who  were  in  the  woods  north  of  and  at  a  distance  of 
about  400  yards  from  the  fort.  Their  position  was  indicated  bv  their 
constant  yelling,  as  I  could  not  see  their  tire  for  the  smoke.  1  then 
stood  up  abreast  of  an  opening  which  I  remembered  to  l)e  in  the  levee, 
and  through  this,  having  reduced  the  range  to  |X)int  blank,  I  firea 
shrapnel  from  the  30  and  24  pounders  and  grape  from  the  IX-inch, 
enfilading  the  levee.  At  2 :  30  the  enemy  opened  on  us  with  rifles.  At 
2:40  turned  and  headed  down  the  river,  fighting  all  guns  on  the  star- 
board side;  the  enemy's  rifle  opening  on  us  from  tue  town,  tired  a 
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bfoBilHide  up  the  main  street  and  another  up  Uie  ^oulb  bunk  of  the 
bayou,  then  stood  up  and  took  position  to  eniilade  the  north  side  of  the 
fort.  Here  1  opened  fire  with  30  and  2i  pounder  shrapnel,  ]X-int;h 
rape,  and  Rinall  arms.  This  tire  was  kept  up  until  S:  30  a.  m.  The 
•e  upon  us  from  the  enemy's  rifles  was  so  sharp  that  I  was  obliged 
isuveral  times  to  call  tbe  men  to  lie  at  their  nuarters.  At  about  S:45 
a.  m.  the  yelling  of  the  rebels  discontinued  and  the  fire  materially 
slackened.  Shortly  after  we  heard  three  cheer;*  fi-om  the  fort.  At 
4  a.  in.  the  Winmia  hove  in  sight  and  immediately  opened  fire,  which 
she  continued  until  4:30  a.  m.,  when  we  ceased  firing.  The  smoke 
clearing  away,  discovered  the  American  flag  flying  over  the  fort.  We 
gave  three  cheers  and  came  to  anchor.  At  4:30  a.  m.  the  Khu^o  hove 
m  sight,  coming  up  the  river,  and  at  about  5  a.  m.  anchored  near  us. 
This  vessel  received  no  material  injury.  One  grapeshot  passed  through 
the  upper  works,  doing  trifling  damage  on  deck;  onegrapeshot  passed 
througn  the  ship's  side  between  decks,  another  through  tne  ships  side 
about  a  foot  above  water,  and  one  through  one  of  the  boats  on  the 
bndge.  The  hull  was  struck  in  sixteen  places  by  grapeshot.  Most  of 
the  rifle  halts  passed  above  the  men's  heads.  Casualties  among  the 
crew  are  a^  follows:  Isaac  Foster,  landsman,  killed;  Alexander  Gor- 
don, captain  of  the  forecastle,  wounded  in  tbe  wrist  slightly;  Charles 
Preston,  seaman,  wounded  in  both  legs.  Foster  was  buried  this  after- 
noon nearthe  telegraph  station  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  The 
officers  and  crew  oehaved  in  a  most  beautiful  manner  without  excep- 
tion. 1  wish  to  speak  particularly  of  Acting  Ensign  Theodore  H. 
Paine  and  the  crew  of  the  30-pouuaer  rifle  on  the  forecastle,  who  were 
the  most  exposed  and  worked  the  gun  lying  down,  Mr.  Paine  aiming 
and  firing  the  gun  through  a  heavy  fire  of  rifles.  During  the  forenoon 
I  received  on  board  the  JVincess  Jioyal  for  safe-keeping  24  of  the  120 
lebel  prisoners  captured  in  the  fort,  the  others  bemg  distributed 
between  the  other  two  vessels.  At  12  m.  the  U.  S.  S.  Mmumgaluila 
arrived  from  below.  I  respectfully  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  ammu 
nition  expended  and  the  surgeon's  report. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servaati, 
IVI.  B,  W00L8EY, 

Commander. 
Bear-Admiral  D.  (i.  Fahragct, 

Comdg.  Went  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron^  New  (Jrleam,  La. 

[Subenclosiire.) 

New  Orleans,  June  30,  1863. 
8ib:  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the 
U.  S.  S.  Prlncens  Ruyai,  during  an  action  at  Donaldsonville,  La.,  on 
the  morning  of  the  2Sth  instant,  viz: 

Killed. — Isaac  Foster,  landsman;  killed  instantly  by  rifle  ball, 
Wmtnded. — Charles  Preslon,  aeain&n,  left  ankle  and  right  lefc;  rifle  ball.     Alexander 
Qordoii,  captAJn  Furecaatle,  ankle,  wrist. 
Total,  1  killed,  2  wonnded. 

T.  K.  CsAvvixtt, 
fiurgeon,  iYiw-ow  Rotiid. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant, 

.1.  M.  FoLTZ, 
Fleet  Surg, 
Baar-Admiral  I),  (i.  Faruaout, 

mandhiy  Wetit  Gulf  lilnekadiiiy  iVjaiKtiinv. 


I 
I 


Report  of  Brigadler-Otnsrki  Emor?,  V.  8.  Army,  regarding  military  operBtlom. 
Headquautebs  Defenses  op  Mew  Orleans,  June  30,  1863. 
Colonel:  The  telegrams  sent  to  headquarteiy  have  faithfully  repre- 
sented to  you  every  movement  made  by  our  troops  in  the  defense  of 
the  Opelousas  Railway,  Brashear  City,  and  Donaldsonville.     But  it 
may  be  proper  for  nw  to  give  a  connected  history  of  events.      * 

In  this  connection  I  turn  with  pleasure  to  the  occurrences  which 
place  immediately  after  at  Donaldsonville.  On  the  27th  June 
received  notice  that  Donaldsonville  was  threatened.  I  ordered  the 
placa  to  he  held  at  every  coat;  sent  up  reinforcements  under  Major 
Clark,  and  communicated  the  information  to  Admiral  Farragut,  who 
sent  up  an  additional  gunboat;  both  arrived  in  time.  At  half  past  1 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  the  enemy  made  a  furious  assault 
upon  the  little  fort,  and  continued  the  attack  till  daybreak,  when  they 
were  finally  repulsed,  losing  100  killed,  120  prisoners,  including  several 
officers  of  rank,  and  many  wounded,  of  wnich  wc  have  no  account. 
Too  niiiib  praise  can  not  be  given  to  Major  Bullen  and  his  command, 
as  well  as  to  the  officers  and  men  who  manned  the  gunboats  that  par- 
ticipated in  repelling  the  attack.  Our  loss  was  only  16  killed  and 
wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obodient  seiTant, 

W.  H.  Emokt, 
lirigadier- General,  Commanding. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Irwin, 

Assisiatii  Adjut47nt-  General. 


at  it 

took^l 

ne  1^^ 


Headqcakteks  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  Jidy  H,  1863. 
Some  apprehensions  are  entertained  that  vessels  may  be  sent  froni 
this  city  up  the  river  to  aid  the  rebels.     I  have  given  orders  that  aSM 
steamer  or  other  vessel  not  on  Government  service  be  allowed  to  pasbf 
up  the  river,  except  by  especial  authoiity  from  these  headquarters.      J 
I  have  therefore  respectfully  to  suggest,  if  you  can  conveniently  dtfj 
MO,  that  you  will  station  a  vessel  at  the  parapet,  with  orders  to  let  oo 
vessel  pass,  unless  she  is  on  Government  service  or  has  a  permit  from 
these  headquarters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  commodore,  your  obedient  servant, 
W.  H.  Emory,  _ 
Brit/fidier-Getieivtl,  Coin 
Commodore  Morris. 


Headquartkrs  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  Jidt/  5,  J863.  ( 
Our  transports  have  been  fired  into  at  College  Point  and  one  0 

them,  the  lUei^'ilU,  badly  disabled. 

1  find  it  necessary  to  send  a  dispatch  to  General  Banks.     Can  \ 

furnish  convoy  to  tiie  steamer  which  takes  it  as  far  as  College  Pointn 
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Some  of  the  gunboats  at  Donaldsonville  should  be  concentrated  at 
that  point  and  at  Bonnet  Carr^. 

If  you  have  any  dispatches  to  send,  I  shall  be  happy  to  send  them 
by  this  boat. 

I  have  the  lionor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Emory, 
Brlfjadter-  (rfD^al^  Commanding, 
Commodore  Morris. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-Oeneral  Emory,  TJ.  8.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  IT.  8.  Kayy, 

regarding  the  force  of  the  enemy. 

Headquarters  Defenses  op  New  Orleans,  Jvhf  ^  186S. 

The  paroled  prisoners  have  come  in.  The  estimate  I  made  of  the 
strengtn  of  the  enemy  before  3^ou  left  here  is  fully  confirmed.  They 
are  estimated  at  13.0(3o,  with  numerous  artillery.  They  are  slowly  but 
steadily  advancing  on  this  place,  making  strong  fortifications  at  all  the 
j)asses. 

I  am,  ver}'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Emory, 
Brigadier-  Genei^al^  Comrnandivq. 
Admiral  Farraout. 


Report  of  Commander  Woolsey,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  note  ftrom  Major  Bnllen,  TJ.  8. 

Army,  giving  information  regarding  the  enemy. 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 
Off  Do7ialdsoiwiUe^  La,^  July  5,  1863, 

Sir:  The  Kineo  returned  from  College  Point  this  morning,  convoying 
the  SaUie  Rohlnnon,  Th(^  latter  vessel  was  fired  into  as  she  pass^ 
that  point.  1  have  directed  Lieutenant-Commander  Watters  to  make 
a  report.  I  sent  the  \yrnona  down  to  convoy  up  another  boat  which 
was  expected.  The  Xortk  America  is  waiting  the  return  of  the  Winona 
to  convoy  her  down,  and  the  Klneo  will  convoy  the  Sallie  Rohinsan 
above  Dovle'si  phintution  and  return.  I  lind  it  necessary  to  keep  a 
gunboat  down  about  College  Point  to  convoy  vessels  up,  as  the  enemy 
has  a  tield  battery  and  sharpshooters  there,  and  fires  upon  every  trans- 
port that  pass(\s.  We  need  all  the  force  we  can  get  there.  Ihe  fort 
mis  been  reinforced  by  men,  but  no  more  pieces.  I  respectfully 
enclose  the  copv  of  a  note  which  I  have  just  received  from  Major 
Bullen. 

From  the  best  information  wo  can  gain  from  spies,  deserters,  and 
prisoners,  the  rei)el  force  is  from  15,000  to  1S,000.  Major  command- 
ing the  post  thinks  there  are  about  10,000.  They  are  the  united  forces 
of  Mouton,  Green,  and  Taylor. 

The  report  gives  them  20  pieces  of  artillery.  Last  night  their 
pickets  were  inside  of  ours,  and  they  were  within  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  of  the  post. 

1  am,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.   B.   WOOLSEY, 

Omnnander, 
Rear-Admiral  I),  (x.  Faruagut, 

Coinmanding  Wed  Gulf  Block^tdimi  Stjaadroju 


llEAUgUAHTERS, 

J),>uald'omvilh:  July  4,  lS(i3. 

Dkar  Sir:  My  pickets  wore  approached  by  those  of  the  enemy  last  I 
eveninj;  at  about  11  o'clock,  Onu  of  the  enemy  was  in  advance  of  th©" 
rest;  my  picket  halted  him  and  ordort'd  him  to  surrender,  which  he 
refused  to  do.  when  my  picket  tired  on  him  and  tlien  retired,  sending 
me  in  fori  nation  of  the  transaction.  This  morning  we  found  the  man 
whom  the  picket  tired  at  last  night,  badly  wounded.  Ke  is  a  captain 
of  one  of  the  Texas  companies;  savs  only  the  advanced  brigade 
attacked  the  fort  on  Sunday  a.  m.;  tbat  there  were  many  wounded; 
that  he  was  not  in  the  Hght;  that  Colonel  Phillips  and  the  other  field 
officers  of  his  regiment  were  killed  or  captured. 

A  negro  man  came  in  this  morning  from  Thibodeaux;  says  there  is 
a  rebel  force  at  Thibodeaux;  that  there  are  wounded  soldiers  there; 
that  there  are  three  camps  between  Napoleoiivitie  and  Donaldsonville; 
that  they  have  artillery;  that  they  brought  four  pieces  of  artillery 
from  Berwick  Bay;  that  they  are  repairing  the  railroad  to  La  Fourche 
Crossing;  that  be  heard  them  talking  about  going  to  New  Orleans; 
that  some  of  them  left  Napoleouville  Thursday,  and  said  they  were 
coming  to  Donaldsonville  to  take  the  fort.  Says  General  Mouton  is  , 
in  command.  The  wounded  captain  say^  there  arc  18, OHO  troops  { 
between  Napoleonville  and  Donaldsonville.     All  of  which  I  submit  to  \ 


you. 


My  impression  is  that  they  ii 
I  am,  sir.  yours,  respectfully. 


Captain  \V(^ii.skv 


1  to  ti'y  us  once  ii 


.1.    D,   BULI-EN, 

Mnjai;  Ctnmnaiidhiij  Prixl. 


Beport  of  Commander  Wooliey,  H.  S.  Nary,  regotding  tbe  mnrdar  ot  Msjor  Bnlltn.  of    ' 
Twenty-Eighth  Begimsnt  Haine  Infantry. 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 
Bdmi'  DimaMmmulh,  La.,  Jidy  0,  186S. 
Sir:  It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  report  to  you  that  Major  Bullen, 
of  the  Maine  Volunteers,  and  late  commander  of  Fort  Butler,  was  mur- 
dered in  cold  blood  late  last  night  by  a  private  of  the  First  Louisiana 
Volunteers.  His  body  is  now  on  boara  the  V'mite  awaiting  a  convoy 
down  to  New  Orleans, 

The  mui-derer  is  in  double  irons,  under  a  guard,  on  boaiii  this  vessel. 
I  am,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.    B.    WOOLSEV, 

Commander. 
Bear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragdt, 

Coihinandiiig  West  Oidf  Sh/t-kadhiy  Sijvadr-m,  Port  Hudson. 


Lottar  from  Bear-Admiral  Farragnt.  U.  S.  Navy,  u 
rerercing  to  the  liitiatioa 

Flausuii'  Tennessee, 

Port  //ud«o»,  July  5, 186:i. 
Dear  Generai-:  Your  note  is  duly  received,     I  understand  the  plaj 
of  the  rebels,  and  think  we  can  foil  them.     1  have  ample  f 
the  river  to  keep  them  in  check.     Tbey  are  on  the  west  bank,  : 
Donaldsonville  (town  al>out  1'2  or  1.5  miles,  and  a  picket  of  300  o 
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extending^  dowu  as  far  as  Bonnet  Carr^.  Waiters  shelled  them  the 
other  nignt  as  1  came  up.  1  have  two  lx)ats  at  Donaldsonville  and  one 
below  to  convoy  the  transports. 

The  Quartennaster-deneral  ou^ht  to  be  very  particular  in  the  cap- 
tains of  his  steamers,  as  a  rebel  will  run  in  and  surrender  if  he  has  half 
a  chance. 

I  had  a  lonj^  letter  from  Porter  to-day  by  the  Arizona,  He  says  it 
is  reported  that  Vicksburg  will  surrender  to-da3\  They  had  pride  in 
not  surrendering  until  after  the  Fourth  of  July. 

1  shall  go  to  see  GcMieral  J^anks  to-morrow.  You  have  plenty  of 
force  at  New  Orleans— two  sloops  of  war  and  three  or  four  other  ves- 
sels there,  whose  guns  are  as  good  as  ever,  and,  even  if  their  steam  is 
not  available,  they  can  shell  the  cit}'. 

It  is  most  important  to  have  the  gunboats  watch  the  rebels  on  the 
river. 

Porter  writes  me  that  they  are  playing  the  same  game  with  him  in 
trying  to  cut  off  supplies,     they  are  2,00()  or  3,000  strong  up  there. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

JRear'AdmiraL 

Brigadier-General  Emory, 

Co  nil  nan  dm  (J  U.  S,  Forc^fH^  Netn  Orleans, 


Letter  from  Major-Oeneral  Banks,  V.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farra^nt,  U.  8.  Navy, 

acknowledging  naval  cooperation. 

Hix^Rs.  Dkit.  of  the  Gulf,  Ninetkenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Port  Hudson^  La,^  July  f*^  186S. 

Your  letter  of  July  2  I  received  at  5  o'clock  last  evening.  It  had 
been  delayed  by  some  mischance  upon  its  way  hither.  A  subsequent 
letter  relating  to  the  same  suV)ject  was  received  and  has  been  answered. 

The  result  at  Donaldsonville  was  very  gratifying,  and  1  feel  greatly 
indebted  to  tli(»  officers  of  the  Navv  for  tiie  assis^nce  they  gave  and 
the  distinguished  part  they  played  in  this  most  creditable  affair. 
General  Emory  writes  me,  July  Ji,  that  the  rebels  have  fired  upon  our 
transports  from  a  point  some  few  miles  below  Donaldsonville.  They 
have  disabled  the  lhe7'r!lh\  which  was  towed  back  to  New  Orleans, 
and  put  some  shots  through  one  or  two  other  vessels.  1  desire  you, 
if  possible,  to  patrol  the  river  with  the  gunboats,  so  that  our  commu- 
nication may  be  kept  open  for  a  few  days  longer.  This  is  very 
important.  General  Emory  is  much  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  New 
Orleans,  but  1  can  not  think  the  city  is  in  any  danger.  It  is  impossi- 
ble for  me  just  now  to  send  him  the  reinforcements  he  required,  but, 
although  their  movements  will  occasion  some  inconvenience,  1  am 
quite  satisfied  that  there  is  no  imminent  peril. 

We  have  no  news  from  Grant.  Affairs  in  the  North  are  becoming 
interesting. 

We  are  progressing  favorably,  but  not  as  rapidly  as  I  could  wish, 
with  our  movements  here.  Three  or  four  days  more  will  bring  our 
affairs  to  a  successful  issue,    T  •  'n  see  you  again. 

I  have  the  honor  to  (  wt  servant, 


Bear- Admiral  D.  G 
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H«pOrt  or  BTigadier-Oeiiarftl  EiBDrjr,  D,  8,  Arm;,  Teqaa*ting  ImmediBte  reiuluoement. 

Heaix^itarteks  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

iTw  ChleanK,  July  :i,  ISG.i. 
General:  The  time  has  come  when  I  think  it  iinporatively  neci 
sarv'  that  you  send  me  reiiiforcemeiitH. 

The  enemy  are  in  force  at  Bayou  des  Alleiuand^,  on  the  Vaeherie 
road, and  at  Whitehall  Sawmill.  The  Iberi'Ule  has  been  fired  into  and 
is  now  coming  down  in  tow  of  the  Salfie  Bolmtmn.  J 

I  do  not  think  vou  have  one  minute  to  lose  in  sending  reinforcements,  I 
Tranaporta  will  Lave  to  be  convoyed  by  gunboata.  The  enemy  have  * 
sent  ft  flag  of  truce  from  Bayou  des  AlTemauda,  sa3'ing  they  have 
1,200  prisoners  they  wish  to  deliver.  Where  they  came  from  1  do  not 
know.  They  have  already  sent  in  50  by  the  way  of  the  fort  at  Don- 
aldsonville.  These  men  nave  used  Hiicn  seditious  language  that  the 
conmiai)ding  officer  at  the  United  States  barracks  has  Been  obliged  to 
put  them  in  confinement.  J 

The  navy  is  all  above,  except  the  Pemiwola  and  Pt/ri»moufh,  and  the  1 
iV'eitf  London,  which  is  about  oeing  completed  and  sent  to  Texas. 

Just  as  I  finished  the  above,  the  Zephyr,  "with  my  aid-de-camp,  . 
Lieutenant  [J.  C.?]  French,  returning  from  Donaldsonville,  where  I  1 
was  compelled  to  send  reinforcements,  has  also  been  fired  into,  I 
receiving  two  solid  shot.  As  I  before  informed  you,  the  attempt  to  I 
raise  a  force  here  is  a  failure.  j 

The  enemy's  plan  is  to  cut  your  communication  and  then  mareh  od  I 
this  city. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  EMORr, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commandinrj. 
Major-General  Banks, 

Cormnanding  Nineteenth  Army  (hrpn. 


ITeli-gnin.] 

Nkw  Orleans,  Jidy  ff,  Jji63. 
Send  at  once,   by  any  steamer  now  at  Donaldsonville,   notice   to 
General  Banks  and  Adtuirul  Farragut  that  the  enemy  are  advancing  in 
force  on  you  from  both  directions. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-(ieneral  Emory. 

Frank  W.  Lokino, 

Aid-de-Oimji. 
Commanding  (JmcEK,  {/''■nn/dwnrt/iffi.  La.]. 


Foat  Adjnt 

IlKADgUARTERa,   FOKT   BUTLER, 

Doualdxinnull.;  .Inly  6,  1SC3. 
Sir:  Accompanying  t\\U  communication  are  two  colored  boj's  who 
report  that  they  word  taken  prisoners  at  Berwick  Bay  by  the  (Jon-  1 
federate  force  at  that  pla4re.    They  left  the  relwl  camj)  7  iriiles  down  J 


1 


i 


S3S 

the  coast,  &t  Madame  Winchestci's  plantation,  last  evening  at  8  o'clock. 
They  state  the  force  there  to  be  about  10,000,  under  command  of 
Colonel  [W.  P.]  Lane,  with  eight  rifles  and  two  smoothbores;  that  their 
object  is  to  cause  a  diversion  of  the  gunboats  from  this  post  down  the 
river,  in  order  to  make  a  raid  on  the  fovt,  with  the  intention  of  cap- 
•  turing  it.  It  is  Cohinel  Hadlock's  wish  that  you  receive  them  and 
proceed  down  the  river  to  the  point  designated  and  give  them  a  shell 
or  two;  at  the  same  time  to  convoy  the  steamer  Cornif-  down  f>elow 
the  point  mentioned,  with  the  remains  of  Major  Bulien  on  hoard. 
The  two  colored  boys  are  deijiroiH  of  joining  the  Twenty-first  Indiana 
Battery,  now  stationed  at  New  Orleans,  and  Colonel  Hadiock  requests 
that  you  would  exercise  your  own  judgment  in  regard  to  them. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Kemble  Oliver, 
Litiitermnt  and  Post  AdjiUiint. 
Commander  \Voou4KV, 

Gunboat  I'i'hnv/<s  licyal. 


.Illy  7,  18ti3. 
Commander  Macombt  I  am  going  down  the  river  as  far  as  Donald- 
aonville,   or   perhaps  as  low  as  College  Point,  to  see  what  are  the 
obstructions;  in  fact,  they  appear  to  have  such  a  stampede  on  them  t>t 
New  Orleans  that  I  nmy  go  down  there. 
So  look  out  for  the  vessels  here. 
Yours,  truly, 

D.  Ct.  Farraout, 

R-j(ir-Admiral, 


in%  ths  death 
oi  i«DiiuDBuaflr  ADuer  nvaa,  u.  n,  kbyj. 

No.  laT.J 

Flao-Stkambr  Tepjnkshee, 
New  'Jrlmm,  duly  S^.  ises. 
Sin:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  the  report  of  Captain 
T.  a.  Jenkins  of  an  engagement  with  rebel  batteries  situated  about  12 
miles  below  Donaldsonville,  which  deprived  the  service  of  one  of  it-^ 
bravest  ofBcera,  Commander  Abner  Head,  who  died  in  the  hospital  at 
Baton  Rouge  from  the  effect  of  his  wounds  on  the  lath  instant. 

Commander  Read  was  one  of  the  most  gallant  and  enterprising  offi- 
cers in  my  squadron,  and  the  very  mention  of  his  name  was  a  souree  of 
terror  to  the  rebels,  "The  country  could  well  have  spared  a  better 
man." 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farhaqut, 

Hear- Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  vf  the  Navy. 
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U.  S.  S.  MoxoNOAiiELA,  July  7,  I860. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  3d  instant  1  came  on  board 
of  this  vessel,  with  the  sanction  of  Commodore  H.  W.  Morris,  for 
passage  to  Port  Hudson. 

It  is  my  painful  duty  to  liave  to  report  that  Commander  AbnerRead, 
in  command  of  this  vessel,  received,  about  9  a.  m.  to-day,  two  dan- 
gerous wounds  while  ^Uantly  engaging  the  rebel  field  batteries  behind 
tne  levee,  about  12  miles  below  Donaldsonville. 

Lieutenant  Dewey,  the  executive  officer  of  this  vessel,  the  other  offi- 
cers, and  the  crew  displayed  an  unrivaled  coolness  and  courage  during 
the  entire  action. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Perkins,  in  command  of  tlie  New  Ltrndmi^ 
fought  his  vessel  admirably. 
Very  respectfully, 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Captain  of  the  Fleet, 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Co7nmanding  West  Oulf  Blockading  Sqitadran. 


Additional  report  of  Captain  Jenkins,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  death  of  Commander 

Abner  Bead,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Belov)  Port  Hudson^  July  5,  186S, 

Admiral:  I  have  just  received  by  the  New  London  the  painful 
intelligence  of  the  decease,  about  midnight  of  last  night,  of  Com- 
mander Abner  Read,  late  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Mmiongaliela.  1  am  informed 
that  he  suffered  great  pain  from  his  wounds  previous  to  his  death. 

The  service  and  country  has  lost  one  of  its  most  gallant  officers  in 
the  death  of  Commander  Reac  •.  one,  too,  who  will  long  be  remem- 
bered by  all  under  your  command  for  his  coolness,  courage,  and 
untiring  zeal,  and  for  many  gallant  acts  since  the  commencement  of 
this  rebellion.  Permit  me  to  express  the  hope  that  arrangements 
may  be  made  at  the  proper  time  for  the  transportation  of  his  remains 
to  his  family  and  friends,  and  with  that  view  tliat  suitable  instructions 
be  given  to  those  in  authority  at  Baton  Rouge. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 
Captain  and  Sen'urr  Officer  Present. 

[Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Oulf  Blockading  Sqiiadron.] 


Beport  of  Fleet  Burgeon  Folti,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  forwarding  report  of  carnal  ties  on  the  TJ.  8.  8. 

Monongahela. 

New  Orleans,  July  28^  1863. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  the  official  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Monongahda  during  her  engagement  with  the 
enemy  on  the  7th  instant  below  Donaldsonville. 
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Commander  Abner  Read,  commaDding  the  Monmigalida^  died  of 
wounds  received  in  this  en^gement,  on  Sunday,  the  12th  instant,  at 
the  officers'  hospital  in  Baton  Rouge. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  FOLTZ, 

Fleet  Surgeon. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  (i.  Farraout, 

Comviaiiding  Went  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrmi, 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  MONONGAHELA, 

Mississippi  Rivei\  July  7,  186S. 

Sir:  It  is  my  painful  duty  to  report  the  following  casualties  on  board 
this  ship  in  the  action  to-day^with  the  rebel  artillery  and  musketry 
below  Donaldsonville: 

Wounded, — Commander  Abner  Read,*  dangerously,  by  shell  in  abdo- 
men and  right  knee.  Captain  Thornton  A.  Jenkins,  severe  contusion 
of  anterior  portion  of  right  thigh;  Jacob  Huber,  landsman,  severely, 
by  shell  on  back  portion  of  right  thigh;  in  the  hospital  at  Baton  Rouge, 
liewis  Bunker,  landsman,  severely,  musket  ball  through  right  shoulder. 
Francis  Pf  romer,  landsman,  slight  contusion  by  splinter  on  back  por- 
tion of  left  shoulder. 

Kilhd, — Patrick  Hamilton,  ordinary  seaman,  by  shell. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  Kindleberger,  Surgeon. 

Fleet  Surgeon  J.  M.  Foltz, 

New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Emory,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commodore  Morrii,  U.  S.  Navy, 

regarding  the  unprotected  condition  of  New  Orleans. 

Headquarters,  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

Neic  Orleans^  July  8^  1%S. 

Oommodore:  I  comnmnicated  to  you  ^^esterday  morning  that  the 
enemy  were  })uilding  a  battery  on  the  river  opposite  Bonnet  Carr6. 

I  now  have  to  comnninicate  that  1  have  learned,  through  a  refugee 
of  unquestionable  veracity,  that  the  enemy,  3,000  strong,  are  moving 
through  the  lakes  by  way  of  Barataria  with  the  intention  of  inturrupt- 
ing  our  communication  between  this  city  and  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
The  expectiition  of  the  enemy  is  that  as  soon  as  thev  cut  our  commu- 
nication below  as  they  have  that  above,  the  city  will  rise,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  nothing  will  prevent  such  an  enterprise  but  the  glorious  news 
or  the  fall  of  Vicksburg. 

1  have  conjmunicatedalready  to  General  Banks  and  Admiral  Farra- 
gut  the  iuiininent  danger  in  which  the  city,  I  consider,  has  been  left 
by  withdmwing  the  forces  from  here. 

I  now  have  no  means  whatever  of  communicating  with  either,  but 
although  I  have  given  them  full  information  and  they  are  aware  that 

*  Commander  Abner  Read,  U.  S.  Navy,  died  at  the  officers'  hospital  at  Baton  Rouge 
on  Sunday,  July  12,  1863. 

D.   KiNDLKBBRGBR, 

Surgeon^  U,  S.  Navy. 


as  fittle  as  possible  delay,  receive  the  information  contained  in  this  let- 
ter, and  would  therefore  thank  vou  to  forwai-d  it  to  them,  as  1  have  no 
means  of  comnuinicating  with  them  except  bv  gunboats,  and  I  do  not 
think  a  communication  of  this  character  should  go  by  any  other  mode 
of  conveyance. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  the  3,000  coming  in  thTOugh  the  lakps  to 
jccTipy  the  Imnk  of  the  river  below,  as  far  as  I  am  informed,  are  no 

Grt  of  the  force  under  General  Taylor,  estimated  at  13.000,  operating 
twecn  Gcnei'at  Banks  and  this  city,  bnt  are  composed  of  watermen, 
fishermen,  and  irregular  forces  from  the  lagoons  and  Imyous  of  south' 
eru  Texas  and  Louisiana. 

A  prisoner  just  in  informs  me  that  the  onomy  have  completed 
reconstruction  of  the  Opelousas  Railroad,  and  are  running  cars  as 
as  Raceland.  at  which  point  thej'  are  throwing  up  breastworks. 

Everything  is  doing  by  me  that  is  possible  to  strengthen  our  posi- 
tion, and  I  have  expressed  to  those  mo.st  concerned  my  determination 
to  hold  the  city  to  the  last  extremity,  even  if  it  involves  ita  destruction. 
WTiat  I  am  most  concerned  about  is  the  scattered  disposition  of  our 
stores  and  armament,  and  the  demoralization  from  the  presence 
1,200  or  1,500  paroled  prisoners  and  some  5,000  noncombatanb^,  sici 
and  wounded. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  telegram  this  moment  received  from  ..._, 

airy  patrol  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  containing  information  of 

two  formidable  batteries,  one  opposite  College  Point  and  one  opposite 

a  point  about  2  miles  above  Hnmpbroya  Station. 

These  batteries  should  Iw  shelled  out  liefore  the  works  are  ]>erfect<d, 

I  am,  commodore,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Emory, 
Brigadier-  Gejieral,  Vommanding. 
Commodore  Moeris. 


I 


Order  or  Keir- Admiral  Farragal.  It.  8,  ITbt)',  to  Captain  Jenkini,  D,  B.  Kavy,  rsg'U'diBf  J 
gBneral  mRtton. 

Flaij-Steamkr  Tennessee, 
OfDwialdfouL-llle,  La.,  July  9,  ISGS. 

Captain:  1  found  that  the  Kiueo  and  New  Lmidoii  had  returned 
from  convoying  the  8t.  Man/'s  down;  bul  it  appears  from  the  rei>ort 
of  the  commanding  officer  below  at  Humphreys  Station  that  the  'SV-. 
Marj/a  was  fired  uito  again  from  a  battery  x^taced  opposite  College 
Point.  He  doe*  not  say  whether  she  was  iniurcd  or  not,  but  that  they 
opened  furiously  on  her.  He  says  that  he  nas  authentic  information 
that  they  are  putting  up  a  heavy  battery  there  of  the  guns  brought 
from  Brashear  City,  so  that  there  are  bnt  little  hopes  of  any  of  the 
tranaports  coming  upj  unless  they  are  compelled,  until  we  get  the 
Hsi'ic  down  to  level  this  battery. 

I  shall  probably  go  down  this  evening  with  the  Mtynongah^la,  Kin. 
and  Terni^nee,  and  if  the  two  merchant  ve^els  below  here  will  go  i 
down  we  will  take  them  under  our  convoy. 

She  has  on  board  ilie  paroled  soldiers  from  Biushear  City,  but  the  J 
steamer  is  perfectly  secure,  having  a  vessel  on  each  side  of  her.  but4 
the  captain  pretended  that  he  couta  not  tow  the  two. 


\ 
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I  shall  write  to  Acting  Rear-Admii-al  Porter,  telling  hiin  what  the  i 
Secretary  says  about  delivering  over  the  river  to  him,  and  asking  him  1 
to  send  two  or  three  ironclads  down  here  until  we  can  get  clear  of 
these  Texans,  and  I  shall  also  write  to  Commodore  Palmer  that  the 
very  momont  he  can  with  propriety  leave  his  present  Citation  to  come 
down  the  river;  one  of  the  large  ships  is  indispensablv  necessary  here, 
and  if  I  can  get  down  to  New  Orleans  I  shall  send  for  Bell  to  come 
into  the  river  by  way  of  relaxation.  In  the  meantime  I  fear  that  the 
general's  communication  will  be  much  int«'rrupted  unless  Port  Hudson 
falls  very  shortly  and  he  is  able' to  come  here  and  drive  these  Texans  out. 

1  have  lost  a  ^ay  here  in  coaling  the  Wiwmii.  I  wish  you  would  attk 
the  army  to  tow  our  coal  vessel  clown  to  this  point  at  least  (when  one 
of  their  transports  is  coming  down);  from  here  we  may  be  able  to 
take  her  down  with  one  of  the  gunboats  Itelow  the  batteries,  . 

I  hope  the  Mskj:  is  on  her  way  down,     I  will  leave  orders  for  Cap-  j 
lain  Townsend  with  Captain  Woolsey. 

Very  i-eepectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


C'aptiiiii  TiioHNTON  A.  Jenkins, 

Ctmnnanding  U.  S.  S.  Rio 


D.  (i.  Farraout, 

Hear-  A  dm  iral. 


Letter  from  Basr-Admiral  Firragnt,  D.  8.  Havy,  to  Acting  Sear-Admiral  ForteT,  D 
Hav;,   regardiug  additional  vguela   tor  heaping   oommanicatlen  open  bstwean  Fort  i 
Hudton  and  Sew  Orleana, 

Fl.Aii-STEAMEK   TrlNNESSEE. 

<ff  DonaldlionviUr,  L.i.,  .fnlij  9,  I86.i. 
Dear  Admiral;  The  Department.  I  presume,  anticipated  the  fall 
of  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  by  the  time  their  dispatcn  would  leach 
me,  in  which  they  tell  me  that  "1  will  now  be  able  to  turn  over  the 
Mississippi  Kiver  to  you  and  give  my  more  particular  attention  to  the 
blockade  on  thedifferent  pointson  thecoast;"  but  as  Port  Hudson  basnot 
yet  fallen,  1  am  nnable  to  say  to  you  that  the  river  Is  open  to  New  Orleans- 
There  are  here,  as  above,  some  10,000  Texans,  who  have  15  or  20 
pieces  of  light  artillery,  and  have  cut  embrasures  in  the  levee  and 
annoy  our  vessels  very  much. 

In  a  fight  with  them  two  days  since  poor  Abner  Kead,  who  has  per- 
haps done  aa  much  fighting  as  any  man  in  this  war,  was  mortally 
wounded  on  board  the  Monongahul^^  and  Captain  Jenkins,  who  was  a 
passenger  up  to  take  command  of  the  liichmond,  was  slightly  wounded. 
They  found  the  enemy  well  protected  by  the  levee,  and  their  sharp- 
flhootei's  kept  up  a  constant  fire  upon  the  guns'  crews. 

The  ironclads,  you  perceive,  would  neither  mind  their  6-pound  and 
8-pound  tieldpieces  nor  their  musketry.  I  shall  put  the  En»exa,i  work 
on  them  at  once.  If  you  can  spare  one  ov  two  that  have  a  little  more 
speed  and  could  stem  the  current,  you  will  render  good  service  to  the 
country. 

They  would  then  be  able  to  keep  open  the  conununication  perfectly 
between  Port  Hudson  and  New  Orleans. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  (1.  Fahragut, 

ReaT-  Admiral.        J 

Acting  Rear-Aduiiral  D.  D.  Porter,  j 

CoiitTiLandlwj  Mississijipl  -S^uwlrwt.  I 

V  V  a^Ttu.  20 22  J 
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Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Farraft^t,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Towxuend,  IT.  8.  VaTy, 
commanding  IT.  8.  8.  Esiex,  regarding  dntiei  to  be  performed  by  that  vesseL 

Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 
Off  DonaUsonvllle^  Jxdy  S,  186S. 

Sir:  On  your  arrival  at  thin  place  you  will  communicate  with  Com- 
mander Woolsey,  who  will  inform  you  of  the  whereabouts  of  the 
batteries  below.  They  are  fieldpieces,  named  to  me  as  6-pound  and 
8-pound  Parrott«,  but  some  of  the  officers  think  them  12-pound.  You 
will  be  able  to  give  convoy  from  one  end  of  the  line  to  the  other, 
which  is  suppos^  to  be  12  or  15  miles. 

When  steamers  come  up  they  will  take  you  in  tow,  and,  perhaps, 
for  their  security,  it  would  be  best  to  do  so  going  down. 

When  you  go  down  you  will  lie  below  until  something  is  coming  up, 
but  mucn  will  be  left  to  your  own  judgment,  both  with  regani  to 
convoys  and  the  enemy's  batteries. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Commander  Townsend, 

Commanding  U,  8,  Irond^id  Essex. 


Letter  firom  Ki^or-Oeneral  Banki,  IT.  8.  Army,  to  Captain  Jenkini,  IT.  8.  Navy,  requesting 

aiiistanoe  in  transporting  troops  to  DonaldsonyUle. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Part  Hxidsim,  July  10,  186S, 

Dear  Sir:  We  received  news  )3y  the  Laurd  HUl  that  the  enemy  is 
in  force  below  Donaldsonville.  They  have  11  pieces  of  artillery  on 
the  river.  The  New  London  was  disabled  on  her  passage  down, 
receiving  four  shots  through  her  boilers.  Many  of  the  men  were 
scalded,  and  a  considerable  number  shot  by  the  sharpshooters.  I  am 
very  anxious  to  send  forthwith  all  the  troops  that  can  be  spared  from 
this  post.  The  enemy  has  no  intelligence  of  the  fall  of  Vicksburg  or 
Port  Hudson,  and  can  be  captured  if  we  can  get  a  sufficient  force  in 
his  rear  in  time.  Will  it  be  possible  for  you  to  take  a  couple  of  regi- 
ments down  to  Donaldsonville  on  the  Richnondt  Nothing  but  men 
would,  of  course,  go  on  board.  This  will  be  of  great  service.  With 
the  transports  that  are  coming  up  to-night  we  shall  thus  possibly  get 
to  Donaldsonville  a  large  part  of  our  available  force.  I  received  your 
note  of  this  day.  I  have  been  down  to  Thompson's  Creek,  and  have 
made  arrangements  for  the  immediate  construction  of  the  dam. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major- General^  Commanding, 

Captain  Thornton  A,  Jenkins. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Farragnt,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Smmoni,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  assume 

oommand  of  the  IT.  8.  8.  Konongahela. 

Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 
New  Orleans^  July  11,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  take  passage  up  the  river  in  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Kineo 
until  you  fall  in  with  the  U.  Sl  steam  sloop  MorwngaKela,  when  you 
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will  (JO  on  hoai-d  of  and  a.si*mue  the  cummund  of  tliiit  vestiel,  ttnct  yo 
will  require  to  be  turned  ovpr  tu  you  nil  unexecuted  orders. 
Very  iTspectfully. 

D.  (!.  Farkaijut, 

Rtitr-A  dmiral. 
Cai)tuin  Gko.  K.  Emmonh, 

a,min.ind»ig  U.  S.  St.-n„<  Sl.».j.  M.mn,„j.ihcla. 


U.  S.  S.  Essex, 
Grmidview  Etfar.h,  July  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  liave  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  orders 
given  before  your  departure  this  morning,  I  proceeded  in  the  Essex 
to  the  relief  of  the  Nmc  LcnOim^  the  Minimgalielit,  on  our  starboard 
beam,  towinj?  us  more  rapidly  against  the  current  than  we  were  able 
to  ateam  down  with  the  current  last  evening.  AVe  found  the  Neto 
lA>n'ifm  aishorp,  made  fast  to  the  bank  below  White  Hall  Point,  and 
Out  of  range  from  the  battery,  a  position  where  Lieutenant-Commander 
Perkins,  after  nmeli  ditficulty.  had  succeeded  in  placing  her.  The 
Honimgahda  got  lier  off,  toot  lier  in  tow  on  the  port  side,  and  made 
fast  to  the  port  wde  of  the  Em,-j-.  Tliua  sheltered,  they  made  the 
dowiiwnril  trin  almost  unKeathed.  A^^  the  Xeie  London  is  eompletely 
disabled  liy  shot4  through  her  boiler,  I  sent  word  t«  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Watters.  of  the  Klum,  to  twkc  her  in  tow  to  New  Orleans 
and  report  to  you.  LieutcuaDt-Communder  Perkins,  having  fruitlessly 
sent  several  me,ssengers  to  Donaldson ville  for  assistance,  was  finally 
this  morning  obliged  to  proceed  thither  himself.  Lieutenant  Day, 
who  was  left  in  charge,  although  wounded,  was  on  the  alert  and  pre- 
served good  order  and  discipline  among  the  crew. 

On  our  way  up  the  l>attery  at  the  head  of  Urandview  Keach  did  not 
open  upon  us,  but  it  did  so  spitefully  mwn  our  return.  The  battery 
opposite  College  Point  gave  us  a  warm  reception  both  going  and 
returning,  \Vhilst  the  MirnvjuiaJifh  wn.s  getting  the  N'-w  Drndun 
afloat  we  proceeded  up  in  the  Esiiex,  off  White  Hiul  Point,  and  opened 
upon  the  Winchester  plantation  battery,  both  at  long  and  short  range; 
they  did  not  return  our  fire.  We  counted  seven  embrnsures,  but  saw 
no  gun«  in  position  there.  A  crowd  of  sharpshooters  lining  the  levee 
disappeared  soon  after  we  opened  fire.  Last  evening  and  to-day  we 
were  struck  by  shot  and  shell  nine  times.  One  penetrated  the  solid 
timber  of  the  starlMjard  forward  guard;  three  glanced  from  our  olat- 
ing  on  the  sides  and  quarter,  doing  no  particular  damage;  the  otners 
passed,  respectively,  through  both  sides  of  the  wheelhouse,  the  awning 
rail  and  furledawning,  the  starboard  smokestM'k,  the  galley  funnel,  and 
both  ventilators.  1  will  not  particularize  the  pattering  showers  of 
musket  balls,  as  they  did  no  material  damage.  We  expended  of  100- 
pounder  liffe  9-inch  and  32-pounder  shell  and  shrapnel  150  rounds. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Dewev  displayed  coolness,  skill,  and  judg- 
ment in  managing  the  MonoiirjahJ^  and  in  getting  off  the  New  Lwidon; 
he  was  able  to  use  his  bow  and  stern  guns  and  boat  howitaers,  and 
whilst  pa.■<^ing  the  batteries  ho  did  so  effectively.  Acting  Master  John 
C.  Parker,  executive  officer  of  the  Eescx,  worked  the  battery  with  coo' 


I 


WEST   GULF    BLOCKADING   SQDADROS. 

discretion  and  abilitv,  aud  mado  a  number  of  excellent  flbote.  _ 
Attenlxjrouyh,  our  pilot,  occupied  a  very  exposed  position,  but  it  c 
Hot  militate  against  the  (<kill  with  which  he  habitually  direvtii  t_ 
i-onrso  of  the  snipi  1  am  much  pleased  that  I  can  speak  in  the  nio( 
rommendahle  tiTlnsof  the  conduct  of  all  theoth<'erp<  and  men;  it  iismJiJ 
piiitifying  that  I  am  able  to  report  the  execution  of  your  ordeix  wit^ 
out  loiss  or  injury  to  any  en^raged  in  the  exjieditioii. 

J  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respect  fully,  vour  ol»edientseiT»l 
Rohkut  1"ownsend, 

Voiiuiiundj^;  U.  S.  A'avy, 
iSearrAdmirul  1>.  (j.  FAKKAOirr, 

Comdg.  West  O'ulf  Block'I;/.  .S,jmirfr-'ii,  yrw  OdcaM. 


antira  at  a 

^Flao-Steameh  Tennessee, 
AVw;  Odcun^,  July  10,  1863. 
Kik:  I  have  to  infnini  the  neiitirtnicnt  that  while  at  Port  Hudaott' 
on  till'  morning  of  the  7th  instjinf  I  received  a  note  from  Commodoi-o 
Palmer,  of  the  Uarlfurd,  stating  the  gunboat  /V/c«  had  arrived  from 
Vicksburg  with  a  l)earer  of  dispiitches  to  Oeneml  Banks,  announeinj 
the  surrender  of  Vicksburg  with  ai.OOl)  prisoners,  128  tieldpteees,  a 
8U  heavy  guns.     Upon  receipt  of  this  intelligence  General  Banks  pi 
p<«ed  to  me  to  join  in  firing  a  tsalute  of  one  hundred  gmw  as  a  "fi 
ae  joie,"  which  was  done. 

Bedng  called  down  the  river  by  a  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  the 
Texans  were  erecting  batteries  on  the  banks  to  cut  off  General  Banks* 
-supplies,  I  proceeded  to  Donaldsonville.     At  Baton  Roug<!  I  found  un 
army  transport  with  a  bearer  of  dispatches  to  General  Emory,  com- 
manding defenses  of  NcwOrlejins,  announcing  to  him  Hie  fallof  Vickr 
hurg.    1  sent  two  boats  to  convoy  her,  but  on  my  way  down  I  ini 
the  Monmignhdii  and  Neie  LonrUni,  which  vessels  had  hist  had  a  figh 
with  the  batteries  and,  sad  to  say.  Commander  Read  was  mortallj 
wounded.     Well  might  it  be  said  of  him  that  "  the  country  could  wei 
have  spared  a  better  man,"     I  know  nothing  of  him  prejudicial  » 
man,  but  T  do  know  that  no  navy  can  boast  a  better  officer,  and  I  di 
him  a  great  loss  both  to  the  Navy  and  to  hia  country,     Captuin  Jenkii 
who  was  also  on  board  the  MommgaheJn^  on  his  way  up  to  take  coi 
mandof  the.flic^m»nrf,  w'ceCaptainAlden  (on  leave),  was  also  wound( 
by  the  same  shot  breaking  a  cutlass  which  struck  him  in  the  thigl 


After  supplying  the  wants  of  these  two  vessels,  I  proceeded  on  m; 
way  down  to  Donaldson  vi  lie.  determined  to  convoy  the  next  tow,  inord< 
to  ascertain  the  true  state  of  affairs  (which  were  greatly  magnified)  o 
the  river  banks.  At  6:30  p.  m.  on  the  9th  I  started  down  the  riverh 
the  Monongiihela.  followed  by  the  Eseex  (which  vessel  I  had  in  tbi 
meantime  sent  up  for)  and  the  Kineo  and  Tennesttee.  I  soon  dren 
their  (ii-o  on  the  Mimongnhda,  but  she  was  more  successful  than  the' 
night  before,  and  very  sliortly  silenced  their  guns;  but  they  continued 
their  musketry  fire  for  almost  two  hours;  the  batteries  were  four  in 
number  and  opened  on  us  in  succession.  I  am  glad  to  report  that  we 
lost  no  one  injured  on  either  of  the  gunboats,  but  the  orderly  sergeun( 
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of  the  Trruuwtc  was  mortftlly  n-imiitl(!tl  mid  died  ilnriiig  the  night. 
The  tow  pa^ed  safely  down  without  injury,  and  we  Hnchoted  aliout  5 
miles  below  the  battenea. 

At  6  a.  ni.  to-day  (lUth)  an  officer  of  Ueneral  Banks'  stuff,  Lieuten- 
ant Walker,  hailed  ua,  and  when  he  cajne  on  board  informed  me  that 
Li e u tenant- Com Qiander  Perkins  was  bringing  him  down  in  the  J^ew 
Lotidim,  with  dispatches  announcing  the  fall  of  Port  Hndson,  an  iincon- 
ditlonal  surrender  at !'  a.  m.  on  the  9th,  except  that  private  property 
was  to  he  respected,  but  that  the  vessel  was  fired  upon,  struck  m  the 
boiler,  and  got  ashore. 

I  immediately  took  the  bearer  of  dispatches  on  board  this  vessel 
and  sent  the  £saex  and  MonmigaJte!^  back  to  the  assistance  of  the  Nem 
Limd^n. 

The  joy  in  this  city  uiKjn  my  arrival  with  the  new.s  and  l)earer  of 
dispatches  was  unbounded  on  the  part  of  the  Union  people,  but  the 
rebels  still  refuse  to  believe  it. 

All  of  which  is  very  respectfully  submitted  by 
Your  obedient  servant. 

D.  U.  Fakraout, 

Reiir-Adm  IraJ. 

Hon.  (jiiiKON  Wei-lks, 

Sferrtiiri/  "f  Hw.  Navy. 


U.  S.  Gunboat  Hew  London, 

New  (Jrleai\»,  Jidy  J3.  1863. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report: 

At  H  o'clock  p.  m.,  July  W.  we  arrived  at  Donaldsonville  from  Port 
Hudson,  having  on  board  a  bearer  of  dispatches  from  General  Banks. 
1  received  orders  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans,  the  gunboat  Winuna  to 
accompany  uh  to  the  battery  at  White  Halt  Point. 

At  1:15  a.  m.,  on  the  luth,  the  enemy  openrd  tire  at  White  Hall  Point 
with  artillery  and  infantry.  The  third  shot  stiiick  the  JVew  Lond^i'ii 
boiler,  and  exploding  made  .seven  holen'  on  a  line  with  the  upper  Sues, 
scalding  six  persons  severely;  another  shot  perforated  the  steam  drum. 

After  being  disabled  we  ran  toward  the  eastern  shore  or  bank  of  the 
rivefj  but  on  account  of  the  steam  escaping  the  men  were  unable  to 
remaui  at  the  wheel  and  we  grounded  under  the  battery.  A  rocket 
was  sent  up  to  notify  the  Winana  of  our  disabled  condition,  in  order 
that  she  might  come  to  our  assistance. 

The  port  battery  was  manned  and  commenced  playing  on  the  oppo- 
site shore.  The  fare  of  the  enemy  being  very  severe,  and  their  range 
getting  better,  I  ordered  the  boats  to  be  manned  and  had  a  kedge  put 
out  asteru,  hauled  off,  and  drifted  down  the  stream  till  out  of  range  of 
the  upper  battery. 

The  principal  batterv  being  below  us.  1  towed  the  Neio  Limdon  to 
the  east  bank  again  and  made  her  fast.  During  this  time  a  continual 
fire  was  kept  up  by  the  enemy's  infantry.  It  was  nearly  daylight,  and 
supfwsing  tnat  the  enemy  would  open  on  us  at  that  time  with  artillery, 
and  not  being  able  to  train  my  guns  on  the  opposite  bank,  1  sent  the 
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Hhip^s  company  ashore  in  order  that  they  might  have  the  protection  of 
the  levee,  and  at  the  same  time  with  their  muskets  repel  any  attack. 

Immediately  on  reaching  shore  1  stationed  pickets  at  suitable  dis- 
tances up  and  down  the  levee  road,  and  dispatched  couriers  to  Don- 
aldsonviile  and  down  the  river  to  the  V.  S.  S.  Monmiyahela  and 
gunboat  Essex  for  assistance.  Three  messengers  returned  from  Don- 
aldsonville  bringing  word  that  no  assistance  could  be  rendered,  and 
two  returned  from  below,  saying  that  they  could  not  find  the  Jbssex. 
Feeling  that  it  was  important  to  nave  troops  to  assist  in  guarding  the 
vessel  at  night,  and  fearing  that  the  3tsex  would  not  come  up  in  timie, 
and  knowing  that  I  could  procure  assistance  from  General  Weitzel,  I 
went  to  Donaldson  ville,  procured  the  necessary  assistance,  and  returned 
immediately,  being  absent  only  about  two  hours;  during  my  absence 
the  MorwngaheJa  and  Essex  came  up  and  towed  the  Netn  London  away. 

The  wounded,  on  reaching  shore,  were  taken  to  the  plantation  hos- 
pital of  I.  M.  Marson,  who  kindly  offered  us  the  use  oi  the  same  and 
treated  them  with  much  attention  and  kindness.  The  list  of  casualties 
will  be  made  in  surgeon's  report. 

The  rigging,  masts,  and  hull  were  struck  several  times.  Too  much 
praise  can  not  be  awarded  to  the  officers  and  crew  for  their  coolness 
and  braverv  during  the  engagement. 

The  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Day,  my  executive  officer,  deserves  par- 
ticular att<».ntion,  who,  after  being  wounded  in  the  head,  remained  at 
his  post  and  rendered  valuable  service,  encoui*aging  the  men  by  his 
braverv  and  coolness. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  H.  Perkins, 
Lie^denant' Com  wander^   U,  S,  Nairy, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral^  Comdg,  West  (hdf  Blockading  SfjU4idron, 

[Endorsement.] 

Lieutemint-Commander  Perkins  was  temporarilv  in  command  of  the 
Netv  Ijmdirn^  and  was  sent  up  the  river  on  patrol  duty.  His  conduct 
was  represented  as  cool,  and  ne  made*  every  disposition  of  his  men  and 
managed  his  vessel  with  a))ilitv,  and  although  \\k\  procured  the  assist- 
ance he  sought,  1  informed  him  that  the  i)rincir)l(»  was  wrong-  a  com- 
mander should  never  leave  his  vessel  under  sucii  circumstances. 

I).  (I.  Farragut, 

Rear-Adiniral, 
Jri.T  IH,  1868. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Perkins,  17.  8.  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  Juhj  M^  1863. 

Sir:  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  has  forwarded  to  this  Department 
your  report,  of  the  13th  instant,  of  the  attack  on  the  U.  S.  S.  J\W 
Londtm  by  the  rebel  batteries  at  White  Hall  Point,  and  in  doing  so 
endorses  it  as  follows: 

Lieutenant-Commander  Perkins  was  temporarily  in  command  of  the  New  Ijondon^ 
and  was  sent  up  the  river  on  patrol  duty.  His  conduct  was  represented  as  cool,  and  he 
made  every  disposition  of  his  men  and  managed  his  vessel  with  ability,  and  although 
he  procurcKl  the  assistance  he  sought,  I  infonned  him  that  the  principle  was  wrong — 
a  commander  should  not  leave  his  vessel  under  Huch  circumstances. 
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The  Department  is  pleased  to  observe  that  your  conduct  generally 
on  the  occasion  in  question  is  spoken  of  well  by  Rear- Admiral  Farragut, 
hut  must  concur  with  him  in  the  view  of  the  impropriety  of  your 
leaving  your  vessel.  It  can  be  looked  upon,  however,  only  as  an  error 
of  judmient  on  your  part. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nam/. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  H.  Perkins, 

Command4m^{temporaril/y)  TL  S.  S,  NekoLond/m^  New  OrleanH, 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Farraguty  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Potter,  IT.  8.  Navy^ 

to  aiiiune  command  of  the  U.  8.  8.  New  London. 

July  13,  1863. 

Sik:  You  will  relieve  Lieutenant-Commander  George  H.  Perkins  of 
the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Neio  London. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Edw.  E.  Potter, 

Cfrrmnanding  U.  S.  S.  New  London. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Perkina,  IT.  8. 

Navy,  detaching  him  from  the  U.  8.  8.  New  London. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

Of  Neko  OrUans,  July  IS,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will,  upon  the  reporting  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Potter, 
deliver  over  the  command  of  the  New  London  to  that  officer,  and  con- 
sider yourself  as  detached  from  that  vessel. 

You  will  then  report  to  C'ommodore  Morris  for  duty  on  hoard  the 
U.  S.  S.  Pen^acola. 

I  regret  this  necessit}',  hut  seniority  must  have  its  precedence,  and 
it  is  for  no  misconduct  that  you  are  relieved. 

I  am  satisfied  that  you  acted  to  the  best  of  your  judgment  in  the 
case  of  the  disabling  of  the  Nfii^  London;  but  I  would  remind  you 
that  a  commander  should  be  the  last  person  to  leave  the  ship,  even  for 
succor. 

Hespectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral. 

Lieutenant-(/omniaiider  (teor(4K  H.  Perkins,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Neic  London. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Farragut,  17.  B.  Navy,  to  Captain  Emmons,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  fumiah 
a  report  regarding  the  force  of  the  enemy  between  New  Orleans  and  Baton  Bonge. 

July  12,  1863. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  you  have  had  an  opportunity  of  judging  of  the  force 
of  the  enemy  on  the  rivers  banks  between  the  cities  of  New  Orleans 
and  Baton  Rouge  and  their  ability  to  annoy  transports  as  they  pass 
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Up  and  down^  you  will  make  ine  a  written  report  of  the  sah^e,  as  it  is 
iny  desire  to  send  you  out  of  the  river  as  soon  as  your  services  can  be 
dispensed  with  in  it.  lii  the  meantime  }'^ou  will  keep  a  strict  watch 
on  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  direct  Commander  Townsend,of 
the  Sksex  (whom  I  am  happy  to  say  you  will  find  a  most  efficient 
officer),  from  time  to  time  to  where  his  services  are  most  needed.  I 
will  send  some  of  the  gunboats  up  as  soon  as  they  are  repaired  for 
the  more  active  duties  of  the  river. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farkagut, 

Rear- Admiral. 
[Captain  G.  F.  Emmons.] 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Farraguti  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dnboia, 

TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Albatroii. 

Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

Of  New  Orleam,  July  13,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  coal  and  provision  ship  and  hold  yourself  in  readiness 
to  move  at  a  moment's  notice. 
Respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- A  dtnival. 
Acting  [Volunteer]  Lieutenant  T.  B.  Dubois, 

Coiam anding  AlhatronH. 


Order  of  Captain  Emmoni,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Wooliey,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding 
TJ.  8.  8.  Prinoeii  Beyal,  to  move  down  the  river  in  search  of  Confederate  battery. 

U.  S.  S.  Monongahela, 
DonaldsonvUle,  Mississippi  River ^  July  IJ/^  1863. 

Sir:  I  learn  that  a  battery  was  captured  from  our  army  in  the  rear 
of  this  place  yesterday. 

The  enemy  may  undertake  to  use  this  against  our  transports  below. 
1  therefore  wish  you  to  move  down  the  river  slowly  some  20  miles, 
examining  closely  the  banks,  and  if  you  see  the  enemy  anywhere  shell 
them  if  you  can  do  it  effectually,  ana  give  the  earliest  notice  of  locality 
to  vessels  above  and  below. 

1  will  examine  the  river  above,  leaving  the  U.  S.  ironclad  Essex^ 
Commander  Townsend,  here  for  the  protection  of  this  place,  and  will 
expect  to  meet  you  upon  luy  return  here  to-morrow  or  next  day. 
I  am,  ver}'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Captain, 
Conmiander  M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Corajnmvdmg  U.  8.  S,  Princess  Royal,  Misssssippi  River, 


Letter  from  Brigadier-Oeneral  Emory,  TJ.  8.  Army,  to  Bear-Admiral  Farragut,  17.  B.  Navy, 

regarding  lack  of  reports  on  the  defenio  of  Donaldionville. 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans, 

Xt^w  Orleans,  July  ^1,  1863. 

Admiral:  Referring    to   our  conversation  last  eveninj^  and  the 
newspaper  complaint  of  injustice  done  to  the  navy  at  the  defense  of 
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IVjnalfiaonviUe,  I  desire  to  send  you  extracts  uf  the.  only  reports  I  have 
been  able  to  make  upon  the  subject,  and  t>«g,  if  you  think  it  of  sufficient 
importance,  that  you  will  fommunicate  it  [to]  the  brave  offieci's  who 
comniandcd  the  gunboats  on  that  occasion,  and  say  to  them  that  the 
reason  why  1  have  made  no  report  is  that  Major  Bulleu  never  made 
any  report  to  me  except  his  short  telegraphic  announcement  of  the 
repulse  of  the  enemv,  and  the  reason  of  nis  making  no  report  was 
that  he  was  mui-dered  by  a  miscreant  a  few  days  after  the  battle. 

If  any  other  reports  tiian  these  have  been  made  to  headquartei-s, 
they  have  been  made  irregularly  and  without  due  authority. 

1  only  regret  the  sad  event  wliich  ban  deprived  me  so  fai-  of  the 
pleasure  of  making  a  detailed  report  of  the  brilliant  affair  at  Doo- 
aldsonville. 

If  I-  should  have  that  opportunity  I  shall  not  fail  to  signalize  the 
officers  and  ships  that  played  so  important  a  part  in  it, 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  admiral,  your  obedient  servant, 
W.  H.  Emory, 
BrigaiHer-  General,  G/mmnndintj. 

Adniritil  I>.  (i.  Faukaout. 


Eepott  of  Brigadlar- 

HkAIXJUAHI'KK.S  IJEFENSSa  OF  NeW   OrLEANS, 

New  Orleam,  July  31,  186,3. 
Sir:     *     *     *     \  regret  that  the  murder  of  Major  Bullen  a  few  days 
after  the  brilliant  defense  of  Donaldsonville,  and  before  he  made  Sis 
report,  has  been  the  reason  why  no  detailed  account  of  that  affair  has 
been  sent. 

About  the  time  of  his  murder  reinforcement**  came  f  i-om  above,  and 
a  report  from  the  next  in  command  may  have  gone  through  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hadlotk.  who  commanded  those  remforcements.  If  so,  it 
was  irregular,  and  I  request  that  I  may  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of 
said  report,  as  much  dissatisfaction  exists  with  those  engaged  in  the 
defense  with  what  is  undeititood  to  be,  from  some  .source  or  another, 
the  official  report  of  the  affair. 

I  refer  more  particularly  to  the  complaints  made  by  the  officors  of 
the  Navy,  who  had  three  gunboatj^  in  the  fight,  and  whose  presence 
undoubtedly  aided  niat^-riaUy  if  they  liid  not  absolutely  prevent  the 
capture  of  the  place. 

I  am,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  siU'vant, 

W.  II.  Emory, 
Hrn/ittiiiff-  (if/ifrtd,  Ihmw^ndwt/, 
Ijieulfuatit-Coloiiel  R.  H.  Ii(Wl\, 

Artimj  AdjiiUnif- lr>-ii,riil. 


r-Admiriil   Fairagat,  tJ.  S. 
HEADyl'AKTEKS    DeFENSKS   OF   Neh*    Os.l.EAK»^  July  36,  1S6S. 

I  send  you,  with  the  consent  and  approval  of  the  general  command- 
ing this  department,  a  copy  of  the  report  made  by  me,*  enclosing  one 

'See  pp.  187-191,  Aimy  War  RecordB,  Vol.  XXVI. 
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made  by  Major  Porter,*  of  the  ^ght  made  by  the  United  States  forces 
at  Donaldson ville.f 

I  send  this  in  consequence  of  complaints  having  been  made  that  the 
official  reports  did  not  properly  recognize  the  important  part  taken  bv 
the  gunboats  in  this  anair.     If  other  reports  have  been  sent  to  head- 
quarters, they  have  l)een  sent  irregularly  and  without  my  knowledge. 
I  am,  verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Emory, 
Brigadiei'-  General^  Cainmanding, 
Adminil  Farraout. 


Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-Oeneral  Emory,  U.  B.  Anny, 

on  receipt  of  report  acknowledging  naval  cooperation. 

\\j.  S.  S.]  Tennesseb, 
JS^eio  Orleans,  Jvhf  g£,  [186S]. 

General:  Your  note  concerning  the  Donaldsonville  affair,  with  the 
accompanying  papers,  wa^  duly  received.  I  am  well  aware,  general, 
that  you  would  never  intentionally  withhold  credit  where  it  was  due, 
and  particularly  from  the  Navy,  and  it  is  very  gratifying  to  me  to 
have  some  evidence  of  such  feelings  from  the  Army  toward  the  Navy 
to  offer  to  those  who  certainljr  felt  that  their  services  had  been  over- 
looked when  the  hour  of  peril  had  passed. 

I  shall  therefore  take  great  pleasure  in  communicating  copies  of 
your  report  and  note  to  Commander  Woolsey  and  Lieutenant-Com- 
manders Watters  and  Weaver,  all  of  whom  have  been  so  watchful  of 
Donaldsonville  and  that  section  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

The  Kineo^  it  is  true,  did  not  get  up  in  time  to  render  much  assist- 
ance upon  that  occasion,  but  Lieutenant-Commander  Watters  had,  in 
the  early  part  of  the  threatened  attack,  taken  great  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  the  fort  and  tendered  his  services  to  Colonel  Bullen  to 
instruct  his  men  in  the  use  of  their  great  guns,  which  the  colonel  con- 
fessed himself  very  ignonint  of,  but  most  willing  to  learn,  and  I  am 
sure  that  but  for  tne  unfortunate  death  that  officer  met  with  his 
report  would  have  done  ample  justice  to  all  concerned.  Men  who  do 
their  duty  so  gallantly  rarely  fail  to  honor  those  wlio  stand  by  them. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

[D.  (t.  Farragut,] 

Rear-Admirah 

Brigadier-General  W.  H.  Emory, 

Conmiandmg  Defences  of  Nt^n  Orlvarm. 


Report  of  Brigadier-Oeneral  Emory,  U.  8.  Army,  forwarding  report  and  acknowledging 

naval  cooperation. 

Headquarters  Defenses  of  New  Orleans,  July  2S,  1863. 

Co£X)nel:  Owing  to  the  death  of  Major  Bullen,  I  received  no  report 
of  the  defense  of  the  fort  at  Donaldsonville,  and  the  only  report  of 

♦See  p.  202,  Army  War  Records,  Vol.  XXVI. 

tSee  also  Emory  to  Farragiit,  July  21,  p.  650,  Army  War  Records,  Vol.  XXVI. 
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that  Imttlp  which  has  beeti  received  by  me  is  from  Major  H.  M.  Porter, 
which  has  Wen  this  day  received  and  which  I  herewith  enclose. 

In  addition  to  the  PriinxxH  Roynl,  commanded  by  Captaiu  Woolsev, 
and  the  Wimmii,  (commanded  by  Captain  Weaver,  justly  mentioDed 
by  Major  Porter  as  having  distinguished  themselves  in  the  action,  I 
beg  the  privilege  of  mentioniog  Captain  Watters,  of  the  Kineo,  and 
the  ofEeers  and  crew  of  that  ship,  who  rendered  me  the  gi'eate«t  assist- 
ance in  enabling  me  to  place  the  proper  ammunition  in  the  fort,  and 
instructing  the  men,  all  of  whom  were  infantrj-,  totally  unpracticed  in 
artillerj',  in  the  use  of  the  guns. 


I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Emory. 
Bn'godier-Geiniral,  Grninmnding, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ihwik, 

Atufintani  ASjutarif-f'eTwruL 

[Copy  to  Admiml  Farragut,] 


Office  op  Provost-Marshal, 

DmalJuMiville,  Jidy  1,  1863. 

General:  I  take  the  liberty  to  respectfully  submit  to  you  a  few 
facts  in  regard  to  the  brilliant  victory  achieved  by  the  ariuj  and  navy 
at  this  place  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  June. 

At  about  4:30  p.  m.  of  tlie  27th  General  Green,  commanding  the 
rebel  forces,  sent  a  message  under  a  flag  of  truce  to  Major  [Joseph  D.] 
BuUen,  Twenty -eighth  Maine  Regiment,  commandant  of  the  post, 
requesting  permission  to  notify  the  women  and  children  within  3  miles 
of  the  fort  to  remove,  or  that  Major  Bullen  should  so  notify  them. 
Major  Bullen  replied  that  he  would  have  the  women  and  children 
removed. 

I  immediately  sent  both  telegrams  and  couriers  up  and  down  the 
river  for  more  gunboats,  the  J^iiicexs  Royal  only  being  here. 

At  1:30  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  the  enemy,  about  5,000 
strong,  attucked  l>oth  the  fort  and  the  gunboat  with  infantrj'  and  artil- 
lery, and  continued  fighting  until  4: 30  a.  m.  They  fought  with  great 
de.speration,  but  were  nobly  driven  l»ack  by  the  combmed  efforts  of 
the  garrison  and  the  gunboats. 

The  great  numlier  of  dead  and  dying  revealed  by  the  morning  light, 
lying  on  the  very  banquette  of  the  fort,  showed  very  plainly  how  hot 
and  warmly  contested  nad  lieen  the  light  on  shore,  and  the  many  dead 
and  wounded  at  a  distance  proved  how  effective  had  been  the  services 
of  the  large  guns  upon  land  and  water. 

There  were  but  180  men  in  the  fort,  and  this  was  the  tirst  engage- 
ment for  most  of  them,  and  nobly  did  both  officers  and  men  acquit 
themselves. 

This  was  also  the  tirst  engagement  of  the  Pr'nceux  Roval,  com- 
manded by  Captain  [M.  B.]  Woolsey,  and  with  great  coolne^  and 
daring  did  both  officers  and  men  perform  their  duties. 

The  Winmm,  commanded  by  Captain  [A.  W.]  Weaver,  came  to  our 
aid  at  3: 30  a.  m..  and  gallantly  did  she  assist  in  bringing  to  a  success- 
ful issue  this  closely  contestecf  battle. 
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Our  loss  on  shore:  Killed,  1  lieutenant,  1  sergeant,  and  6  privad 
wounded,  2  lieutenants,  3  sergeants,  2  corpomls,  and  6  privates, 
the  I*rince»s  Royal,  1  kille(i  and  2  wounded. 

Enemy's  lows  probably  350  killed  and  wounded;  1  colonel,  1  inajjur. 
and  2  lieutenants  known  to  be  killed,  and  i  lieutenants  wounded.  One 
hundred  and  thirty  prisoners  were  taken;  among  them  were  1  lieiiteo- 
ant-colonel,  1  major,  3  captains,  and  5  lieutenants.  ^" 

Hoping  and  believing  that  if  the  rebels  attack  us  again  they  will  n 
with  an  equally  warm  reception,  I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  j 
obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  POKTEK, 

Majcr,  and  Prt/voxi- Mar«hal,M 
Brigadier-Reneral  W.  H.  Emoky, 

V'Ttiriiiindin-'j,  N<fW  (h't'tumx. 


Abttrast  log  of  the  TI.  e 

JiiniiS7,  18GS.~At  anchor  off  lied  Cluirch.     At  !t:10  p.  ra.  sent 
boat  ashore  for  an  officer  bringing  dispatches.     At  9:30  got  underwaf 
and  steamed  up  river.     At  y:50  sent  a  boat  aj^hore  for  an  oiScor  who 
had  bailed  the  ship  for  passage  to  Donaldsonville. 

Jutte  S8.  — Steaming  up  river.  At  4:15  u.  m.  heard  hwivy  firing  up 
river  in  the  direction  of  Donaldsonville.  At  5:20  went  to  quarters, 
cleared  ship  for  action;  5 :40  arrived  off  Donaldson  ville.  The  gunboats 
Wincma  and  the  Prinwsa  Roijal  at  anchor  otf  the  fort;  the  transport 
St.  Mary's  also  here  with  traops  frani  below.  Received  on  board  as 
rebel  prisoners  from  the  fort.  From  8  to  meridian  received  3ft  pris- 
oners from  the  Winona.  At  13:15  a.  m.  the  MimvtiffaM^z  came  up  and 
anchored  astern  of  us.  A  number  of  buildings  near  Fort  Butler  were 
burned  by  the  military  authorities  to  dear  a  space  for  artillery  range. 
At  1:50  sent  20  prisoners  on  board  the  MonongaJiela.  At  3:20  fleet 
underwav  and  lay  stemming  the  current.  At  4:40  p.  m.  took  a  posi- 
tion to  lire  up  the  bayou.  At  7  sprang  the  i^attle  and  reported  the 
ship  ready  for  action  in  2i  minutes.  (S>muienced  shelling  the  woods 
in  rear  of  Donaldsonville.  Fired  the  Xl-inch  pivot  gun  at  an  eleva- 
tion of  11  degrees  with  15-.second  and  'id-second  fuzes.  Fired  8  XI- 
inch  shell,  3  percussion  20-ponnder  .'^lielt,  and  1 1  30-pounder  shrapnel, 
At  7:40  ceased  tiring  and  piped  down  in  obedience  to  signal. 

i/wntf  29,— At  tia.  m.  debvered  to  the  steamer  Z^pAyj-'iS  rebel  prison- 
ers for  transportation  to  New  Orleans.  Off  Donaldsonville.  At  2 
p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  signal,  sprang  the  rattle  and  reported  ship  i-eady 
for  action  in  24  minutes,  Ojiened  tire  with  XI-iiichgunand20-pounder 
ride  on  the  rebels  in  the  rear  of  Donaldsonville,  Used  20-second  and 
IS-sei'ond  fuzes,  elevation  11  degrees.  Fired  0  Xl-inch  shell,  11 
20-pounder  shnipnel;  the  other  vessels  also  tiring.  At  2:45  ceased 
firing  and  piped  down.  At  3  steamed  down  the  river.  Accidents 
during  the  action:  Ijock  of  20-pounder  rifle  blown  off:  vent  of  rifle 
badly  burned. 

Jvl'j  y.^At  anchor  off  New  Orleans.  .\t<i  alongside  the  coal  wharf, 
From  4  to  6  p.  m,  steaming  up  the  river,  destroying  everything  that 
will  float  as  we  go.  Destroyed  three  skiffs.  From  t!  to  H  p,  m, 
steaming  up  river.     Destroyed  seven  skiffs.     At  11:30  p.  ni.  arrivr' 
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near  Bonnet  Carre  Chunrh  and  came  to  anchor.  Sent  a  boat  awhore 
and  communicated  with  one  of  oiii-  soldiei':^  statioiit'd  at  the  plantation. 
At  11:30  a  force  of  rebel  cavalry  came  down  the  river  Imnk  driving 
our  pickets  in  and  tiring  tmiskets.  Immediately  went  to  quarters  and 
opened  (ire  with  port  battery.  Fired  Xl-incn  3  times;  3  Hhrapiicl 
from  'M-pounder  howitzer;  2  cbrapnel  from  30-p«under;  2  Mhell 
32-pounder,  and  1  wtand  of  grape.  At  ll:.-i(l  the  admiral  passed  np  in 
the  TenneMft;  communicated  witn  him. 

JulyS. — At  anchor  off  Bonnet  Carr6  Church.  At  WrJlO  a.  m.  got 
underway  and  steamed  up  the  river.  At  11:40  sent  a  Inrnt  ashore 
whei-e  we  were  firing  thi«  mominf;  [to  midnight  July  IJ  to  see  what 
damage  was  done.  Boat  returned  and  we  continued  up  nver;  stopped 
several  timew  and  communicated  with  soldiers  and  negroes  on  the  l»nk. 
At  12:15  p.  m.  stopped  olf  Webb's  plantation;  fired  the  '20-pounder 
ride  3  timeu  in  the  direction  of  a  crossroad  leading  from  the  interior. 
Fired  1  shi-upnel  20-pounder  and  d  percussion  shell.  At  lil:  40  turned 
and  steamed  down  the  river.  At  1:45  came  to  anchor  off  Mamiillon 
plantation. 

July  S. — At  anchor  IJ  miles  alwve  Bonnet  Carr^  Church,  At  7:35 
a.  m.  the  Monont/a/icln  got  underway  and  steamed  up  river,  hailed 
UH  as  she  passed,  and  informed  us  that  the  rebels  had  been  firing  into 
our  transports  again  below  Donaldsonville.  At  9: 30  a.  m,  got  under- 
way and  steamed  up  river.  At  10  met  the  transport  Stillie  Rfihlnxim 
towing  the  Ibervlllt:;  sent  a  boat  aboard.  Learned  that  the  rebels  had 
attacked  our  ti'oops  at  Springfield  Landing  and  driven  them  out  and 
disabled  the  Iberville.  We  turned  and  steamed  down  in  company 
with  the  transports.  At  11:15  arrived  off  Bonnet  Carr(;  Point;  left 
the  ti-ansports  and  steamed  up  river. 

Jahj  i. — From  8  to  meridian.  Heavy  tiring  up  the  river.  At  S:  25 
a.  m.  sprung  the  rattle  and  reported  the  ship  ready  for  action  in  two 
and  onc'hati  minutes.  Picked  up  two  of  the  Nmo  /,oh(/»h"j<  boats  drift- 
ing downstream.  At  8:30  met  the  JVeio  Lonrion  coming  down;  com- 
municated with  her,  then  steamed  up  river  in  company.  At  11:10 
arrived  off  Donaldsonville.  The /ViVicec*  fiwya/  and  Wijwnti  a,t anchor 
here.  Sent  the  Tf&io  Lmidoii^s  boats  to  her.  At  1:10  p.  m.  turned 
and  steamed  down  river.  At  1:30  sprang  rattle  and  reported  ship 
readv  for  action  in  two  and  one-half  minutes.  The  lookout  at  the 
mastbead  reporting  a  body  of  rebels  back  of  the  levee,  opened  lire  on 
them  from  starboard  battery,  the  Nein  London  also  tiring.  Fired  the 
XJ-inch  5  times;  8  24-pounder  shrapnel,  5  shell,  32-pounder.  and  '1 
grape;  18  percussion  shell,  20-pounder  Parrott.  At  2: 20  ceased  tiring 
and  piped  down.     Came  to  off  Moore's  plantation. 

July  5. — At  .5:50  a.  m.  SnUie  Rohimon,  came  up  river.  Got  under- 
way and  steamed  up  river  in  company  with  her.  At  t):20  lookout  at 
masthead  reported  a  body  of  men  in  the  rear  of  a  sawmill.  Opened 
with  port  battery.  Thej'  opened  on  us  with  musketry,  which  we  also 
returned  with  muskets.  Fired  twice  from  Xl-inch  gun  with  shrapnel 
and  grape;  2  Vl-inch  shell,  2  24-pounder;  3  shrapnef,  and  2  percussion 
shein  SO-pouoder.  At  7: 10  ceased  firing;  arrived  off  Donaldsonville 
7:40.  At  8:50  signalized  from  the  fort  that  the  enemy  were  coming 
in.  Sprang  the  rattle;  reported  the  ship  i-eady  foi-  action  in  two 
minutes.  At  10  turned  and  .^teamed  down  river.  At  11  the  enemy 
fired  on  us  with  rifle  muskets,  striking  us  in  several  places.  Imme- 
diately opened  on  them  with   starboard   battery.     Fired  1   Xl-incb 
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ahrapiiei,  2  Vl-inch  shell,  and  1  grape;  1  sbrapnel,  24-poimder,  and  1 
percussion  shell  from  20-paunder. 

Jufj/  6. — Came  to  anchor  off  College  Point.  At  13:30  n.  ni.  ^teatui 
upriver.  At  1;10  the  enemy  lired  on  us  from  l)ehind  the  levee  wil 
musketu.  Immediately  opened  on  them  with  port  battery 
enemy  followine  ua  up  the  levee  and  keeping  up  a  oontinual  tire.  Wej 
alao  returned  their  lire  with  mu.skets  and  revolvers.  Expended  45ft^ 
musket  cartridge's,  8  Xl-inch  shrapnel,  9  Vl-inch  shell  and  1  grape;  16 
shrapnel,  24-pounder,  and  8  percussion  shell,  20-pouiider.  At  2:50; 
ceaeed  firing.  At  3:45  arrived  off  Donaldsonville.  At  4:4S  dropped, 
in  position  to  command  the  bayou;  came  to  anchor. 

Jvly  S. — At  anchor  off  Donaldsonville.  At  1:5U  a.  lu.  got  under- 
way and  steamed  down  the  river,  accompanied  by  the  jV^/i  Ijmdon  as 
a  convoy  for  the  ti-ansport  St.  Mari/g.  At  3: 10  the  reljels  opened  fire 
on  us  with  apparently  five  pieces  of  artiUerv.  0])ened  fire  on  them 
with  starboard  battery.  lEiving  convoyed  tlie  Si.  Mari/'x  safely  by, 
we,  in  company  with  the  JVeto  Londo}i,  rounded  to  and  steamed  up 
river.  At  4  we  arrived  abreast  of  the  rebel  battery  again.  They 
opened  tire  and  kept  it  up  briskly  upon  us  and  the  Neie  Lomton.  We 
gave  them  shrapnel,  shell,  and  grape  from  our  port  battery  with 
rapidity  and  precision.  About  a  mile  a!»ovo  the  battery  they  tired  on 
us  with  musketry,  which  we  soon  silenced.  The  lire  of  the  enemy  did 
no  material  inuiry  to  us.  ExpendedSit  rounds  of  ammunition.  Came 
to  anchor  off  Donaldsonville  at  6  a.  m. 

Jtdy  9. — At  anchor  off  Donaldsonville.  At  l:3Up.  m.  the  Envea 
arrived  from  above  and  anchored  astern  of  us.  Made  a  barricade 
of  bags,  hammocks,  sails,  etc.,  on  starboard  side  for  protection 
a^inst  musketry.  From  4  to  6  transported  howitzer  to  starboai'd 
.■side.  At  D;30  p.  m.  the  flagship  made  signal.  At  6:  50  got  under- 
way and  steamed  down  the  river  in  company  with  the  Mimonga' 
hela,  EnKi-j;  Tt-nneaaee,  and  ti-auiiport  SoUii-  liiAltMo/i,  with  a  bark 
and  s<^'hooner  in  tow.  At  7  spnmg  the  rattle  and  reported  the 
ship  ready  for  at^tion  in  two  minutes.  The  rclwl  battery  at  Buena 
Vista  opened  tire  on  the  Mmtoiigahdo ,  whe  beinp  the  leading  vessel. 
We  opened  tire  on  them  immediately,  together  with  the  MonongahdOf 
Eise^,  and  Tennesvce.  Keltels  kept  up  a  brisk  fire  with,  apparently, 
abouteightpiecesof  artillerj'.  In  the  bend  at  College  Point  the  rebels 
again  opened  on  us  with  a.  considerable  battery.  Returned  their  fire 
while  in  range  7  miles  below  this  place.  At  10  p.  ni.  the  enemy  again 
fired  on  the  passing  vessels  with  about  three  pieces  and  continuous 
yolleysof  musketry.  We  shelled  them  as  we  passed.  While  we  were 
still  under  fire  at  this  place,  and  steaming  very  slowly,  heading  down 
the  river,  nearly  in  tne  middle  of  the  river,  the  steamer  Tennessee^ 
which  had  been  astern  of  us,  came  down  heading  directly  for  us.  See- 
ing a  collision  must  take  place  unless  she  altered  ber  course,  I,  as  well 
as  Mr.  Colburn,  hailed  her  in  a  loud  voice  to  starboard  her  helm,  and 
at  the  same  time  we  put  ours  hard  ai>ort  in  order  to  avoid  a  collision. 
They  on  board  her  did  not  seem  to  hear  or  heed  us,  and  her  bow  struck 
us  abreast  the  forechannels,  and  her  stern  swung  around  smashing  our 
port  forecbains  and  breaking  down  our  whole  rail  fi-om  the  gang- 
way forward;  also  carrying  away  the  first  cutter  and  the  davits  on 
the'  port  side.  We  backed  and  succeeded  in  getting  clear  of  her. 
After  receiving  this  damage,  steamed  down  river  and  came  to  anchor 
at  11: 10  p.  m.  astei'n  of  the  Mtmi/nijtthi;hf.  We  expended  44  rounds  of 
am  munition. 
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.My  10.— Xt  anchor  ll>  miles  below  Colh>ge  Point.  At  7:20  a.  m. 
steamed  up  river.  At  8:15  came  to  anchor.  Tennewiix  went  down 
river;  the  Esmsex  and  Moimngahelti.  ateamed  up  river.  At  10: 45  saw  a 
body  of  rebel  cavalry  on  shore.  Opened  on  them  with  30-poundor 
rifle;  fired  8  percussion  shell.  At  11:40  stenmed  up  river  to  our 
picket  Htation  on  east  bank  of  river  and  lay  dtemmiuetae  current.  At 
12:20  Hteained  up  river  a  short  diHtance.  Saw  a  Ijo^  of  rebel  cavalry 
on  the  batik.  Opened  tire  on  them  with  2(>-pounder  rifle,  32-pouDder 
and  24-pounder  howitzer.  Fired  3  aO-piwnder  concussion  .^hell;  3 
nhrapnel  for  24-pomider,  1  shell  for  82-pounder.  At  1  p.  ni.  turned 
and  steamed  down  the  river.  At  2:20  turned  and  ateamed  up  the 
river.  At  3  the  Eiwm  and  the  Muiuiiigaheln  came  down  with  the  Neio 
Ltrndun  in  tow.  At  3:50  steamed  alongside  the  New  London,  made 
fast,  and  took  her  in  tow.  From  4  to  ti:  Sleamed  up  river  about  2 
miles  to  our  picket  station,  for  the  Xew  Lfmdfm  to  tjike  on  board  her 
wounded  that  had  been  put  on  shore.  Took  them  on  board  and  at 
4:50  steamed  down  river.  At  11:50  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  New 
Orleans. 


July  3,  1S6J. — At  4:20  p.  in.  shoved  off  from  J^ednwt  aad  proceeded 
up  the  river  in  tow  of  U.  S.  tmnaport  North  America.  At  4:30 
passed  the  U.  S.  transport  Sallio  BoUnmn  with  steamer  IbemifJe  in 
tow,  the  latter  having  been  disabled  by  the  Confederates  up  the  river. 
At  5:30  passed  the  U.  S.  S.  Mtmongaheln  going  down  the  river. 
Stationed  crew  at  quarters. 

July  Jf.—XtH-.M  a.,  m.,  while  passing  White  Hall  Sawmill,  were  fired 
into  from  the  we'^t  Iwink  of  the  river,  shots  passing  through  the  Nt/rth 
Atimrka  and  over  our  deck.  Cast  off  immediately  and  opened  fire  on 
them  with  shell,  grape,  and  canister,  starting  the  Confederates  clear 
from  the  shore.  After  firing  about  40  rounds  stood  upstream,  but 
afterwards  returned  to  pick  up  our  boats  that  had  broken  adrift  from 
alongside  when  we  cast  off  from  tow.  Had  not  proceeded  more  than 
a  miTe  when  the  /u/(w  hove  in  sight,  having  our  Iroats  in  tow;  turned 
and  stood  up  river  with  the  Kituxi  in  coniiMiny.  At  11:20  arrived  at 
Donaldsonvilleand  found  the  IVincens  Riryal  and  Wlnun-i  anchored  off 
there.  At  1  p.  m,  stood  down  river.  At  2  p.  m.  opened  tire  on  the 
river  banks  near  White  Hall  Sawmill.  Shelhng  along  the  river  banks 
and  woods,  the  K'uifi  in  company,  till  2: 45;  ceased  firmg.  The  Kirieo 
rounding  to,  we  stood  down  the  river.  Later  part  of  the  watch,  rain 
squall. 

Jaly6. — At  (i  a.  m.  got  underway  and  went  under  shears  to  exchange 
42-pounder  Sawyer  rifie  for  32-pounder  and  take  in  oixinance  stores 
for  U.  S.  S.  Richmond.  At  7:30  arrived  U.  S.  S.  Monongakeln  and 
U.  S,  S.  PocahotitoK.  Light  breezes  from  the  west  and  pleasant 
weather.  At  9:30  p.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the  river, 
convoying  the  steamer  /tfo  loaded  with  stores  for  the  fleet  above. 

July  7. — This  day  commences  with  a  light  wind  from  the  southward 
and  westward  and  clear.  At  4  a.  m.  slowed  down,  waiting  for  the 
M'/nongaheld^s  coming  up.  At  4:45  the  Munongahehi  hove  in  sight 
and  continued  in  our  company  the  remainder  of  the  watch.  From  8 
to  12  m,:  Gentle  breezes  from  the  westward  and  clear  weather.     Still 


I 
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ill  company  with  the  Mufionfjaheki  nud   Ida.     At  8:40  u,.  m.  s 
down  arid  spoke  some,  cavalry  on  the  right-liand  shore.     They  reported  | 
a  battery  of  three  euns  on  the  opposite  hank.     At  9  a.  m.  discovered  1 
the  battery  on  the  White  Hali  Bend;  they  ojjcned  fire;  we  immediately  1 
stowed  down  and  oiiened  on  them,  the  Mcnmujahftla  doing  the  same,   ' 
Discovered  also  manv^harpshoot^'ri^  firing  at  us.     Shelled  many  houses 
along  the  bank  nntil  !):45.     At  10:15  arrived  Ht  Dunaldnonville  and 
delivered  ^  kegs  of  powder  to  the  WhmiHi.     At  VZ  x\\.  ffot  underway 
and  proceeded  up  the  river  in  company  with  thti  Jf"iii/ii</(i/i,  l<i,  convoy- 
ing the  steamers  liroitm  and  Ida.     At  6  p.  m.  spoke  the  U.  S.  S. 
2cntu'8>ieii  in  Manchac  Bend;  received  orders  from  Rear-Admiral  Far- 
ragut  to  return  to  Donaldsonville  with  dispatcher.     At  9:1,5  p.  m. 
anchored  off  Donaldsonville.     At  11:45  p.  m.  arrived  the  steamer  St. 
MaryrnXovin  river,  m 

July  8. — At  2  a.  m.  got  miderwav  and  proceeded  down  the  river  in  J 
company  with  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Kiium  to  convoy  the  transport  St. 
Mtifi/'e.     Passed  the  batteries  at  White  Hall  Bend  and  returned,  engag- 
ing them  as  we  passed.     We  were  struck  four  timers,  cutting  away  our 
starboard  fore-riggingand  injuring onr main-deck  awning.     At  6  a.  m. 
returned  to  Donaldsonville  and  anchored  on  the  starboard  quarter  of 
the  Pn-n-cess  Moyal.     At  12:30  p.  m,  U.  S.  S,  Tmutmee,  with  Kear-J 
Admiral  Farragut  and  U.  S,  S.  Mmimigaheh,  came  down  the  rivM 
and  anchored.     At  2:45  p.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  tht 
river.     At  3:45  stopped  and  sent  a  boat  ashore,  having  di.scovered  two! 
contrabandfi  signaling  us.     They  reported  the  rel)els  having  taken  twdl 
negroes  from  the  Government  plantation.     At  1U;30  p.  ra.  came  toJ 
anchor  off  Baton  Rouge.  1 

•ftdy  0. — ^At  11:30  p.  m.  arrived  off  Donaldsonville.  Received! 
orders  to  proi:eed  to  New  Orleans  and  the  U.  S.  gunboat  SVlnwia  to  T 
pass  the  batteries  with  us.  At  12  midnight  started  going  ahead  slow,  j 
giving  the  Winona  time  to  get  underway.  I 

J'dy  10. — At  1  a.  m.  the  Wuiowi  appeared  in  sight;  went  ahead  \ 
strong.  At  1:15  the  enemy  opened  fire  with  infantrv  and  artillery,'^ 
the  second  shot  entering  the  boiler.  The  steam  rushed  out  with  great  I 
force,  scalding  John  Brooks,  [acting]  third  assistant  engineer;  GeorgQkS 
Taylor,  first-cTass  fireman;  Joseph  Mathew.s,  first-class  menian;  JameM 
Cook,  coal  heaver;  Charles  Alexander,  coal  heaver,  and  James  Dooi-^ 
gan,  second-class  fireman.  After  being  disabled,  put  the  helm  astar-l 
board  and  ran  her  on  the  eiuttern  bank  of  the  river.  Manned  the  portiV 
battery  and  began  playing  on  the  opposite  shore.  The  fire  of  thci^ 
enemy  being  severe  on  our  position,  we  manned  boats,  put  outakedge'j 
astern,  and  got  her  afloat  without  much  difficulty,  letting  her  drift! 
down  river  till  out  of  range  of  the  upper  battery.  The  principal  bat-  1 
tery  being  below  us,  Lieutenant-Commander  Perkins  decided  to  tow.j 
her  in  and  make  her  fast  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  again,  and,  as  I 
it  was  expected  the  enemy  would  shift  his  fieldpieces  ana  open  fire  at  I 
daylight,  all  the  ship's  company  were  sent  on  snore  under  the  levee,  f 
for  protection,  three  persons  stopping  on  board  to  look  out  for  the  ] 
magazine.  Immediately  on  rea^-hingtheiiver'.'f  bank  messengers  were  1 
dispatched  for  Donaldsonville  and  down  the  river  to  the  U.  S,  S.  1 
Moiuiuf/iihuhi  and  EHMfx  for  assistance.  From  4  to  R  a.  m. :  No  signs  1 
of  the  enemy.  Messengers  returned  from  Donaldsonville  stating  tnat  \ 
intelligence  of  the  disaster  had  been  given  to  the  commanding  officer  i 
of  the  Princess  Unyal,  bnt  up  to  8  o'clock  no  AssisU^nce  arrived,   ' 
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latellisence  from  Iwluw  stated  that  the  eiiomv  had  )*trong  batteriea 
below  College  Point.     From  S  a.  m.  to  12  m.:  f?hip's  company  still  on  j 
shore.    At  10  a.,  m.  heard  heavy  tiriug  below,  supposed  to  be  some  ] 
vessel  coming  up  engaging  the  batteries.     At  1 1  saw  the  M'mrmf/aMa  i 
with  the  fi^/ifj-  in  tow.     The  Mft"j>ie;a/iel<t  took  us  on  her  port  si^e,  the 
Swey  going  on  her  wtarboard  to  protect  both.     Nearly  all  the  ship's 
company  who  went  on  shore  at  that  place  being  on  board,  prweeoed 
down  the  river.     P'roui  12  to  i  p.  tn:  At  1  p.  lu.  passed  the  Imtteries 
at  College  Point;  at  1;.3U  the  batteries  at  Burnside  plantation.     At 
3:30  passed  the  battery  at  St.  James'  sugar   refinery.     Received   a 
heavy  fire  from  eaeh.  which  was  returned  by  the  Monongahtla  and 
®w«r.     At  3;  30  cast  off  from  the  Mrinifiujahelit  and  made  fast  to  the 
KifuH).     At  3:30  sent  a  boat  on  shore  for  John  Brooks,  [acting]  third  i 
assistant  engineer;  GeorgeTaylor,  tirst-dasstirenian.  and  James  Cook,   , 
coal  heaver.     Pleasant  weather  during  the  watch.     From  i  to  8  p.  m. 
made  fast  to  the  AVji^oand  proceeded  down  the  river.     At  11:45  p.  m. 
arrived  at  New  Orleans  and  came  to  anchor  astern  of  the  flagship. 

-/"('//  yy.  — New  Orleans,  La.  At  11  cast  off  the  Khi'i)  and  hauled  i 
the  vi'>scl  alongside  the  levee  for  repaira.  From  12  to  4  p.  m.:  Sent  ' 
John  Brooks,  third  assistant  engineer,  George  Taylor,  fireman,  and 
James  Cook,  coal  heaver,  ashore  to  the  hospital.  From  4  to  b  p.  m.: 
Captain  Perkins  and  paymaster  F.  H.  Thompson,  with  5  men,  came 
down  the  river  on  the  gunboat  Alhairniis  and  reported  on  boai'd  At 
fi  p.  m.,tbeU.  S.  S,  //(7;'//;W,  with  the  gnnboats^Mu^row and  &iffi//-a, 
came  down  the  river  ana  anchored. 

,/uly  i!2.— New  Orleans.  La.  At  .5  a.  m,  U.  S.  gnnboat  Wijiofia 
arrived  from  Port  Hudson,  bringing  5  men  l>elonging  to  this  vessel 
left  on  shore  below  Donaldson vi lie. 

Jii/y  13. — From  H  to  12  m. :  Lieutenant-Commander  I-klward  Potter 
relieved  Lieutenant-Commander  C  H,  Perkins. 


.  B,  Wooliey.  D,  S.  Navy, 


June  27,  1863.— At  anchor  Donaldsonville.  Lu.  At  5:30  p. 
received  a  letter  from  major  conunanding  Fort  Butler,  which  had 
been  sent  to  him  by  the  rebels,  notifyinghim  to  send  all  women  and 
children  from  the  vicinity.  Commander  Woolsey  went  on  shore 
immediately.  At  6:45  mustered  all  hands  to  quarters.  At  7:20 alt 
hands  up  anchor;  7:40  uuderwav.  all  hands  at  quarters,  cleared  ship 
for  action  and  received  on  lx)ard  for  protet^tion  tne  following  persons: 
Charles  Pbitchling,   Government  superintendent  of  James  Jewett's 

Blantation,  Charles  Waveriil,  manager  of  the  same,  and  George  H. 
radshaw,  \J,  S.  engineer;  Charles  Mulberry,  servant  of  Captain 
Page,  U.  S.  Army.  From  8  till  midnight:  Underway,  keeping  posi- 
tion, started  ahead,  stopped  engines  as  occasion  requirea.  At  8:30 p.  m. 
the  provost-marshal  of  Donardsonville,  Major  [Henry  M.J  Porter,  in 
company  with  Lieutenant  Merrill,  U.  S.  A.,  came  on  board.  At  9:20 
steamer  Oirnie  tame  down  the  river,  stopping  at  DonaldsonvUle. 
Major  Porter  boarded  her.  taking  with  him  Cnarles  Mulberry  and 
sending  him  to  New  Orleans,  At  11:40  came  to  anchor.  Boat  came 
alongside  from  telegraph  office,  reporting  that  a  gunboat  had  just 
pa^ed  Bonnet  Carre,  bound  tor  Donaldsonville. 
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JuneSS. — At  12: 10  a.  m.  a  signal  of  ilangcr  wjis  inado  fruiii  the  fortl 
by  buniiug  a  red  Coston  light.  At  12:15  a.  ni.  all  haiid;:!  up  anchor. 
At  1'2:5I>  underway,  steaming  slowly  ahead,  battery  fast  loose,  ship 
clear  and  ready  for  aetion.  At  1:05  another  red  Coston  light  buniea 
and  a  musket  also  fired  at  same  time.  At  1 ;  25  hd  att»ek  was  made  on 
the  upper  side  of  the  foi-t,  the  fort  tiring  two  guns  rapidly.  We 
eonnuenied  action  by  opening  tire  on  the  enemy's  stonniug  party, 
shelling  the  woods  around  the  fort  and  bevond.  The  tiring  Kept  up 
nipidly  from  all  our  guns.  Enemy  opened  on  us  with  sharpshooters, 
and  with  grape  from  tbeir  artillery.  At  2:30  a.  m.  Isaac  Foster, 
ordinary  seaman,  was  killed  while  working  his  ^un,  being  shot  through 
the  head  by  enemy's  sharpshooters.  Atsame  time  Alexander  Gordon. 
CAptainforceastle,  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  wrist;  both  men  belonged 
to  the  first  division.  Charles  Preston,  seaman,  was  shot  thi-ough  both 
legs  bv  sharpshooters.  Oiiened  on  the  eneinv  with  grajx'  and  shrapnel. 
From "4  till  8  a.  m. :  At  4  the  U.  S.  gunboat" TT/nw/  hove  in  sight  and 
commenced  firing  on  the  rebels.  At  4:15  ceased  firing,  the  eiiem'  " 
having  fallen  back.  At  4: 35  the  Kinei/  hove  in  sight,  also  the  U.  "^ 
transiwrt  St.  Mari/'s;  the  latter  proceeded  on  up  toe  river.  The  t' 
gunboats  came  to  anchor  off  the  fort.  At  ti  carae  to  anchor.  The 
commanders  of  the  Wimmn  and  Kiuen  paid  C-oniniander  Woolsey  a 
visit,  lloceived  on  board  24  rebel  prisioners  from  the  f()rt.  Stationed 
sentries  over  them.  Sent  on  shore  and  procured  a  coffin  from  Major 
Uullen,  commanding  the  fort,  for  the  bodv  of  Isaac  Foster,  killed 
in  action.  At  11  delivered  for  defense  of  the  fort  10<>  rounds  of 
24-pounder  fixed  ammunition.  At  meridian  Mmumgahela  arrived. 
At  1:45  p.  m.  the  Ge^u'me  arrived  and  came  to  anchor,  a  tugboat  also 
arrived  from  down  river.  At  2;  15  put  all  prisoners  in  single  irons 
and  placed  them  on  the  berth  deck.  At  3:30  underway,  keeping  posi- 
tion, working  engines  as  required.  At  5:30  came  to  anchor  m  line 
astern  of  Moncngiilu'la.  From  fi  till  S  p.  m. :  The  MommauhelOf 
Oenenre,  Kineo,  and  ^\'hwlnt  commenced  shelling  the  woods  in  -"•- 
and  both  sides  of  the  fort.  At  7:45  the  senior  ship  made  signal, 
liring.  Sent  on  shore,  for  duty  at  the  fort,  5  men,  with  5  Ei 
rifles,  accouterment^  complete,  and  60  rounds  of  bu,ll  catridges, 
percussion  caps  to  each  man. 

Jun^  !S9.^ At  4:  bOn.  ni.  was  hailed  by  the  J/b/io^i^a/i^^i  and  reqneal 
to  send  all  the  rebel  prisoners  on  Iward  the  transport  Zephi/r.  St 
24.  At  2  p.  m.  called  the  fii'st  and  fifth  guns'  crews  to  quarte] 
Genc»ei;  Moiumgahela.,  Klneo,  and  Wincnin  commenced  shelling 
woods  in  rear  and  above  the  fort.  Prmcess  Hoyal  fired  five  rou 
from  30-pounder  rifle.  At  3  p.  m.  the  Montnigakelft  got  underwai 
and  proceeded  down  the  river.  At  3:30  the  n7«»v)  went  down 
river.  Rebels  S  miles  above  on  Doyle's  plantation;  had  taken  1  F 
eral  ofiicer  prisoner,  who  was  attending  telegraph  oflice,  Iteb 
below  with  li  pieces  of  artillery;  number  of  reliels  not  kno 
7: 30  gunboat  nVnofffj  came  up  to  old  anchorage  again.  At8;30  got" 
imderway  and  proceeded  up  river,  convoving  steamer  Jh-Ti-illt.  Afel 
10:50  parted  company  with  the  Iberinlte  and  started  down  rivOTj. 
At  8  bells  hoisted  signal  lights,  having  made  gunboats  at  anchor  off. 
Dooaldsonvitle,  which  was  in  flames. 

.June  30. — At  10:30  a.  m,  observed  our  pickets  twing  driven  in  bj 
the  enemv.  Made  a  barricade  of  awnings  and  hammocks  around  toe 
ship's  bulwarks.     At  5:20  p.  m.  the  Genev«*<  anchored  and  conimencod 
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firing,  sbelliug  the  woods.  At  TkSO  p.  ni.  called  first  and  liftli  giin'a 
crews  to  quarters  and  commented  firing,  shelliny  the  woods.  At  4:45 
Gamsee  t«ignaled;  ceased  tiiinff,  having  Bred  four  roundw  from  No.  1 
rifle  and  three  from  No.  5  rifle. 

■fult/ 1. — At  10  a.  m.  Gmi^see  came  alongside,  spoke  us,  and  proceeded 
down  the  river.  At  10:45  a  boat  from  uie  fort  (-ame  alongside  with  a 
mesaage;  also  reporting  that  the  enemy  were  about  li  miles  to  the 
right  of  the  fort  about  2,01)0  strong.  At  4:45  p.  ni.  proceeded  up  the 
river.  GeneHee  hailed  us  in  passing  to  fire  three  shell  into  the  woods 
on  left  of  river  and  then  return  to  our  anchorage.  At  5:25  fired  9 
lo-second  shell  and  1  5-8econd  shell,  all  three  f rom  30-pounder  Parrott 
rifles.     At  5:35  stood  down  river, 

r/vly  :l. — At  12:25  a.  m.  tugboat  Idu  passed  down  river.  At  1, 
transport  SalUe  Rohinnon  paused  down  river;  hailed  and  stopped  her 
and  carried  mail  on  board,  then  [shej  iuimediately  proceeded  down 
river.  Ata:30tbe  Saliie  Sofn'nucii  and  tugboat  Mr  returned;  tug- 
boat came  alongside  (having  Captain  Alden  on  hoard),  asking  for  a 
convoy  down  the  river,  reporting  that  a  steamer  had  been  attacked  by 
the  reoels  about  10  miles  below.  The  steamer  Zephyr  came  up  river, 
having  been  tired  into  by  the  rel>els.  Also  reported  the  steamer  lier- 
ville  disabled  and  wanting  assistance.  At  3:20  the  Winonagot  under- 
way and  proceede\i  down  the  river  to  convoy  the  SaUie  R^mson  and 
Ida  and  render  assistance  to  the  If^eroiU^. 

July  ,5.— At  .S:55  p.  m.  signal  lights  from  the  fort  red  and  white, 
enemy  approaching.  At  10:55  received  on  board  Fi-ancis  F.  Scott, 
charged  with  shooting  Major  Bullen,  in  charge  of  post,  Fort  Butler. 
Put  Sim  in  double  irons  and  placed  a  sentry  over  him. 

JuJif  G. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m.  Received  information  of  the  death  of 
Major  Bullen.  At  11 :  15  a.  m.  received  on  board  from  the  commauder 
of  the  fort  under  custody  of  guard,  charged  with  being  spies,  Emile 
Brun  and  Frank  Alema.     At  11:25  sent  them  back  to  fort.  ^^h 

July  7. — From  Still  meridian:  Heard  heavy  firing  below.     At  10;  10  ^^| 
New  Lo^ndon  and  Monongahefa  came  to  anchor.     Captain  of  the  New  ^^| 
LoiidoH  came  on  board,  bringing  mail.     Comm^der  VVoolsey  visited  ^^| 
the  MoninuiaMa.     At  11:20  sent  Mr.  De  Lacey  on  shore  to  telegraph 
to  Commodore  Morris  at  New  Orleans  that  the  rebels  have  guns  in  posi- 
tion below  us  in  extent  some  6  miles;  that  on  the  Munongahelt^x  passage 
up  Captain  Read  had  been  mortally  wounded.     Mr.  De  Lacey  returned     ^^ 
from  shore,  reporting  that  the  rebels  had  cut  the  telegraph  wires  below.    ^^^ 
At  12:15  the  Nt'W  Umdmi.  and   Monongahela  proceeded  up  the  river.    ^^| 
At  9:40  p.  m.  the  N-nc  London  came  down  the  river,  and  nailing  the    ^^| 
gunboats  below  us  informed  them  of  the  capture  of  Vicksburg,     tilled 
all  hands  to  cheer  ship  and  manned  the  guns.     The  Ne^/^  London  came 
up,  hailed,  reporting  fur  duty  to  the  captain,  informing  him  that  Vicks- 
burg had  lieen  taken  on  the  4th  instant  with  20,000  prisoners,  and  that 
the  admii-al  would  come  down  the  river  in  a  day  or  two.  and  that  we 
were  to  remain  here  until  that  time.     Gave  three  moi^e  cheers  and 
piped  down.     Sent  dingey  on  shore  with  an  officer  to  inform  com- 
mandant of  the  fort  of  the  glorious  news.     Two  shots  were  fired  at  the 
forecastle  lookout  at  9:45.     Pivoted  the  IX-incb  gun  to  starboard  to 
bear  on  the  quarter  whence  firing  came.     Boat  came  alongside  asking 
for  medical  aid  for  troops  on  the  C'omie;  sent  Surgeon  Chandler  on 
board. 


I 


July  10. — At  1:15  a.  m.  the  Winfum  and  Nev-  I^>ndon  DVOfC^ded 
down  the  river.  At  1  was  hailed  from  ahoi-e,  stating  that  tlipro  were 
dispatches  for  this  steamer  on  shore.  Immediately  sent  an  officer  in 
charge  of  a  boat  on  shore  and  i-ereived  dispatches.  From  1:30  till  fi 
heard  heavy  firing  down  river,  also  saw  skyrocket.  At  3  the  Winona 
passed  up  river.  At  S  a  boat  came  alongside  bringing  an  officer  and 
two  men  from  the  New  London^  reporting  that  she  had  been  disabled 
and  was  then  on  nhore  under  the  enemy^  tire.  The  party  from  the 
Neii^  Jj>ndon  proceeded  down  to  their  ship.  Telegraph  wires  being 
cut  for  4  miles  could  not  telegraph  to  the  admiral  at  New  Orleans. 
Sent  on  shore  to  ascertain  if  tn©  fort  would  bo  able  to  hold  their  own 
in  the  event  of  our  leaving  the  post  to  assist  the  New  Ijmihin,  At  7 
received  on  board  a  wounded  man  from  \!^^  Ni^b  Lmidon.  At  ";i5 
sent  Mr.  Langley  in  dingev  to  wait  here  until  return  of  ship.  At7:55 
got  underway  and  proceeded  slowly  up  river.  Sent  Mr.  Stevenson, 
the  paymaster,  on  horseback  to  New  Orleans,  on  duty.  At  8:20 
passed  eight  steamers,  all  laden  with  cjivalry,  infantry,  and  artillery; 
all  landed  at  the  fort.  At  8:35  turned  round  and  proceeded  down  the 
river.  At  8:40  steamer  Maurice  came  down  the  river,  landing  at  fort. 
All  steamers  reported  having  been  tired  into  from  above,  .-it  8:50 
proceeded  down  the  river,  all  hands  at  quarters  for  action.  At  9: 30 
diacovered  a  large  body  of  men  with  some  artillery  in  position.  Sent 
a  boat  on  the  opposite  shore  and  brought  off  Commander  Perkins,  of 
the  Neic  Ijmdon.  At  9;45  proceeded  up  to  Donaldsonville.  piped 
down.  At  10: 15  saw  a  body  of  niounte<l  troops  going  down  the  river 
on  the  right  bank.  At  10:30  arrived  at  Donaldsonville.  At  12:20 
p.  m.  the  paymaster  of  the  Neie  London  came  on  board.  At  12:25 
Commander  Perkins  came  on  board.  CJeneral  Weitzel  visited  the  ship. 
At  12: 50  transpoit  Lit  liiKe  proceeded  down  the  river  to  land  troops 
to  protect  the  New  Lcndim.  From  6  to  S  p.  m.  received  on  board  fonr 
men  from  the  NeiP  London,  with  their  arms. 

July  H. — Proceeded  down  the  river.  At  5  p.  m.  stopped  aliout  15 
miles  below  Donaldsonville  and  sent  n  boat  on  shore,  in  charge  of  an 
officer,  for  some  officers  and  wounded  men  of  the  steamer  Neie  L<mdon. 
At  6  boat  returned,  bringing  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  L.  H.  Kendall 
and  6  men  (5  l)adly  sealned,  1  loss  of  left  arm).  Proceeded  down  the 
river:  came  to  anchor  opposite  Donaldsonville, 


AbBtract  log  of  the  D.  B.  B.  Winonft,  LitnMntiit-Cilinmajiiler  A.  W,  Weaver,  H,  8.  Vtyj, 
oommBiidin^. 

June'27,  ISljJ, — ^Olf  Plaijucmine.  At  1  p.  m.  boarded  the  steamer 
Sniiie  Ruhhimm,  bound  up  river  with  a  scnoouer  in  tow.  Arrested 
the  following  men  on  her  and  brought  them  on  boani:  Julian  Grassier, 
T.  M.  Nehns.  and  A.  Heise.  These  prisoners  had  passes  to  New 
Orleans  and  return;  ihcy  got  off  at  this  place.  They  were  searched 
and  on  the  person  of  A.  Heisc  wiis  foutul  S^S.585  in  Confedei-ate  money, 
and  in  his  carpet  bag  was  foun<l  a  liundli'  uf  late  New  Orleans  papers. 
Sent  these  prisoners  to  New  Orleans  on  the  stejimer  (hni'f.  in  iharge 
of  Acting  Ensign  William  McKendry.  to  be  delivered  over  lo  the 
provost- marshal. 

dvni'2^. — Having  received  informalion  l\v  a  courier  from  Donald- 
sonville that  the  place  would  be  attacked  this  morning,  weighed  at  1 
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a.  m.  and  proceeded  down  the  river.  At  2  a.  ni,  lieard  heavy  firing. 
At  3  a.  m.  discHvered  the  U.  S.  S.  Prijitf^tn  Huyal,  who  wa^j  en^agin^ 
the  enemy.  At  3:30  opened  fire  with  8hell  and  shrapnel,  steamed 
slowly  down  by  the  fort,  and.  when  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  bayou, 
shelled  down  the  bayou  road,  causing  fearful  haioe  among  the  enemy. 
Turned  and  caiDe  up  again,  keeping  up  a  most  terriiic  tire  on  the 
enemy's  storming  mrty,  who  were  just  attempting  to  carry  the  fort, 
but  our  tire  was  delivered  with  such  fatJility  they  withdrew  in  confu- 
sion, and  at  4:30  the  enemy's  fire  had  eeased  entirely.  Lowered  our 
boats  and  sent  on  shore  for  prisoners  taken  in  the  engagement. 
Brought  on  Ixmrd  9  line  ofiieers  and  56  privates.  At  o  a.  m.  anchored 
abreast  of  the  town.  At  ',1:3)1  u,  rn.  put  20  of  our  prisoners  on  board 
the  gunboat  A7«w.  At  9:45  came  to  anchor.  Our  troops  engaged 
burning  the  houses  in  the  vicinitv  of  the  fort.  At  11:50  the  llagship, 
Mimotmahela  came  up  river  and  came  to  an  anchor  among  the  fleet. 
From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  The  Gei^esee  came  down  the  river  and 
anchored  among  the  fleet.  At  2:!!0  p.  m.  flagship  Moiumgfihda  &aA. 
gunl)oat  Gmm-e  steamed  ahead  of  us  and  took  up  a  position  for  engage- 
ment. At  3  p.  m.  received  ammunition  on  board  from  ordnance  otHcer 
at  New  Orleans.  At  5  p.  ni.  weighed  anchor  and  dropped  down  a 
short  distance  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  liayoii.  At  6  the  Kiiwo 
anchored  ahead  of  us.  At  7  the  fleet  fired  a  few  shell  Imck  of  the 
town  in  the  woods.  Our  troops  engaged  burning  the  houses  in  the 
town  facing  the  Imyou  road.  At  i :  aO  sent  a  detachment  of  men  to 
the  fort  to  reinforce  J.  U.  Wheeler,  F.  Cosey,  John  II.  StJinclift, 
William  Burns,  and  Edmund  Hays.  The  fleet  ceased  tiring  at  7:45. 
Exptnided  the  following  ammunition  during  the  morning's  engagement: 
For  Xi-inch:  13  5-secoiid  shi'll  and  cartridges,  5  10-secoiid  shell,  1 
15-socond  shell,  6  shrapnel,  and  cartridges.  For  rifle  gun:  1  rifle  shell 
and  cartiidges.  For  howitzers:  9  shell  and  cartridges  and  15  shrapnel. 
For  32-pounder:  U  5-second  shell  and  cartridges  and  !)  stands  grape 
and  cartridges.  In  the  evening  expended  the  following:  For  Xl-inch 
gun;  3  20-8ecoiid  shell  and  cartridges.  For  Parrott  gun:  4  Hotchki.ss 
fuze  shell  and  cartridges. 

Jnne  S9. — Anchored  off  Donaldsonville.  From  8  to  meridian: 
Heard  artillery  tiring  during  the  morning  down  the  bay,  caused  by 
our  troops  shelling  the  woods.  At  y  p.  m.  the  fleet  engaged  shell- 
ing the  woods  in  rear  of  the  fort.  At  3  the  Monwirjah-ela  got  under- 
way and  went  down  the  river.  At  3:30  the  Khtt-o  proceeded  down 
the  river.  From  f!  to  S  p.  m.:  Having  learned  that  there  was  a  large 
rebel  force  below  the  town  about  4  miles,  weighed  anchor  and  stood 
down  river.  At  0: 15  saw,  about  4  miles  below,  tbe  rebels  in  force  on 
the  left  bank  of  river.  Beat  to  quarters  and  opened  tire  with  the  bat- 
tery, which  caused  them  to  retreat  to  the  cover  of  the  wood,s.  At 
6;40  ceased  firing,  turned  our  head  up  river,  steamed  slowly  up.  8ent 
a  boat  on  shore  and  arrested  two  men,  they  being  cliargod  with  being 
a(«essory  in  cutting  the  United  States  telegraph  wires.  At  7: 50  turned 
and  proceeded  up  river.  At  8:35  p.  m,  came  to  anchor  off  Fort  But- 
ler, Donaldsonville.  Saw  large  tires  caused  by  our  troops  in  town. 
Amtnuoition  expended — Xl-inch  gun:  4  shrapnel  and  cartridges,  1 
5-second  shell  and  cartridges,  lor  rifle  gun:  5  Parrott  shell  and 
cartridges.  For  32-poundeT:  4  5-secoud  shell  and  cartridges.  For 
howitzer:  (i  shell,  fixed  amnuuiition. 
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Jvhj  J. —Off  Doiialdsonville.  At  12:30  a.  in.  tuglxmt  Ida  passed 
down  the  river;  12:45  the  SalUe  HtMnrnti  and  tug  Ida  came  back 
and  reported  the  .st<?anier  Iht^rrlllc^T^A  into  9  miles  below.  At 3  a.  m. 
sent  a  boat  on  shore  and  broujjht  off  two  soldiers  who  had  come  from 
the  Iberville,  At  3:20  weighed  anchor  and  proeeedcKi  down  the  river 
to  the  assistance  of  the  Ihervllle,  From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Steaming  down 
the  river,  the  Ida  and  Sallie  IMjin.^on  in  convo3\  At  4:10  a.  m.  saw 
steamer  Ihen^Ufe  on  tlie  left  bank  of  the  river.  At  3:30  the  enemy 
opened  tire  on  ns  from  the  right  l)ank  of  tlie  river  with  musketry. 
Beat  to  quarters  and  opened  fire  on  them  with  shrapnel  and  canister, 
which  caused  them  to  retreat.  Proceeded  down  river  about  20  miles, 
turned,  and  proceeded  on  up  river.  At  8: 15  went  to  general  quarters 
and  iired  a  few  sliot.s  at  tlie  enemy,  who  were  on  the  right  bank.  At 
8  a.  m.  ceased  firing.  At  J>:50  came  to  anchor  off  Donaldsonville. 
Ammunition  expended — For  Xl-inch  gun:  1  10-second  shell  and  car- 
tridges; 7  shrapnel  and  cartridges.  For  rifle  gun:  2  Hotchkiss  shell 
and  cartridges.  For  32-pounder:  3  5-s(»cond  shell  and  cartridges.  For 
howitzer:  12  shrajmel  and  1  shell. 

July  5,--OVl  Donaldsonville.  At  8:30  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and 
stood  down  river.  At  9:10,  when  about  1>  miles  Ijelow,  was  fired  into 
by  the  enemy  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  with  heavy  volleys  of 
musketry.  Heat  to  quarters  and  opened  on  them  with  the  batterj^ 
the  enemy  continually  firing  as  we  proceeded  down  river.  At  10:10 
ceased  tiring.  At  10:25  turned  head  upstream  and  waited  for  a 
steamer  bound  up  to  convoy.  At  2:30  p.  m.  we  fired  a  few  shell  from 
the  Xl-inch  and  rifle  gun  at  a  party  of  men  working  behind  the  levee, 
apparently  building  a  batter\\  At  2:45  p.  m.  the  steamer  Oomie 
came  up  river,  when  wie  both  proceeded  on  uj)  river.  At  3:30,  when 
opposite  Mrs.  Winchester's  plantation,  wjls  fired  into  by  the  enemy 
with  a  field  l)attery  and  heavy  vollevs  of  nnisketry.  Opened  fire  witn 
the  battery,  and  in  twenty  minutes  nad  entirely  succeeded  in  silencing 
the  enemy's  fire.     At  4  ceased  firing. 

Jidy  lb. — At  12:05  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  stood  down  the  river 
in  comj)any  with  the  Neir  Litndon,  At  1  a.  m.  rounded  to  al>ove 
Buena  vista;  the  Xetn  Lond<m  proceeded  on  down.  At  1:15  heard 
heavy  firing  down  the  river.  At  2  proceeded  up  the  river.  At  4:45 
p.  m.  came  to  anchor  near  Port  Hudson. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Monongahela,  Commander  Abner  Read,  XT.  8.  Navy. 

June  2H.,  ISO'),-  \t  4:20  a.  m.  jjot  underway  and  stood  up  river.  At 
8  a.  m.  abreast  of  Thirty-five  Mile  Point.  At  10:30  a.  m.  passed  Col- 
lege Point.  At  1:15  exchanged  nimibers  with  the  Whuutft^  /xinefK 
and  PrlncrSH  Ii<tyal  at  Donaldsonville.  At  1:30  p.  U).  came  to  anchor. 
At  2  the  GeiirAee  came  down  and  anchored.  Receivcnl  on  board  from 
the  Winona  and  Kineo  the  following  rebel  officers,  prisoners  of  war: 
D.  W.  Shannon,  lieutenant-colonel,  commanding  Fifth  Regiment 
Texas  Volunteei's;  A.  Ridley,  Thomas  11.  Hall,  M.  Klkins,  A.  M. 
Lyles,  W.  II.  Mitchell  (second  lieutenant),  all  of  the  Arizona  Brigade; 
C.  L.  Jordan  (captain),  John  A.  Shepard  (first  lieutenant),  W.  W. 
Appcrson  (first  lieutenant),  J.  A.  Darby  (first  lieutenant).  Fifth  Reg- 
iment, Texas,  and  31  men  ifrom  the  Second,  Fourth,  Fifth,  and  Sev- 
enth Texas  Regiments  and  Third  Arizona   Brigade.     At  3:30  the 
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ve&<ielR  all  gut  iindLTway  and  fltsnted  up  the  river.  At  7  p.  in.  went  to 
quarters  and  tired  aevtjral  roundw  of  shell  from  the  pivot  guus  ove.r 
Doiialdsonville.  From  8  to  midnight:  The  U.  H.  S.  Tetmesnee  arrived 
from  New  Orleans  at  11  p.  m.  The  steamer  Zepkyr  also  arrived  with 
reinforcements. 

Juti^  SO. — At  3:15  a.  m.  saw  two  large  fires  aliove  the  fort.  Deliv- 
ered the  pri.sonere  on  hoard  to  the  provost-marshal  on  board  the 
steamer  Zephyr.  At  2:05  the  Genesee  opened  tire  upon  the  woods  in 
rear  of  Donaldson ville;  fired  one  rifle  gun  at  the  same  place  12  times. 
G.  A.  McClury  (private),  belonging  to  the  Second  Kegiment  Partisan 
Kangeru  (Texsts),  gave  himself  «p  to  quit  lighting  for  the  war;  took 
him  on  board.  Irom  4  to  H  p.  m. :  Steaming  down  the  river.  At 
4:20  fired  two  shots  from  12-i)ounder  howitzer  into  the  woods.  Sent 
the  first  cut.t«r  ashore  and  learned  that  a  party  of  the  euerav  had  just 
passed.  At  4:30  p.  m,  turned  around  and  st«anied  a  short  distance  up 
river.  Spoke  the  Iiinm,  turned  aniund  and  steamed  down  the  river. 
At  5i40  overhauled  and  passed  the  Tennessee.  At  10:30  came  to  anchor 
off  New  Orleans. 

Jidi/  J. — At  1  a.  m.  a  dispatch  came  on  board  from  the  admiral. 
Called  all  hands  at  3:30  t<t  get  underway.  At  4:30  steamed  up  the 
river.  At  10  n.  m.  stopped  and  communicated  witli  the  patrol  of 
Reed'a  cavalry.  At  10:1(1  went  ahead  again.  At  10:30  stopped 
abreast  of  the  encampment  at  Grandview  Neck,  and  communicated. 
At'10:40  went  ahead  again.  At  11:30  stopped  and  sent  a  boat  ashora 
to  gain  information.  E'ired  24-pounder  howitzer  over  the  levee.  At 
12:30  p.  m.  sent  an  armed  boat  ashore,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Batchollor, at 
the  fi2-mile  sawmill,  and  destroyed  a  large  flatlwat.  At  3  stopped  off 
Donaldson  ville.  At  4: 15  p.  m.  started  up  the  river,  the  Ge^i^see  follow- 
ing. About  2  miles  above  Donaldsonville  saw  cloud  of  dust  back  from 
the  left-hand  levee.  Threw  6  rifle  shell  in  that  direction,  the  Genesee 
also  tiring.  At  5:30  turned  round  and  started  down  river.  At  5:45 
the  Genexee  made  signal  to  this  vessel;  stopped  our  engines  and  Cap- 
tain Read  went  on  board  of  her.  At  7  Capbiin  Read  returned  and  we 
started  down  the  river  again.  At  H  passed  the  62-mile  sawmill. 
Fn»m  S  to  midnight:  Steaming  down  the  river.  At  9:30  came  to 
anchor  near  Captain  Reed's  camp. 

Julu  2. —At  12: 30  a.  m.  the  Tenntnnet;  with  the  admiral  on  iKmi-d. 
passed  up  the  river.  At  8:30  a.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded 
slowly  up  the  river,  accompanied  along  the  hank  by  a  squad  of  cavalry. 
From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Sent  a  dingey  on  shore  on  the  right  bank 
to  destroy  two  skiffs;  brought  one  off  to  the  ship.  Fired  2  I:i-|X)under 
rifle  and  1  Xl-inch  shell  over  the  levee  to  start  out  the  reltels.  At  1 
turned  around  and  steamed  slowly  down  the  river,  the  squad  of  cav- 
alry following  us.  At  1:30  stopped  our  engine.'<  ond  drifted  down, 
waiting  for  the  cavalry  to  come  up.  At  2:30,  the  cavalry  not  t>eing  in 
sight,  we  rininded  to  and  steamed  up  the  river  to  look  for  them.  At 
4  turned  around  and  steamed  down  the  river,  having  heard  from  on 
shore  that  the  cavalry  had  passed  down.  At  6:20  met  the  A'hieti  at 
anchor.     Came  to  anchor. 

Juli/  3.— At  1  a.  m.  odied  all  hands  up  anchor.  Tug  Ida  came  down 
river  and  reported  her.>^elf  and  thii  //i(-r('?7A' having  been  fired  into  from 
near  Madame  Winchester's  plantation.  Steamed  up  river.  At  9  a.  m. 
boarded  the  Ih^rville,  in  tow  of  the  SaUie  Iiiihini"'ii,ha.v\n^  been  dis- 
abled by  shot  from  the  enemy  at  Madame  Winchester's  plantation. 
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Fired  shrapnpl  from  howitzer  at  borscinen  along  tlie  leree.  At 
Madaaio  Wincht'stcr'a  plantjition:  hoard  from  shore  that  the  pel 
were  hidden  iu  a  sugur  house.  Fired  8  2'H)-[poutider]  rifle,  1 
iQch  lii  poiiiider  rifle,  and  24-poimder  howitiser  at  them.  At  1 
turned  down  the  river  airain,  being  6S  miles  from  New  Orleans. 
6:45  came  to  olf  New  Orleans. 

Juhj  4-. — From  4  to  6  p.  m.,  steaming  up  the  river.     At  9: 15  p.  m. 
Htoppwd  engines  and  sent  a  boat  to  the  Ki/u-i:     (.'uptnin  Walters  came 
on  board  and  reported  that  the  enemy  had  artillery  in  the  neigbbor- 
bood.     At  <J:45  started  ahead,  called  all  bands  to  quarters,  ana  i' 
several  times  with  our  howitzers  on  the  left  liank;  no  reply  from 
enemv.     .\t  11:30  p.  m.  passed  Donaldsonville. 

July  3. — Steaming  up  river.  At  5:30  a.  m.  parsed  the  »team< 
North  Ame)'im,  l>ound  down,  with  prisoners  and  troops.  Arrived  o 
Baton  Kouge,  where  we  were  detained  forty  minutes  oy  the  fog.  At 
8  exchanged  numljers  with  the  Tennc^KW  ^q^  Rlchrn'mil.  At  8:40 
tame  to  below  Port  Hudson,  with  starboard  anchor.  At  11:40  got 
underway  and  steamed  down  the  river.  At  1:10  p.  m.  passed  Baton 
Rouge.  At  4  at  the  foot  of  Bayou  Goula  Landing,  At  5:15  stopped 
engines  off  Donaldson ville  and  communicated  with  the  J^rinceHs  Soyal 
and  Klnm.  The  Wiriona  came  up  with  a  convoy.  At  5:30  p.  ni. 
started  ahead  again  with  the  steamer  N/rth  Amerien  under  convoy. 
At  5:45  called  all  hantb*  to  quartei-s.  At  B:  10  the  enemy  opened  6ro 
on  us  from  the  right  bank  with  mui^ketry  and  tieldpieces;  retiu'ned 
the  lire  immediately.  Expended  H  24-poundcr  shrapnel,  8  Xl-inch 
24-pt)under  shnipnel,  8  aOO-iwunder  rifle  shot,  10  lH-pounder  rifle  shell, 
8  li-pounder  shrapnel,  7  32-pounder  5-8eeond  shell,  1  32-pounder 
canister,  1  32-pounder  gmpe.  Received  several  shots  from  niusketrj— 
in  our  spars  and  hull.  At  S:  45  rounded  to  and  anchored  ofT  Bonnqf 
CaiT^. 

</«/)/ 7.— At  5: 15  a.  m,  overhauled  the  iV«oZ<>«(A>«  and /rfa,  bound  u 
the  river;  slowed  down  our  engines  to  keep  company  with  them.     A 
6  called  all  hands  and  went  to  quarters  when  abreast  of  College  PoinftJ 
From  8  to  meridian:  When  near  the  plantation  of  Madame  WinchM 
tcr  the  rebels  opened  on  us  with  musketry  and  four  pieces  of  artillern 
Passing  the  plantation,  the  capluin  ordered  the  vessel  to)>e  stopped  t^ 
allow  the  JSeiv  Londo/i  to  close  up  with  us.     About  this  time  (9)  i 
shell  came  through  the  bulwarks  on  the  port  quarter,  killing  Patriol 
Hamilton,  seaumn,  outright,  and  dangerously  wounding  Captain  Reat 
and  seriously  wounding  F.   Pfromer  and  J.  Hubev.     Captain  T.  A, 
Jenkins,  a  passeng'er  on  board  for  Port  Hudson,  received  a  sevors 
contusion  on  the  leg;  Lewis  Bunker,  a  wound  by  a  musket  ball  iM 
the  shoulder;  Fiunk  Lawrence,  a  contused  wound.     At  JO  uncliori-dl 
aS   Donaldsonville.     At   1'2  got  underway  and   steiUDcii   hlowly   tipJ 
river,  convoying  tlie  /riti.     Ship  struck  several  times.     Fiuni  iiLi'iifiiuiil 
to  4  p.  m. :  Bteaming  up  the  river  in  company  with  the  X-.w  L-iidot^ 
and   tug   Ida.     Firmg  heard  up  river.     At  12:15  went  to  geneisT 
quarters,  tiring  6  i-ounds  from  l^-pounder  howitzers.     Atl:25beal, 
retreat,  not   having  seen  the  enemv.     At  3  p.  m.  mot  the  stoamaL 
Bri'im;  spoke  her.     At  3:15  parted  company  with  the  Xni'  Lwidon^k 
she  having  been  oi-dered  to  convoy  the  II/-""-/,,  and  steamed  up  thai 
river.     From  4  to  lip.  ni.:  Spoke  (he  lliigMliip  Tr/nu/vc-  at  tlie  foot] 
of  Manchac  ISend,     Lieutenant  Dewey  went  on  board  to  repoit  to  tha.1 
admiral  the  engagement  of  this  morning.     Parted  company  from  thdT 
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/(irt,  she  going  on  ahead  of  us.  At  7:15  came  to  off  Baton  Kouge. 
Flflg-steaiiier  Tetint-snen  came  iip  and  anchored.  The  admiral  cumo  on 
board.  From  8  to  midnight:  Sent  Captain  Kead  to  the  officers'  hos- 
pital, hin  steward  goin^  with  him.  Sent  Jacob  Huiier  to  the  Missia- 
.■iippi  Hoapitiil  ana  the  body  of  Patrick  Hamilton  on  shore  for  burial. 

t/«/y  5.  — Lieutenant  George  Dewey  in  command.  7;l"a.m.;  Got 
underway  and  steamed  down  the  river.  From  1  to  )^  p.  ni.  at  anchor 
off  Donaldson vi lie. 

July  9. — At  2:311  n.  m.  sent  a  boat  ashore  to  communicate  with 
Reed's  cavalry,  who  hailed  the  ship  from  the  shore.  At  10:30  the 
flagship  half-inasted  her  colors  and  a  burial  shoved  off  from  her;  half- 
masted  our  colors.  From  8  to  midnight:  Passsing  the  enemy's  first 
batteriea  at  Madame  Winchester's,  College  Point,  and  Fifty-four-mile 
Point,  tiring  Xl-inch  shi'apnel,  32-pounder  shell,  and  12  and  24  pounder 
howitzeiti. 

July  10. — At  daylight  sent  launch  to  flagship  and  received  ordnance 
stores.  At  7  a.  ra,  went  alongside  the  Esuex  on  her  starboard  side  and 
started  up  the  river.  At  7:45  went  to  quarters  for  action.  From  8 
to  meridian:  Uuderway  with  the  ironclad  Enm-x  alongside,  steamed  up 
river.  We  were  fired  upon  by  the  battery  opposite  the  [Jeffei'sonj 
College.  At  11:30  a.  m.  arrived  alongside  the  New  London,  which 
had  been  disabled  and  run  ashore  below  the  upper  rebel  battery.  The 
Essex  went  ahead  and  engaged  the  upper  battery.  From  meridian  to 
4  p.  m.;  Got  the  Neio  lAmatni  alongside  port  sicle,  Essex  on  starboard 
side,  steamed  down  river.  When  at  the  head  of  Grand  View  Reach  the 
rebels  opened  a  warm  fire  from  fieldpieces  and  musketry,  also  at  College 
Point.  Anchored  a  few  miles  below;  Eiisex  cast  off  and  anchored 
ahead.     The  ^(nv  London  cast  off  and  was  taken  in  tow  by  the  Klneo. 

July  13. — Called  all  hands  to  muster,  when  Captain  Lmmons  read 
his  orders  to  the  command  of  the  Monmigahtia.  Hoisted  divisional 
flag  as  senior  ship.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Transport  steamers  Limph'e- 
Parish.,  Laurel  Jlill,  and  Bimcn  came  down  rner  with  artillery  on 
Ijoard,  which  they  landed  here.  Occasional  firing  heard  in  the  rear. 
From  4  to  9  p.  m. :  Firing  of  artillery  all  the  wattli  in  rear  of  Donald- 
,-,onville. 


Xeport  of  Biigadier-GeiLeral  Oreen,  C.  B.  Army.  Tegsfdiug  the  BCUek  npou  Fart  Bntler. 

Headquauters  First  Cavalry  Brigade, 
Vamp  071  La  Eoiirclie,  near  PaincoitrtfiUe,  July  ■.!,  1863. 

Major:  In  accordance  with  the  order  of  General  Mouton,  command- 
ing, of  the  26th  ultimo,  dated  at  Thibodeaux,  commanding  nic  to  take 
possession  of  the  Federal  fort  at  Donaldsonvillo,  I  took  up  the  tine  of 
march  from  Thibodeaux  about  8  o'clock  at  night,  with  [\\  .  P.]  Harde- 
man's, [D.  W.l  Shannon's,  and  [P.  T,]  Herbert's  regiments,  of  my 
bri^de;  and  [W.  P.]  Lane's,  [B.  W.]  Stone's,  and  [Joseph]  Phillips's 
regimenfci  of  Colonel  [James  P.]  Major's  brigade;  and  (O.  J,]  Semmes' 
battery.  After  marching  the  entire  night,  1  encamped  within  9  miles 
of  the  fort  about  sunrise  the  next  morning. 

During  the  27th  I  rested  our  jaded  troops  and  horses,  getting  all 
the  information  which  could  be  procured  in  relation  to  the  situation  of 
the  fort,  its  force,  defenses,  etc,  I  placed  a  pontoon  bridge  across  the 
Lb  Fourche,  made  of  sugar-cooler.s,  and  ci-ossed  over  Stone's  regiment 
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to  the  cjist  end  of  the  bayou,  and  ordered  him  to  advance  toward  Don- 
aldsonville  on  that  bank,  and  attract  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  and 
if  possible  to  attack  him  on  that  side.  With  the  balance  of  the  com- 
mand I  advanced  during  the  night  of  the  27th  to  within  1^  miles  of  the 
fort,  where  I  dismounted  the  command.  Having  determined  on  the 
plan  of  attack,  I  called  the  officers  commanding  regiments  together, 
and  explained  to  them  specitically  the  position  each  one  was  to  occupy 

in  the  assault. 

******* 

*  *  *  Waiting  a  short  time  for  Major  Shannon  to  perform  the 
circuit  around  the  fort  to  the  Mississippi  above,  I  moved  the  column 
which  was  to  envelop  the  ditch,  with  Colonel  Major  at  the  head. 
Before  this  column  had  advanced  to  the  place  intended  for  it  prepara- 
tory to  the  assault,  Major  Shannon,  of  tlie  Fifth  Texas,  encountered 
the  pickets  of  the  enemy,  and  a  tire  from  above  was  opened  on  him  by 

the  artillery  of  the  fort  and  from  the  two  gunboats  in  the  river. 

•  *****• 

The  attack  on  the  fort  was  made  at  2  a.  m.,  being  before  daylight, 
for  the  pui'pose  of  preventing  the  gunboats  from  seeing  our  advance. 
The  columns  of  attack  of  Shannon  above  and  Hardeman  below  were 
expected  to  move  along  under  the  levee,  sheltered  from  the  artillery 
and  musketry  of  the  fort,  until  they  reached  the  stockade,  the  weeds 
on  the  margin  of  the  water,  as  I  was  informed,  preventing  a  full  view 
of  them  by  the  gunboats. 

Shannon  succeeded  in  making  the  entrance  with  little  or  no  loss,  and 
he  and  Colonel  Phillips  (entenng  on  the  same  side)  would  doubtless 
have  succeeded  in  capturing  the  works  had  it  not  been  for  the  exist- 
ence of  a  ditch  fronting  and  inside  the  levee,  of  which  I  had  no  knowl- 
edge or  information.  All  of  my  guides  (and  some  of  them  resided 
within  two  miles  of  the  fort)  assurea  me  that  when  we  got  through  the 
stockade,  l)ctween  the  levee  and  the  river,  we  had  an  open  way  into 
the  fort  without  impediment,  other  than  the  bayonets  or  the  enemj'. 
We  were  not  repuls(»d  and  never  would  have  be(»n  until  we  found,  after 
getting  into  the  stockade,  that  there  was  yet  a  ditch  to  cross,  running 
in  front  of  and  parallel  with  the  river,  and  no  means  whatever  on  hand 
to  cross  it.  At  this  ditch  a  most  desperate  light  ensued  between  the 
commands  of  Shannon  and  Phillips  and  the  enemy.  Our  men  here 
us(*d  l)rickbats  upon  the  heads  of  the  enemy,  who  returned  the  same. 
Captain  flm  (t.|  Killough  and  Lieutenant  [W.  S.]  Land,  and  other 
officei*s  and  men  were  wounded  on  their  heads  with  bricks  thrown  by 
the  enemy,  which  had  first  been  thrown  by  our  men.     *     *     * 

We  fought  from  2  a.  m.  until  daylight  without  intermission,  and  our 
dead  and  wounded  show  the  desperation  of  the  assault.  The  garrison 
contained  between  500and  600  Federals.  Our  assaulting  party  engjiged 
was  about  800  strong. 


* 


llespectf ully  submitted. 

Thomas  Green, 
Brhjadhv-  Gen eral^  ( 'om inan dlmj. 
Major  Ix)uift  Bush, 

Asftistant  Adjutant- General^  llilbiHlcatijc, 
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Beport  of  Colonel  Major,  C.  S.  Army,  oommanding  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Headquartees  Second  Cavalry  Bric4ade, 

Near  Napoleonville^  June  30^  1863. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report    ♦    ♦    ♦  •. 

On  the  17th  went  down  Grosse  Tcte  (Bayou)  to  Rosecmle;  fed  horses 
and  men.  At  dark  started  for  Indian  Village;  arrived  at  2  a.  m.  on 
the  18th;  crossed  [Joseph]  Phillips's  regiment,  who  made  a  dash  into 
Plaquemine.  taking  87  prisoners,  burning  3  tine  steamers,  2  steam 
flats,  100  bales  of  cotton,  and  capturing  a  large  quantit}'  of  commissary 
stores.  There  wore  no  facilities  for  crossing  iJayou  Plaquemine;  it 
took  until  5  p.  m.  to  cross  entire  brigade. 

At  6  p.  m.  started  down  Mississippi  River,  and  at  daylight  on  19th 
arrived  at  Bayou  Goula.  In  marching  down  the  bank  of  the  river 
three  large  gunboats  passed  the  column,  but  did  not  discover  us.  As 
an  attack  on  them  would  have  given  our  locality,  which  I  was  anxious 
to  conceal,  I  allowed  them  to  pass  unmolested. 

James  P.  Major, 

Co/o/id,  Coraimxnding  Second  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Major  Louis  Bush, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Seport  of  Captain  Fariei,  C.  8.  Army,  of  engagement  between  Confederate  batteries  and 

Federal  veeiele. 

Faries's  Battery,  P.  L.  A., 
In  the  Field  at  Allemand  Plantation, 

Assumption  Parish^  La.^  July  10^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  rifle  section  of  this  battery, 
two  3-inch  Parrott  guns,  under  First  Lieutenant  B.  F.  Winchester, 
took  position  at  Battery  No.  1,  on  Gaudet's  plantation,  right  bank  of 
the  Mississippi  River,  St.  James  Parish,  about  12  miles  below  Donald- 
sonville,  where  eni})rasures  were  cut  through  the  levee  (some  12  feet 
high),  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant,  at  2  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  at  9 
o'clock  a.  m.  engaged  a  sloop  of  war,  said  to  be  the  Genesee^  and  one 
gunboat  convoying  a  small  steam  tug,  bound  up.  This  section  fired  5 
time-fuze  shell  and  8  solid  shot,  with  effect,  as  J  learned  through  par- 
ties from  Doualdsonville  su})sequently,  that  a  captain,  second  fieuten- 
ant,  and  seven  men  were  killed  or  wounded. 

At  3  o'clock  a.  ni.  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  July,  instant,  the 
rifle  section  fired  2  solid  shot  and  3  shell  at  two  gunboats  convoying  a 
transport  going  down  the  river,  making  4  hits.  Same  day,  at  5  o'clock 
a.  m.,  firccT 7  sh(^ll  (time  fuze)  and  10  solid  shot  at  two  gunboats,  bound 
up,  making  15  hits.  The  Mississippi  River  at  this  point  is  about  2,000 
yards  wide. 

On  July  \)  constructed  platforms  and  cut  embi-asures  at  intervals  of 
100  to  150  feet  for  two  O-pounder  bronze  smoothbore  guns,  two 
12-pounder  bronze  field  howitzers  of  this  battery,  and  one  heavj' 
12-pounder  bronze  field  gun  of  Cor  nay's  Louisiana  Battery,  Jthe  last 
under  Lieutenant  [O.  H.]  Jones. 

At  8:30  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  night  being  dark  and  misty  on  the  river, 
with  occasional   lightning,  causing  objects  on  the  water  to  appear 
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obscure,  opened  with  the  seven  pieces  on  a  fleet  of  nine  vessels,  com* 
posed  of  gunboats  and  tninsports,  including  the  ironclad  EifSex  and  sl 
sloop  of  war;  to  cover  the  ptissjige  of  tmnsports,  a  gunboat  was  appar- 
ently lashed  on  each  side  of  a  transport,  which  last  were  evidently 
well  loaded  with  men  and  material,  bound  down.  All  the  vessels  on 
the  right  of  their  column  approached  my  position  with  shotted  guns, 
as  thev  all  instantly  answered  my  tire  by  a  broadside  from  their  whole 
line  all  of  which  passed  over  us. 

The  two  3-inch  rifles  fi^*ed  8  time-fuze  shell  and  (>  solid  shot.  The 
heavy  firing  from  this  fleet  of  vessels  (many  of  them  armed  with  8, 11, 
and  15  inch  guns)  prevented  tiie  effect  of  tiie  shots  from  the  rifle 
section  being  accurately  observed.     Most  of  them,  however,  were  hits. 

The  12-pounder  fleld  gun,  under  Lieutenant  Jones,  fired  6  spherical 
case  and  4  solid  shot,  making  7  hits,  and,  by  the  sound,  doing  consid- 
erable damage  to  the  vessels  of  tiie  enemv. 

The  12-pounder  howitzer  section,  under  Second  Lieutenant  O.  Gau- 
det,  fired  S  sh(?ll,  5  of  which  took  efl'ect. 

Th(*  section  of  <)-pounder  bronze  smooth })()re  guns,  under  Lieutenant 
S.  K.  Garrett,  finnl  14  solid  shot,  making  14  hits. 

On  the  morning  of  July  10,  atlS'O  a.  m.,  the  7  guns  at  Battery 
No.  1,  opened  on  the  V.  S.  gun})oat  .V^ //'  Lomlim^  bound  down. 

The  rifle  section  und(M-  First  Lieutenant  H.  F.  Winchester  fired  10 
shell  and  14  solid  shot,  \w  having  run  his  guns  out  over  the  levee,  on 
to  the  batture,  enabling  th(»  cannoneers  to  fire  more  rapidly  and  longer 
at  the  same  object.  Most  of  tlnvse  shots  jstruck  this  vessel,  one  of 
them  cutting  her  steam  pi])e  or  cylinder,  when  a  rocket  was  sent  up 
from  her,  wliich  proved  to  b(»  a  signtd  for  assistance. 

Lieutenant  Jon(»s's  12-pounder  field  gun  fired  3  spherical  case  and  2 
solid  shot,  making  "1  hits. 

The  12-poundcr  howitzer  section,  under  Lieutenant  ().  (laudet,  fired 
1  shell,  which  took  efl'ect. 

The  ()-])ounder  section,  under  Lieutenant  S.  K.  (Jarrett,  lired  2  solid 
shot,  1  of  which  struck  her. 

The  cavalry  pickets  above  had  ni^glected  to  notify  me  of  her  approach. 
The  sky  was  s(»  overcast  with  clouds  it  was  difficult  to  make  out  floating 
objects;  the  new  moon,  which  had  been  obscured  most  of  the  night, 
shed  a  feeble  light,  when,  about  the  time  stated,  tlu^  cannoneei*s  who 
were  on  guard  at  the  pi(?ces  reported  this  vessel  almost  abreast  of 
my  position;  this  will  account  for  so  few  shots  being  fired  by  the  5 
smoothbored  pieces,  all  of  which  were  posted  above  the  rifle  section. 

The  JVrir  London  proved  to  be  a  bark-rigged  vessel,  carrying  a  heavy 
rifled  gun  amidships  and  two  20-pound(»r  rarrott  rifles,  one  on  her  bow 
and  the  other  in  her  stern.  She  replied  but  feebly  to  our  guns.  It 
was  subsequently  ascertained  that  she  was  acting  a.s  a  dispatch  boat  for 
the  army,  carrying  important  information  from  Vicksburg  or  Port 
Hudson  to  New  Orleans.  As  soon  as  she  was  disabled  one  or  more 
boats  were  lowered  and  she  was  towed  or  drifted  into  the  left  l)ank  of 
the  river,  nearlv  2  miles  below  this  batterv.  At  this  time  information 
was  received  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  [Jsham]  C-hisum,  commanding  the 
scouts,  and  my  only  su{)])ort,  several  c(mipanies  of  the  Sixth  Texas 
Cavalry,  that  the  enemy  was  landing  a  force  just  above  my  position 
(which  proved  to  be  false).  I  was  oi'dered  to  retire  to  the  heavy  tim- 
bered woods,  over  4  miles  in  my  rear,  and  back  of  the  cane  fields  on 
the  river,  where  the  cut-otf  or  Vacherie  road  enten^d  the  swamp. 
While  the  teams  were  being  f(»d  in  this  road,  I  received  orders  to 
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return  to  my  position  at  Battery  No.  1.  But  for  tjiis  false  report  of 
the  enemy  being  on  my  flank,  which  occasioned  the  loss  of  over  five 
hours  of  most  valuable  time,  I  am  satisfied  this  vessel  could  have  been 
destroyed  and  lost  to  the  enemy.  At  9:30  a.  m.  the  seven  guns  were 
again  in  position  at  the  levee.  The  Neio  London  was  seen  tied  up  to 
the  bank  at  Colomb\s  plantation  on  the  opposite  bank,  some  distance 
below  Battery  No.  1.  I  immediately  oraered  embrasures  to  be  cut 
for  the  two  rifled  pieces  and  the  heavy  12-pounder,  bearing  directly 
on  her  broadside.  Before  half  of  this  work  could  be  done,  the  Genesee^ 
sloop  of  war,  and  ironclad  R<se.r  appeared,  coming  from  below.  The 
Genesee  covered  the  Netr  Limdmi  with  her  larger  hull  and  she  was  soon 
after  lashed  to  her  for  the  pur{X)se  of  towing  awa^'.  Meanwhile  the 
Eisex^  to  cover  these  preparations,  approached  m}'^  position,  and,  when 
nearly  opposite,  opened  on  us  with  11  and  15  inch  guns  firing  slowly, 
either  to  draw  my  tire  or  becaase  it  was  so  evident  her  heavy  project- 
iles had  very  little  eflfect  on  a  12-foot  Mississippi  River  levee,  the  best 
of  earthworks.  The  sloop  and  gunboat  being  out  of  range  of  most  of 
my  guns,  I  considered  it  useless  to  waste  my  light  projectiles  on  the 
iron  sides  of  the  lisse;t^  which  may  be  regarded  as  fortunate,  as  I 
received  orders  soon  after  she  commenced  firing  to  retire  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Assumption  Church,  on  Bayou  La  Fourche,  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible, as  our  flank  was  now  realW  threatened  by  a  strong  force  on  the 
river  road,  coming  from  Donaldson ville,  where  Genei-al  Weitzel  had 
arrived  with  one  or  more  Federal  brigades  from  Port  Hudson.  Not 
receiving  any  reply  to  her  fire,  the  Esifex  retired  slowly,  firing  at  long 
intervals,  until  she  rejoined  the  Gt/iwsee  and  Ntm  London  below,  where 
the  three  vessels  were  lashed  together  and  steamed  down  the  river.  I 
then  limbered  up  and  retired  to  the  cut-ofl[road  leading  to  Assumption 
Church,  before  referred  to,  and  reached  this  place,  4  miles  above  the 
church,  at  \  o'clock  p.  m.  to-day,  with  the  six  pieces  of  my  battery. 
Lieutenant  Jones,  with  his  12-pounder,  having  rejoined  Cornay's  bat- 
terv  with  (leneral  Mouton's  infantrv  below  the  church. 

Lieutenant  [Ilc^nry  J  Angel,  commandi  ng  a  section  of  Captain  [Thomas] 
Gonzales'  Texas  battery,  which  wa.s  in  position  at  Battery  No.  1,  on 
the  7th  and  8th  instant,  above  the  rifle  section,  after  the  firing  on  the 
8th  of  July,  in  which  it  participated,  was  withdrawn  and  ordered  to 
report  to  Brigadier-General  T.  Green,  commanding  Texas  Cavalr^'^ 
Brigade,  on  the  left  or  west  bank  of  Bayou  Ija  Fourche.  I  received 
no  report  of  the  shots  fired  by  this  section.  I  have  no  casualties  to 
report. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

T.  A.  Faries, 
(Mj>fain^  Commanding  Battet^y. 

Captain  H.  F.  Wadk,  Jr., 

Chief  ({f  Art f'lh'ry^  3l(ijorH  Br!(jad<\  Texas  Cavalry, 


Letter  fmin  Cnnnkodin'ePtd.mer^  [L  S,  .Yavy,  to  Captain  Wa/J\\  U,  S, 
Nary^  regarding  delay  in  the  arrival  ojvesHelH, 

U.  S.  S.  Haktfokd, 
Atfure  Port  nudi<on.  June '29,  1S63. 

My  Deau  Cai»tatn:  \  send  up  a  transport  to  see  what  news  you 
have,  and  how^  you  are  getting  on  in  your  distress;  also,  should  you 
have  collected  any  more  contrabands,  you  can  send  them  down  by  her. 
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I  am  verj'  anxious  about  the  Arizona  and  fear  the  rebels  have  some 
tra[)  between  Natchez  and  Vicksburg  in  which  they  have  managed  to 
ensnare  the  Pnce^  Switzerland^  and  now  the  Jrizmm.  What  can  be 
the  meaning  of  their  delay?  General  Banks  wrote  me  yesterday  that 
Port  Hudson  will  be  in  our  possession  the  day  after  to-morrow,  but  as 
he  has  been  making  me  similar  promises  for  the  last  fortnight.  1  have 
not  much  confidence  (with  Porter's  representations)  alx)ut  Vicksburg. 
Yours,  truly,  • 

J.  S.  Palmer. 

[Captain  Walke.] 

Heport  of  Act  in  (J  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Uvton^  fT.  .S\  JVart/^  co?n7nand' 
rn<j  IL  S.  S.  Arizona^  announcimj  intenaed  (h'parture  to  join  thelower 
fleet, 

U.  S.  S.  Arizona, 
Mississippi  Rivei'^  helmc  VicJcsburg^  June  29^  1863, 

Sir:  I  respectfully^  inform  3'ou  that  I  have  taken  on  board  about  45 
tons  of  coal,  and  as  the  other  vessels  require  coal  which  will  cause  me 
several  days'  detention,  I  will,  with  ^^our  approval,  leave  for  the  lower 
fleet  to-morrow  morning. 

I  have  coal  for  about  ten  days'  steaming. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  p.  Upton, 
Aeting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Conunandin(J  Arizarm, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comma ndiiKj  Mississippi  Stpiadron, 


Report  of  Captain  Gillis^  U.  S,  Navy^  con  im  an  ding  IL  IS,  S.  Ossipee^ 
regarding  the  capture  of  the  schotmer  Helena  from  Havana, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Of  Mohile,  June  30,  1863, 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  that  a  sail  being  discovered  last  night  to 
southward  and  eastward,  and  not  deeming  it  proper  to  send  one  of  the 
gunboats  on  account  of  their  want  of  speed  from  their  night  stations, 
we  gave  chase  with  this  vessel,  and  about  2  o'clock  a.  m.  overhaulea 
and  seized  as  a  prize,  some  17  miles  from  this  anchorage,  the  schooner 
Ileltma,  from  Havana,  bound  to  Mobile. 

By  direction  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  all  prizes  are  to  be  sent  to 
New  Orleans  for  adjudication.  I  send  the  prize  schooner  there  with 
witnesses,  cargo,  and  all  papers  found  on  board. 

Prize  list  of  crew  herewith  sent.  I  informed  you  in  a  previous  com- 
munication of  capture  bv  the  Lfickainanna  of  steamers  yeptune  and 
Planter  since  my  arrival  tere. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  P.  Gillis, 
Capt,  and  Senior  Officer,  Div,  West  Gulf  Blkdg,  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary ^Washi7kgt(m,  I),  C, 
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Detailed  report  of  Rea/r- Admiral  FarragiU^  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 

conditions  in  the  Mississippi  River. 

No.  117.]  Flagship  Pensacola, 

Neio  Orleans^  June  30^  1863. 

Sih:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
of  15th  instant,  in  which  the  Department  is  pleased  to  express  itself 
satisfied  at  the  course  of  m}'  proceedings.  It  is  most  gratifying  to  me 
to  find  that  my  efforts  were  so  successful  in  their  results,  although 
attended  in  the  beginning  with  some  disaster.  My  great  fear  has 
been  that  the  Department,  being  so  far  removed  from  the  theater  of 
opemtions,  might  not  see  the  impjortance  of  my  measures  and  might 
tnink  my  movement  a  rash  one  in  which  I  needlessly  hazarded  the 
lives  intrusted  to  my  care;  but  since  the  Department  is  pleased  to 
express  its  approval  of  my  course,  and  the  enemy  have  acknowledged 
my  movement  to  have  been  a  i>erfect  success,  even  with  my  small 
force,  I  feel  acquitted  in  the  eyes  of  the  Government  of  my  country 
of  any  selfishness,  and  am  thankful  for  the  credit  I  have  received  for 
my  sincerity  of  intention  m  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  the  Government. 

The  third  paragraph  of  your  dispatch  appears  to  consider  my  work 
in  the  Mississippi  as  finished  and  invites  my  attention  to  the  Gulf 
blockading  forces.  Would  that  I  could  find  myself  justified  in  such  a 
conclusion.  My  forces  in  the  river  are  at  present  disposed  as  follows, 
viz:  Hartford.,  Estrella.^  uilhatrosfif.,  A7'i207ut^  and  Sachem  above  Port 
Hudson,  and  the  Richmond^  Gen^see^  Essex^  and  six  mortar  vessels 
below  Port  Hudson,  while  the  PrincesH  Royal  is  at  Donaldsonville  and 
the  Winona  2X  Plaquemine,  and  the  Kineo  is  below,  all  keeping  a  look- 
out on  the  enemy,  who  has  a  movable  force  of  from  10,000  to  12,000 
men  on  the  west  Imnk.  I  have  alreiidy  reported  to  the  Department 
(No.  116)  an  attack  made  on  Donaldsonville  on  the  28th  instant  by 
5,000  of  this  force  under  General  Green,  and  there  is  scarcely  an 
hour  in  the  da^^,  1  may  say,  that  the  army  does  not  call  on  me  for  a 
gunboat. 

Acting  Rear-Adiniral  Porter  is  at  Vicksburg  and  his  nearest  gun- 
boat is  at  th(^  mouth  of  Kcd  Riv(»r.  Taking  all  these  things  in  con- 
sideration, I  do  not  conceive  that  the  Department  contemplates  my 
removal  from  the  river  until  after  the  fall  of  Vicksburg  or  of  Port 
Hudson,  but  the  moment  those  places  fall  I  shall  proceed  outside, 
turning  over  the  care  of  the  river  to  Admiral  Porter,  and  will  visit 
the  different  l)lockades;  until  then  (and  I  hope  the  Department  will 
not  attribute*  it  to  my  vanity)  my  presence  in  the  river  is  of  more 
value  than  an  army,  for  they  at  least  dread  my  gunboats  and  will  prob- 
ably have  the  same  fear  of  Admiral  Porter  s  force,  but  at  present  he 
is  too  fai*  removed  and  has  lost  several  vessels  in  his  passage  of 
Vicksburg. 

I  have  from  time  to  time  ])een  calling  the  attention  of  the  ])lockade 
to  the  success  of  the  enemy  in  evading  them,  and  although  the  block- 
ade runners  are  fre(|uently  successful  and  evade  our  forces  in  a  most 
extraordinary  manner,  still  the  Department  must  not  give  the  enemy 
credit  for  veracity  in  their  published  accounts  of  arrivals  in  their  ports. 
The  capture  of  the  Xtpttm<\  reputed  to  be  a  20-knot  vessel,  by  the 
Laiikairamui  will  necessarily  have  a  fine  effect  on  the  blockade  runners, 
and  I  shall  put  her  on  the  blockade  the  moment  she  arrives  from  K(\y 
West,  if  the  Department  will  let  me  have  her.     I  shall  sendth^  Antona 
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down  the  coast  of  Texas,  where  lier  English  build  and  good  speed  will 
bring  a  good  harvest. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  permit  me  to  express  my  thanks  for  your  kind 
wishes  for  my  future  success.  . 

I  shall  be  ready  to  commence  further  operations  the  moment  the 
vessels  arrive.  I  learn  from  Chief  Engineer  iShoi*k  that  there  are  in 
Cairo,  on  their  wav  down  to  me,  some  ironclads  of  (>  feet  draft.  These 
will  be  the  very  thing  for  (ialveston,  and  with  two  or  three  I  trust  to 
render  a  good  account  of  that  place. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admi't*aL 
Hon.  (iii)EON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Mar  froia  Rear- Admiral  J^hrragat^  IL  S,  Navy,  to  the  commnnda^t 
of  the  navy  yard^   Pen^acoUi^  regardiny  pei^mtH  for  shipment  of 


Jjett 

oj 
cotton. 

New  Orleans,  Jime  30^  1863, 

Sik:  Your  communications  *  of  3d  and  13th  instant,  relating  to  Captain 
Stewart  and  Mr.  P.  S.  Geraud,  the  premises  are  i>erfectly  Droper. 
The  only  pass  given  Mr.  Geraud  was  to  bring  cotton  to  New  Orleans 
from  Mobile  via  Mississii)pi  Sound,  and  the  Government's  policy  is  to 
permit  cotton,  etc.,  to  be  run  out  from  blockaded  ports,  provided  it  is 
shown  by  the  master  of  th(?»vessel  that  his  cargo  is  Union  property 
bound  for  a  port  in  possession  of  our  troops.  Hence  I  give  passes  for 
stuff  to  New  Orleans;  but  of  course  it  is  perfectly  preposterous  to  sup- 
pose that  I  or  any  other  Government  officer  should  give  a  pass  to  taKe 
supplies  into  the  Confederacy  when  a  blockade  has  been  instituted  for 
the  very  purpose  of  keeping  those  supplies  out. 

You  had  better  keep  an  eye  to  Captain  St^iwart's  stores,  and  I  will 
report  his  case  to  the  commanding  general. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Commodore  W.  Smith, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard^  Pennacola^  Fla, 


Lett<ir  of  congratulation  from  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,^  ZL  S,  Navy  ^  to 
Lieutenant- Co mvi and er  Lewis,  U,  S,  Nary^  connnanding  U,  o.  8. 
Itasca,,  on  successful  operations  on  the  coast  of  Te,ms, 

New  Orleans,  July  7,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  through  Commodore  Bell  the  reports  of 
your  recent  visit  to  the  southwestern  coast  of  Texas,  and  was  much 
gratified  at  your  success  in  destroying  the  enemy's  property,  as  well 
as  at  3'our  being  able  to  capture  enough  to  reward  you  for  your  lal)ors. 
I  onlv  wish  that  you  had  captured  the  vessels  von  described  as  Ix^ing 
English,  or  under  English  colors,  8  or  9  miles  from  the  bar  of  the  Rio 

*Not  found. 
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Grande.     Had  you  subjected  them  to  a  rigid  examination  you  would 
no  doubt  have  found  evidence  of  their  rebel  character.     Still,  I  con- 
gratulate you  upon  having  done  the  country  good  service. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-AdrifiiraL 
Lieutenant-Commander  R.  F.  R.  Lewis, 

Commandinq  U,  S,  Gunboat  Itasca. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Captain  Gillis^  U.  S, 
Navy^  referring  to  the  extent  of  contrabana  trade  and  disposition  of 
prizes. 

New  Orleans,  July  i,  1863. 

Sir:  By  the  last  mail  I  received  a  congratulatory  letter  upon  the 
success  of  the  blockade  off  Mobile  in  making  captures,  but,  as  ne  says, 
it  shows,  however,  to  what  an  extent  the  contraband  trade  has  been 
pushed  by  the  enemy  of  late. 

I  see  by  the  consular  dispatches  that  many  vessels  have  lately  sailed 
from  England  for  this  coast,  most  generally  cleared  for  Matamoms,  but 
our  experience  tends  to  show  that  they  as  often  fall  in  at  Mobile  as  at 
Matamoras. 

You  will  send  all  your  prizes  here  for  adjudication  until  we  find  that 
they  do  not  do  the  captors  justice. 

Cargoes  for  the  Confederacy  will  not  sell  well  here,  and  have  had  to 
be  sent  north,  but  cotton  brings  a  good  price,  and  in  cases  where  we 
require  the  vessels  they  can  be' adjudicated  here  and  the  cargoes  sent 
north  for  sale. 

When  the  Colorado  re()uires  coal  you  can  let  her  go  to  Pensacola, 
and  in  that  way  relieve  all  your  vessels  one  at  a  time. 

I  think  there  is  scarcely  a  doubt  but  that  you  have  force  enough  to 
permit  of  such  an  ariangenient. 

J  am  ill  daily  expectation  of  the  fall  of  Port  Hudson,  when  I  shall 
go  outside  and  take  a  look  at  all  the  blockade. 

Wishing  you  every  success,  1  am, 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Mear- Admiral. 

Captain  J.  P.  Gillis, 

Com  man  ding  Mobile  Jilockade. 


Order  of  Rcdv-Admivdl  Farvngiif^  U,  S.  Navy^  to  Captain  Gillis^ 
U.  S.  Navy.,  (UillJng  attention  t<t  i/istrffctions  for  guidance  on  the 
Mobile  blockade. 

New  Orleans,  La.,  Jidy  1^  1863. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  call  3'our  attention  to  an  article  contained 
in  the  instructions  giv(Mi  by  me  to  your  predecessor.  Commodore 
Hitchcock,  for  his  guidance  on  the  Mo})ile  blockade,  and  you  will 
transmit  a  copy  of  this  to  whomever  may  relieve  you  while  this 
squadron  is  under  my  command: 

All  vessels  and  convoys  i'oniin«i  out  of  Mobile  and  delivering  themselves  up  as  the 
bona  fide  property  of  loyal  citizens  of  the  Unit^^l  States,  bound  on  a  legitimate  voy- 
age to  New  Orleans  under  General  Banks'  invitation  to  commerce,  are  to  be  sent 
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hither  in  char^  of  an  officer,  and  will  be  released  on  proving  themselves  to  be 
represented. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G,  Farragut, 

ReaT-Admi/rdl. 
Captain  J.  P.  Gfllis, 

Commandiiuj  Mobile  Blockade, 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Connnandt^*  Adaini<^    U,   S.    Navy^  requesting 
appi'oval  of  rules  f 01'  machine  shop  at  Ship  lsl<ind. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 

Ship  Island,  Jvly  Jf,  1863. 

Admiral:  1  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  some  rules  and  regulations 
that  I  have  established  for  the  machine  shop  on  Ship  Island.  If  they 
meet  with  your  approval,  will  3'ou  be  kina  enough  to  endorse  them 
and  return  them  to  me'i?  Your  approval  will  have  great  weight,  while, 
without  it,  any  officer  ranking  me  can  set  all  my  rules  aside. 
Very  respectfully,  ^-our  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams,  Jr., 
Lieutenant- Vommand^r^  Comvia/nding  at  Ship  Island, 

Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Com rn a n ding  Western  Gulf  Blockadin g  Sq uudron . 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S,  Navy,  to  Acting  Master 
Chase,  U.  S,  Navy,  comvianding  IL  S,  S,  Anfona^  frr  a  rigid 
search  ifartaia  vej<sels  if  e7} countered. 

New  Orleans,  July  /,  186S. 

Sir:  You  will  strictly  and  rigidly  search  any  of  the  vessels  named 
in  the  enclosed  list  that  you  may  encouuter,  and  should  there  be  the 
slightest  ground  for  suspecting  them,  send  them  in  for  adjudication. 

You  will  pay  particular  attention  to  the  FAuntrd  Ihnrhins  and  Sir 
William.  Peel,  and  you  will  seize  the  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar^ 
and  the  Phantom  whenever  met  with,  so  long  as  it  is  not  in  neutral 
w^aters. 

Ver}^  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Acting  Master  Chas.  T.  Chase, 

Commandinq  V,  S.  S,  Anfonu. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  U,  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Bell^ 
U,  S.  Navy,  commanding  Texas  hlockade,  transmitting  list  of  vessels 
cleared  from  Furope, 

Nkw^  Orleans,  Jxdy  1,  1863. 

Commodore:  I  send  the  Antona  for  the  express  purpose  of  block- 
ading, or  rather  picking  up,  the  vessels  that  run  down  the  coast  and 
dodge  into  Brazos  Santiago  and  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  (Jrande. 
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She,  bcinff  an  English  steamer,  will  easily  deceive  them.  I  transmit 
you  a  list  m  vessels  cleared  from  Europe  with  all  kinds  of  arrange- 
ments to  deceive  us. 

The  Governicnt  has  again  called  upon  me  to  break  up,  if  possible, 
the  Matamoras  trade,  and  we  will  try  to  do  it,  and'must  capture  when 
there  is  the  least  doubt  as  to  their  character. 

I  was  nuich  gratified  to  hear  that  you  caught  those  fellows  at  Brazos 
Santiago,  and  1  wish  you  much  success, 
lours,  etc., 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Iica7''AdmiraL 
C!ommodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Te,raf<  Blockade, 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Ccrmmander  iJana^  U.  S,  Na/vyu  commanding 
U,  S.  S.  Cayuga^  regarding  the  capture  of  the  sloop  Blv^  Bdl^  July 
2,  1863. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Cayuga, 
Off  Sdbi7ie  Pass,  Tex.,  July  10,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  of 
July  I  saw  a  small  sloop  under  sail  in  the  Mermentau  Kiver,  about  3 
miles  from  its  mouth.  Sent  in  boats  and  captured  her.  The  chase 
proved  to  be  the  sloop  boat  Blue  Bell,  of  about  10  tons  burden.  The 
cargo  consists  of  6,046  pounds  of  sugar  and  90  gallons  of  molasses,  in 
barrels. 

The  vessel  was  from  Franklin,  La. ,  bound  to  Calcasieu,  and  had 
gone  into  the  Mermentau  through  mistake,  as  the  master  acknowledged. 
Neither  papers  nor  colors  were  found  on  board.  The  persons  on  board 
were  as  follows,  viz:  K.  Cooper  (American),  master  and  owner;  T. 
Chadwick,  claiming  to  be  an  English  subject;  B.  Johnson  (colored), 
slave,  belonging  to  PL  Cooper,  master. 

I  have  paroled  the  master,  E.  Cooper,  and  T.  Chadwick,  and  will 
send  the  contraband  to  the  senior  officer  at  New  Orleans.     The  vessel 
being  small,  J  will  keep  her  here  for  service  and  send  the  cargo  to 
Key  vVestto  be  disposed  of  by  the  prize  commissioners. 
Verv  rcspectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Dana, 
Lieutenant- Com inamlcr^  Conunanding  U.  S.  S.  Cayuga. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secret  (I  nj  ofthr  Xury^    Washington^  D.  C. 


Report  of  (bnintod(Nr  BdU   U.  S.  Nary,  comvuindina  off  Galveston, 

regarding  the  dispoHition  of  certain  ves^eh. 

l^.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Bkooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  Jvly  3,  1863. 

Admiral:  The  coal  schooner  lLlle)i  l\  Steicart  will  start  to-night 
for  New  Orleans. 
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The  ji^unlK)at  Ifanca  (Lieutonant-Cominander  R.  F.  R.  Lewis)  and  the 
sclioonor  Ruchd  Seaiium  bein^  unseaworthy,  I  dispatohed  the  former 
on  the  3()th  of  Juno  to  New  Orleans,  where  I  think  she  may  be  serv- 
iceable; and  on  tlie  2d  instant  I  sent  the  schooner  Rachel  Saim^in  to 
Pensacohi,  not  knowing  what  they  can  do  with  her  unless  they  send  her 
north  for  repairs.  I  reciuested  Commodore  Smith  to  send  the  Bohio 
or  Arthur  down  to  take  her  phice  off  Pass  Cavallo. 

The  Rroaliyn^  RlehnHJt,,  and  Katahdin   remain  off  this  port,  the 
Sciota  having  gone  to  Tampico. 
I  shall  want  640  tons  coal  by  the  20th  instant. 
Very  respectfiiUv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

II.  II.  Belu 

Covimodirre, 

Rear-Admiral  1).  (i.  Farragut, 

Camdg.  W<nt  Gulf  BlockadiiKj  Squadron^  Neir  (hUans^  La. 


Report  of  Cotninodore  Rffl^  U,  S.  -Xifru^  coiniHaiidhuj  o'ff*  Galveston  ^re- 
garding the  strengthening  of  Confedeiuitt  hatterieH  in  that  vicinity, 

V,  S.  S.  Buo<^)KLyN, 

({f  Gnlvesttm,  July  S,  1863. 

Dkau  Admiral:  I  can't  suppose  the  enemy  mad  enough  to  draw 
certain  destruction  on  the  city  of  New  Orleans  by  encouraging  their 
friends  there  to  ris(%  when  they  have  not  the  shadow  of  a  chance  for 
crossing  the  river  to  unite  with  them.  Besides,  the  country  between 
BerwicK  and  the  city  is  not  only  difficult  to  themselves,  but  is  of  eaay 
access  to  us  by  water  as  well  as  by  land.  I  consider  the  city  safe, 
therefore,  from  outside  attacks;  nor  do  I  think  the  enemy's  feint  in 
that  direction  will  retard  the  fall  of  Port  Hudson.  The  Vicksburg 
success  will  settle  that.  I  am  only  sorry  you  and  (ieneral  Banks  shall 
not  have  the  honor  of  receiving  its  capitulation,  instead  of  the  fresh- 
water fellows  above. 

It  is  diligent  work  all  the  timc^  with  the  people  ashore  here,  and 
they  have  not  only  extended  but  have*  greatly  stn^ngthcMicMl  their  earth 
works  by  skillful  engineering.  Fort  Point  is  iron  cascMuated,  and 
likewise  another  fort  nearer  the  city;  the  other  two  are  barbette  bat- 
teries. At  Pelican  Spit  they  are  reconstructing  the  battery.  It  is 
difficult  at  this  distance  to  say  what  they  are  makmg  of  it.  The  shoals 
are  so  extensive  troops  alone  can  stand  any  chance  of  reducing  their 
works,  and  at  the  present  time  I  consider  the  thing  easily  done  b}' 
1,000  or  2,000  provided  with  boats  for  landing  them. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  the  release  of  the  //artff*rd  and  AUnitrmit 
from  their  interior  blockade.     If  [Port]  Hudsonshould  not  fall  before 
the  river  falls,  it  may  be  difficult  after  that  to  supply  her  wants,  ay 
Red  River  and  the  bayous  go  down  together. 
I  am,  very  cordially,  3'our  obliged, 

II.  H.  Bkll. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Covidg.  WeH  G id f  Blockading  Sqimdroii^  ^ar  Orlratui, 
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(hder  of  Act  wg  Rear- Admiral  Ze^/,  U,  S.  Navy^  to  the  commanding 
oMcerofthe  U.  S.  S,  Vi?yi7iia^  t^)  j^f'oceed  to  a^ity  in  tJis  West  Gulf 
Sqtiadroii. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Neicport  Netm^  Va,^  July  6^  1863. 

Sir:  The  Department  by  tele^^raph  directs  that  you  proceed  with 
the  Virginia^  under  your  command,  to  the  Gulf  and  report  for  dut}^ 
to  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  as  ordered  January  8. 
Respectfully^  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 
Actg,  Rear- Admiral.,  Conidg.  North  Atlantic Blckdg,  Squadron. 

Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  S.  Virginia. 


Rejx/rt  of  Captain  Walker^  U.  S.  Nary.,  ?miki?u/  statements  to  disprove 
the  report  of  the  ineficieney  of  the  blockade  of  Sabine  River. 

U.  S.  S.  De  Soto, 
Ghdf  of  Mexico,  July  6,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  21)th  of  December  last  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address 
to  me  certain  enquiries,  to  which  I  replied  under  date  of  the  2d  of 
January. 

Within  the  last  few  days  I  have  been  reminded  of  some  facts  bear- 
ing upon  the  subject  of  your  letter  which  I  deem  it  important  to 
communicate,  namely,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1862,  this  ship  captured  off 
the  Sabine  the  British  schooner  William,  a  few  houi's  out  from  Sabine 
City,  and  on  the  same  day  boarded  the  British  schooner  R.  O.  Bryan, 
from  Kingston  for  Matamoras,  which  vessel  had  been  boarded  a  few 
hours  earlier  by  the  U.  S.  schooner  S.  Houston^  and,  as  was  shown  by 
an  endorsement  of  her  papers,  she  had  been  previously  ordered  off  the 
coast  by  the  Ilatteran^  Commander  Emmons. 

On  the  4th  of  the  month  the  R.  0.  Bryan  was  captured,  close  in 
upon  the  coast,  by  the  Rhode  Ishnid,  Commander  Trenchard. 

These  facts  may  be  verified  b}-  the  log  books  of  the  vessels  named, 
including  that  of  the  R.  (>,  Bryan ^  should  it  have  been  preserved,  and 
should  go  far  to  disprove  th(>  affirmation  made  b\^  British  and  Con- 
federate agents  respecting  the  inefficiency  of  the  blockade  in  the 
vicinitv  of  the  Sabine  at  or  about  the  dates  specified,  while  at  the  same 
time  they  show  the  liberal  construction  by  tne  blockading  Sijuadron  of 
the  rights  of  neutrals. 

1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  Walker, 

Captain,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


(hder  of  Cinninodon:  Bdl,  l\  S.  Nary,  to  Lieutenant- Crnntn and tr 
Johnmu^  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Kat^hdin,  to  htockad^i 
Sabine  Pass, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  July  6,  1HG3. 

Sir:  Proceed  to  Sabine  Pass  and  maintain  the  blockade  of  that  port 
until  the  Owasco  and  Cayuga  can  come  hither  and  coal. 
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You  will  keep  a  convenient  distance  offshore,  but  always  in  sififht  of 
land,  unless  there  be  good  reason  for  lying  nearer. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 
Lieutenant-Commander  P.  C.  Johnson,  Jr., 

Coininandiiuj  U,  ^.  Ouuhoat  Juifahdhi^  off  Galvestmi. 


Letter  from  the  U.  S*  consul  at  ilataiiinra^s^  Mexico^  to  the  Secretiiryof 
State^  naming  certain  EmjlUh  vcMseU  unloading  in  that }wrt. 

U.  S.  Consulate, 

jilatamoraH^  July  6^  186S, 

Sir:  There  are  now  four  large  English  st<iamers  unloading  in  this 

port,  the  Sir  WH/iant  Peel^  Sea  Queen^  -li'^'^S  a"d  Edward  Hawkins. 

The  first  two  are  consigned  to  Messrs.  Milmo  &  Co.,  who  are  agents 

to  receive  and  ship  (in  their  own  name)  the  cotton  belonging  to  the 

State  of  Texas. 

One  of  these  steamers  is  now  discharging  an  immense  pile  of  desic- 
cated vegetables,  which  are  for  the  consumption  of  the  rebel  army 
and  for  which  she  will  take  in  return  cotton  belonging  to  the  rebel 
Government. 

The  Sir  William  Ped  is  the  steamer  that  is  discharging  the  vege- 
tables. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

L.  Pierce,  Jr., 

/7.  S.  Consid. 
Secretary  of  State, 

Washington^  D.  C, 

[Copy  transmitted  to  Rear- Admiral  Farragut  August  1,  1803.] 


Order  of  Commodore  liell^   U,   S,  JVavi/^  to  Lieutenant- C(ytnm<i7ider 
I)a7ia^  U,  S,  Naijy^  commanding  U,  S.  S.  Cayuga. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  July  9,  1863. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  you  have  completed  the*  supplies  for  your  vessel 
you  will  return  to  your  station  on  the  blockade  of  Sabine. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

C<nnntodo7'e, 
Lieutenant-Commander  \Vm.  H.  Dana, 

Commayxding  (L  S.  Gunhoat  Cayiufa,  off*  Galve,st<m. 


Operations  in  vicinity  of  Berwick  Bay,  Jxdy  10-27^  18GS, 


Letter  ftrom  Migor-Oeneral  Banks,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Captain  Jenkins,  U.  8.  Navy,  requesting 

aid  of  naval  vessels. 

July  10,  1863—8  p.  m. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Please  inform  me  if  there  are  any  light-draft  boats 
above  you  except  that  one  sent  to  Vicksburg.     if  there  be,  I  think 
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they  should  be  withdrawn  at  once,  as  Berwick  Bay  is  now  the  all-impor- 
tant point. 

Very  truly,  Amours, 

N.  P.  Banks. 
Captain  Jenkins. 


Letter  from  M^or-Oeneral  Banks,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Bear-Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  8.  Navy, 
requesting  the  services  of  light-draft  gnnboats  in  Berwick  Bay. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

l\yrt  Iludsmi,  July  10,  1863. 

My  Dear  Sir:  The  light-draft  eunboats  should  be  sent  immedi- 
ately to  Berwick  Bay  to  intercept  the  passage  of  the  rebel  force  into 
the  Techc  country.  This  is  the  only  possible  way  of  their  escape. 
No  boats  are  needed  now  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River  or  at  any  other 
point  than  in  the  vicinity  of  Port  Hudson,  and  a  heavy-draft  boat  can 
supply  the  place  of  the  light-draft  at  that  point.  I  beg  you  will  take 
immediate  measures  to  send  one  or  more  of  these  boats  to  the  bay, 
under  the  command  of  an  energetic  man,  for  they  will  have  to  pass 
one  or  two  guns  on  their  route  to  the  bay.  Do  not  delay,  as  time  is 
of  the  highest  importance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major-  General,  Commanding, 

Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Co)iu  nan  ding,  etc,  Ntw  Orleans. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragnt,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Jenkins,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding 

the  light-draft  gnnboats. 

FijvosHip  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans,  July  11,  1S6S. 

Dear  Cai»tain:  Your  dispatch  was  duly  received,- together  with  all 
the  notes  of  (iononil  Banks.  1  wish  to  send  the  light-draft  boats 
around  to  Bt'rwick  Buy  as  soon  as  possible,  and  if  they  are  in  your 
vicinity,  send  them  down  to  mo.  I  nave  also  sent  a  letter  to  Commo- 
dore Palmer.  1  hope  General  Banks  Avill  not  make  a  mi.stake  about 
sending  a  force  of  sufficient  strength  to  attack  the  Texans  in  the  rear. 
If  they  lind  themselves  attjicked  in  the  rear,  they  will  withdraw  from 
the  banks  of  th(^  river  and  let  the  transports  alone.  They  gave  us  a 
.smart  fight  t\n\  other  night,  but  1  found  that  the  officers  and  crew  ot 
the  MtnioiHjaltrht  were  cool,  and  conducted  themselves  well.  One 
reason  I  went  on  board  the  Jfonongahela  m\H  that  I  thought  it  would 
restore  eonlidcnce,  and  I  think  it  had  the  effect.  The  Essex  is  the 
thing  for  them;  they  tire  at  her  with  perfect  impunity. 

I  assure  you  I  am  done  fighting  unless  compelled.  I  only  thought 
it  best  to  do  it  under  the  peculiar  circumstances. 

FiUnuons  goes  uj)  to  take  the  MonongaheUi,  My  great  anxiety  is  to 
get  the  light-draft  gunboats  to  go  to  Berwick  Bay.  Let  the  general 
know  that  1  will  .send  them  the  moment  1  get  possession  of  thenL 
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I  hope  to  get  out  of  the  river  in  a  week  or  so,  and  do  hope  to  get 
home  after  a  while. 

Wishing  you  all  good  health  and  a  contented  mind, 
I  remain,  very  truly,  3^our  friend, 

I).  G.  Farragdt, 

Rear-AdtairaL 
Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins.  , 

P.  S. — I  agree  with  vou  perfectly,  and  will  give  anything  in  modera- 
tion toward  poor  Read's  conveyance  to  his  family. 
Yours, 

D.  G.  F. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Palmer,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding 

the  diepatching  of  oertain  vessels  to  New  Orleans. 

Flag-Steameu  Tennessee, 
Neio  Oiitana^  July  11^  1863. 

Sir:  Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  this"\'()u  will  order  the  U.  S. 
steamers  EstvelUi^  Arizimn^  and  Sacheux  to  proceed  to  this  place  and 
report  to  me  without  delay.     Upon  their  arrival  here  I  will  provide 
them  with  commanders. 
Very  respectfully, 

[D.  (t.  FarragutJ, 

RidV'  A  dm  !ral. 
Commodore  James  S.  Palmer, 
Coinmniidhuj  U,  S*  Nand  Farcti^^ 

WeMrrn  Gulf  Blockadhuf  Squad nm^  Upper  Misslssljfjt!, 


Letter  Arom  Major-General  Banks,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Bear-Admiral  Farragnt,  IT.  8.  Navy: 
urging  the  need  of  vessels  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  enemy. 

IIdqrs.  L)Err.  OF  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Port  Hudson,  Juhj  U,  1803. 

Sir:  Please  let  me  know  immediately  and  positively  whether  you 
can  send  the  Sucliem.,  EtitreUa,,  Arizona,  Clifton,  Cal/toun^  IIollt//toc/»\ 
or  any  other  boats,  to  Berwick  Bay  immediately,  to  cut  otl'  the  retreat 
of  the  enemy.  The  garrison  should  he  back  to-day.  I  can  add 
nothing  to  the  strength  of  my  former  request  that  th(»s(»  vessi^ls  should 
be  sent,  but,  if  they  can  not  be,  please  let  me  know  inuncdiately,  so 
that  I  mav  order  the  troops  to  attack  the  onemv  without  further  delay, 
instead  of  Avaitin^  for  the  gunboats  to  cut  oil  his  retreat. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major-  Gen i-raL  C ^orn  ni an dhuj. 
KearAdmiml  I),  (r.  Farragut, 

New  Orleana, 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Jenkins,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  send  two 
steamers  and  the  mortar  schooners  ft'om  the  Mississippi  Biver. 

Flao-Si^eamer  Tennessee, 
Neio  Ch^leanif,  July  12,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  send  up  after  the  Sache^n,  and  order  the  Sachem  and 
Arizona  down  hero  as  soon  as  possible. 
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You  will  send  down  the  bombers  whenever  opportunities  occur; 
many  of  them  will  sail  down  if  you  give  them  orders,  but  it  is  rather 
hazardous  at  this  low  stage  of  water. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins, 

Commanding  U,  S.  Steam  Sloop  Richmond^  Port  Hudson. 

Send  up  to  the  mouth  of  lied  River  bv  any  means  in  your  power  to 
order  the  Sacliem  down  here  immediately.     She  is  the  only  boat  that 
can  go  to  Berwick  except  the  Estrella. 
Yours,  truly, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 
Rear-Admiral. 


Letter  Arom  Major-Oeneral  Banks,  IT.  8.  Army,  to  Captain  Jenkins,  IT.  8.  Navy,  regarding 

the  forwarding  of  diepatches  for  General  Grant. 

Hdqr8.  Dei^.  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Port  Hudson,  July  12,  186S. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  send  a  gunboat 
early  in  the  morning  to  Red  River,  and  if  necessary  to  Vicksburg, 
with  important  dispatches  for  Geneml  Grant. 

Please  urge  the  commiuider  of  the  naval  forces  at  the  mouth  of  Red 
River  to  forward  these  dispatches  by  one  of  his  boats;  but  if  he  can 
not  do  so,  I  shall  be  compellod  to  ask  that  you  send  them  all  the  way. 
I  will  send  an  officer  with  the  gunboat  when  she  is  ready  to  start. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major-  General,  Conimanding. 

Captain  Thoknton  A.  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Navy, 

(^nintmuiding  Fled  near  Port  Hudson, 


Report  of  Captain  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  execution  of  orders. 

II.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Port  Hudson,  July  IS,  1863. 

Admiral:  I  had  a  visit  from  (leneral  Banks  yesterday.  I  informed 
him  of  the  force  hcMv,  and  expressed  my  desire  for  tne  early  return 
of  the  u'lri.zon//^  so  that  I  might  send  her  down  to  you,  to  be  sent  to 
Berwick  Bay,  or  ta  be  otherwise  disposed  of  as  you  ma}'  see  tit. 

At  2  o'clock  this  morning  I  received  a  comnninication  from  General 
Banks,  with  an  urgent  reciuest  tha];  1  would  send  a  gunboat  early  in 
the  morning  to  Red  River,  and  if  neccssar}^  to  Vicksburg,  with  impor- 
tant dispatches  for  (rcncral  (irant. 

I  accordingly  sent  (  a[)tain  Macomb  in  the  Genesee  a  little  after  day- 
light with  your  lett(M*  for  Admiral  Porter,  and  General  Banks'  bearer 
or  dispatches  up  the  river. 

I  directed  Captain  Macomb  to  proceed  direct  to  the  mouth  of  Red 
River  and  endeavor  to  induce  the  commanding  officer  there  to  send  a 
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voflsel  immediately  to  Vicksburg  with  the  bearer  of  dispatches,  and 
then  to  return  to  this  pla<*e  without  unnecessary  delay,  but  in  case  the 
senior  officer  there  could  not,  or  would  not  do  so,  tnen  to  proceed  to 
Vicksburg  himself  with  them. 
1  am,  very  respectfully, 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Gaptain. 
Roar- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

dmitiumdliuj  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squxtdron. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Farragut^  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Jenkins,  U.  8.  VaTj,  regmrdlng 

general  matters. 

Flag -Steamer  Tennessee, 
Nein  Orleans^  July  l^y  1863, 

Cai*tain:  Your  letters  of  the  13th  instant  are  all  received,  and  I 
fulh'  approve  all  you  have  done. 

I  wrote  to  you  to  send  the  mortar  boats,  etc.,  down;  where  the  let- 
ters are  1  can  not  say. 

As  to  our  movements  or  those  of  the  vessels,  keep  things  as  they 
are  until  the  armv  settle  their  affairs  at  Port  Hudson. 

Everything  is  working  so  well  north,  south,  east,  and  west,  by  the 
latest  accounts,  that  I  hope  to  be  able  to  send  the  Richmond  home  in 
a  week  or  ten  days.  If  you  wish,  I  can  send  you  a  gunboat,  but 
everything  breaks  down  the  moment  they  arrive  at  this  place,  and  I 
have  now  eleven  or  twelve  vessels  repairing. 

It  is  enough  to  set  a  man  wild  to  see  himself  in  a  i)osition  that  he  is 
helpless  and  controlK^d  by  the  engineers. 

Write  me  freely  and  I  will  endeavor  to  do  all  1  can.  The  court  is 
now  in  session;  if  you  have  any  one  to  send  before  it,  send  them  down 
immediately. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral. 

Captain  Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Commanding  H.  S.  Naval  Fm*ces^  Port  Hudson, 


Letter  from  Brigadier-Oeneral  8tone,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Captain  Jenkins,  IT.  8.  Navy,  makin|^ 

enquiry  regarding  the  movement  of  gnnboats. 

Hi)QRs.  Dkit.  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Pitrt  Hudson,  July  IS,  1863. 

Cai»tain:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  afternoon 
received  a  dispatch  from  the  major-general  commanding,  urginj;  that 
the  gunboats  Arizona  and  Wintma  be  sent  down  as  speedily  as 
practica])le. 

May  I  ask  to  be  informed  whether  these  gunboats  have  already 
passecl  down,  and  if  not  when  they  may  be  expected  to  go^ 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  p.  Stone, 
Brigadier- General^  in  Temporary  i-ommand. 

Captain  Thornton  A.  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Fleet  near  Port  Hudson. 


WEST   GULF    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON.  379 

Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Jordan,  IT.  8.  Navy,  com- 
manding IT.  8.  8.  Hollyhock. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

Off  New  Orlmns,  .My  18, 1863. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  vessel  under  your  command  is  ready  you  will 

Eroceed  to  Berwick  Bay,  and  j'ou  will   report  to  Acting  Volunteer 
rieutenant  Commanding  Wit^gin  and  cooperate  with  the  Ufnited  States 
forces  in  that  bay  as  directed  b}^  that  officer. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  (t.  Farragut, 

Hear- Admiral. 
Acting-Master  M.  Jordan, 

Cmmaandin^  IToUyhock. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  U  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wiggin, 
U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8. 8.  EstreUa,  to  try  and  regain  poBsesBion  of  Brashear  City. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

Off  Neio  Orleans,  July  18,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  vessel  under  your  command,  the 
Estrdla^  to  Berwick  Bay,  to  try  and  regain  possession  of  Brashear  City 
and  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing  over  into  the  Teche  country. 
You  will  act  cautiously  in  your  approach,  as  the  enemy  will  no  doubt 
have  batteries  at  different  points  in  the  river  and  bayous.  Shell  them, 
but  do  not  approach  the  shore  near  enough  to  be  attacked  by  their 
musketry  until  the  army  arrives,  which  will  be  the  moment  you  have 
a  force  of  three  boats.  I  propose  to  send  the  Hollyhock  and  Arizona 
as  soon  as  they  are  ready. 

I  will  also  probably  send  in  the  bay  below,  the  Calhoun,  for  you  to 
fall  back  upon  in  case  of  accident.  Be  cautious  in  approaching  the 
Sachem^  as  she  may  have  been  captured  by  the  enemy. 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Geo.  Wiggin. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Peck,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  occupation  of  Brashear  City. 

Brashear  City,  July  25,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  at  this  post  this 
morning  at  10  o'clock.  Captain  Wiggin,  of  the  Navy,  readied  here 
on  the  22d  without  opposition.  The  enemy  were  compelled  to  leave 
behind  9  pieces  of  heavy  artiller}^;  they  burned  the  carriages,  but  the 
guns  are  not  materially  injured.  The  ruins  of  52  railroad  cars  and 
two  engines  lie  upon  the  track.  1  shall  commence  removing  the 
debris  and  i-elaying  the  track  to-morrow  morning. 

The  docks  and  landing.s  arc  undisturbed;  no  buildings  of  conse- 
quence are  destroyed.  The  defensive  works,  nearly  completed,  are  of 
tne  strongest  character.  1  find  some  200  head  of  beef  cattle  and  a 
small  quantity  of  other  supplies. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank  H.  Peck, 
Lieutenant'  Colonel,  Commanding  DetachmenU 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Irwin. 
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Beport  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Crocker,  U.  8.  Vavji  regtrding  a  reeoBaoiMftBM 
in  the  Atchafalaya  River  and  engagement  with  the  enemy  in  Bayou  Taelia. 

U.  S.  S.  Clifton, 
Of  Brmlwar  Oity,  July  38^  186S. 

Sir:  1  Imvc  tho  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  afternoon  of  my  arrival 
J  made  a  reconnoissancc*  up  tho  Ati^hafahiya  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Techo  with  all  the  naval  foices  here,  and  then  with  the  Clifton  alone 
up  Hayou  Teche  to  the  ohstruetions  ju.st  f)eiow  Camp  Bisland,  where 
1  eneountered  Sibley's  brigade,  or  a  i)ortion  of  it,  with  Haldeman^s 
battery  of  six  pieces,  all  of  whom  I  drove  into  the  works  at  that  place 
and  then  shelled  them  out  again,  causing  them  to  retreat  rapidly 
beyond  the  range  of  my  guns. 

i  found  the  original  obstructions  newly  repaired  by  a  sunken 
schoon(»r,  and  was  unable  to  pursue  the  enemy  l)eyond. 

Returning,  the  ('l[ftnn  and  EsireUa  nin  into  (Jnind  Lake  to  look 
for  rebel  steamers  repoi'ted  there,.  Avhen  the  Ki<tr»lla  i*an  aground  and 
was  obliged  to  lay  till  morning,  when  she  floated  and  returned  to  this 
place. 

The  rebel  arniy,  a})out  s,0(>0  strong,  are  now  mostly  posted  between 
Franklin  and  New  lb(?ria,  and  it  was  their  rear  guard  tnat  I  engaged. 

Deserters  report  that  the  rebel  ironclad  steamer  Hart  was  nearly 
mised  when  they  rec(^ived  news  of  the  arrival  of  our  gunboats^  upon 
which  it  was  inunediatidy  sunk  again  and  now  lies  under  water. 
Very  res[MH'tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Fkkderick  Crocker, 
Ad  tug  Volnutrrr  L/iUfeuintt^  Coimnandhuj, 

Connnodon*  Henry  \V.  Morris, 

Sctu'nr  ({ffiar  Prrstnf,  offWf  fr  Orhutns^  La, 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  8.  EstreUa. 

Jnhf  I'j,  1S03, — Off  New  Orleans,  La.  At  11  a.  m.  weighed  anchor 
and  hauled  alongsiile  the  wharf,  alongside  the  Calhouh.  Lieutenant- 
Connnander  A.  V,  Cooke  was  relieved  and  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant (reorgi*  Wiggin  assumed  command. 

•//////  ;;?./.- -From  S  to  meridian:  Steaming  up  the  Atchafalaya  River. 
At  \)  a.  m.  went  to  quarters  ready  for  action.  At  10:15  anchored  off 
Brashear  City,  where  we  found  the  Sur/tcni  at  anchor. 

Jnhj  3h — At  5  a.  m.  weigh(»d  anchor  and  steamed  up  Bayou  Shafer 
[Chaver]  on  a  reconnoissance.  Found  a  deserted  fortification,  Foil; 
Chene,  at  the  junction  of  Bayou  Sliafer  [Chaver]  and  Bayou  Chene, 
confaiining  5  guns;  JJ  24  |)ounders,  2  82-pounders:  5  carriages  destroyed, 

ifun<  spiked.  At  7  steamed  back  toward  lirashear  City,  Mossy  Point 
:iatterv.  From  S  a.  m.  to  12  meridian:  Steamed  down  Bayou  Chene 
and  found  a  fortitication  deserted  -Young's  Fort  -with  2  2i-pounder8 
spiked,  carriages  destroyed.  Steamed  up  the  Atchafalaya  River  toward 
Grand  Lake,  the  Sarlinit  i)roceeding  in  the  din»ction  of  the  Tcehe. 
At  11  the  Haiitoj'  arrived  from  below.  At  ll:3o  went  to  the  wharf; 
the  Saclittu  arrived  at  meridian  and  anchored  otf  the  city.  At  2  i).  m. 
six  Confedenites  from  Sc^nnnes'  batterv  came  alongside  and  renueretl 
themselves  uj)  as  prisoners  of  war,  ancfwere  paroled.  At  10:45  p.  m. 
a  lire  broke  out  on  Brashear  City  side  of  the  bay,  which  resulted  in 
destruction  of  an  ice  house. 
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July  37. — From  4  to  8  a.m. :  An  intelligent  contraband  from  up  the 
Teohe  infonned  us  that  the  enem\"  had  a  force  of  about  350  men  and 
six  pieces  of  artillery  at  Camp  Bisland,  on  the  Teche.  At  meridian 
received  a  detachment  of  the  Thirteenth  Connecticut  on  board  (20  in 
all),  and  in  company  with  the  Clifton^  Hollyhock,,  and  Sachem  steamed 
up  to  the  mouth  of  the  Teche.  Saw  a  number  of  cavalry  and  fired  3 
shells  at  them.  Receiving  intelligence  that  three  boats  had  steamed 
through  to  Grand  Lake  an  hour  before  we  came  up,  steamed  through 
Little  Atchafalaya  in  chase,  but  could  see  nothing  of  them.  At  3:55 
stood  down  the  lake  and  sighted  the  Clifton  on  her  return  to  Brashear 
City.  At  5:45  p.  m.  got  aground.  At  6: 50  CI  if  Urn  left  for  Brashear 
City,  taking  part  of  the  soldiers  with  her.  8  to  midnight:  Aground  in 
Grand  Lake. 

July  38, — At  5  a.  m.  hove  in  on  the  kedge  and  backed  offshore;  sent 
an  armed  boat  up  American  Bayou  on  a  reconnoissance.  At  6:30  boat 
returned,  and  at  7:30  arrived  at  Brashear  City,  where  we  found  the 
balance  of  the  fleet.  At  5  p.  m.  entered  Grand  Lake,  the  Saohem 
astern.     At  6:20  anchored  ofi"  Bayou  Sorrel. 

Jylv  29, — At  J)  a.  m.  steamed  down  American  Bayou  and  sent  an 
armed  boat  ashore  in  charge  of  Master's  Mate  Wetmore;  the  Sachem 
went  down  at  11 :  15.  At  11 :  30  armed  boat  returned  with  a  set  of  sig- 
nal lamps  and  5  globe  lamps,  which  were  found  secreted  in  the  house 
of  a  well-known  rebel  named  Todd.  The  steamer  Ilollyhock  came  in 
sight  at  this  time  and  returned.  Expended  1  shell  and  1  round  of  can- 
ister for  rifle. 

Jxdy  SO, — At  8:45  a.  m.  got  underwav  and  steamed  down  the  lake, 
and  at  10  arrived  and  anchored  ofl  Biasliear  City. 

Anf/w'<t  3. — At  10  a.  m.  abreast  Tim balier  light-house,  bearing  north, 
distant  8  miles.  At  11: 15  acting  second  assistant  engineer  in  charge 
reported  but  two  hours  coal  in  the  bunkers.  Commenced  cutting  up 
wneel  buckets,  old  and  now,  for  fuel.  At  5:50  p.  m.  received  pilot  on 
board  and  stood  for  the  bar.  At  6: 10  entered  the  South  West  Pass;  at 
6:35,  our  fuel  being  all  consumed,  the  Hollyhock  took  us  in  tow  and 
at  7  landed  us  at  coal  wiiarf. 

AuifHxt  5, — From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Wiggin  was  detached  and  Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke  assumed  com- 
mand of  this  ship.     At  5:i^0  p.  m.  made  fast  to  the  wharf  at  Algiers. 


Beport  of  Captain  Faries,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  operations  in  Bayon  La  Fonrehe. 

Fakies  Battery,  P.  L.  A., 
In  the  Field,  near  Assumi*tion  Church, 

Ha  you  La  Fonrehe^  La,^  July  i^?  1S63, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Sunday  night,  the  12th 
instant,  the  rifle  section  of  this  battery,  under  First  Lieutenant  B.  F. 
Winchester,  moved  forward  up  the  bayou  road  and  at  8:30  o'clock 
that  night  reached  Kock's  lower  plantation  and  reported  to  Colonel 
[W.  P.]  Lane,  commanding  the  force  of  Texas  cavalry  in  front,  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  bayou. 

At  4:80  a.  m.  on  Monday,  the  13th  of  July,  instant,  moved  forward 
toward  Donaldsonville,  and  at  5  a.  m.  opened  with  shell  on  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  in  a  grove  and  thicket  at  Wilson's,  driving  them  out; 
again  advanced  with  the  cavalry  and,  shelling  Hewitt's  sugar  house, 
drove  the  enemy  from  that  shelter.     This  section  was  here  under  a 
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very  severe  fire  from  four  pieces  of  the  enemy  on  the  west,  i 
bank  of  8*3-011  La  Fourche.  The  Confederate  line  on  that  side  of  ^ 
bayou  hud  not  advanced  as  rapidly  as  our  line  on  the  ea-st  baak,  whid 
subjected  this  section  and  its  support  of  dismounted  cavalry  to  a  fid 
on  their  tlank  from  infantry  una  four  field  howitzen^  of  the  enem^ 
who  were  protected  by  the  levee  on  the  opposite  bank.  This  continue! 
until  about  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  when  Lieutenant  Garrett,  with  his  section 
of  O-pounder  smoothbore  guns  took  position  to  the  rijfht  of  the  road, 
iiist  below  Kock's  upper  sugar  house,  then  occupied  by  the  enemy's 
infantry.  A  rapid  tire  with  solid  shot  and  spherical  case  from  the 
two  6-pounders  caused  thorn  to  abandon  this  shelter  hastily.  This 
section  then  returned  to  the  bayou  road  and  in  front  of  Hewitt's  plan- 
tation was  fired  on  from  the  opposite  bank  of  the  bayou.  Lieutenai  ' 
S.  K.  GaiTP.tt  immediately  returned  the  fire  and  drove  this  force  frc 
the  shelter  of  the  levee  on  the  right  liank. 

At  10  o'clock  a.  m.  the  left  section,  two  12-pounder  field  howitzera^_ 
under  Lieutenant  O.  Gaudet,  was  moved  forward,  relieving  Lieutenant" 
Garrett,  the  bavou  road  being  the  only  way  of  advancing  and  only 
two  pieces  could  occupy  it  at  tne  same  time  in  battery.  The  howitzers 
were  engaged  with  the  enemy's  skirmishein  on  both  banks  of  the^ 
bayou  and  their  artillery  on  the  left  bank  from  11  o'clock  a.  m.  up  b 
3  o'clock  p.  m.,  tiring  and  moving  forward  by  band  for  long  distaacQ 
the  road  between  the  levee  and  fences  making  it  impracticable  to  lie 
ber  up  promptly.  Defective  friction  primers  prevented  the  pieces  o_ 
the  right  and  left  sections  from  tiring  with  their  accustomed  rapidity. 
About  3:30  o'clock  p.  m.  we  passed  the  abandoned  camp  of  the  — th 
Kentucky  J'ederal  Regiment;  a  short  distance  above,  halted  for  some 
time,  the  enemy  on  both  sides  of  the  Bayou  La  Fourche  having  beeuc 
driven  to  the  Mississippi  River,  under  the  guns  of  several  gunbi 
and  Fort  Butler,  on  the  west  bank  ot  the  bayou. 

About  5  o'clock  p.  m,  received  orders  to  retire  and  moved  down  th^ 
baj'ou  to  Assiuiiption  Church,  where  the  guns  were  parked  for  t' 
night.     The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  three  sections  v 
most  creditable. 

The  rifle  section  fired  75  time-fuze  shell  and  1  aolid  ^liot.     Casui 
ties,  1  man  slightly  wounded. 

The  howitzer  section  fired  2S  shell  and  spherical  case.     Casualtio 
1  man  slightly  wounded. 

The  center  section  fired  53  spherical  ease  and  lo  solid  shot,     N^ 
casualties;  1  horse  killed. 

Total  casualties,  2  men  slightly  wounded, 

I  am.  very  rcspcctfullv',  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  Faries, 
Captain,  Comiuandlny  Battery. 

Captain  H.  F.  Wade.  Jr., 

Chi^f  of  Ad'dkrxj,  Majoi'»  Brlgadr.  TfXas  Cavalry. 
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Hepurt  of  Caniniod^ire  Bell,  U.  S.   Navy,   imnniniithi'i   Infarmatio 
regarding  affair*  In  Tawpicvt,  Mexico. 

V.  S.  Steam  Sloop  BaooKi-yN, 

Off  G<dee«to7i.,  July  11,  1SG3. 
Admiral:  Agreeably  to  your  order  of  .lune  20,  1  dispatched  the 
Scioia,  Lieutenant-Commander  K,   W.  Henry,  on  the  -2*'yth  June  to 
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communicate  with  the  U.  S,  consul  utTampico.  Lieutenant-Commander 
Henrj,  having  performed  that  aervice,  returned  to  this  nni-horuge 
to-day,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  his  report  (marked 
"No.  1")  of  his  visit  to  Tainpico  and  his  cruise  alon^  the  coast;  also 
a  letter  (No.  2)  from  Franklin  Chase,  U.  S.  consul  at  Tampico,  to 
Lieutenant-Comnmnder  Henry,  and  a  copy  of  the  instructions  (No.  3) 
to  Lieutenant- Commander  Henry  to  visit  that  consulate. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  Lieutenant  F.  O.  Davenport's  left 
arm  was  amputated  to-day.  This,  in  connection  with  the  severe  wound 
in  the  kneejoint  and  the  injurious  effect  upon  the  invalid  from  the 
incessant  rolling  motions  of  the  vessel  on  blockade,  induces  me  to 
order  the  Sdola  to  land  Lieutenant  Davenport  in  hospital  at  New 
Orleans. 

The  Sciota  has  been  constantly  on  this  blockade  since  January  7 
without  going  into  port.  Her  engines  want  overhauling,  and  after  the 
needful  repairs  shafi  have  l>een  put  upon  tliera,  I  respectfully  request 
fihe  may  be  sent  Iiack  to  this  station.  Until  another  vessel  i.-i  sent  to 
take  her  place,  I  shall  not  lie  able  to  spare  one  for  service  off  the  Rio 
Grande. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
L'omvif>dore. 

Rear-Admiral  I>.  (1.  Farragut, 

(Jomdtf.  }Vest  Gulf  Blckdg.  Si/uad?w>,  Nttc  (.h'tt-ann,  La. 

|EncliMUre.| 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sciota, 

Off  Galveston,  July  11,  1863. 

Sir:  !n  obedience  to  vour  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I 
arrived  at  Tampico  on  tlie  morning  of  the  '2d  of  July.  I  immediately 
communicated  with  the  American  consul,  and  obtained  from  him  the 
following  information: 

From  the  28tli  of  April  until  the  lOth  of  May,  four  secession  vessels 
had  arrived,  three  of  which  departed  under  the  British  flag  obtained 
from  her  Majesty's  consul,  but  the  other  made  no  change  in  ner  nation- 
ality as  far  as  he  could  ascertain.  Their  respective  cargoes  inward 
amounted  to  360  bales  of  cotton,  all  of  which  was  sold  there  and 
immediately  shipped  to  En^^land.  They  departed  in  l>alla.st  for  the 
roast  of  Texas.  Their  names  were  I'i>ntfliartrain  (three  masts),  Jmeph 
Suckhart,  Cecilia,  and  Lena. 

The  American  brig  Indus,  of  New  York,  and  the  schooner  Euf/enle, 
of  New  Orleans,  were  taken  possession  of  and  sold  by  the  Mexican 
authorities  without  judicial  investigation.  The  case  has  been  referred 
to  the  American  minister  at  Mexico,  and  an  order  was  given  hy  the 
Mexican  Government  to  the  authorities  there  to  restore  them  at  once 
to  their  owners,  hut  before  that  order  reached  there  the  vessels  had 
been  sold  and  sent  to  sea.  1  beg  leave  to  enclose  the  consul's  letter  . 
reaii'ding  the  affair. 

There  wa.'s  a  joint  French  and  Mexican  expedition  to  arrive  there  in 
a  short  time  to  recapture  the  city. 

1  tolrl  till'  consul  I  would  remain  two  or  three  days,  but  after  that 
time  I  must  proceed  on  my  cruise,  as  my  coal  was  getting  short.  I 
waited  until  the  evening  of  the  4th  instant  and  then  started  for  the 
Eio  Grande,  where  I  arrived  at  noon  of  the  6tb.     1  found  forty-five 
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vessels  in  the  roadstead,  a  gre^t  many  of  them  loading  with  cotton. 
On  the  afternoon  of  the  Oth  I  stood  out  to  sea,  and  when  about  10  or  11 
miles  from  land  hoarded  the  Hanoverian  hrigatine  Hamanez^  from 
Livei*pool,  bound  to  Matamoms.  I  kept  under  low  steam  all  night 
and  Yx\\\  in  in  the  morning  to  the  Bnizos  Santiago.  I  anchored  near 
the  mouth  of  the  pass;  no  vessels  of  any  kind  were  in  sight.  I 
remained  there  until  Tuesday,  the  7th,  when,  at  10  a.  m.,  I  got  under- 
way and  proceeded  slowly  up  the  coast.  On  Wednesday  I  made  two 
small  vessels  (schooners),  hotn  of  which,  upon  seeing  this  vessel,  ran 
ashore,  where  we  lK)arded  and  burned  them,  there  being  no  possible 
chance  of  saving  either.  Their  cargoes  consisted  of  about  60  bales  of 
cotton.  On  Thursday,  while  passing  Corpus  Christi,  we  discovered 
two  vessels  at  anchor  beliind  Mustang  Island,  apparently  loaded  with 
cotton  and  awaiting  an  opportunity  to  escape,  the  blockade.  I  fired 
my  rifle  20-pounder  at  them,  when  both  got  underwa\'  and  stood  up 
the  bay  about  6  miles,  where  they  grounded.  1  at  once  sent  an  expe- 
dition, in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Davenport,  across  the  island  to  capture 
them  if  possible,  and  if  they  could  not  be  sjived,  destroy  them  by  fire, 
which  was  done  after  an  unsiiceessful  attempt  was  made  to  float  them. 
The  expedition  proved  successful  and  reflects  credit  upon  those  com- 

{ nosing  it.  I  regret  having  to  add  that  whilst  returning.  Lieutenant 
)avenport  accidentally  shot  himself  with  a  rifle,  the  ball  passing 
througn  his  right  leg  a  little  below  the  knee  and  his  left  arm  above 
the  elbow. 

On  Thursdav  p.  m.,  while  passing  Aransas  Pass,  we  discovered  a 
battery  of  two  guns,  one  of  which  was  a  small  rifle.  I  exchanged  six 
shots  with  it,  when  I  continued  my  course.  1  saw  nothing  at  Pass 
Cavallo  or  Velasco.  At  San  Luis  I^iss  there  were  four  vessels  inside 
awaiting  a  fair  wind  to  escape,  one  of  which  was  a  three-masted 
schooner. 

1  am,  verv  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  Henry, 

C'onHnodoi(»  11.  II.  Bkll, 

[SiUx'ndosiin'.J 

U.  S.  Consulate, 

lanqjico^  July  ^,  1863, 

Sir:  In  reph'  to  your  letters  dated,  n»sp(»ctively,  8d  and  4th  instant, 
in  explanation  of  the  impnicticiibility  of  detaining  the  Sciota  any 
longer  on  this  coast,  1  iiavc  to  state  that  your  remarks  are  too 
obvious  to  admit  the  least  opposition  to  your  plans  for  leaving  your 
anchorage  to-night,  though  tlie  presence  of  your  ship  would  afford 
us  perfect  security  on  the  arrival  of  the  invading  forces  which  in 
a  short  time  mav  recapture  this  citv  under  (he  authoritv  of  the 
EmiH>ror  of  France.  Should  you  have  a  speedy  passage  to  (lalves- 
ton,  and  have  an  opportunity  to  communicate  promptly  with  the 
commodore,  he  will  doubtless  either  authoriz<»  you  or  some  other 
naval  commander  to  repair  to  this  port  to  watch  the  movements  of 
the  forces  alx^ve  mentioned,  and  to  give  protectioi^  to  the  lives  and 
interests  of  our  countrymen  residing  in  this  district. 

As  regards  the  vessels,  they  were  seized  by  (fenemi  Juan  Jose  de  la 
(iarza,  tTien  military  chief  of  th«»  forces  of  Tamaulipas,  [Mexico],  under 
the  following  circumstances,  viz: 
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The  Amerir^D  brig  Indus,  Captain  Anderson,  of  New  York,  cleared 
from  this  consulate  on  the  16tn  December,  1863,  for  Tabasco,  but  a 
deficiency  of  watfiv  on  the  bur  detained  her  here  in  the  rii^er  until  the  l-lth 
•lanuary,  1863,  when  she  wa.s  embargoed  by  C.  Maudet,  the  naval  com- 
mander then  occupying  the  bar  of  this  port.  A  cargo  of  wines  and 
provisions  was  put  on  board  the  Indun,  but  nothing  of  contraband  of 
war.  On  the  2l8t  January  the  French  conunander  retired  with  his 
forces  from  the  bar.  leaving  the  ItuIus  inside  without  protection.  On 
the  following  day  the  .Mexican  forces  ordered  her  to  the  moorings  off 
this  city,  where  she  was  detained  until  the  2d  March,  when  the  captain 
of  the  port,  with  military  aid,  took  forcible  possession  of  her,  sum- 
marily ejected  the  master  and  crew,  and  on  the  day  next  following  she 
was  sold  at  public  auction  without  judicial  investigation,  and  in  mani- 
fest violation  of  the  25th  article  of  the  existing  treaty  between  Mexico 
and  the  United  States. 

Through  my  protests  and  representations  of  the  case,  our  minister 
at  the  citv  of  Mexico  obtained  an  order  from  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment to  toe  authorities  here  to  restore  the  vessel  at  once  to  her  owner, 
but  before  that  order  reached  here  the  vessel  had  been  sold  and  sent 
to  sea.^ 

A  small  schooner  called  the  Etujenia,  belonging  to  New  Orleans, 
was  also  seized  and  ttold  under  Mimilar  circumstances. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 

rvant, 

Franklin  Chase. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W.  Henby, 

C&imnandmg  U.  S.  Gnnfuuit  Sc/'oia,  i/ff  Tampiw. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  J^arroffut,  U.  5.  Nwoy,  to  Lietdenant-Com- 
vmnder  Conke^  U.  S.  Napy,  cimtaandm;/,  V.  S.  S.  Satrella,  to 
anaVKT  cliarget  before  a  court-martial. 

New  OBLB4N8,  July  IZ,  1863. 
Sir:  Upon  being  relieved  by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  George 
Wiggin,  you  will  consider  yourself  detached  from  the  command  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Estrella,  and  you  will  await  your  trial*  by  court-martial 
on  charges,  a  copy  of  which  will  be  sent  you. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Fareagut, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Lieutenant -Commander  A.  P.  C^oke, 

Com  maiidint/  U.  S.  S.  Jfetrella. 


Jlejwrt  of  Captain  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Niivy^  regarding  the  Tnovement  of 
ordnOMce  and  bomb  vessels  to  Baton  Rouge. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Port  Hudson,  July  IS,  1863. 
Admiral:  In  the  absence  of  instructions  from  you  1  have  deemed 
it  advisable  to  get  the  ordnance  and  bomb  vessels  down  to   Baton 

*Por  aoqoittal  and  reetotatlon  to  dat;  see  p.  4S8. 


886  WEST   (41TLK    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 

Rouge,  to  enable  them  to  get  Huch  of  their  fitment  as  they  left  there 
on  lx)ard  and  be  in  readinet^s  to  move  as  3'ou  may  hereafter  direct 

I  have  sent  the  coal  vessel  to  baton  Rouge  and  requested  the  assist- 
ant quarteiTuaster  there  to  have  her  towed  to  New  Orleans  when  it 
can  be  conveniently  and  prudentl}-  done. 

As  soon  as  the  last  of  tlie  bomb  vessels  go  down,  and  in  the  absence 
of  the  Gene^ee^  I  shall  bo  here  with  the  tug  Ida  alone. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Captain. 
Rear- Admiral  I),  (j.  Farragut, 

Commandimi  Went  Gulf  Blorkadhaj  i^qxutdnm. 


LrttrrfrojH  liear'Adnuraf  Farrafjut^  (\  S,  Navy^  to  Commodore  BeU^ 

U,  S.  jy^fVi/n  regarding  gen  era  I  affairs. 


7  "  "'^  —  7 

am  hapm^  at  last  in  being  able  to  giv^  you 
joy.''     Everything  appears  propitious  to  the 


Fla(;-Steamer  Tennessee, 

Xrw  ihl^m,  July  13,  1863. 

Dear  Commodore:  1  am 
^'glad  tidings  of  groat  joy 
Union  arms. 

Vicksburg  has  surrendered  with  27,(M)()  prisoners,  and  Port  Hudson 
with  6.000. 

At  Vicksburg  we  took  128  pieces  of  field  artillery  and  80  siege  guns, 
and  the  moment  the  surrender  was  talked  up  General  Grant  marcrhed 
Sherman,  with  his  force,  ofl*  after  Johnston,  and  he  is  now  after  him 
with  a  shaq)  stick. 

liosecrans  is  pursuing  Bragg  and  has  driven  him  entirely  out  of 
Tennessee,  and  is  now  cutting  the  bridges  ahead  of  him,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent his  escape,  and  1  have  no  doul)t  but  that  when  he  brings  him  to  a 
stand  he  will  defeat  him;  and  I  also  think  that  Sherman  will  defeat 
Johnston  when  he  falls  in  with  him. 

(ieneral  Meade  has  defeated  the  rebel  raid  at  Gettysburg,  Pa. 

The  ])attle  appears  to  have  been  a  very  haixl-fought  one,  in  which  we 
lost  many  generals,  including  General  [John  F.]  Keynolds,  l)esides  a 
great  number  of  other  officers.  In  the  fii-st  day's  fight,  although  it  was 
a  drawn  one,  we  captured  (leneral  Archer  ana  staff  and  t),(K»o  men. 

It  is  said  (I  do  not  know  how  true)  that  in  the  first  day's  fight  we  had 
but  22,000  opposed  to  50,<XK),  which  made  the  loss  on  our  side  so 
terrific. 

General  I)ix  is  reported  as  marching  upon  Richmond. 

At  Vicksburg  we  took  CO,0(K)  stand  of  arms  in  good  condition  packed 
in  lH)xes.  I  will  send  you  a  jMper  if  one  can  be  procured.  Should 
Johnston  be  defeated  and  his  army  dispersed  by  Sherman,  I  do  not  see 
anything  to  prevent  his  immediate  march  upon  Mobile.  lie  has  occu- 
pied .Jackson,  Miss.,  now,  and  Johnston  is  retreating  before  him. 

I  have  received  your  letter  in  which  you  speak  of  the  industrv  of 
the  rebels  (Texans)  on  their  batteries.  They  have  l)een  defeated  tere 
in  every  encounter,  and  now  they  will  get  out  of  the  country' as  fast  as 
possible. 

As  to  Galveston,  I  hope  soon  to  give  you  a  force  there  that  will 
walk  into  it  without  (mposition,  and  1  agree  with  you  in  "that  now 
is  the  time;''  but  the  Government  thinks  differently.  Indeed,  there 
is  so  much  doing  now  that  perhaps  it  is  unjust  to  expect  more. 


WEST   GULF    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON.  887 

I  shall  soon  turn  over  the  river  to  Porter  and  then  make  a  short  trip 
North;  perhaps  return  and  wind  up  the  concern,  unless  the  good  people 
at  home  have  some  one  else  to  whom  they  want  to  give  a  chance,  and 
God  knows  I  would  not  deprive  him  of  it. 

Wishing  you  every  success  and  a  healthy  season,  I  remain,  very 
truly,  your  friend, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Coinmodore  H.  11.  Bell, 

Covimandhuj  Naval  Officer  off  Texan  Cooa^U 


Ch^der  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Acting  Master 
Cha^e^  U,  S.  Navy^  C(nntnan€li7ig  U,  S,  S.  Antona,  to  proceed  to 
blockade  duty  an  Texas  coast, 

Fiag-Steamer  Tennessee, 
JVeio  Orleans^  July  Id^  186S. 

Sir:  You  will,  so  soon  as  the  U.  S.  S.  Antona  is  ready  for  sea,  pro- 
ceed down  the  coast  of  Texas  and  report  to  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 
commanding  the  llnited  States  naval  forces  on  that  coast.     You  will 
inform  Commodore  Bell  that  you  are  intended  to  cruise  along  the  coast 
for  the  purpose  of  picking  up  vessels  intending  to  run  the  blockade. 
You  will,  as  rarefy  as  possible,  hoist  any  but  English  colors,  onlv 
when  it  is  necessary  to  fire  a  shot  or  make  yourself  Known  to  inen-oi- 
war  vessels.     You  will  capture  all  vessels  of  suspicious  character  com- 
ing on  or  going  off  the  coast  of  Texas  and  send  them  into  this  port 
for  adjudication.     You  will  be  very  particular  in  your  examinations 
of  the  vessels,  as  well  for  their  benefit  as  for  that  of  the  United  States. 
You  have  the  list  of  vessels  bound  out  to  Matamoras  and  the  coast; 
look  to  them  all,  and  to  Brazos  Santiago  in  particular. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Real*- Admiral, 
Acting  Master  Charles  T.  Chase, 

Cotninandhuj  U.  S,  S,  Antona, 


Inst?* act ion/f  front  Lieufcnanf-Cfwifnander  Adams^  U,  S,  Navy^  to 
Acti7Hj  Jfff^^tn'  I/ffnu'ltofi^  TL  S,  Navy^  regarding  an  expeditio7\  for 
the  capture  of  ttro  armed  boats  of  the  enemy  at  Pasco/gouhi, 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 

Ship  Island,,  July  IS,  1863, 

Sir:  You  will  take  charge  of  the  schooner  Emma  with  a  crew  of 
82  men.  You  will  disguiso  the  schooner  in  the  best  way  you  can  to 
make  her  i'eseinl>lo  one  of  the  Pensacola  traders  as  much  as  possi})le. 
Take  barrels  and  fill  them  with  sand  and  gmss  and  place  them  around 
the  vessel  to  hide  your  men  and  to  protect  them  from  rifle  shots.  Let 
three  or  four  of  the  crcnv  dress  as  the  crews  of  the  traders  dress. 
Take  a  small  skiff  with  vou.  Kach  man  will  be  aimed  with  a  rifle,  a 
cutlass,  and  a  pistol,  with  40  rounds  of  ball  cartridge.  Take  provision 
for  at  least  two  days.     Having  made  all  your  preparations,  you  will 


388  WEST   GULF    BLOCKADING    SQUADBOK. 

get  underway  after  dark  this  evening  and  run  up  the  rMississippi] 
Sound  to  Round  Island  and  run  the  schooner  ashore  on  the  spit.  At 
daylight  the  men  dis^iise<l  will  be  set  to  work  to  get  the  schooner  off, 
the  others  lying  hid  on  deck.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  decoy  the 
people  in  the  two  armed  boats  of  the  enemy  at  Pascagoula.  If  they 
come  out,  let  the  skiff  pull  for  Horn  Island  as  if  trying  to  escape,  and 
the  man  dressed  as  one  of  the  crow  that  is  left  nuist  wave  and  call  to 
the  men  in  the  skiff  as  though  ho  wore  in  groat  distress. 

When  the  enemy  gets  within  UH)  yards  let  your  crew  rise  carefully 
(so  as  not  to  be  seen  by  the  enemy),  take  dolilximte  aim,  and  tire  upon 
the  enemy.  Reload  if  they  stop,  prepare  to  receive  them  with  pistols, 
bayonets,  and  cutlasses  if  they  keep  on.  Have  j^our  howitzer  loadea 
with  canister  and  good  men  at  it.  Should  the  enoni}'  not  attac^k  you, 
yc)u  will  remain  in  the  vicinity  of  Round  Island  until  evening  and  then 
return  to  this  anchomge.  If  they  do  attack  you  and  vou  are  success- 
ful, return  to  this  ship  as  soon  its  the  right  is  over.  Vou  must  not  go 
within  long  cannon  ninge  of  the  nortli  shore.  The  Clifton  will  De 
down  near  vou  in  the  afternoon. 

« 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams,  Jr., 
LhHU:naid-Cnuun(inilei\  (hinvuindiny  U.  S.  Ship  Vtncennes. 


Acting  Master  J.  R.  Hamilton', 

?/.    S,  Shi  It  Vifif't  nm^H, 


Order  of  LiiintenaM-CoiinmnHlev  Adaintt^  IL  S,  JVavt/^  Ut  Acting 
Master  U  Oyhy^  U.  S.  Navy ^  for  </  detail  of  men  for  the  eitpedition 
to  Pai<c(igou)a, 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 

Ship  Idand,  July  13^  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  please  detail  12  men  of  your  crew,  to  go  on  an  expedi- 
tion up  the  [Mississippi]  Sound,  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  some 
boats  of  the  enemy.  The  men  must  1)0  armed  with  rifles,  cutlasses, 
and  pistols  or  nnolvors.  Thov  will  ro(iuire  provisions  for  two  days. 
Send  them  alongside  of  this  ship  at  5:80  p.  m.  this  evening.  Thev 
will  go  up  the  sound  in  the  sohoon(»r  Ennna^  so  no  boat  will  be  requirea. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams,  Jr., 
Licutcuont' (Jniitiua nder  and  Senior  Ojjicei\ 

Acting  MasU»r  N.  IVOylkv, 

(Joiiuioindinii  U,  S,  S,  Jaeknon, 


ReptfTt  of  fJruttnottf-(\niufiand^  r  Jif/ntsniu  l^»  ^*.  Xary^  commandiny 
l.\  S,  S,  luitahffin,  ref/ardinf/thmfj/tfire  of  the  schofmrr  Krceinior, 

V ,  S.  (fUNHOAT    KaTAIIDIN, 

OJF  did i\:sf<»n^   /<?./•.,  Jidy  13^  1H(J3, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  thai,  while  cruising  off  San  Luis 
Pass,  I  this  day  board(»d  and  took  ])ossossio!i  of  a  schooner  with  an 
English  flag  flying  at  her  peak.  She  had  no  name  visible  nor  could 
we  discover  any  impers.     With  the  exception  of  "1  bales  of  cotton,  she 
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had  no  cargo.  She  was  about  4  miles  south  from  San  Luis  Pass  at  the 
time  we  boarded  her,  and  the  person  who  represented  himself  as  her 
master  said  that  she  was  the  schooner  £3sceislo7\  of  78  tons  burden, 
owned  by  a  British  subject,  now  residing  in  Galveston.  That  she  was 
just  out  of  San  Luis  Pass,  and  bound  to  Brazos  River.  She  had  a  crew 
of  7  men,  including  the  master.  I  shall  send  the  schooner  in  charge  of 
an  officer  to  New  Orleans  for  adjudication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  })e,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  C.  Johnson, 
Lieutenant'  C(/nimandei\ 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretitry  of  the  Namj, 


Ahstra^'t  l(>g  of  thi  JJ,  S,  S,  AnU^na^  Acting  MaHer  Charhii  T,   Chase ^ 

TL  S.  Na/oy^  cmnrttanding, 

July  i^  186S, — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  Steaming  down  the  river 
(Mississippi).  At  3:45  a.  m.  saw  a  lightahead  on  port  bow;  heard  one 
whistle  and  answ(>red  it  to  go  to  the  right,  keeping  steady  on  our 
course,  being  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  river.  When  within  three  or 
four  lengths' distance  of  the  approaching  steamer  she  put  her  helm  hard 
a  starboard,  coming  directly  across  our  forefoot.  Pilot  ordered  engine 
stopped,  of  this  steamer,  and  backed,  but  it  could  not  be  done  in 
season  to  avoid  collision.  We  struck  her  about  the  fore  rigging,  cut 
ting  her  below  the  water's  edge.  It  proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  gunboat 
Sciota.  Captain  Chase  immediately  ordered  the  first  cutter  to  render 
assistance.  The  Sdota  steamed  into  the  bank  and  sank  in  12  feet  of 
water.     No  damage  done  to  this  vessel. 

July  i6'.— Steaming  along  in  10  fathoms  (Gulf  of  Mexico).  At 
10:30  a.  m.  saw  a  sail  to  the  N.  N.  W.,  from  masthead.  Shortly  after 
the  sail  proved  to  be  a  schooner  standing  to  the  eastward.  At  10:30 
came  up  with  and  spoke  her.     At  11:20  all  hands  at  quarters.     She 

{)roved  to  be  the  schooner  CWelia  i>.,  flying  English  colors,  said  to  be 
)ound  from  Matiunoras  to  New  Orleans.  Acting  Ensign  J.  F.  Chace 
was  sent  on  board  to  examine  her  papers,  which  were  irregular.  He 
brought  them,  with  the  captain,  on  board.  At  2  p.  m.  Actmg  Ensign 
James  F,  Perkins  was  oi-dered  on  board  the  schooner  as  prize  master, 
to  proceed  to  New  Orleans,  with  three  men  as  prize  crew. 


Report  of  Comntandtn*  R( thin  do.  V,  S,  JVary^  commanding  U.  /S,  aS\ 
Semi7U)h\  vcijarding  the  landing  al  Port  JioyaK  *^'.  ^^.,  of  prison  rrs 
captured  in  the  steamer  Charle'don, 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 
Port  Royal,  July  U,  186S. 

Siu:  I  have  th(»  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  port,  touching 
here  for  coal  aud  to  land  'lo  prisoners  biken  in  the  Confedemte  steamer 
Charlesfn)t^  captured  by  this  ship  on  the  11th  of  this  month. 

The  prisoners  were  a  serious  interference  to  the  efficienc}'  of  the 
ship  and  the  comfort  of  the  crew.  Coaling  is  a  necessity,  as  I  found  so 
much  to  chaser  on  the  route  that  we  consumed  a  very  large  portion  of 
the  coal  on  board. 


390  WEST   OFLF   BLOCKADING   flQTTADRON. 

The  ship  carries  only  nine  days'  coal  when  full.  With  every  pros- 
])ect  of  falling  short  of  coal  before  reaching  Key  West,  from  the 
necessarily  large  expenditure  of  coal,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  put  into 
Port  Ro3'al  for  a  supply;  and  1  believe  touching  at  Key  West  would 
involve  a  quarantine  at  New  Orleans,  which  is  another  consideration 
with  me. 

I  herewith  enclose  to  you  a  correct  list  of  the  officers,  crew,  and 

marine  guard  attached  to  this  ship  at  the  time  of  the  capture  of  the 

Confedemte  steamer  VharlMon 

•  •  •  •  •  •  « 

First  Assistant  Engineer  J.  F.  Peck  has  tendered  his  resignation  bv 
this  mail.  1  would  request  that  if  the  Department  accept  Mr.  Peck's 
resignation  some  competent  engineer  be  ordered  to  the  Seinhwle  before 
he  is  allowed  to  leave,  as  of  all  the  engineers  on  board  he  is  the  most 
competent  and  only  experienced  one. 

Very  respectfulW,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Rolando, 
Commander^  V.  S.  Ntmyy, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  N^avtjy  Wanhington, 


Order  of  Ttear- Admiral  Farragut^  IJ,  S.  Na^)y^  to  Lieuterumi- Cotn- 
m4(tid^r  Bigelotr^  IJ,  S,  JVirfrt/^  to  axHumr  t-nminand  of  the  TL  S,  S, 
Calhoim. 

Fiag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

Xrv?  OrhanH^  July  H^  1863, 

Sir:  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  you  will  report  yourself  for  the  com- 
mand of  tne  r.  S.  S.  (*aJhoff/i,  now  lying  at  New  Orleans. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  (t.  Farragut, 

Sear- A  dmiraL 
Lieutenant-Commander  (t.  A.  Bigeix)w, 

Coinmaiultnq  I',  S,  S.  Calhoun. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  ConimamUr  Madlgan^  U,  S.  JVirvy^  fomoarding 

prize  Hat  of  the  V,  S,  S.  (hraHco, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Owasco, 

Of  Sahlne  Pa.sH,  July  U,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honoi*  of  transmitting  to  the  Department  the  prize 
list  of  the  crew  and  olKrers  of  the  V.  S.  S.  Owasnt^  entitled  to  sliare 
in  the  joint  capture  of  <»  Imles  of  cotton  l)y  the  Cayuga  and  Otranoo 
from  the  sloop  Active^  in  attempting  to  run  to  sea  from  Sabine  Pass  on 
Sunday,  21st  of  June,  ultimo.  Also  to  share  in  the  capture  of  the 
sloop  Blue  Bell^  on  the  2d  instant,  by  the.  Cayuga^  said  sloop  having 
a  cargo  of  17i  barrels  sugar  and  3i  barrels  molasses.  I  have  for- 
warded the  cotton,  sugar,  and  molasses  to  the  prize  (Commissioners  at 
Key  West. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

John  Ma  dig  an,  Jr., 
Lieutenant- Cow mmidf^r^  (■ominanding  l\  .V.  *S'.  Otrasco. 

Hon.  (iiDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^Wanhingtoii.,  IK  C. 
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Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Fm*ragut^  U.  S,  Nav]u  to  LieutenaTd-  Cam- 
mander  Hervry^  U.  S,  Nav^y^  commanding  U.  S,  S,  Sciota^  rega/rding 
repairs  to  that  vessel. 

Flagship  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans^  July  16^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  directed  Mr.  Scott  to  go  down  with  his  pumping  appa- 
i-atus,  etc.,  and  to  stop  the  leak  and  get  your  vessel  upon  her  feet  once 
raore,  when  you  will  bring  her  up  to  riew  Orleans.  If  it  is  neccessary 
to  detain  the  Albatross  to  assist  in  bringing  her  up,  do  so,  but  not  unless 
it  is  absolutely  necessary,  as  she  is  much  wan  tea  here. 

Tell  the  Antona  to  proceed  on  her  way,  and  that  I  hope  this  is  the 
last  time  I  shall  hear  of  his  accidents. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W.  Henry, 

Commanding  Soiota. 


TMterfror)i  Re/ir- Admiral  Farragut.^  U.  S.  Nam/^  to  Captwin  JenJcvns^ 
U.  S,  Navy.,  referring  to  the  neics  frmn  the  North^  and  other 
matters. 

Flagship  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans^  Jvly  16^  1863. 

Dear  Captain:  The  news  is  glorious  to-day  from  the  North. 
Meade  appears  to  have  come  up  and  gone  a  little  beyond  your  expec- 
tations. He  is  the  only  man  who  has  been  able  to  bring  his  forces 
into  action,  and  always  had  his  reinforcements  up  in  the  right  time. 
Doubleday  paid  him  a  handsome  compliment  when  his  officers  wished 
him  to  send  to  Meade  for  reinforcements.  He  replied:  *'I  will  trust 
Meade  for  reinforcements  at  the  right  time."  It  was  a  fierce  battle, 
and  the  most  deoisive  one  fought  by  us.  I  think  that  unless  we  suffer 
some  great  reverse,  we  will  soon  bring  this  war  to  an  end. 

I  wrote  you  in  mv  last  to  send  down  the  mortar  boats  and  the  assist- 
ant  surgeons  at  Port  Hudson;  we  are  in  want  of  them  here.  All  the 
gunboats  broke  down  at  sight  of  New  Orleans.  I  got  the  Antona  off 
yesterday,  and  she  i*an  into  the  Sciota  about  8  miles  this  side  Quaran- 
tine and  sunk  her.  So  we  go.  I  can  not  get  but  the  Sa^hein  off  for 
Brashear  Citv.  The  Estrma  will  not  be  ready  before  Saturday.  The 
Arizona  shall  go  the  moment  she  arrives. 

General  Banks  is  writing  to  me  as  if  we  were  delaying  him  from 
capturing  the  Texans.  He  had  better  make  the  attack  and  find  out 
that  he  can  drive  them,  for  it  is  reported  here  that  he  had  a  brush  with 
them,  and  that  he  drove  General  Dudley  and  captured  three  pieces  of 
his  artillery.  I  hope  it  is  not  true.  It  is  always  well  to  know  that  you 
can  do  what  you  attempt.  The  boats  with  all  the  delay  will  be  there 
before  the  army.  If  you  have  anyone  to  try  by  court-martial,  send 
him  along  at  once.  We  are  getting  along  well,  and  I  will  depart  so 
soon  as  I  approve  the  sentences.     I  will  take  a  look  at  the  stations. 

I  send  you  ail  the  papers  I  can  get  and  some  letters. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admi/ral. 

Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins, 

Cow  man  din  g  off  Pm  t  Hudson . 


(hiler  of  R&i 

V.  S.  Navy 
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(ir-Adniiral  Far-nujut,  U.   S.  Nan'y,  tj>  Captain 
I,  for  the  return  of  th<:  U.  S.  S.  Winotia  tu  Neif'  (• 


...  J^nkim 
ffrlaims. 


U.  S.  Flag-Steiameb  Tennessee, 
OfN.'m  Or/eri,>»,  Jnli/  16,  11 
Sra:  Toa  will  send  the  Winnna  biiclc  as  Hoon  n«  possible,  with 
ever  dispati'hes  you  uiay  huve  U>  sond,  and  such  pprfons  aa  are  required 
to  appear  before  the  general  eonrt-martial  now  m  ses^iiin  here. 

Direct  her  to  apeali  all  men-of-war  vessels  she  may  pass,  and  take 
their  mails,  touching;  at  Baton  Rouge  and  DonaldsonviUe,  and  to  briii|~" 
the  assistant  surgeons  heretofore  ordered  back  here. 
Very  respectfully, 

I),  fr.  Fabkaout, 

liefi  I- Admiral. 
Captain  Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

CommamUny  Naval  Forest,  Port  ffudnoti. 


L 


Letter  from.  Rear-Admiral  Farrayut^  U.   S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ri 
Admiral  Pffrter,  U.  S.  Na/vy,  regardAng  tli«  transfer  iifthe  common 
of  the  Mien'sgippi  Rvuer. 

Fi^g-Steamer  Tennessee, 
New  Or/^fam,  July  15,  1-S63. 
Dear  Admiral:  Yours  of  the  8th  instant  was  received.  I 
you  would  have  come  down,  as  1  would  have  gone  up  the  river  if  the 
loterest  of  the  couutry  bad  demanded,  and  I  feel  equally  certain  that 
neither  of  us  would  have  met  the  other  with  any  but  the  t)est  feeling 
and  honest  determination  to  do  our  duty  to  the  country  and  the 
Navy.  But  we  happened  to  l>e  equal  to  our  duty  on  the  water  and  we 
had  to  await  the  work  of  the  soldiers,  which,  taaiik  God,  has  termi- 
nated so  gloriously,  but  the  last  news  is  the  hejst  of  all,  for  until  that 
army  of  Lee's  was  broken  we  had  no  hope  of  peace.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  after  all  we  have  fallen  on  the  right  man  in  Meade.  He  ia  the 
first  one  who  has  brought  all  hi»  forces  into  the  lield,  and  so  oppor- 
tunely against  his  adversary.  1  hope  this  is  the  closing  light,  although 
I  expect  that  Sherman  ha^i  by  tnis  time  got  Johnston  in  a  tij^t 
place.  1  feel  that  the  time  has  now  arrived  contemplated  by  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  when  I  should  turn  over  the  Mlasi-s- 
sippi  River  to  you  down  to  New  Orleans,  and  then  pay  my  attention 
to  the  blockade  of  tlie  Gulf,  and  at  the  same  time  offers  me  a  short 
leave  to  make  a  visit  North  prior  to  the  work  he  expects  of  me  in  the 
fall.  I  suppose  some  work  to  bo  done  by  the  vessels  yet  to  be  sent  to 
me,  Galveston  and  Mobile  perhaps,  and  that  will  linish  my  work;  or, 

Eerhaps  they  may  give  some  other  person  a  chance.     God  knows  I 
ave  had  chances  enough  to  have  my  head  broken,  and  am  ready  to 
yield  my  place  to  any  ambitious  officer  who  desires  it. 

It  is  curious  that  Texans  should  have  attacked  the  forts  above 
Helena  and  at  DonaldsonviUe  at  the  same  time,  Thev  are  making  ■ 
stand  against  Banks  now  l>elDw  DonaldsonviUe,  but  1  think  he  will 
overcome  them.     I  will  soon  have  a  boat  or  two  round  in  iier' 


I 


WIBST  Orri,f  BtOCKAMirG  SOCTADRON. 

Bay  t«  cut  off  their  retreat  in  case  they  retreat.     Hoping  that  this  ivjir 
will  MHMi  end  in  the  right  way, 

I  remain,  very  truly,  your  friend, 

D.  (i,  Farraout, 

Ii-<n-A(imir,il. 
Acting  R«ar-A(imii-al  D.  D.  Portrh, 

('M/iltnltif/'Jir/  M'H^i-KMVpjii  Fli-rt. 


Order  of  Bea/r- Admiral  Famu/id,  U.  S.  Navy,  tn  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  Porter,  U,  S.  Navy,  train<fei-r!'nij  ("  t/m  latter  the  command 
of  the  Jfiseiaaippi  Jiher. 

II.    S.    FlAQ-StBAMER  '1'^NNE88KB, 

Of  New  Urlmm,  July  15, 186S. 
Admiral:  The  time  haH  arrived  when  the  honomhle  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  thinks  I  abould  turn  over  the  Hurveillance  of  the  MiHsiasippi 
River  down  to  New  Orleans  to  yourself,  while  1  turn  my  oiore  par- 
ticular attention  to  the  outside  work,  blockading,  etc. 

You  will  please,  thei-efore,  to  consider  the  work  aa  turned  over  to 
you.  I  shall  continue  to  keep  my  vessels  in  the  vicinity  of  the  army, 
or  wherever  their  services  may  be  required,  nntil  your  vewnela  arrive 
to  take  their  places. 

The  only  places  now  ot^mpied  by  vessels  of  my  squadron  are  Port 
Hudson,  DonaldBODville,  and  the  Motumgahflu  and  Ehxi-j:  keeping  a 
patrol  in  the  vicinity  of  the  reljel  army  below  Donaldsonville.  The 
Ehuii'x  belongH  to  yonr  squadron,  but  as  she  was  left  below  Vicksburg 
last  July  she  was  turned  over  by  the  Department  to  my  wumiaad. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  (i.  Fabbaout, 

Hear-  A  dmt'ral. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Contvianding  Migaiasippi  J^/oii/Ut. 


Letter  from  Actiny  Rtar-Admirol  Portei;  U.  S'.  Na-y,  to  Rear- 
Admiral  Farragut^  U.  S.  Navy,  referri'iig  in  n  joint  ultari-  ii/>on 
Tasoo  City  andTnatternpertainiiiy  to  hi«  eonimmuf. 

VlAQBHlP   Bl^CK    HaU-K, 

Of  Vick^^ryy  Jxihj  IC,  1863. 
Dear  Admiral:  Yours  of  Julyil,  has  been  received  by  the  Genesc. 
I  should  have  been  down  to  see  you  before  this,  but  yuu  know 
-what  it  is,  by  this  time.  Notwithstanding  Vicksburg  is  taken, 
•  you  will  l>e  surprised  to  hear  that  1  have  not  one  ironclad  to  spare.  I 
■have  four  sunken  ones,  within  stone's  throw  of  me — the  indiimoJa, 
iJinoi/nnati,  Cairo,  and  D«  Kalh.  The  latter  was  blown  uj)  four  days 
ago  by  a  torpedo,  and  I  fear  is  a  total  wreck.  When  Sherman  brougnt 
Johnston  to  a  stand  at  Jackson,  and  surrounded  him  in  the  city,  there 
was  but  one  thing  for  Johnston  to  do,  and  that  was  to  cut  his  way  out 
and  escape  liy  the  way  of  Yazoo  City  and  the  tranfiports  he  had 
assembled  there.  He  consequently  had  it  strongly  fortified,  and  the 
finest  steamers  on  the  river  already  there  for  the  purpose  of  embarking. 
General  Grant  and  1  started  an  expedition  up  there  and  (he  De  Emh 
attacked  the  batteries,  while  the  soldiers  landed.  The  rebels  fled, 
leaving  everything  in  our  hands.  They  set  fire,  unfortimately  to 
four  splendid  steamers,  and   burned  them  up,  and  we  only  captured 
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one,  a  semigunboat.  While  the  //<'  h'tdb  wns  movinjj  itp  slowly,  she 
mn  on  a  torpedo,  which  blew  her  bow  right  oat  of  her,  and  down  j-be 
went.  Nobody  killect  or  drowned,  thank  heaven!  We  taptured  6 
heiivy  gunsfronitheonemy,andlostl3  by  the  sinking  of  \helJe  KaU) — 
rather  a  losing  business,  but  the  loss  is  onlv  temporary.  We  are  get- 
ting tlie  guns  out,  and  may  save  the  bull.  The  Lafayette  came  up 
here  with  her  keel  burned  in  two,  and  her  bottom  burned  half 
tlirough.  I  am  trying  to  fix  her  up;  she  will  do  for  a  scarecrow, 
though  thoy  will  he  afraid  to  fire  her  heavy  guns.  The  Tuwmnbin 
has  never  been  repaired  since  the  Grand  Gulf  affair,  where  she  got  a 
pretty  good  hammeririg,  andlhaveto  keepher  lying  still  atan  exposed 
point.  The  Mmiml  City  has  sprung  a  leak  in  her  boilers,  and  can  not 
make  a  fire. 

So  I  only  have  the  Carondel^t,  C/ioetaw,  Benton,  and  Louim'ilh'  that 
can  move.  They  are  stationed  at  points  where  the  rebels  have  heavy 
batteries,  and  the  Vhoctow  and  Pittsburg  are  stationed  at  the  mouth  of 
Red  lliver. 

These  things  I  now  have  are  nothing  but  old  rattletraps  Davis  left 
here,  and  it  is  a.s  mueh  as  the  commanaers  can  do  to  keep  them  afioat. 
I  have  to  depend  on  the  tiiidads  to  keep  the  river  clear  above  us,  and 
they  have  a  hard  time  of  it.  Still,  they  whip  the  light  batteries  the 
rebels  put  up,  have  killed  a  good  many  men,  and  the  rebels  are  grad- 
ually getting  tired  of  it.  They  havs  never  captured  or  materially  hurt 
a  transport  yet,  and  they  think  it  won't  pay  to  be  shot  at  for  nothing. 

1  have  sent  an  expedition  up  the  Red  lliver  and  the  Tensas.  If  no 
accident  happens  to  them,  I  will  send  ihem  below  as  soon  as  thev 
return,  and  send  off  the  Lafa-yntte  as  soon  as  I  get  her  keel  repaired, 
I  have  two  nice  ironclad  "turreted  monsters"  coming  down.  They 
started  three  months  ago,  and  after  returning  now  and  then  to  the 
machine  shops  and  lontmctors,  have  concluded  to  stay  there  for  the 
rest  of  the  season. 

The  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers  have  fifteen  gunboats  to 
guard  them,  and  until  Rosecnins  does  something  I  can  nope  to  use 
none  of  those  vessels. 

I  have  heard  nothing  yet  from  the  Department  about  extending  my 
command,  but  am  waiting  here  for  ordei-s.  When  I  get  them  1  will  come 
down  at  onee.  I  do  not  know  that  1  can  do  anything  unless  you  leave 
me  all  the  .small  vessels  nntil  I  can  get  others.  They  should  send  out 
here  a  goodly  numlwr  from  the  >torth.  I  expect,  though,  they  have 
their  hands  full  looking  out  for  Semmea.  I  hope  General  Banks  will 
remove  all  the  guns  from  Port  Hudson  or  the  rebels  will  get  in  there 
again.  If  Johnston  escapes  from  Sherman  and  gets  down  that  way. 
he  will  try  it.  The  plan  of  the  enemy  is  to  have  flying  batteries  all 
along  the  river  and  annoy  ns  in  that  way.  They  have  already  planted 
one  25  miles  below  here,  one  at  Rodney,  and  are  going  to  put  another 
at  Ellis  Cliffs.     We  shall  be  kept  busy  chasinw  them  up. 

As  .xoon  as  1  can  get  hold  of  Ellet^s  brigade,  which  is  now  up  the 
river.  I  will  send  it  aowii,  It  consistn  of  a  small  fori'e,  but  can  land, 
and  perhaps  I'aptnre  the  gnns. 

Hoping  to  see  von  soon,  and  congratulating  vou  on  the  lapture  of 
Port  Hudson.       " 

I  remain,  respectfully  and  truly  youra, 

David  D.  Portek, 
Acting  Hear- Admiral,-^ 

Kj-ar-Admiral  Dxvto  (J.  Farraditt. 
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Report  of  Captain  Emmons^  U,  S.  Navu^  refefrrliig  to  an  engagement  in 

the  rear  of  DonaldsonviUe. 

IJ.  S.  S.  MONONGAHELA, 

DoiialdHonville^  July  16^  1863, 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  made  a  careful 
reconnoissance  of  the  Mississippi  River  between  here  and  Port  Hudson, 
and  have  discovered  no  hostile  demonstrations. 

The  accompanying  report  of  Commander  Woolsey,  of  thoi  IV! n/^esa 
Rtryal^  will  speak  of  the  river  below.  You  will  probably  learn  through 
General  Banks  of  the  result  of  the  firing  in  the  rear  of  this  place 
alluded  to  in  a  previous  letter,  in  which  a  division  under  Colonel 
Morgan  was  somewhat  worsted,  I  believe,  by  the  enemy;  our  loss,  2 
guns  and  about  175  killed  and  wounded.  I  send  down  witnesses  to  the 
general  court-martial,  agreeable  to  your  order,  and  an  acting  assistant 
surgeon,  steward,  and  three  wounded  men,  picked  up  on  shore  and 
belonging  to  the  U.  S.  gunboat  New  London, 

1  have  arranged  for  the  Ida  to  bring  down  a  small  supply  of  soft 
coal  from  Baton  Rouge  for  the  Essex  at  the  same  time  that  she  tows 
down  an  empty  coal  vessel  and  one  of  the  mortar  schooners. 

As  there  is  but  little  coal  left  in  Baton  Rouge,  it  is  important  that 
we  soon  get  supplies  from  above. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  F.  Emmons,  Captain. 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Cominnndinci  West  Gulf  Blochiding  Sqvadron^  Neic  OrUaiis, 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Far^^agut^  U,  S,  Navy^to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Hooper^  U.  S,  Navy^  commanding  U,  S,  schooner  Rachel 
Seaman . 

Flag- Steamer  Tennessee, 

Of  Netr  Orleans,  July  16,  1863, 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  New  York  with  your  vessel,  and  on  your 
arrival  report  to  the  commandant  of  the  station  for  repairs,  and  in 
writing  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  I  have  sent  you 
home  for  that  purpose. 
Very  respectfully, 

I),  (t.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral , 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Q.  A.  Hooper, 

(^(nmnundhtii  U,  S,  schooner  Rachel  SfUHKOt, 


Rcjunt  (f  Rtur-Adintrul  Fur  rag  ut,  F  S,  Navy,  regai'ding  the  use  of 

the  r.  S.  S.   Ten n essec  us  a ^ iJagsh ip. 

No.  122. 1  Flag-Stkamer  Tennessee, 

Ncu"!  Orleans,  July  16,  1863, 

Sir:  Finding  my  presence  frequently  necessary  in  different  points 
of  my  command,  and  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  flagship,  when  it  is 
one  of  the  h\rgest  vessels  of  war  and  indispensable  at  another  point,  I 
deemed  it  most  to  the  interest  of  the  service  to  take  as  a  temporary 
flagship  the  ])rize  steamer  Tennessee,  formerly  a  passenger  steamer  to 
Vera  Cruz.  She  has  abundant  room  for  all  the  staff,  and  it  will  enable 
me  to  run  around  ni}^  station  without  putting  the  commanders  of  other 
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vessels  to  inconvenience.     There  in  no  vessel  except  the  Colnrado  t\ 
could  Hccoinmodatc  myself  and  staft  without  {jreat  inconvenience  b 
the  i-oniQiandei'  and  other  officers. 

By  the  leave  granted  to  Captain  Aldeu  1  was  compelled  to  deprive^ 
myself  of  luy  captain  of  the  fleet.  Captain  Jenkins,  whom  1  plac'ed 
comniuudof  the  liichmoiid^  and  the  death  of  Cninniander  Read  occurn 
\vuA  as  Captain  Emmons  arrived  from  Key  West,  and  I  placed  biui  inl 
command  of  the  Monougahda.  I 

I  beg  to  remind  the  Department  that  I  am  much  in  want  of  the! 
officers  applied  for  in  my  la,st  application.  The  men's  times  are  expir-l 
ing  daily,  and  they  demand  their  discharge,  which,  under  the  law,  11 
can  not  refuse.  f 

A»  to  contrabands,  it  is  very  dilficult  to  get  them.  The  men  di»a- 1 
gree  with  them  so  umch  that  we  are  obliged  to  l)e  very  rigid  with  th«| 
sailors  in  consequence.  The  contntbanciM  soon  desert  because  of  th« 
ill  feeling  rjanifested  toward  them  hy  the  sailois. 

All  of  which  is  rcs]>ectfn!ly  forwarded. 
Very  respectfully, 

n.  G.  Farraqdt, 

Sear-Adrn  ir'if. 

Hon,  GiDKON  Wei.lks, 

.^ecrt-tiiry  of  ih''  .Vni-i/. 


SejM/rt  of  Rear-Admiral  FanuijiU,  U.  <i'.  Navy,  regarding  the  tlnkiTk^ 

of  the  U.  S.  S.  Sciota  ii/ the  pr^'se  steamer  Anf^ma. 
No.  123.]  Klao-Steameh  Tennessbk, 

.^«/.  Orl^ns,  July  16,  1863. 
Sir:  1  regret  to  inform  the  Department  that  in  going  down  tha^ 
Mississippi  Kiver,  the  Anlnmi^  prize  steamer,  now  employed  by  me  as  1 
u  cruiser  off  the  coast  of  Texas,  ran  into  and  sunk  the  gunlmat  S<uota.  .1 

1  have  now  employed  the  Bell  boat  wreckers,  who  expect  to  get  hei 
up  in  a  few  days.  She  lies  aground  with  the  water  ]ust  lielow  tlw 
spar  deck;  she  is  08  miles  helow  New  Orleans. 

The  collision  occurred  at  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  which  is  the  o 
way  of  accounting  for  their  permitting  her  to  sink  with  such  i-apidity.  J 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D,  G.  Farkagut, 

Rear-  Adviirnl. 
Hon.  GiDEOK  Weixes, 

Sdcretnrij  of  the  Nfivy,  Wanhingtov. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  I  he  Xm-y  l<>  Rear-Adtnlrid  yarragut,  U.  S,m 
Na/py,  api^trtn'inij  the  ojMfmliuiui  tn  the  Misnisgipjd  SSvei: 

Navi-  Department,  Juiy  17,  1868. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  No.  117.  dated  the  3Uth  ultimo,  in  reference  to-^ 
your  operations  in  the  Mis-sissippi  andyourprojxjsed  future  operations.  4 
Your   views   are    correct    and    meet    with    the    approval   of    thai 
Department. 

Very  re.-ipeclfnlly,  etc., 

Gideon*  Welles, 

Sfliretory  of  Ih--  Niwy. 
>Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Fabraout, 

Cbmdg.    Western  Oulf  Bi'M^hidhuj  S,jmidron,  Xe^>r  ih-lennx. 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiiral  Fan*agut^  U.  S.  Na/vy^  to  Captain  Jenkins. 
U.  S.  Navy^  infonni/ng  him  of  the  transfer  to  Acting  Rear- Admiral 
Porter  of  the  command  of  the  Mississijypi  River, 

Flag-Stkamek  Tennessee, 
Wew  Orleans^  July  17^  1863. 

Dear  Captain:  I  sent  you  by  the  Winona  a  dispatch  for  Acting 
Rear-Admiral  Porter,  which  was  intended  to  turn  over  the  river  to  his 
surveillance,  as  directed  by  the  Department,  so  soon  as  circumstances 
w^ould  permit,  and  I  think  this  is  the  time. 

I  informed  him  that  I  should  keep  the  places  now  occupied  until  his 
vessels  arrived  to  take  their  places,  and  when  they  do  you  will  return, 
after  giving  the  oiticers  all  the  information  in  your  power,  and  report 
to  me  or  the  commanding  officer  at  New  Orleans.  1  send  you  a  copy 
of  the  letter. 

1  am  anxious  to  get  through  with  the  courts;  they  are  all  that 
detain  me.  There  are  two  or  three  to  be  tried  alone,  one  on  your 
ship,  I  believe,  and  one  on  one  of  the  mortar  boats.  Please  get  them 
all  down  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Arizona  has  not  yet  arrived,  and  I  am  becoming  very  uneasy 
about  that.  I  sent  three  or  four  days  ago  to  Berwick  Bay.  My 
dependence  was  on  the  Arizona — was  to  assist  her — but  I  fear,  as  Com- 
modore Palmer  says,  that  Upton  is  not  to  be  trusted  out  of  sight.  He 
appears  to  have  no  discretion.  A  steamer  that  came  from  Natchez 
says  she  saw  her  between  Natchez  and  Vicksburg,  and  the  St,  Ma/rrfs 
says  the  Arizona  was  down  Red  River,  so  I  suppose  she  is  on  her  way 
down.     I  now  send  him  a  peremptory  order  to  come  down  to  me. 

Will  you  try  and  procure  coal  from  the  upper  fleet  for  the  JSssex^  as 
coal  here  is  %i  a  barrel,  which  will  be  $60  per  ton?  If  it  comes  down 
for  sale  purchase  a  load. 

There  is  no  new  arrival  from  the  North.  I  hope  they  have  Lee, 
but  most  people  think  he  will  outwit  Meade  and  the  whole  countr}'. 

My  whole  fleet  is  in  the  machine  shop  and  the  Sciota  sunk  down  at 
the  Quarantine,  but  I  still  hope  to  save  her. 
Very  truly,  3^ours, 

D.  G.  Farbagut, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins. 


Rt'port  i)f  ( '(I pta'ui  GHUh^  U,  S,  Navy,  in  reference  to  the  capture  of  the 
steamers  James  Battle  a7id  William  Bagley^  July  17-18^  I86S, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Off  Mobile,  July  20, 1863, 

Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  capture*  of  two  blockade 
runners — steamers — from  Mobile;  they  escaped  close  in  under  the  land 
to  eastward  of  Swash  Channel  night  of  17th-18th  instant. 

This  ship  being  at  anchor  off  the  Swash,  Aroostook  and  Kennebec  at 
their  positions  to  the  eastward,  the}^  made  signal,   ''  St-eamer  running 

*See  iSeries  1,  vol.  17,  pp.  504-512. 


398  WEST    GULF    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 

out  this  pass,  standing  S.  H"  We  immediately  (about  1  o'clock  a.  m.^ 
got  uiiderwa}'  and  stood  in  chase.  At  daylight  overhauled  and  passea 
the  two  gunboats,  both  rebel  isteamers  in  sight. 

Continuing  the  chase,  a  third  steamer  was  discovered  ahead,  standing 
for  us,  after  which  she  changed  her  course  and  ran  for  the  chased 
Mteamer,  which  proved  to  be  tlie  Jamea  Battle^  with  600  or  more  bale*i 
of  (!otton,  etc.,  on  })oard;  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  U.  S.  S. 
Di'  ISoto.  I  told  Captain  Walker  we  had  chased  her  from  Mobile  Bar, 
and  would  send  to  Navy  Dejmrtmont  our  list  of  officers  and  crew, 
claiming  our  proper  proportion  of  prize  money,  and  directed  him  to 
send  prize  to  New  Orleans  for  adjudication  (Admiral  Farragut-s  order), 
there  being  no  district  judge  at  fcey  West;  learned  aftei*wards  he  sent 
her  to  Key  West. 

The  Osslpee  then  stood  to  the  eastward  to  intercept  the  steamer  I 
had  signalized  the  Kennehc  to  continue  in  chase  of.  At  sunset  the 
hull  of  said  steamer  was  in  sight  from  this  vessel.  We  gained  on  her, 
and  at  11  p.  m.  fired  our  forecastle  30-pounder  rifle  pivot  at  her.  She 
immediately  hove  to  and  showed  lights.  I  hailed  her  and  said  I  would 
send  a  boat  on  })oard. 

While  lowering  the  boat  to  send  prize  master  and  crew  to  receive 
papers,  etc.,  from  her  master,  the  /><?  >&>^<>,  Captain  Walker,  having 
followed  on  our  track,  had  overtaken  us  and  shpped  in  alongside  ol 
our  prize,  dropped  a  boat  in  the  darkness,  and  sent  Lieutenant-Com 
mander  Bradford  to  take  possession  of  her.  On  learning  this  I  hailed 
the  DeSoto^  saying  to  Captain  Walker,  ''The  prize  is  ours,"  after 
which  I  sent  an  officer  to  nim,  directing  the  master  of  the  steamer, 
with  his  papers,  sent  on  board  the  (hsipee  and  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Robert  F.  Bradford  returned  to  De  Soto  (I  having  prize  master 
and  crew  on  board  the  prize),  which  he  did  after  some  delay,  and  1 
received  letter  from  Captain  Walker,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies 
this;  as  also  copy  of  certificate  of  the  master  of  prize,  Charles  Frisk, 
which  shows  that  he  surrendered  to  the  vessel  hring  the  gun  at  him, 
the  only  gun  fired  at  the  time. 

The  two  prizes  are  said  to  be  the  most  valuable  which  were  in  or 
leaving  Mobile,  having  on  board  upward  of  1,300  bales  of  cotton;  also 
some  rosin. 

We  feel  much  here  the  want  of  speed  in  our  vessels  on  such 
occasions. 

I  can  not  account  for  Captain  Walker's  singular  conduct  in  connec- 
tion with  our  capture  of  the  William  Bagley,  I  report  circumstances 
to  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  and  send  steamer  to  New  Orleans  for  adju- 
dication; prisoners  north  first  opportunity. 

The  James  Battle  was  ciiptured  about  70  miles  S.  E.  from  our 
anchorage  off  Mobile;  the  Wzlliam  Bagley  176  miles  S!  34°  E.  from 
Mobile  bar. 

I  am,  sir,  \{sv\'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JnO.  p.  GlLLIS, 

(Japt.  and  Senior  Officer^  -Jd  Dlv,  Weatern  Gidf  Blkdij.  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nwoy^  Washirtjgtoiu  D.  il 

Upton,  on  prize  courts,  page  114,  Lord  Stowell  says:  ''  The  striking 
of  the  colors  is  to  be  deemed  the  real  dedltio;  the  act  of  formal 
submission  the  consummation  of  the  capture." 
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Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut^  U.  S.  Navy^  ireqardinij  the  coyidi- 

tion  of  the  veitse/s  of  his  commavd. 

No.  124. J  U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

Of  Xt-tr  (/rleann,  July  IS,  1863, 

Sir:  The  ships  are  all  so  cut  tx>  pieces  that  it  is  necessar}'  to  send 
them  home  for  repairs  preparatory  to  active  duty  outside  in  the  fall. 
I  shall  therefore  send  them  home  as  fast  as  they  can  be  spared.  The 
Hartfoi'd  I  shall  take  home,  as  she  ha.s  borne  my  flag  during  the  whole 
cruise  up  to  this  moment;  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  leave  her  above 
Port  Hudson.  She  is  much  cut  to  pieces,  and  I  feel  that  the  ship,  as 
well  as  those  who  have  so  gallantl}'  stood  by  her,  have  a  right  to  this 
considemtion,  as  1  doubt  if  there  ever  floated  a  ship  that  has  passed 
through  more  perils  and  come  out  so  well;  still,  she  is  unfit  for  service 
in  the  Atlantic  without  many  repairs. 

The  Richmond  is  in  similar  condition,  with  the  additional  disadvan- 
tage of  having  been  on  shore,  her  bottom  much  injured  by  worms,  and 
leaks  very  baaly.  The  Brooklyn  is  not  cut  to  piecas  so  badly  as  the 
rest,  but  she  wjis  rammed  by  the  Ma7ia>iiia8  and  has  an  awful  wound  in 
the  starl>oar(l  side,  which  should  be  repaired  before  the  fall  or  winter.  It 
is  covered  over,  and  thus  far  has  stood  very  well  through  the  spring 
and  summer.  Several  of  the  gunboats  should  go  home  to  be  docked, 
as  1  have  no  means  here,  and  I  am  compelled  to  keep  the  leaking  ves- 
sels in  the  river,  so  that  1  shall  soon  have  none  for  the  blockades.  I 
relieve  them  a^  fast  as  I  can,  and  I  think  it  most  prudent  to  send  the 
leaky  vessels  home  while  the  weather  is  mild.  I  regret  that  the  Depart- 
ment did  not  leave  it  to  me  to  send  the  (7wy/er  home  when  I  could  nave 
best  spared  her,  for,  although  she  had  lost  her  speed  very  much,  she 
was  still  one  of  the  fastest  boats  on  the  blockade  at  Mobile,  and  her 
withdrawal  umch  regretted  by  the  commanding  oflicer. 

But,  as  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  fighting  is  finished  in  the  river,  I 
will  be  able  to  send  some  of  our  boats  outside — that  is,  two  or  three  of 
them.     I  shall  send  a  list  of  my  stjuadron  as  at  present  disposed  of. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

D.  G.  Farraout, 

Rear- Admiral, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  th  Xavy, 


Report  if  LI eutcmnd' Commander  Adam^,,  U,  S,  JVavy^  cirmmand- 
ing*  U,  S\  shijJ  Vincennes,  reijardlmj  the  capture  of  the  harge  11, 
McGuin, 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 

Ship  Island,  July  18,  1863, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  barge  //.  McGnliK 
of  New  Orleans.     The  vessel  was  engaged  in  trading  with  the  enemy 
in  Bay  St.  Louis,  and  was  captured  bv  a  boat's  crew  from  this  ship 
and  a  boat's  crew  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Clifton, 
The  //.  McGuIn  will  be  sent  to  New  Orleans  for  trial. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams,  Jr., 
Lieutenant- Cnmniandrr^  Cnmnuinding  U,  S.  Ship  Vincennes. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washitigtwt,  I),  C. 
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lii'jwr/  iif  C  'aijtjiin-  Jenkltis,  U.  ti.  Nwey^  reyardht^  vinrnw  i"aiter»,m 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Port  Ilud^m,  Jnlij  IS,  1863—9  a. 
Admikal:  The  Arizona  was  in  sight  yesterday  morning  about  1 
a.  ui.,  us  I  reiKH'ted  I>y  the  Wimma.     Thi«  morning  at  about  8  ehe  v 
retwrted  [lassing,  and  I  hailed  and  orderd  hpr  to  anchor. 

1  liave  ordcrcS  Captain  t'pton  to  take  as  many  bomb  vesselK  as  fa 
I'an  {four,  if  possible)  in  tow  to  New  Orleans,  report  his  ttrri\'al  to  yw 
fthow  his  orders,  and  make  a  written  report  of  all  the  causen  i 
tion  above. 

The  Genejsce  returned  at  s  tiiis  inurning  from  Vicksburg  with  t 
eral  Bankw'  bearer  of   dispatches.     There  is  very   little   news  frc 
above. 

The  gunboat  J)e  Kolh  was  blown  up  and  sunk  recently  in  the  Ya: 
by  torpedoes;  no  one  nuich  hurt. 

About  tl,500  head  of  cattle  were  captured  by  our  troope  lately  a 
Natchez.     JohnBton  ia  reported  to  be  at  Jackson  with  30,lX)(t  r 
Sherman  surrounding  him  with  about  (fO.OOO  men. 

Newsfrom  theeastrenortnLeeat  Antietam  intrenched,  and  in  for* 
to  allow  his  sick,  wounaed,  and  plunder  to  croMS  the  Potomwi. 
news  is  only  one  day  later.  Our  troops  were  tighting  and  liarHssiai 
the  enemy  on  all  sides. 

Very  respectfully, 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Captain, 
Rear-Adniii-al  D.  G.  FAHaAOUT, 

Commandhi<j  Went  Gvlf  Bhfkiiiih'-'j  S/jnadmn. 


Report  (if  ('afdain  Ernv^ 
gahda^  , 


,  U.  S.  Navy^  vomnuindinti  U.  S.  S,  Mbtiai 
uy  furnished  to  Aj-^m.y  at  earner  Z&phyr. 

U.  S.  S.  MONONOAHELA, 

DmialdmrnvilU,  Mim.  \Iai.\  July  IS,  1863. 
Admiral:  Just  after  closing  my  dispatch*  to  you  on  yesterday  I  f  ur-^ 
ninhed  a  convoy  to  the  army  transport  steamer  Zf^/iyr,  upon  applica-l 
tion  of  one  of  General  Banks'  officers,  who  informed  me  that  one  ofS 
their  transports  had  been  fired  upon  Ijelow  here.     The  Princess  Roy 
has  since  returned  the  second  time,  seeing  only  one  squad  of  rebi 
and  receiving  no  shot. 

The  indications  are  that  the  rebels  are  falling  iMck  in  the  rear  of  thisl 
place.  ft 

I  asked  the  commander  of  the  Winona  to  tow  our  coal  bark  that  bad  J 
discharged  alongside  of  the  Esuex  to  New  Orleans,  and  ha\e  since  ask^.| 
the  iiuartermastT  here  to  allow  one  of  his  steamers  bound  down  t 
take  in  tow  the  mortar  wchooner  X^f,  and  1  send  you  this  dispatch  k 
her. 

1  am.  very  resp<'ctfully.  your  obedient  servant. 

Geo.  F.  Ehuons,  tkptain. 
Admiral  D.  G,  Fakraout, 

fhmnnrndiny  Wi«t  Ordf  Blockading  Squadron,  Jfetf  Or^^atw. 
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Letter  from,  Cwptam  Jenhhia^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Acting  Rear-AAmvral 
Porter^  U»  S,  Navy^  congratvlating  him  on  his  brilliant  sibccesaes. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Part  Hudson^  July  19,  1863. 

My  Dear  Porter:  I  send  3'ou  a  copy  of  a  dispatch*  from  Admiral 
Farragut  to  you,  dated  the  15th  instant.  I  also  enclose  a  request  for 
coal  for  the  Essex. 

I  have  written  to  the  commanding  officer  of  your  forces  at  or  near 
the  mouth  of  Red  River  on  the  subject  of  coal. 

I  congratulate  you  with  all  my  heart  upon  your  many  brilliant  suc- 
cesses smce  the  opening  [of  j  the  present  campaign,  and  among  all  of 
your  many  old  and  new  friends  there  is  no  one  who  more  sincerely 
rejoices  in  your  victories  than  I. 

I  consider  the  capture  (by  yourself,  with  a  small  force)  of  Grand 
Gulf  one  of  if  not  the  most  brilliant  affairs  of  the  war,  and  that  is 
saying  a  great  deal  when  we  all  remember  Arkansas  Post,  the  Yazoo 
and  ite  surroundings,  and  the  many  brilliant  essays  before  Vicksburg, 

I  trust  the  Government  will  not  be  tardy  in  bestowing  upon  you 
your  well-earned  and  richly  deserved  rewara. 
Very  faithfully  and  truly,  your  friend, 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins. 

Acting  Rcar-Admiml  D.  D.  Porter, 

Coinmandiny  Mississippi  Hquad/ron. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Fa/rragut,  U.  S.  Na/vy,  to  Captain  Jenkins^ 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Richmond,  to  proceed  to  New 
York. 

Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

Neio  OrUa/iis,  July  20, 1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Richmond  undeT  your  com- 
mand  to  New  York,  and  upon  your  arrival  report  in  writing  to  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  stating  that  you  require  extensive 
repairs  and  that  the  terms  of  enlistment  of  the  majority  of  your  crew 
have  expired  or  will  expire  in  August. 

You  will  report  your  arrival  in  person  to  the  commandant  of  the 
New  York  navy  yard. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins. 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Richmond. 


Letter  froia  the  Se<yretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Farra^gvt, 
U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  consular  information  regarding  suspidaas 
vessels. 

Navy  Department,  July  20, 1863. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  extracts  from  consular  dispatches  relative 
to  suspicious  vessels,  and  call  your  especial  attention  to  the  case  of  the 

*See  p.  393. 
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Sumter,  now  Oifmiltar,  which  vessel  should  be  t«,ptured  anywhei-e  a 
the  high  seae. 

very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  JVavij. 
Bear-Admiral  D.  G.  Fabbagut, 

Comdg.  Western  Gvlf  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orl^eann. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Master  Lcurmon,  O.  8. 1 
Navy,  commanding  if.  S.  S.  Granite  City,  to  proceed  to  duln/  in  tho  J 
Weetem  Gvlf  Squadnm.. 

Natt  Depabtment,  July  W,  1863. 
Sib:  As  soon  as  the  U.  8.  S.  Granite  City,  under  your  command,  ii. 
ready  for  aea,  proceed  with  her  with  all  practicable  dispatch  to  Nei^ 
Orleans  and  report  to  Rear-Admiral  Farmgut,  or  the  senior  con 
manding  officer  present,  for  duty  in  the  Western  Gulf  Blockadic 
Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Naey. 


Acting  Master  C.  W.  Lambon,  U.  S.  Navy 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Granite  City,  . 


'iy,  Nem  York. 


Orderof  the  Secretary  of  tlte.  N(i/vy  to  Acting  Master  Gresey,  JJ.L 

commanding  U.  S,  S.  Gertrude,  t^  proceed  fa  duty  in  the  West  6 
Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  July  '^0,  1 
Sib:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  S.  Gertrude,  under  vour  command,  is 
ready  for  sea,  proceed  with  her  with  all  practicable  dispatch  to  New 
Orleans  and  report  to  Rear-Aduiiral  Farragnt,  oi  the  senior  command- 
ing officer  present,  for  duty  in  the  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron^J 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  No/cy. 
Acting  Master  W.  K.  Ceessy,  U,  S.  Navy. 

Commanding  U.  S.  iS.  Gertrude,  New  York. 


Order  of  Commodore  Beli,  IK  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Clime,  U.  S,A 
Navy,  cimimandlng  U.  S.  S.  Antorui,  to  /troceed  to  blockade  dut^% 
behoeeti  tfie  Rio  Grande  and  Vetasco,  Tex.  ■ 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Gal'veston,  Jvly  20, 1863. 
Sill;  You  will  proceed  down  the  coast  of  Texas  ou  blockade  service, 
in  compliance  with  the  orders  given  you  by  Kear-Admiral  D.  G,  Far-  1 
ragut,  dated  July  13,  1S((3,  and  extend  your  cruising  from  the  Bio  1 
Grande  to  Velascw,  keeping  me  informed,  as  opportunities  occur,  of  the  1 
events  of  your  cruise. 
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You  ure  requested  to  use  your  coals  economically,  and,  when  in  wont 
of  a  supply,  you  will  come  to  this  auchora^  for  them. 
Very  rospectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Vommodi/re. 
Acting  Master  (Jhas.  T.  Chase, 

Coniii/anduit/  f'.  S,  S.  Aidi/tia,  off  GaieestuH. 


T^ttvr  from  the  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ortliiance  to  Rear- Admiral  Far- 
/•iifftit,  n.  S.  Navu,  regarding  tho  fvrwarditig  of  guns  for  the  um  of 
tlie  quaTtermastePs  d-epwrtment. 

Bukk.au  of  Ordnancb,  Navt  Department,  , 

Woshingt^ii  City,  July  W,  1863. 
Siu:  A  rptiiiisitiun  has  Ik'oii  nrnde  upon  thi^*  Bureau  by  the  War   ' 
Department  to  plaice  at  the  disposal  of  Colouel  Holabird,  chief  quar- 
teroiaster  of  the  Department  of  the  tiulf.  a  mimlier  of  boat  howitzers 
and  ammunition  to  enable  him  to  arm  steam  transports,  tugs,  and 
barges  in  the  service  of  his  department. 

To  this  end  the  Bureau  has  this  dav  directed  to  be  sent  to  you,  as 
soon  as  they  can  he  prepared,  10  rifled  12s,  10  wmooth  12s,  and  10 
24-pounder  howitzers,  witn  boat  carriages  and  ammunition,  and  desires 
that  you  cause  them  to  be  properly  mounted  on  board  such  craft  as 
the  quartermaster's  department  of  the  Gulf  may  designate. 

The  Bureau  also  authorizes  you  to  mount  on  board  the'^e  vessels 
any  other  guns  of  the  above  classes  that  can  Iw  spared  from  the  wants 
of  your  squadron,  and  directs  such  information  to  be  given  the  officers 
as  will  enable  tbeui  to  handle  the  guns  properly. 

I  am,  very  reepectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Wise, 
Aviing  Chief  of  Bureau. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Fabragut,  U,  S.  Navy. 

CfnnmanMiig  Weiftern  Ou/f  S'juadroii,  JVeto  (Means,  La,. 


Litter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  ^Vary  to  the  Secretary  of  Wwr  ragard- 
l/ifj  the  loan  ofgunnfor  the  quartermmter^s  departfiient. 

Navy  Dkpaktment,  July  ^i,  1S6S. 
Sir;  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  that  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  of  this  Department  has  directed  10 
12-pounder  rifles,  10  12-pounder  smoothbores,  and  ID  24-pounder 
howitzers,  with  tx>at  carriages,  equipment,  and  ammunition,  complete, 
to  be  prepared  and  sent  to  New  Orleans,  and  requested  Admiral  Far- 
ragut  to  nave  them  mounted  on  l>onrd  such  vessels  as  may  be  desig- 
natt>d  by  the  quartermaster's  department  of  the  Gulf;  giving  at  the 
same  time  all  necessary  information  relative  to  their  use.  These, 
together  with  guns  now  on  hand  at  New  Orleans,  will,  it  is  thought, 
meet  the  wants  of  the  quartermaster's  department. 
Very  respectfully. 

Gideon  Welles, 

H,-i:r.-tm;j  of  ihr  Socy. 
Hon.  K.  M.  Sta.ntun, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Order  of  Rear-Adintral  Farrmjni,,  U,  S,  Navy^  to  Captain  Jenkins^ 

U.  S\  Natry^  tv  j/rejfare  for  sea, 

U.  S.  Fla<}-Steamer  Tennessee, 

Of  Neio  ihleuns,  July  21,  1S66. 

Captain:  On  receipt  of  thin,  3'ou  will  come  down  to  New  Orleans 
preparatoiy  to  going  to  sea.     You  will  give  Captain  Emmons  all  the 
information  in  relation  to  the  localities,  and  then  leave  him  in  charge 
of  Port  Hudson,  its  vicinity,  and  the  river  down  to  New  Orleans. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Fakragut^ 

Rear'Admfivral. 

Captain  Thornton  A.  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Navv, 

Cmnnianding  U,  S.  S,  Rwhitumd. 


Order  of  Ttear-Adiniral  Farragut,^  IL  S,  Navy,  in  Actbuj  Chief 
EiwiTieer  Cameron,  IL  Hi.  Navy,  for  the  repair  of  the  engifien  and 
boilers  of  t/ie  U,  aS.  fS.  Perufoco/a. 

Navy  Department,  July  22, 1863. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  10th  instant  has  been  received. 
Have  the  engines  and  boilers  of  the  Peusacola  put  in  the  best  order 
vou  can,  and,  after  a  trial  of  them,  return  north  and  report  your  arrival 
oy  letter  to  the  Department. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nany, 

Acting  Chief  Engineer  Robert  Cameron,  U.  S.  Navy, 

New  Orleans, 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farra^gut,  IL  S,  Navy,  to  Commodore  Morris^ 
U,  S.  Navy,  to  assume  temporary  command  in  the  Mississippi  River, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Tennessee, 

Neio  Orleans,  July  22,  1863, 

Commodore:  I  shall  leave  this  port  to  be  absent  a  short  time,  and 
upon  you  will  devolve  the  care  of  the  river  and  the  command  of  the 
naval  forces  until  you  or  I  are  notified  that  acting  Rear- Admiral  Porter 
has  received  my  dispatch  turning  over  the  surveillance  of  the  Missis- 
sippi from  New  Orleans  up  to  its  loyal  districts. 

1  sent  him  the  dispatch  some  time  ago,  notifying  him  where  I  had 
cruisers  stationed,  and  requesting  him  to  have  them  relieved  by  some 
of  his  fleet.  As  soon  as  that  is  done  you  will  send  the  vessels  so 
relieved  outside  as  fast  as  you  can  spare  them,  both  for  the  benefit  of 
the  health  of  their  crews  and  to  add  to  the  blockading  force. 

There  is,  as  you  are  aware,  an  expedition  going  on  against  lierwick 
Bay.  When  that  is  ended  you  will  restore  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant Wiggin  to  the  command  of  the  Te7}n^ssae,  Should  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Cooke  and  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Tpton  be 
acquitted,  they  may  also  be  restored  to  their  commands. 


wStf'(!Sp 


BLOOKADIHG  SQUAl 


As  soon  as  the  new  steamer  (.'oinm'Hhre  is  wmpleted  slia  is  to  be  went  j 
into  Lake  FonUliartrain.  Tim  JIollyhiH-k.  and  Idn.  are  to  he  kept  here 
ii«  tui^,  or  aent  to  Pensacola,  as  they  may  be  retjuired.  The  Lkdlunm 
may  be  useful  in  MJsflisttippi  Sound.  Owing  to  the  leaky  condition  of 
the  Itaeca  and  Winmm  and  the  defectiveness  of  the  Kinw^  I  think  they 
liad  better  be  kept  in  the  river  until  it  is  ascertained  that  the^  can  Ik; 
docked  at  Cairo  or  St.  Louis,  when  you  had  better  send  the  Wi-mma  up 
to  try  the  pxperiment.  The  Princess  Royal  should  l»e  sent  down  the 
tioast  of  Texas  to  relieve  some  of  the  vessels  there  for  repairK. 

The  Monongakela  uhould  be  sent  to  Mobile  as  soon  as  she  can  be 
spared  from  tne  river.  The  Rk-kinnnd  I  shall  send  home,  in  conse- 
quence of  her  leaky  state  and  the  unhealthy  condition  of  the  i^rew, 
whose  times  are  daily  ejcpiriny. 

1  desire  that  the  macbineiy  ue  sent  to  Ship  Island  as  soon  as  the  fleet 
engineer  reports  it  ready.     You  can  send  the  Spt)rt«man  around  to   ' 
Pensacola. 

I  think  now  the  supply  of  coal  and  stores  should  be  sent  principally 
to  Pensacola,  but  this  la  the  most  convenient  point  for  the  Texas  blocli- 
ade.  1  shall  so  state  to  the  Department,  but  you  will,  of  course,  be 
governed  in  all  these  things  by  circumstances. 

I  speak  of  things  ns  they  now  are. 

Should  your  health  fail,  and  you  desire  to  go  home  in  consequence 
thereof,  you  will  send  down  for  Commodore  Bell,  or  the  next  in  i-ank 
to  yourself,  and  deliver  over  to  him  the  command  of  the  squadron. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly,  youi's, 

D.  G.  Fareaout, 

Mcfir-AdiniriL 

CoininiMiore  Henky  W.  Morris, 

Oiminundiny  U.  S.  Steam  Shx-p  I'emwuhi. 


Rettinft  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Atlams,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  j 

?/^  A',  xhip  Vincenneg,  urging  Hienei'd  of  men,  for  mici^eiiiitfHl  ii^ieratioM-  j 

in  Mimi^ppi  Soitna. 

II.  S.  Ship  Vincennes. 

Ship  Mmtd,  July  S2,  1863. 

Sib:  On  the  2i>th  in.itant  1  forwarded  a  requisition  for  ^:2  men  for 
this  ship.  I  wish  to  cull  your  attention  to  it,  as  I  iim  very  much  in 
need  of  the  men  for  the  following  I'easons: 

The  enemy  some  weeks  ago  titt«d  out  two  launches  and  commenced 
cruising  in  the  [Mississippi]  Sound.  Kver  since  this  came  to  ray 
knowledge  I  have  used  every  effort  to  capture  said  launches.  1  have 
sent  boat  expeditions,  I  have  disguised  a  schooner  {Emina]  loaded  with 
men  and  tried  to  decoy  the  enemy,  but  all  without  success.  I  have  a 
li^ht-draft  schooner  which  I  keep  searching  for  the  rebel  vessels,  but 
with  my  very  short  crew  1  can  not  spai-e  enough  men  to  man  her  pi-op- 
erlj'.  1  do  not  ask  for  any  vessels,  Imt,  sir,  1  beg  you  to  give  me  the 
men,  I  will  find  vessels  and  arm  them,  and  will  then  be  able  to  keep 
the  shoal  waters  of  the  sound  as  much  under  my  control  as  I  have  the 
channel  now. 

1  have  news  that  the  enemy  have  burned  a  number  of  schooners  and 
small  vessels:  also,  that  the}'  are  fitting  out  a  schooner  for  the  purpose 
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of  capturing  my  .small  cruiser.  I  hope  they  will  try  it,  and  give  my 
men  a  chance,  for  as  yet  wo  have  onlv  been  able  to  see  them  when 
lying  in  rivers  out  of  reach  of  guns. 

Very  respex^tfuily,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams,  Jr., 
Lieutenant'  Coynmmu1e)\  U.  S.  Nm^y^ 

Ci>mmandlh(j  U,  S.  Shy}V77i<*e7i7i^s. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraout,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Co)tnnmulin(j  Wexterfi  Gnlf  Blockading  Squadron. 


liejHtrf  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Adams^  U.  S.  Navy^  requesting  to  }>e 
notified,  of  the  granting  ({f  j}ames  to  trading  vemeh. 

IT.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 

Ship  Mind,  July  22,  186.i. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  schooners  Medora  and 
Uitifrn  have  passed  here,  bound  into  Pascagoula  for  cotton  or  produce. 
I^th  vessels  had  passes  signed  by  the  military  authorities  and  3^our- 
self.  Though  I  had  no  intimation  of  any  such  vessels  having  a  per- 
mit to  come  into  the  sound,  I  allowed  them  to  ptiss  for  the  reason  that 
I  recognized  your  signature.  May  1  ask  you  to  giv«  me  notice  when 
you  grant  any  such  passes.  I  ask  because  I  think  such  a  pass  might 
l)e  forced  without  difficulty. 

V  ery  respectfully,  your  o})edient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams.  Jr., 
Lieutenant'  Commander,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commandina  V.  S. 

Naval  Forces,  Ship  Island  and  Mississi/pjn  Sound. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  (i.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Iilochidi7ig  Squndiym. 


(hder  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut.  U.  S,  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Watsmi, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  rejyortjor  duty  as  fiag-Ueuteimnt. 

FiJko- Steamer  Tennessee, 
Neu)  Orleans,  July  22,  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  duty  on  board  the  U.  S.  steam 
sloop  Hartford,  and  you  will  report  to  me  for  duty  on  my  staff  as 
flag-lieutenant. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  (t.  Farragut, 

Rear' Admiral. 
Lieutenant  John  C.  Watson, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ilartford. 


Rejwrt  of  Lieutenant' Commander  Madigan,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
captu?*e  and  destructitm  of  the  schootiei*  Retrenge,  of  Nem  Orleans. 

U.  S.  Steam  Gunboat  Owasco, 

Sahine  Pass,  July  ££,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterdav  I  sent  in  to  CSalca- 
sieu  two  lx)ats  from  this  vessel  and  two  from  the  Cayuga  to  reoon- 
noiter  in  regard  to  what  appears  to  Y»e  small  vessels  at  anchor  up  near 
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the  lake;  the  result  was  the  capture  of  ii  schooner  of  aboat  20  tons 
(the  Riweng(\  of  New  Orleans).  She  bein^  several  miles  from  the  bar, 
and  aground,  it  was  determined  to  destoy  her  by  scuttling.  Her  cargo 
consisted  of  18  hogsheads  of  sugar,  200  hides,  and  a  small  quantity  of 
mineral  salt.  The  boats,  having  destroyed  the  schooner  and  cargo, 
returned  without  accident  or  resistance,  leaving  the  inhabitants  of  that 
vicinity  undisturbed. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Madigan,  Jr., 
Lieutenant' Commander^  Cmndg,  U.  S.  S,  (hvanco^  Sabine  Pass, 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Western  Division  G^df  Squadron, 


Report  of  Cmnmodore  Bell^  U,  S.  Navy^  giving  the  location  of  vessels 

on  the  Texas  blockade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  Jxdy  ^S,  1863. 

Sir:  The  screw  Antona^  commanded  by  Acting  Master  C.  T.  Chase, 
reported  on  the  18th  instant  for  blockade  service  on  the  coast  of  Texas, 
and  on  the  20th  she  left  here  in  compliance  with  your  orders  of  the 
13th  instant. 

The  Brooklyn,  BietwiUe^  and  Katahdin  are  off  this  port,  the  Owasco 
and  Cayuga  off  Sabine.,  and  bark  W.  G.  Anderson  off  Aransas  and 
Lavaca. 

The  Neio  London,  Rosea,  and  Sciota  have  been  sent  to  New  Orleans 
for  repairs,  as  reported. 

The  terms  of  service  of  20  men  of  the  Brooklyn  have  expired  this 
month,  and  1  shall  send  them  north  by  the  first  opportunity  to  be 
discharged. 

The  service  of  29  more  will  expire  in  the  course  of  August. 

1  regretto  observe  that  there  are  several  cases  of  scurvy  occurring 
on  board  the  Brooklyn  and  other  vessels  of  this  blockade.     Supplies  of 
fr^h  provisions  and  vegetables  are  much  wanted. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Cmnmodore, 

Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  Western  Gvlf  Blkdg.  Sqivadron,  Nefio  Orleans,  La, 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  appearance  of 

the  Confederate  ram.  Diana  off  Pelican  Spit, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  July  ^3,  1863. 

Admiral:  About  5: 30  a.  m.  of  the  20th  the  rebel  ram  Diana  stood 
out  from  Pelican  Spit,  a  short  distance  toward  the  light-house,  fired  a 
gun,  and  sent  off  a  boat  which  was  reported  flying  a  white  nag,  and 
three  or  four  shots  were  fired  at  long  range  from  Fort  Point.  The 
white  flag  proved  to  be  a  man  dressed  in  white  standing  in  the  stern 
sheets.    The  Bienville  being  the  nearest  vessel,  got  underway  and 
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of  capturing  my  small  cruiser.  I  hope  they  will  try  it,  and  give  my 
men  a  chance,  for  as  vet  we  have  onlv  been  able  to  see  them  when 
lying  in  rivers  out  of  reach  of  guns. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams,  Jr., 
Lieutennnt'  Commander^  U,  S.  Navy^ 

Commanding  V.  S.  ShipVin^^wt-x. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  WcHteni  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 


lit-jforf  of  Lieutenant-  Commander  Adams^  U,  S,  JVavi/^  reqv£sti.ng  to  Ipe 
notified  of  the  granting  of  pame^  to  trading  vesneh, 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 

Ship  Mind,  July  22,  186't 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  schooners  Jiedora  and 
Union  have  passed  here,  bound  into  Pascagoula  for  cotton  or  produce. 
lk)th  vessels  had  passes  signed  by  the  military  authorities  and  your- 
self. Though  1  had  no  intimation  of  any  such  vessels  having  a  per- 
mit to  come  into  the  sound,  I  allowed  them  to  pass  for  the  reason  that 
1  recognized  your  signature.  May  1  ask  you  to  giv«  me  notice  when 
you  grant  any  such  passes.  I  ask  because  I  think  such  a  pass  might 
lie  forced  without  difficulty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams,  Jr., 
Lieutenant' Commander,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  U.  S. 

Naval  Forces,  Ship  Lal^na  and  Mississippi  Sound. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  (i.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  if  Rear- Admiral.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Watson, 
U.  S,  Nai^y,  to  report  for  duty  as  jiag-Ueutena/nt. 

FijkG*  Steamer  Tennessee, 
Neu)  Orleans,  July  ^,  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  duty  on  board  the  U.  S.  steam 
sloop  Hartfyrd,  and  you  will  report  to  me  for  duty  on  my  staff  as 
flag-lieutenant. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rea/r-AdmiraL 
Lieutenant  John  C.  Watson, 

U.  S,  St^am  Sloop  Hartford. 


Rejxrrt  of  Lieutenant- CommandArr  Mad igan,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
capture  and  destruction  of  the  schormer  Revenge,  of  New  (Msans. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Gunboat  Owasoo, 

Saline  Pass,  July  «?,  186S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterdav  I  sent  in  to  Oalca- 
sieu  two  )x)ats  from  this  vessel  and  two  from  the  Cayuga  to  recon- 
noiter  in  regard  to  what  appears  to  1>e  small  vessels  at  andior  up  near 
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the  lake;  the  result  was  the  capture  of  a  schooner  of  about  20  tons 
(the  RciJenge^  of  New  Orleans).  She  bein^  several  miles  from  the  bar, 
and  aground,  it  was  determined  to  destoy  her  by  scuttling.  Her  cargo 
consisted  of  18  hogsheads  of  sugar,  200  hides,  and  a  small  quantity  of 
mineral  salt.  The  boats,  having  destroyed  the  schooner  and  cargo, 
returned  without  accident  or  resistance,  leaving  the  inhabitants  of  that 
vicinity  undisturbed. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Madigan,  Jr., 
Lieutenant-  Commander^  Corndg,  U.  S,  S.  Owa^co^  ^Sabine  Paas. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraout,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Western  Ditrimm  Gulf  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell^  U.  IS.  jVavi/^  giving  t/ie  Ii)cation  of  vessels 

on  the  Texas  hlockade, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  July  2J,  1863. 

Sir:  The  screw  Antona^  commande<l  by  Acting  Master  C.  T.  Chase, 
reported  on  the  18th  instant  for  blockade  service  on  the  coast  of  Texas, 
and  on  the  20th  she  left  here  in  compliance  with  your  orders  of  the 
13th  instant. 

The  Brooklyn,  BietwiUe^  and  Katahdin  are  off  this  pK)rt,  the  Owasco 
and  Cayuga  off  Sabine,  and  bark  W.  G.  Anderson  off  Aransas  and 
Lavacii. 

The  New  London,  Itasca,  and  Sciota  have  been  sent  to  New  Orleans 
for  repairs,  as  reported. 

The  terms  of  service  of  20  men  of  the  Brooklyn  have  expired  this 
month,  and  I  shall  send  them  north  by  the  first  opportunity  to  be 
discharged. 

The  service  of  29  more  will  expire  in  the  course  of  August. 

1  regretto  observe  that  there  are  several  cases  of  scurvy  occurring 
on  board  the  Brooklyn  and  other  vessels  of  this  blockade.     Supplies  of 
fr^h  provisions  and  vegetables  are  much  wanted. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Cfnndg.  Western  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadrmi,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  appearance  of 

ths  Co7}federate  ram  Diana  off  Pelican  Spit. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  July  £3, 1863. 

Admiral:  About  5: 30  a.  m.  of  the  20th  the  rebel  ram  Diana  stood 
out  from  Pelican  Spit,  a  short  distance  toward  the  light-house,  fired  a 
gun,  and  sent  off  a  boat  which  was  reported  flying  a  white  nag,  and 
three  or  four  shots  were  fired  at  long  range  from  Fort  Point.  The 
white  flag  proved  to  be  a  man  dressed  in  white  standing  in  the  stern 
sheets.    The  Bienville  being  the  nearest  vessel,  got  underway  and 
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of  capturing  my  small  cruiser.  1  hope  they  will  try  it,  and  give  my 
men  a  chance,  for  as  yet  we  have  onlv  been  able  to  see  them  when 
lying  in  rivers  out  of  reach  of  guns. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams,  Jr., 
Lisutenant'  Comnia/nrle)\  U.  S,  Navy^ 

Cmnmandihg  U,  S.  ShipVlnee7w*'i<. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

CoiinnandingWeHteni  Gulf  Blockading  Stjua/h^fyn, 


lit'}xtri  of  Lieutenant' Commander  Adams^  U,  S.  Navy^  requesting  to  he 
notified  of  the  granting  of  pannes  to  trading  vessels. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 

Ship  Island,  July  22,  186S. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  schooners  Medora  and 
Union  have  passed  here,  bound  mto  Pascagoula  for  cotton  or  produce. 
Both  vessels  had  passes  signed  by  the  military  authorities  and  your- 
self. Though  I  had  no  intimation  of  any  such  vessels  having  a  per- 
mit to  come  into  the  sound,  I  allowed  them  to  pass  for  the  reasoo  that 
I  recognized  your  signature.  May  I  ask  you  to  giv«  me  notice  when 
you  grant  any  such  passes.  I  ask  because  I  think  such  a  pass  might 
be  forged  without  difficulty. 

V  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams,  Jr., 
Lieut^iant'  Commander,  U,  S.  Navy,  Com>manaing  tl.  S. 

Naval  Forces,  Ship  Mama  and  Mis^is^vppi  Sound, 

Rear-Admiml  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comma n ding  Western  &ulf  Blockading  Squadron . 


(hder  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  IL  S,  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Watson, 
U.  S.  Nai^y,  to  report  for  duty  as  jtaq-Uevienant. 

Flag- Steamer  Tennessee, 
NeiP  Orleans,  Juh/  22,  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  duty  on  board  the  U.  S.  steam 
sloop  Hartford,  and  you  will  report  to  me  for  duty  on  my  staff  as 
flag-lieutenant. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-AdmiraL 
Lieutenant  John  C.  Watson, 

U.  S,  Steam  Sloop  Hartford. 


Report  of  Lieuteimnt- Commander  Madigan,  U.  8.  Na/vy,  regarding  the 
capture  and  desti^uction  of  the  schooner  Revenge,  of  Nefio  Orleans. 

U.  S.  Steam  Gunboat  Owasoo, 

SaUne  Pass,  July  «?,  186S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  3'esterday  I  sent  in  to  Calca- 
sieu two  boats  from  this  vessel  and  two  from  the  Cayuga  to  recon- 
noiter  in  regard  to  what  appears  to  1)e  small  vessels  at  andior  up  near 
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the  lake;  the  result  was  the  capture  of  ii  schooner  of  about  20  tons 
(the  Revenge^  of  New  Orleans).  She  beinjr  several  miles  from  the  bar, 
and  aground,  it  was  determined  to  destoy  her  by  scuttling.  Her  cargo 
consisted  of  18  hogsheads  of  sugar,  200  hides,  and  a  small  quantity  of 
mineral  salt.  The  boats,  having  destroyed  the  schooner  and  cai^o, 
returned  without  accident  or  resistance,  leaving  the  inhabitants  of  that 
vicinity  undisturbed. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Madigan,  Jr., 
Lieutenant- Commander^  Coindg.  L\  S.  S.  (hcaaeo^  Sabine  Pass. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding   Western  Diinsion  GuJjf  Squadron, 


Repttrt  of  Commmlore  Bdl^  U.  S.  jVari/^  giving  f/i^  locatioji  of  vessds 

on  the  Texas  hfockade, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Of  Galveston^  July  23,  1863. 

Sir:  The  screw  Antona^  commanded  by  Acting  Master  C.  T.  Chase, 
reported  on  the  18th  instant  for  blockade  service  on  the  coast  of  Texas, 
and  on  the  20th  she  left  here  in  compliance  with  your  orders  of  the 
13th  instant 

The  Brooklyn,  BieiivtUe,  and  Katahdin  are  off  this  pK)rt,  the  Owasco 
and  Cayuga  off  Sabine,  and  bark  TT.  G.  Anderson  off  Aransas  and 
Lavaca. 

The  Neio  London,  Itasca,  and  Sciota  have  been  sent  to  New  Orleans 
for  repairs,  as  reported. 

The  terms  of  service  of  20  men  of  the  Brooklyn  have  expired  this 
month,  and  I  shall  send  them  north  by  the  first  opportunity  to  be 
discharged. 

The  service  of  29  more  will  expire  in  the  course  of  August. 

I  regretto  observe  that  there  are  several  cases  of  scurvy  occurring 
on  board  the  Brooklyn  and  other  vessels  of  this  blockade.     Supplies  of 
fr^h  provisions  and  vegetables  are  much  wanted. 
VerA'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squadron^  Neit  Orleans,  Iji. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Xavy,  regarding  the  appearance  of 

the  Confederate  rata  Diana  off  Pelican  Spit. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  July  23, 1863. 

Admiral:  About  5: 30  a.  m.  of  the  20th  the  rebel  ram  Diana  stood 
out  from  Pelican  Spit,  a  short  distance  toward  the  light-house,  fired  a 
gun,  and  sent  off  a  boat  which  was  reported  flying  a  white  nag,  and 
three  or  four  shots  were  fired  at  long  range  from  Fort  Point.  The 
white  flag  proved  to  be  a  man  dreased  in  white  standing  in  the  stem 
sheets.    The  Bienville  being  the  nearest  vessel,  got  underway  and 
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of  capturing  my  miiiiiII  cruiwiT.     I  liuju-  llic 
rhaiifp,  for  iiji  yet  we  hiive  only  be 


ill  try  it,  «.,<)  t-iv 

lying  in  rivers  out  of  rpach  of  gims. 

Very  reapfwtfully.  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  AuAMS,  Jr., 

C'lihiin'imiing  V.  S.  Ski^Vincmn^H 
IWr-AiluiimI  D.  (}.  FARRAtiUT,  V.  S.  Navj. 

('oiiniutiuihig  Wederii  &ul/  Jilockading  Sytiaefroji. 


Rfjmrt  of  Lieutenmit-  Commnnder  Aiiam«,  U.  S.  JVavi/,  reqiiesting  to  j 
iiotlfril  I'ftlif  t/ntiitini/  •ifji.iMK''/'  t/i  fraiJing  rcf^eh.  ' 

U.  S,  Ship  Vincennes, 

-S7,i>  hhinii,  July  SiS,  1863.  ' 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  schoonei-s  Medora  antf 
Vnimi^  have  passed  here,  bound  intoPascaguula  for  cotton  or  produce. 
Both  vesaelw  had  pair's  signed  by  the  iniritary  authorities  and  your- 
stilf.  Though  I  had  no  intimation  of  any  sii(;h  versisels  having  a  per- 
mit to  come  into  the  Mound,  1  allowed  them  to  puss  for  the  reason  that 
I  recognized  your  eignatuie.  May  I  ask  you  to  give  me  notice  when 
TOii  grant  any  such  passes.  I  asli  l>ecause  I  think  such  a  pass  might 
be  forged  without  difficulty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams,  Jr., 
Lieutenant-  Commander,  U.  S.  Nam/.  Communding  U.  S. 

Naval  FareeH,  Ship  Island  and  Misaitatppi  Sound.  1 
Rear -Admiral  D.  G.  Fabraout,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

Gomnmntlint/Wentem  Gvlf  Bl'/ckaaiiuj  Squadron, 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Farragut.  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  W^ft* 
U.  S.  Navy,  tn  rfjtortfm'  duty  a«  jlag-Ueiitenant. 

Fijig-Steamek  Tennessee, 
New  <h-l€an8,  July  SS,  ISi 
Sir;  You  are  herel)y  detached  from  duty  on  board  the  U.  S.  s 
sloop  Hartford,  and  you  will  report  to  me  for  duty  on  my  staff  I 
flag-lieiit«n&nt. 

Verv  respectfully, 

1>.  G.  Farrago 

Rear- Admiral. 
Lieutenant  John  C.  Watson, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloo/>  HaHftrrd. 


Report  of  Lieut^enaiitC'ommuiid^-  Modlgan,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  £  , 
oapinre  and  d-estruction  of  the  schoimrr  Revenge,  of  New  fJrleatuu  ' 
U.  S.  Steam  Gunboat  Owasco, 

Sahine  Faj<s,  July  S3,  1863. 
Sir:  J  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  I  sent  in  to  CatoAi^ 
sieu  two  boats  from  this  vessel  and  two  fmni  the  Cayuga  to  recoi 
noiter  in  regard  to  what  appears  to  Ire  small  vessels  at  anchor  up  nei 


the  luke;  the  r&siilt   was  the  rapture  of  si  schooner  of  about  2 
(the  Hi-ve/iy,,  of  New  Orleans).     She  lK>iiig  aevoral  uiilesfrom  the  bar,  I 
and  aground,  it  was  determined  to  destoy  tier  by  scuttling.     Her  cargo 
consisted  of  IS  hogsheads  of  sugar,  200  hides,  and  a  small  (juantity  of 
mineral  salt.     The  boats,  having  destroyed  the  schooner  and  cargo, 
returned  without  accident  or  resistance,  leaving  the  inhabitants  of  that  ■ 
vicinity  undisturbed, 

I  am,  lewpectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Madigan.  Jr., 
Lieutenant- Commander,  Comdif.   U.  S.  S.  Owanco^  iSn/nne  fam. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraijut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Oir>nmanding   Western  D^hnsioti  GiiJf  Sqiuidrmi. 


Refnivt  iif  Comin 


vloV'j  Bell,   U.  S.  ^'<iry,  t/ivlni/  fJf  htfati'in  ofr< 


U.  S.  lSteam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

<fjf'  Galvestan,  Jidy  Si3,  1863. 
Sm;  The  screw  Antona,  commanded  by  Acting  Master  C.  T.  Chase,  1 
reported  on  the  ISth  instant  for  blockade  service  on  the  coast  of  Texas,  1 
and  on  the  20th  she  left  here  in  compliance  with  your  orders  of  the  I 
13th  instant. 

The  Brooklyyt,  Bieivoille,  and  Katalidin  are  off  this  port,  the  (Mvasco  I 
and  Cayuga  off  Sabine,  and  bark  IF.  G.  And^»oit  off  Aransas  and  | 
Ijavaca. 

The  New  Lond/m,  Itaaci,  and  S<.Hota  have  been  sent  to  New  Orleans  j 
for  repairs,  as  reported. 

The  terms  of  sei-vice  of  20  men  of  tlie  Brooklyn  have  expired  this  j 

month,  and  I  shall  send  them  north  by  the  first  opportunity  to  be  J 

discharged. 

The  service  of  29  more  will  expire  in  the  course  of  August. 

I  regretto  observe  that  there  are  several  cases  of  scurvy  occurriiiB  I 

on  hoard  the  Brooklyn  and  other  vessels  of  this  blockade.     Supplies  of  J 

fresh  provisions  and  vegetables  are  much  wanted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  -servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Ccntmodore. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farhaoct, 

Comdg,  Western,  Gulf  Blkdg.  Sqvadnyn,  Ne^e  OrUnnn,  La. 


Reqxrrt  of 


Commodore  BeU,  U.  &.  Navy,  regar-dvng  thif  appeOT-ance  ofi 
the  Cimfedej'ate  ram-  Dimia  off  Pelican  Spit. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brookltn, 

Off'  Galveston,  July  S3, 186S. 
Admiral:  Alwut  5: 30  a.  m.  of  the  20th  the  rebel  ram  Diana  stood 
out  from  Pelican  Spit,  a  short  distance  toward  the  light-hotise,  iired  a 
gun,  and  sent  off  a  boat  which  was  reported  flying  a  white  flag,  and 
three  or  four  shots  were  fired  at  long  range  from  Fort  Point.  The 
white  flag  proved  to  be  a  man  dressed  in  white  standing  in  the  stern 
sheets.    The  Bienville  being  the  nearest  vessel,  got  underway  and 


I 


Btood  into  Iti  feet  water  and  tired  four  shots  at  the  raiu,  all  of  tb< 
falling  short.  It  turned  out  that  they  were  in  pursuit  of  a  boat  wi 
five  men  who  were  trying  to  escape,  and  whom  they  recaptured  Iwfoi 
we  could  assist  them. 

At  noon  the  same  day  they  sent  out  a  boat  with  Major  Watkina, 
under  flag  of  truce,  whion  was  met  at  the  beacon  by  Lieutenant  A.  N, 
Mitchell,  who  received  from  Major  Watkins  one  letter*  {copy  marked 
No.  1),  addressed  to  myself,  which  I  have  not  answered,  ana  also  one 
open  letter  for  A.  Piaget,  consul  of  Switzerland  at  New  Orleans,  here- 
with enclosed.  Major  Watkins  offered  a  package  of  letters  which  he 
said  were  mostly  from  United  States  prisoners,  some  of  them  being 
from  citizens  of  Texas.  But  Lieutenant  Mitchell  declined,  under  my 
instructions,  to  receive  any  other  than  official  letters. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  BEii, 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraqct, 

Ortmdff.  West  Oulf  Blkdg.  Squadron,  Nein  {hleann.  La. 


Order  of  Captain   Emmons,   U.  S.  Navy^  to  Commander  Taumi 
U.  S.  Nwvy,  up<»i  the  withdrawal  of  the  Jm^ner  from   Donald* 
viUe. 

U.  S.  S.  MONONOAHELA, 

DonaldsonviUe,  July  SS,  1863. 
Sir:  I  am  ordered  to  relieve  the  Richmond^  Captain  Jenkins,  at 
Port  Hudson,  and  for  the  present  look  to  you  for  the  protection  of 
this  place  and  points  on  the  river  below. 

I  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  whenever  there  is  anything  of  int<^i 
est  to  comnmnicate.. 

1  have  tilled  up  your  requisitions  for  provisions  for  three  weeki^ 
and  before  the  expiration  or  this  time  expect  to  receive  further  ordei 
in  regard  to  the  Eseex. 

Until  you  receive  more  coal,  or  there  is  a  necessity.  I  would  adv 
you  to  be  sparing  as  possible  of  the  little  left. 
1  shall  order  tlie  iWncuss  Royal  up  the  river. 
I  learn  that  the  ^nboats  have  again  captui-ed  Braahear.  and  I  lio] 
our  army  will  now  be  able  to  bold  on  to  it. 
Truly  and  respectfully, 

Geo,  F.  Ehuons. 
Captain,  Commanding  IHvlnlini  hi.  MMitlmippi  Rtvfr. 
Commander  Kobekt  Townsesd, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Inmclad,  hjiKfj-.  Doiinld/unri'-Uli: 


■yre.    ^^H 


Report  of  Captain  Emmom,  U.  S,  Navy,  commanding  U.  S. 
MonongaJi^,  ivgarding  the  need  of  ivntl,  and  referring  f(>  the  o 
ing  of  commu?iicati/m  with  Berwi^h. 

U.  S,  S.  MONONGAHEr.A, 

Jfississippi  River,  July  S3,  186S. 
ADinRAL:  I  received  your  order  by  the  Winona.     1  am  on  my  wiq 
up  to  relieve  the  Richimiui. 


1  leave  Ensex  with  but  little  coal,  Imvin^r  mipplied  hev  with  what  she  1 
was  short  of,  three  weeks"  provisions.  I 

I  should  be  fflad  to  know  what  final  dispoi^itioii  to  make  of  ht-r,  should  \ 
this  period  expire  before  being  relieved  from  above. 

The  Prineess  Hoyal  ia  also  abort  of  coal  (25  tons  on  board),  and  I  | 
will  take  her  up  with  me,  in  hopes  of  getting  wome  from  the  JUih-  I 
iiiotid.  1  know  of  no  other  opportunity  nuleas  it  is  sent  from  alK>ve  ] 
Port  Hudson  or  from  below. 

I  have  Commander  Read's  effects  all  boxed  up,  and  as  it  was  hie 
dying  request  that  his  steward  (who  came  out  with  him  from  Phila- 
delphia in  1861)  should  accxmipany  them  home  to  his  wife,  1  will,  with 
your  permission,  discharge  and  send  him  down  to  New  Orleans  by  the 
first  favorable  opportunity  for  a  passage  to  the  United  States*. 

The  enclosed  communication  was  sent  off  to  me  last  night  by  Gen-  i 
eral  Weitzel,  with  a  mei^sage  that  Berwick  was  again  in  our  possession,  1 
and  communication  open  between  here  and  there.     I  hope  the  army  ] 
will  hold  on  to  it  this  time. 
1  am,  etc., 

Geo.  F.  Ehhons, 

Captcan. 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Qmidij.  Wext  Gulf  Blkd<i.  S<fuadrf'i>,  Ne>r  Orlmvji. 


Letter  from  Captain  Jenkins,  XJ.  S,  Navy,  to  Brigadier-  General  Stone^  \ 
U.  S.  Armtf,  regardim/  dixctmrttny  xhtrwii  hy  nn  ojicer  of  the  quartfr~  % 
mmtei's  d^mrtmtiit. 

U.  S.  S.  RiCHMONIJ, 

Port  livdM^i,  Jvly  25,  1S63. 

Sir:  I  re<ieived  information  several  days  since  from  Admiral  Farra- 
gut,  at  New  Orleans,  thut  onr  stock  of  bituminous  coal,  such  as  is  used  ^ 
by  the  ironclad  Khk^^x  and  tug  A/(f,  was  entirety  exhausted.     I  was 
instructed  to  endeavor  to  pi-ocure  a  supply  from  the  mouth  of  Red 
River  or  higher  up  the  Mississippi.  j 

I  have  to-dav  received  a  communication  from  the  senior  officer  afc  ] 
the  mouth  of  the  Red  River,  informing  me  that  he  can  not  supply  our  ] 
wants,  ' 

Hearing  yesterday  that  one  of  the  coal  Irarges  .sent  down  from  Vicks- 
burg  by  Adminil  Porter  was  aground  in  the  bend  of  the  river  opposite 
Port  Hudson.  J  sent  the  tug  Ida  immediiitely  {with  an  officer  of  the 
Army  who  bad  asked  for  a  passage  from  llaton  Rouge)  to  ask  the 
quartermaster  (supi>osing  the  coal  under  his  charge)  to  allow  the  tug 
to  fill  her  hunkers.  The  person  in  charge  of  the  tug  returned  and 
informed  me  that  he  could  not  go  alongside  of  the  liarge  and  coutd  not 
obtain  any  facilities  for  coaling  his  vessel. 

1,  this  morning,  sent  the  tug  with  a  polit«  request  (in  writing)  to  the  i 
chief  quartermaster  of  the  port,  that  he  would  allow  one  of  the  light- 
draft  steamers  under  his  charee  to  transport  the  coal  from  the  barge 
to  the  tug,  that  appearing  to  m  the  only  means  by  which  it  could  be 
done.  1  sent  a  sufficient  number  of  men  from  this  ship  to  insure  the 
work  lieing  Mpeedily  done,  which  could,  at  most,  require  an  hour  or 
two. 

The  tug  ha«  returned  with  a  verbal  answer  from,  as  I  am  informed, 
the  officer  in  charge  of  the  quartermaster's  duties  at  Port  Hudson, 


that  "the  coal  was  thero  and  that  he  might  get  it  the  best  way  I 
eould."  and  iiositively  refusing  liiiu  any  juisiatancf.  I  take  leave  1  _ 
say  that  iieitDer  GenemI  Bankis  nor  any  other  general  ofhcer  iu  this 
military  department  would,  in  my  opiniou,  approve  of  any  sut-h  (in- 
duct under  exiisting  eircuni»tances  of  anv  suhordinate,  and  I  regret 
that  1  can  not  say  eo  much  of  some  of  the  subordinates,  with  whom 
wi',  of  the  Navy,  are  fretjuently  t-'ompelled  to  come  in  othcJat  contact. 
1  may  add  that  if  the  tug  had  been  ki'pt  as  the  tender  to  the  navy 
vessels  here  exclusively,  1  should  have  had  no  occasion  to  seek  coal 
from  any  quarter.  Her  coal  has  been  mainly  consumed  in  transport- 
ing army  sick  and  wounded  (officers  and  men)  from  this  vicinity  and 
Springfield,  [La.],  to  Baton   Rouge,  and  in  carrying  dispatches  for 


sral  Banks.     I  claim  no  credit  for  having  employed  toe  vessel  in- 
ns way  (even  at  great  inconvenience  to  oursetvt  '    -      ■■  * 
duty  but  a  pleasing  one. 


to  ourselves),  for  it  was  not  only  J 


I  regret  to  feel  constrained  to  make  this  complaint. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 
General  C.  P.  Stone,  U.  S.  Army, 

Oommanding  nt  Port  Hudson. 


Letter  froin.  Brigadier-  General  St«/ut,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  JenHnSfM 
V.  S.  Navy,  tsepresving  regret  at  the  difcriuHeJiy  s/nnm  t/ui  Intter  «»■ 
refipoTise  to  his  request  fm-  coal. 

Hdqrs.  Drpt,  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Port  Hudmiu  July  SS,  1863. 
Captain;  I  am  this  moment  in  receipt  of  your  communication  * 
this  date,  and  lia-uten  to  express  to  you  ray  regret  that  you  ehould  hvft 
experienced  anything  but  courtesy  and  prompt  aid  from  any  officer  o' 
this  command. 

The  officer  who  so  forgot  hiw  position  and  the  respect  due  to  yourl 
request  has  been  immediately  replaced  liy  one  who  will.  1  trust,  better  1 
appreciate  his  duties. 

The  coal  barge  referred   to  is  one  sent  down  from  Vicksburg   by 
General  Grant  with  supplies  for  the  army  transports  here,  but  what- 
ever coals  may  be  desired  by  you  for  the  naval  service  are  perfectly 
at  your  disposal,  and  all  possible  assistance  will  be  furnished  your  J 
officers  in  procuring  and  placing  them  on  board  such  vessels  as  may  lie] 
convenient  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  captain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
CuAS.  P.  Stone, 
Brigadier- (feri^ral,  in  Temporary  Command. 


Captain  Thornton  A,  Jenkins,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Commatiding  U.  S.  S.  Bwhi 


'.rnond,  etc. 


Letter  from  Captain  Emmons,  U.  S.  Navy,  to 
U,  S.  Army,  reqri&sting  a  mtpply  of 


'.dier-  General  St&ne,  I 
„.     ,  „  .,   .    .      Ktlfo/iheU.  S.  S.  Princml 

Royal. 

U.  S.  S.  MONONQAHELA, 
Jiplmf  Port  lhi^>nm,  July  2^,  1863. 
General:  Permit  me  to  introduce  to  you  Commander  Woolsey,  of  1 
the  U,  S,  S.  Princes*  Royal,  who  has  just  arrived  here  from  Donald-J 
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sonvillo  short  of  coal,  and  whose  detention  and  duties  there  have  pre- 
vented him  from  getting  it  Ijelow,  where  1  l)elievc  our  supplies  of  soft 
eoal  have  been  nearly  exhausted  by  the  army. 

This  is  the  case  contemplated  in  the  note  of  Captain  Jenkins  to  you, 
and  I  shall  be  glad  if  you  can  furnish  him  a  supply  without  inconven- 
ience to  yourself. 

I  have  just  relieved  Captain  Jenkins  on  the  blockade  or  police  of 
the  Lower  Mississippi,  and  my  headquartei-s  for  the  present  will  l)e 
near  3'ou. 

I  am  expecting  coal  from  above,  and  shall  be  pleased  to  reciprocate 
whenever  it  is  in  ni}'  power. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  F.  Emmons, 
Captain,,  Comdg.  Naval  Division  i7i  Lower  Muisimipj^'i  River, 

Brigadier-Geneml  Chas.  P.  Stone, 

Connnandinii  U.  S.  Ftri^ctH^  Port  TFudsoj}. 


(h'iler  of  Captain  Emvums^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Cominander  Macmrih^  U.  S. 
Nai*y^  commanding  U,  S.  S,  Genesee^  to  proceed  to  anchor  off  Baton 
Rouge  ill  readiness  far  coopei^ation  with  tlte  army, 

U.  S.  S.  MONONGAHBLA, 

IWt  Hudson,  July  ^,  1863. 

Sir:  The  naval  division  placed  under  my  command,  of  which  your 
vessel  is  one,  has  been  ordered  to  keep  the  Mississippi  River  open 
between  here  and  New  Orleans. 

Until  further  orders  you  will  anchor  opposite  to  Baton  Rouge  and 
be  prepared  to  render  any  assistance  to  vessels  in  distress,  or  to  coop- 
erate with  the  army  in  suppressing  any  hostile  demonstrations  there, 
or  along  the  adjacent  banks  of  the  river,  economizing  your  coal  as  much 
as  possible,  and  keeping  me  informed  of  vour  doings. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  F.  Emmons, 
Captain,  Commanding  Naval  Division,  Lower  Mississippi,     ' 

Commander  Wm.  H.  Macomb, 

TL  S.  S.  (reneset',  Mississippi  Rive7\ 


Order*  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Adams,  U,  S,  Navy,,  to  Acting  Vol- 

unteei'  lAeutenant  Pennington,  IT,  S,  Navy, 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 
Ship  Island,  Miss,,  July  2^,  1863, 

Sir:  You  will  relieve  Acting  Master  N.  D^Oyley  in  the  command  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  J,  1\  Jach^on,  by  order  of  Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Adams,  Jr., 

Lieutenant-  Connnander,  Comdg,  Naval^  Forces  off  Shijy  Island, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Lewis  W.  Pennington, 

iShip  Islmid,  Miss. 


■   aohV   BIiOOKADINO   SQUADROir. 

Report,  of  Lieutenant- C'oiitvia/tuier  Jouett,  U.  ■S'.  An"(|, 
U.  S.  S.  Ji.  R.  Ouyl^^  regaa^iny  the  vhuee  of  the  >■/,•<>. 
and  capture  of  steamer  Sate  Dale. 

U.  S.  S.  R.  K.  OuvLER, 
PhiUuhlphla  Navy  Yard,  JuJyM-  J^SS. 
Sir:  Agreeably  to  the  enclosed  order  from  Admiral  Farr&gut  ofB 
date  June  *25, 1863,  handcKl  me  by  Captain  J.  P.  (lillis.  senior  officer  oiM 
Mobile,  on  the  iHli  -Tuly,  I  proceeded  the  next  morning  by  daylight  t&m 
Pensacola  navy  yard,  coaled,  repaired  engine  and  boilers,  and  on  th^^ 
evening  of  the  11th  instant  sailed,  feeling  certain  tiiat  vessels  ran  thai 
blockade  of  Moliile,     The  niphtof  the  11th  instant  I  determined  to  be* 
75  or  80  miles  southeast  of  Mobile  by  daylight.     On  the  12th,  as  I  had 
anticipated,  at  5  a.  m.  I  di.soovered  black  smoke,  and  gave  chase.     I 
soon  made  her  to  be  a  large,  white  side-wheel  steamer;  she  stood  back 
to  Mobile;  thence  gradually  hauled  to  the  northward  and  eastward, 
and  finally  east  by  south.     At  f)  a.  m.  made  black  smoke  going  south-J 
east.     Everything  was  done  to  accomplish  her  cuptiire.     At  1  p.  m.  ll 
was  in  32-pound  Parrott  rifle-shot  distance,  and  threw  in  all  54  shot! 
at  her,  two  taking  effect.     At  2  p.  m.  she  threw  overboaixl  75  bales  of 
cotton,  at  ^  p.m.  90  bales  more,  and  about  4  p.  m.  150  tiale.s  more,  mak- 
ing 315  in  all.     I  saw  that  he  was  making  for  the  shoals  and  reefs  off 
Cape  San  Bias.     At  7:30  p.  m.  he  reached  them.     Beingof  light  draft 
and  night  coming  on,  1  could  not  follow  him.     I  blockiKled  him  under 
the  reef  until  all  traces  were  lost.     At  midnight  J  started  for  the 
Tortugas,  feeling  I  could,  in  a  rough  sea,  outrun  them,  and  would  meet 
them  off  that  place.    I  sighted  the  Tortugas  light  at  i  p.  m.,  and  at  5 
made  two  blaca  smokes.     1  gave  chase  to  one,  and  after  seven  hours'   , 
night  chase  I  ovefbauled  and  captured  the  rebel  steamer  KaU  />a/c, 
with  8iX)  bales  of  cotton;  threw  a  prize  crew  on  board,  engineers,  etc.,  ^ 
and  at  this  juncture,  1  am  sorry  to  state,  the  breaking  down  of  the'1 
Ouylft.     1  made  the  prize  take  hawsers  and  tow  the  Cinjl^-r  to  Kej^fl 
West  for  repairs,  provisions,  oil,  tallow,  etc.;  also  coal  for  the  KaUm 
Daie.     1  learned  the  steamer  we  chased  was  the  Altihamn,  rebel  Gov-l 
ernment  vessel  (an  iron  vessel);  she  passed  over  the  Tortugas  bank  aa  1 
1  chased  the  Kate  IktU.     1  regret  the  disabled  condition  of  the  CuyUr  j 
prevented  my  capturing  her.     On  the  18th,  after  coaling,  repairing,  ' 
et<'..,  I  started  north  with  the  prize  Kate  Dule  in  company.     On  the 
a4th  I  arrive<i  and  reported,  agreeably  to  my  orders,  to  Commodore 
Stribling.  commandant  of  the  Philadelphia  naval  .station,     I  herewith 
enclose  a  list  of  officers  and  crew;  also  one  of  the  pa^^sengers  coming 
north. 

Very  T'esiiectfully,  your  oliedieiit  servant. 

JaS.   Yi.  JOUETT, 

l,icut'-tiaiit-iiiinininnii'i; 
Hon.  G.  WEl.i.Bfl, 

Wa«hint/tint.  D.  C. 
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nffit;rr 'if  (!;'■  r.  S.  S.  Ahtona.  July  S^", 


"f  the.  C'liimaudiHy 
1863. 


Kaport  or  Commadore  Bell,  H.  8,  Hnvy. 

I',  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacoi^. 
Off  New  Orleans,  August  6,  1863. 

Silt:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  Acting  Master  Charles  T.  Chase, 
Liiinuiaiulin^  the  U.  S.  ^uwho&t  Aidona,  was  captured  by  the  Texans 
in  the  Kio  Grande  on  the  24th  July  last,  under  the  following  circum- 
stances: 

The  Antona  was  yent  to  (cruise  on  the  coast  of  Texas,  a,a  far  as  the 
Uio  Grande.  She  arrived  off  that  river  on  the  34th  July  and  Acting 
Master  Chase  immediately  went  on  shore,  dressed  in  citizen\s  clothes, 
ostensihly  to  forward  a  letter  to  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras.  Late 
in  the  afternoon  he  took  a  Mexican  hoat  called  the  Marf/arita  to  return 
to  the  AnUma.  The  boat,  in  beating  ont  of  the  river,  was  hailed  by  a 
party  of  men  on  tlie  Texan  shore  to  go  to  them  or  they  would  tire 
mto  her.  They  then  took  Acting  Master  Charles  T.  Chase  out  of  her 
and  sent  him  to  Brownsville.  Acting  Master  S.  V.  Bennis,  the  next 
in  command,  then  cruised  al>out  there  until  the  next  day  and,  after 
satisfying  himself  of  the  truth  of  the  report,  proceeded  to  Galveston 
bar  to  make  known  the  circumstances.  Hia  report  (marked  No.  1)  is 
herewith  enclosed. 

"  As  the  vessel  from  which  Acting  Maat«r  Chase  was  taken  was  Mex- 
ican, and  believing  the  boat  was  in  Mexican  waters  when  she  was 
forced  to  go  to  the  Texan  bank,  and  also  calling  to  mind  that  armed 
Tex  an  s  crossed  the  river  from  the  same  point  "in  March  last  and  carried 
off  two  United  States  army  officers,  one  of  whom  they  lianged,  I 
addressed  a.  letter  (copy  No.  3)  to  the  governor  of  Matanioras,  remind- 
ing liim  of  the  obligations  of  Mexico  to  protect  United  States  officers 
landing  under  Mexican  jurisdiction. 

Before  the  Anttma  went  down  the  coast  I  warned  Acting  Master 
Chaeie  to  send  an  officer  dressed  in  uniform  to  the  commandant  of 
Bagdad  to  have  his  dispatches  carried  to  the  consul  at  Matamoras. 

Acting  Master  Bennis  states  that  he  left  five  British  contraband 
traders,  named  by  United  States  consuls,  lying  in  Mexican  waters  off 
the  Rio  Grande,  viz,  the  Sir  Wiliitim  Peel,  ^wurd  Hawkins,  Olnd!- 
ittor,  Se<i  Qtieen,  and  Oe/i,  and  about  twenty  filing  vessels;  also,  that 
"it  is  the  general  impression  that  the  Sir  William  Peel  is  to  be  used 
as  a  man-of-war." 

When  the  AnUma  returned  to  Galveston  bar  she  required  some 
repairs  on  her  machinery,  and  the  rudder  stock  of  the  Bienville  being 
so  badly  sprung  and  rotten  she  would  hardly  steer,  I  had  no  vessel  to 
send  to  look  after  the  SirWilliavi  Fed;  but  the  Neio  London  and 
Ciiyuga  shortly  arriving  there,  I  directed  the  Cayuga  to  take  in  her 
coal  and  to  be  sent  to  the  Rio  Grande  to  watch  the  vessels  named. 

I  placed  Acting  Master  Lyman  Wells,  of  the  Bro<iklyn.  in  command 
of  the  Antona,  and  on  the  31st  July  1  left  Commander  J.  R.  M. 
Mullany  in  the  Bienville  in  charge  of  tne  blockade  off  Galveston,  with 
direction  to  send  the  Afittma  mid  Coyu^a,  Lieutenant-Commander 
Dana,  to  the  Rio  Gninde  as  .soon  as  thev  were  coaled;  and  after  my 
arrival  liere  I  dispatched  tlic  I^-i/icen/i  koyal.  Commander  Wooisey, 
on  the  4th  instant,  on  the  same  service,  with  iustructioos  that  in  case 
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be  found  a  vessel  lying  in  Mexican  waters,  fitting;  for  privateering,  to  j 
rail  on  the  Mexican  authoritiea  to  expel  her  or  stop  her  equipment, 
but  that  he  was  in  no  event  to  allow  her  to  escape. 

Every  vesuel  lying  here  is  undergoing  expensive  repairs  and  there  I 
is  not  another  at  my  disposal  for  sending  to  the  Mexican  coast.     One  ] 
shall  be  dispatched  there  as  soon  as  a  suitable  one  can  be  made  ready.   ' 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Cmitmftdiir<\  Comiiy.  Wi-nt  Gulf  Bhichl<}.  Squadron  pnt  tevi. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wku.e8, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wiu/iijii/toii,  D.  C. 


U.  S.  S.  Antona, 
Of  Galoe»ton,  Tex.,  July  S7,  1S63. 

Sib;  I  have  the  honor  t<j  report  to  you  that  on  the  24th  instant,  at  10 
a.  in.,  we  arrived  with  this  vessel  and  anchored  off  the  mouth  of  Kio 
Ui-aude  River.  At  thirty-tive  minutes  past  meridian  Acting  Master 
C,  T.  Chase,  eomD)anding.  went  on  the  Mexican  shore  with  dispatches  for 
the  U,  S,  consul  at  Mataraoras,  leaving  instructions  with  me  what  to 
do  during  tiis  absence.  At  <>  p.  m.  1  left  the  ship  and  was  going 
amongst  Uie  shipping  with  the  purpose  of  seeing  the  names  of  the 
steamers  lying  there  and  to  get  some  information  so  as  to  l>e  on  the 
alert  for  them  if  they  should  undertake  to  leave  during  the  night. 
While  a  little  distance  from  the  steamer  Sir  WiUimit  Ped  a  boat  was  ' 
pulling  toward  me,  and  when  near  1  was  hailed  and  informed  by  tlie 
captain  of  the  English  schooner  SyhH  that  Acting  Master  Chase,  com- 
manding, was  returning  to  this  snip  in  a  Mexican  vessel  called  the 
Margarita,  and  while  beating  out  of  the  river  was  ordered  by  a  party 
of  so-called  Confederate  States  Army  to  land,  if  not  that  they  would 
fire  at  them;  so  they  were  obliged  to  land,  and  Acting  Master  Chase 
was  taken  prisoner.  1  then  returned  to  the  ship,  got  underway,  and 
cruised  just  outside  of  the  roads  during  the  night.  On  the  morning  of 
the  25th  I  boai-ded  st^hooner  Mary  P.  Burtun,  loaded  with  cotton  and 
bound  for  Havana.  Papers  pi'o\'ed  to  be  all  right,  and  in  the  mean- 
time was  informeil  by  Captain  Lovejoy  that  lie  witnessed  Captain 
Chase's  arrest.  I  then  went  and  anchored  off  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  and.  Iwing  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  reports,  I  communi- 
cated with  a  flag  of  truce,  and  the  enemy  acknowledged  that  he  was 
taken  prisoner  out  of  a  Mexican  vessel  and  sent  to  Brownsville,  on  Kio 
Grande  River.  I  then,  agreeable  to  Captain  Chase's  r)rders,  got  under- 
way at  7:30  p.  m.  and  proceeded  to  this  place  with  all  possible  dispatch 
to  report  to  you. 

I  have  further  to  report  that  there  are  five  English  steamers  lying 
off  the  Rio  Grande  River  in  Mexican  waters,  named  a.s  follows:  Si.r  ■ 
William  Ptd,  Edward  Ifmckin*,  Gladiatm;  Sea  Qutieti.  andtW^.-  also 
about  twenty  sailing  vessels  of  different  classes —Spanish,  English,  and   ' 
American— loading  with  cotton.     One  of  the  steamers,  the   Odt,  is   ' 
discharging  large  bales  and  ca.ses  into  a  steam  lighter.     Toe  otbw 
steamers,  with  the  exception  of  the  Sir  Wifdani  Pei-l,  are  taking  in 
cotton  and  will  soon  be  ready  for  sea.     The  AW  William  Peel  is  a 
largo  vessel,  nmnof-war  built,  and  the  general  impression  is  that  she 
is  to  be  used  as  a  man-of-wur  by  the  so-called  Confederate  States. 


I 


The  officer  conductine:  the  flag  of  truce  reporta  to  me  that  there  are 
on  the  Texan  shore  some  200  or  300  bales  of  cotton.  The  force  on  the 
Texan  shore  consists  of  about  20  to  30  militia,  under  the  comomnd  of 
a  captain. 

I  am,  very  respwtfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Spiro  V.  Bennib, 
Actinff  Master  mid  Mcectitive  Officer  U.  S.  S.  Antoiia. 
Commodore  H.  H,  Bell, 

Senior  OJicer,  Comdff.  Nrrvtif  Forces  off  C'uast  vf  Texits. 


U.  S,  Steam  Sloop  Beooklyn, 

Off  Galoeston,  July  SS^  1863. 

Sia:  It  becomes  my  duty  to  request  your  prompt  attention  to  a 
re<'ent  act  of  violation  of  Mexican  sovereignty,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
United  States,  at  5  p.  m.,  on  the  24th  of  the  present  month,  by 
armed  parties  on  the  Texan  shore,  opposite  the  Mexican  village  of 
Bagdad,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Kio  Grande,  who,  with  threats  of  firing 
into  a  Mexican  vessel,  believed  to  be  the  Margarita,  which  had  just 
then  pai-ted  from  the  Mexican  shore  and  was  proceeding  out  of  the 
river  through  tlie  main  channel,  compelled  ber  to  go  t«  the  Texan 
bank  of  saia  river.  They  then  tieized  and  took  out  of  her  Charleu  T. 
Chase,  acting  master,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  commanding  the  U.  S.  gunboat 
Antona,  at  tuat  time  lying  to  at  anchor  off  the  Rio  Grande. 

The  said  Mexican  vessel  Margarita  was,  at  the  time  of  the  outrage, 
it  ia  believed,  in  neutral  waters,  conveying  Acting  Master  Chase  from 
the  Mexican  shore  to  the  gunboat  Antona,  lying  outside  of  the  river. 

The  United  States  have  scrupulously  respected  the  neutrality  of 
Mexico,  both  by  land  and  sea,  and  have  a  just  right  to  expect  her  to 

Sut  a  stop  to  the  kidknaping  of  their  officers  from  Mexican  soil,  from 
lexican  waters,  and  from  Mexican  vessels,  by  her  efficacious  demand 
for  the  immediate  release  and  restoration  of  Acting  Master  Charley  T, 
Chase,  of  the  0.  S.  Navy,  to  Mexican  authorities. 

I  have  tiio  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
CoiMMjdore^  U.  S.  Navy,  Vomdg.  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Comt  of  Texas. 
Hifl  Excellency  the  Goveknok  of  Matamoras  [TamaulipasI. 


Baport  of  Acting  Uuter  Chaie,  U.  B.  Vvrj,  cammandiog  U,  S,  B.  Antoiui. 

U.  S.  S.  Antona, 
Of  Oafivstott,  Tea:,  August  13,  18S3. 

Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  90th  of  July,  in  compli- 
ance with  my  inHtructious  from  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  I  sailed  from 
this  place  in  the  Antona  for  a  cruise.  On  the  24th  arrived  off  the 
mouth  of  the  Kio  Grande. 

Having  couununications  for  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras,  1  went 
with  my  boat  nearly  to  the  mouth  of  thi^  river,  when,  finding  the  bar 
rough,  and  wishing  to  avoid  alt  risk,  J  hired  an  English  vessel  to  take 
me  in  to  Hiigdad.  After  concluding  my  business.  I  agreed  with  u  Mexi- 
can lighter  to  take  mo  out.  In  passing  a  point  of  land  where  the  chan- 
nel is  close  to  the  Texas  shore,  an  officer  with  seven  or  eight  armed 
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men  sprang  out  from  behind  a  low  sand  bill,  and  leveling  their  mus- 
kets ordered  the  boatmen  to  land.  I  remonstrated  with  the  ofBcer, 
but  he  was  a  Mexican  by  birth  and  did  not  understand  but  very  little 
English,  and  sent  me  to  Brownsville  the  same  night.  Upon  being 
presented  to  General  Bee  the  next  morning,  and  he  hearing  my  state- 
ment of  the  case,  said  he  was  willing  to  parole  me,  but  after  further 
discussion,  and  seeing  I  did  not  feel  disposed  to  accept  a  parole, 
released  me  unconditionally  and  offered  to  return  me  to  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  but-  as  I  was  near  Matamoras,  and  desirous  of  seeing  the 
consul,  he  passed  me  across  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  T.  Chase, 
Late  Acting  Master^  Commanding  U,  S.  S.  Antona. 

•I.  K.  M.  MULLANY, 

Coinviander  and  Senior  Officer  off  GaZvestaii. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Natj  to  the  Secretary  of  State  labmitting  the  ease. 

Navy  Department,  A^lgu8t  19^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  vour  perusal,  dis- 

Etch  No.  2,  dated  the  6th  instant,  received  from  Commodore  H.  H. 
(11,  commanding,  pro  tempore,  the  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squad- 
ron, and  to  invite  your  attention  to  that  portion  of  it  and  ite  enclos- 
ures in  reference  to  the  case  of  Acting  Master  Charles  T.  Chase, 
commanding  U.  S.  gunboat  ^n/owa,  who,  it  appears,  was  taken  out  of  a 
Mexican  vessel,  in  Mexican  waters,  by  a  party  from  the  Texan  shore, 
while  proceeding  down  the  Rio  Grande  from  Matamoras  on  his  return 
from  that  place  to  his  vessel. 

The  Department  submits  to  your  judgment  whether  the  case  is  one 
that  requires  further  representation  and  notice  than  has  been  taken  of 
it  by  Commodore  Bell. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  Wm.  n.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Sta^. 


Order  of  Commodore  BeU,  J5.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Maiter  Chaie,  IT.  S.  NaTj,  to  prooMd 

North. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Netn  Orleans^  August  19^  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  the  North  in  the  Bermuda^  and  upon  vour 
arrival  there  report  l)y  letter  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  tne  Ilavy. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Cominanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Charles  T.  Chase,  V .  S.  Navy. 
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Letter  firom  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bell,  IT.  8.  Navy,  making  enqairy 

regarding  Aoting  Maiter  Chaie. 

Navy  Department,  September  16^  1S63. 

Sir:  It  does  not  appear  in  any  reports  as  yet  received  from  vou  at 
this  Department,  whether  Acting  Master  Charles  T.  Chase,  who  has 
returnea  to  the  Nortli  in  obedience  to  orders,  was  paroled  or  escaped 
from  the  party  who  captured  him  on  the  Rio  Grande,  on  the  24th 
July,  when  returning  to  his  vessel. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

8e(retary  of  the  Navy, 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  {ad  inter  It  n)  Western  Gulf 

Blockading  Squadron^  New  Orl^eans^  La, 


Beport  of  Commodore  Bell,  IT.  8.  NaTy,  regarding  the  releaie  of  Acting  Maiter  Chaie  by 

his  captori. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Neio  Orleans,  September  '29, 186S. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  inform  the  Department,  in  reply  to  its 
letter  of  the  16th  September  in  relation  to  Acting  Master  Charles  T. 
Chase,  that  he  reported  himself  as  having  been  discharged  by  his  rebel 
captors  on  the  Rio  Grande,  he  having  declined  a  parole.  I  have  no 
information  about  his  release  except  this  derived  from  himself. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg.   West  (rulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tein, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Wa^shington. 


Second  report  of  Acting  Master  Chase,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Waterville,  Me.,  September  ^21,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  16th  instant  is  received,  directing 
me  to  furnish  the  Department  a  report  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  I  was  ordered  North. 

I  can  only  reply  by  making  a  report  as  near  as  I  can  from  memory 
of  the  one  1  made  to  Commodore  Bell. 

In  the  month  of  Julv  last,  being  in  command  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat 
Antona,  1  received  orders  from  Admiral  Farragut  to  proceed  to  (ial- 
veston  and  report  to  Commodore  Bell  for  blockading  dut\'  and  cruis- 
ing from  the  Rio  Grande  to  Corpus  Christi. 

After  having  reported,  I  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
at  which  place  I  arrived  on  the  24th  of  July.  Having  a  communication 
from  the  State  Department  for  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoras.  w  hich 
1  was  directed  by  Commodore  Morris  to  deliver,  and  as  there  were  two 
English  steamers  (the  Sir  Will  lam  Peel  and  Celt,  whi(!h  I  had  special 
orders  to  take  on  the  slightest  suspicion)  laying  at  anchor  discharging 
arms  and  ammunition,  as  I  was  mformed,  near,  if  not  north,  of  an 
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east  and  west  line  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  I  went  on  shove  mpM 
so  that  I  could  ascertain  the  bounds  of  the  river,  which  oonld  nol  k 
done  from  the  anchorage.  The  river  is  very  narrow.  There  beiigi 
heavy  surf,  and  not  winning  to  run  any  risk  with  my  own  boat,  I  Uni 
a  Mexican  vessel  flying  the  Mexican  flag  to  take  me  in  and  oat 

After  sending  the  aispat(*h  to  the  consul  and  making'  such  obeem- 
tions  as  were  necessary,  I  started  in  the  boat  to  return  to  my  veffd, 
but,  in  nearing  the  northern  shore,  at  the  extreme  point  of  land,  ai 
officer  and  10  rel)el  soldiers  sprang  up  from  behind  a  small  sand  hill  and, 
leveling  their  rifloH,  demanded  the  boatmen  to  land.  I  was  taken  fran 
the  vessel  and  sent  up  to  Brownsville  and  placed  in  the  gxiardboose. 
The  next  morning,  at  my  request,  they  took  me  to  General  Bee,  thei 
commanding  the  reY)cl  forces  at  that  place.  He  told  me  tliat  hefilioiild 
detain  me  as  a  prisoner,  but  would  parole  me.  I  said  to  him  tiiat  I 
could  not  accept  a  {mrole  at  that  time,  as  I  expected  the  Mexican 
commandante  would  demand  my  release,  and  after  stating^  to  him  the 
circumstances  under  which  I  was  taken  (from  a  Mexican  vessel),  be 
released  and  passed  me  across  the  river  to  Matamoras.  From  there  I 
went  to  Bagdad  (the  mouth  of  the  river)  and  learned  that  the  Ani(ma^ 
after  hearing  of  my  capture,  had  sailed  for  GalveHton.  I  was  obliged 
to  remain  in  Bagdad  (tliere  l>eing  no  means  of  transportation  or  com- 
munication with  N(^w  Orleans  or  an\'  of  the  fleet)  until  the  ISth  of 
August,  when  the  gunboat  Cayuga^  Lieutenant-Commander  Dana, 
arrived,  and  I  w(»nt  on  l)oard;  short!}-  after,  the  gunboat  Prinom 
Roual^  Commander  Woolsey,  arrived,  and  upon  my  communicatinff 
witii  him,  I  received  orders  to  report  to  the  commanding  officer  off 
Galveston.  On  my  reporting  to  Commander  MuUany,  I  was  ordered 
to  proceed  to  New^  Orleans  and  report  to  Commodore  Bell.  From 
him  I  received  the  order  I  forwardea  to  the  Department. 
Very  respectfully, 

CiiAS.  T.  Chase. 
Acthkg  Master^  U.  S,  j^avy. 

Hon.  (iiDEON  Welles, 

SfCf^etary  oftJu  Ndrtj, 


Abitract  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Antona,  Acting  Maiter  CharlM  T.  ChftM,  V.  8.  Havy,  «■- 

manding. 

July  24,,  m.i.-Ofi  (ialveston,  Tex.  At  12:35  p.  m.  Captain  Chase 
left  tne  ship  for  Matamoras  with  dispaU^hes  for  the  consul,  Frank 
Gildert  in  conipany.  From  6  to  S  p.  m.  received  reports  of  the  cap- 
ture of  Captain  Chase  by  the  enemy  while  coming  off  to  the  ship  on  a 
Mexican  vessel. 

^  July  26,  — Midnitrht  to  4  a.  m. :  Started  cngrines.  At  5  made  the  land. 
From  4  to  8  a.  m.  hoarded  the  schooner  Mary  P.  BurUm^  flying  Eng- 
lish colors,  from  Matamoras,  bound  to  Havana,  loaded  with  cotton; 
mpors  all  correct.  Captain  Lovejoy  confirmed  the  report  of  Oaptun 
Chase's  capture.  At  10  came  to  anchor  off  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Grande.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Sent  a  flag  of  truce  on  shore.  At  8 
returned.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Sent  flag  of  truce  on  shore  with  dothee 
for  Captain  Chase.  From  <>  to  8:  Boat  returned;  weighed  anchor  • 
stood  out  to  sea. 

July  27. — At  5:80  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  near  the  BrooUyn 
to  Commodore  Bell. 
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Order  of  Cmnviodore  BeU^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  LieiUenant-  Cominmider 
Johnson^  U,  S,  Navy^  cominanding  U.  S.  S.  Katahdiv^  to  proceed 
as  the  hearer  of  letters  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Galveston,  July  26, 1868. 

Sir:  Proceed  in  the  Katahdin  to  the  South  West  Pass,  Mississippi 
River,  anchoring  outside,  and  dispatch  an  oflBcer  to  Admiral  Farragut 
at  New  Orleans  with  the  letters  intrusted  to  you,  and,  having  received 
the  admiraPs  instructions,  you  will  return  to  this  olockac^  without 
delay. 

On  your  way  to  the  river  touch  off  Sabine  and  deliver  letters  to 
Lieutenant-Commander  J.  Madigan,  of  the  Owasco. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Coviviodctre. 
Lieutenant-Commander  P.  C.  Johnson, 

Commanding  U*  S.  Gunboat  Katahdin,  off  Galveston,  Tex. 


Report  of  Captain  Emiaons,  U,  S.  Navy,commandhwD.  S.  S.  Monon- 
gahda,  regarding  his  intended  departure  from  Port  Hvdson  for 
New  Orleans. 

U.  S.  S.  MONONGAHELA, 

Port  Hudson,  July  26,  1863. 

Admiral:  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  dispatching  the  Genesee, 
Commander  Macomb,  to  you,  tnat  you  may  know  that  1  have  just 
been  relieved  here  by  one  of  Admiral  Porter's  vessels,  the  ironclad 
steamer  Neosho^  Commander  Febiger,  and  will  soon  be  in  New  Orleans. 
The  Neonho  was  accompanied  by  a  Jjteamer  having  a  coal  barge  in  tow, 
from  which  I  shall  be  enabled  to  coal  the  Princess  Royal  ana  Essex. 

The  former  I  will  bring  down  with  me  and  leave  the  latter  to  take 
in  her  coal  at  Donaldsonville  and  await  further  orders;  and  I  hope 
to  be  in  time  to  save  you  any  trouble  in  sending  any  coal  up  the  river. 
I  presume  you  have  learned  through  army  sources  that  General  Lee 
finally  recrossed  the  Potomac  with  his  plunder;  that  General  Jo. 
Johnston  escaped  General  Sherman;  and  that  there  have  been  serious 
riots  in  New  York  and  Boston,  where  some  hundreds  of  ^'secesh  and 
copperheads"  are  reported  to  have  lost  the  ''number  of  their  mess." 
I  am,  very  respectful!}^,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  F.  Emmons, 

Captain. 
Admiral  I).  G.  Farkagut, 

Commanding  Wtst  Gulf  Blockading  Squmlron,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Captain  Eiiunon^,  U,  S*  Na/mj,  to  Commander  Woolsey,  U.  S. 
Navy,  coimnanding  TL  S,  S.  Princess  Royal,  to  proceed  to  New 
Orleans. 

U.  S.  S.  MONONGAHELA, 

OffP/rt  Hudson,  Iai.,  July  26,  1863. 

As  soon  as  you  have  taken  in  a  full  supply  of  coal  you  will  proceed  to 
'^vw  Orleans  and  report  your  arrival  to  Admiral  u.  G.  Farra^ut^  ok. 
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the  senior  naval  officer  there,  the  river  being  now  in  charge  of  Acting 
Aduiiml  Porter's  fleet. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  F.  Emmons, 
Captain,,  Comrnmulmg  Naval  Division  Lower  Mississippi. 

Conunandcr  M.  B.  Woolsey,    - 

Commanding  U,  S.  S.  Princeton  lioyaly  Port  Hudson, 


Letter  from  Captain  Emmons^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Acting  Rear- Admired 
Porter,,  U,  S,  J^iary^  congratvlating  him  on  the  complete  possession  of 
the  Mississippi  River, 

U.  S.  S.  MONONOAHELA, 

Port  Hudson,  July  S6\  186-^. 

Dear  Pokteu:  The  arrival  of  the  Neosho,,  Commander  Febigjer, 
relieves  me  in  patrol  duty  on  the  I^iwcr  Mississippi. 

I  congratulate  you  in  finally  having  undisturbed  possession  of  this 
great  highway;  and  from  late  indications  I  think  you  may  lay  safely 
with  very  low  banked  tires,  except  when  actively  operating  against  the 
enemy. 

Since  I  haive  boon  in  the  rivor  I  have  thought  it  important  to  Imvo 
one  vessel  here,  one  at  Baton  Kouge,  and  one  at  Donaldlsonville,  where 
a  division  of  the  armv  is  stationed.  The  last  attacks  have  been  made 
bv  guerrillas  from  the  banks  below  Donaldsonville,  at  points  called 
White  Hall  Mills,  tbilege  Point,  and  Burnside's  plantation. 

But  these  have  ceased  for  a  week,  and  the  rebels  are  l)ecoming  Ie8« 
numerous. 

I  think  they  an»  disgusted  with  tho  news  from  above;  and  I  hope 
they  will  have  the  full  benefit  of  the  punishment  they  are  bringing 
upon  themselves. 

Sorry  that  (icnenil  Lee  has  finally  escaped  with  his  plunder.     Jo. 
Johnston,  too,  1  hear,  has  eluded  General  Sherman. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

Geo.  F.  EmiMoxs, 

Captain, 

Acting  Hoar-Admiral  D.  I).  Poktkk, 

Co)ninanding  Mixsissipjti  FUtt, 

If  Heap  is  with  you,  give  my  regards. 


nUr  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Xart/  tn  Captain  A/den,  f\  S,  Xacy^ 
to  procud  in  command  of  the  f .  *S'.  S.  IHchmond  to  Part  Royal^ 


Ordi 
to 
S.  C 

Xavv  DnrAKTMEXT,  July  27,  IS6J, 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  Cairo,  111.,  and 
there,  or  in  the  vicinity,  take  passage  to  New  Orleans,  where  vou  will 
resume  command  of  tho  V.  S.  steam  sloop  Richmond,  You  will  inune- 
diately  got  underway  in  that  steamer  and  proceed  to  Port  Koyal,  S.  C, 
and  on  your  arrival  reix>rt  to  Rear-Admiml  Dahlgron. 

If,  however.  Rear- Admiral  Farragut  has  any  exiK»dition  on  hand 
requiring  for  its  success  a  vessel  of  the  Richmomrs  battery,  this  order 
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to  proceed  to  Port  Royal  is  void  and  you  will  remain  in  the  West  Gulf 
Blockading   Squadron.      At  Cairo,  111.,  communicate  with  Captain 
Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy,  who  has  been  directed  either  to  furnish  you 
with  transportation  or  put  you  in  the  way  of  getting  it. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  James  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy, 


[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  Jvly  27^  1863. 

Captain  Alden  leaves  here  to-day  for  Cairo  with  important  dis- 

Eatc^hes  for  Admiral  Farragut.     Upon  his  arrival  you  will  furnish 
im  with  transpnortation  to  ^lew  Orleans  and  give  him  every  facility 
for  communicating  with  Admiral  Farragut  at  tne  earliest  date. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Sen^etary  of  trie  Navy. 

Fleet  Captain  A.  M.  Pennock,  U.  S.  Navy, 

MviHwsipj)!  Squudjyyt}^  Cairo^  III, 


Ckrder  of  Coimnod(yre  Bell^  U.  S.  Naiyy^  to  Acti/nq  Yohmteer  Lieutenant 
IIHl^  U,  S.  Nary.,  voiivnmnding  V.  S.  hark  \Villim)i  G.  Antleraon^ 
to  contmue  to  protect  the  Teirna  co<ut  until  relieved. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Of  Galveston,  July  27,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  dispatch*  of  the  24th  instant,  by  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, and  will  forward  your  report  of  deficiencies  of  crew  to  the  admiral 
by  the  first  opportunity  (within  the  course  of  a  week).  It  will  take 
some  time  for  a  vessel  to  come  down  to  relieve  vou,  and  as  the  coast 
must  not  >)e  left  totallv  unprotected,  you  will  detain  all  of  the  crew  now 
on  board  of  the  W,  O.  Andernou,  under  the  "act  for  the  better  gov- 
ernment of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,"  approved  July  17,  1862, 
section  17,  until  your  vessel  shall  l)e  regularly  relieved.  1  hope  you 
will  look  sharp  for  the  Era  and  not  allow  the  Texan  game  of  blutf  to 
I >e  played  upon  you. 

1  regret  you  did  not  obtain  the  exchange  of  your  men,  who  are 
prisoners,  while  you  were  at  New  Orleans.  I  will,  however,  write  to 
the  admiral  about  them. 

There  is  but  little  doubt  that  (ienenil  Lee/s  entire  army  in  Pennsyl- 
vania  is  destroyed. 

Very  respectfully,  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comniodort. 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  S.  Hill, 
Com  da,  U,  S.  Baeh  ^VllU  G.  An 


flf/,  U.  S.  Ihirk  Win,  G,  Andermn,  of  Pass  Cavallo,  Texas. 


*Not  fuuud. 
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Order  of  Rijnr- Admiral  Farragut^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Commodore  IhUmer^ 
U.  iS.  ^'ffry^  in  vietr  of  the  hitefided  departure  of  the  Jormer  Jhf 
New  York. 

Flagship  Tennessek, 
M(^ih  Bl^Kkade,  July  «7,  [186S]. 

You  will  prepare  the  U.  S.  nteaiu  sloop  Hartford^  under  your  oom- 
nmnd,  for  sea  as  soon  as  possibJe.  When  ready  you  will  report  to  me, 
as  it  is  my  inh'ntion  to  hoist  \ws  tia^  on  1>oard  that  ship  and  procMPed 
to  New  \ork. 

Very  I'esiwctfully, 

fD.  (f.  Farragttt], 

Rear'Adm  iral. 
Commodore  James  S.  Palmer, 

Cmiiinnndhuj  IL  '^'.  Steam.  Sloop  Jfartfard. 


Order  of  Rear- Ad  mho  I  Farragut^  IL  S,  Niavy^  to  Actina  Volunteer 
Lieidenant  Roath^  V,  S,  Xavy^  to  a^nume  eommxmd  of  the  U,  S, 
hrig  Boh  in. 

Flagship  Tennessee, 

New  Orleam,  Jidy  gS,  [JSffS]. 

You  are  hereby  detached  from  duty  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  JV«r  Z^w- 
iltm^  and  3'ou  will  report  yourself  without  delay  to  Commander  A. 
Gibson,  at  PensiU'ola,  Fla.,  for  (*onunand  of  the  u.  S.  brig  Bohio. 
Very  respe(»t fully, 

I D.  (t.  Farraout],  ^ 

Rear- Admiral. 
Aotinfif  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  D.  Roath, 

U,  S,  S,  Xt'^r  Jjmdim, 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut^  IL  S.  Nary,,  to  Lieutenant- Com- 
viamier  Ilatiifld,^  U,  S,  Nary^  to  antrum e  rom/futnd  of  tJu*  IL  S..  S. 
Aroostifolc, 

Fl^GSIIII*  I'^NNESSEE, 

Nrir  Orh'aus,  July  28^  [186S]. 

You  are  here})y  detached  from  duty  on  l)oard  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop 
BroftHyn^  and  3'ou  will  report  yourself  to  Conmiodore  H.  W.  Moms 
for  the  conunand  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  A/r*rn<to(fk. 
Very  respectfully, 

[D.  (t.  Farraout], 

Rea7'-Ad7niraL 
Lieutenant-C'Onnnander  Chester  Hatfield, 

U,  S.  Steam  Slor>p  lirfntHyn, 


Instructions  from  Rear-Adm^iralFa/rragut,,  U.  S,  Naviu  to  Captain  Oil- 
lisy  U.  S,  Nat\if\  uptm  assutnifig  co?nmand  of  the  Teiras  mockade* 

Fi*ao-Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleann,  July  '28,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  pioceed  with  the  vessel  under  your  command  to  Gal- 
veston and  take  charge  of  the  blockade  of  the  coast  of  Texas.     If  Com- 
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modoie  Bell  should  hitve  left  for  this  plaee  to  assume  the  temporary 
ooniiiiand  of  the  squadron,  he  will  have  left  ti  list  of  the  vessels  and 
their  HtatioDS  and  duties  assigned  them  for  y<iu  with  the  senior  officer. 
Your  blockade  will  extend  to  theRio  Grande,  and  you  will  occasionally 
send  a  vessel  to  the  consul  at  Tampico.  You  wilt  direct  your  cruisers 
to  exercise  prudence  but  firmness  ivith  the  contrabandists  running  into 
or  pretending  to  run  into  Matamoras,  while  they  are  really  running 
their  cargoes  into  Texas.  Brazos  Santiago,  etc. 

Your  ditties  will  be  chiefly  blockading,  as  there  is  nothing  inside  of 

(ialvestou  capable  of  contending  against  your  vessels  except  the  forts. 

The  changes  are  rendered  necessary  by  the  sickness  of  Commodore 

Morris,  who  goes  home,  as  well  as  myself,  and  leaves  Commodore  Bell 

in  temporary  command  of  the  squadron. 

Very  respectfully. 

D.  (j.  Fahragut, 

Eriir-  Adm  iral. 
Captain  .1.  P.  (iii.i.is.  U.  S.  Navv, 

('wiunitiidhfi  Jil'ivkade  off  M-ihile  Bay. 


Letter  fmtA  Bear-Admiral  FarraauL  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Cmntnodwe  Bdl, 

V.  S,  Navy,  preparatory  to  the  d«pa/i't\ire  of  the  fnrma-  for  the 

Nnrth. 

Flagship  Tennessee, 
Weet  Gutf  Blkdg.  Squadrmi,  Neio  (Meanx,  July  SS,  1863. 

Dear  Commodore:  I  have  iu,st  made  a  little  tour  to  Ship  Island  and 
Pensacola  to  look  after  affairs  at  those  places  and  to  visit  the  vessels 
off  Mobile,  etc.  I  inspected  the  Colwado,  Lacl'awanna,artA  Vincennes, 
etc,  Found  them  all  in  good  order,  but  Adams  has  the  Vincennes  in  a 
very  high  state  of  exercise  and  drill.  She  reflects  great  credit  on  him, 
but  he  has  not  had  so  much  to  do  as  the  blockading  veB.sela,  although 
he  looks  after  the  [Mississippi]  Sound  very  faithfully.  The  other 
vessels  are  in  tine  order  also.  On  my  return  to  Ship  island  I  found 
the  ICafahdhi,  with  your  dispatches.  Igave  Johnnon  permission  to  get 
some  stores  for  his  officers  and  vegetables  for  his  crew,  and  then  sent 
him  on  his  way. 

I  will  send  you  a  vessel  to  take  the  place  of  the  Bienville,  althouo^h 
I  do  not  suppose  you  are  in  any  apprehension  of  those  Texans  attack- 
ing you  from  inside.  They  will  not  do  it.  I  hear  to-day  on  my 
arrival  that  my  two  gunboats  retook  Bnwhear  City  without  opposition 
and  the  Texans  are  getting  out  of  the  country  as  fast  as  possible.  We 
liave  killed  many  of  them  and  taken  many  prisoners  since  they  first 
came  into  this  country.  They  attacked  Helena  with  12,000  or  15.000 
and  were  repulsed  by  a  part  of  Grant's  army  and  Porter's  gunlioats, 
and  they  attacked  about  the  same  time  Donaldsonville  with  about 
5,000,  and  we  had  2  gunboats  on  hand  and  about  280  men  in  the  fort, 
and  we  must  have  killed  about  500  of  them  and  captured  200  more,  and 
they  captured  900  at  Helena.  So  you  see  they  will  not  go  home  as 
strong  as  they  ca-ne  out;  and  wfcen  the  day  arrives,  which  will  not 

Srobably  be  before  October  or  November,  I  think  we  will  walk  into 
ralveston.  I  hope  to  see  you  do  that  work,  as  you  have  had  the  watch- 
ing there  so  long.  I  shall  now  go  home  to  see  the  Secretary  and 
Mrs.  F.  for  a  short  time     If  1  had  any  place  to  take  Mrs.  F.  exoe^t 


J 
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low;  expoc'tod  to  die;  lie  nmst  go  lioiiie,  and  you  niiiHt  come  up  here 
as  soon  as  possi])Io,  as  my  time  is  flying  and  tho  Department  expects 
to  see  nie  and  hav(»,  me  out  here  l)y  1st  of  Octoter.  So  come  up  at 
(inco.  Your  ship  niust  go  home  to  be  repaired  for  the  winter's  work. 
I  regret  all  this  if  it  disappoints  you  of  a  trip  home,  but  I  hope  you 
will  make  prize  monc^y  enough  to  eompensate. 
Very  truly,  your  fri<»nd, 

1).  (i.  Farragut, 

Rear-AdviiraL 
Conmiodore  11.  II.  Hki.l. 


(>r(h r  of  Rill r- Admiral  Fanuujut^  IL  S.  JVavt/^  to  Cofnmodare  Sell^ 
U.  S.  .V*''/'//,  to  iissniiu  co}ii)itiUid  <tf  thr  West  (hdf  Sqitudron  during 
fh*'  ahsenre  ({f  the  form  *fr. 

Flagship  Tennessee, 

Xrx^  OrleauH^  July  29,  186^^ 

Comm()1x.)kk:  Upon  my  arrival  here  from  a  trip  to  Pensacola  and 
Ship  Jshmd  1  found  Oonnnodore  Morris  very  ill,  and  the  prevailing- 
opinion  among  th(»  surgeons  is  that  he  should  go  home  immediately, 
and  that  it  was  doubtful  if  his  life  could  ho  preserved  even  hy  that 
eourse.  This  compels  nie  to  cliange  my  plans  and  call  on  you  to 
come  up  to  this  place  and  assume  the  connnand  of  the  West  Gulf 
Blockading;  Squadron  during  my  absence*. 

You  will  then^fore  proceed  to  New  Orhniiis  as  soon  as  possible,  as 
my  time  is  limited,  and  every  day  is  one  lost,  as  I  will  l>e  required  to 
be  back  again  by  a  given  time. 

You  will  take  connnand  of  the  l^nHacola  as  your  flagship,  and  can 
use  the  Tnmrssct'  or  any  other  of  tho  s(juadron  for  running  around  if 
you  wish  to  go  out^^ide.  You  can  conn*  up  in  the  BrotMyn  or  lUen- 
vlllr  as  soon  as  you  [)l(»ase.  C/aptain  Kmmons  will  tjike  the  Brooklyn 
home  to  be  repaired  before  the  fall.  Cai)tain  .Jenkins  will  take  the 
lili'hinond.  \\o\\\(\  and  (Jonnnodore  Palmer  the  Hartford,  They  must 
all  be  repaired  before  th(\v  can  stand  a  wint(»r\s  cruise  outside. 

The  river  from  New  Orleans  up  has  been  turned  over  to  Acting 
Rear  Admiral  Porter,  and  we  have  plenty  of  vessels  for  the  blockade. 
A  lot  of  vessels  will  be  left  you. 

I  regret  to  have  hurried  you  thus,  but  the  determined  opposition  of 
Connnodore  Morris,  who  did  not  wish  to  give  up,  has  embarrassed 
me  for  the  la^t  month. 

I  shall  send  Captain  (irillis  down  to  take  your  ])lace  on  the  coast  of 
Texas,  and  Ic^ave  Caj[)tain  (loldsborough  off  Mobile.  Thev  have  both 
done  their  duty  w<»ir  in  connnand  of  that  station.  You  will  And  your- 
self nmch  eml)arrassed  for  want  of  oflii^ers  and  men,  but  1  w  ill  (fo  my 
best  to  procure  them  on  mv  arrival  North.  The  vessels  are  repairing 
as  fast  as  possible,  and  otliei-s  require  it  as  fast  as  these  go  out.  7 
shall  have  to  s(»n(l  home  some  three  or  four  of  the  gunboats  also. 

1  will  leave  blank  res<ripts  for  a  court-mai'tial,  so  that  you  ma}'  try 

anvone  you  think  lUM-essarv.     I  will  send  the  mortar  boats  to  Pensa- 

a  for  repairs,  as  th(^  health  of  tln^  men  will  be  better  preservnl 
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there.  I  am  having  machinery  nent  there  for  the  machine  shop.  Mr. 
Shock,  the  engineer  of  the  Ifleet,  has  it  in  charge,  as  well  as  the 
repairs  of  all  tne  engines,  etc.,  of  the  vessels.  1  shall  leave  the  fleet 
paymaster  also  to  assist  you. 

1  regret  this  necessity  which  takes  you  out  of  your  ship,  etc.,  but  I 
hope  you  will  be  compensated  for  it  during  my  absence.  Keep  some 
of  the  fastest  vessels  on  the  blockade  30  or  40  miles  in  the  offing, 
and  you  will  catch  all  the  l>lockade  runners  and  break  up  the  Havana 
trade  completely. 

The  MonongaJielii^  AlhatroHH^  lAichawanna^  Tenn^Hnee^  and  some  of 
the  captured  vessels  are  very  fast,  and  captured  vessels  are  only  fit  for 
such  cruising. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Adams  commands  at  Ship  Island  with  ability, 
and  as  soon  as  the  little  boat  Commodore  is  finished  you  can  put  two 
or  three  boats  in  the  [Mississippi]  Sound  and  Lake  Pontchartrain  and 
break  up  the  smuggling  in  that  quarter.  Brashear  City  will  require 
two  boats;  there  are  four  there  now,  and  you  can  keep  one  or  two 
down  the  coast  of  Texas  and  Mexico  to  look  after  the  Confederates. 

The  English  prizes  I  would  recommend  for  the  purpose;  the  Antona^ 
Arizona^  and  Princess  Royal  when  they  can  be  spared.  I  would  let 
the  blockaders  keep  changing  the  vessels  so  as  to  give  the  men  a  run 
on  shore  to  prevent  scurvy  from  getting  among  the  crew. 

These  are  very  general  instructions,  but  or  course  they  are  only 
general,  and  in  confiding  this  charge  to  you  I  feel  that  it  will  l)e 
executed  w  ith  as  much  fidelity  and  judgment  as  by  myself. 

Wishing  you  a  pleasant  time,  1  remain,  very  truly,  your  obedient 
servant, 

D.  (x.  Farragut, 

Rear'Adihiral. 

Commodore  11.  II.  Bell, 

Command'nKj  Texas  B1ocl'adt\ 

P.  S. — 1  shall  sail  as  soon  as  1  can  make  my  armngements  and  not 
w^ait  for  your  arrival,  l)elioving  tluit  all  will  l>e  well  comprehended  by 
you  from  these  general  instructions. 
Respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 

Rear-  A  dm iral. 

Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Farragut^  l\  S\  N^avy^  to  Commodore  liell^ 
V.  /9.  Navy^  jyn  vf^ms  t(t  tlu'  dt'}uirt}ir<  of  the  former  fm*  the  North, 

New  Orleans,  July  ^29,,  1803— 10  j\  in. 

Dear  Commodore:  I  am  so  anxious  to  get  off  that  I  send  the  Alha- 
truss  down  to  let  you  know  that  1  will  keep  Captain  Emmons  here  to 
sign  papers  and  keep  thc^  wheels  a  rolling  until  3'ou  arrive.  There  are 
certain  duties  that  must  be  done  daily,  such  as  sign  requisitions  and 
papers.  When  your  ship  arrives  he  can  take  her  and  go  home,  and  you 
taKB  the  Penmcola,  The  Government  appears  to  have  sent  out  a 
machinist  to  work  at  her  engines  as  much  as  he  wishes.  I  have  taken 
no  notice  of  him,  but  shall  tell  the  Department  what  1  think  of  it. 

Poor  Morris;  how  sad  it  was  to  see  his  mind  so  fading;  the  on!}' 
thing  he  dwelt  upon  was  liow  he  would  arrange  it  with  you  when  he 
came  back.     I  told  him  that  was  very  easy;  that  you  would  be  deli^lvtftA. 
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to  ^<i  home  to  i^ee  rour  family  iind  give  up  the  ship  unil  »|iiatlron  t 
him.  That  appeared  to  satisfy  him.  Poor  fellow;  he  does  not  lot' 
tui  if  he  could  get  home. 

Sartori  will  be  down  in  u  day  or  two,  and  you  will   Iind  pleiitn 
getting  ready  daily. 

There  are  three  of  the  gunlxiatH  tliat  will  have  to  go  home,  It<uca 
Wituma,  Kinei),  and  perhaps  the  PiicahmUix.     Hurry  up. 
Very  truly,  your  frif^nd  and  obedient  servant. 

1).  G.  Farraout, 

Rriii-' Admiral . 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

CoDimandiny  U.  S.  Fnrcea,  Guif  of  Mf-i-'ui: 


Ordei'  of  Commodnre  Bdl,  U. 
RiHith,  F.  A'.  Nav'j,  to 


!.  iVbwy,  to  Actina  Volitnieer  Jjteui^ 

lommnnd  of  tiie  U.  S.  S.  Antotta. 
V.  S.  Steam  Sux)p  Brooklyn, 

Of  Galveston,  July  «9,  ISGS. 
Sir;  You  will  proceed  on  Iward  of  theU.  S.  gunboat  An(o7ia  andl 
relieve  Acting  Master  Thomas  Pirkering  of  the  command  of  her,  heM 
having  been  ordered  to  the  North.  W 

You  will  be  particular  to  receive  from  him  the  .sailing  instrui'tionftfl 
of  the  veissel  and  all  the  regulation's  and  laws  left  in  her  by  her  late^ 
oommander.  Acting  Maister  Charles  T.  Chase.  '    - 

Very  respectfullv, 

H.  H.Bbll, 

Commodore. 
Acting  Volunteer  Liinitwnant  Warrington  D.  Koath, 

/'.  iS'.  ^.  Neiii  London,  off  Gahie»ton. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Jfdvv,  to  Lieutetumi  Deioey,  I 
U.  S.  NiWif,  to  jmioeetl  to  duly  rm  tlie  jf.  S.  S,  Brooklyn. 
Fi,Aa- Steamer  Tennessee, 
N^o  fM^Tig,  Jidy  S9,  1863. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  duty  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Mononga—\ 
heta,  and  you  will  report  vourself  to  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell  for  duty  I 
on  board  the  l^.  S.  S.  Bn>okly,>, 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  (i.  Fabraout, 

Reiir-  A  dmiral. 
Lieutenant  (iRORUK  Dewrt, 

r.  S.  S.  M"'>ongahehi. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Fmragut,  U.  S.  Xitpt/,  tu  Captuin  Eviuic-., 
U.  S.  Navy,  ioasHinn/;  emnrnatnd  of  the  Went  (}uif  SijntidnmwitilthiA 
arrival  of  Cmnnwdore  Bell. 

Flag-Steamer  Tennemee,  July  SO,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  take  charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  squadron  as  senior  I 
officer  in  New  Orleans  until  the  arrival  of  Commodore  Bell  at  this  city,  I 
at  which  time  you  will  turn  things  over  to  him  as  tempomry  com-l 
mander  of  the  sqiiadmn,  giving  him  all  the  information  in  your  | 
passesxion. 
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Commodore  Bell  will  tuin  over  the  conmiaiitl  of  the  BntuHyn  to y 
as  soon  as  he  can,  unci  will  permit  you  to  take  her  to  New  York  f 
repairs,  which,  it  is  hop<?d,  will  lie  uiadn  aw  soon  iw  possible,  and  return  I 
to  the  station.  I 

Your  principal  duties  will  be  the  attending  to  the  repairs  of  the  ves-  | 
seh  now  going  on,  in  which  you  will  be  assisted  by  the  enc^ineer  of  the  \ 
fleet,  Mr.  Shock,  and  the  caipenter  of  the  I'vusa^a.     The  fleet  pay- 
master, Mr.  Duun,  will  attend   to  the  tinanetal   matters  under  your  I 
Hupervision  and  signature.  [ 

The  signiug  requisitions  and  papers  to  vessels  going  across  the  lake  ' 
and  in  the  Mississippi  will  be  the  most  of  3'our  woilk,  but  it  will  l»e  \ 
well  not  to  sign  a  pass  until  it  has  been  signed  by  the  collector  and 
miljtaiy  commander,  and  it  will  save  you  much  trouble.  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Perkins,  of  the  J*e7imcofa,  will  give  you  all  the  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  ordnance  stores,  coal,  eti-.;  they  are  in  charge  of 
Gunner  Koe.  Mr.  Starrett,  the  oixlnunce  officer  of  the  station,  haw  a 
leave  for  one  month,  and  will  be  bat-k  in  about  three  weeks.  The.  ord- 
nance vessel  is  going  to  Pensacola,  where  there  is  a  large  quantity  of 
ordnance  stores,  in  the  bark  Amh-rmm  and  the  Nightingiih^  of  every 
description. 

The  morter  Iwats  are  all  bound  to  Pensacola  for  repairs  and  the 
health  of  their  crews.  1  wish  the  vessels  sent  out  to  the  different 
blockades  aa  fast  as  repaired,  always  keeping  at  this  city  the  Pi-nnacoln^ 
Pt/rtsm»utA,  and  store  vessels,  and  sucn  others  us  the  commanding 
officer  may  think  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  plai-e. 

1  wish  the  Calhoun  &nd  ('ommod'/fe  sent  mund  to  the  [Mississippi] 
Sound  as  soon  as  finished;  the  latter  should  be  under  the  direction  of 
Lieutenant-Commander  Adams  for  a  few  days  before  going  into  Lake   1 
Pontchartrain  to  clear  the  bayous  of  smugglers,  etc.,  in  the  sound,  r  ■ 
an  assistant  to  the  JncJcmm. 
Very  resiwctfully, 


it.  (1 


Captain  Geo.  F.  Emmons,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  1' 


Farraoct. 

R.yir-A<h,u 


■«h 


Order  nf  Rear- Admiral  Fdrra^ut,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  JenJciita^  ' 
U.  S.  Nitvt/,  (•ominandintj  U.  S.  S.  Richmond^  to  jwocted  to  Nein  J 
York, 

Flaq-Hteaher  Tenmebsee, 
Nm^  fh-UaiM,  July  30,  1863. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed,  with  the  U.  S.  steam  sloon  Richwond  ^^udet  I 
your  conunand  to  New  York,  and  upon  your  arrival  report  in  writing 
to  the  himonible  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  stating  that  you  require  extf'u- 
sive  rejiairs  and  that  the  terms  of  enlistment  of  the  majority  of  your 
crew  have  expired  or  will  expire  in  August. 

You  will  report  your  arrival  in  person  to  the  commandant  of  the 
New  York  navy  yard.  ' 

Very  respectfully. 


Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins, 

Commandinf)  U.  S.  St''ii 


D.  G.  Faeraodt, 

Rmr-Adinirirf. 


Shx.p  Ri<-iu>. 
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(hder  of  Rear- Admiral  Farraijut^  U.  S.  ^avy^  to  Lieutenani- 
(hmmandi'V  Cooke^  U,  S.  JVart/,  to  resume  romnuuid  of  the  U,  S,  S. 
Eatrella. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Tennessee, 

Neic  Orleans,  July  30,  1863. 

Sir:  Having  been  honorably  acquitted  of  the  charges  preferred 
against  3'ou,  you  will  relieve  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wiggin  in 
the  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  ^HreUa, 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

ReaT'Adffniral. 
Lieutenant-Conmiander  A.  P.  Cooke,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  U,  S.  Na^iry,  to  Actina  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Upton,  17,  IS,  Navy,  to  resume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Anzona, 

U.  S.  Fijig-Steamer  Tennessee, 

Neiv  Orham,  July  30,1863. 

Sir:  Having  been  honorably  acquitted  of  the  charges  preferred^ 
against  you,  you  will  resume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Arizofw. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  (t.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admlrfd. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J).  P.  Ui^ton,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  U,  S.  JVavy,  to  the  senior  ojfieer  in 
Benoick  Hay,  regarding  affairs  in  th<>se  wat'ers. 

Flag-Stkamer  Tennessee,  July  30, 1863. 

Sir:  I  am  delighted  to  find  that  the  Sachem,  Captain  Johnson,  and 
yourself  got  round  in  time  to  take  possession  of  the  bay  and  its 
dependencies. 

If  you  can  do  anything  in  the  way  of  following  them  up  and  cap- 
turing some  of  them,  as  an  evidence  of  your  energy,  let  the  command- 
ing officer.  Commodore  Bell,  know  as  soon  as  the  vessels  can  be  sjmred, 
so  that  you  can  go  somewhere  else. 

Captain  Crocker  has  a  little  project  on  hand  for  the  Sa^^hem,  which 
1  think  well  of,  and  will  inform  Commodore  Bell  of  it  and  let  him  say 
when  they  can  go  down  there. 

Send  the  Iloliyhovh  back  as  soon  as  she  can  l)e  si)}ired. 
Respectfully, 

1).  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral, 

The  Senior  Officer  at  Bkrwick  Bay. 


Rejnyrt  of  Rewr- Admiral  Farragut,  U,  S,  NoAyy,  regarding  th^  impaired 
condltiim  of  vessels  arriving  on  the  JreM  &tdf  station. 

No.  129.]  Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

Netf)  Orleans,  July  30,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Department  would  be  astonished  to  see  the  condition  in 
which  vessels  are  sent  out  to  me  on  this  station.     To  explain,  I  will 
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remark  that  I  have  at  least  six  vessels  in  this  port  just  out  from  the 
JNorth.  It  being  necessary  to  dispatch  a  vessel  to  Galveston  to  relieve 
the  Bienville  (said  to  require  urgent  repairs  to  her  rudder),  I  "found 
that  I  had  not  a  vessel  that  coula  be  gotten  ready  for  sea  in  less  than 
fortv-eight  hours,  and  they  required  ii'om  that  period  to  ten  days,  gen- 
erally averaging  from  five  to  eight  days.  It  is  not  surprising  that  the 
gunboats  which  have  been  long  cruising  should  be  in  this  condition, 
but  there  is  no  difference  between  them  and  the  new  vessels.  This 
state  of  affairs  is  owing  to  the  rapid  increase  in  the  engineer  corps. 
The  majority  of  them  know  very  little  of  their  duties,  and  their  engines 
are  cut  up  and  ruined  by  neglect  and  want  of  proper  care,  and  I  might 
have  added  occasionally  by  experimenting,  as  m  the  case  of  the  Pensa- 
cola^  where  the  agent  of  Mr.  Sickles  the  other  day  barely  missed  kill- 
ing some  four  or  five  men,  and  the  Perisacola  can  not  move,  be  her 
necessities  what  they  mav,  in  less  than  two  or  three  weeks. 

Three  of  the  ships  and  three  of  the  gunlwats  I  will  be  compelled  to 
send  home  to  repair  before  thay  can  perform  winter  service  in  the 
Gulf.     We  will  do  better  when  we  get  away  from  the  influence  of  this 
city,  which  I  will  do  for  them  as  soon  as  possible. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farhagut, 

Rear- Admiral, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  ^avt/,  WashinrfUxn^  I),  V, 


(h'(ler  of  Rear-Adnural  Farragut^  U,  S,  Navy^  to  Lieatetiant-  Omi- 
manaei*  Franklin^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  a^nmne  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Oneida. 

Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

Keio  (Jrleima^  July  31^  1863, 

Sir:  So  soon  as  your  leave  has  expired  you  will  report  yourself  to 
the  senior  naval  officer  present  here  for  the  command  of  the  U.  S. 
steam  sloop  Oneida, 

Very  respectfully,  D.  (j.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral, 

Lieutenant-Coniniander  S.  R.  Franklin,  IT.  S.  Navv. 


(hder  of  Rear- Admiral  Farratjnt,,  U,  S.  Xaru^  to   Commander  8a r- 
torl^  U,  S,  Navy,^  to  ass atne  command  tf  the  U,  S,  S,  Monongahela, 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleans,  July  31,  1863. 

Sir:  So  soon  as  Captain  P^nmions  is  ready  to  take  command  of  the 
Brooklyn  you  will  relieve  him  of  the  command  of  the  17.  S.  S.  Mtmon- 
gahelu. 

Very  respectfully,  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Rear- Ad m  Iral, 

Commander  L.  C.  Sartori, 

Catnvumdijuj  U.  S.  Ship  Portsmouth. 


430  WEST   GULF   BLOCKADING   SQUADRON. 

Order  of  Rmr- Admiral  Farrayut^  U,  S.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant- Ooti^ 
inanaer  Perkins^  U.  S.  Na/cy^  to  assume  command  of  the  U.  8.  S. 
Sciota. 

Flag-Steamer  Tennessee, 

New  Orleafw^  J^dy  31^  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Penmoula, 
and  you  will  report  to  the  senior  naval  officer  present  here  for  the 
command  of  the  U.  8.  gunboat  Sciota. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Retir- Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  H.  Perkins, 

U.  S,  Steam  Sloop  Pei^acola. 


Order  of  Rtar-Admind  yatrayut^  U,  S.  Navy^  to  LieiUeriant'Cout- 
manaer  Henry ^  U.  S.  JVavy^  to  asifU7fie  command  of  the  U.  S.  sloop 
Portsmouth, 

Flagship  Tennessee, 
JVew  Orleans^  Jxdy  31^  1863. 

Sir:  You  arc  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Sciotn^tLud 
3'ou  will  report  to  the  .senior  officer  present  here  for  the  command  of 
the  U.  S.  sloop  Portsmouth  as  soon  as  she  is  vacated  by  Commander 
Sartori. 

Very  respectfully, 

1).  G.  Farragut, 

Pear-Admiral. 
Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W.  Henry, 

Connnandimj  U.  S.  GuiiIhmU  Sciota. 


een* 


Order  if  II* nr- Admiral  Farragut.^  U.  S.  Xavu^  tn  Acting  Mast^'r  Gn 
U.  S.  Nacy^  Up  assume  command  of  the  U,  S,  S.  Commod/)re, 

Flah-Steamer  Tennessee, 
yttr  OrleaiiH^  Jnlq  31^  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  duty  on  board  the  U.  S.  S. 
Oneida^  and  you  will  report  to  the  senior  naval  officer  present  here 
for  the?  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Comnutdore^  now  building  at  this 
place. 

Very  res}>ectfully, 

1).  i\,  Farragut, 

Ptar- Admiral. 

Acting-Master  Francis  [M. J  Green, 

fJ,  S.  S,  Oneida. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Farrauut,  U.  S.  Nat>y,to  Lieutmumt  M<-Nair^ 

U.  S.  Niioy,  iki  report  for  mity 'in  hoard  the  U.  S.  S.  Pemucola. 

Flag-Steamek  Tennebske, 

iVew  Orlfom,  July  31,  1863. 
Sir;  You  fti-o  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  S,  Seminole,  and  you 
will  report  tu  Ihe  senior  imvul  officer  present  here  for  duty  on  b(»rd 
the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  J '(-»«aiv/a. 
Very  respectfully, 

D,  G.  Fahkaout, 

Hear- Admiral. 
Lieutouant  F.  V.  McNaik. 

Voiiimiindlmj  U.  A'.  S.  Sviiiiiu/li:. 


cr  of  C 

Natyy. 


immod^iri-  HcUy  O.  S.  Naoy^to  C'lmmandtr  MitUany-,  U.  S. 
b}  assuini;  tempontry  command'  of  the  Tehran  blockade, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sluoi-  Bkooklyn, 

Off  Galt^iofi,  Jidy  31,  1863. 

Sir:  Yuu  will  take  cuniDiand  of  the  bloekaditig  furt'cs  on  the  coaist 
of  Texas  until  the  arrival  of  Captain  George  r.  Emmons  or  some 
other  officer  who  may  bo  apjwintod  to  relieve  you. 

You  will  please  dispatch  one  of  the  gunboats  without  delay  to  the 
Kio  Grande  to  look  after  the  trade  at  that  point,  especially  the  steam- 
ers, tivo  in  number,  whii-h  are  said  to  be  lying  there.  The  S!r  Wil- 
liam Peel  is  said  to  be  one  of  them,  and  that  she  is  prepating  or  lilting 
for  a  privateer.  If  there  shall  appear  to  be  any  good  grounds  for  the 
impression,  the  officer  sent  on  this  duty  should  demand  the  energetic 
interference  of  the  Mexican  authorities,  and  should  keep  a  vigilant 
watch  upon  her,  and  overhaul  her  as  soon  as  she  quits  neutral  waters. 
He  can  send  the  AiUoua  to  give  you  cori-ect  information  tw  to  the  ves- 
sels there. 

You  will  please  send  the  Antona  to  take  Acting  Master  George 
Taylor  and  tne  launch  of  the  hark  W.  G.  Atidcmon  to  that  vessel  bloct- 
admg  off  Aransas  and  to  bring  liack  Mr.  Taylor  to  this  ship.  Having 
performed  this  duty,  dispatch  nor  to  cruise  under  the  orders  previously 
given  her  hv  Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  dire^-ting  her  commander 
to  proceed  iir«t  to  the  Rio  Giunde  and  act  in  concert  with  the  senior 
officer  there  should  that  officer  consider  his  presence  necessary. 

When  you  can  sjiare  the  New  London  send  her  to  join  the  Owfuco 
on  blockade  off  Sabine  Pass, 

Address  to  me  at  New  Orleans  ail  communications  intended  for  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
I  Very  respectfully, 

LH.  H.  Bell,  Vomnunlfrv. 
Commander  J.  R.  M,  Mulianv, 
Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bie/ioiUu,  off  Galucstun. 
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Order  of  Rear-Adviiral  Farragut,,  IL  S.  Nary^  to  Commodore  jRell^ 
V.  S.  Navy^  to  hoist  his  hroadpennavt  <m  the  IL  S.  S.  Pensacdla. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Neir  Orleans^  Augv^t  i,  t86S. 

Commodore:  You  will  hoist  your  lnoad  pennant  upon  the  PenMuxia^ 
and  thence  wherever  you  may  think  fit  teniporaril}-  to  go. 

I  think  you  will  find  the  Tennessee  a  very  comfortable  vessel  to  use 
for  the  purpose  of  moving  about  when  you  wish  to  visit  the  squadrons 
or  Pensacola. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  (i.  Farragut,  ^ 

Rear-  Admiral. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navv, 

Coitimandinij  Western  Gulf  Blochadiiuj  Sfjiuid/nm. 


Letter  from  Rtar-Admind  Farragut^  U,   S,  Aavy^to  Acting  Retir- 
Admiral  Porter^  U.  S,  Nai>y^  ^;7V6vV>?/«  to  the  dejmrturc  ofthefortner 
for  the  North, 

U.  S.  Flacjship  Hartford, 
Sew  (hleans^  August  i,  lHi>3, 

Admiral:  I  congratulate  you  upon  your  arrival  at  this  city  and 
rejoice  that  we  have  been  able  to  meet  hero  to  make  the  transfer  of 
the  charge  of  the  Mississippi  River  from  New  Orleans  to  the  head- 
waters, and  at  the  same  time  to  i*eceive  the  announcement  from  you 
that  the  entire  Mississippi  to  St.  Louis  is  free  from  the  annoyances  of 
the  rebels,  and  that  I  can  carry  with  me  the  glad  tidings  that  it  is  open 
to  commerce. 

Your  presence  off  this  city  will  relieve  all  doubts  on  the  subject,  and 
I  hope  it  will  not  be  closed  or  interrupted  again,  but  that  peace  and 
tranquillitv  will  soon  follow  these  glorious  events.  I  now  take  my 
leave  for  tne  North  to  make  a  short  visit  to  my  family.  I  wish  you 
may  have  a  pleasant  summer  and  a  speedy  end  of  your  labors,  and, 
like  myself,  be  able  to  take  your  departure  for  homo. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

I),  (i.  Fakragut, 

Renr-AdmlraL 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  D.  I).  Poktkk,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TIV^A/v;  FlotiUa, 


thdi-r  of  Contmandtr  Mullany^  U.  <S.  San/,  to  Lieutenant- Com- 
mander Dana^  U.  S,  Nary^  eonnnandlnq  IJ,  iS\  S.  Cayuga^  to 
pr(K*eed  to  blockade  duty  off  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande, 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  Galveaton^  Te,r,^  August  1^  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  tlie  U.  S.  gunboat  Cayuga  under 
vour  command  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  (ininde,  for  the  purpose  of 
looking  after  the  trade  at  that  point,  especially  the  steamers^  five  in 
number,  which  are  said  to  be  lying  there. 
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The  Sir  Jf^illiam  Peel  is  said  to  be  one  of  them,  and  that  she  is  pre- 
paring or  fitting  for  a  privateer.  If  there  shall  appear  to  be  any 
good  grounds  for  the  impression,  you  will  demand  the  energetic  inter- 
ference of  the  Mexican  authorities,  and  keep  a  vigilant  watch  upon 
her,  and  overhaul  her  as  soon  as  she  quits  neutral  waters. 

The  Aiitona  is  ordered  to  cruise  off  the  southern  coast  of  Texas  and 
to  communicate  with  you  occasionally  for  the  purpose  of  such  coope- 
ration as  vou  may  find  necessary  in  carrying  out  these  orders. 

If  anything  of  importance  should  arise,  send  the  Antona  to  report 
to  me. 

You  will  deliver  the  accompanying  dispatch  for  the  governor  of 
Matamoras  to  the  commander  at  Bagdad,  at  the  entmnce  to  th<^  Rio 
Grande. 

When  you  find  your  coal  getting  low,  you  will  return  to  this  point 
for  a  fresh  supply. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  MULLANY, 

Cmnrnander  and  Senioj'  Officer  Present, 

Lieutenant-Commander  Wm.  H.  Dana, 

Commanding  U,  S,  S,  Cayiuja^  off  GalvesUm^  Tea', 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell^  U.  S.  Nairy,,  of  arrival  at  New  Orleans  to 

assume  comm.and  (pfth^  West  Gulf  Sqwadron, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Off  Neio  Oi'leans^  A  ugvst  -^,  1863. 

Sir:  Rear-Admirial  Farragut  having  placed  me  on  board  of  the 
U.  S.  steam  sloop  Pensa<^)la  in  temporary  command  of  the  Western 
Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  I  arrived  here  from  Galveston  on  the  2d 
instant  and  assumed  the  command. 

Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  in  the  Hartford^  passed  the  bar  at  South 
West  Pass  at  7  a.  in.  of  the  same  day,  on  his  way  to  the  North.  The 
Richmond,,  in  command  of  Captain  Jenkins,  went  out  the  day  before. 

Captain  James  Alden  arrived  on  the  night  of  the  2d,  but  being  too 
late  tor  the  Richimmd,^  he  is  directed  to  return  to  Washington.  As 
the  Brooklyn  could  not  be  spared  from  Galveston  blockade  without  a 
relief,  I  left  her  there  until  another  vessel  could  be  sent  to  take  her 
place,  and  I,  this  morning,  dispatched  the  Tennessee^  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W.  Henry,  for  that  purpose. 

The  Brooklyn^  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Hat- 
field, will  touch  at  South  West  Pass  to  receive  her  commander,  Cap- 
tain Emmons,  and  then  proceed  to  the  North. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Comdg,  West  Gulf  Blockading  8(ixiadron  pro  tem^ 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nam/,,  Washington  Cit/y^  D,  C, 
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^hdfr  of  the  Secretary  of  the  JVari/  to  Acting  Mmter  Sej^tm^  U.  S. 
Navy^  commanding  C.  aS.  Hchoonei*  Kittatinny^  to  proceed  to  duty  in 
the  West  Gulf  Sf/v^drmi. 

Navy  Department,  August  -J,  I86S. 

Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  schooner  Kittatinny  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  and  report  to  Rear-Adniiral  Farragutfor  diit}'  in  the  Western 
Gulf  Blockading  Sciiiadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Cjideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Actinff  Master  I.  D.  Seyburn, 

Uommandiiuj  U,  S.  ScluMfncr  Kittatlmnj^  New  York. 


Lrtter  from.  Major- (reneraf  Bankn^  U.  A'.  Army^  to  Counmdore  Be/l^ 
U.  S.  Navyn  regarding  expected  attack  upon.  Ship  Island. 

Hdqr*s.  Deit.  of  the  Gulf,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

New  Orleam^^  August  ^,  1863. 

Commodore:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  hear  throug'h 
many  sources  that  the  enemy  at  Mobile  intend  making  a  sudden  and 
vigorous  attack  on  Ship  Island.  1  am  satisfied  that  there  is  good 
ground  to  apprehend  such  a  movement,  and  will  at  once  send  two  addi- 
tional regiments  of  infantry  there. 

I  respei^tfully  request  that  you  will  lend  us  such  aid  in  that  quarter 
as  may  be  in  your  power,  and  would  suggest  standing  a  light-draft 
ironclad  into  the  lake,  where  it  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  act  verv 
promptly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obi»dient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Majt^r-  (rvM I -ral^  ( -tnn  mandifu/. 
Commodore  H.  II.  Bell, 

U,  S.  Nany^  Commanding^  v.tv. 


letter  from  Commodoi^e  Bell^  U,  S,  Nary^  tn  Major- (rmeral  Bankn^ 
U.  S.  Army^  regarding  cofj/^erat ion  agahtst  expectrd  attack  tfpm  Ship 
Is/and, 

IJ.  S.  Steam  Su)or  Pensacola, 
Off  .\ew  Orleann,  Augtust  J,,  1863. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  (at  8  p.  m.)  to  receive  your  letter  of 
this  date,  informing  me  of  the  probability  of  an  inunediato  attack 
l)eing  made  on  Ship  Island  b}"  the  enemy  from  Mobile. 

I  have  no  ironclad  of  li^ht  draft  at  my  disposal,  but  will  immediately 
dispatoh  one  or  more  efficient  vessels  toact  in  the  sound.  In  the  course 
of  two^  or  three  days  1  expect  to  have  two  small  vessels  capable  of 
acting  in  the  lake. 

We  shall  meet  them  in  the  [Miasissippi]  Sound  and  defeat  them  if 
they  come. 

I  have  the  honor  to  Ih»,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Comdg,  West  Gulf  Bit n^ka ding  Squadnm  pro  tem, 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks,  U.  S.  Army. 
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Order  fff  Cotumodore  Bdl^  V,  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  M(ia>mh,  TJ*  S. 
Nary^  eomviandiny   U.  S.  S,   Genesee,  to  proceed  to  tlie  defense  of 
Skip  Island. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  August  5,  1863. 

Sir:  As  80on  as  the  Geiiesee  can  be  got  ready  for  sea,  you  will  pro- 
ceed without  delay  to  Ship  Island  to  assist  in  its  defense.  I  have  been 
informed  by  Major-Geneml  Banks  that  he  has  reliable  information 
that  the  enemy  at  Mobile  intend  to  make  an  immediate  attack  on  Ship 
Island,  and  that  he  will  send  two  infantry  re^ments  there  for  its 
defense.  You  will  find  there  the  Vincennes,  Lieutenant  Commander 
H.  A.  Adams,  and  the  steamer  Jackson,  who  will  cooperate  with  you. 

The  Oenesee  is  the  lightest  draft  vessel  of  force  that  I  have.  Should 
the  enemy  appear,  attack  him  with  such  steamers  as  you  may  have, 
and  you  will  be  irresistible.  I  will. send  the  Estrella  to-night  to  assist 
you.  Not  one  of  them  should  escape;  if  they  come  out,  follow  them 
up  with  the  Jackson  and  Estrella. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,  Comdg.  West  Golf  Blockdg.  Sqtuid/ronpro  tetn. 

Commander  W.  H.  Mac^omb, 

U.  S,  S.  Genesee. 


Order  of  Comuiodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten- 
ant Wiggin,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  assmn^  command  of  the  V.  S.  S. 
Tennessee. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Off  New  Orleans,  Augusts,  1H6S. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  Lieutenant  Cooke  appears  on  board  the   FMrella 
to  relieve  you,  you  will  consider  yourselr  detached  from  her. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  Tennessee  to  this  port,  proceed  on  board  of 
her  and  relieve  Lieutenant-Commander  Henry  of  her  command. 
Very  respectfully, 

[H.  H.  Bell], 
Commodore,  Cojnmandvng. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Geo.  Wiggin, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Estrella. 


Report  of  Commodore .  BeU,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  force  sent  to 

rejyel  the  attack  upon  Ship  Island. 

II.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  Neic  Orlemui,  August  6,  1863. 

Sir:  On  tli(^  4th  instant  Major-CTcneral  Banks  informed  me  by  note 
that  he  had  reliable  information  that  "the  enemv,  at  Mobile,  mtend 
making  a  sudden  and  vigorous  attack  on  Ship  Island,"  and  re(|uested 
that  I  should  lend  him  aid  in  that  quarter. 

In  compliance  therewith  I  dispatched  the  steam  tug  Jasmine  on  the 
5th  to  warn  Captain  Goldsborough,  commanding  off  Mobile,  of  the 
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danger,  and  suggesting  his  sending  into  Mississippi  Sound  such  Iwht- 
draft  steamers  as  be  may  have,  and  informed  him  that  the  uT  8. 
steamers  G'^^^^?^,  Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  and  ^^r^Z/^,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  A.  P.  Cooke,  should  be  sent  the  same  day  to  Ship  Island; 
and  those  two  vessels  were  sent  that  night  to  Ship  Island.  When 
they  arrive,  there  will  be  in  the  sound  the  sloop  of  war  Vlncenfu^^  the 
steamers  Genesee^  Jackson^  and  Estrella^  and  perhaps  a  gunboat  or  two 
from  Captain  Goldsborough.  The  general  informed  me  that  he  would 
send  over  two  infantry  regiments.  1  think  they  will  not  have  the 
temerity  to  attack  such  a  force. 

The  Calhoun  is  expected  to  be  ready  on  the  8th  and  shall  be  sent 
there. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  ol>ediont  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Conidy.  We^t  Gvlf  BliXihadirvg  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Weli^es, 

Secretai'y  of  the  Nacy^  Washington^  D.  G. 


Order  (rf  Conwiander  Mullany^  U.  S,  Navy^  to  Lieute^uint-  Commander 
Hatfidd^  U.  S.  Navy^  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn^  to  proceed 
to  South  Went  Pa^H, 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  Galveatim^  7kr.,  Aiujmt  6^  186 J. 

Sir:  The  BnKMyn  is  hereby  detached  from  the  blockade  off  Gal- 
veston, and  you  will  proceed  without  delay  to  the  South  West  Pass, 
Mississippi  Kiver,  in  accordance  with  the  enclosed  order  from  Commo- 
dore Bell. 

Very  respectfully  your  ol^edient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 
Cohiiaander  and  Seniar  Officer  Present. 

Lieutenant-Conuuandcr  C.  Hatitield, 

Conmiandiny  U,  S.  S.  Brooklyn^  off*  GalveaUm^  Tex. 


Report  of  Captain  GiUis^  U.  S,  Ndvy^  f<taiing  th<}  reiuouHftr  d^ferri^uf 

his  departure  for  the  Galveston  hlockade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Off  Mobile,  Augmt  6\  1H63. 

Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  enclosed  letter  from  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell 
(A),  Captain  Goldsborough  having  left  for  Pensacola  on  sick  ticket, 
which- is  forwarded  (B),  1  immediately  dispatched  the  Kenn^c^  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Russell,  with  the  order  herewith  (C)  to  communi- 
cate with  the  vessels  in  Mississippi  Sound  and  to  proceed  to  Ship 
Island  if  necessjiry.  The  ArooHt<H>k  1  also  sent  to  conmiunicate  by 
signal  with  the  Jaeksrm,  which  vessel  she  did  not  seo,  supposed  to  have 
gone  westward.  The  Kemiehcc  to  return  here  as  soon  as  pmcticable, 
as  the  rumor  might  have  been  circulated  for  the  purix)se  of  dmwing 
vessels  from  blockade  to  enable  enemy  to  run  out  cotton,  which  we 
have  been  successful  in  capturing  lately;  arrivals  from  Havana  also 
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looked  for.  Tbr  Lackawanna  at  Peiisacola  for  coal  and  repair  of 
lioilers,  t^^tc.,  the  Kanatrha  and  Piii'-la  there  for  same  purpose  (the 
former  detained,  her  commander  being  ordered  on  court-martial  by 
Commodore  Smith,  navy  yard,  for  trial  of  some  men  on  board  the 
J*ott>iiHic).  and  the  division  here,  therefore,  much  reduced  in  number, 
I  deemed  it  proper  U>  defer  my  departure  in  the  0«s!j>ee  for  the  sevond 
division  off  Galveston,  tbe  charge  of  which  has  been  assigned  me  by 
letter  from  Roiir-Admiral  Farmgut,  received  5th  instant.  I  purpose 
leaving  in  a  day  or  two  for  the  Galveston  station  and  would  prefer  the 
command  of  the  Briwl'lyn^  she  being  better  armed  than  the  Onnijwe  and 
drawing  but  little  more  water.  Does  not  my  position  entitle  me  to 
her? 

From  what  we  learn  from  refugees  "Grant's  Pass  is  closed  tight." 
There  may  be  3  feet  of  water,  but  if  there  is  any  foundation  for  rumor 
received  from  General  Banks  the  rebels  may  contemplate  an  advance 
by  shell  road  to  Fascagoula  (distant  about  25  miles  from  Mobile), 
thence  by  water  in  boats  to  Ship  Island,  which,  even  if  occupied  by 
them,  could  not  be  held  long. 

It  is  requisite  the  Ossi/iee  should  stop  at  New  Orleans  for  coal  and 
to  have  an  additional  Htreak  of  copper  put  on,  the  line  of  which  is 
now  under  water,  exposing  thejplanknig  to  perforation  by  worms. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  p.  Gilus, 
Captain  and  Senior  OJieer  off  MMle,  Ala. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wri.les, 

Secretary  of  the  Nai>y,  Washingtim,  D,  C. 


U.  8.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

JVfw  Orleans,  Lit.,  AuijUKt  5, 1863. 
Sib:  I  was  informed  yesterday  by  Major-General  I^nks  that  he  has 
obtained  information  tliat  the  eneoiy  at  Mpbile  intend  to  make  an 
immediate  attack  on  Ship  Island,  and  that  he  will  dispat^-h  thither  two 
infantry  regiments  to  assist  in  it«  defense. 

You  will  please  make  your  arrangement'^  a<'Cordingly.  If  you  have 
Muitable  vessels,  send  them  into  the  sound  through  Horn  Island  Pass 
to  meet  them  there,  in  case  they  should  try  to  go  through  Grants 
Pass, 

I  have  ordered  the  Genesee,  Commander  Macomb,  to  Ship  Island  to 
look  out  for  them  there;  she  will  leave  immediately.  1  will  send  the 
Fatrella.  also  to  Ship  Island  to-night,  if  I  can  get  her  off.  These  are 
the  only  vessels  of  lightdraft  that  can  move  from  here  at  present,  and 
1  leave  it  to  you  to  make  the  proper  disposition  of  your  forces  to  cut 
off  and  desti-oY  anything  they  may  send  out,  and  to  defend  Ship 
Island. 

If  they  send  rams,  ram  them  in  turn;  our  vessels  are  much  the 
strongest. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell. 
Cwnmander,  Vomihj.  West  Gulf  Bl^^kdg.  Squaihim  jn-"  d-w. 
Captain  John  R.  GoLt>8BORouuH, 

iler  "f  V.  S.  Na'oat  Finces  off  MohlU  Bar. 
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[Enclosure  C] 

V.  S;  Steam  Sii(X>i*  Oshipee, 

({f  Mifblh,  An(fmt  6\  186S. 

Sir:  I  am  infoniied  by  Coniiiuxlore  YM\  that  an  immediate  attack 
is  contemplated  by  the  relmls  on  Ship  Island. 

The  (reiiei<e(\  Commander  Macomb,  has  l>een  ordered  to  Ship  Island. 
Slie  will  leave  immediately.     The  f^trella  also  left  last  night. 

If  th(»  (Miemy  has  rams,  mm  them  in  turn  if  your  vessels  are  strong 
enough.  Tliey  may  intend  sending  l)oarding  parties  in  small  vesseln. 
Take  all  precautions  and  give  them  a  warm  reception. 

I  regret  wo  have  not  light-draft  vessels  to  send  into  the  sound. 

One  of  tlie  vessels  will  procc(Kl  to  Horn  Island  Pass  to  watch  Pasca 
goula,  the  other  to  renitiin  in  sound  to  guard  (irant's  Pass. 

The  KcnnAnc  will  (execute  this  order  and  proceed  to  Ship  Island  if 
necessary. 

Very  respectfully 

J  NO.  P.  GiLLIS, 

Captttiu  and  S*^}!or  ( officer  off  Mfihilf*. 
Commanding  Officku, 

Ship  Jshmd^ 


(hdei*  of  (\rimiio<hn'v  JitU^  J\  S,  Xi(vy^  to  LieuUmanUCirmmander 
C(H>kt'^  V,  S,  AVi/v/,  nntniHnnl!n(f  f\  aV.  N.  l^strtUa^  to  aHHtnt  hi  the 
defi-nat'  of  Ship  hi  and, 

r.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensaoola, 

y*  tr  OrhaikH^  A  mjHHt  H^  1803, 

Sir:  Proceed  without  delay  to  Ship  Island  to  assist  in  its  defense, 
and  report  upon  your  arrival  there  to  the  conunanding  officer  of  the 
IT.  S.  rCavy  present.  If  he  is  not  already  informed,  let  him  know  that 
Major-Cireneral  Ranks  is  apprised  of  an  attack  which  the  enemy  at 
Mobile  intend  to  make.  You  siiould  find  there  the  (reueHet^  Vlneemu^H^ 
and  Jarl'Htm^  and  two  or  three  regim(»nts  of  Tnited  States  troops. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

11.  II.  Bell, 
Cniiunodon\  i^ittiulij,  Wtst  (ridf  Wvhdij,  S4piadron  jn'o  ttm. 

Lieutenant -Conunander  Aicjistis  P.  Cooke, 

r.  S.  S.  Kstrrlla, 


Order  of  (\niimod(fre  Jit  IK  ^'  'N'.  ^Vart/^  to  LI vnttnant- Commander 
lilqvhnr^  l\  S,  JWfVf/^  romitnmdlntj  I',  S.  S,  Ca/hoK/i^  to prt treed  to 
Mt>iKli<xlppl  Sound, 

r.  S.  Steam  Sl<m)i»  Pensacola, 

Xctn  Orlrons^  AiKjust  S^  W6S, 

Sir:  Proceed  witliout  delay  to  Ship  Island  and  rt^port  to  the  senior 
officer  there  for  duty  in  Mississippi  Sound  and  adjacent  wat<»rs.     An 
exi>erienced  pilot  has  bet»n  ordered  to  you. 
1  am.  v<»rv  rcs|M»ctfully, 

II.  II.  Hell, 
('oiiHn<Hlort\  (^oindtj,  Wrnt  (riilf  lill'dt/.  St/ttadrofi  jo'tf  tem, 

Lieutenant-Commander  Hioelow, 

l\  S,   S,   (\ilhoNii, 
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Report  of  Captain  JenkinB^  U.  S.  Navy^  catnmandimg  U.  S.  S.  Rich- 

mond^  of  arrival  at  New  York, 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 
Navy  Yardj  New  York^  August  8^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  under  my 
command,  at  this  anchorage,  after  a  passage  of  eight  days  from  the 
Delta  of  the  Missis.sippi  River. 

I  tninsmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  orders  1  received  from  Rear- 
Admii*al  D.  G.  Farragut,  commanding  the  West  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron,  dated  July  30,  ultimo.  In  obedience  to  those  orders,  1  have 
respectfully  to  report  that  in  a  smooth  sea,  and  under  the  most  favor- 
able circumstances  for  steaming,  this  ship  leaks  more  than  the  bilge 
pumps  can  pump  out,  rendering  auxiliary  pumps  necessary  at  all 
times;  that  the  hull,  spars,  and  rigging  have  been  very  much  cut  up 
in  the  numerous  conflicts  with  the  rebel  forts  and  batteries  on  the 
Mississippi  River,  rendering  extensive  repairs  necessary;  that  the 
terms  of  service  of  a  large  number  of  the  crew  now  on  board  have 
already  expired;  that  all  the  officers  and  men  are  suffering  more  or  less 
from  the  effects  of  the  malaria  of  the  region  in  which  the  ship  has 
been  employed  daring  this  and  the  last  summer,  and  that  it  is  my 
opinion  and  that  of  the  surgeon  of  this  ship  that  the  best  interests  of 
the  country  would  be  subserved  by  discharging  the  entire  crew. 

The  Department  is  aware  of  the  good  service  rendered  by  the  crew 
and  oflScers  of  this  ship  in  the  Mississippi  River,  in  the  capture  of 
New  Orleans  and  Port  Hudson,  and  in  the  numerous  conflicts  with  the 
enemy's  forts  and  batteries  in  the  Mississippi  from  its  mouth  toVicks- 
burg,  and  I  would,  therefore,  for  myself  and  in  behalf  of  Captain 
Alden  (lately  in  command),  respectfully  solicit  the  most  favorable 
consideration  for  them. 

I  am,  very  respectful  1}', 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  (f  the  Nary,  Washington^  I).  C. 


Letter  from  Comtnodore  Bell^  U,  S.  Nnry^  to  Brigadier- General 
Boinen^  U»  S,  Army.,  pr(nfOi<t -marshal  (ft  Neiv  Orleans^  fortcar ding 
captured  Ietterf<, 

V.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensagola, 

N-fv  Orlmm,  Augmt  10^  1863. 

General:  Acting   Master  F.   H.   Grove,  commanding  the  U.   S. 

schooner  (Urrypheus  in  the  lake,  captured  a  boat  on  the  8th  and  secured 

a  number  of  letters  which  were  thrown  overboard  from  her.     They 

"        '       '  '      ou.     One  of  them  you  will  observe  is  addressed  to 

\.  Lee,  commanding  Army  of  Virginia.  1  place 
them  in  your  hands  for  such  action  as  you  may  deem  necessary  in  the 
absence  of  Major-(ieneral  Banks. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  j^our  obe<lient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Coindg.  West  GuJf  Blockading  Squadron  jrro  teni . 

Brigadier-General  Bowkn, 

Prffvoat- Marshal^  New  (h'leaus. 
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<hder  of  (\ninmtdove  liell^  U.  S.  N^at^y^  to  Commander  Macomb^  U.  S. 
/V/^/v/,  rnininaittiltKj  f\  jS.  S.  (r4:ne.see^  sending  the  CL  H.  S.Calhoun 
/or  Mrrr/ff  In  M/ssisf<ipj)i  ASounff, 

v.  S.  I^TEAM  Sloop  Pensacola, 

iVW  Orleans^  August  10 ^  1863, 

Dkak  Sir:  I  sond  you  the  Calhoun  to  take  her  place  in  the  sound, 
imd  to  <Tuise,  uk  you  tliink  she  may  be  spared,  among  the  small  islands 
on  the  Mississippi  siiore,  to  break  up  the  contraband  trade  and  blockade 
runners  tiieiice  to  the  Mississippi  and  Alabama  shores,  in  the  form  of 
oyster  lM)ats  from  5  to  20  tons  uurden.  But  the  Calhoun  is  to  be  kept 
in  the  sound  for  the  present,  with  the  Jacksan^  near  Grant's  Pass,  to 
watch  the  enemy  there.  She  is  a  good  ram,  and  will  cut  through 
(iverything  sh(»>  may  strike.  The  tMrella  should  be  kept  near  you, 
oiM»-niting  on  the  cnifts  referred  to.  1  enclose  toyou  an  order  detach- 
ing Aetinjf  Master  IVOyh^v  from  the  Jackscm,  Tiiere  is  a  report  here 
of  iiis  havmg  already  left  her,  and  of  some  one  else  being  in  command, 
I  fM'lieve  Acting  Volunteer  Lieut(»nant  Pennington,  i  ou  will  please 
s(»nd  the  Jt^xti^efla  into  tlie  lake  to  bring  me  the  proper  information 
without  delay,  as  1  must  make  the  appointment. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Adams  discovered  a  quantity  of  cut  timbei 
scMTcted  on  Horn  Island. 

Some  parties  f loni  here  having  a  permit  to  cut  wood  on  that  island 
are  after  it;  take  care  they  don't  get  it.     Lieutenant-Commander  Aduiis 
having  seizcnl  it,  he  had  l)etter  have  it  shipped  to  Pensacola  navy  yard 
for  the  use  of  the  Navy,  you  tirst  ordering  an  appraisement. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

II.  H.  Bell, 
Coiiiniodovt'^  C<nnd{i.  Wtst  Gulf  lHochadlng  Squadron  pro  t-ein. 

Connnander  W.  II.  Macomb, 

f  ,  S,  S,  CenrfScf, 


Ordt'V  of  Commodore  Bell^  U.  S.  JVavt/^  to  Captain  Eminons^  U.  S.  Navy^ 
to  jrrocevd  to  New  York  In  command  ofth^'  U.  S,  S.  Broohhjn, 

II.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Nexn  Orhan.%  Augu^tt  10,  1863. 

Sir:  Having  transferred  the  command  of  the  Jlonongahela  to  your 
successor,  C-ommander  L.  C.  Sartori,  and  being  relieved  as  the  senior 
naval  ollicer  here  bv  mvscif,  vou  will  assume  command  of  the  U.  S. 
steam  sloop  Itroolhjn,  now  in  this  port,  and  as  soon  as  she  is  coaled, 
proceed  in  h(»r  to  the  New  York  navy  yard.  Report  your  arrival  to 
the  hononible  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  am,  v(»ry  n»spe<'tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  II.  Bell, 
^  V;/// ///<>/ A// v,  ('nmd*t,  Wrstern  Gulf  lilockad'tng  Squad r<m  pro  tern, 

(-aptain  (lEoitoE  F.  Emmons,  U.  S.  Navy, 

i\  S.  Steam  iSloop  Bnnfllyn, 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bdl^  U.  S,  JVavy, 

commanding  West  Chdf  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Navy  Department,  August  10'^  1863. 

Sir:  During  the  absence  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  you  will  hoist 
the  blue  broad  pennant  of  a  commodore  at  the  mainmast  head,  and 
will  (redesignated  as  Commodore,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron  pro  tern. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nairy. 

Commodore  II.  II.  Bell.  U.  S.  Nav}^ 

Comdg,  Wei<t  Gulf  Blkdg,  Squaaronpro  tem.^  Neio  Orleans. 


Letter  from  the  U.  S,  co^isul  at  Tampico^  to  the  collector  of  cystoma  at 
JVerv  Orleans^  regretting  the  absence  of  a  United  States  vessel  during  the 
important  national  changts  occurring  in  Mexico, 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

Tampico^  August  10^  1863, 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  triplicate  invoice  of  the 
cargo  per  Himiy  Traners^  to  sail  immediately  for  your  port. 

Tliis  place  was  abandoned  yesterday  by  the  Mexican  forces,  and  the 
French  troops  from  an  expedition  sent  hither  from  Vera  Cruz  are  just 
,  taking  possession  of  it.  This  affair  seems  to  require  the  attention  by 
our  Government,  as  well  as  that  of  every  loyal  citizen.  1  regret 
exceedingly  that  we  are  without  one  of  our  vessels  of  war  on  this  coast 
to  give  protection  to  our  commerce  and  to  witness  these  extremely 
important  national  changes.  Perhaps  it  may  be  in  your  power  to  per- 
suade Commodore  Farragut  or  General  Banks  to  send  a  gunl)oat  down 
here. 

1  am,  with  great  regard,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Franklin  Chase. 
Collector  of  Customs, 

Nev?  Orleans, 

P.  S. — Will  3'ou  please  forward  the  enclosed  dispatch  for  Washing- 
ton, and  cause  the  lettcu-  to  be  sent  to  the  post-office. 

F.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Coiinnandf'V  Dana^  IL  S,  Navy,^  commanding 
IJ,  S.  S.  Cayu(/a^  ngurJing  the  rupture  of  the  schooner  J.  T,  Davis^ 
off  the  Rio  Grande. 

U.  S.  S.  Cayuga, 
Offth^  Rio  Grande,  Am/ust  10,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  lionor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  schooner  J,  T, 
Davis  this  morning  off  this  river.  She  had  neither  colors,  papers,  nor 
log  book  on  board.  The  master  acknowledged  that  he  had  run  out  of 
San  Luis  Pass,  Texas,  near  Galveston. 

The  cargo  consists  of  97  bales  of  cotton;  average  weight  of  bales, 
510  pounds. 


442  WKST    GULF    BLOCKADlN(4    SQUADRON. 

Ninepersons  were  found  on  board,  viz:  Master  F.  Halbig  (Prussian), 
Mate  Thomas  Wilson  (Dane),  Benjamin  Cron(».  (German*),  G.  Halbie 
(Prussian),  Frank  Silvia  (Portuguese),  John  I<i*atan  (Portuguese), 
George  Schrien  (German),  John  Crawford,  boy  (Texan),  William  Beste. 
supercargo  (German). 

1  will  send  her  in  charge  of  a  prize  master  to  the  prize  commissoners 
at  New  Orleans  for  adjudication. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Dana, 
Lieutenant- (\»nmandei\  Cmmnanding  TL  S.  S.  Cayuga. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secn^etary  of  the  Navy^  Washlntjton^  D.  C. 


liepfjrt  of  Comnmndei'  Palmer^  U.   S.  Savy^  coimnandlng   IL  S.  S. 

IIartfm*d^  anmnm^ng  trr rival  at  Neijo  York, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 
New  Yod',  July  [Augmt]  10^  186S. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  at  this  port 
in  nine  davs  from  the  citv  of  New  Orleans,  whither  she  was  ordered 
for  repairs,  the  damages  which  have  occurred  to  her  in  her  various 
actions  having  rendered  her  unfit  for  sea  service  in  anything  like  bad 
we^ither.  She  will  prol)ably  require  new  masts  and  bowsprit,  all  of 
which  have  been  badly  cut  by  shot;  new  lower  rigging,  will  be  likewise 
required,  thev  having  Ix^en  damaged  in  a  similar  manner.  In  the 
upper  part  of  her  hull  she  has  been  seriously  wounded  in  several  places 
by  shot  and  shell;  below  the  water  line,  however,  she  is  intact;  there 
will  consequently  be  no  positive  necessity  for  her  going  into  dock. 

She  has  been  ashore  but  once  during  the  period  in  which  I  have 
commanded  her,  and  that  was  in  the  nuid  on  the  bar  at  South  West 
Pass  in  February  last  whilst  in  charge  of  a  pilot. 

I  shall  transmit  to  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Repair  the  reports 
of  the  boatswain  and  carpenter  which  show  the  repairs  required. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  Palmer, 

Coitnnandrr. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Sen'etary  of  the  iVmv/,   Wa^hhu/ttm.  D,  (\ 


Report  of  Rvar-Adiuind  Farragut^  U,  S.  Xavy^annouuring  hiftan^lraJ 

at  Neti}  York, 

No.  134.]  FLA(JSHir  Hartford, 

Xt'tr  York^  AugKi<t  10^  JS6J, 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  my  return  North  in  the  Hagship 
Hartford  in  accordance  with  your  letter  of  June  15.  On  the  1st 
instant  Acting  Uear- Admiral  1).  I),  Porter  arrived  at  New  Orleans  in 
his  flagship  lilark  ILnrk^  accompanied  )>v  the  gunboat  Tuscumhia; 
he  announced  to  me  that  the  Mississippi  kiver  was  undisturbed  by 
the  enemy  from  Cairo  to  New  Orleans,  whereupon  I  wrote  him  a 
congratulatory  note  (A)  upon  mv  being  able  to  cfo  in  })ers<)n  what  I 
had  before  done  in  letter  (B),  viz,  turn  over  to  him  the  command  of 
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the  Mississippi  River  from  New  Orleans  to  its  headwaters.  I  then 
informed  him  that  I  should  depart  for  the  North  on  a  short  leave. 
My  arrangement's  having  been  previously  made,  I  left  New  Orleans  at 
0:30  p.  m.  that  day  (1st  mstant)  and  arrived  here  to-day,  making  the 
passage  in  nine  days  and  no  hours. 

This  ship,  the  Richmond^  and  Brooklyn  all  require  extensive  repairs 
before  they  are  fit  for  winter  service  in  the  Gulf.  This  vessel  requires, 
however,  less  repair  than  either  of  the  others,  as  she  is  uninjuredlDielow 
the  water  line,  except  perhaps  her  stem,  the  extent  of  damage  to 
which  can  only  be  ascertained  by  docking. 

Very  respectf  ull}^  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Is a\yy^  Washhigtim^  D,  C, 


Order  of  the  Set'retary  oftlie  Navy  to  Rear- Admiral  Farragut^  l\  S. 

JVavy^  071  his  arrival  at  New  YorTc, 

Navy  Department,  Au{/iutt  11^  1863, 

Sir:  Your  telegram  reporting  your  arrival  in  New  York  is  received. 
1  congratulate  you  on  your  safe  return  from  labors,  duties,  and 
responsibilities  unsurpttssed  and  unequaled  in  magnitude,  importance, 
and  value  to  the  countrv  by  those  of  anv  naval  oflicer.  I  will  not  now 
enumerate  the  man}^  signal  achievements  you  have  accomplished  from 
that  most  splendid  one  which  threw  open  the  gates  of  the  Mississippi 
and  restored  the  Crescent  City  agam  to  the  Union  to  the  recent 
capture  of  Port  Hudson,  the  last  formidable  obstruction  to  the  free 
navigation  of  the  river  of  the  great  centml  valley.  A  respite  from 
the  labors  and  responsibilities  wnich  have  been  imposed  upon  you  and 
which  you  have  borne  so  heroically  under  difficulties  and  embarrass- 
ments which  only  the  Department  can  know  and  appreciate  was  due 
you,  and  1  welcome  you  home  to  an  interval  of  repose. 

It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  see  you  in  Washington  whenever  it  may 
suit  your  convenience,  but  I  neither  ask  nor  expect  that  you  will 
immediately  repair  hither  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  to  the  Depart- 
ment. We  shall  shortly  have  weather  less  oppressive,  and,  after  rest- 
ing with  vour  family,  select  your  own  time  and  convenience  for  repair- 
ing to  Washington.  Give  your  oflicers  and  men  such  leave  as  you 
deem  best. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Sm'etary  of  the  Navy. 

Kear-Adminil  1).  G.  Farkamut,  V.  S.  Navy, 

Ne'fr   Ynrl'. 


Ordi'^r  (f  Commander  Mulhmy^  U.  S.  Nary^  to  Lu>uteua)d- Ooinmander 
Dana^  I'.  S\  Ntvy^  roninnnid!ii<j  f\  S.  aS.  (-ayui/a.,  to  return  to 
Galveston. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  Galveston.^  Tew.^  August  11.,  1863. 

Sir:  If  the  contraband  steamers  that  you  were  dispatehed  to  look 
after  have  left  Matamonis,  you  will  please  return  with  the  Cayuga  to 
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th(»  blockading  station  oiF  Galveston  as  soon  as  the  Ih^lncess  Royal 
arrives  off  the  Rio  Grande. 

Very  respectfully,  your  olxnlient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  MULLANY, 

Com  lint mler  and  Senior  Officer  1-Vesent. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Wm.  H.  Dana, 

Coiiniianding  r,  S.  S,  Caymja^  off  Rio  ff/awd<?. 


Lit ii^r  from  thr  IL   S.  consul  at  Matamoras  to  Commander  Woof^tey^ 
U,  S.  Xavy^  jmniiiahnj  erid<mve  hi  the  ca^f'  of  the  Celt, 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of    Nmerica, 

Jfatumoras,  August  11^  18S3. 

Siu:  I  have  tliis  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  10th,  and  will 
procure  all  the  evidence  1  possibly  can  in  the  case  of  the  Celt^  and 
will  send  it  down  to-morrow. 

Arnold  Harris  I  have  not  seen  since  he  was  here  with  Captain 
Chase. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  ol)edient, 

I  J.  PlEKCE,  Jr., 

r.  S.  Cmmd. 
ConmiandcM-  AI.  R.  Wck)lsey.  U.  S.  JS'avy, 

(Wmmandhuj  {\  S.  A'.  PrinrrsM  Roi/al. 


iMti-r  fmin  Commander  Woolseu^  U,  X.  Xavy^  to  the  (foverm^r  of  Mat  a - 
mora^^  MejL'icff^  exte^udliuj  the  vnurteieien  nf  the  vetisel, 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 
Off  Rio  araude,  August  11,  186S. 

Sir:  Correct  courtesy  requires  that  upon  learning  of  your  arrival 
in  Boca  del  Rio  Gmnde  I  should  call  upon  you  and  pay  m}'^  respects  in 
pei'son,  which  1  am  verv  anxious  to  do,  and  regret  the  necessity  which 
compels  me  to  forego  that  honor  and  |)l(»asure. 

The  present  state  of  the  Texas  frontier,  the  nature  of  the  duty  upon 
this  coast,  which  renders  it  al)solutely  necessary  that  the  commander 
of  this  ship  should  always  be  on  l>oaixl,  and  also  the  nature  of  my 
instructions  from  the  Government,  imp<?ratively  prevent  me  from 
leaving  this  vessel.  I  should,  however,  l)e  pleased  to  receive  your 
excellency  on  board  of  this  ship;  if  your  excellency  will  bring  your 
flag  with  you,  it  shall  Ik>  worn  at  the  masthead  of  this  vessel  while 
you  are  on  l>oard. 

With  assumnces  of  distinguished  c(msidcral ion,  I  am,  resi)ect fully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

M.   H.   WOOTJSEY, 

Commander, 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Matamokas  |TAMArLirAs|. 

Note.  -  The  governor  of  Tamaulipiis  visited  this  ship  the  same  dav, 
accompanied  by  the  captain  of  the  port  and  an  interpreter.  T&e 
Mexican  flag  was  not  worn  at  the  mastliead,  but  in  lieu  thereof  it  was 
hoisted  at  the  fore,  over  a  salute  of  tifteen  guns,  uix)n  his  leaving  the 
ship. 

M.   B.  WOOLSEY, 

Cmnmandei\ 
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(if  the,  lieriuaphnniitc  hrl<l  Atfanfu;  AuijHKt 
10,  W6S. 


Eaport  of  Comi 


I.  Navy,  oommanding  U.  B.  B.  Frineeu  Boyal. 
LI.  S.  S.  PHlNTEsa   ROYAI.. 

fff  h'lo  l-nvuh\  Me^ifo,  Aii(/>iKi  J-J,  1863. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  wnhmit  tlio  fallowing  report  of  the  purticulars  of    I 
the  cwpture  of  the  hcniiuphroditp,  lirifr  Atlantic  by  this  vessel.  ' 

On  the  10th  instant,  Acting  Slaster  Charles  T.  Chase,  late  in  coni- 
iiiand  of  the  gunboat  Antimii,  which  vessel  was  then  gettinjij  underway 
for  Galveston,  gave  me  the  following  information:  The  brig  Atlantte 
has  cotton  on  board  direct  from  the  Texas  shore,  and  the  captain  of 
said  brig  told  me  that  he  would  swear  to  the  fact,  and  further  said 
that  if  a  private  interview  could  bo  grantetl  it  would  he  to  the  advan- 
tage of  tlie  United  Stntes  (iovcmment.  The  cause  of  the  captain's 
singular  proceeding  was,  he  says,  in  consecjiience  of  a  misundei'statiding 
between  nim  and  the  parties  chartering  the  vessel.  After  receiving 
this  information  from  Acting  Master  Cnase,  I  waited  for  the  captiiin 
of  the  Atlantic  to  get  on  Ijoard  his  vessel,  then  placed  a  guard  on 
board  of  her. 

Since  then  T  have  obtained  the  following  information  through  Act- 
ing Assistant  Paynia.-ster  J.  H,  .St«venson,  whom  1  sent  to  Matamoi-aa, 
to  whom  Captain  Lnssan  (of  the  brig  Atlantic)  umdo  the  following 
statement:  "  I  was  taken  into  Key  We.st  in  this  same  Atlaiitio  while 
lK>und  for  this  port  by  a  United  States  vessel  as  a  prize,  and  lay  there 
thirty-six  days,  but  I  was  smart  enough  to  fool  tne  authorities,  not- 
withstanding I  hud  contraband  of  war  on  board.  I  escaped  from  them, 
sued  the  United  States  Government,  and  got  judgment  for  the  sum  of 
$10,000,  then  went  off  and  delivered  my  cargo  all  right,  which  <«rgo 
went  into  Brownsville,  Tex.,  via  Matanioi'aa,  Mexico.  The  captain  of 
the  aaid  vessel  further  added  that  "  If  you  do  not  look  out  I  will  fool 
you  again; "  that  "  I  have  been  in  such  business  a  long  time,  having 
run  the  blockade  during  the  Prussian  war,  and  if  you  arc  not  very 
sharp  I  will  get  to  windward  of  you  again." 

Mr.  Haggart,  of  Now  York,  now  at  Matamoras,  can  testify  that  the 
brig  Atlantic  purchased  her  cotton  in  Brownsville,  Tex. 

The  U.  S.  gunboat  Giyuga  was  in  sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 
The  Atlantic  will  be  sent  to  New  Orleans  foi'  adjudication  this  evening 
or  to-morrow.  The  said  brig  Atla?itic  hails  from  Nassau,  New  Provi- 
dence. 

1  have  the  honor  to  lie,  air,  very  I'eapectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
M.  B.  Wooi^EY, 

C'diiiiiiimid: 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secreta'nj  <if  the  Navy,  Was//im;l'in. 


I 


Lattar  from  Comnander  Wooliejr,  U,  B.  Navj .  lo  tbe  IT,  S.  eontul  at  Katamaraa.  regarding 
the  paper!  of  Uie  caplnrsd  Teiiel, 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 
Off  Rio  Gramh',  Am/mt  H,  lSV-1. 
■Sih:  On  the  lOlli  instuiit  1  -.eizcd  the  homiaph lodite  brig  Aifantir, 
of  Nassau,  lying  in  Amcri<-an  waters  oH  the  coast  of  Texas,  sba  fe.'a.-^ - 
ing  violated  the  laws  of  the   blockade  and  o(  i[\a\.\ot\>>.    X^xto^Vs-wvij,  I 
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jiskod  for  his  papers,  the  master  replied  that  they  were  in  the  hands 
of  the  British  consul  at  Matamoras.  By  the  laws  of  the  Navy  I  can 
not  suffer  the  master  of  a  captured  vessel  to  escape  nor  to  be  absent 
from  his  vessel.     1  could  not,  therefore,  permit  him  to  go  in  person  to 

[procure  them,  but  I  ^ave  him  permission  to  send  his  mate,  and  offered 
lim  every  facility.  1  have  detained  the  vessel  three  days  for  that  pur- 
pose, but  there  has  Ikjoii  no  apparent  effort  on  the  part  of  the  master  to 
procure  them.  It  is  my  wish  to  give  an  accusea  paily  every  honest 
opportunity  to  dear  himself;  therefore,  if  the  papers  can  be  procured, 
I  will  take  them  with  me  to  New  Orleans,  where  the  vessel  has  l>een 
sent  for  adjudication. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  WOOLSEY, 

Qrminaniier. 
Leonard  Piercik,  Jr., 


f 

Letter  from  the  acting  British  consul  at  New  Orleans  to  Commodore  Bell,  XT.  8.  Havy, 

asking  the  destination  of  the  prise. 

British  Consulate, 
N^ew  (hUans^  Septemier  7,  1S63. 

Sir:  On  beluilf  of  the  ownei*s  of  the  British  brig  Atlantic^  which 
vessel  was  taken  on  the  14th  [lOthJ  ultimo,  while  at  anchor  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Kio  Grande,  by  the  United  States  gunboat  Prhicesa 
Royal^  1  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  inform  me  to  what 
port  the  brig  has  been  sent. 

The  agent  of  the  owners  is  now  in  this  city  with  papers  l)elonging 
to  and  lelating  to  the  vessel,  and  it  is  necessary  that  he  should  b^ 
where  the  Atlantic  is  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  interests  of 
the  owners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Coppell, 
Her  MdjestifH  Actmg  Cmi^, 

Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Oj/icer^  etc,^  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Sipiadron, 


Report  of  Commander  Woolsey,  U.  8.  Navy,  re^ardin^  the  nonarrival  of  the  prise  at  Hew 

Orleans. 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 

Neic  Orleans^  September  6\  1863, 

Sir:  The  prize  brig  Atlantic^  which  sailed  from  the  Rio  Gmnde  on 
the  14:th  ultimo,  has  not  yet  arrived  at  this  port,  to  which  she  was 
ordered  to  come.  It  therefore  l)ecomes  my  duty  to  .**tate  that  I  believe 
she  is  either  lost  or  recaptured. 

The  following  ix^rsons  composed  her  prize  crew,  viz:  Prize  master. 
Acting  Ensign  \,  Aug.  Miller;  Alexander  Gordon,  seaman;  Henry 
Jacobson,  seaman;  Charles  Kelly,  ordinary  seaman;  John  Sullivan, 
landsman;  William  A.  Gridley,  landsman;  Patrick  Higgins,  landsman. 
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James  H.  Titu8,  the  mate  of  the  aforesaid  brig,  is  now  a  prisoner 
on  board  this  vessel. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  Wooi^Kr, 

Comviander. 
Commodore  Henry  H.  Bell,    • 

Commanding  WeH  Gulf  Blockading  Smiadron^ 

lL  S,  FlagBhlp  Pensacola^  ^-ew  Orleans. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  the  aeting  Britiih  ooninl  at  New  Orleani, 

stating  that  the  whereabouts  of  the  priie  is  unknown. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Off  Nt^  Oi^Uans,  September  17,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  note  of  this  day's  date,  and  would  inform 
you  that  the  British  brig  Atlantic^  seized  off  the  Rio  Grande  on  the 
14th  [10th]  of  August  last  b>'^  Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey,  command- 
ing the  U.  S.  gunboat  Princess  Boyal^  was  ordered  to  the  port  of  New 
Orleans.     She  has  not  been  heard  from  since. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfull3%  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,  drmmanding  West  G id f  Blockading  Sqvxidrmi, 


George  Coppell,  Esq., 

Her  MajeMy^s  Actnig  Consul,  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bell,  XT.  8.  Navy,  calling  attention  to 

the  insufficient  number  of  the  prise  crew. 

Navy  Department,  Septemher  16,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Department  would  call  your  attention  to  the  inadequate 
number  of  men  .sent  by  Commander  Woolse}',  commanding  the  IJ.  S. 
S.  Princess  Royal,  as  a  prize  crew  on  Iward  the  brig  Atlantic  (recap- 
tured by  her  captain  and  crew). 

The  number  of  the  prize  crew  placed  on  board  was  seven,  including 
the  prize  master,  the  crew  of  the  captured  vessel,  including  the  cap- 
tain and  one  boy,  numl)ering  five. 
Very  respectfully 

Gideon  Welles, 

SeiTetary  of  the  Nary. 
Commodore  H.  H.  hELL, 

Commanding  {ad  interim)  Westerti  Gulf 

Blockading  Sfpiadron,  Neto  Orleans,  La, 


Coport  of  Commander  Woolsey,  U.  8.  Navy,  in  response  to  the  Department's  statement 

that  the  prize  crew  was  inadequate. 

IT.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 

Neic  (Orleans,  Ociohf-r  ^,  1SG3. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  cop}-  of  the 
letter  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  calling  your  atten- 
tion to  the  inadequate  number  of  men  sent  as  a  prize  crew  on  board 
the  brig  Atlantic. 


1  ronsidcr  tbc  officer  aiirl  hix  men  placed  on  hoard  the  AtUintic,  well 
armed  and  well  supplied  with  ammunition,  a-s  ample  to  guard  the  cap- 
tain and  four  men  unarmed,  particularly  as  the  prize  master  was  sup- 
plied with  irons  with  which  to  confine  tnree  of  the  five  men  at  ui^ht. 
or  whenever  he  should  deeui  it  necessary  to  do  so. 

The  prize  crew  were  all  good  man,  aud  one  of  them  one  of  the  best 
petty  officers  in  the  vessel. 

Acting  Ensign  F.  Aug.  Miller  was  selected  as  prize  master  because 
I  considered  him  one  of  the  moat  intelligent  officers  I  have,  and  because 
he  was  fresh  from  a  two  years'  crui.se  in  a  regular  man-of-war. 

The  Atlantic  was  within  signal  distance  of  this  vessel  three  days 
after  her  capture. 

I  had  Mr.  Miller  iu  my  cabin  more  than  an  hour  upon  the  eve  o 
his  sailing,  and  no  intimation  weis  given  that  h)^  force  was  inadeqni ' 
I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M,  B.  Woor^EY, 

Commander  Henhy  H.  Beli., 

jWcst  Gvlf  Blockading  Spiadnm^ 

U.  S.  Flagship  Paisacola,  jVew  Orlea 


-.ss  Royal, 
Och^t-r  13,  1863.  ■ 


Sift:  1  respectfully  forward  herewith  the  report  of  Acting  Ensign 
F.  Aug.  Miller,  relating  to  the  particulars  of  the  recapture  of  the  prize 
brig  Atlantic  under  his  charge;  also  his  log. 

Mr.  James  If.  Titus,  the  mate  of  the  AtUnlic,  was  brought  on 
board  this  vessel  a  prisoner,  in  consequence  of  a  representation  by  Mr. 
Miller  that  he  would  prohably^  give  trouble.  The  captured  crew 
remaining  on  board  the  AtUmtic  consisted  of  her  master,  thiee  men, 
and  a  boy.  The  prize  crew  consisted  of  Mr.  Miller  (armed  with  hia 
side  arms  and  revolver),  and  six  men,  armed  with  a  sword  and  pistol 
each  and  20  rounds  of  tiall  cartridges.  They  were  also  suppliea  witb 
four  pairs  of  irons.  I  relieved  Mr.  Millerand  sent  for  him  in  my  cabin 
upon  the  eve  of  his  sailing.  After  insjwcting  his  chart  and  directing  him 
as  to  the  course  he  should  steer  and  giving  him  the  usual  instructions 
to  prize  masters,  I  cautioned  him  to  Keep  his  men  armed  all  the  time 
ana  to  keep  them  aft  and  to  make  the  watch  below  sleep  alongside  the 
man  at  the  wheel,  so  that  they  could  be  aroused  in  an  instant  m  case  of 
alarm;  to  send  the  brig's  men,  and  not  the  prize  crew,  aloft,  or,  in 
case  it  should  be  necessary  to  send  the  prize  crew  aloft,  to  put  the 
brig's  crew  in  irons  first;  to  confine  them  and  keep  them  forward  at 
night,  and  to  keep  the  master  of  the  brig  aft  at  all  times. 

I  ordered  the  executive  officer  to  select  one  of  the  best  petty  officers 
in  the  ship  to  relieve  Mr.  Millerand  to  select  the  prize  crew  with  care. 
I  directeu  Mr.  Miller  to  ascertain  by  search  what  liquor  the  master 
might  have  aud  to  throw  it  ovcrlioartf  before  sailing.  He  was  ordered 
to  proceed  direct  to  New  Orleans  and  to  take  no  advice  nor  s 
tions  from  the  captured  captain. 
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For  some  rcasuu  which  I  have  nut  yet  leunied  one  of  the  first  things 
the  prize  master  did  was  to  suspoct  his  own  men.  who  had  been  selected 
with  care,  and  then  to  difiarDi  them,  stowing  the  arms  awuy  in  a  cheat 
in  the  cabin.  By  allowing  the  prize  crew  and  the  brig's  crew  to  mix 
together  and  the  mastei"  to  go  forward  and  converse  with  both,  ample 
opportunitv  was  given  for  a  clandestine  arrangement. 

If  there  is  to  be  any  extenuation  for  Mr.  Miller,  I  would  respectfully 
state  that  I  have  found  him  to  Iju  one  of  the  most  intelligent  officei'a 
in  the  ship,  and  he  had  ever  been  vigilant  and  conscientious  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties,  and  evincing  marked  zeal  and  coui-age  both  under 
Hrc  and  in  the  ordinary  routine  of  the  ship. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  W00L8EV, 

Cinnmmider. 
Commodore  Henrt  H.  Bell, 

Cominatidlnrj  West  Gidf  Blocknding  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Fuigahip  Pensacola,  New  Orleans. 
[Eui'lcMure.] 

U.  S.  S,  Princess  Rotal, 

New  Orlmm,  (ktoher  10,  186S. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  herewith  to  forward  j'ou  my  log,  kept  while 
on  board  the  prize  brig  Atlantic,  and  also  to  make  the  following 
reixirt  of  the  circumstances  attendant  on  the  capture  of  said  vessel 
from  the  prize  crew  placed  on  board  by  your  omers  on  the  10th  of 
August  last,  by  tho  former  crew  and  master. 

The  night  preceding  the  departure  of  the  vessel  from  Matamoras,  1 
stated  to  Lieutenant  McKay,  the  executive  oflBcer  of  the  Princess 
Royal,  that  1  did  not  feel  any  confidence  in  any  of  the  men  placed 
under  my  charge  for  various  reasons,  and  would  not,  on  that  account, 
place  arms  in  their  hands;  this  determination  was  strengthened  by  the 
following  circumstances: 

On  the  fii-st  day  out,  having  only  two  men  capalile  of  steering  the 
vessel,  the  others  not  fit  to  take  the  helm  even  with  constant  oversight, 
and  the  former  master  of  the  vessel.  Lussan.  ofl'cring  me  the  services 
of  his  men  as  helmsmen  conditionally,  I  placed  one  of  them  in  each  watch 
to  act  as  helmsman  alone,  telling  the  man  Gordon,  to  whom  1  had  given 
charge  of  the  port  watch,  to  keep  a  lookout  on  them,  I  took  charge  of  the 
starboard  watch  myself,  although  frequently  visiting  the  deck  during 
the  night  watches  when  Gordon  had  charge  of  the  deck,  and  during 
the  day  keeping  a  constant  surveillance  over  the  actions  of  Lussan. 
The  third  day  out  1  saw  Goidon  and  the  former  master  of  the  vessel 
in  conversation;  it  ceasing  upon  my  approach,  and  Gordon  walking  off; 
this  aroused  ni  y  suspicions,  and  afterwards  I  stood  no  watch,  butevery 
two  or  three  hours  would  visit  the  deck,  giving  a  standing  order  that 
I  should  be  called  in  the  event  of  the  wmd  freshening  or  the  vessel 
not  t>eing  able  to  lay  her  course.  The  cabin  of  the  vessel,  I  would 
state,  is  on  deck;  in  dimensions  about  12  feet  square,  folding  doors 
both  forward  and  aft;  said  doors  kept  constantly  open  by  my  orders; 
during  the  night  I  laid  on  two  trunks  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  after 
door,  my  head  on  a  stool;  apart  from  the  responsibility  of  my  situa- 
tion, mv  position,  from  its  uneasiness  alone,  would  cause  nic  to  be 
wakeful  during  the  night.     The  arms  belonging  to  the  prize  ciew  I 


did  not  feci  jiistitied  in  placing  in  their  hands,  for.  with  all  hut  two  of 
ray  men,  it  would  have  been  the  !*ame  as  placing  them  in  the  hands  of 
the  old  crew,  supposing  them  to  have  been  faithfuleven.for  besides  the 


intimate  manner  in  which  the  inenil>cra  of  the  two  crews  mingled,  I, 
on  sevei'al  occasions,  caught  the  lookoufcs  that  I  stationed  napping. 
One  of  the  trunks  pn  which  I  laid  during  the  night  contained  these 
arms,  together  with  thu  ena'ign,  irons,  imperfi,  etc.,  belonging  to  the 
Government;  my  revolver  was  always  Iving  halfcocked  by  my  side 
with  my  sword  in  the  bunk  near  me  within  grasping  distance;  tJie 
doors  of  the  cabin,  as  1  have  stated  before,  were  alwiivs  to  lie  kept 
open,  1  having  given  special  orders  about  it.  and  at  the  time  of  the 
i-ecaptureof  the  vessel,  the  man  itt  the  wheel,  if  he  had  bi'cu  so  dis- 

Imsed,  could  have  leaned  over  the  binnacle  and,  without  much  exertion, 
lave  touched  me  as  I  lay. 

The  vessel  was  recaptured  at  about  4  or  o  a.  m.  on  the  23d  of 
August  last.  I  was  awakened  by  a  sense  of  suffocation  and  foiiud 
upon  opening  my  eyes  that  Lussan  had  a  large  handkerchief  or  a  towel 
round  my  neck,  with  which  he  choked  me;  the  stool  on  which  my  head 
ordinarily  rested  had  been  apparently  thi-own  aside,  as  ni^'  head  was 
held  between  his  knees;  one  of  his  men  sat  on  my  feet,  binding  them 
over  the  end  and  edge  of  the  trunk,  while  another  man  and  his  boy 
held  my  hands,  endeavoring  to  secure  them.  After  an  inclfectual 
resistance,  he  hi'st  bound  me  hand  and  foot,  and  then  removing  the 
trunks  placed  irons  on  mv  legs  and  removed  me  to  a  small  store  room 
forward  of  the  cabin  ana  amut  3  feet  square;  this  was  my  place  of 
continenient  during  the  day  until  we  leached  Havana.  At  night  I  was 
taken  into  the  cabin  and  permitted  to  lie  on  a  .sofa  in  front  of  the  after 
door,  under  guaid.  It  is  evident  that  a  narcotic  must  have  been 
administered  to  me,  a»  I  not  only  did  not  awake  after  turning  in  the 
previous  night  at  lU:  30,  but  as  also,  after  the  recapture  of  the  vessel, 
I,  notwithstanding  the  mental  agonv  that  I  was  suffering,  attended 
also  with  some  slight  degree  of  physical  discomfort,  again  fell  a.sleep, 
and  did  not  awaken  until  arou.sed  by  Lussan,  and  feefing  .stupid  and 
drowsy  during  the  whole  of  the  dav. 

I  was  tlie  onlv  person  contined  in  any  manner  after  the  recapture 
of  the  vessel,  tte  men  of  the  prize  crew  being  allowed  to  stay  ou 
deck,  thoujjh  ordered  to  remain  forwai-d.  Upon  arriving  in  Havana 
I  was  kept  m  confinement  until  the  captain  of  the  port  cjime  on  iward, 
when  1  was  I'eleased.  I  protestA^d  against  leaving  the  vessel,  and  asked 
the  captain,  through  the  means  of  a  gentleman  in  his  boat  who  spoke 
English,  if  1  could  not  retake  the  brig.  He  said  that  he  could  say 
aothiiig  about  the  matter,  having  no  jurisdiction  over  the  affair.  Upon 
landing.  1  was  treated  with  the  greatest  consideration  and  kindness  hy 
the  8[ianrsh  authorities. 

Mr.  Savage,  acting  consul-general  at  Havana,  upon  my  making  a 
statement  of  the  case  to  him,  made  a  formal  demand  upon  the  Spanish 
autlioiitics  that  the  brig  should  he  given  up,  but  the  matter,  when  I 
left  the  inland  for  Key  West,  on  the  30th  ultimo,  had  but  little 
advanced,  l)eing  referred,  it  seems,  to  the  Spanish  minister  at  Wash- 
ingtoiiforfinal  decision.  Iwould  furthermore  state  that  J  wasiiiformed 
from  the  consulate  that  my  men,  having  been  taken  under  its  charge, 
seemed  always  to  have  money,  and  also  that  all  of  them  but  the  man 
Gordon  disappeared  upon  the  time  of  their  departure  approaching.  It  is 
certain  that  some  of  the  men  proved  to  be  tmitors,  as  it  is  impossible  that 
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six  men  should  be  taken  without  the  sli^htflst  alarm  being  given,  and  this 
it  seems  was  the  case,  by  their  own  aamission,  Gordon  and  Kelly  even, 
although  f.bcy  stated  that  they  resisted,  neither  crying  out  nor  scuffling 
even.  Jacolwon^wbo  was  at  the  wheel,  was  either  a  most  infernal  cow- 
ard or  else  was  in  the  interest  of  Lussan.  I  think,  air,  that  every  pre- 
caution was  adopted  by  me  to  guard  against  the  recapture  of  the  ves- 
sel that,  under  the  irircumatances,  it  was  possible  to  adopt.  After  her 
re(;apturc  I  managed  to  file  through  my  irons  with  a  penknife  that  I 
procured  from  the  cabin  one  night,  but  upon  asking  my  men  to  smug- 
gle a  belayine  pin  into  my  place  of  conhnement  they  declined  upon 
the  ground  that  too  strict  a  wat<;h  was  kept  upon  them  when  they 
were  allowed  to  convei-se  with  me.  This,  with  other  circumstances, 
showed  me  plainly,  as  I  thought,  that  I  would  meet  with  no  coopera- 
tion on  their  part  (unless  successful  before  demaixling  it)  in  the  event 
of  my  attempting  tie  recapture  of  the  vessel,  the  motions  I  made  in 
that  direction  producing  nothing  but  threats  and  the  handling  of 
revolvers  by  the  former  master  ofthe  vessel.  My  treatment  after  the 
recapture  of  the  vessel  was  upon  the  whole  very  ^od^nmch  better 
than  one  would  naturally  expect— except  at  certain  times,  when  the 
master  of  the  brig  seemed  to  suppose  that  I  was  about  to  attempt  a 
recaptuits. 

I'ermit  me  to  add  in  connection  with  this  affair  that  after  the  recap- 
ture of  the  vessel,  while  heading  for  the  coast  of  Cuba  on  the  36th  of 
August  last,  Lussan  informed  me  that  an  American  side-wheel  gunboat 
hacl  passed  us,  steering  to  the  northward,  during  the  niornmg,  and 
that  he  had  hoisted  the  French  flag,  having  painted  a  numl>er  (14)  on 
each  of  his  bows  and  quarters  and  intending  to  pass  himself  on  r» 
a  French  transport.  On  September  2,  also  while  off  the  coast  of 
Cuba,  Bahia  Honda  to  the  .southward  of  us,  a  United  States  brig  of 
war  passed  us,  standing  to  eastward  and  northward,  at  firststeering  for 
us,  but,  upon  Lussan's  hoisting  the  French  colors,  keeping  off  again. 
As  she  passed  out  of  my  sight  she  seemed  to  be  sending  up  her  fore- 
royal  yard,  Lussan  saying  that  he  was  not  at  all  afraid  of  tne  Yankee 
cruisers;  he  had  seen  too  many  of  them;  and  further  divulged  during 
his  boasting  that  the  negro  pilotw  emploved  on  our  gimboats  on  our 
Southern  coast  and  off  ^nassau  writ*  to  their  wives  the  stations  and 
anticipated  movements  of  the  vessels,  the  women  selling  the  letters  Ut 
the  secessionists. 

Hoping  that  the  preceding  statements  may  prove  satisfactorily  that 
I  at  least  endeavored  to  do  my  duty. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  olKsdient  servant. 

F.  Aug.  Miller, 
Adinij  Eniign,  U.  A',  ^avy. 

Commander  M.  B.  W(>olskt,  U.  S.  Navv. 

/■'.  S.  S.  Pr>';iws.s  lifHfol,  y-nr  nrl^i.uK,  Tyt. 


Keport  ofCommodare  Ball,  U.  8,  Davy,  TegardiiiB  the  cetnm  of  two  of  tba  priie  crew  and 
deiartion  of  the  b>Unoe  at  Havana. 

U.  S.  Stkam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
OffK'ie  'himnx.  La.,  Octi^jer  30,  JS6d. 
Sir:  Acting  Ensign  F.  Augustus  Miller,  prize  mast«r  of  the  brig 
Athini'v.   recaptured  by  the  original  crew  and  taken   into  Havana, 
returned  to  the  I^rincem  Jiorjid  on  the  Hth  instant,  accompanied  by 


■ 
■ 
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Alexander  Gordon,  captain  of  forecastle.  The  rest  of  the  prize  crew, 
Henry  Jacobson,  .seaman;  Charles  Kelly,  ordinary  seaman;  John  Sul- 
livan, landsman;  William  A.  Gridley,  landsman;  Patrick  Higgins, 
landsman,  deserted  at  Havana,  and  I  incline  to  the  belief  that,  althoufi^h 
Gordon  has  returned  to  his  ship,  he  and  the  prize  crew  were  willing 
captives  and  were  accessory  to  the  recapture  of  that  vessel,  though 
there  is  no  proof  of  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Com)n<Khrn\  Comdfj,   West  Gulf  Blockading  Stjiiadrmi  j)ro  teta, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

ScC7*etary  of  the  Navy^  Wftahington. 


Abstract  lo^  of  the  XT.  8.  S.  PrinoesB  Royal,  Commander  K.  B.  Wooliey. 

Am/itst  10,  186S, — At  anchor  off  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
From  4  to  <>  p.  m.:  Sent  Acting  Master  Gover,  with  Acting  Ensign 
Miller  and  a  prize  crew  of  5  men,  on  board  the  English  brigantine 
Atlantic  to  take  charge  of  \wv  as  a  prize  to  the  UnitecTState^  Grovem- 
ment.  From  G  to  S  p.  m. :  The  first  cutter  returned,  having  left  Ensign 
Miller  and  prize  crew  on  hoard  the  brigantine  Atlantic  and  taken 
possession  of  her,  she  being  loaded  with  cotton.  Also  bringing  her 
master  (C'aptuin  Liissan)  on  board  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Gover. 

August  IL — At  5  a.  m.  sent  captain  of  the  brig  Atlantic  on  board 
that  vessel. 

August  12, — At  4:4<)  a.  m.  signals  from  prize  brig  Atlantic. 
Answered  and  sent  })oat  to  her.  Boat  returnea,  giving  information 
that  George  AVilbery  and  William  Fields,  seamen,  had  deserted  from 
the  brig  by  cutting  away  a  boat  from  the  stern  davits,  and  had  landed 
on  the  Texan  shore.  At  \):  10  the  executive  officer  went  on  board  the 
prize  brig  Atlantic,  At  1:80  p.  m.  transferred  three  men  to  the  brig 
Atlmitic. 

August  13, — From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Received  on  board  Mr.  Titus, 
mate  of  the  brig  Atlantic,  The  following  men  comprise  the  prize 
crew  of  the  British  hv\g  Atlantic*:  Alexander  (iordon,  seaman;  Henry 
Jacobson,  seaman;  Charles  Kelly,  ordinary  seaman;  John  Sullivan, 
landsman:  William  A.  (iridley,  landsman;  Patrick  Higgins,  landsman, 
with  (3  pistols,  cutlasses  and  belts  completi?;  1  revolver,  frog,  and  box; 
also  transfer  accounts,  d(»scriptive  lists,  and  clothes  lists,  all  in  charge 
of  Acting  Ensign  V,  Aug.  Miller,  prize  master. 

Aug^ist  IJf. — At  11:  loa.  m.  the  prize  brig  ^l^/^//^/c  got  underway  and 
proceeded  to  sea. 

Octoher  10,  — [New  Orleans]. — From  8  to  meridian :  Acting  Ensign  F. 
Aug.  Miller  and  Alexander  Gordon,  captain  forecastle,  reported  on 
board. 

Capture  of  the  British  8cJu)oner  Flying  Scud^  of  Xassau,  Ar/r 

Pramdence^  AuguM  12^  1S6S, 

Report  of  Commander  Woolsey,  XT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  PrinceBB  Royal. 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 
Off  Rio  Grande,  August  14,  ISCL 

Sik:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  paiticularw  of 
the  seizure  of  the  schooner  Flying  Scud.     On  the  12th  instant  Pay- 
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master  J.  H.  Stevenson  and  Lieutenant  C.  E.  McKay,  of  this  vessel, 
returned  from  Matamoras,  where  they  had  been  on  duty,  and  Pay- 
master J.  H.  Stevenson  communicated  to  me  the  following  statement: 
''I  was  informed  at  Matamoras  by  Mr.  Haggart  that  the  schooner 
Flying  Send  had  obtained  her  cotton  directly  from  Texas.  1  also 
ascertained  from  the  captain  of  the  hr'i^  Atlantic  thsitthe Fly ifig  Sciid 
ran  the  blockade  into  Brazos,  Tex.,  and  there  landed  65,000  pounds  of 

Sowder,  7  tons  of  horseshoes,  and  between  four  and  five  thousand 
ollars'  worth  of  medicines.  He  also  informed  me  that  she  took  a 
number  of  bales  of  cotton  on  board  at  that  place,  and  came  direct  from 
thereto  this  place."  This  statement  has  been  confirmed  by  the  crew 
of  the  Flying  Send,  These  statements  were  made  in  the  presence  of 
Lieutenant  C.  E.  McKav,  of  this  vessel. 

Captain  Lussan,  of  the  brig  Atlaiitic^  stated  to  Lieutenant  McKay 
that  the  captured  vessels  Atlantic  and  Flying  Send  belonged  to  the 
same  parties  that  owned  the  Memphis  and  other  blockade  runners. 
The  master  of  the  Flying  Send  refuses  to  come  on  board  this  vessel, 
although  every  opportunity  has  been  offered  to  enable  him  to  procure 
his  papers  or  prove  his  innocence.  He  can  not  be  arrested,  as  he  is  on 
Mexican  soil. 

B.  L.  Woolsey,  captain's  clerk,  of  this  vessel,  states  that  when  we 
were  about  to  board  the  Flying  Scud  the  captain  of  the  Atlantic 
remarked,  ''  What  is  the  matter  with  the  Flying  Setul?  You  seem  to 
find  us  all  out."  This  was  said  without  any  intimation  being  made  to 
the  aforesaid  captain  that  we  intended  to  seize  the  Flying  Scud.  The 
,U.  S.  gunboat  Cayuga  was  in  sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 
Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Ctytnmandei'. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Sfet^efary  of  the  Navy^  Washington. 


Abstract  log  of  the  IT.  8.  8.  Princess  Boyal,  Commander  Woolsey,  XT.  8.  Havy,  commanding. 

Augu^'it  7^,  1863. — At  5  p.  m.  spoke  the  Danish  brig  Pinnan;  sent  a 
boat  to  her;  examined  her  papers;  all  correct.  Keturned  to  the  roads 
and  sent  a  boat  alongside  the  British  schooner  Flying  Scud^  of  Nassau, 
New  ProvideiRO.  At  (J  p.  ni.  Acting  Master  Gover  with  second  cutter 
and  5  men  returned  on  board.  At  0:30  p.  m.  sent  Acting  Master 
Gover  with  9  men  on  board  the  British  schooner  Flying  Scud.  At  7 
came  to  anchor;  })ar  of  the  Kio  Grande  S.  by  compass,  distant  4  miles. 
Note. — At  7  p.  ni.  took  charge  of  the  British  j^chooner  Flying  Scud^ 
of  Nassau,  New  Providence;  seized  her  as  a  prize  to  the  United  States 
Government,  she  having  previously  run  the  blockade  in  and  out  of 
Brazos,  Tex.  At  the  time  of  capturing  the  Flying  Scud  the  U.  S. 
gunboat  tkiyugn  was  distant  about  half  a  mile  from  us,  within  signal 
distance. 

August  IJf. — At  4  p.  in.  sent  prize  crew  to  the  Flying  Scud  with 
their  bags  and  Imniniocks,  transfer  accounts,  and  descriptive  lists. 
Also  five  pistols,  cutlasses,  belts,  accouterments  complete.  One  revolver, 
complete.  At  5:80  Acting  Ensign  Paine  came  on  l)oard  and  received 
his  instructions  and  returned  on  board  [the  prize].  At  6:30  p.  m.  the 
prize  schooner  Flying  Scud  got  underway  and  proce^idfcA.  \r>  ^^'^^ 
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Uttor  from  Oommander  Woolsey,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  the  U.  8.  ooninl  at  Xatamoraa,  lUzioo, 
regarding  the  refasal  of  the  matter  of  the  priie  to  come  aboard. 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 
Off  Rio  Grande^  August  11^  1863. 

Sik:  The  American-built  schooner  Flying  Scud  was  found  lying  in 
American  waters,  having  violated  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and 
the  blockade,  and  I  seized  her  on  the  12th  instant.  No  papers  were 
found  on  board,  neither  was  the  master  on  board,  and  he  has  not  come 
on  board  since;  furthermore,  he  has  sent  word  that  he  does  not  intend 
to  come.  If  the  master  of  that  vessel  does  not  plead  guilty  he  will 
certainly  come  on  board  and  endeavor  to  clear  himself.  The  Flying 
oeud  has  been  detained  here  since  the  time  of  her  capture  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  the  master  an  opportunity  to  get  on  l)oard  with  his 
papers.  She  wilTbe  sent  to  New  Orleans  to-day  for  adjudication.  The 
traffic  she  has  been  engaged  in  has  covered  her  and  all  connected  with 
her  with  infamy.  It  is  lamentable  that  the  British  flag  should  be  used 
for  such  purposes. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.   B.  WOOLSEY, 

Cmtimander, 

I^EONARD   PiKK' K,  Jr., 

U,  S,  Consul ^  Matamona^. 


Report  of  Conimandar  Mvllaiiy^  U,  S,  Nav^y^  tranmnttinp  report  of 
the  capture  of  the  schooixei*  Betsey^  off  Uoi^puH  Christ i^  Tex, 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  August  m,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Anto?ia  arrived  here  this  morning  from  the  Rio  Grande  in 
a  crippled  condition. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  a  survey  held  on  her  boilers  and 
machiner\- ,  and  as  the  propeller  in  its  present  state  is  useless  and  can 
not  be  repaired  here,  I  have  directed  tne  commander  of  the  Bermuda 
to  tow  her  to  New  Orleans. 

Acting  Master  Chase,  late  commander  of  the  Antona,  came  up  in 
her  from  the  Rio  Grande,  having  been  released  by  General  Bee,  of 
Texas,  the  da}'  after  his  capture.  I  have  directed  him  to  take  passage 
to  New  Orleans  in  the  Antona  and  there  report  to  you. 

I  enclose  for  your  information  copies  of  reports  received  from 
Commander  Woolsey,  connnanding  U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal^  and  Act- 
ing Master  Wells,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Antona, 

Nothing  of  note  has  transpired  here  since  your  departure.     The 
enemy  is  still  at  work  on  the  batterv  at  Pelican  Spit.     I  can  not  dis- 
cover, however,  that  he  has  mounted  an\'^  guns  yet. 
Very  respectfully,  3'our  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  MUI.LANY, 

Commander  and  Senior  Off^^er  Present. 

C/ommodore  H.  II.  Bell, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Smwdrcyn, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensaeola,  off  N*nn  Orleann, 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Antona, 
Off  Galveston,  Augmt  12,  1863. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  submit,  very  respectfully,  the  following  report: 
Agreeably  to  your  instructions,  I  sailed  from  Galveston  on  the  4th 
instant  on  blockade  service  on  the  coast  of  Texas,  standing  off  and  on, 
never  farther  than  80  miles  from,  or  nearer  than  about  12  miles  to, 
the  land.  On  the  5th  instant  I  saw  and  chased  a  fore-and-aft  schooner, 
but  darkness  coming  on  within  an  hour  aft-er  she  was  first  seen,  it  was 
impossible  for  us  to  come  up  with  her  before  she  escaped.  On  the 
6th,  Corpus  Christi  W.  by  N.,  16  miles,  Rio  Grande  S.  f  W.,  93  miles, 
captured  schooner  Betsey,  under  English  colors,  from  Matamoras  for 
New  Orleans,  with  general  cargo,  having  no  manifest  and  no  register, 
and  being  only  16  miles  from  the  land;  put  an  officer  and  prize  crew 
on  board  and  sent  her  to  New  Orleans  for  condemnation.  August  8, 
arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Gmnde  and  reported  to  Commander 
Woolsey,  of  U.  S.  S.  PnnceHS  Royals  and  on  the  10th  sailed  from 
thence  for  Galveston,  under  orders  and  dispatches  from  Commander 
Woolsey  for  the  senior  naval  officer  off  this  place.  On  the  12th 
arrived  off  Galveston  without  having  experiencea  anything  worthy  of 
note  on  the  passage,  and  came  to  an  anchor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

L.  Wells, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding  U,  S,  S.  Antona. 

Senior  Naval  Officer  off  Galveston. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S,  Nairy,  to  Acting  Master  Jordan,  U.  S. 
Nary^  comrnanding  TL  S,  S,  Hollyhock^  to  j)roceedto  Pass  h  V  Outre, 
in  Hear  eh  of  suspiciou^^  vesseh, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sixx)p  Pensacola, 

Nen)  Orleans,  August  12,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  Hollyhock  without  delay  to  Pass  a 
rOutre  to  look  after  a  white  boat  with  a  skiff  astern,  which  has  been 
reported  to  me  as  Ix^iiig  a  suspicious  character  and  unknown  in  those 
waters.  She  was  seen  at  8  p.  m.  to-day  about  10  miles  back  of  Pass 
a  rOutre. 

You  will  inako  lili<^ent  oncjiiiries  and  examinations  after  this  or  any 
other  siis])ectod  vossol,  and  bring  in  an}^  boat  not  belonging  to  the 
Passes  \>ln(h  you  may  iind  there  without  a  passport  signed  by  myself 
or  A^tjor-Genorai  Banks. 

After  satisfy ifiii'  ycurself  of  the  real  chamcter  of  the  boats  about 
the  Passes,  and  that  there  is  nothing  piratical  nor  rebel  in  the  adjacent 
waters,  return  to  this  city. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Connnodon^  Coindg,  West  Gulf  Bloekd^,  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Acting  Master  M.  Jordan, 

ConiniandiiKi  U,  S.  S.  //oily hock. 
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Letter  from  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Steam 
Kngmeering^  urging  efficiency  in  fitting  ofvesseh. 

Navy  Department,  Aitgust  IS^  1863. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  *  dated  the  30th  ultimo, 
from  Rear- Admiral  Farra^t,  and  invite  your  attention  to  the  subject 
to  which  it  refers— that  is,  the  inefficient  condition  of  the  steamers 
sent  out  to  his  squadron.  Much  of  the  difficulty  is  attributed  to  the 
employment  of  incompetent  and  neglectful  persons  in  the  engineer 
dej^rtment. 

The  Department  hopes  that  no  efforts  will  be  spared  to  properly  fit 
and  render  efficient  for  service  the  steamers  sent  out  to  the  squadrons, 
and  that  every  endeavor  will  be  made  to  improve  the  Engineer  Corps, 
especiallv  the  temporary  branch  of  it,  and  to  guard  against  the  appoint- 
ment of  incompetent  persons. 

With  a  view  to  remedy  the  existing  evil  of  appointing  incapable 
persons  as  acting  assistant  engineers,  and  of  selecting  those  that  are 
qualified  for  the  important  and  responsible  duties  devolving  upon 
tnem,  I  have  addressed  a  circular  letter  (copy  enclosed)  to  the  com- 
mandants at  Ifeston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Washington  on  the 
subject  of  such  appointments.  If  these  requirements  are  complied 
with,  it  is  believed  there  will  be  much  lej^s  complaint  in  future  oi  the 
incompetency  of  the  engineers  on  temporary  duty  in  the  Navy. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

B.  F.  IsHERwooD,  Esq., 

Chief  Bureau  Steam  Engineering, 


Letter  from  Cmnrnander  Woohey^  U,  S,  Navy,  to  [/.  S,  consul  at 
Jdatamora^,  Mexico^  forwarding  demand  fyi'  the  expulsion  or  deten- 
tion of  the  ateamer  Sir  William  Peel, 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 
Off  Rio  Grande,  August  12,  1863. 

Sir:  Herewith,  I  respectfully  enclose,  to  bo  forwarded  through 
you,  a  demand  for  the  detention  or  expulsion  of  the  steam  bark  Sir 
William  IWl.  If,  however,  you  find  it  expedient  to  modify  or  alter 
the  language  of  my  lett<^r  in  any  way,  so  as  to  better  subserve  the 
interests  of  the  United  States  Government,  I  beg  you  will  confer  with 
me,  that  the  Mexican  authorities  may  at  once  have  the  opportunity  to 
take  that  immediate  action  which  the  case  requires.  1  would  also 
request  of  his  Excellency,  the  governor  of  Matamoras,  that  the  start- 
ing point  of  the  l)oundary  sea  line,  established  by  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico,  be  defined  by  some  conspicuous  and  imper- 
ishable mark. 

This  also  recjuires  prompt  action,  as  I  am  daily  obliged  to  exercise 
my  authority  in    United  States  waters,  and  in  such  cases  I  can  not 
wait  to  confer  with  the  authorities  on  shore. 
Respei'tfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

M.  B.  WOOLSKY, 

Cfrmmander, 
Leonard  Pierce,  Jr. , 

U.  S.  Cofisul,  Matamoras,  Mexico^ 

*  Sfe  p.  42S. 
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[EncloAtire.] 
CONSUI^TE   OF  THE   UnITED   StATES  OF  AMERICA, 

At  Matamorm^  Aiigmt  li,  1863. 

Sib:  Late  last  evening  I  received  a  dispatch  from  Commander  M.  B. 
Woolsey,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal ^  dated 
August  12,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract: 

U.  S.  8..Prin'cers  Royal, 
Off  Boca  del  Rio  Grande,  Ang\isA  12,  J86S. 

Sir:  My  instructions  require  me  to  demand  of  the  Mexican  authorities  the  imme- 
diate expulsion  or  detention  of  any  vessel  lying  in  Mexican  waters  which  I  have 
reason  to  believe  is  fitting  for  a  privateer.  *  ♦  *  And  I  wish  further  to  represent 
that  if  the  Mexican  Government  is  not  in  possession  of  the  force  to  exercise  its 
authority  beyond  the  sea  beach,  then,  in  the  present  case,  I  have  the  forcre. 
I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  Woolsey,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Leonard  Pierce,  Jr., 

U.  S,  C(m«id,  MatamoroAf  Mexico. 

Therefore,  I,  the  undersigned,  for  Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey,  and 
as  the  representative  of  the  United  States  at  this  port,  do  demand,  in 
the  name  and  by^  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  the  detention  or  immediate  expulsion  of  the  steam  bark 
Sir  William  Peel.,  now  wearing  English  colors  and  lying  in  Mexican 
waters  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Matamoras. 

I  would  also  request  of  your  Excellency  that  some  conspicuous  and 
imperishable  mark  might  be  placed  at  the  starting  point  of  the  boun- 
dary line  Cvstablished  by  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico. 
An  early  reply  is  respectfully  solicited. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  j^our  most  obedient, 

L.  Pierce,  Jr., 

U.  S,  Consid. 
His  Excellency  Don  Manuel  Ruiz, 

Gaver)}or  of  the  State  of  Tama  id  tpa.'i^  Matamoras^  I\e%eiit. 


Letter  fnnn  IL  S,  consul  at  Matamoraa.,  Mexico^  to  Commander  Wool- 
sey., if.  S.  JVavf/^  fransmittiiH/  copy  of  letter  sent  to  th^  governor  of 
Tamaulipas. 

O^NSULATE   OF   THE    UnITED   StATES   OF   AMERICA, 

Matamoras^  AuyuM  13.,  1803. 

Sir:  The  Wchder  returned  late  last  evening  with  two  documents 
from  you.  1  enclose  herewith  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  governor, 
and,  as  soon  ii>5  I  receiver  the  reply,  shall  forward  it  forthwith  or  go 
down  myself. 

I  went  up  this  morning  and  examined  the  manifest  of  the  Celt  at 
the  custoni-nouse  brokers,  and  her  c4irgo,  as  entered  at  this  custom- 
house, consisted  of  259  cases  of  boots  and  shoes,  some  3(K)  bales  of 
blankets,  ready-made  clothing,  and  an  assortment  of  dry  goods,  such 
as  cassimeres,  broadcloths,  etc.  I  can  not  ascertain  that  she  had  any- 
thing like  arms  or  aninumition,  although  such  is  the  report  about 
town.     The  blankets  are  gray,  and  such  as  are  used  by  soldiers,  and 
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there  is  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  but  that  the}^  are  intended  for  rebel  n 
consumption. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

L.  Pierce,  Jr., 

U,  S,  Cryti-sul. 
Conmiandcr  M.  B.  Woolsey,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

Cfmmiaiid'nuj  U,  S,  S,  PrinceM  R(nj(tL 

Au(juj<t  IJf, — The  Celt  has  been  searched  and  nothing  can  l>e  found 
to  criminate  her.  Her  papers  were  procured  from  the  nritish  consul, 
examined  on  board  the  Prinve^^x  lioyal^  and  found  to  l)e  correct. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  she  !)rought  goods  for  the  re})els,but  so  far  no 
evidence  can  be  procurc^d  to  convict  her. 


Letter  from  the  TL  S,  cofisul  at  Matatnordfi  to  Commands  Woolsey^ 
U,  S.  Navij^  ri\feri^)Hj  to  the  too  frtqnent  release  of  venneh  hy  tMe 
Gorernment, 

U.  S.  Consulate, 
Mdtavioras^  Avgust  IS^  1S63, 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  so  completely  overrun  with  business  thatitwill  be 
impossible  for  me  to  go  down  until  the  lirst  of  the  week,  if  then.  1 
am  busily  engaged  in  procuring  evidence  in  the  case  of  theZrtftt/^w, 
according  to  the  enclosed  dispatch,  which  I  send  down  for  your  perusal. 

The  Lahuan  was  seized  in  the  fall  of  1801,  and  at  the  time  I  wrote 
to  the  State  Department  all  about  her,  every  word  of  which  I  could  have 
supported  by  affidavits,  but  still  they  released  her,  and  at  this  late  day 
call  upon  me  for  all  the  testimony  1  can  get,  when  most  of  the  witnesses 
are  out  of  town  or  dead.  I  send  you  also  a  leaf  from  my  copybook, 
which  is  a  facsimile  of  my  letter  to  the  governor.  These  authorities 
are  noted  for  their  tardiness,  and  if  I  had  put  it  in  anv  other  form 
they  would  be  liable  to  make  excuses.  I  sincerely  hope  our  Govern- 
ment will  not  be  so  prone  to  release  vessels  that  are  seized  hereafter  as 
they  have  been.  The  Surprise^  I  feel  convinced,  is  bound  to  Brazos 
River,  some  80  miles  west  of  (ialveston.  Perhaps  it  would  be  well  to 
let  her  ijo  out  and  follow  her  until  she  reaches  the  Texas  coast  and  then 
seize  her.  The  (hear  has  a  cargo  for  a  man  by  the  name  of  Rodgate. 
One  year  ago  last  June  1  spent  a  week  on  board  of  the  MonUjamei^y^ 
then  lying  otf  the  bar,  and  while  on  shore  one  day  I  met  this  man  Rod- 
gate.  He  told  me  he  was  going  to  Europe  to  !)uy  medicines,  or  that 
he  had  made  the  rebels  believe  so,  and  at  the  same  time  I  received  a 
letter  from  this  office,  which  I  also  send  you  to  read  (whi(;h,  with  the 
dispatch,  please  return  to  me  by  the  messenger),  and  he  was  also  taken 
on  the  Peterhvf\  released,  and  came  direct  to  this  point  and  through 
to  Texas.  If  he  has  any  medicines  on  board,  which  1  can  easily  find 
out,  the  proof  is  positive  that  he  is, as  represented  in  the  enclosed 
letter,  an  agent  for  the  rel>els. 

It  will  take  some  time  to  clear  this  place  thoroughlv  as  it  should  be; 
still  the  presence  of  your  ship  is  felt  nere  and  causes  a  deal  of  excite- 
ment. 

Very  truly, 

Ij.  Pierce,  »lr., 

I\  S,  ( \tn.'od. 

Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Coiinnandlnfj  f^.  •^'.  ^V.  Prlnce.ss  Rtiyal, 
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P.  S. — If  you  have  any  more  demands  to  make,  it  will  afford  me 
much  pleasure  to  make  them  for  you. 

L.  P.,  Jr. 


Report  of  Commodfyre  BM^    U.    S,    Navy^   regarding   operatioriH  in 

search  of  HHspected  veHHAn, 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
Nnci  Orleans^  August  li^  1863, 

Sir:  I  was  informed  last  night  I)}'  telegram  from  the  Passes  that  a 
strange  ''  rowboat,  having  a  skiff  in  tow,"  was  observed  yesterday  after- 
noon '*  about  10  uiilos  back  of  Pass  a  TOutre." 

I  immediately  sent  the  V .  S.  S.  noUykock\  Acting  Master  M.  Jordan, 
to  look  after  her.  The  Ilolh/hock  should  have  reached  the  Pass  by 
sunrise  this  morning,  and  will  doubtless  intercept  the  boat  referred  to 
if  she  be  about  the  Passes.  The  U.  S.  ship  Brooklyn^  Captain  George 
Emmons,  started  for  New  York  at  5: 30  this  morning. 

Captain  Emmons  contemplates  stopping  off  Charleston. 

1  have  hoard  nothing  from  the  Rio  (jmnde,  and  presume  all  is  right 
there.  The  Prmcesa  R(ryal^  Cayuga^  and  Antomi  were  there  and  in 
adjacent  waters,  looking  after  the  Sir  WiUiara  Peel  and  other  sus- 
pected vessels. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Coindg,  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ^   Washmgton^  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Coimuodore  BelL  U,  S.  ^a^fjy^  to  Captain  Goldshoi'ough^ 
U.  S,  Navy^  regardimj  vessels  far  the  Mobile  blockade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Neiv  Orleans,,  Augiist  13^  1863, 

Sir:  I  dispatch  the  MonongahAa  to  }■  ou  to-day  for  blockade  duty. 
The  machinists  are  all  engaged  on  the  damaged  vessels  in  port.  As 
soon  as  there  is  a  party  to  work  upon  th(»  Phiola^  say  within  ten  days, 
1  will  have  her  sent  here  for  the  needful  repairs. 

1  will  be  cfhid  to  hear  from  vou  about  the  enemv  inside  and  the 
blockading  vessels,  as  op})ortunities  occur,  and  also  that  your  health 
is  improving. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,,  ('omdg^  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern , 

Captain  Goldsijorough, 

[\  S,  Fr!g<(fr  Ctflorado,,  Se?iior  Cjfficer  off  Mobile  Bar, 
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Order  of  Commodore  Bdl^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Commander  Sartoru  TT.  S* 

Navy^  commanding  U.  A  S.  Monongahda. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pen8acx)la, 

iVW  Orleans^  August  13^  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Monongahda  oflF  Mobile  bar 
and  report  to  the  senior  officer  for  blockading  duty  there. 
Very  respectfull}-, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
(hmmodor(\  Comdij,  Weatej^n  Gxdf  Bh^chiding  Squadron. 

Commander  L.  C.  Sartoui,  U.  S.  Navv. 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Manongahda-, 


letter  from  the  IL  S.  consul  at  Matamoras^  Mexico^  to  Commander 
Wfrnnci/,  TL  S,  3v//v/,  commanding  U,  S.  S.  Prhicess  Royal^  tra/ns- 
tnitthuj  cap  [I  of  rcspimse  (f  the  goct^nor  of  Tamaulipas, 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Matamoras^  August  15^  1863. 

Sir:  1  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  governor's  answer  to  the 
demand.  As  usual  with  them,  it  is  very  indirect,  but  I  shall  await 
your  reply. 

I  am,  .sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  ol^dient, 

L.  Pier(;e,  Jr., 

ir.  S.  Conmd. 
Commander  M.  H.  Woolsey, 

Commanding  IL  S\  S.  Princess  Royals  off  Rio  Grande, 

[Enclosure.] 

Hdqrs.  Governor  and  Military  Commander  of  Tamaulipas, 

\:August  U,  1863.] 

Mr.  (Consul:  Yesterday  at  12  o'clock  I  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  dispatch  of  the  same  date  in  which  3'ou  insert  copy  of  one 
directed  to  you  from  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Gmndeon  the  12th  instant 
l)y  Commander  M.  B.  Woolse\%  commanding  steamer /^'«V/0€'*«^/?y<3r/, of 
the  U.  S.  Navy,  containing  a  part  of  the  instructions  which  he  has  from 
his  (lovernment  in  relation  to  vessels  which  he  has  reason  to  believe 
are  in  Mexican  waters  for  the  purj)osc  of  fitting  as  privateers.  In 
answer  to  said  dispatch,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  manifest  to  the  consul 
that  as  soon  as  the  undersigned  was  notified  by  the  ciiptain  of  the  port 
of  the  desires  of  the  commander  of  the  Princess  Royal  in  relation  to 
the  steam  bark  Sir  WiUiani  Peel^  anchored  in  Mexican  waters  under 
English  colors,  he  went  to  the  said  port  and  made  an  investigation  of 
the  departure,  destination,  and  cargo  of  said  bark,  and  afterwards 
went  in  person  on  board  of  the  Prin<,'ess  Royah  and  in  a  cordial  and 
frank  interview  gave  Commander  Woolsey  an  explanation  of  the  case, 
leaving  him  convinced  that  there  existed  no  motive  for  any  further 
pro<*.eeding. 

The  undersigned  also  arranged  satisfactorily  with  the  estimable 
Commander  W  oolsc}^  the  most  visible  signals  that  could  be  established 
in  the  port  to  designate  the  dividing  line  between  the  waters  of  Mex^ 
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ico  and  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe 
Hidalgo,  signed  the  2d  of  February,  1848,  and  which  is  still  the  same. 
The  subscriber  presents  to   the  consul  of  the   United  States  of 
America  his  respects,  and  subscribes  himself  his  obedient  servant, 

Man.  Ruiz.  , 
Sr.  Don  L.  Pierce, 

Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America, 


Report  of  Actiruj  Master  Synith^  U,  S,  Navy^  commanding  U.  S.  S, 
Bermud/i^  regarding  the  seizure  of  the  British  schooner  Artist^  of 
Nassau^  New  Providence, 

U.  S.  S.  Bermuda, 

At  Sea,  Lat,  28"^  IS'  j\\.  Long.  96^  26'  W.,  August  16,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  just  fallen  in  with  the 
British  schooner  Artist,  of  Nassau.  When  hailed  he  answered  that  he 
was  from  Havana,  bound  to  Matamoms.  On  boarding,  was  told  that 
the  captain  was  dead,  and  there  l^eing  no  navigator  on  board,  had  lost 
their  reckoning.  Notwithstanding  this  1  found  the  chronometer 
worked  up  to  this  date  and  the  sextant  set  at  the  meridian  altitude  of 
this  day.  She  was  loaded  with  liquors,  cigars,  medicines,  etc.,  and  I 
have  felt  justified,  under  the  circumstances,  in  seizing  her  as  a  lawful 
prize. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Smith, 
Acting  Master^  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Navy. 


Report  <f  Acting  Master  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  conunanding  U.  S.  S. 
jSermuda,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  sch/xm^fr  Carniita. 

U.  S.  S.  Bermuda, 
Off  Galveston,  August  16,  1868. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture,,  on  the  14th  instant,  of 
the  British  schooner  C(rrntita^  loaded  with  101  bales  cotton,  bound 
from  Velasco,  Tex.,  to  the  Balize,  Honduras. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Smith, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  <f  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Commodt^re  Bell,   V.   S.   Nary,  to   Lieutenant- Com^nander 
Weaver,  TL  S,  Nivi/,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Winona,  to  proceed  to 
Baltimore  for  repairs  to  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Neic  Orleans,  Awjnst  16,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  Winona  under  your  command  to  Balti- 
more, in  company  with  the  Kineo,  to  undergo  repairs.     Upon  your 
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arrival  there,  report  the  return  of  your  vessel  and  her  condition  to  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  rt(t4<r(i^  Lieutenant-Conunander  R.  F.  [R.]  Lewis,  will  sail  in 
company  with  you  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  and  you  will  please 
give  each  other  all  necessary  assistance. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Comdg,  Went  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  te?ti, 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  W.  Weaver, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  liiifiojia, 

[Ordor.s  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Lieutenant-Commanders  John 
Watters,  commanding  V,  8.  S.  Jufwo,  and  Robert  F.  R.  Lewis,  com- 
manding U.  S.  8.  Itasca.] 


(hder  of  Commander  MuUantf^  U,  S.  Xai^y^  to  Acting  Master  Wells^ 
U.  S.  Nary^  commanding  t\  S.  S.  Antona^  to  report  to  Commodore 
Bell^  U.  S.  JVary^  at  Neic  Orleans. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  Aug^ist  15,  1863. 

Sir:  The  steamer  Bernnula,  Acting  Master  Smith,  commanding, 
has  been  instructed  to  tow  the  Antona  to  New  Orleans. 

On  your  arrival  there  you  will  repoit  to  Commodore  H.  H.  liell,  for 
further  instructions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  MULLANY, 

Cammander  and  Senior  Offer r  Present. 

Acting  Master  Lyman  Wells, 

Commanding  f.\  S.  *S  Antona^  fff  Gal  rest  f^n.,  7(,v. 


BejMtrt  of  Commodore  Bell,    l\    S.   Xanf,  stating  that  the  sas/}ected 
nssel  s*tn  off*thr  Passes  iras  a  fighf-hotfSf  tender, 

U.  8.  8.  Pexsacola, 
tffyeir  Orleans,  August  lo.  1863. 

8ik:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  vou  that  the  sus[>ected  vessel  which 
1  rep<nted  as  having  appeared  otl"  the  Passes  on  the  18th  instant  turns 
out  to  l>e  a  light-house  tender,  and  that  there  are  no  interruptions  to 
trade  off  the  Alississippi  River. 

Since  dispatching  the   Princtss  lioyaK  i>n  the  4th  instant,  to  look 
after  the  tniders  off  the  Rio  Grande,  I  have  heard  nothing  fix>m  that 
direction.     The  arrival  of  the  Bermuda  from  the  coast  of  Texas  is 
looked  for  dailv,  and  she  will  bring  the  hitest  information. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

n.  H.  Bell, 
ConnnfMlore\  Com manding  Wtst  Gulf  Rlochiding  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seerttary  of  the  Xary^  Wai<hington  City. 
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Capture  ofth^  Confederate  Steamer  Warrim*^  August  16^  1863. 

Beport  of  Acting  Master  CresBy,  XT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  XT.  S.  8.  Oertmde. 

U.  S.  S.  Gertrude, 
Of  Mobile,  November  6,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Gertrude^ 
under  my  command,  when  in  latitude  26^  45'  N.,  longitude  86°  30'  W., 
August  16,  1863,  I  fell  in  with  and  captured,  after  a  nine-hours'  chase, 
the  Confederate  steamer  Warrior.,  of  500  tons  register  (belonging  to 
Mobile),  with  all  her  papers  and  colors.  Said  steamer  was  from 
Havana,  bound  to  Apalachicola,  with  a  valuable  cargo  on  board,  con- 
sisting of  coffee,  ci^rs,  and  dry  goods,  and  a  crew  consisting  of  32 
persons  and  2  passengers.  Took  her  under  convoy  and  delivered  her 
over  to  the  U.  S.  marshal  at  New  Orleans. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  K.  Cressy, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding  U.  S.  S,  Gertrude. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Abstract  log  of  the  IT.  8.  8.  Oertmde,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  K.  Cressy.  XT.  8. 

Havy,  commanding. 

August  lo,  1863. — At  6:50  p.  m.  sighted  Tortugas  light,  bearing 
N.  W.  by  W,  distant  9  miles. 

A^cgust  16. — From  8  to  meridian:  Latitude  25^  44'  N.  In  chase  of 
a  steamer.  At  8:20  a.  m.  fired  a  shell  for  her  to  heave  to,  but  she 
took  no  notice  of  it.  At  1  p.  m.  fired  another  shell  at  the  steamer 
ahead.  At  1 :  'M)  fired  another,  when  she  hove  to  and  was  boarded  bv 
F.  Newell,  executive  officcM*.  Proved  to  be  the  rebel  steamer  Warrior 
from  Havana  bound  to  Mobile.  Put  Acting  Ensign  H.  Walters  in 
char<i^e  as  piize  master,  with  Acting  Master's  Mates  Benjamin  Leeds 
and  T.  W.  Jones  and  a  prize  crew,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  North 
East  Pass.  At  4:20  p.  m.  crew  all  exchanged,  boats  returned  and 
hoisted  up,  steamed  ahead,  with  prize  steamer  in  company.  At  9:30 
stopped  steamer,  sent  a  boat  on  board  prize  steamer,  F.  Kewell,  exec- 
utive officer,  in  charge.  At  10  l)oat  returned  in  charge  of  Mr.  Leeds, 
with  two  intoxicated  firemen;  sent  th(^m  forward  in  charge  of  the 
master  at  arms,  sent  hack  boat  with  orders.  At  10:30  boat  return  'd 
in  chart^e  of  Mr.  Newell,  bringing  another  intoxicated  fireman.  Sent 
boat  with  three  other  firemen  and*  Mr.  Maples,  chief  engineer,  on 
})oard  the  prize  steamer.  Boat  returned,  hoisted  it  up,  and  steamed 
ahead.     At  midnight  lost  sight  of  the  prize. 


[Kxtract  from  the  New  York  HoraM,  November  19,  1863.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Gertrude, 
Of  Mobile,  Octobt-r27,  1863. 

We  went  into  commission  on  the  22d  of  Julv  and  sailed  from  the 
navy  ysii-d  on  the  2l)th  (lav  of  the  same  month,  arriving  at  Norfolk, 
Va.,  on   the  (Jth  of  August,  after  lying  one  week  t\t  Saiidvf   tLvi^^, 
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Hiivingr  our  compasses  adjusted,  we  left  Norfolk  on  the  9th.  Nothing 
of  importance  transpired  until  the  l()th,  when,  off  the  coast  of  Florida, 
wo  captured  a  line,  large  steamer,  the  Wamo?\  We  put  a  prize  crew 
on  board,  and  in  company  we  went  to  New  Orleans.  Our  chase  for 
her  was  from  sunrise  until  4  in  the  afternoon.  The  Sati  Jacinto  was 
also  in  chase,  but  gave  it  up,  as  we  outsailed  her.  The  Warrio?*  is 
a  vessel  of  oOo  tons;  she  had  an  assorted  cargo,  and  was  out  from 
Havana  three  days  when  we  overhauled  her.  Her  destination  was 
Mobile.  \V(!  arrived  at  New  Orleans  on  Sunday,  the  80th,  after  being 
quanmtined  ten  days.  We  left  New  Orleans  on  the  8th  of  September 
and  anchored  at  the  Quarantine  grounds  until  the  morning  of  the  9th, 
when  we  weighed  anchor,  and  arrived  here  on  the  blockade  off  Mobile 
bar  in  the  evening.  We  have  made  several  short  cruises,  but  nothing 
of  any  particular  interest  has  transpired.  We  have  been  in  chase  of  a 
numl)er  of  vessels;  but  on  reacliing  them  they  proved  to  be  our  own, 
which  sometimes  is  discouraging  to  our  men,  as  they  are  anxious  to 
have  a  light  or  ttike  a  prize. 

The  CoJovado  (Hagship)  and  the  GeneHee  had  an  engagement  with  the 
LaJ!r>P  Ram.  a  vessel  presented  by  the  ladies  of  Mobfle  to  the  rebeh?. 
The  Gene-sec  lired  two  shots  and  the  (hlorado  three,  when  the  rebel 
ram  ahnost  immediately  put  back  under  Fort  Morgan. 

Our  ship's  crew  are  anxious  for  a  tight,  and  in  all  probability  they 
will  get  ttieir  wish  before  long,  when  you  will  know  what  kind  of 
metal  there  is  in  the  Western  Gulf  S(juadron  off  Mobile  Bar. 

1  send  you  a  sketch  of  the  entrance  to  Mobile  Bay,  showing  the 
position  of  our  blockaders  and  of  the  rebel  defenses.  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  rebels  have  one  ironclad  and  two  steamers  and  a  floating  bat- 
terv  in  the  bav;  but  thev  are  of  no  use. 


Report  of  Rrar- Admiral  Farra(jut^  [■.   S.   Navy^  a<^hiowl edging  the 

Dt'partmf'nfii  Utter  of  congratulation. 

No.  180.] 

New  York,  Amjmt  17,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  11th  instant,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  welcome  me 
home  and  congratulate  me  on  the  successful  issue  of  my  laborious 
cruise.  For  this  I  feel  most  thankful,  and  I  can  assure  the  Depart- 
ment that  I  most  fully  appreciate  its  indulgence  in  granting  me  this 
little  respite  from  duty.  I  shall,  however,  he  reaov'  at  all  times  to 
visit  the  Department  without  regard  to  the  weather,  when  you  deem  it 
ne(»essary. 

1  have  sent  the  Hartford  to  the  navv  yard  for  her  repairs.  I  pre- 
sume they  will  not  taKe  long,  although  they  were  necessary  for  the 
performance  of  duty  on  the  seacoast.  Her  crew  have  general!}'  eight 
or  nine  months  to  serve,  and  I  think  it  would  be  good  economy  to  dis- 
charge them  all  and  they  would  probably  all  ship  again  before  their 
services  are  required. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  (t.  Farragut, 

Rear- Ad m  Ind, 
Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  t tic  Navy,  Watthington,  D.  C 
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Report  of  Commodm^e  Bdl^  U.  S,  Navy^  regarding  deficiencies  i/n  the 

crews  of  the  West  Gutf  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensaoola, 

New  Orleans^  August  18^  1863. 

Sib:  1  have  respectfully  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  Western 
Gulf  Blockading  hquadron  is  deficient  in  officers,  sailors,  firemen,  and 
marines,  about  500  souls,  and  that  the  terms  of  service  on  board  of 
every  vessel  are  rapidly  expiring. 

All  the  vessels  are  greatly  weakened  for  want  of  crews. 
The  Pffusdcola  is  short  of  men,  103;  the  Ossipee^  37;  Monongahela^ 
31;  Lackawanna^  40,  and  most  of  the  other  vessels  in  the  same  pro- 
portion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Coinmodore^  Cmdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  jpro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Weij.es, 

Se^cretai^y  of  the  Navy^  Washington, 


Report  of  Cmamodore  Bell,,  U,  S.  Namf^  commanding  West  GuLf  Block- 
ading  Squadron,^  transiaitting  reports  and  orders  regarding  affairs  at 
mouth  of  Bio  Grande, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans^  Augicst  18,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  report  (No.  1)  by 
Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey,  commanding  the  U.  S.  ^.  PHncess  Boyat, 
off  the  Rio  Grande,  in  reference  to  the  British  steamer  Sir  William 
Bed  and  other  traders  at  that  point. 

I  also  enclose  a  cop}'^  of  my  instructions  (No.  2)  to  Commander 
Woolsey.  Commander  Woolsey  appears  to  have  misapprehended  me 
as  to  "'consultation  with  the  Mexican  authorities."  My  remarks 
referred  solely  to  the  beginning  of  the  Mexican  boundary  line,  which 
I  informed  him  was  settled  by  the  treaty  of  1848  as  starting  at  3 
leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  but  as  a  subsequent  treaty 
may  have  changed  that  to  "'one  marine  league,"  he  might  consult  the 
Mexican  authorities,  concealing  his  doubts  as  to  the  '^  extent  of  neu- 
tral waters." 

I  certainlv  did  not  advise  him  to  consult  Mexican  authorities  whether 
any  particular  vessels  were  within  their  jurisdiction  or  not. 

The  enclosed  is  the  only  report  I  have  received  from  the  Rio  Grande, 
except  the  verbal  sUitement  of  Acting  Master  Smith,  coijimanding 
U.  S.  S.  Ben/nu/a^  who  represents  the  vessels  there,  particularly  the 
A'/>  Williaia  Peel,,  as  presenting  no  appearance  of  equipping  for  a 
privateer. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Coiiintodcrre,,  Coninuindlnij  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron^ 

Hon.  GiuEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washingt07i. 
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[EncloHuref.J 

IT.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 
Of  Rio  (fvand^i,  Amfmt  10^  1863. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  my  orders  from 
Commodore  Bell.  Upon  askincr  juui  as  to  the  bouiuliiry  line,  he  said  he 
believed  that  it  was  at  right  angles  with  the  coast  and  extended  3 
leagues  into  the  sea.  but  that  I  must  consult  with  the  authorities  upon 
my  arrival,  in  order  to  avoid  collision  with  the  Mexicans.  I  arrived 
here  on  Friday  evening  last,  in  obedience  thereto,  and  anchored  off  the 
coast.  1  found  the  AVy  William  I\d  lying  at  anchor  ahead.  After  con- 
sultation with  Lieutenant-Commander  Dana,  and  such  observations  as  1 
could  make  before  dark,  I  found  the  Sir  117// A////  /W  Iving  so  near 
what  I  considered  to  be  the  boundary  that  I  could  not  seize  ner  with- 
out consulting  the  authorities.  The  next  day  I  sent  the  executive 
officer,  Lieutenant  McKay,  with  a  compass,  to  consult  the  captain 
of  the  i)ort,  and  if  he  should  decide  unfavorably,  to  send  the  acting 
master  off  with  the  ni(\ssage,  and  to  proceed  himself  immediately  to 
Matamoras  and,  in  com|)any  w^ith  the  IJ.  S.  consul,  to  demand,  in  the 
name  of  the  I'^nited  States,  the  detention  or  innnediate  expulsion  of 
the  Sir  WiNiam  Pal  and  such  other  vessels  as  ai'e  named  in  the  list. 
The  master  (Mr.  Gover)  returned  and  reported  that  the  captain  of  the 
port  thought  the  Sir  William  I\rl  was  to  the  southward  of  the 
boundary  and  would  not  consent  to  any  measures  without  the  authority 
of  the  governor.  1  laid  as  near  to  the  *SV/*  William  Pnl  as  I  (*ould  at 
night  and  yesterday  without  encroaching.  Last  night  a  light  was 
seen  under  her  stern  and  I  suspected  she  was  shipping  Ikm*  propeller, 
when  I  got  underway,  ready  to  follow  her  in  case  she  sliould  go  to  sea, 
but  as  there  w-as  no  noise  or  smoke  I  came  to  anchor  again.  At  2:30 
a.  m.  to-day  she  moved  ahead  about  40<j  yards.  1  again  got  under- 
wav  and  went  outside  of  her,  but  she  was  stationarv  ajrain.  I  waited 
until  davlight  and  dropped  back  into  our  own  wat(*rs  and  anchored 
again.  '^Fhe  (Hadiaior^  ndimrd  l/fnrlins^  and  Lahmni  are  also  here, 
but  where  I  can  not  reach  them  unless  tlicv  jl^o  to  sea.  Lieutenant 
McKay  has  not  yet  returned  (12  m.).  Tlic^.  assistance  offered  in  the 
commodore's  orders  I  do  not  ne<»(l  ((excepting  men,  being  1)  short) 
unless  the  rebels'  cruisers  come  here,  and  at  present  I  sec*  no  pros- 
pect of  that.  If  you  can,  however,  let  i\\Q  Antona,  return;  I  can  make 
her  of  service*.  I  cMicIose  a  separate  r(M)ort  concerning  tlie  shipment 
of  cotton  from  Matamoras,  which  I  think  should  bi»  stopped  by  a 
militarv  force  in  Texas, 
kespectfully,  etc.. 

M.  B.  WoOUSKY, 

Ctniitnandcr, 
Captain  J.  P.  (tilijs, 

Sefiior  Ojficcr  Prexfttt  (iff'  fralvtsttm^  Tr,r. 


U.  S.  Stkam  Su)<)r  Pensacola, 

\rin  Orl(tf/(s^  At/(/t/sfO\  iHd-L 

Sir:  Proceed  without  delay  in  the  Pritn-rss  liotjal  under  your  com- 
mand to  the  Rio  Gmnde  and  look  afUn*  the  trading  at  that  j)oint  in 
contrabands  of  war. 
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You  will  firmly  assert  the  belligerent  right  of  visiting  and  searching, 
and  will  seize  and  send  into  port  for  adjudication  all  vessels  of  whose 
character  you  have  a  reasonable  doubt.  On  the  25th  July  there  were 
anchored  off  the  Rio  Grande  the  following-named  British  steamers^  of 
which  you  have  been  furnished  full  descriptions,  viz,  Si?'  William, 
Peel^  Edward  IlawJcins^  Gladiator^  Sea  Queen ^  and  Celt^  and  some  of 
the  sailing  craft. 

It  is  apprehended  that  the  x!?/r  William  Peel  is  rebel  property  and 
is  fitting  for  a  privateer. 

Examine  whether  she  or  any  other  vessel  at  that  anchorage  is  so 
fitting.  If  they  are,  keep  an  eye  upon  them  and  seize  them  by  the  first 
opportunity,  and  send  word  to  Galveston  by  one  of  the  blockaders 
visiting  there  for  assistance.  You  will  consider  yourself  as  belonging 
to  the  Texas  blockade,  and  will  communicate  with  Captain  Gillis, 
commanding  off  Galveston,  by  every  opportunity. 

If  the  Sir  WlUiam  Peel  or  other  privateer  shall  have  left  Rio  Grande 
before  you  arrive  there,  pursue  her  as  far  as  3^ou  hear  of  her;  or,  not 
hearing  of  her,  pursue  to  Key  West,  sighting  South  West  Pass  light, 
and  running  down  the  track  of  vessels  trading  between  New  Orleans 
and  the  north.  If  you  have  reasons  for  believing  that  a  vessel  lying 
in  Mexican  waters  is  fitting  for  a  privateer,  demand  of  the  Mexican 
authorities  her  instant  expulsion  or  detention. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,^  Comdg,   West  Gulf  BIkdg,  Squadron  pro  t^n. 

Commander  Melancthon  B.  Woolsey, 

U.  S.  S.  Pr (71  cess  RoyaL 


U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 
Off  Rio  Grande,  August  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  that  there  is  an  immense  trade  in  cotton  at 
this  place.  It  is  shipped  at  Matamoras,  comes  off  in  Mexican  lighters 
to  foreign  vessels  lying  in  Mexican  waters;  it  is  supposed  to  come 
originally  from  Texas,  but  of  that  we  have  no  proof.  It  is  impossible 
for  a  naval  force  to  stop  it,  as  the  lighters  keep  on  the  Mexican  side 
of  the  river  all  the  wa}'  out.  The  river  is  not  deep  enough  for  gun- 
boats to  go  up  to  Matamoras,  nor  even  to  enter  the  Rio  Grande.  The 
trade  is  extensive  enougli  to  more  than  pay  the  expenses  of  an  army 
large  enough  to  stop  its  exportation  through  the  Texan  frontier. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commander, 
Captain  J.  P.  Giltjs, 

Senior  Officer  Present  off  Galveston ^  Tex, 


Rep<rrt  of  Commoditrt'  Bell,  U,  S,  Navt/,  regarding  vessels  ordered  to 

he  sent  North  hij  Rear- Admiral  Farragut. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  August  19,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  15th  instant  the  Itasca,  Lieutenant-CommaA\Aft.\  >^,^ . 
R.  Lewis;  Klneo,  Lieutenant-Commander  J o\\Ti\?taAX;et^^^xA^x'ifvx>irux^ 
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Lioutenant-Coniiiiaiuler  A.  W.  Weaver,  being  ^ported  ready  for  sea, 
started  in  company,  to  yfive  mutual  support,  for  the  North,  requiring 
extensive  repairs  in  hull  and  machinerv. 

Considering^  the  ^vvat  amount  of  work  being  done  at  the  navj  yards. 
New  York  and  I^oston,  I  ordered  the  Itasca  into  Philadelphia,  and  the 
f\!mo  and  ^Mnona  into  Baltimore,  where  they  would  l)c  likely  to  receive 
quickest  dispatch,  their  commanding  otMcers  being  instructed  to  report 
their  arrival  to  the  Navy  Department. 

The  J%'if/ioNtas^  LieutcMiaiit-Connuander  W.  M.  Gamble,  is  now 
ready  for  sea,  and  will  start  this  morning  for  Philadelphia,  requiring 
extensive  repairs.  The  al)ove  vessels  were  ordered  to  be  sent  North 
by  Kear- Admiral  Farragut. 

I  have  the  honor  to  ])e,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

n.  H.  Bell, 
(\nninif(Iort\  ('nnt<l(f,  Wrst  Gulf  Blorkadhiij  Squad wnjyro  tern, 

Hon.  (JiDKON  Wkllks, 

Srrrctanj  of  tlu'  ^firi/^  Wat<Iiint/Ufti^  I).  C. 

[Kn<l<irs«.«ment.] 

The  Ki'nro  and  Wlnnna  are  repairing  at  Baltimore  and  the  Itcusoa  at 
Philadelphia. 

J.  L. 


litparf  of  C<tnnnod(tre  liilK   f-  S,  ^(ivtj^  ffli'lny  Uitt  (f  seaiHtu  of  the 

U.  S,  S,  Arhniut^  riijftnnd  and  paroled, 

U.  S.  Steam  8ix)oi»  Pexsacola, 

Ni:w  Orleans^  August  19^  186 J, 

Siu:  1  have  sent  North  in  the  litrmuda  the  following-named  ^$eamen 
iK'longing  to  the  U.  S.  8.  Arizona^  who  were  captured  up  the  Missis- 
sippi Kiv(»r  and  sent  bark  into  our  lines  on  parole,  namely:  A.  A. 
Howe,  first-<'lass  fireman;  C'harlesCrozett,  second-class  li reman;  Patrick 
I  lagan,  coal  heaver;  Theodore  Saxan,  landsman;  Charles  Vowinklo, 
lirst-class  finMuan;  Samuel  Hill,  ordinary  s(»aman;  Robert  White, 
seaman;  Thomas  Kenncidy,  seaman. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  H.  Bell, 
(.'tmiiiiodorr^  (\nhdij,  llr^v/  (rtilf  Ji/nchaUna  Squad nm  pro  tenK 

Hon.  GiDKoN  Wkllks, 

St  rrdarii  ff  the  Xticf/s  1  ^  ush  'uiijtnn . 

(Kn«l«ns«MiK'nt.l 

Keep  them  on  )x)ard  the  receiving  shij)  and  notify  C'olonel  Hoffman, 
so  as  to  obtain  their  discharge. 

[G.  V.  F.] 

Ht'jH/rt  of  (■(ittunoi/ort:  IJilL  f\  S,  J\av!/n  nyardhoj  ajfahs  tf  the  West 
Gulf  Squadron^  uvdrr  his  ieinpirrary  rntnimnuL 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacoij^, 

Si  in  Orleans^  Aut/u.st  JO^  JS63. 
Sir:  I  have  reports  of  the  17th  instant  from  Captain  John  K.  (jolds- 
borough,  commanding  off  Mobile,  representing  all  cjuiet  in  the  baj% 
notwithstanding  rumors  to  the  contmry.     His  advices  from  Mobilo 
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Were  up  to  the  9th,  when  they  had  not  more  than  2,000  troops  there, 
and  were  deficient  in  men  for  manning  their  ironclads. 

Grant's  Pass,  the  interior  channel  leading  to  Ship  Island,  he  states 
positively  as  closed  up.  From  this  and  other  reliable  sources  I  infer 
there  were  not  suflScient  grounds  for  apprehending  an  attack  upon 
Ship  Island. 

The  blockade  of  Texas  is  successfully  maintained,  except  at  the  Rio 
Grande,  where  everything  is  in  favor  of  the  contraband  traders,  the 
shipping  business  at  that  point  being  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Mexican  village  at  Bagdad,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  who 
are  mostly  Texans  and  refugees  from  New  Orleans,  though  the  vessels 
are  consigned  to  houses  at  Matamoras. 

The  U.  S.  steamers  Ossipee^  Seminole^  Virginia^  Arizona^  Albatross^ 
and  Sciota  are  undergoing  repairs  here.  The  two  latter  will  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  mechanics  for  throe  or  four  weeks  longer  before  they 
can  be  made  ready  for  service. 

The  other  four  will  be  ready  in  the  course  of  a  week  or  ten  days. 

Captain  Gillis,  in  the  (hnpee^  will  then  go  off  Galveston  and  Com- 
mander Kolando  will  go  off  the  Rio  Grande. 

The  rudder  stock  of  the  Bienville^  Commander  MuUany,  being  con- 
sidered unsea worthy,  it  is  desirable  she  shall  unship  her  rudder  to  have 
it  examined  and  more  effectually  repaired  than  could  be  done  when 
shipped. 

I  have  the  honor  to  1)0  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Coindij,  Tfy-v^  Gulf  Blockading  Squadro7i  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Wtis/imgto7i,  I).  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Commodiwe  BelU  TT.  S,  Navy^ 
forirarding  dfxp<(trhesfr(>fn  the  PniHi^lan  minhtei'  to  his  consul  at 
Galrestn)t . 

Navy  I)ei»artment,  August  19^  1863. 

Sir:  1  onclosc  herewith  four  official  dispatches  from  the  minister  of 
Prussia,  addressed  to  the  consul  of  his  Government  at  Galveston, 
which  have  boon  transmitted  to  this  Department  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  with  a  re(uiost  that  they  ho  forwarded  to  their  destination. 
You  will  please  forward  them  as  desired  when  an  opportunity  offers. 
The  Prussian  minister  desires  to  obtain,  if  possible,  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  thoir  locoipt  from  the  consul. 

Ver\'  respectful ly,  3'our  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nairy, 
Commodore  H.  II.  Bp:ll, 

Covidg.  II W  (rulf  liloehlg,  Squadro))  jn'o  tern, ^  Net r  Orleans, 


Letter  front  Cinnrnodore  BclU  U.  S,  Navy^  to  tlie  commandant^  navy 
yord^  Prnsarnla^  regarding  a  vessel  for  the  Texas  blockade, 

IJ.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

jVeia  Orleans^  August  19^  1863, 

Sir:  I  liave  to  request  you  will  give  either  the  bark  Arthur  or  brig 
Bohio  a  sufficient  crow  and  officers  from  the  vessels  V^vw^  Wi^y^  ^^^ 
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send  hor  off  the  South  West  Pass,  to  report  lier  arrival  there  to  me  by 
teli?^raph,  in  order  that  I  may  send  her  to  the  coast  of  Texas  to  take 
the  place  of  the  bark  If"  O,  Afnlcrmn^  wliose  crew  is  detained  beyond 
the  term  of  their  enlistment. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Conulg.  Wi^stern  Gulf  Bhwhilij,  Sqiuidrofi  jyro  tern. 

Commodore  Wm.  Smith, 


Letter  f  row  Voitvmodoro  Hrll^  U,  ^V.  Navy^  to  Cautain.  Got-d^horciigh^ 

[\  S,  .Yftvj/^  oomuuindliuj  hlocka^h'  off  Mohi.lf^. 

V.  S.  Steam  Si-oop  Pensacoi-a, 

Nrw  Orff'fHiH^  August  19^  1863, 

Dear  Cai»tain:  Your  report  of  the  17th  instant  has  been  received, 
and  1  am  ghul  to  h(»ar  that  an  attack  on  Ship  Island  is  not  likely  to 
o<!Cur.  It  will  be  w(»ll,  howev(M\  not  to  feel  too  secure,  but  to  keep 
on  the  alert  l)oth  in  the  sound  and  off  the  bar.  I  trust  you  will  watcn 
every  movenuMit  of  troops  from  the  fort,  and  of  jruns  also.  They  are 
hard  up  on  the  mainland  for  both.  I  would  also  suggest  that  a  close 
watch  l)e  kept  on  the  steamboats  in  the  bay,  observing  the  track  of 
their  approach  to  and  d(»parture  from  the  fort.  From  this  we  may 
find  the  location  of  their  obstructions. 

The  charts  of  th(»  l)ay  are  excellent  and  will  assist  vou  in  drawing  a 
correct  conclusion. 

Our  armies  l)eing  victorious  everywhere,  we  must  hold  ourselves 
ready  to  go  into  th(»  bay  when  th(\v  attack  the  city.  It  is  distressing 
to  hear  of  the  ])r()kenHlown  condition  of  the  gunl)oats  when  their  best 
efforts  will  probably  be  nMpiired  very  soon.  I  can  in  no  event  send 
you  more  than  the  Arhona  and  A/hf/iro.ss'  to  replace  them,  having  only 
one  other;  th(»,  former  in  aijout  ten  days  and  the  latter,  say,  about  two 
we(»ks.     They  are  the  fastc^st  in  the  fleet. 

Please  inform  the  officers  on  that  station  that  I  have  no  other  officers 
or  men  to  send  them;  thev  must  do  the  l)est  thev  can  until  recruits 
ai*e  sent  to  us. 

My  own  ship  can  man  only  six  guns  of  a  side,  instead  of  eleven,  and 
officers  are  short  in  the  same  proportion,  having  only  one  regular  line 
officer  (the  executive)  on  board,  so  you  observe  I  am  far  worse  off  than 
anv  of  th(»  fleet. 

1  have  received  notice  that  C'onnnander  Strong  is  ordered  out  "'to 
relieve  Capbiin  Knunons  in  the  Mononfjahthi,^^  This  will  make  a  little 
stir,  and  oflicers  should 'l>e  prepared  for  changes.  I  nuist  keep  the 
GeneM*:  in  the  [Mississippi]  Sound  for  a  short  time  longer,  although  I 
consider  the  rest  of  the  force  there  quite  sufllcient, 
I  am,  yours,  very  cordially, 

H.  II.   i^KLL, 

CoinmiHlorL\  Comdfj.  1I^'a</  Gitlf  lilorladhtff  SfjuadroN  pro  t*tn. 

Captain  John  R.  (joldsbokouoh, 

l\  S.  X  Colorado,  Connmtndlruj  lihu-hidc  off  2Iol}tli'  Httij, 
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Report  of  Commander  MrMany^  U.  S,  Navy^  referring  to  the  rumored 
Jittimj  of  four  steamera  as  cotton-dud  rams  at  the  mouth  of  the  Brazos 
Rive)\ 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  Galveston,,  Tex.,  AngiistW,  1863. 

Sir:  The  brig  G.  T.  Ward  sails  from  here  to-dav  for  New  Orleans, 
having  delivered  to  the  squadron  all  the  coal  callea  for  by  the  charter 
party.     She  takes  back  for  ballast  between  70  and  80  tons. 

Another  coal  vessel  is  required  here  immediately  to  supply  the  wante 
of  the  squadron. 

The  Princess  Royal  arrived  here  on  the  16th  instant  with  but  three 
dajs'  coal  on  board.  She  took  97  tons  from  the  G.  T.  Ward,  and 
sailed  yesterday  for  her  station  off  the  Rio  Grande. 

The  Cayuxja  is  short  of  coal  and  will  come  here  to  fill  up  as  soon  as 
the  Princess  Royal  relieves  her. 

Two  rebel  soldiers  (deserters)  from  Galveston  pulled  alongside  of  the 
Princess  Royal  at  daylight  on  the  17th  instant,  while  she  was  engaged 
coaling.  The  same  morning  three  contrabands  came  off  to  the  Katah- 
din^  and  yesterday  morning  seven  more  came  off  to  her  at  the  north 
end  of  the  line.  I  propose  to  send  them  on  board  the  Tennessee  for 
the  present. 

The  only  news  of  any  moment  that  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  from 
any  of  the  party  is  a  statement  made  by  the  two  soldiers,  which  is  to 
the  effect  tnat  four  steamers  are  fitting  at  the  mouth  of  the  Brazos 
River  as  cotton-clad  rams,  partly  for  the  protection  of  the  river,  but 
more  particularly  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  and  capturing  the  bark 
William  G.  Anderson.  * 

I  have  written  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Hill,  by  the  P^ncess 
Royal,  putting  him  in  possession  of  the  above  information,  and  have 
directed  him  to  cruise  well  offshore,  unless  he  has  a  good  working 
breeze  that  can  be  relied  upon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  MULLANY, 

(Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Commodore  II.  II.  Hell, 

Coimhf,   Wrsf  (ralf  Blockdy.  Squadron,  off  Ne^n  Orleans,  La. 


Ordi'r  of  Commander  Mulhiny,  U.  S.  Nairy^  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Hill,  I'.  S.  Xuvy,  conintanding  U.  S.  hark  William  G. 
Andet*son,  n'gardlng  //;/  ejpected  attack  ujxm  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  August  19,  1863. 

Sir:  Two  rebel  soldiers  (deserters)  came  off  from  Galveston  to  this 
squadron  on  the  17th  instant. 

From  them  I  learn  that  four  steamers  are  fitting  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Brazos  River  as  cotton-clad  rains,  partly  for  the  protection  of  the  river, 
but  mor(»  particularly  with  the  object  of  attacking  and  capturing  the 
bark  Will  tarn  (i.  Atuhrstm  under  your  command. 

Considerable  reliance  may  be  placed  upon  their  statement.  It  is 
therefoi'c^  important  that  you  should  keep  underway  and  cruise  well 
offshore  to  prevent  a  surprise  and  to  frustrate  their  intentions. 
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One  of  these  men  states  that  the  steamers  are  about  finished  and 
ready  for  service.  The  other  man  does  not  think  they  arc  quite  com- 
pleted yet,  but  is  certain  as  regards  their  intention  to  attack  you. 

There  are  a  large  number  of  cotton-laden  schooners  at  Velafico 
awaiting  a  chance  to  run  out,  and  they  propose  to  do  so  when  the 
steamers  go  out  to  attack  3'ou. 

Flags  01  truce  should  be  discouraged. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  MULLANY, 

CoTiimander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  S.  Hill, 
Umnrrvanding  U,  S.  Bark  W.  G.  An 


Ander807i^  off  Pass  CavaUo. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell^  U.  S,  Navy^  regarding  relative  merits  of 
pivot  and  truck  carriage^i  and  fighting  arrangements  of  U.   S.   /S'. 
Brookfy7i. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

JVeio  Orleans^  August  21^  1863. 

Sir:  Much  discussion  having  arisen  in  this  squadron  about  the  rela- 
tive merits  of  pivot  and  truck  carriages,  which  nave  probably  reached 
the  Bureau,  I  would  mention  a  circumstance  bearing  directly  upon  that 
point  which  occurred  on  board  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Srooklyn^  under  my 
command,  off  Galveston,  January  18  of  the  present  year. 

I  had  two  IX-inch  guns  on  Marsilly  carriages  in  the  stern  ports, 
which  do  not  allow  for  pointing  direct!}^  aft,  but  admit  of  pomting 
quartering.  She  lay  to  an  anchor  in  the  trough  of  the  sea,  which  was 
rough,  but  not  heavy,  and  rolled  dreadfully.  One  of  tholX-inch  guns 
referred  to  capsized  at  11  p.  m.  and  was  secured  after  considerable 
delay,  her  sight  masses  and  nrceching  shackles  in  the  brackets  cutting 
up  tne  deck  at  every  surge.  Its  fellow  on  the  other  side  nearly  fol- 
lowed the  same  role,  hut  was  timely  lashed  in  the  port.  No  gun  on  a 
truck  carriage  could  hav(»  been  worked  fore  and  art  on  that  occasion. 

I  will  proceed  with  a  few  remarks  touching  the  imperfections  of  the 
Brooklyn^ H^^Wvi^  arrangements,  which  should  be  remc^died,  now  that 
she  has  gone  north,  requiring  extensive  repairs,  viz:  Having  no  top- 
gallant forecastle,  she  can  not  fire  ri^ht  ahead.  II(»r  cables  and  chase 
guns  are  nuitually  in  the  way  when  m  shoal  water. 

She  has  no  ports  opening  directly  aft,  her  propeller  well  making  it 
necessary  to  point  them  (juaitering.  A  topgallant  forecastle  would 
remedy  the  first  and  an  extendi^  poop  deck  the  latter  defects,  as  well 
as  increase  her  accommodations. 

The  fore,  main,  and  mizzen  channels  are  cut  nearlv  square  with  the 
ports  and  greatly  obstruct  the  training  of  the  guns  forward  and  abaft 
the  beam.  The  rivet  heads  of  the  bolts  through  the  spirketings, 
inside  and  below  the  port  sills,  project  a  half  or  three-quarters  inch 
from  the  wood;  these  broom  and  tear  the  breast  pieces  of  the  carriages 
in  running  the  guns  out  against  them;  the  breast  pieces  are  all  gone 
in  consequence. 

There  are  six  coal  chutes  on  a  side,  all  under  the  gun  carriages;  the 
gun  trucks  run  over  these  and  are  badly  injured,  beiiigcut  and  broken 
by  the  iron  plates  covering  the  sjiid  coal  scuttles.     As  the  decks  wear 
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away  the  edge  of  the  iron  covers  referred  to  have  a  greater  promi- 
nence and  tear  off  lumps  of  lignum-vitte.  Some  of  the  iron  covers  are 
roughened  on  their  surfaces. 

When  coaling,  it  becomes  necessary  to  run  forward  and  aft  those 
six  guns  of  a  side  from  their  ports  to  clear  the  coal  scuttles.  I  can 
perceive  no  reason  why  the  chutes  should  not  be  between  the  guns, 
except  for  the  looks. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Coindg,  West  Gulf  blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Commander  H.  A.  Wise, 

Chiefs  Bureau  of  Ordimrwe^  Washiiigtmi^  D.  C, 


Letter  from  tlie  govomor  and  general  commander  of  Tamaulipa^^ 
Mexico^  to  Commander  Woolsei/^  U.  S.  Natyy^  regarding  arms  for 
Mexican  Govemm  en  t. 

Very  reservea.j  Matamoras,  Att^ust  21^  1863. 

Sir:  On  board  the  schooner  Ranger^  dispatched  from  Havana  and  for 
this  port  of  Matamoras  and  to  the  house  of  Messrs.  Droegc,  Oetling  *  & 
Co.,  of  this  conmicrce,  there  came  900  Enfield  rifles,  belonging  to  my 
Government,  and  are  a  small  portion  of  the  armament  bought  for  the 
service  of  the  troops  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  as  1  informed  you  the 
day  you  did  me  the  honor  of  receiving  me  on  board  of  your  steamer. 
I  place  in  your  knowledge  the  coming  of  this  armament,  as  I  promised 
you  with  a  character  of  much  secrecy,  in  order  that  on  3'our  part  the 
vessel  referred  to,  the  schooner  Ranger^  may  find  no  difficulty  in 
arriving  at  the  final  place  of  her  destination,  which  arrival  will  be 
soon,  according  to  the  advices  that  I  have  received. 

My  secretary  of  war  will  place  this  letter  in  your  hands,  and  with 
the  same  you  can  send  me  your  answer. 

I  am,  senior  comandante,  your  kind  and  obedient  servant, 

Manuel  Ruiz, 
Goi^crnor  and  General  Command^^r  of  Taumaidijyas, 

COMANDANTK   OF  THE    PrINCESS   RoYAL, 

Steamer  <f  War  of  the  United  States  of  Amtirica. 


Letter  from  Cotnmander  Woohet/^  [J.  S,  Navy^  to  the  govern oi^  and 
Commander  of  Tamanlipa^i^  Mexico^  regarding  arms  for  Mexican 
Government , 

U.  S.  S.  Prin'cess  Royal. 
Off  Boca  Del  Rio  Grande,  Au{/ust  22,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  lionor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday.  All  vessels  arriving  in  Americiin  waters  are  boarded  and 
examined.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  schooner  Rajujer^  as  soon  as  I 
have  satisfied  myself  that  she  is  the  vessel  referred  to  in  your  letter, 
I  will  direct  the  boarding  officer  to  let  her  pass  in,  as  I  have  assurances 


*  V 


Found  also  Dregge,  Ortling  &  Co. 
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of  your  Excellency  that  her  cargo  is  the  sole  pi^operty  of  the  Qovem- 
meiit  of  Mexico,  Ixitweeri  which  and  the  United  States  I  trust  there 
shall  al\va\s  be  good  faith,  pe^ico,  and  friendship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  WOOLSEY, 

Commander, 

IIis  Excellency  the  Ctoveunor  axd  General  Commander  op 
Tamai'lipas. 


Sent  August  22,  7  a.  m..  l»y  the  same  person  who  brought  the  gov- 
ernor's letter. 


Lettrr  from  Commander  Woohey^  (L  S,  Navy^  to  the  captain  of  the 
port^  Boca  fli'1  Rio  (Tran<h\  refjardfutj  (n'^ms  for  the  Mexican  Gfny- 
eminent. 

Strictly  confidential.  | 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 
({f  Boca  Dtl  Rio  Grandr,  Amjmt  22, 186S. 

Sir:  Having  rc<reivod  a.<surances  from  his  Excellency  the  governor 
that  the  cargo  of  the  schooner  Rantjer^  exjK^cted  every  moment,  is  the 
sole  property  of  the  Mexican  (lovernnient,  I  have  assured  his  Excel- 
lency in  return  that  the  boarding  officer  from  this  vessel  shall  have 
orders  to  let  her  pass.  This  order  I  will  give,  but  good  faith  toward 
the  French,  who  are  also  our  neutrals,  requires  tliat  the  aforesaid 
schooner,  or  any  other  vessels  containing  munitions  of  war,  should 
enter  through  Mexican  waters  and  inmied lately  pass  into  the  Rio 
Grande,  as  1  can  not  har)>or  in  American  waters  a  vessel  loaded  with 
munitions  of  war  to  be  used  against  a  nation  with  whom  we  are  at 
peace. 

You  will  at  onc(»  perceive  the  justice  of  this  course,  which  is  in  con- 
formity to  the  laws  of  nations  and  treaty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  olxidient  servant, 

M.  B.  WoOLSEY, 

Commander. 

The  C'APTAIN   OF   THE    PoHT, 

I  lot  u  I  del  Rio  Grande, 


Letter  from   Com  modern    BtlL  C  S,  Xary^  to  Commander  MuJlany, 
fL  iS,  y^avy^  reiiardinij  ajfaim  of  Gtrfee^ton  and  Rio  (rrande, 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola,  Afff/ust  i^'<3^  1S6S, 

Dear  Cai»tain:  I  hope  you  will  keep  me  informed  by  the  returning 
coal  vess(»ls,  as  well  as  other  channels,  of  your  necessities  in  that 
(juarter. 

I  am  gn^atly  disjippointed  al>out  scmding  you  a  n^Jief.  Captain 
(jillis  came  in  unexpectedly,  and  considerable  repairs  were  deemed 
iiece><sary  for  k(H»ping  him  out  when  once  off  (ialveston.  The  chief 
engineer  thinks  he  should  l)e  off  this  day  week.  The  Stntinnh'  will  go 
down  a  few  days  after,  and  one  of  the  other  steamers  also.  (lolds- 
Iwrough's  gunboats  off  Mobile  are  all  lame  and  have  to  come  here,  so 
the  ))alance  of  the  steamers  under  repair  nuist  go  to  him. 
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I  wish  to  get  up  the  Owdsco  and  your  steamer  as  soon  as  I  possibly 
can. 

I  don't  like  the  dispatch  which  you  forwarded  from  the  Rio  Grande. 
The  business  there  seems  to  have  been  badly  managed,  and  I  certainly 
misapprehend.  How  ridiculous  to  go  and  "consult"  a  man  if  his 
bread  and  butter  shall  not  be  taken  from  him. 

That  Sir  WiUiam  Peel  has  had  great  run  of  luck  from  first  to  last. 
When  Henry  went  down  in  the  Sdota  she  lay  on  our  side  filled  with 
contraband  of  war  and  moved  into  Mexican  waters.  Next  Princem 
Royal  gives  him  another  escape.  I  understand  the  Cauuga  lies  in 
Mexican  waters  watching  them.  I  think  if  she  were  to  follow  out  and 
capture  it  would  not  be  exactly  legal. 

1  am  sorrv  1  could  not  have  vou  there. 

No  news  is  here  except  that  the  river  is  open. 

I  send  you  a  few  papers;  all  I  have. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Cfmnnodore. 

Captain  Mullany, 

IL  S.  S.  BUnvlUe^  (iff  Galvestoii. 


Letter  from  Cmnuiodore  Bell^  IL  S.  Navy^  to  Commander  Midl<iny^ 
U,  S,  Navy^  regrett'nuj  delay  in  repairs  to  remeU, 

r.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Nein  Orleans,  Anymt  22,  1S63. 

Sir:  I  have  chartered  the  brig  Itasca  to  take  390  tons  coal  to  the 
blockading  fleet  otf  Galveston  Bar.  She  will  be  towed  down  the  river 
to-day. 

The  OHsiprt\  Si-ttiin(tl/'^  Arizot}a,  Virginia^  Albatross,  Antmm,  and 
Keuikchec  lire  here  overhauling  and  repairing.  The  two  former  and 
one  of  the  others  are  destined  for  the  coast  of  Texas,  but  when  they 
will  be  ready  1  am  afraid  to  say.  I  can  onlj^  say  they  are  expected  to 
be  ready  this  day  week:  but  having  been  once  disappointed  in  them, 
I  am  afniid  to  calculate  on  re{)()rts.  They  shall  jom  3'ou  as  soon  as 
they  are  finished.     1  am  sorry  to  detain  you,  but  it  is  unavoidable. 

I  trust  you  will  send  something  down  to  take  the  place  of  the 
PrinCiSH  Royal  until  she  can  go  to  you  for  coal.  One  vessel  will  be 
suflicient  there. 

J  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Hell, 
Cohimodort\  Comdg.  Wruf  (Tidflih)ckading  Squadro)*  pro  tetn. 

Commander  J.  K.  [M.]  Mullany, 

l\  S.  S\  liiiniville. 


RejMfTt  of  Lirutenant-Coininandtr  Duna^  U,   S,  Nary^  commanding 
r,  S.  S,  Cayuga,  regarding  the  cajtture  of  the  Hclwonrr  Wave. 

U.  S.  S.  Cayuga, 
At  Sea,  AiigHHt  22,  ISGS. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  schooner  \Vave 
this  morning  in  latitude  2iV  50';  longitude  96^  30'.     She  had  nm  the 
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blockade  at  San  Luia  Pass,  near  (xalveston,  and  was  bound  for  Vertl 
Cruz  or  a  market.  She  had  the  flag  of  the  Swiss  Confederation  flying, 
and  is  owned,  with  her  cargo,  by  J.  C.  Kuhn,  consul  of  Switzerlana, 
at  Galveston. 

The  cargo  consists  of  80  bales  of  cotton,  total  weight  41,068  pounds. 
Eight  persons  were  found  on  board,  viz,  captain,  supercargo,  cook, 
two  sailors,  and  three  passengers. 

I  will  send  her  in  charge  of  a  prize  master  to  the  prize  commissioners 
at  New  Orleans  for  adjudication. 

Very  respectfully,  3'our  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Dana, 
Lieut enant'Cormnander^  Coinmanding  U.  S.  S.  Cayuga, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  If avy^   Wa^lmigton^  D.  C. 


Letter  froin  C(mimo(iUrre  Bell,,  (L  S.  A^ary,,  to  the  Chief  Ouart^ina^ter^ 
Departmei\t  of  the  Gulf  regarding  a  loan  (f  navy  ho^oitzers. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Nnn  Orleans.  Auyit^t  S^,  1863. 

Sir:  Some  navy  howitzers  have  been  forwarded  to  me  by  the  naval 
Bureau  of  Ordnance,  upon  the  requisition  of  the  War  Dejmrtment,  for 
the  use  of  your  Department.  Anv  assistance  I  can  give  you  in  fitting 
the  same,  with  such  other  information  as  vou  mav  desire,  will  be  most 
cheerfully  rendered. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
C&mnwdore,  Comdg.  West  (lulf  B/oei'ading  Sqaadronpro  tetn. 

Colonel  HoLABiRD, 

Chief  QuarttrrnHiHtei' of  tlw  Dejyt.  of  the  Gulf  New  Orhana, 


Order  of  Commodnrr,  JielL  U.  S,  Navy,,  to  Coninuindrr  Macomh^  iL  S* 
jVary^  in  I'iew  of  reports  regarding  the  steamer  Boston  about  U>  sail 
from  Mobile  as  a  privateer. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacotji, 

Nim'>  Orlions,  August  22,  1863. 

Sir:  I  received  a  note  from  General  Stone  yesterday,  21st,  at  3 
p.  m.,  informing  me  that  three  men  were  captured  in  Mississippi 
Sound  having  passes  from  Admiral  Buchanan.  They  state  that  '^the 
steamer  Boston  is  now  nearly  ready  to  sail  from  Mobile  as  a  privateer. 
She  is  painted  lead  color,  mounts  five  guns,  has  a  double  crew  of 
56  men,  and  purposes  to  come  out  bv  a  bayou  which  is  on  this  side 
of  our  fleet ''  (at  Grant's  Pass\  *'  the  wliich  1  am  not  able  to  identify  on 
anv  of  the  maps." 

The  Boston  is  a  small  screw  tug,  and  can  mount  none  l)ut  the  light- 
est class  guns,  such  as  boat  howitzers. 

I  know  of  no  bayou  this  side  of  the  Passes  that  can  bring  out  more 
than  3  feet,  unless  they  have  been  deepening  Ba\'ou  Bat  re  fLabatreJ. 
The  Boston  drew  G  feet  when  towing  in  the  river. 
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I  observe  that  Fowl  River  may  be  used  by  the  Boston  after  a  little 
deepening,  and  the  Calhoun  or  Jackson  should  be  sent  to  lay  as  near 
the  entrance  as  she  can  get,  whilst  the  other  boat  watches  Grant's 
Pass.  Yet  this  report  may  be  a  blind  to  her  running  out  over  the  bar. 
If  she  escapes,  send  a  gunboat  in  pursuit  to  cruise  off  Mississippi 
River  and  to  telegraph  me. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

[H.  H.  Bell], 
Commodore^  Cmndg,  West  Gulf  Blockdij,  Squadron ^o  tern. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

TJ,  S,  aS.  Genesee^  Ship  Inland, 


Letter  from  Commmider  Woolsey^  U*  S.  Nat^y^  to  United  Stutes  consul^ 
Jlaiamoras^  transmitting/  correspondence  regarding  seizure  of  vessels 
at  mouth  of  Rio  Grande, 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 
Off  Rio  Grande,  Angust  22,  1863. 

Sir:  Herewith  enclosed  you  will  please  find  a  letter  which  I  have 
written  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's  vice-consul  at  the  port  of  Mata- 
moras  in  reply  to  one  which  I  received  from  him  yesterday,  dated 
14th  instant.  Will  3  ou  please  read  it  and  send  it  to  him  unless  you 
find  that  alterations  are  necessary,  and  in  that  case  send  word  to  him 
that  1  will  reply  to  his  letter. 

The  letter  which  you  sent  for  m}'^  perusal  I  have  had  copied,  but 
prefer  sending  the  original  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Webster,  or  returning 
it  to  you  in  person,  should  I  be  so  fortunate  as  to  have  that  opportunity . 
I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  ^^our  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  WOOLSEY, 

Cm  nv  lander. 
Leonard  Pierce,  ,Ir., 

U.  S.  Conmd,  Jfatam//ras. 

[KnchmxiTes.] 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Vice-Consulate, 

Matamcrras,  August  i^,  1863. 

8iu:  1  have  received  communication  that  several  British  vessels  lying 
ill  this  port  of  Matamoras  have  been  boarded  by  your  order,  and  that 
an  armed  guard  has  actually  been  placed  on  board  the  British  schooners 
Atlantic  and  Flyin(f  Scud,  both  of  Nassau,  and  now  loading  cotton 
from  this  port  for  Nassau. 

It  becomes  my  duty  solemnly  to  protest  against  this  proceeding  as 
an  illegal  and  arbitrar}^  act  committed  upon  British  property  within 
the  limits  of  a  neutral  port. 

Though  1  believe  that  you  are  fully  aware  of  the  responsibility  taken 
upon  yourself,  I  will  not  omit  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  commu- 
nication of  the  commander  of  H.  M.  S.  frigate  Phaeton^  dated  22d 
March,  18(32,  conseiiuent  upon  the  outrage  committed  against  the 
British  steamer  Lahuan,  which  is  laying  down  the  rule  to  be  observed 
in  regard  to  th(».  port  of  Matamoras. 

Allow  me  to  add  that  on  some  later  occasion  verbal  assurances  have 
l)een  given  to  her  Majc^sty's  vice-consul,  L.  Blacker,  by  Captain  Hunter, 
commanding  the  IJ,  S.  S.  MonUjomery,  that  he  did  wol  \Si\\A  SS.  ^^ 
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vessels  lay  to  the  north  of  the  channel  if  it  facilitated  the  trade  of  this 
port,  provided  they  carried  no  contraband  of  war. 

I  would  thank  you  for  communicatingr  to  me  the  motives  and  reasons 
for  which  the  above  seizures  have  been  made. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Paul  ZCm, 
//.  B,  M.  Acting  Mce- Consul, 
Captain  M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commander  of  theU*  S.  Gunhont  Princt''V<  Royttl^offthe  Rw  Grcmde, 

[Subeiiclosure.] 

H.  M.  Ship  Phaeton, 
Off  Rio  Grande,  March  22,  1862. 

Sib:  I  consider  It  important  for  neutral  commerce  to  inform  you 
that  the  French  commander  and  myself  have  laid  it  down  as  founded 
on  treaty  and  the  law  of  nations — 

That  the  waters  south  of  the  mid-channel  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  3 
leagues  east  of  the  Mexican  coast  are  Mexican  wdters,  and  not  only  are 
neutrals  safe  from  visit  and  molestation,  but  that  Texan  vessels  within 
these  waters  are  not  liable  to  capture;  the  internal  waters  of  the  Rio 
Grande  are  not  under  blockade. 

The  blockade  terminates  with  the  mid-channel  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Tatham, 

Captain, 
Mr.  Louis  Blacker, 

IL  B.  Majesty^ a  Constd,  Matamoras, 


U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 
Off  Boca  del  Rio  Grand<\  Augwt  22,  1863, 

Sir:  Upon  my  arrival  from  sea  yesterday  I  i-eceived  your  communi- 
cation of  the  14th  ini^tant,  enclosing  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  cap- 
tain of  H.  B.  M.  ship  Phaeton, 

The  decisions  obtained  in  the  understanding  between  the  captain  of 
the  Phaeton  and  the  French  commander  are  perfectly  in  accordance 
with  the  treaty,  the  law  of  nations,  and  my  instructions. 

I  can  not  go  into  Mexican  waters  to  seize  a  vessel,  even  though  she 
be  wearing  Texan  or  Confederate  colors,  or  though  she  be  an  American 
vessel  trading  with  the  rebels. 

You  state  having  received  communications  that  several  vessels  lying 
m  the  port  of  Matamoras  have  been  boarded  b}'  my  order,  and  that  '^  an 
armed  ^uard  has  actually  been  placed  on  board  the  British  schooners 
Atlantic  and  Flying  Scud,  both  of  Nassau." 

Permit  me  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  the  source  of  your  comnumication 
was  entirely  wrong,  for  I  have  not  interfered  with  nor  approached  any 
vessels  lying  in  the  port  of  Matamoras. 

The  brig  Atlantic  and  the  schooner  Plying  Scmd  were  lying  in 
American  waters,  being  off  the  coast  of  Texas,  and  to  the  northward 
of  the  entrance  of  the  Kio  Grande,  and  so  far  north  of  it  that  there 
was  no  chance  for  a  doubt.  I  did  not  board  these  vessels  until  I  had 
obtained  evidence  that  they  were  then,  or  had  been  during  the  present 
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voyage,  engaged  in  contraband  trade  with  the  State  of  Texas,  now  in 
rebellion  against  the  United  States. 

I  then  boarded  them,  not  knowing  their  nationality;  that  was  ascer- 
tained after  boarding.  They  were  treated  precisel}'^  as  American 
vessels  or  those  of  any  other  nationality  would  have  been  treated, 
excepting  that  with  American  v  essels  1  should  have  been  more  rigid, 
and  would  not  have  extended  to  them  the  courtesy  of  waiting  three 
days  for  their  papers  and  for  any  evidence  in  their  favor  which  they 
might  wish  to  procure  and  forward  with  their  indictment.  The  evi- 
dence which  I  procured  against  these  vessels  was  so  conclusive  that  I 
seized  them  and  sent  them  to  New  Orleans  for  adjudication. 

I  allowed  the  captain  of  the  Atlantic  (who  is  the  principal  witness 
against  that  vessel)  three  days  to  send  to  Matamoras  io  get  his  papers, 
and  further  offered  him  every  facility  in  my  power  to  facilitate  him 
in  procuring  evidence  to  clear  his  vessel. 

No  exertion  was  made  by  him  that  1  know  of  to  take  advantage  of 
the  time  extended  to  him. 

I  sent  word  to  the  master  of  the  Flylmj  Scud  also  that  his  vessel 
was  seized  and  that  if  he  did  not  plead  guilty  to  the  charges  against 
the  vessel  he  would  come  off  and  bring  his  papers  and  do  what  he  could 
to  clear  his  vessel.  He  sent  word  to  me  that  ne  did  not  intend  to  come 
on  board. 

Notwithstanding,  1  kept  the  vessel  waiting  two  days  for  any  papers 
which  might  be  received. 

Had  your  protest  arrived  in  time,  I  would  have  made  it  my  duty  to 
forwarci  it  to  the  authorities  at  New  Orleans  with  my  statement.  I 
will  forward  it  by  the  first  oppo^tunit\^ 

I  am  fully  aware,  sir,  as  you  believe,  of  the  responsibility  taken 
upon  myself,  but  I  have,  as  you  will  find  upon  unbiiised  investigation, 
but  done  my  duty  in  American  territory,  as  the  only  authorized  united 
States  police  in  existence  at  that  time  and  in  this  place. 

In  your  next  private  conversation  with  the  commander  of  a  British 
vessel  of  war,  ask  him  to  tell  you  wmdidly  if  I  have  pursued  any  other 
than  the  course  he  would  have  pursued  under  precisely  the  same  cir- 
cumstances, tirst  giving  him  a  truthful  statement  of  the  trade  those 
two  vessels  were  actually  engaged  in. 

I  was  not  aware  of  the  assurances  given  by  Commander  Hunter  until 
I  saw  them  quoted  in  your  letter.  Nevertheless,  there  is  no  reason 
why  I  should  not  obscMve  and  act  upon  the  same,  as  1  am  not  ordered 
to  blockade  the  coast  but  to  "'exercise  in  American  waters  the  bellig- 
erent right  of  visitation  and  search,"  and  to  seize  and  send  in  for 
adjudication  all  vessels  engaged  in  trade  with  the  rebels.  This  duty 
I  must  peiforru  without  regard  to  nationalit}^  conforming  strictly  to 
the  laws  of  nations  and  respecting  all  foreign  flags  alike. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  afford  to  British  vessels,  and  vessels  of  all  other 
nationalities,  all  the  protection  and  courtesy  in  my  power,  provided 
always  that  they  contain  no  contraband  of  war  either  for  Mexico  or 
Texas,  and  that  they  do  not  engage  in  direct  trade  in  any  way  with 
Texas  or  with  I  he  States  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States. 

I  will  send  to  vou  throutrh  the  United  States  consul  a  statement  of 
the  '*  motives  and  reasons  for  which  the  seizures  have  been  mad(\" 

No  one  wishes  more  heartily  for  the  presence  of  a  British  man-of- 
war  at  this  place  than  1  do.  It  would  relieve  me  of  a  load  of  respon- 
sibility, prevent  misunderstanding,  and  also  prevent  the  shameful 
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abuse  of  the  British  flag  by  vessels  of  different  nationalities  engaged 
in  an  illicit  trade  with  States  now  in  rebellion  with  the  United  bt^s 
of  America. 

Allow  me  to  .say  in  conclusion  that  1  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  any 
communication  from  you  and  to  forward  any  papers  you  may  wish  to 
send  in  vindication  of  the  vessels  seized  by  me  on  the  coast  of  Texas. 
1  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  WOOLSEY, 

Com/mander, 
Paul  ZCm, 

IL  B,  M.  Acting  Vice-Con^id^  Matainoras, 


Ahstract  log  of  the  TJ.   S,   S.  Genesee^  Commander  W,  H.  Macomb^ 

U,  jS,  Navy^  commanding, 

AuguHt23^  1863. — At  C:40  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  steamed  to 
the  eastward.  At  9:15  a.  m.  went  ashore  off  Horn  Island  in  10  feet 
water;  ran  up  into  9  feet  and  stopped.  From  12  to  4  p.  m. :  Aground  off 
Horn  Island.  The  Estrdla  came  from  New  Orleans  with  a  mail  and 
endeavored  to  get  us  off,  in  vain.  At  9  p.  m.  backed  our  engines  and 
hove  on  the  hawser,  when  she  came  off. 

August  ^4,. — At  6  a.  m.  got  underway  in  company  with  the  Jackson 
and  proceeded  down  the  sound.  At  10  a.  m.  anchored  3i  miles  from 
Grant's  Pass.  Succeeded  in  driving  in  rebel  transport  from  the  bat- 
teries. The  batteries  returned  the  fire.  Ends  firing  [the  watch].  The 
Jackson^  in  company  with  us,  firing  on  rebel  batteries  with  rifle  gun. 
At  12:45  p.  m.  ceased  firing.  Saw  a  steamer  outside  the  island,  which 
made  signals.  At  2:15  p.  m.  the  Parrotts  at  quarters;  fired  at  a  rebel 
steamer  inside  the  pass;  drove  her  off,  then  fired  at  the  batteries  on 
the  island.  The  Jacknon  sent  on  board  refugees  which  they  picked  up 
in  a  boat.  At  3:20  the  after  pivot's  crew  at  quarters  and  fired  1  20- 
second  shell  at  salt  works,  having  fired  in  all  20  percussion  shell.  At 
3: 50  got  underway  and  started  for  our  former  station. 

Septenthcr  3, — From  12  to  4  p.  m.:  Sent  4  men  on  board  the  U.  S. 
schooner  Sally  Ann  to  prepare  for  an  expedition.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.: 
Mr.  Spencer,  with  9  men,  armed  and  equipped,  went  on  board  the 
schooner  Sarah  Jane  (formerly  Sally  Ann)  to  go  on  an  expedition. 

S(j)temher  ^. — Sent  the  schooner  Sam  Jlomston  in  search  of  the 
schooner  Sally  Ann, 

September  5, — At  10:30  a.  ni.  the  Sam  Houston  returned,  also  the 
Salty  Ann ,^  having  taken  a  sloop  and  9  prisoners.  At  11  took  the 
prisoners  on  board.  Lieutenant  Spencer,  pilot,  and  men  returned. 
At  2  p.  m.  the  Calhoun  anchored.  Received  from  her  13  deserters 
from  the  rebel  steamer  Sdrna. 

September  6'. — At  9  p.  m.  sent  the  deserters  on  board  the  Circassia7i. 


Report  of  Captain  Goldsborough,,  ZL  S,  JVavy,  7'equestlng  confirmation 
of  promotions  in  tlie  case  of  certain  volnnteer  officers, 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile,  August  ^^,  1863. 

Commodore:  The  great  scarcity  of  oflScers  in  this  fleet,  and  partic- 
ularly on  board  the  gunboats,  has  compelled  me  to  make  the  following 
appointm(^nX»\ 
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Acting  Master's  Mate  John  S.  Russ,  of  the  Colorado^  to  acting 
ensign,  on  board  the  Aroostook;  appointment  dated  the  19th  instant. 

Acting  Master's  Mate  W.  A.  Purdie,  of  the  Lackaxoanna^  to  acting 
ensign,  on  board  the  Kanawha;  date  of  20th  instant. 

John  Cannon,  seaman,  of  the  Colorado^  to  acting  master's  mate,  on 
board  the  Lackawanna;  date  of  21st  instant. 

Edmund  Aiken,  seaman,  of  the  Aroostook^  to  acting  master's  mate, 
on  lK)ard  the  Eugenie;  date  of  21st  instant. 

These  are  all  acting  appointments  on  temporary  service,  subject  to 
your  approval. 

The  aoove-mentioned  oflScers  comply  with  the  regulations  of  the 
Department,  have  been  long  in  service,  and  I  hope  j'ou  will  confirm 
them  in  their  present  position. 

I  consider  it  ver}^  important,  commodore,  that  the  Pinola  should  go 
to  New  Orleans  for  repairs  without  much  further  delay. 

Her  machiner}'  is  in  a  very  crippled  condition,  and  1  hope  you  will 
be  able  to  send  a  vessel  to  supply  ner  place. 

I  have  nothing  new  to  communicate;  everything  is  quiet;  but  now, 
that  blockade  runners  are  headed  off  at  Charleston,  I  anticipate  a  lively 
time  after  this  moon  is  over. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

C  'aptain  and  Senio7'  Officei*  off  MMle. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Beix, 

Com  n f an dhi (j  ^Ve»t  (r  ulf  Sq uadron . 

P.  S. — Your  communication  of  the  22d,  relative  to  the  privateer 
BoHton^  has  been  received. 

We  will  keep  a  bright  lookout  and  endeavor  to  prevent  her  escaping. 

A  copy  of  your  communication  has  been  sent  to  Commander 
Macomb. 

liepnt't   of   Cdptnin   EnimanH^    U,  S,  Navy^  cmnmnnding    U.   !^,   S, 
Brooklyn^  of  arrival  at  the  Weiv  York  navy  yard, 

U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn, 
Navy  Yard,,  Brooklyn,,  Angud  25^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  from  the 
West  (julf  Squadron,  having  left  New  Orleans  on  the  13th,  South 
West  Past  on  the  14th,  Port  Royal  on  the  21st,  and  Charleston  on  the 
i!:i(l  of  August. 

I  touched  at  the  latter  places  with  a  view  of  offering  my  assistance 
and  that  of  the  ship  in  the  attack  on  Charleston;  and  Admiral  Dahlgren 
would  hav^e  gratified  me  had  (reneral  Gillmore  been  prepared  to 
cooperate  in  another  assault  upon  Fort  Wagner,  without  wnich  cooper- 
ation the  result  would  not  perhaps  justify  the  risking  of  a  valuable 
ship. 

'I  ho  ironclads  were  busy,  and  between  them  and  the  army  siege  guns 
Fort  Sumter  was  fast  crumbling  away  and  Fort  Wagner  only  replying 
occassional!  V. 

I  am,  ver}'  re.sp(Ht fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  F.  Emmons, 

Ca]}taln, 
Hon.  Gideon  Wf.lles, 

Six'rttary  of  the  Nary,  WuHhington^D.  C\ 
N  w  R — vol.  2() 31 
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Order  of  the  President  regarding  the  paamge  of  sujyolies  for  military 

necessitiea  in  aim  out  of  the  port  of  ifeio  Orleans, 

« 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington^  August  25^  1868. 
Ordered: 

Ist.  That  clearances  issued  by  the  Treasury  Department  for  vessels 
or  merchandise  bound  for  the  port  of  New  Orleans  for  the  military 
necessities  of  the  department,  certified  by  Brigadier-General  [George 
F.]  Shepley,  the  mintary  governor  of  Louisiana,  shall  be  allowed  to 
enter  said  port. 

2d.  That  vessels  and  domestic  produce  from  New  Orleans  permitted 
by  the  military  governor  of  Louisiana  at  New  Orleans  for  the  military 
purpose  of  his  department  shall,  on  his  permit,  be  allowed  to  pass 
from  said  port  to  its  destination  to  any  port  not  blockaded  by  the 
United  States. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
A  true  copy. 

Chas.  C.  G.  Thornton, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hill^  U.  S.  Navy.,  commanding 
77.  S.  hark  William,  O.  Anderson^  regarding  the  capture  of  the 
schooner  Ma/ik  Cornfield^  from  Galveston. 

U.  S.  Bark  William  G.  Anderson, 

Off  Rio  Gramde,  Tex.,  Augusts,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  pseudo-Swiss 
schooner  Ma^k  Ca7\field^  from  Galveston,  Tex.,  with  a  cargo  of 
cotton,  by  the  ship  under  my  command,  under  the  following  circum- 
stances: 

This  afternoon,  while  laying  at  anchor  in  United  States  waters,  I 
dispatched  an  armed  boat  to  board  a  schooner  standing  in  toward  this 
anaiorage.  Upon  gaining  her  deck,  the  officer  in  charge  of  my  boat 
at  once  took  a  careful  bearing  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  found  it 
to  bear  west  by  south  by  compass,  or  west  2^  16'  south,  true,  distant 
about  4i  miles.  As  she  was  m  United  States  waters  and  the  master 
of  the  schooner  acknowledged  he  was  from  a  blockaded  rebel  poi*t, 
my  officer  at  once  took  possession  of  her  as  a  lawful  prize,  and  I  send 
her  to  New  Orleans  for  competent  adjudication. 

The  schooner  had  a  Swiss  flag,  a  clearance,  manifest,  bill  of  health, 
and  shipping  articles  from  the  rebel  authorities  at  the  Galveston 
custom-house;  also  a  bill  of  sale  from  one  L.  A.  Bliun,  of  Galveston, 
to  J.  C.  Kuhn,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  but  she  had  no  register  of 
any  kind. 

The  cargo,  as  per  manifest,  is  138  bales  of  cotton. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frederic  S.  Hill, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  U.  S.  Navy* 
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P.  S. — I  have  omitted  to  state  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal  was 
in  sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 


Order  of  Cmnma/nder  Mullany^  U.  S,  Navy^  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutentant  HiU^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  state  the  reason  for  a  cha/nge  of 
station. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  Galveston^  Tex.^  August  ^5, 186S. 

Sir:  I  have  learned  with  much  surprise,  through  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Dana,  commanding  U.  S.  gunboat  Cayuaa^  that  he  left  the 
bark  William  G.  Anderson^  under  your  command,  lying  at  anchor  off 
the  Rio  Grande. 

You  will  please  inform  me  why  you  left  your  station,  and  will  return 
to  it  without  delay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  MULLANY, 

Comnuwder  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  S.  Hill, 

CoTnmdg,  V.  S.  Bark  WiUiam  G.  Anderson^  off  Rio  Gra/nde, 


Rep&rt  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutena/nt  HUl^  U.  S.  Naary^  com^mamding 
U.  S.  hark  Williain  G.  Anderson^  stating  tJie  reasons  for  leaving  his 
station. 

U.  S.  Bark  W.  G.  Anderson, 
Off  Rio  Grande,  Tex.,  August  26,  1863. 

Sir:  Yours  of  August  25,  asking  my  reasons  for  leaving  my  station, 
is  at  hand. 

I  forwarded  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Dana  a  letter  to  you,  stating 
my  reasons,  which  were  as  follows:  Finding  my  men  exhibiting  evi- 
dences of  scurvy,  I  ran  down  (80  miles)  from  Corpus  Christi  one  night 
to  this  place  to  obtain  some  limes  and  other  antiscorbutics,  purpos- 
ing an  immediate  return  the  same  day,  but  finding  Captain  Dana  was 
about  to  leave  this  place  unguarded,  from  his  being  out  of  coal,  I 
decided  after  consulting  Captain  Dana  to  remain  a  day  or  two,  or 
until  some  other  United  States  vessel  came  down  here.  After  the 
accident  to  the  I^'incess  Royal  I  was  detained  by  the  orders  of  Com- 
mander M.  B.  Woolsey. 

Nothing  has  been  further  from  my  thoughts  than  any  intention  to 
disobey  my  orders. 

I  shall  be  compelled  to  visit  Galveston  in  a  very  few  days  for 
supplies. 

Very  respectf  uU}-,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frederic  S.  Hill, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Commanding. 

Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Senior  Officer  Present  off*  Galveston,  Tex. 
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Order  of  Com7nodo7*e  Bdl^    JJ.  S.  Navy^  to  Lieutenaiit- Commander 

Cooke^  f ".  S,  Navy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleam^  Aiigmt  ^ff,  1863. 

Sib:  You  will  proceed  into  the  river,  Mississippi,  off  New  Orieans, 
in  the  steamer  under  j^our  command  and  report  your  arrival  there  to 
the  senior  officer  present. 

1  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Cmnmodore^  Comd<j,  West  Gulf  Blockading  Sqiuidronpro  tern. 

Captain  A.  P.  Cooke, 

IJ.  S.  S.  EstrelU. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell.,  ZJ.  S.  Na/vy.^  to  Acting  Master  Oreen.,  U.  S. 
Navy.,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Commodore^  to  proceed  to  Lake  Pimt- 
chartrain  for  the  restriction  of  blockade  rwmers. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Ne2v  Orleans.,  August  ^6*,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Commodore  into  Lake  Pont- 
chartrain,  via  Ship  Island,  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  up  the  block- 
ade runners  in*  the  form  of  boats  of  6  tons  and  upwards,  which  run 
to  and  fro  between  New  Orleans,  the  bayous,  and  adjacent  coasts. 

Allow  nothing  to  pass  to  or  from  the  insurrectionary  districts  unless 
they  have  the  pass  of  the  senior  officer  in  command  of  the  naval  forces 
here. 

Pursue  them  into  the  rivers  and  bayous  whenever  you  hear  of  them, 
but  I  wish  you  to  be  on  your  guard  against  ambuscades  in  the  rivers, 
which  they  often  establish  in  the  tops  of  trees,  commanding  your 
decks.  The  U.  S.  schooner  Corypheus.,  commanded  by  Acting  Master 
Grove,  is  employed  on  the  same  service,  and  you  may  require  his 
cooperation  wnensoever  it  may  be  desiiable. 

Keep  me  informed  of  your  proceedings  by  official  reports,  and  you 
will  be  careful  to  keep  a  record  of  all  the  captures  you  may  make, 
noting  their  place,  circumstances,  cargoes,  tonnage,  and  names  of 
vessels. 

I  am,  verv  respectfullv, 

[H.  H.  Bell], 
Commodirre^  Comdg.  West  G id f  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Acting  Master  Francis  M.  Green, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Co?nmodore. 


Ordei"  of  the  Secretaru  (f  the  Navy  to  the  conunandant  navy  yard., 
Philadelphia.,  regarding  the  f"  S.  S.  Arkansas. 

Navy  Department,  August  26.,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Massachusetts  can  resume  her  trips  to  the  South  Atlantic 
Squadron  and  be  prepared  to  sail  on  Saturday  next. 
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Get  the  ArJcansas  ready  for  sea,  with  repairs  only,  and  she  will  l>e 
sent  to  the  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  as  a  dispatch  and 
supply  steamer,  and  to  remain  out  there. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  Navy. 
Commodore  C.  K.  Stribling, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard^  Phihd^lphla, 


Order  ofths  Sexyretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  commxindant  navy  yard^  New 
York^  regarding  repairs  to  the  U.  S.  S,  Richmona. 

Navy  Department,  August  26^  186S. 

Sir:  As  the  U.  S.  S.  Brooldyn  will  stop  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  you 
will  have  the  repairs  on  the  U.  S.  S.  RicKmond  completed. 
Respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na/oy. 
Rear- Admiral  Hiram  Paulding^ 

Commandant  Na/val  Station^  Neio  York. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell^^  U.  S.  Navy^  su/ggesting  the  sending  of  the 

U,  S,  S.  Sciota  to  St.  IjOuis  for  repairs, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans^  August  26^  1863. 

Sir:  The  gunboat  Sciota^  which  was  sunk  in  the  river  some  weeks 
ago  and  raised  again,  is  lying  here,  her  machinery  being  overhauled. 
I  have  no  instructions  about  repairing  her  hull,  but  understand  that 
the  surv^ey  thereon,  and  the  estimate  for  repairing  her,  amounting  to 
$10,000,  were  sent  to  Washington.  I  beg  to  repeat  a  suggestion  already 
made  for  sending  her  to  St.  Louis  for  repairs  in  October  or  Novem- 
ber, when  there  will  be  water  enough  in  the  river  to  take  her  up. 

She  can  be  planked  up  suflBeiently  for  river  navigation  and  oe  run 
up  by  her  own  engines.  If  she  be  repaired  here  tne  work  must  be 
done  b\^  listing  her  several  feet  when  she  is  not  likely  to  hold  her 
form.  She  should  be  on  w^ays  or  on  a  dock  where  her  form  could  be 
maintained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Cmniuodore^  Cmiuhj,  Tl6.v/  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Stcrftanj  of  the  Navy^   Washington^  IJ,  C 

[Endorsement.] 

Commodore  Bell  has  been  requested  to  send  this  vessel  to  St.  Louis 
and  communicate  with  Commodore  Hull  that  he  may  have  the  repairs 
made. 

J.  L. 

September  4,  1803. 
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Capture  of  the  schooner  America^  August  27^  1863. 
Beport  of  Bear-Admiral  Farragnt,  H.  8.  Havy. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Off  Peiisacola^  March  16 ^  1864, 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a  letter  (marked  No.  1)  from  a  number  of  the  crew 
of  the  U.  S.  bark  W.  G.  Anderson^  which  will  explain  itself  tolerably 
well. 

I  sent  for  the  log  book  of  that  vCvSsel,  and  discovered  that  the  state- 
ment of  the  men  was  true  in  so  many  particular  that  I  am  induced  to 
believe,  the  rest. 

The  capture  of  the  schooner  America  on  the  27th  of  August,  1863, 
is  noted.  The  capsizing  of  the  vessel  and  the  picking  up  of  14  bales 
of  cotton  on  the  followmg  da}'^  are  also  noted;  and  that  the  vessel  was 
kept  alongside  two  days  longer,  and  efforts  made  to  get  her  upright, 
but  nothing  more. 

I  sent  for  Acting  Master  J.  F.  Winchester,  who  at  the  time  was 
executive  officer  of  tne  ir.  G,  And^'soii^  and  asked  him  why  the  taking 
of  the  cotton  from  the  schooner  (which  he  admitted  had  been  done) 
was  not  noted  in  the  log  book?  He  stated  that  it  had  been  put  upon 
the  log  slate,  but  was  erased  by  the  captain.  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant F.  S.  Hill,  who  said  he  would  do  it  properly,  which,  however, 
he  never  did. 

Acting  Master  Winchester  further  informs  me  that  the  cotton  was 
shipped  on  the  25th  of  September,  1863,  to  Blake  &  Brothers,  of 
Boston,  on  board  the  bark  iSol  Wildei\  at  the  South  West  Pass  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  but  that  the  Wilder  actual!}-  put  into  New  York 
and  the  cotton  was  there  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  parties;  that  Act- 
ing Assistant  Paymaster  L.  L.  Scovel,  who  had  been  attached  to  the 
Anderson^  but  went  North  subsequently  with  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant Hill,  had  forwarded  to  the  officers  and  crew  checks  for  their 
share  of  the  proceeds. 

Mr.  Winchester  further  states  that  tlie  captain  and  crew  of  the 
America^  together  with  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Mack  Canfiehl  (another 
prize),  were  ordered  some  ten  days  after  the  capture  to  be  landed  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  but  finding  his  boat  too  small  to  cross 
the  bar,  he  (Winchester)  put  them  on  board  a  brig,  from  which  they 
were  sent  on  shore.  No  mention  of  this,  however,  is  made  in  the  log 
lK)ok  of  the  Anderwn, 

It  therefore  becomes  m}' duty  to  report  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 

F.  S.  Hill  for  fraudulent  concluct,  in  having  sent  the  proceeds  of  a 

lawful  prize  to  Boston  to  be  sold  for  the  private  benefat  of  himself, 

officers,  and  crew,  instead  of  sending  it  to  New  Orleans  for  adjudication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 
Rear- Admiral,,  Comdg,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  (f  the  Navy^  Washingt&n, 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Bark  William  G.  Anderson,  August  ^,  1863. 

(Captured  schooner  Afnerica  trying  to  run  the  blockade  loaded  with 
cotton.  Put  a  prize  crew  on  l)oard  and  took  her  in  tow  until  morning. 
That  night  at  12  o'clock,  she  capsized.  She  came  out  of  Corpus 
Christi,  Tex.,  with  51  bales  of  cotton  on  board.     That  night  we  lay  to 
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for  her,  and  in  the  morning  we  could  see  cotton  floating  up  to  wind- 
ward of  U3.  We  lowered  the  boats  and  picked  it  up;  it  proved  to  be 
the  deck  load  of  the  Ainerica.  That  afternoon  we  uiade  out  the 
schooner,  bottom  up.  We  beat  up  to  her  and  that  night  we  made  fast  to 
her  and  lay  by  her  until  morning.  In  the  morning  we  got  tackle  on 
the  lower  yard  arms  and  tried  to  right  her,  but  with  no  effect,  and  by 
HO  doing  we  sprung  our  fore  yard.  We  then  got  tackle  fiom  our  top- 
mast head  to  her,  which  proved  effectual.  vVe  then  cut  her  decks 
open  and  took  all  the  cotton  that  we  could  out  of  her.  We  saved  in  ■ 
all  from  the  wreck  i3i  bales.  Some  of  the  bales  were  so  wet  that  we 
had  to  cut  them  adrift  and  dry  the  cotton  on  deck.     After  drying  it 

we  put  it  in  bags.  Came  to  tne  South  West  Pass,  Mississippi  River, 
and  on  the  25tn  September,  18*53,  we  put  on  board  of  the  Dark  Sol 

WihJer,  bound  to  Boston,  ■10  bale.>i  and  13  bags  of  the  cotton  we  cap- 
tured fram  the  schooner  Anufrlfa.  and  sent  it  to  the  above-named 
place,  consigned  to  Blake  Brothers  &  Company,  brokers.  State  street, 
Boston,  Mass. 

J.  Frascis  Beck,  Yeoman, 
[And  U  others.] 


Awjunt  37,  }8t)3. — Cruising  off  the  coast  of  Texas.  At  7:30  a.  m. 
made  a  sail  bearing  N.  E. ;  made  for  it.  At  9:15  quarters  for  inspec- 
tion. At  11  a.  m.  set  the  starboard  fore-topmast  studding  sail,  fore 
and  main  topgallant  studding  sail.  Set  topmast  studding  sail  under 
the  flying  jib  boom  as  a  water  sail.  Ran  in  our  port  battery  and  put 
in  our  port  bucklers.  At  3  [>.  m.  fired  a  shell  from  pivot  gun  across 
schooner's  bow.  Backed  main  yard;  sent  a  boat  aboard.  Proved  to 
be  the  schooner  America,  from  Caney  Creek  to  Matamoras;  had  no 
papers.  Took  captain  and  crew  on  board  and  put  Mr.  Albert  P. 
Sampson  in  charge,  with  -k  men — Robert  H.  Carey.  Johnson,  Pietro, 
and  Jackson — filled  away,  and  stood  to  eastward.  At  5: 30  p.  m.  saw  a 
sail  to  N.  E.  Sent  Mr.  Carey  and  3  men  on  board  shooner  Am^icu. 
Set  all  sail  by  the  wind.  At  7  o'clock  overhauled  strange  sail;  threw 
a  shell  across  her  bow;  boarded  her.  8he  proved  to  be  the  schooner 
Glena,  from  Galveston,  bound  to  the  Rio  Grande.  From  8  to  mid- 
night in  royals,  staysails,  flying  jib,  America  in  tow. 

Auffunt  ^5.^From  midnight  to  4  a.  m.  The  schooner  gave  a  broad 
sheer  and  went  over,  at  the  same  time  parted  hawser.  Lowered  boats 
and  took  off  the  crew  all  safe.  At  1  o'clock  came  to  with  fore  and 
main  topsails,  reef  tackles  hauled  out,  and  jib  and  spanker.  At  5  a.  m. 
wore  ship  to  E.  S.  E.  At  7  fell  in  with  several  bales  of  cotton;  hove 
main  yara  aback  and  lowered  boats  to  go  after  and  pick  up  cotton. 
8  to  meridian:  Picked  up  14  bales  of  cotton  from  wreck  of  prize 
schooner  Anterica.  Wore  ship  as  occasion  required;  set  topgallant 
sails.  At  5 :  20  p.  m.  tacked  ship  to  the  eastward.  At  7  o'clock  got  a 
hawser  passed  to  the  wreck,  and  hove  to  under  topsails,  with  reef 
tackles  hauled  out,  and  spanker. 

Angvat  2S.— At  5  a.  ni,  had  a  heavy  ."^quall  from  the  north,  with 
rain.  Furled  all  sail.  At  7  hauled  the  wreck  alongside.  8  to  merid- 
ian: All  hands  employed  to  right  the  wreck;  did  not  succeed.  At  11 
cast  off  from  alongside,  but  held  to  her  by  bow  hawser.  At  5: 30  p.  m. 
cast  off  from  the  wreck. 


"imf  m^  hwciiTsmG  t^txrH^iff' 


U.  S.  Bauk  \V.  Cf.  Anderson, 

OfHio  a-rauJ'',  August  30,  1863.^ 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  capture  of  the  schooDi 
America,  with  a  cargo  of  55  bales  of  cotton,  by  this  ship  under  m^ 
command,  on  the  2TtL  instant,  about  50  miles  to  the  northward  of  tbi 
port.  The  Ainerica  was  from  Caney  Ci'eek,  Texas,  as  is  acknowledgi 
by  her  captain  and  crew,  and  was  bound  for  the  Kio  Grande. 

I  regret  to  state  that  aft«r  the  capture  I  took  the  schooner  in  tow, 
SlB  Bhe  was  very  slow,  and  at  midnight  on  the  ^Tth  instant  the  man  who 
was  atcering  her  allowed  her  to  come  up  suddenly  into  the  wind,  when, 
the  towline  catching  under  the  bowsprit,  she  at  once  capsized  and 
turned  bottom  up.  I  hove  to,  lowered  boats,  and  saved  all  the  prize 
crew,  the  wreck  speedily  drifting  out  of  sight  in  the  darkness.  All 
night  the  breeze  was  fresh,  and  in  the  morning  the  wreck  was  not  to 
be  Been.  Sevei'al  hales  of  cotton  were  discovered  during  the  morning 
watc'h  and  secured,  and  by  night  the  wreck  was  sightcdT  That  night 
I  remained  by  her,  and  the  next  day  made  several  unsuccessful  attempts 
to  right  her,  but  failing,  I  cut  her  open  and  saved  with  great  difficulty 
a  portion  of  the  cotton  in  a  very  wet  and  damaged  state. 

As  my  men  worked  up  to  their  necks  in  water  to  save  this  portion 
of  the  cargo,  I  propose  to  allow  them  the  benefit  of  it  as  "drift  cot- 
ton," which  they  have  saved.     Trusting  this  may  meet  your  appro%-alj  1 
I  am, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Feedehic  ti.  Hill, 
I  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Vi/mmandivj.  . 


Acllii 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secrvfarij  of  the  Navi 
Attested  copy. 


Wttshington,  I).  C. 

Sam.  (.'.  Perkins,  Judi/f-Advoaili. 


EitracU  from  ooort-marCiBl  reooid. 

Rtcordofthe  prvcetding*  of  a  naval  yencral  cour(-iitartiiil,  ronitncd  al  llu  navy  yard'ti 
miadelpliia  on  Titaday,  Ihf  7th  day  of  Juru,  A.  U.  1864,  /or  the  trial  of  AeHngVobr^ 
trcr  Lieutenant  Frederic  S.  Hill. 

Cuarok:  Scandalous cojidxict tending totlie ilestructionofgoodmoralt. 
Specification:  In  this,  that  on  or  about  the  first  day  of  September, 
in  the  year  1863,  the  said  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frederic  S. 
Hill,  being  then  in  command  of  U.  S.  bark  W.  G.  Anderson,  one  of 
the  vessels  of  the  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  and  having  cap^ 
tured  a  vessel,  the  schooner  America^  off  the  coast  of  Texas,  took  f  ] 
the  said  captured  vessel  about  40  bales  of  cotton,  and  on  or  about 
25th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  18()3,  shipped  the  said  cotton  __ 
Boston,  consigned  to  a  mercantile  firm  in  that  city  for  sale,  and  subse- 
quently, without  authority  of  law,  caused  the  proceeds  of  the  said 
cotton  to  be  paid  to  himself  and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  bark 
ir.  G.  AntltTuwi,  for  their  individual  benefit,  and  failed  to  report  to 
the  commanding  officer  or  to  the  Navy  Department  the  facts  of  tb^. 
taking  and  sale  of  said  cotton  and  dintriiiution  of  the  proceeds  tlierecrfi"* 


ronjn^l 
n  ttf^l 
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and  further  to  conceal  his  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  said  cotton, 
prevented  the  fact  of  the  taking  of  the  said  40  bales  of  cotton,  and 
other  facts  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  schooner  America^  from 
being  duly  entered  on  the  log  book  of  the  bark  W.  G.  Anderson, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  May  31^  1864- 


Finding, — ^That  the  specification  is  proved,  except  that  portion  of  it 
which  charges  the  accused.  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frederic  S. 
Hill,  in  the  following  words,  to  wit:  "And  further  to  conceal  his  pro- 
ceedings in  relation  to  the  said  cotton,  prevented  the  fact  of  the  tasing 
of  the  said  40  bales  of  cotton  and  other  facts  in  relation  to  the  capture 
of  the  schooner  America  from  being  duly  entered  on  the  log  book  of 
the  barkTF]  G.  Anderson,'^'* 

And  they  further  find  the  accused,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Frederic  S.  Hill,  of  the  charge — guilty . 


The  court  having  thus  found  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hill,  the 
accused,  guilty  of  the  charge  preferred  against  him  by  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  consideration  of  the  fact  to  them  apparent 
from  the  evidence  that  the  infraction  of  the  law  for  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  which  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frederic  S. 
Hill,  the  accused,  was  arraigned,  is  attributable  to  a  misconception  of 
his  duty  in  the  premises  rather  than  to  any  desire  or  intention  to  evade 
the  requirements  of  law  or  to  act  fi'audulently  in  the  transaction,  do 
adjudge  and  sentence  the  said  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frederic  S. 
Hill  to  forfeit  prize  money  to  the  amount  of  $900,  if  so  much  be  due 
him,  or  if  such  amount  be  not  due  him,  then  that  his  pav  shall  be 
stopped  to  that  amount;  and  further  that  he,  the  said  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Frederic  S.  Hill,  be  reprimanded  by  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy. 

Samuel  L.  Breese, 
Hear- Admiral  and  Presiding  Offi4^\ 

T.  A.  CONOVER, 

Commodore, 
W.  C.  Nicholson, 

Commodore, 
Kdward  M.  Yard, 

Commander, 
J.  A.  Doyle, 

Lieutenant, 
Saml.  C.  Perkins, 

Jud<jr-Advooite, 


Unofficial  iMt'-r  from  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  U,  S,  Navy^  to  Coramo- 
df/re  Bell,,  U,  S,  Natuj^  after  thv  arrival  of  trie  former  at  his  home, 

Hastings  [up]on  the  Hudson,  August  38^  18GS, 

Dear  Commodore:  Your  kind   letter  was  duly  received.     I  was 
looking  out  for  your  vessel  when  we  came  over  the  South  West  Bar  in. 
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hopes  to  see  you.  It  would  have  made  all  complete  in  the  retirement 
of  our  ships  from  the  Mississippi  River,  where  they  have  so  long  and 
so  faithfully  performed  their  auty.  It  would  have  added  much  to  my 
pleasure  to  have  brought  you  along,  but  I  saw  long  before  the  sur- 
geons did  that  i)oor  Morris  was,  as  poor  Read  said,  "ready  to  shove 
off,"  and  your  stopping  was  unavoidable,  and  so  I  told  Mrs.  Bell,  who, 
of  course,  was  much  disappointed  at  seeing  us  all  return  except  her 
husband.  I  cheered  her  up,  however,  with  the  idea  that  you  will  have 
your  chance  in  a  month  or  two,  and  probably  a  longer  respite  than  1 
will  have.  I  regret  to  see  that  they  are  beginning  to  show  a  jealousy 
toward  the  Navy  at  Charleston,  and  if  it  is  indulged  in  it  may  cause  a 
failure  there  and  our  work  on  Mobile  will  thereby  be  rendered  more 
difficult,  but  one  would  suppose  now  that  the  fall  of  Charleston  was 
inevitable.  Still,  the  papers  lie  so  that  one  never  knows  howjnuch  to 
believe.  Sumter  is  in  ruins,  and  yet  it  does  not  surrender,  nor  do  the 
ironclads  go  up  to  Charleston,  ancl  from  the  tone  of  the  papers  there 
is  a  spirit  of  fault-finding  with  the  Navy.     1  have  been  received  with 

{freat  kindness  by  evervbody ;  the  Secretary  wrote  me  a  very  handsome 
etter,  approving  of  alf  I  had  done,  and  told  me  to  take  my  time  about 
coming  to  Washington  during  the  hot  weather.  I  found  it  much 
hotter  in  New  York  than  at  New  Orleans  when  I  left,  but  they  say 
there  was  never  such  a  hot  spell  hero.  It  is  now  changed  and  is  uncom- 
fortably cool. 

I  was  surpris(Hl  to  see  that  General  Banks  had  an  idea  of  the  rebels 
attacking  Snip  Island.  1  visited  the  island  and  found  them  well  pre- 
pared to  defend  the  island,  and  our  fellows  spoiling  for  a  fight.  I  feel 
well  assured  that  Adams  will  do  himself  credit,  if  such  a  thing  should 
take  place,  but  1  have  no  such  idea.  His  ship  is  in  fine  order  and  in 
perfect  drill;  in  such  an  attack  Buchanan  would  have  everything  to 
lose  and  nothing  to  gain,  as  he  could  so  easily  be  driven  off  again  ev^en 
if  he  succeeded  m  taking  it.  1  see  Goldsborough  has  been  reJieved  by 
Thatcher  in  the  command  of  the  Colorado^  and  some  other  changes  arc 
mentioned  in  the  paper  of  to-day.  I  enclose  an  order  for  the  carr\'ing 
into  execution  the  sentence  of  [Thomas]  Henderson,  engineer,  which 
please  have  done. 

When  I  visit  Washington  I  will  endeavor  to  place  the  affair  of  j'our 
entertaining  the  rel>els  in  its  true  light.  1  trust  that  you  will  never 
consider  yourself  under  any  obligation  to  me  for  doing  you  a  simple 
act  of  justice. 

My  eyes  are  giving  out. 
I  remain,  your  friend, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 

Rear-Advi  iral. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Onndij,  Went  em  (rulf  lihKkadlng  Squadron^  Neio  Orleans. 

Dear  Commodoke:  The  admiral's  eyes  have  given  out,  so  he  was 
obliged  to  close  his  lett<*r  l>efore  he  could  deliver  you  my  i*emem- 
brances,  and  tell  vou  that  he  never  saw  Mrs.  Bell  looking  so  well  as  she 
did  when  she  called  to  see  us  ten  days  ago  with  Willie;  and  Willie  is 
growing  quite  fast.  He  will  be  a  tall  man,  evidently.  Loyall  left  us 
yesterday  for  West  Point.     This  is  a  great  trial  to  me,  as  I  feel  as  if 
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it  is  really  "  the  flight  from  his  nest."    Other  separations  have  always 
been  attended  with  a  hope  of  his  return. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  a  continuance  of  your  health  and  a  safe 
return  to  your  family. 
Very  sincerely, 

Virginia  L.  Farragut. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bdl^ZJ,  S,  Navy^  to  Major- General  JBa/nJcs^ 
U,  o.  Arrnf/^  regretting  his  inability  to  fumisfi  cooperation  in  the 
Mississippi  River, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Neio  Orleans^  Augxist  28,  186S. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor,  at  6  p.  m.,  August  28th,  of  receiving  your  dis- 
patch, dated  27th  August,  informing  me  of  an  expected  raid  being 
made  by  the  rebels  to  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  River,  and  the  neces- 
sitv  of  having  gunboats  sent  up  to  patrol  the  river. 

I  would  immediately  dispatch  one  or  more  vessels  on  that  impor- 
tant service  if-  I  had  them.  Every  gunboat  in  the  river,  except  two 
at  Quarantine,  has  her  machinery  apart  undergoing  repairs,  ana  I  find 
myself  at  this  time  unable  to  comply  with  your  request.  Since  the 
ti*ansfer  of  the  river  all  above  New. Orleans  to  Rear- Admiral  Porter, 
there  has  been  no  force  left  in  reserve  here  for  such  exigencies.  1 
will,  however,  as  soon  as  a  vessel  can  be  made  ready,  send  her  to  patrol 
the  river  above. 

1  would  most  respectfully  request  your  attention  to  the  quarantine 
regulations  of  this  port,  extending  alike  to  ships  of  war,  whose  serv- 
ices are  always  in  demand,  as  to  merchant  vessels.  Two  of  them  are 
now  detained  in  quarantine,  although  having  clear  bills  of  health. 
The}^  could  be  dispatched  on  the  duty  required  if  the  quarantine  reg- 
ulations were  amended  in  such  manner  as  not  to  detain  United  States 
ships  of  war  unless  contagious  or  infectious  diseases  be  on  board  of 
them. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Co mdy,  Wester^n  Gulf  Blockdg,  Squadron  pro  tern, 

Major-Geneml  N.  P.  Banks, 

Cimvmander  in  Chief  Dej^artment  of  the  Gulf 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  [/,  S.  Navy,  to  Commandey*  Townsend,  U.  S, 
Navy,  commanding  U,  S.  S.  £ssex^  to  cooperate,  if  possible,  with 
Major-  General  BanJcs,  U,  S,  Army, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Off Neio  Orleans,  Augustus,  1863. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  copy  of  a  reauisition  on  me  from  Major- 
(jcneral  Banks  for  a  steamer  to  patrol  tne  river  above  New  Orleans, 
in  order  to  guard  transports  agamst  surprise  bv  rebel  troops  coming 
over  from  Opelousas,  of  which  the  general  has  neard. 

I  have  no  vessels  here  except  broken-down  craft  from  the  outside 
blockade,  all  their  machinery  being  apart  and  undergoing  repairs. 
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They  are  sent  out  as  soon  as  they  are  made  ready  to  relieve  othei's 
which  can  scarcely  move.  No  calculations  have  been  made  for  river 
service  since  Rear- Admiral  Porter  took  charge  of  it.  1  trust,  there- 
fore, you  will  be  able,  with  the  Essex^  to  meet  the  wishes  of  General 
Banks.  If,  in  the  meantime,  one  of  my  cruisers  should  come  up  the 
river,  I'll  send  her  on  to  meet  you  and  to  act  in  concert  until  you  can 
call  down  the  river  one  of  your  fast  boats  suitable  for  patrol  duty. 

Your  requisitions  have  been  signed,  but  I  doubt  whether  they  can 
be  filled  to  your  satisfaction. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

ConiTnodore^  Covidg,  West  GidfBlockdg,  Squadron  pro  tenu 

Commander  Robert  Townsend, 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Essex^  off  Donaldsonville^  La, 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,,  IL  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Tihbits^  U.  S. 
Navy^  commanding  IL  S.  S.  Arizona^  to  proceed  to  duty  in  Bermick 
Bay, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  August  29^  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  Arizona  under  your  command  to 
Bitishear  City,  Berwick  Bay,  and  report  your  arrival  there  to  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frederick  Crocker,  commanding  the  U.  S.  o. 
Clifton^  for  such  duty  as  he  may  assign  3'ou.  If  you  should  not  meet 
the  Clifton  at  Brashear  City,  you  will  proceed  in  the  Arizona  to  join 
her  without  dela3^ 

I  am,  respectfullv, 

[H.  H.  Bell], 
Commodore,^  Conndg,  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tefin. 
Acting  Master  Howard  Tibbits, 

Commanding  U,  S,  S,  Arizona,  off' Netv  Orleans, 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U,  S.  Navy,  t(t  Actiiiq  Vol uiitetr  Lieutenant 
Crocker,  U,  S,  Navy,  regarding  vessels  suitable  for  his  cominand  an 
the  Louisiana  ctKixt, 

r.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
Off  Ntin  Orleans,  August  ^29,  1S6S. 

Sir:  I  have  ordered  Acting  Master  H.  Tibbits  to  x^roceed  in  com- 
mand of  the  U.  S.  S.  Arizona  to  Brashear  City,  Berwick  Bay,  and 
report  to  you  for  such  duty  a^^?  you  may  assign  hini. 

The  Clifton,,  Arizona,  and  Sachem  are  the  only  vessels  of  light  dmft 
that  I  have  which  are  suitable  for  the  service  assigned  you,  and  they 
are  believed  to  be  sufficient,  viz,  for  cooperation  with  the  army  on  the 
coast  of,  and  in  the  bayous  of,  Louisiana. 

When  you  approach  Sabine  Pass,  report  your  presence  to  the  senior 
officer  on  blockade  there  and  show  hmi  your  instructions,  as  well  as 
explain  to  him  the  objects  of  the  expedition,  which  the  great  draft  of 
the  vessels  under  his  command  uniortunately  prevents  his  partici- 
pating in. 

I  shall  dispatch  a  coal  vessel  at  once  to  Sabine  Pass,  but  her  dmft 
of  water  being  10  feet  she  will  anchor  outside,  where  you  will  take 
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vour  supplies  on  board  until  you  can  lighten  her  enough  to  cross  the 
bar. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Cojiunodore^  Coindrj,  West  Gulf  Bloclcading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frederick  Crocker, 

U,  S.  S.  CIifto7}^  Jiraahear  City. 


Ord^r  of  Commodore  Bdl^  V.  S,  JVavf/^  to  Lieutetiant- Commander 
Cooke^  U,  S,  ^ary,  commanding  U,  S\  S,  Efitrella^  to  proceed  to 
patrol  duty  m  the  J/ississippi  River, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans.,  August  S9^  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  Estrella  up  the  river  to  Donaldson ville, 
or  as  far  as  Morganza,  and  report  your  presence  to  Commander 
Robert  Townsend,  of  the  U.  S.  ironclad  Essex^  for  assisting  in  patrol- 
ling the  river  as  far  as  Morganza  against  the  operations  of  guerillas. 

When  Commander  Townsend  shall  consider  your  presence  there  as 
no  longer  necessary,  return  to  this  station.  The  objects  of  your  expe- 
dition are  fully  explained  by  the  enclosed  cop}'  of  a  letter  from  Major- 
General  Banks. 

I  am,  verv  respectfuUv, 

[H.  H.  Bell], 
Commod^/re^  Comdy.  WeM  Gulf  Blockading  Sqxiadron  jiro  tern. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke, 

V.  S.  S.  Estrella^  oj^  New  Orleatts. 


Order  <f  Commodore  ]>elL  L\  S.  JVavu^  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Madlgan.,  U.  S.  JVavy^  <'oinnia7idi7}g  off  Sahine  Pass.,  to  render  assist- 
ance to  light-draft  vessels  sent  to  duty  on  the  coast  of  Louisiana. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
OffNexc  Orleans,  August  ^9,  1S6J. 

Sir:  1  have  assigned  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frederick 
Crocker,  commanding  the  Clifton,  some  of  the  lightest  draft  vessels 
on  the  station  for  cooperation  with  the  army  in  its  movements  up  the 
l)ayous  and  along  the  coast.  Should  they  arrive  off  the  Sabine  whilst 
you  are  there,  of  which  there  is  every  probability,  you  will  please  give 
them  every  assistance  in  your  power  to  insure  success. 

1  am  extremely  sorry  that  your  own  vessels  and  yourself,  who  have 
had  all  the  fatigues  of  the  blockade,  can  not  participate  in  or  lead  these 
operations,  but  as  the  draft  of  your  vessels  are  too  great  for  crossing 
the  ))ar,  the  assignment  of  this  duty  to  other  vessels  and  other  officers 
is  unavoidable. 

I  am  loading  a  coal  vessel  for  that  pass;  her  great  draft  of  water 
will  require  her  to  anchor  off  the  bar  until  the  greater  part  of  the  coals 
are  taken  out. 

As  soon  as  you  may  be  assured  of  the  success  of  the  expedition 
referred  to,  and  that  no  assistance  will  be  required  from  your  force.^ 
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you  will  inform  the  commanding  officer  off  Galveston  of  the  result, 
and  proceed  to  New  Orleans  in  the  Owdsco^  to  recuperate  the  health  of 
your  crew. 

I  am,  most  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore^  Conidg,  West  Gxtlf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern, 

Lieutenant-Commander  John  Madigan, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Owasco^  off  Sabine  Pass. 


[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
New  Odeann^  August  ^P,  1863. 

Sir:  Come  to  the  city  in  the  Gertrude  when  the  quarantine  is 
removed. 

Your  prize  steamer  yfarrior  will  remain  in  the  hands  of  your  prize 
crew.  She  will  come  up  when  out  of  quarantine,  and  be  turned  over 
to  the  marshal. 

Respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

CoraniodoTe, 
W.  K.  Cressy, 

Commanding  U.  S,  S,  Gertrud^^  at  Quara7itine, 


Heport  of  Commandifi*  Townsend^  U.  S.  Navy^  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
£8sex^  giving  the  reaso?i8  for  his  noncompliance  with  request  for 
cooperation  with  Major-  General  BanJcs^  U,  S.  Army. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Essex, 
Off  Donaldsonvilh^  La,^  August  30^  1863. 

Commodore:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  this 
morning,  by  the  hands  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke,  of  the  Estrella^ 
of  your  communication  of  the  28th  instant,  covering  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Major-General  Banks  to  yourself.  It  would  have  afforded 
me  great  pleasure  to  comply  literally  with  your  request  and  take  the 
Essex^  slow  as  she  is,  to  the  menaced  points;  but,  under  Admiral 
Porter's  instructions  and  orders,  I  would  scarcely  ])e  justified  in  doing 
so,  except  in  case  the  division  above  me  should  seem  madequate  to  the 
duty  reqjuired  of  it.  I^et  me  explain:  On  the  11th  instant  Admiral 
Porter  divided  his  command  into  eight  districts.  The  first  district, 
comprising  the  Mississippi  from  New  Orleans  to  Donaldsonville,  he 
has  placed  under  my  command.  The  second  district  extends  hence  to 
Red  River.  In  the  same  general  order  (No.  80)  he  says:  "Each  dis- 
trict will  be  under  the  command  of  divisional  officers,  who  will  be 
responsible  to  me  for  their  immediate  districts.  The  vessels  of  one 
district  are  not  to  be  ordered  away  from  that  district  by  any  superior 
officer,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  a  great  emergency  exists  for  so 
doing."  In  his  General  Orders,  No.  35,  he  says:  ''No  vessel  belonging 
to  this  squadron  will  leave  the  station  assigned  it  without  a  written 
order  from  me.  Military  officers  must  maTce  requisition  on  me  for 
vessels  when  they  are  wanted,  and  officers  commanding  must  decline 
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acceding  to  any  order  or  request  to  leave  a  station  where  I  have  placed 
them."  These  orders  are  stringent;  yet  1  know  that  Admiral  Porter 
would  not  hlame  me  for  leaving  my  district  did  the  emergency  require 
it.  Three  weeks  a^o  Colonel  [Nathan  A,  M.]  Dudley,  commandiDg 
at  Baton  Uouge,  telegraphed  that  a  force  of  artillery  and  infantry  was 
approaching  Colonel  [James]  Smith's  camp,  12  miles  above  this  place, 
and  requested  that  a  gunboat  might  move  up  to  support  him.  The 
cwie  seemed  critical  and  1  at  once  started;  made  the  12  miles  in  a  little 
over  four  hours,  and  after  such  exertion  for  the  ponderous  ,£««(9;  found 
the  alarm  a  false  one.  I  also  found  the  Kervwood,  a  fast  tinclad  from 
above,  which  had  reached  the  place  several  hours  before  me.  You 
will  perceive,  commodore,  from  my  letter  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  second  division,  a  copy  of  which  I  transmit  herewith,  tnat  I  pro- 
pose "to  go  up  in  the  JLssex  should  he  need  assistance  agiiinst  estab- 
lished liatteries."  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me,  sir,  that  the 
Lafayette,  a  more  formidable  ironclad  than  the  Tcssejc  and  able  to  make  ^^J 
5  or  B  miles  against  the  current,  and  the  Kentaond^  a  rapid,  well-  ^^H 
armed  tinclud,  are  more  than  a  match  for  any  ordinary  emergency.  ^^| 
If  it  should  prove  that  heavy  work  is  to  be  done,  the  Essex  viWX  be  ^^| 
there  to  perform  her  part.  Now  that  you  know  of  her  cumbrous  ^^^ 
•  slowness,  you  will  perceive  that  a  vessel  that  can  be  outmarched  by 
infantry  is  scarcely  suitable  for  patrol  duty;  and,  under  all  these 
circumstances,  I  trust  you  will  excuse  me  that  I  have  not  immediately 
complied  with  your  request- 
Admiral  Porter  writes  to  me:  "  Vessels  will  be  sent  you  as  fast  as  1 
can  get  them."  The  £i«p,r  is  alone  in  the  division.  Had  1  another 
vesad  1  would  have  sent  her  with  your  dispatches  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  second  division,  and  thus  have  enabled  the  Eatrella, 
which  you  so  generously  and  promptly  sent,  to  return  to  you  without 
delay.  '  As  it  is,  I  think  she  will  not  be  detained  after  she  shall  reach 
Port  Hudson.  After  receiving  your  communication  I  learned  that 
^Q  IhervllU  had  just  passed  down,  reporting  that  "one  of  the  gun- 
boats had  routed  and  dispersed  a  force  of  guerrillas  at  Morgan  bend," 
probably  the  very  force,  or  a  portion  of  it,  to  which  General  Banks 
refers.  But  you  will  doubtless  have  heard  fr<»m  the  IherifUle,  at  New  ] 
Orleans,  the  particulars  of  the  affair,  of  which  I  learned  but  the  sim- 
ple fact. 

1  thank  you  most  warmly,  commodore,  for  your  obliging  kindneea 
in  furnishing  the  Essex  with  much-needed  supplies.     Among  other  J 
benelltts.  I  trust  your  assistance  will  enable  me  to  make  the  Esuex  \ 
Jxinior  a  fast  and  serviceable  ci-aft.     1  am  cutting  up  some  old  boilei'S, 
with  which  I  intend  to  protect  her  forecastle,  that  I  may  monnt  there 
a  12'pounder  howitzer.     Small  as  she  is,  she  can  then  be  of  some  serv- 
ice in  attending  to  improvised  guerrillas,  should  tiny  such  make  their 
ajjpearance  in  this  neighborhood.     But  I  hope  that  Admiral  Port«r 
will  soon  be  able  to  send  down  to  me  one  or  two  small  regular  gun- 
boats  for    the   service   between    New  Orleans    and   Donaldson ville. 
Please  excuse  this  long  letter  with  its  many  extracts.     I  only  hope 
that  its  perusal  may  not  trench  too  much  upon  your  valuable  time. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Robert  Townsend, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Nai-y,  Vounnandlng. 
Commodore  Henrv  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commaudlmj  y^est  Gulf  Blnckadim^  Si^uoAtwti., 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Essex, 
Off  Dimaldsonville^  La.^  August  30^  1863. 

Sir:  Enclosed  herewith  1  send  you  copies  of  a  communication  from 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  and  of  a  letter  to  the  latter  from  General  X. 
P.  Banks,  just  received  hvthe  hands  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  EHtrella.  As  the  points  referred  to  in  these 
communications  lie  in  the  second  district  of  Admiral  Porter's  squad- 
ron, I  have  directed  Captain  Cooke  to  proceed  on  up  the  river  and 
communicate  to  you  the  information  of  the  apprehended  raid.  I  pre- 
sume 3'ou  will  be  able  to  take  care  of  the  guerrillas  in  your  division 
without  retaining  the  EstreUa.  If  3^ou  need  assistance  against  estab- 
lished batteries  send  down  a  transport  to  aid  in  towing  us,  and  I  will 
go  up  in  the  Essex.  Where  speea  is  important  we  require  a  tow,  as 
the  Essex  can  make  only  3  miles  an  hour  against  the  current. 

I  learn  b^'^the  IhervUle^  just  passed  down,  that  one  of  your  gunboats 
has  badly  cut  up  and  dispersed  the  guerrillas  in  Morgan  Bend,  per- 
haps the  same  party  to  whom  the  within  communications  refer.  I 
congratulate  you  on  this  successful  dispei'sion  of  rebels  within  your 
command.  Please  inform  me  in  regard  to  the  facts,  and  what  news 
you  have  regarding  the  enemy's  movements. 

1  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROIIERT  TOWNSEND, 

Vo)n mandril  U.  S  Xacy^  Commanding  First  Divisum^ 

Mississippi  S(]ua<Irf.m . 

Commander  of  the  Secx^nd  Division,  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Report  of  Co)nmander  loivtistnd^  f\  -S.  yrtvt/^  regarding  raiueHt  for 

'th  Majin*-  General  liantcs^  if.  S.  Aiding, 


cooperation  iri\ 


ir.  S.  Ihonclad  Steamer  Essex, 
Off  Uoiuddsonville^  La.^  Avgast  Jl^  1S63. 


from  myself  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  s<»cond  division  of  your 
scjuadron.  These  document^j  will  explain  themselves  and  the  action  I 
took  in  the  case. 

I  have  written  to  Commodore  Ifell  informing  him  of  your  having 
divided  your  command  into  districts  under  divisional  commanders  and 
of  your  general  orders  against  interference  with  other  divisions  except 
in  emergent  cases.  I  also  informed  him  that  at  present  the  I'^sex\^\\» 
the  only  vess(»l  you  could  span*  to  look  out  for  the  tii'st  district,  although 
it  was  your  intention  to  send  me  other  vessels  as  soon  as  you  could  do 
so;  that  making  but  a  scant  3  miles  against  the  current,  she  could  be 
outmarched  by  infantry,  and  was  therefore  scarcely  fitted  to  patrol 
the  river.  And  I  thought  he  would  agi*ee  with  me  that  thi*  vessels 
you  had  assigned  to  the  second  division  would  be  abundantiv  able  to 
check  and  break  up  anv  mid  the  guerrillas  might  attempt  just  now. 
If  assistance  were  requfrod  by  them,  I  would  at  once  proceed  with  the 
I'j<Ht,r  to  their  aid.  I  took  pains  to  give  0)mmodore  1^*11  succinctly, 
yet  courteously,  my  rctisons  for  not  complying  with  his  request  tliat 
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the  Es-sex  should  proceed  to  Plaq^uemine  and  Morganza.  And  while 
thanking  him  for  nis  promptness  m  sending  up  the  EstreUa^  1  endeav- 
ored to  show  him  that  your  arrangements  lor  naval  protection  to  the 
river  were  quite  complete  and  soon  would  be  altogether  so. 

Hoping  that  my  action  in  this  matter  may  meet  with  your  approba- 
tion, 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Townsend, 
C(nnmandei\  XL  S,  Navy^  Comdg.  First  Div.^  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Hear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Nav}', 

Ccymmanding  Mississijypi  Squadron, 


liepfn't  of  dnnmandei*  Mullany^   U,   S.  JVavy^  regarding  affairs  off 

Galveston, 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  Gaheston^  Tkr.,  August  31,,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  ordered  Commander  Woolsey  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans 
with  the  steamer  Princess  Royal  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  her 
machiner3%  which  is  badly  disabled,  and  as  the  surve3ang  officers  state 
that  the  tempomry  repairs  made  upon  the  engine  can  not  be  relied 
upon  in  case  of  bad  weather,  I  have  aeemed  it  my  duty  to  send  her  up, 
accompanied  by  the  Tennessee, 

The  Princess  Royal  left  here  for  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  19th,  and  the 
Cayuga  arrived  on  the  24:th  instant  a.  m.  A  schooner  chartered  by 
Commander  \V00lse3'  arrived  here  the  evening  of  the  24th  instant  from 
the  Rio  Grande,  bringing  up  Lieutenant  McKay,  with  a  message  from 
Commander  Woolsey  that  tne  Princess  Royal  was  totally  disabled  and 
that  he  required  immediate  assistance.  On  the  25th,  having  coaled 
the  Tennesne*'^  I  dispatched  her  with  orders  to  tow  the  Princess  Royal 
to  this  station,  and  on  the  28th  she  returned  here,  bringing  with  her 
the  disabled  steamer. 

I  have  no  vessel  to  spare  to  send  to  the  Rio  Grande,  as  the  Cayuga 
is  required  here  to  take  the  place  of  the  Tennessee, 

The  coal  schooner  Argus  Ave  will  be  discharged  to-day  or  to-morrow. 
There  is  just  enough  coal  on  board  of  her  to  fill  up  the  gunboats.  The 
Tennessee  has  coal  enough  on  board  only  to  take  ner  to  New  Orleans. 
I  have  taken  from  the  Ptnncess  Royal  all  that  she  could  spare. 

1  enclose  for  3^our  information  the  report  of  the  survey  on  the 
machinery  of  the  Princess  Royal;  also  two  reports  made  to  me  by 
Lieutenant-Commander  Dana,  commanding  U.  S.  S.*  Cayuga,^  one  of 
which  relates  to  the  trade  with  Matamoi*as,  and  the  other  to  the 
defenses  of  Galveston. 

1  have  to  request  that  you  will  order  the  commander  of  the  Tennessee 
to  take  in  a  full  supply  of  coal  in  case  you  determine  to  send  her  back 
to  this  station  again,  as  she  had  a  short  supply  before. 

The  enemy  appears  to  he  busily  employea  at  Fort  Magruder,  build- 
ing l>arracks  and  mounting  guns.  1  can  not  discover  that  he  has 
mounted  any  guns  j^et  at  Pelican  Spit. 

1  send  up  by  the  Tennessee  two  deserters  from  the  rebel  army,  to 
whom  I  administered  the  enclosed  oath  of  allegiance. 

N   W  R— VOL  20 32 
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1  have  to  report  to  you  the  death  of  two  of  the  crew  of  this  ship  o 

the  iiSth  instant,  viz,  Joseph   McMahon,  coal  heaver,  who  died  < 

disease  of  the  heart,  and  Thomas  F.  Jones  {(lolored),  landsman,  who 
jumped  overboard  during  a  violent  squall  at  11:20  p.  m.  in  a  lit  of 
delirium  and  was  di'owned. 

A  coal  vessel  is  required  here  immediately  to  supply  the  wants  a 
this  division  o^the  squadron. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  B.  M.  MULLANT. 

Commands  and  Senior  Officer  Present,  j 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Camdij.  West  &idf  Blockdg.  Squadron,,  off  New  Orf&inii,  La. 


Report  of  Comiruinihr  Midluny.   U.  S.  A'avu,  reoardina  t/ie  exmdiiiat 
of  the  if.  S.  S.  BimvlUe.  ^ 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  Galveston,  Ttx.,  A?ipmt  51^  1863. 
Sik:  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  made  lo  me  by 
the  chief  engineer  of  this  ship  in  relation  to  her  boilers  and  machinery, 
which  I  respectfully  ask  may  receive  due  consideration. 

You  will  perhaps  bear  in  mind,  sir.  that  I  reported  to  you  verbally 
some  time  &fta  that  our  boilers  were  in  a  leaky  condition,  and  that  I 
requested  your  permission  to  haul  the  fires  and  to  blow  off  the  steam 
for  the  purpose  of  repairing  them.  Owing  to  the  limited  number  of 
vessels  on  the  station  at  the  time,  you  did  not  deem  it  proper  to  asisenb 
to  my  request. 

Since  then  thev  have  been  getting  worse.     On  the  26th  instant  I  was 
obliged  to  haul  the  fires  under  the  port  boiler  and  to  blow  off  the  steam 
"iree  very  bad  leaks,  one  of 
B  and  ten  bolts  to  secure  it. 


and  water  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  three  very  bad  leaks,  one  of 

vhich  reouired  a  paUrh  of  11  inches  square  and  ten  bolts  to  secure  it. 

The  ship  wa«,  in  consequence  of  these  leaks,  rendered  inefficient 


from  8  a.  m.  until  midnight,  owing  to  the  fact  that  she  has  but  two 
boilers.  When  the  water  is  blown  from  one  of  them,  she  is  listed  over 
so  far  as  to  render  it  difficult  to  fight  the  battery,  and  the  remaining 
boiler  will  not  supply  a  sufficient  quantity  of  steam  to  enable  the  ship 
to  be  managed  efficiently. 

I  have  satisfied  myself  that  the  chief  engineer  has  mther  underrated 
the  condition  of  the  boilers  than  otherwise,  and  therefore  trust  that  an 
opportunity  will  be  afforded  at  an  early  date  to  repair  them,  calling 
your  attention  at  the  same  time  to  the  fact  that  this  ship  has  been 
under  steam  since  the  2Dth  February  without  even  an  opimrtunity  of 
sweeping  the  flues,  which  are  now  so  completely  choked  up  as  to  ren- 
der it  difficult  to  drive  the  ship  more  than  7  or  8  knots  per  nour. 

Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  condition  of  this  ship's  rud- 
der. 1  find  it  is  gi-owing  worse,  and  notwithstanding  the  bands  that 
were  placed  on  the  stock,  the  shin  scarcely  answers  her  helm  in  a  sea- 
way or  when  there  is  a  moderate  oreeze,  owing  to  the  strength  of  the 
stock  being  insufficient  to  keep  the  guiding  part  or  feather  of  the 
rudder  st  the  proper  angle. 
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• 

I  therefore  respectfully  request  that  an  opportunity  may  be  speedily 
afforded  me  to  replace  it  witn  a  new  one,  for,  with  a  crippled  rudder, 
the  boilers  in  their  present  defective  state,  this  ship  is  liable  to  become 
severely  disabled  at  any  moment. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei'vant, 

J.  R.  M.  MULLANY, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron^  off  New  Orleans^  La. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off'  GalvesUni,  Tex. ,  August  28,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  respectfully  reduce  to  writing 
my  verbal  report  made  to  you  this  day  in  relation  to  the  engine  and 
boilers  of  this  ship. 

The  boilers  are  getting  very  defective  and  unsafe,  the  iron  in  the 
ash  pans  and  the  back  ends  of  the  furnaces  on  the  line  of  the  grate 
bars  are  constantly  giving  away  and  require  to  be  patched  frequently. 

The  lower  tier  of  flues  on  the  port  boilers  are  leaking  very  badlv, 
the  rivet  heads  being  entirely  gone  in  a  number  of  places;  these  leaks 
keep  the  flues  full  of  water;  the  eva^ration  thereof  has  left  a  large 
deposit  of  salt  and  ashes  in  them,  seriously  affecting  the  draft. 

This  vessel  having  but  two  boilers  of  the  return-flue  style,  in  case 
of  one  being  disabled  and  requires  blowing  out  for  repairs,  we  can 
not  generate  steam  with  the  other  to  keep  the  ship  underway  with 
any  speed  for  but  a  very  short  time. 

The  engine  requires  repacking,  valves  grinding,  and  a  thorough 
examination  throughout.  I  would  respectfully  state  that  the  ship 
having  been  under  steam  over  six  months  without  hauling  fires  it  has 
become  absolutely^  necessary  for  the  engine  and  boilers  to  undergo 
thorough  repairs  to  make  them  reliable  and  eflicient,  especially  the 
boilers,  for,  in  their  present  condition,  I  am  apprehensive  of  their 
giving  out  and  leaving  the  ship  disabled  at  any  moment. 
Ver}'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  F.  Wright, 

Acting  Chief  Engineer. 

Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cohniuniding  t),  /S.  S,  Bienville, 


Order  of  Commodore  Bdl^  U,  S.  Navy^  to  Commander  Rolando^  V.  S, 
JVaift/^  commanding  U,  !S.  S,  Se?ninol{\  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the 
intirception  (f  coyitrahand  tradt<  with  Matainoras  and  general 
lAockaae  duty  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bio  Grande. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  August  31,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  Seminole  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  Mexico,  as  a  part  of  the  United  States  naval  force  blockading 
the  coast  of  Texas,  to  look  after  the  trade  in  contraband  of  war  which 
is  carried  on  with  Matamoras. 


The  rebels  receive  the  (jretiter  part  of  their  suppliew  of  t  ,  _ 
amuiiiiiition.  clothing,  and  other  intoixiicted  articles  ny  neutral  ves- 
sels, particularly  British  vessels  clearing  for  Matamoras;  their  papers 
are  not  only  artfully  drawn  up,  but  their  cargoes  also  are  most  art- 
fully diseuised  and  concealed.  It  will  n-quire  all  of  your  vigilance  to 
detect   tneni.     The  (Jovernment   of   the  United   States   desires   and 


expects  that  trade  to  be  broken  up  by  every  lawful  means.     They 
expect  the   United   SUt^s   cruisers  rigidlj'  and  firmly,  but  without   • 
gi\'iiig  unnecessary  annoyance,  to  examine  every  commercial  vessel 
for  contraband  of  war  that  they  may  meet  on  the  high  seas  approach-  J 
ing  or  departing  from  the  Rio  Grande,  J 

The  departing  vessels  are  often  freighted  with  cotton  belonging  to  I 
the  Confederate  States,  the  shipments  having  Iwen  made  by  estab^l 
lished  and  recognized  agents  residing  on  the  Mexican  soil.  TheJ 
United  States  consul  at  Matamoras  is  doubtlessly  acquainted  with^ 
them,  and  should  furnish  yiiu  with  legal  proofs  sufficient  for  you  tt^a 
act.  I 

You  are  herewith  supplied  with  descriptions  of  blockade  runnei^  J 
and  you  are  requested  to  haxe  a  copy  made  of  others  which  are  on  »■ 
list  supplied  to  Commander  Woolsey,  of  the  Prhicjfs  lioijal,  of  which  1 
I  have  no  second  copy.  On  that  list  you  will  find  some  noted  nameSrlfl 
and  the  vessels  were  atlast  accounts  lying  off  Hio  Grande,  dLscharging'fl 
cargoes,  viz:  Briti.sh  steamers  Sir  ^"fhirin  Peel,  Edioard  Hawkina^jk 
Oladiator,  Sea  Qiteen,  and  (Wt.  M 

You  are  particularly  desired  to  watch  that  no  privateer  is  fitted  outS 
on  that  coast.  W 

The  Navy  Department  directs  that  the  Sumter,  alias  Oihraltar,  sballfl 
be  captured  wherever  she  may  be  met  with  on  the  high  neas.  laa 
i-especting  the  neutral  waters  of  Mexico,  your  jurisdiction  on  tliev 
United  btates  side  of  that  line  will  lie  complete.  If  you  anchor  on  I 
the  Mexican  side  there  might  be  a  question  as  to  your  pursuing* 
directly  a  vessel  sailing  from  there.  You  will  also  look  outforthftA 
blockade  of  Brazos  Santiago  and  adjacent  inlets.  ■ 

Another  vessel  will  be  sent  to  cruise  oS  the  coast  as  soon  as  one  caal 
be  made  ready.  I 

Y^ou  will  get  your  supplies  of  coitl  and  provisions  as  you  need  them.] 
off  the  liar  of  Gfalveston,  where  the  senior  officer  on  the  coast  of  Texattfl 
is  stationed,  and  you  will  please  make  your  reports  throi^h  ttutn 
officer.  J 

1  would  remind  you  that 30U  will  probably  meet  French  cruisers  ofl-9 
the  Rio  Grande,  who  exercise  l>elligerent  rights  out  on  the  high  seasifl 
and  in  Mexican  waters,  but  they  have  no  such  rights  on  the  side  of  the  I 
United  States,  ■ 

If  there  should  be  any  uneert«intv  about  the  character  of  a  vessel  m 
.-■end  her  in  for  the  courts  to  decide,  being  careful  to  collect  all  the  I 
evidence  against  her  that  can  be  found,  ■ 

A  prize  court  is  established  in  New  Orleans,  u 

I  am,  very  respcctfullv.  | 

[H.  H.  Bell],  I 

Q>mtnodure,  Voindy.  We»i  (h^f  Blockading  Squadnm  pro  tern.     ■ 

Commaoder  Hekhv  Ro[.anuo,  I 

Gomma/nding  U.  S.  S,  Seminole,  New  Orleans.  ■ 
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Order  of  Commodore  £eU^    U.  S.  Navy^  to  Commander  Rolando^  U. 

S.  Navy^  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seminole. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans^  August  31^  1863. 

Sik:  As  soon  as   the  SemlnoU  is  ready  for  sea,  proceed  to  the  Rio 
Grande  in  compliance  with  your  instructions. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Comdg.  WiM  Gulf  Blockading  Sq;uadronpro  tern. 

Commander  Henry  Rolando, 

Commanding  U,  S.  S.  Seminole^  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell^  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  GiUis^  U.  S.Navy^ 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ossipee.^  for  the  transportation  oj  recrxdts  for 
vessels  on  tlw  coa^st  of  Texas. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans^  September  i,  1863. 

Sib:  You  will  please  receive  on  board  of  the  Ossivee  a  number  of 
recruits  for  the  vessels  on  blockade  off  the  coast  or  Texas,  viz,  the 
Katahdin^  Caynga^  New  London^  and  bark  W.  G.  Anderson. 

The  bark  Anderson  is  on  the  blockade  off  Aransas  Pass.  The  times 
of  her  crew  expired  some  time  a^o.  You  will  please  therefore  trans- 
fer her  recruits  to  the  U.  S.  ^.Bienville  when  you  arrive  off  Galves- 
ton and  send  her  to  Aransas  Pass,  to  put  them  on  board  of  the  Ander- 
son., which  having  done,  the  Bienville  and  Anderson  will  both  proceed 
to  Pensocola,  under  the  orders  I  shall  send  there  by  you. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Co7nrm<>dovi\  Comdg.  Went  Gulf  Blockadimj  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Captain  John  P.  Gillis, 

Cf  mi  man  ding  IL  S.  Stmm  Sloop  Onsipee. 


OrdifT  of  Commander  Mullany^  IT.  S.  Naut/,  to  Commander  Woolsey, 
U.  S.  Navy^  commanding  (/.  S.  S.  Princess  Boyal^  to  proceed  to 
New  Orhan-s. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
<>//'  Galveston.,  Tejc,  Septemhet*  i,  1863. 

Sik:  You  will  please  proceed  to  New  Orleans  with  the  steamer  Prin- 
cess Royal  under  your  command,  in  tow  of  the  steamer  Tennessee. 

On  your  arrival  there  report  to  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell  for  further 
instructions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.    R.    M.    MUT.LANY, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal. 
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Order  of  Commander  MuUany^  U.  S.  Na/vy^  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Henry ^  U.  S.  Navv^  commxinding  U.  S.  S.  Ten^iessee^  for  the  trans- 
portation to  New  Orleans  of  men  and  prize  pt^opet^ty. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  Galveston^  Tex.^  September  i,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  please  receive  on  board  the  Tennessee,  for  passage  to 
New  Orleans,  two  deserters  from  the  rebel  army,  wno  wul  be  sent 
from  this  ship,  six  persons  taken  from  prizes  captured  by  the  U.  S. 
gunboat  Cayuga^  and  a  quantity  of  prize  property  that  will  be  sent  to 
you  from  the  Cayuga. 

Please  report  to  Commodore  Bell  and  find  out  what  disposition  he 
wishes  made  of  these  men  and  of  the  prize  property. 
Very  respectfull}-,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  M.  Mullany, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W.  Henry, 

Commanding  U,  S,  S.  Tennessee^  off  Oalveston^  Tex. 


Order  of  the  Acti7ig  Secretary  if  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Thatcher^ 
U.  S,  Navy.,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  the  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

Navy  Department, 
Washi7igto7i^  Septeviber  i,  1S6S. 

Sir:  Proceed  to  Philadelphia  by  the  11th  instant  and  report  to  Com- 
modore Stribling  on  that  day  for  passage  in  the  Bermuda  to  the  West 
Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  and  upon  falling  in  with  the  U.  S.  steam 
frigate  Colorado^  you  will  assume  commana  of  that  vessel,  reporting 
to  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  commanding  that  squadron  pro  tempore,  by 
the  first  opportunity  thereafter. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Acting  Secretary  (f  the  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Jioston ,  J///.V.S. 


Report  <f  Commanded*  Toumsend^  U.  S.  Nary^  comrnondhuj  Z\  S.  S. 
Esfie.1'.  regarding  affairs  in  the  Jlississippi  River. 

U.  kS.  Ikonclad  Steamer  Essex, 
Off' DonaldsonvilU\  La..,  Sej^tcmhrr  ^J,  1S63. 

Commodore:  The  Estrella  has  just  come  down  from  above. 
Lieutenant-Commander  C/Ooke  has  been  up  as  far  as  Morganza,  where 
he  found  the  Ncosho^  a  river  monitor.  The  Lafayette  was  at  Port 
Hudson,  the  Kenico^xl  at  Baton  Rouge,  and  another  light-draft  vessel 
came  down  to  Morganza  from  Ked  River,  convoying  some  transports. 
At  Morganza  the  guerrillas  had  fired  (with  musketry  only)  upon  some 
of  the  ti'ansports,  but  the  Neosho  had  dispersed  them.  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Foster,  who  is  to  command  the  second  division,  had  not 
yet  arrived,  but  was  expected  daily.  Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke 
reports  the  sea  steamer  Continental  ashore  off  Ba3^ou  Goula,  where 


WEST   GULF    BLOCKADING   SQUADRON.  508 

she  got  on  about  11  o'clock  last  night.  There  were  one  or  two  steam- 
ers assisting  her.  As  Colonel  [William  0.]Fiske,  commanding  ashore 
here,  informs  me  that  rebel  pickets  were  seen  yesterday  at  Bayou 
Goula,  1  have  directed  Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke  to  proceed 
thither  and  take  care  of  the  transports  till  the  Continental  gets  off. 
Please  excuse  haste,  as  the  transport  that  will  take  this  down  is 
waiting. 

I   have  the   honor  to  remain,   very  respectfully,    your  obedient 
servant, 

Robert  Townsend, 
Commander^  U.  S.  Navy^  Covimmiding. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comvianding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  ofStaie^ 
transmitting  enclosures  regarding  tJie  British  steamer  Sir  William 
Peel^  and  other  traders  in  the  Rio  Grande. 

Navy  Department,  Sejpte^nhei*  ^,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  for  your  perusal  dispatch 
No.  12  and  its  enclosures,  from  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  commanding 
Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tempore,  in  reference  to  the 
British  steamer  Sir  William  Peel  and  other  tradei*s  at  Matamoms  or  off 
the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Mexican  boundary  line. 

The  Department  would  be  pleased  to  receive  any  suggestions  on  the 
subject  that  may  occur  to  you. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  tlte  Secretary  of  the  Navy^  return- 
ing  dispatch  regarding  trie  case  of  the  Bntish  steamer  Sir  William 
Peeh 

Department  of  State, 
I  Washington^  September  J,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday  and  to  return  the  dispatch  of  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  which 
accompanied  it.  The  stipulation  in  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo, 
b}'  which  the  boundary  between  the  United  States  was  begun  in  the 
Gulf  3  leagues  from  laud,  is  still  in  force.  It  was  inteiided,  however, 
to  regulate  within  those  limits  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  parties  to 
the  instrument  only.  It  could  not  affect  the  rights  of  any  other  power 
under  the  law  of  nations.  It  seems  that  the  peculiarity  of  the  clause 
adverted  to  attracted  the  notice  of  the  British  Government.  A  copy  of 
the  reply  of  this  Department  upon  the  subject  is  herewith  enclosed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward, 

[Secretary  of  State.^ 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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[Endorsement.] 

Inform  commander  of  West  Gulf  Squadron  that  the  treaty  stipula- 
tion applies  only  to  the  two  countries  and  does  not  disturb  interna- 
tional law  as  regards  other  powers. 

[EncloMire.] 

Department  of  State, 

Wa^/n'ngton^  Aiu/vst  19 ^  1848. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  30th  April  last 
objecting  on  behalf  of  the  British  Government  to  that  clause  in  the 
fifth  article  of  the  late  treaty  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States, 
by  which  it  is  declared  that  ''the  boundary  line  between  the  two  repub- 
lics shall  commence  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  3  leagues  from  land," 
instead  of  1  league  from  land,  which  you  observe  is  acknowledged  by 
intei*national  law  and  practice  as  the  extent  of  territorial  jurisaiction 
over  the  sea  that  washes  the  coasts  of  States. 

In  answer  I  have  to  state  that  the  stipulation  in  the  treaty  can  only 
affect  the  rights  of  Mexico  and  the  United  States.  If,  for  their  mutual 
convenience,  it  has  been  deemed  proper  to  enter  into  such  an  arrange- 
ment, third  parties  can  have  no  just  cause  of  complaint.  The  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  never  intended  by  this  stipulation  to  ques- 
tion the  rights  which  Great  Britain  or  any  other  power  may  possess 
under  the  law  of  nations. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance 
of  my  high  consideration. 

James  Buchanan. 

John  F.  Crampton,  Esq.,  etc. 


Jnstructums  from  C*ymviodore  Bell^  U  ._S,  Navy^  to  Captain  Golds- 
borough^  U.  S,  Navtj^  cominandlmj  U,  S,  S,  Colorado^  In  view  of 
sichiess  reported  on  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Nev)  Orleans^  Septet  ah  r  3^  1S6S, 

Dear  Cai^tain:  I  am  distressed  to  hear  of  sickness  being  in  the 
Colorado  and  at  Pensacola.  There  being  no  separate  accommodations 
to  assign  you  there  for  the  reception  of  your  sick,  I  know  of  nothing 
better  to  be  done  than  for  3'ou  to  cruise  offshore,  keeping  \'our  sick 
and  their  clothes  separate  from  the  crew,  say  in  the  launch  on  the 
spar  deck. 

1  shall  send  your  report  to  the  Department  by  the  first  steamer. 

Look  out  for  the  blockade  as  well  us  3'ou  can. 

As  you  are  in  quarantine,  please  excuse  me  for  sending  some  impor- 
tant papers,  description  of  blockade  runners,  to  Captain  Marchand 
to  copy  and  then  give  you  the  original.  Two  famous  rams  are  named, 
for  which  you  should  be  on  the  lookout. 

Please  let  the  Eugenie  take  a  dispatch  to  Commodore  Smith  to  send 
coal  and  provision  vessels  to  Ship  Island  for  j'ou. 

I  have  no  vessels  here  ready  loaded.  You  should  coal  at  the  Pensa- 
cola wharf  without  communic*ating,  hauling  off  and  proceeding  to  sea 
without  waiting. 
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You  will  please  have  no  communication  with  the  supply  steamer 
daily  expected,  except  verbal. 
I  will  send  you  the  Gertrvde  for  blockading  about  Monday. 
Please  keep  her  cruising  about  75  miles  to  the  southward  and  east- 
ward from  Mobile  Bar.     1  would  thank  j'ou  to  send  the  Eugenie  to 
the  lake  [Pontchartrain]  frequently,  provided  they  don't  quarantine 
her.     If  they  should  do  that,  let  her  have  orders  to  send  me  word  or 
her  letters,  and  then  return  to  you. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Comdg,  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem. 

Captain  John  R.  Goldsborougii, 

IL  S,  S.  Colorado, 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell^  L\  S.  Navy^  to  Captain  Marchand^  U.  S, 
Navy^  eommandhio  U.  S,  S,  Lacka/manna^  to  forward  copies  of 
papers  for  the  U.  S.  jS\  Colorado  in  quarantiji^. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans^  September  3^  1863. 

Sir:  The  Colorado  being  in  quarantine,  I  have  departed  from  the 
usual  course  and  enclosed  to  yourself,  second  in  command  off  Mobile, 
some  ^'Description  of  blockade  runners,"  forwarded  by  the  Navy 
Department. 

You  wdll  please  have  copies  taken  of  them  for  the  use  of  the  fleet 
in  that  direction  and  send  the  originals  on  board  to  Captain  Golds- 
borough,  the  senior  officer,  to  whom  I  have  explained  this  proceeding. 
I  will  send  you  by  the  steamer  Gertrude  the  articles  required  by  your 
requisition.-!). 

1  trust  you  will  all  try  to  keep  sickness  out  of  your  vessels. 
I  am.  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Co)iinUHlort^^  Comdg,  West  Gulf  Bloclcadmg  Squadron  pro  tem, 

CapUiin  John  R.  Marchand, 

[L  S.  S.  Lnchnnanna, 


Gtaeral  Instructions  from  Commodore  Bell^  U.   S.  Navy^  to  Captain 
Gi(li-'<^  (  .  A  Navy^  annmnnding  U,  S.  aS.  Osstpee, 

V.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pexsacola, 

Netr  Orlea7is^  September  3^  1863, 

Sir:  Upon  your  arriving  off  Galveston  and  assuming  command  there, 
you  will  please  dispatch  Captain  Mullany  in  the  Bienville  to  put  the 
recruiti^  for  the  bark  W.  G.  Anderson  on  board  of  her  off  Aransas, 
and  thence  to  Tainpico,  in  fulfillment  of  his  instructions.  Upon  the 
arrival  off  Galveston  of  the  Princess  Royal^  commander  M.  [B.J  Wool- 
sev,  dispatch  the  Tennessee  to  this  port,  forwarding  by  her  Commander 
Woolsey's  report  of  things  at  Rio  Grande. 

The  bark  W  G.  Anderson  will  be  ordered  from  Aransas  to  this  sta- 
tion when  the  Bienville  goes  down. 
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The  three-masted  schooner  Kittatinny^  Acting  Master  Commandiiif^ 
Isaac  D.  Seyburn,  is  here  and  will  sail  immediatel}'-  to  blockade  from 
Corpus  Chnsti  to  Pass  Cavallo,  in  place  of  thelmrk  J.n(/€r«ow,  and  the 
brig  Bohio^  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  D.  Roath,  commanding, 
to  blockade  from  rass  Cavallo  to  Rio  Brazos. 

You  will  look  out  for  San  Luis  Pass  by  vessels  from  Galveston  Bar. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Edward  E.  Potter,  of  the  gunboat  New 
London^  having  applied  for  a  medical  survey,  you  will  please  order 
one  if  you  consider  his  case  as  requiring  immediate  action. 

Three  hundred  and  ninety  tons  coal  have  been  sent  in  brig  Itasca  to 
Gralveston  Bar,  and  schooner  Manha^set  sailed  to-day  with  325  tons 
for  the  Clifton^  Arizona^  and  Sacliem^  ordered  immediately  into  Sabine 
River. 

The  Seniinole  and  other  steamers  must  go  to  Galveston  for  coal  and 
supplies  of  all  kinds. 

X  our  supplies  of  every  description  will  be  sent  to  you  off  Galveston, 
and  you  will  be  pleased  to  keep  me  timely  informed  of  the  wants  of 
the  vessels  under  your  command. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  CanuiUj.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  j>t*o  tettu 


Captain  John  P.  Gillis, 

Comviandlng  U,  S,  Ste 


am  Slooj}  Ossipee. 


Instnictiaiis from  Commodore  Bell^    U.  S.  Navy^  to  Captain   Oillis^ 
U*  S,  JVavy^  upon  assuming  cor/nntmd  of  the  Galveston  hlockade, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans^  September  S^  1863, 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  Osslpee  is  ready  for  sea  proceed  in  her  to  Gal- 
veston Bar,  agreeabl}'  to  the  orders  of  Rear- Admiral  Farra^ut,  July 
28, 1863.  Commander  J.  R.  fivl.]  ]\Iullany,  U.  S.  S.  Bienville^  is  in 
command  off  Galveston;  he  will  inform  you  as  to  the  disposition  of 
the  vessels  on  blockade  off"  the  coast  of  Texas,  and  also  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  enemy,  particularly  about  the  harbor  of  Galveston,  its  land 
and  water  defenses,  including  the  rams  and  steamboats,  about  which 
I  have  to  rcMjuestyouto  inform  yourself  minutely,  as  active  operations 
will  probably  be  made  in  that  direction  ere  long. 

With  this  view  I  have  to  request  you  to  employ  Mr.  Davis  and  the 
other  pilots  to  sound  out  anew  the  outer  bars  and  channels  leading 
toward  the  forts,  and  if  necessary  to  establish  some  small  buoys  to 
guide  them. 

We  can  not  anticipate  the  movements  of  the  army,  but  when  you 
have  a  knowledge  of  them,  however  informally,  it  is  trusted  that  you 
will  give  them  the  cordial  cooperation  of  the  force  under  your 
command. 

If  the  movement  against  Sabine  Pass  should  be  successful,  send  the 
Owasco  to  this  ix)rt  and  employ  the  JVon  Zond^>?i  at  j^our  discretion, 
but  you  will  please  keep  her  and  the  gun])oats  always  ready  for  going 
into  Galveston  Bav,  when  the  army  is  prepared  for  that  attack. 

The  Owasco  and  New  London  are  off  Sabine  Pass.  Bienville^  Ten- 
nessee^ Katahdin^  and  Cay^Kja  are  off  (lalveston.  Bark  W,  G.  Ander- 
son  is  off  Aransas  and  Corpus  Christi. 
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The  steamer  Granite  City  sails  to-morrow  to  cruise  oflf  the  coast  from 
Kio  Grande  to  longitude  95^  W.  and  latitude  28^  N. 

The  Seminole  is  stationed  off  the  Rio  Grande,  to  look  after  the  con- 
trabandists trading  there,  and  running  into  Brazos  Santiago.  As  the 
Bienville  will  visit  Tampico,  you  can  send  a  vessel  there  some  other 
time  agreeably  to  the  admiral's  instructions,  to  confer  with  the  U.  S. 
consul  at  that  port,  but  to  exercise  his  own  judgment  as  to  the  neces- 
sity of  remaining  there. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Conidg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pi*o  tern. 

Captain  John  P.  Gillis, 

Commanding  XT,  S,  S,  Ossipee. 


Order  of  Cmafnodore  Bell^  U,  S.  Navy^  to  Commander  Mullany^  U.  S. 
IS^avy^  to  proceed  to  Tampico  to  investigate  conditions  there, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Of  New  Orleans,  September  3,  1863. 

Sir:  After  Captain  Gillis  shall  have  assumed  the  command  off  Gal- 
veston Bar,  you  will  receive  from  the  Ossipee  the  recruits  (with  their 
accounts)  drafted  for  the  bark  W.  G.  Anderson,  and  put  them  on  board 
of  her  off  Aransas  Pass. 

You  will  next  show  yourself  off  the  Rio  Grande  and  communicate 
with  Commander  Rolando,  of  the  Seminole, 

Next  proceed  off  Tampico  Bar  and  visit  Mr.  Franklin  Chase,  U.  S. 
consul  at  that  place,  who  has  represented  that  the  presence  of  a  man- 
of-war  is  necessary  for  the  protection  of  our  interests  there.  Of  that 
I  wish  you  to  form  an  opinion  for  yourself. 

Please  announce  your  arrival  to  him  by  letter,  and  enquire  particu- 
larly whether  the  rights  of  the  United  States  have  been  violated,  in 
order  that  his  facts  may  be  stated. 

If  your  presence  there  should  not  be  necessary,  you  will  proceed  to 
this  port  to  have  the  needful  repairs  made  upon  your  rudder. 

The  French  exercise  belligerent  rights  on  that  coast,  and  are  in  pos- 
session of  Tampico. 

I  am,  verv  respectfully, 

H.  H.  BeLl, 
Commodore,  Comdg,  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pyro  tern. 

Captain  John  R.  M.  Mullany, 

U.  S,  S,  BienvUle. 


Ord^^rof  Cmnmodore^Bell,  U,  S.  Na^)\/,to  Actiiig  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
lioath,  U,  S.  Navy,  commanding  L',  S,  lyrig  Bohio,  to  proceed  to  duty 
on  the  hlockade  of  Teocas, 

U.  S.  Steam  Six)op  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  Septetnber  3,  1S63. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  you  are  read}'  for  sea,  having  on  board  a  supply  of 

?rovisions  for  three  months,  you  will  proceed  to  blockade  the  coast  of 
exas,  extending  from  Corpus  Christi  to  Pass  Cavallo. 
Two  steamers  are  said  to  be  in  Brazos  River  and  two  at  Lavaca^ 
prepared  to  go  out  to  attack  the  sail  vessels  on  bloefcidLfc.    Xq.>x V^ 
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keep  on  your  guard  against  them;  they  can  venture  out  only  in  calm 
weather. 

You  will  closely  examine  every  merchant  vessel  you  may  meet  with, 
and  will  seize  and  send  into  port  for  adjudication  ever}'^  vessel  of  whose 
character  you  may  have  a  reasonable  doubt,  taking  care  to  secure  and 
send  under  seal  to  the  judge  all  the  papers  and  proofs  you  may  have 
of  her  illegal  character. 

Her  log  books  and  charts  and  reckonings  should  be  carefully  sealed 
and  sent  to  the  judge,  or  the  absence  of  these  distinctly  stated. 

It  is  inexcusable  for  a  vessel  to  be  much  out  of  her  latitude. 

A  foreign  ship  of  war  has  no  right  to  cruise  inside  of  you  unless 
vou  keep  off  too  far  from  the  coast.  Always  run  inside  of  them  after 
having  satisfied  yourself  of  their  true  character. 

First  report  yourself  off  Galveston  to  the  senior  officer  in  command 
there,  showing  him  your  orders  before  proceeding  on  your  cruise. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Comnwdore^dyradg,  West  Gidf  liJockading  Sqxiadron pro  tern. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  D.  Roath, 

U.  S,  Brig  Bohio. 

[Like  order  of  same  date  to  Acting  Master  Isaac  D.  Seyburn,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  schooner  Kittatinny^  to  cruise  between  Pass 
Cavallo  and  Brazos  River.] 

Order  of  Commodore  Bell^  U,  S,  JVavu,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Crocker^  U.  S,  Navy^  regarding  the  disposition  of  cotton  taJcsn  on 
the  steamer  Queen  of  the  West. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

iV^/;  Orleans,  Septetnher  <^,  1S63. 

Sir:  You  will  send  to  New  Orleans  by  railway  the  cotton  which  was 
taken  by  the  U.  S.  Navy  from  the  Queen  of  the  West  at  the  time  of 
her  destruction  (about  April  last)  ana  have  the  same  delivered  to  the 
United  States  prize  commissioner  at  New  Orleans,  giving  him  a  his- 
tory of  the  said  cotton. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

II.  II.  Bell, 
Oftnmodore^  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Sfjuadro?i  pro  tern. 

Captain  Frederick  Crocker, 

f\  S.  S.  Clifton^  Brashear  City, 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell^    U.    S.  JVary^  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Henry ^  V.  S.  N^avy^  commanding  TI,  S,  S.  Tennessee. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Xcir  Orleans^  Septemher  ,^,  1S63, 

Sir:  Turn  oyer  the  command  of  the  Tennessee  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  George  Wiggin,  and  hold  yourself  ready  for  other  Auiy. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  II.  Bell^ 
Commodore,  Comdg,  W(st  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern, 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W.  Henry, 

U.  S.  S.  Tennessee. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Bell^  U.  S.  Navy^  transmitting  r^^t  of  the 
appearance  of  malignant  disease  on  hoard  the  U.  S.  S.  ColoraacK 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pen8acx)la, 
JVew  Orleans,  September  ^,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  report  forwarded  to  me 
by  Captain  John  R.  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  S.  Col<yrado,  off  Mobile  Bar, 
from  Surgeon  J.  D.  Miller,  of  that  ship. 

Captain  Goldsborough  states  that  "a  disease  in  every  appearance  as 
malignant  and  of  the  same  type  has  made  its  appearance  in  I^ensacola" 
(nav}^  yard,  I  suppose).     ''  How  fatal  it  has  been  1  am  not  informed." 

Considering  the  circumscribed  limits  of  our  occupation  at  the  navy 
yard  and  the  forts,  I  do  not  know  of  any  separate  accommodations  that 
could  be  prepared  there  for  the  sick  of  the  Colorado.  I  have  conse- 
quently directed  Captain  Goldsborough  to  cruise  off  the  coast  and  have 
no  intercourse  with  any  of  the  fleet  until  the  Navy  Department  can  be 
heard  from  in  reference  to  his  ship.  Assistant  Surgeon  Chalmers, 
who  brought  me  the  dispatch  from  the  Colorado,  expressed  the  belief 
that  the  disorder  came  from  the  chartered  schooner  Enchantress,  which 
had  delivered  stores  at  the  navy  yard,  Pensacola,  as  well  as  on  board 
of  the  Colorado,  the  paymaster's  clerk  and  some  marines  having  been 
the  first  victims,  the  latter  standing  post  near  the  storeroom.  I  may 
add  in  confirmation  of  that  belief  that  a  fatal  disorder  of  the  same 
character  appeared  on  board  the  Enchantress  after  her  arrival  here 
with  stores,  her  captain  having  died  of  it  and  the  mate  having  been 
taken  down  with  tne  same  fever.  But  I  am  happj^  to  state  that  no 
such  disorder  has  3  et  appeared  on  board  the  vessels  here. 

The  Colorado  is  understood  to  l>e  most  carefully  policed  and  venti- 
lated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Corndg.  ^yest  G id f  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem. 

Hon.  GiDEOx  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ^  Washl))gt(nu  /A  C 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

OffMohile,  September  1, 1863. 

Sir:  It  becomes  ni}'  dut}^  to  state  that  a  highly  malignant  disease, 
resembling  in  some  respects  yellow  fever,  has  made  it«  appearance  in 
this  ship.  Four  faUil  cases  have  occurred;  three  within  the  last  ten 
days  and  two  others  now  threaten  a  like  termination.  The  last  cases 
are  the  most  aggravated  in  their  features. 

If,  in  addition  to  this  statement,  it  is  proper  for  me  to  express  an 
opinion,  it  would  be  to  recommend  you  to  take  the  Colorimo  away 
from  this  coast  for  a  few  days  until  more  is  known  about  the  nature 
and  progress  of  this  disease. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  3^our  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  Miller, 

Surgeon. 
Captain  John  R.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  Division  West  Gulf  Bl^Kkxiding  Sqadron. 
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Report  of  Cominodore  JBeU^  U.  S.  Niavy^  regarding  the  movements  of 

certain  United  States  vessels. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensaoola, 
^ew  Orleans^  September  4,  JS63, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  tx)  report  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Gertrude^  Acting 
Master  W.  K.  Cressy,  arrivea  on  this  station  and  reported  on  the  2l8t 
August,  requiring  repairs  on  machinery;  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Granite 
City^  Acting  Master  C.  W.  Lamson,  arrived  on  the  27th  August  and 
sailed  to-day  for  Sabine  Pass;  both  of  these  steamers  having  been 
detained  in  quarantine. 

The  U.  S.  BchoouQv  Kittatvnny^  Acting  Master  Isaac  D.  Seybum, 
arrived  on  the  8d  instant  and  will  sail  immediately  for  blockade  serv- 
ice, coast  of  Texas.  The  U.  S.  storeship  Courier  arrived  on  the  27th 
August  and  sailed  to-day  for  New  York. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Comdg,  West  G^df  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Wa8hingto7i^  D.  (7. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell^  U.  S,Navy^  regarding  the  movements  cund 
condition  of  certain  'vessels  on  tJie  Texas  hlockad-e, 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
Off  New  Orleans^  September  5,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  8. 
Serainole^  Commander  Eolando,  left  this  for  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  1st 
instant  to  look  after  contraband  traders  and  blockade  runners  at  that 
point,  and  that  Captain  John  P.  Gillis,  U.  S.  S.  Ossipee^  left  yesterday 
morning  for  Galveston  Bar,  and  will  send  hither  the  Bienville  to 
receive  some  indispensable  repairs  instead  of  going  to  Pensacola, 
where  a  fatal  malady  is  said  to  prevail.  I  sent  orders  for  the  Bien- 
ville to  proceed  first  to  Tampico  and  communicate  with  the  U.  S.  con- 
sul before  I  was  made  aware  of  that  vessel's  crippled  condition. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal  came  up  yesterday  from  Galveston,  her 
main  pillow  block  broken,  and  attended  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Tennessee  to 
assist  ner. 

The  Sciota^  Kennehec^  Pinola^  Virginia^  AlhatroHS^  and  AnUma  are 
undergoing  extensive  repairs;  the  Gertrude^  just  out,  is  also  receiving 
repairs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  o>>edient  servant, 

H.  11.  Bell, 
Commodore.  Ccundg,  TIV.*^  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tein. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington  City. 


Report  of  CohiinandarWoolsey^  V.  S.  Navy^  cotnniandinq  U*  S,  S* 
T^incess  Royal^  covtring  the  operations  of  that  vessel  from  August 
10,1863. 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Hoyal, 

Nein  Orleans^  September  -5,  1863, 

Sir:  Having  returned  from  the  Rio  Grande  via  Galveston,  in  tow  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Tennessee^  I  respectfully  report  as  follows: 


My  report  to  tbc  senior  officer  off  Galveston  of  August  10  givea  the 

Eartioulars  conceroiDg  the  SirWif/ia/n  Peel,  On  the  10th  ultimo 
pieutenant  McKay  and  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Stevenson  returned 
from  Matamoras,  and  that  afternoon  the  governor  visited  rae,  in  com- 
pany with  the  captain  of  the  port,  and  assured  lue  that  according  to 
the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  the  boundary  line  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico  commenced  at  the  entrance  of  the  channel  of  the 
Rio  Grande.  This  placed  it  some  hundred  yards  farther  north  than  I 
supposed,  US  the  channel  turns  to  the  noithward  from  the  point  of 
lana  forming  the  visible  entrance  of  the  river.  The  governor  offered 
to  f^end  me  a  copy  of  the  treaty,  which  promise  was  never  complied 
with.  Upon  the  departure  of  the  governor  I  saluted  him  with  fifteen 
guns  and  the  Mexican  flag  at  the  fore.  On  the  same  day  {11th)  I  seized 
Wie  hermaphrodite  brig  Atlantic  of  Nassau,  [New  Providence].  The 
particulars  are  contained  in  my  report  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  which  is  forwarded  through  you.  If  the  prize  does  not 
arrive  I  will  forwaid  a  copy  of  the  same.  On  the  12th  ultimo  I  seized 
the  schooner  Flying  Scud,  under  circumstances  fully  set  forth  in  my 
report  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  you  will  receive 
to-day,  that  vessel  having  arrived.  Not  having  men  to  spare  from 
this  snip  for  a  prize  <;rew,  I  divided  the  crew  of  the  Flying  Scud  and 
sent  five  of  them  up  in  the  Beriintda,  with  ordere  to  Acting  Master 
Commanding  Smith  to  deliver  them  up  to  the  flagship  at  New  Orleans 
and  to  report  the  circumstance  to  you.  T)\%  Atlantic  &aA  Flying  Send 
both  sailed  for  New  Orleans  on  the  14th. 

The  following  vessels  mentioned  in  your  instructions  to  me  were 
lying  in  Mexican  waters  and  beyond  my  reach,  viz:  The  Sir  William 
■  Peel,FdiBfird Hawkins,  and  GladUitor.  They  were  all  receiving  cotton 
when  I  left  and  while  I  was  there.  The  Sea  Queen  had  sailed  some 
time  before  my  arrival.  The  Celt  was  lying  on  our  side  at  the  time; 
1  therefore  searched  her  and  kept  a  guard  on  board  her  until  the 
supercargo  could  go  to  Matamoras  and  procure  her  papers.  The 
vessel  was  empty,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  quantity  of  copper 
shipped  from  Matamoras.  The  papers  were  produced,  examined  on 
board  this  vea.sel,  and  found  to  bo  correct.  I  then  removed  the  guard, 
having  failed  to  procure  any  evidence  to  convict  her,  though  there  is 
no  douht  that  she  brought  goods  for  the  rebels.  The  consul  endeav- 
ored to  procure  evidence  against  her.  but  without  success.  I  have  no 
reason  for  believing  that  any  vessel  lying  in  Mexican  waters  is  fitting 
for  a  privateer.  I  went  tnere  with  suspicions  with  regard  to  the 
SirWilliam  Peel,  but  after  much  scrutiny,  cautious  enquiry,  and  con- 
sultation with  the  U.  S.  consul,  I  was  satisfied  that  she  is  not  intended  ^^ 
for  any  such  purpose.  I  believe  she  is  entirelv  unfit  for  it.  She  is  ^^H 
an  old  vessel,  broken-backed,  and  representee!  as  being  slow;  her  ^^H 
machinery  is  also  exposed.  ^^H 

On  the  14th  ultimo,  being  nearly  out  of  coal,  I  left  the  Cayuga  in 
charge  and  went  to  Galveston  for  a  supply.     I  i-eceived  90  tons  and 
returned,  arriving  off  Rio  Grande  at  8  a.  in.,  ISth.     1  found  the  bark 
And^son  lying  there,  which  vessel  I  had  looked  for  on  my  way  down.        ^^ 
Immediately  upon  my  arrival,  I  received  a  letter  from  her  Britannic       ^^| 
Maiesty^s  acting  vice-consul  at  Matamoras,  a  cop}'  of  which  1  respect-      ^^| 
fully  forward  with  this,  together  with  my  reply.  ^^| 

I         On  the  20th,  the  Cayugaoemg  nearly  out  of  coal,  I  sent  her  to  Gal-      ^^| 
veston  for  a  supply.    On  the  22d  the  accident  occurred  which  I  have      ^^| 
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detailed  in  another  report.  The  vessel  being  very  near  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  I  Het  m^^self  to  work  to  get  her  offshore,  which  I  did,  after 
being  forced  to  cbibhaul,  using  our  only  kedge  and  a  6-ineh  towline. 
1  then  sent  Lieutenant  McKay  to  Gralveston  in  a  schooner  (which  I 
hin^d  for  that  purpose  at  the  rate  of  $50  per  day)  to  make  known  our 
Hituation.  I  considered  this  precaution  necessary  for  the  following 
reasons,  viz:  I  had  discovered  that  this  vessel  was  entirely  helpless 
under  canvas;  I  knew  that  the  rebels  possessed  the  means  of  fitting 
out  an  expedition  against  us  indepenaently  of  two  mailed  steamers 
lying  in  Tass  Cavallo,  and  that  the  presence  of  a  steamer  here  in  our 
stead  was  necessary.  On  the  24tli  T  succeeded  in  purchasing  from  the 
Am(»Tican  bark  Mary  Rtmtly^  for  the  sum  of  $55,  four  hard-wood 
stanchions  out  of  her  hold  and  two  spare  spars.  The  forge  was  rigged 
and  the  engineers  commenced  the  temporary  repairs  of«the  engines. 

On  the  night  of  the  2(>th  the  TenneHsee  arrived  with  orders  to  tow 
this  vessel  up  and  for  the  bark  Andersrm  to  return  to  her  station.  I 
ordered  the  captain  of  the  Anderson  to  pay  bills,  get  my  hawser  and 
k(Hlge,  and  sail  for  his  station  the  next  morning;  then  took  the  hawser 
of  the  T('rm<mt'(',  I  respectfully  forward  herewith  copies  of  some 
correspondence  which  occurrea  while  at  Rio  (Jrande.  The  rules 
()bs(»rved  by  th(»  Prlnvens  lioyal^  a  copy  of  which  1  sent  to  the  consul, 
1  requested  him  in  a  private  note  not  to  publish  nor  to  show,  except- 
ing privately  and  'confidentially,  as  they  w^ere  null  and  void  unless 
approv(>d  by  the  commander  in  chief. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  \'our  obedient  servant, 

M.    B.    WOOLSEY, 

Commander, 

Commodore  Hknuy  H.  I^ell, 

Commanding   Went  Oalf  JiltK'l^adlnfj  Squadron, 


I^iittrfrotn  the  St'cretary  t{f  State  to  thr  Sfvrttary  of  the  ^ai^y^  trans- 
nutting  dli^^Hitchfrom  the  l\  S,  confiul  at  Matamoron, 

Department  of  State, 
Wa^hlngton^  September  o,,  1S63, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a 
dis|)atch  dated  21st  Julv  last  (No.  19)  from  L.  Pierce,  jr..  givmg  the 
names  of  certain  English  vessels  engaged  to  carry  cotton  for  rebels 
fn>m  that  place  to  Europe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  lie,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward. 

Hon.  CiiuEON  Welles, 

Secrttary  of  the  Sary. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  8.  CONSl'LATE. 

Jfatamora^^  Jidy  21,,  1S63. 

Sir:  On  the  15th  instant  the  rebel  General  Bee,  commanding  the 
western  frontier  of  Texas,  issued  an  order  prohibiting  any  more  cot- 
ton cn^ng  the  Rio  (irande,  at  the  same  time  calling  a  meeting  of  the 
owners  or  agents  of  the  owners  of  all  the  cotton  in  Brownsville  or  its 
vicinity. 
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At  the  meeting  General  Bee  stated  to  the  merchants  that  the  Con- 
federate Government  had  a  large  stock  of  cotton  on  the  way  out,  but 
as  it  would  not  reach  the  frontier  for  some  sixty  days,  and  it  was  very 
necessary  that  they  should  have  cotton  to  send  to  Europe  immediatelv, 
that  he  would  borrow  one-fifth  of  all  that  was  in  the  vicinity  of  tne 
crossing.  The  Texas  merchants  have  submitted,  and  I  believe  that 
some  of  the  foreigners  have  also. 

To  carry  this  cotton  to  Europe  the  British  steamers  Sea  Queen  and 
Sir  William  Peel  and  the  sailing  ship  Gladiator  (also  British)  have 
been  engaged  and  are  now  loading. 

All  of  these  vessels  were  consigned  to  rebel  agents  in  this  city,  and 
the  larger  part  of  their  cargoes  had  been  sent  forward  for  rebel  con- 
sifmption.     A  great  many  army  blankets,  which  were  brought  here  in 
these  steamers  and  also  stored  here,  to  be  sent  forward  in  the  fall. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  Pierce,  Jr., 

United  States  Consvl. 
The  Secretary  of  State, 

Washington^  D.  C. 


Order  of  Cam tnander  Midlany^  U,  S,  JVant/^  to  Lieutenant- Co7nmander 
Dana^  U,  S,  Narry^  cowmanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Cayuga^  to  proceed  to 
blockade  duty  off  Sabine  Pass, 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
()f  Galveston^  Tex, ,  Septeviber  6,  1868. 

Sir:  You  will  please  till  up  your  (!oal  and  then  proceed,  with  the 
Cayuga  under  your  command,  with  all  dispatch  to  the  blockading 
station  off  Sabine  Pass. 

You  are  expected  to  keep  up  as  rigid  a  blockade  as  circumstances 
will  admit  of. 

When  3  on  find  your  coal  getting  low,  you  are  authorized  to  return 
here  for  a  fresh  supply. 

Very  respectfulh- ,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  MULLANY, 

(bnwiunder  and  Senior  Oficer  Present, 

Lieutenant-Commander  Wm.  H.  Dana, 

Commanding  U,  S,  S,  Cayuga, 


Report  of  Lleufena)U-  Co)nmander  Gamble,^  U,  S,  Navy^  commanding 
iJ,  S,  S.  Pocaho7ita.'<^  regarding  gale  encountered  by  that  vessel 
en  route  from  yew  Orleans  to  Philadelphia, 

U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas, 
Philadelphia^  September  7,  1863, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  to-day  at  this  port  of  the 
V ,  S.  S.  Pocahontas  under  my  command.  In  compliance  with  orders 
from  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  commandingWestern  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron,  I  sailed  from  New  Orleans  for  Philadelphia  at  noon  on  the 
19th  of  August,  crossed  the  bar  at  South  West  Pass  at  6:30  a.  m»  tlaa, 
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Lilst.  At  +  p.  III.,  the  27th,  in  latitude  33°  50'  N.,  longitude  77°  WJ| 
wind  was.  and  had  been  for  sixteen  hours,  blowing  a  gale  from  the 
S.  E.,  sea  very  heavy;  it  suddenly  veered  to  nortli  and  for  one  hour 
blew  a  lierce  hurricane:  ship  labored  heavily,  leaked  badlj',  and  fell 
off  in  the  trough  of  the  sea.  A  tarpaulin  was  at  once  placed  in  the 
weather  main  rigging,  which  brought  the  ship  to  4  points.  My  port 
iiuarter  boat  was  stove  by  the  force  of  the  wind,  and  the  starboard  one 
by  the  sen.  At  4:30  the  smokestack  was  blown  down,  falling  in  the 
weather  waist,  happily  injuring  no  one;  in  Bfteen  minutes  after  the 
water  was  above  the  fire-room  floor.  Ordered,  if  possible,  to  keep 
sufficient  steam  to  work  our  Worthington  pump,  which  waa  done,  ana 
we  were  enabled  to  prevent  its  gaining.  The  wind  continued  to  blow 
too  fresh  and  the  sea  was  too  rough  to  attempt  to  raise  the  stack  that 
afternoon  or  night,  but  the  next  morning  all  hands  in  the  engineer's 
department  were  put  to  work  to  cut  off  two  sections  (one-half)  [of] 
.  the  stack,  which  was  accomplished  by  noon.  At  1  p.  m.  commenced 
to  raise,  place,  and  secure  the  stack  as  be^st  we  could.  The  U.  S,  S. 
Mary  Sanford  at  this  time  approached  within  hail;  her  commander 
came  on  board,  when  I  requested  him  to  lie  near  me  until  I  made 
steam;  hedidso.  At  3:30  westartedahead;  found  the  draft  materially 
lessened;  we  made  poor  headway,  which  determined  me  to  steer  for 
Beaufort,  N.  0.,  for  coal,  as  we  had  but  two  days'  allowance  oh  hand. 
I  arrived  and  anchored  in  Beaufort  Harbor  the  next  morning,  29th, 
coaled  the  same  day  from  the  bark  MetcnlJ',  and,  by  Commander 
Lynch's  permission,  placed  on  board  of  her  the  portion  of  the  stack 
wnich,  from  it^s  size  and  weight,  greatly  encumbered  my  gangway. 
1  did  not  sail  from  Beaufort  until  the  morning  of  the  4th,  id  conse- 

Jjuence  of  a  northeast  gale  blowing.  The  Lf.  S.  steamers  Quaker  City,^ 
or  Philadelphia,  and  the  CimnecHciif,  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Ariea  in  toir9 
(disabled)  for  Hampton  Roads,  followed  me  out  about  an  hour  later.! 
When  off  Cape  LooKout  Shoals,  signals  were  exchanged  between  th«9 
Quaker  City&nA  Coninxtieut,  but  I  was  too  distant  to  make  themout;f 
later  the  Quaker  City  stood  back  and  the  Omnecticut  appeared  tol 
resume  her  course. 

I  would  express  the  opinion  that  had  the  hurricane  of  the  291 
instant  continued  with  unabated  force  much  longer  this  ship  could  □ 
have  outlived  it,  in  her  crippled  and  leaky  condition. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm,  M,  Gamble, 


Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  ,<f  the  Navy.  Wanhinyt^m,  D.  C. 


Lleatettant-  Commander, 


Joint  erpedltwH  to  Snhhi':  I'<us,  S,p/emher  7-S,  1863. 


U,  S,  S.  Pensacola, 
Of  New  Means,  September  S,  186S. 
Sir;  The  schooner  ManhasnH  is  sent  to  supply  the  vessels  at  Sabint^ 
Pass   with  coal.     You  will  detain  her  there  to  supply  the  Clifton^ 
Sofhem,  and  Arizona,  which  are  on  an  expedition  against  that  pass,? 
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having  only  a  small  quantity  of  coal  on  board,  in  order  to  maintain  a 
small  draft  of  water  for  inside  navigation. 

The  army  is  desirous  of  effecting  a  landing  there  in  the  course  of 
one  week,  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  navy  shall  first  master  the  place; 
the  army  transports,  being  river  boats,  may  then  run  in  without  aeten- 
tion  in  the  offing. 

As  all  possible  secrecy  is  to  be  observed,  you  will  please  manage  for 
one  of  your  vessels  to  meet  the  Clifton  out  of  sight  of  land,  when  one 
of  her  pilots  will  return  to  the  bar  with  vou,  and  you  will  please  allow 
liim  to  anchor  one  of  your  vessels  off  the  bar  in  such  a  position  as  he 
may  start  from  for  crossing  the  bar. 

You  are  requested  to  give  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  Crocker, 
the  senior  officer  engaged  on  that  service,  all  the  assistance  in  your 
power  to  insure  the  success  of  the  expedition. 

I  regret  extremely  that  the  great  araft  of  the  gunboats  blockading 
there  will  prevent  your  engaging  in  these  operations  and  in  conduct- 
ing them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Commanding, 

Lieutenant-Commander  John  Madigan, 

U,  S.  Gkmhoat  Owaaco^  off  Sahine  Pass. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  IT.  8.  Navy,  naming  veiieli  engaged. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans^  September  I^^  1863, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  Major-General 
Banks,  having  organized  a  force  of  4,000  men  under  Major-General 
Franklin  to  effect  a  landing  at  Sabine  .Pass  for  military  occupation, 
and  requested  the  cooperation  of  the  navy,  which  I  most  gladly  acceded 
to,  I  assigned  the  command  of  the  naval  force  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Frederick  Crocker,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Clifton,,  accom- 
panied by  the  steamer  Sachern,,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Amos 
Johnson;  U.  S.  S.  Arizona,,  Acting  Master  Howard  Tibbits;  and 
U.  S.  S.  Granite  City,,  Acting  Master  C.  W.  Lamson.  These  being 
the  only  available  vessels  of  sufficiently  light  draft  at  my  disposal  for 
that  service,  and  us  they  have  good  pilots,  1  have  no  doubt  the  force 
is  (|uite  sufficient  for  the  object.  The  defenses  ashore  and  afloat  are 
believed  to  consist  of  two  32-pounders  en  barbette,  and  a  battery  of 
fieldpieces,  and  two  bay  boats  converted  into  rams. 

It  was  concerted  with  General  Franklin  that  the  squadron  of  four 
gunboats,  under  the  command  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Crocker, 
shall  make  the  attack  alone,  assisted  by  about  180  sharpshooters  from 
the  army,  divided  an)ong  his  vessels;  and  having  driven  the  enemy 
from  his  defenses,  and  destroyed  or  driven  off  the  rams,  the  transports 
are  then  to  advance  and  land  their  troops. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  the  officers  and  crews  who  have  been  on 
blockade  there  can  not  participate  in  the  attack,  in  consequence  of 
the  excessive  draft  of  water  drawn  })V  their  vessels. 

The  New  London,,  drawing  9i  feet,  is  the  lightest  draft  of  all  the 


516  WEST  GULF   BLOCKADING   SQUADBOK. 

blockaders,  and  has  made  repeated  attempts  to  go  in  alone,  but  with- 
out success. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore^  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Sqvadron  pro  tenu 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secreta/ry  of  the  Navy^  WdshitigUm^  D.  C. 


[Telegnim.] 


Sir:  I  wish  to  see  you  and  Mr.  Taylor,  the  pilot,  without  delay. 
Respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell,  Commodore. 
Captain  Frederick  Crocker, 

U,  S,  8.  Gliftofi^  Braaheaa*  City. 


Order  of  Oommodore  BeU,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Matter  Lamion,  U.  8.  Havy,  commandiag 

IT.  8.  8.  Granite  City,  to  report  off  Sabine  Pass. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  PENSACoiiA, 

Off  New  Orleans^  September  If,^  1863, 

Sir:  Without  waiting  to  take  in  any  more  coal  you  will  proceed 
immediately  with  the  pilots  to  Sabine  rass  and  deliver  the  letters  for 
the  senior  officer  there  present. 

You  will  then  await  there  the  arrival  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten- 
ant Frederick  Crocker,  U.  S.  S.  Clifton^  with  army  transports,  and 
report  on  board  of  that  vessel  for  duty  with  the  Oranite  City  in  the 
^oine  River. 

He  will  supply  you  with  thirty  shai'pshooters  from  the  U.  S.  Army, 
for  whom  you  will  provide  accommodations. 

Your  orders  for  proceeding  on  a  cruise  are  hereby  revoked  for  the 
present,  but  to  be  resumed  as  soon  [as]  Captain  Crocker  can  dispense 
with  your  services. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

II.  H.  Bell, 
Com'mod<)Tt\  Commanding. 
Acting  Master  C.  W.  Lamson, 

n.  S.  S,  Granite  City, 


Order  of  Oommodore  Bell,  U.  8.  HaTj,  to  Acting  Master  Tibbits,  V.  8.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  8.  8.  Arisona,  to  convoy  army  transports  firom  Sonth  West  Pass. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans^  Septe)nhcr  ^^  1863, 

Sir:  Your  orders  for  going  into  Berwick  Bay  are  hereby  revoked. 

You  will  go  alongside  of  the  U.  S.  transport  Catawha  and  receive 
sharpshooters  for  the  gunboats  under  Captain  Crocker,  and  proceed  to 
the  South  West  Pass  and  there  wait  for  tne  arrival  of  V,  S.  tmnsports 
under  Brigadier-General  VVeitzel,  to  whom  you  will  report  yourself 
in  the  Amona  to  convoy  him. 
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When  he  is  reaiir  to  start,  prwced  with  convenient  speed  to  Atclia- 
falayu  Bay  into  li!  feet  water  and  thore  join  Ac-ting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant Frederick  Crocker,  in  the  GVifton,  and  then  proceed  under  hia 
orders. 

1  am,  very  reBpectfully, 

H.  H.  Bbi,!., 

Vommodore. 
Actinjr  Master  H.  Tibbits, 

/.'.  S.  S!.  Arh-ma,  -tf  Xeii^  Orlmiis. 

HemoTiuidnm  ard«r  of  Caminadore  BoU,  D,  S.  HaTy,  to  Acting  Yoluntear  LiBnMBBnt 
Croaker,  O.  B.  Havy, 

M>-m«T<iHd.i  ,,;■  „TruH.i'u,n>t^  Jur  tiihine  I-iim.     A  Half  morr  rM^.ruUd  for  Ihf  i,,u.U„,H 
;(  I  'aplniii  I  'nifkfr. 

Mr.  Taylor  will  proceed  to  Sabine  in  the  fh-milti-  City  and  arrange 
with  the  senior  niftcer  there  for  anchoring  one  of  his  vai^elM  close  to 
the  bar,  showinfr  li^fhts,  etc.;  the  other  ves.4el  to  haul  off  and  join  the 
convoy. 

Captain  Croeker  to  proceed  with  Clifton  and  Sachem  to  meet  the  \ 
Arizona  off  Herwlck  Bay,  accompanie<l  by  such  tranaports  us  General 
Franklin  may  appoint.  The  general  will  put  150  Bharpshooters  on 
board  the  Ai-is"ini,  to  be  divided  between  himself,  Clifton,  and  Sackmn, 
On  reaching  the  Sabine  Bar  at  night  Captain  Crocker  will  be  pre- 
pared to  proceed  straight  into  the  river,  calculating  to  be  in  by  day- 
tight,  when  he  will,  with  the  three  vessels  named,  make  the  attack  on 
the  fort,  or  pas.s  it.  an,  in  his  judgment,  may  be  best. 

Having  passed  the  fort,  run  right  upon  the  rams,  keeping  his  ves- 
sels in  compact  order  for  running  down  together  the  rams. 

Having  deMroyed  or  driven  the  rams,  Captain  Crocker  will  tnen 
turn  all  of  his  force  upon  the  fort  to  reduce  it  by  a  tlanking  fire  If 
possible;  but  to  reduce  it. 

5th.  Captain  Crockerwill  consult  with  General  Franklin  as  to  all  of 
his  movements,  time,  departure,  order  of  sailing,  etc.,  and  is  exjieeted 
to  act  in  full  accord  with  the  general  to  further  bis  plans. 


U.  S.  Stkam  Sixxjp  Ossihee, 
<lf  Calv>-xton,  Tn:.  Sfpt^r.h^-  7,  lli6;l. 

Sir:  We  looked  in  at  Sabine  Pans  en  rout«  to  this  anchorage.  Saw 
two  schooners  at  anchor  in  the  liver.  In  the  evening  one  of  our  gun- 
lioats  stood  in  from  the  eastward. 

On  arrival  here,  1  have  no  intelligence  of  the  Clifton,  Arizmia,  and 
Sachem,  nor  is  the  location  of  the  Kittatinny  or  Bohio  known.  Find 
at  anchor  off  (ialveston  the  JHenxillc,  (hmtfo,  Katahdin,  and  Niw 
Lond<m;  coal  vessels,  limi.'a  and  one  other.  The  i-ecruits  have  been 
delivered  on  board  their  respective  vessels;  the  Bienville  to  take  those 
for  bark  Anderstm. 

So  far  I  have  but  little,  if  any,  confidence  in  the  pilots  sent  on  Itoard 
at  New  Orleans.     They  were  entirely  at  fault  at  .Sabine  Pasa,ai\.dW  vA  ^ 
no  more  service  here,  can  not  l>e  relied  on. 
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I'lic  force  here  is  not  adequate  to  the  duties  expected  of  iL  It  is 
also  iiidisp<*iis}ihlo  to  have  a  dinimtch  vessel.  The  crews  of  vessels 
h('n',  1  learn,  have  suffered  in  health  from  want  of  fresh  provisions, 
and  are  depressed  in  spirit  on  account  of  their  isolated  condition,  which 
may  be  remedied  in  some  measure  by  receipt  of  letters  and  papers 
oci^asionally  from  the  North.  It  is  desirable  to  do  all  in  our  power 
for  efficiency  in  these  times,  regardle^is  of  self,  for  the  good  of  the 
gn»at  cause — Union. 

I  dispatch  the  BlenvRU  in  compliance  with  your  orders,  and  will 
expect  ner  to  return  at  an  early  day.     Will  send  for  the  Seminole. 

The  (hmnco  goes  to  Sabine  tass  and  will  proceed  thence,  when  the 
pass  is  oc(rupied,  as  you  direct.  The  Cayuga  left  for  that  portion  of 
the  blockade  l>efore  my  arrival  here. 

The  rel>els  are  at  work  on  a  new  battery  in  the  city  of  Gralveston. 

Would  not  the  San  Luis  Pass  be  a  better  place  for  landing  troops? 
The  Sabine  is  reported  much  strengthened  by  batteries. 

The  movements  or  intentions  of  the  army  are  unknown  to  me.  1 
presume  they  are  acquainted  with  the  defenses  and  obstructions  at 
Sabine  Pass,  and  the  defenseless  condition  of  San  Luis  Pass  within  20 
miles  of  (ialveston.  Their  coopenition  can  not  be  as  efficient  as  is 
desirable,  unless  there  had  }>een  or  is  to  be  some  consultation  in  regard 
to  movements. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.Inc.  p.  Gillis, 
iJa2>tain  and  Seriwr  Ojffirj^r  off  Galveston^  Tex. 

Commodore  H.  II.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

(himrumdhm  WeMte?*n  O id f  Squadron^  Neiv  OrleavH, 

September  9, — Since  writing  the  preceding,  the  Bienville  has  been 
overnauling  her  engines  and  coaling;  the  Kaf^hdln  has  also  had  her 
fires  hauled  to  make  repaii-s. 

This  morning,  7  a.  m.,  I  learn  with  much  regret  through  note  from 
General  Fninklin,  sent  by  Lieutenant  Williamson  in  transport  Poca- 
honta4<^  that  the  ClifUm  and  Sachem  were  captured  in  Sabine  Pass. 
Arhona^  in  attempting  to  get  out,  grounded  halfway  over  the  bar;  the 
(rvanltr  i^lty  and  transports  got  out,  with  the  exception  of  the  SU 
C%irlrs  and  CW^cent^  aground  on  bar. 

Troops  all  returning  to  New  Orleans,  the  PtKtahofUa^  with  500  men 
and  KM)  horses  in  want  of  water,  which  we  will  endeavor  to  supply: 
she  left  Sabine  Pass  yesterday  at  9  p.  m.  The  attack  was  made,  of 
which  you  are  doubtless  informed,  3:80  o'clock  to  5  p.  m.,  8th  instant. 
1  dispatch  the  BtmrUle  and  (hr^OHCo  to  the  assistance  of  vessels  there, 
and  have  only  the  Katahdln  and  AV?/»  London  left.  Would  it  not  be 
well  to  strengthen  this  blockade  at  once?  Some  of  the  vessels  off 
Mobile  may  be  spared. 

Very  rei^pectfully,  yours, 

•Inc.  p.  (jillis. 
Captain  and  Se7iio7*  Offeer  off  GalreaUm. 

Conunodore  H.  II.  Bell, 

Conidy,   Wenffrn  (ritlf  IiffH*hhj,  Squadron^  Xetc  Orleans, 

I  hear  the  rebels  had  published  in  their  papers  two  months  ago  that 
a  nud  was  to  be  made  on  Sabine  Pass,  and  have  been  increasing  their 
defenses. 
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Order  of  Oaptain  Oillis,  U.  8.  Havy,  to  Commander  Mullany,  U.  8.  Havy,  to  proceed  with 
the  TJ.  8.  iteameri  Bienville  and  Owaioo  to  8abine  Paii  to  render  aiiiitanoe. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 
Of  Galveston^  Tex.^  September  9,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  without  delay  with  the  BtenrriUe  and 
Owdsco  to  Sabine  Pass  and  render  all  assistance  in  your  power  to  our 
vessels  and  transports  there.  Some  are  a^^round  on  the  bar.  Send 
Owasco  as  soon  as  she  can  be  spared  to  New  Orleans,  with  dispatches 
for  Commodore  Bell.  You  will  return  to  this  anchorage  prior  to  ful- 
filling the  order  you  received  on  my  arrival  here.  A  vessel  may  be 
sent  from  New  Orleans  to  aid  the  Cayxiga  in  blockade  of  the  Sabine 
Pass. 

Very  respectfully,  3^our  obedient  servant, 

•[no.  p.  Gillis, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officet*  off  Galveston^  Tex. 

Commander,!.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

U,  S.  aS.  Bienville. 

Note. — Dispatched  (hcascc»  to  New  Orleans.  Detained  Arizona  and 
Granite  City  to  assist  in  blockading  off  Sabine  Pass,  by  order  of 
Captain  Gillis. 

J.  R.  M.  Mullany. 


Beport  of  Oommodore  BeU,  IT.  8.  Havy,  regarding  the  faUnre  of  the  expedition. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pen8acx)la, 
New  Orleans^  September  11^  1863. 

Sir:  It  is  my  unpleasant  duty  to  inform  the  Navy  Department  that 
the  expedition  to  Sabine  Pass,  referred  to  in  my  dispatch  No.  31,  has 
totally  failed. 

That  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frederick  Crocker,  commanding 
the  Clifton^  accompanied  by  the  Sachem ^  Ariztma^  and  Granite  City^ 
in  all  twenty -seven  guns,  entered  Sabine  River  on  the  8th  instant  and 
engaged  a  fort  of  six  guns;  and  after  a  fight  of  one  hour  the  Clifton 
and  Saohem  surrendered,  and  the  other  two  boats  escaped  from  the 
river. 

All  the  troops  have  returned  to  this  river  without  effecting  a  land- 
ing.    No  reix)rt  of  the  affair  has  been  made  to  me. 

I  received  the  information  from  Major-General  Banks  to-day,  who 
had  no  particulars. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodoiw  Comdg.  West  (hdf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nairy^  Washington , 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  Lientenant-Oommander  Madigan,  U.  8.  Havy, 
commanding  IT.  8.  8.  Owaico,  to  forward  fall  information  regarding  disaster  to  the 
IT.  8.  Iteameri  Clifton  and  8achem. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  September  11,  1863. 

Sir:  General  Banks  informed  me  by  note  last  night  at  9  p.  m.  that 
''the  Clifton  and  Sax^hem,  are  captured,"  but  gave  me  not  another  word 
of  information  about  the  fate  of  the  expedition  to  tVvfc  S«JcJvc^^. 
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You  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me  by  the  first  conveyance  of  the 
extent  and  particulars  of  the  disaster  as  far  as  they  are  known  to  you, 
especially  whether  the  Clifton  and  Sachem,  are  available  to  the  enemy 
for  coming  out,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  or  whether  they  are  wrec^ 
or  aground. 

If  they  are  aground  and  accessible,  near  the  entrance  of  the  river, 
1  trust  you  will  burn  them,  in  order  to  prevent  their  equipments 
being  made  as  little  serviceable  to  the  enemy  as  possible. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  H.  H.  Bell,  ^ 

Cornwodore^  C(nnrnandvng. 

Lieutenant-Commander  John  Madigan, 

U.  S,  Ounboat  Owasco^  Senior  Officer  of^  Sabine  Pass, 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  8.  Hetj,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Madigan,  U.  8.  Havy, 
lenior  officer  off  8abine,  in  view  of  the  loii  of  the  V.  8.  steamen  Olifton  and  Sachem, 

U.  S.  S.  Pbnsaoola, 
Off  New  Orlmm^  [Septernbei^  11,  186S]. 

Dear  Sir:  The  loss  of  the  Clifton  and  Sachein  is  a  heavy  blow  to 
us.  particularlv  if  either  of  them  is  available  for  coming  out.  If  the 
Clvfton  is  still  serviceable,  I  wish  you  to  detain  Captain  Eaton  in  the 
Circassian,  which  mounts  a  formidable  batterv,  to  assist  you  on  the 
blockade;  and  you  will  send  a  vessel  in  her  place  to  inform  Captain 
Gillis  off  Galveston,  in  order  that  he  may  dispatch  the  same  vessel  to 
the  Rio  Grande  to  order  the  Seminole  to  take  the  blockade  off  Sabine. 
The  Clifton,  assisted  by  another  boat,  is  too  formidable  for  your 
force. 

I  fear  this  disaster  will  keep  you  longer  on  blockade  tlian  was 
expected;  as  you  know,  I  meant  you  to  come  up  immediately,  calcu- 
lating on  success. 

I  am,  yours,  truly, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Coynmodore, 
Lieutenant-Ck)mmander  John  Madigan, 

IL  S.  S.  Owasco,  Senior  Officer  off  SahiiH\ 


Letter  firom  Commodore  Bell,  IT.  8.  Havy,  to  Major-Oeneral  Franklin,  V.  8.  Army,  reqneit- 
ing  extract!  firom  army  reports  regarding  the  naval  operationi. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
({(F  Ne^r  OrUam,   September  12,  ISGS. 

General:  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  you  for  j^our  kindness  in  allow- 
ing me  the  perusal  of  your  report  to  the  commandeer  in  chief  of  the 
Departinent  of  the  Gulf  of  the  affair  at  Sabine  Pass. 

If  it  is  not  asking  too  much  of  3'our  good  nature,  general,  I  would 
be  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  extracts  from  your  own  and  General 
WeitzeFs  reports  touching  the  parts  played  by  the  vessels  of  the 
Navy  in  the  course  of  that  expedition.  1  am  induced  to  make  this 
request,  considering  that  Captain  Crocker  and  the  next  in  command  to 
him  are  prisoners,  and  the  information  can  not,  therefore,  he  obtained 
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in  any  other  manner.     There  appears  to  be  some  cause  for  an  investi- 
gation into  the  conduct  of  several  parties  of  the  Navy  concerned. 
I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

CoTmnodoTe, 
Major-General  W.  B.  Franklin,  U.  S.  Army. 


Baport  of  Commodore  BeU,  U.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  of  oommanding  officers. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensaoola, 

New  (hleans^  Septeinher  13^  1863, 

Sir:  M}^  dispatch  No.  41  [39J  informed  you  of  the  repul«e  of  the 
expedition  at  Sabine  Pass,  and  the  capture  of  the  Clijton^  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frederick  Crocker,  and  Sa<:heni^  Acting  Vohm- 
teer  Lieutenant  Amos  Johnson,  by  the  rebels,  and  the  safe  return  of 
the  troops  and  transports  to  the  river  without  loss. 

Lieutenants  Crocker  and  Johnson  are  reported  to  have  fought  their 
vessels  gallantly  and  are  unhurt.  The  rebel  steamers  took  the  Clifton 
and  Sdcheni  in  tow  within  twenty  minutes  after  their  surrender.  The 
extent  of  their  damages  is  unknown. 

The  arrival  of  the  Owdsco  this  morning  has  given  me  the  only  reports 
from  the  naval  officers  concerned  that  1  nave  yet  received,  and  I  don't 
know  that  they  are  prepared  to  make  them  any  more  complete;  th(\v 
are  herewith  enclosed. 

No.  1  is  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  W.  H.  Dana. 

No.  2,  reports  of  Acting  Master  C.  W.  Lamson. 

No.  3,  report  of  Acting  Master  Howard  Tibbits. 

No.  4,  reports  of  Lieutenant-Commander  John  Madigan. 

The  attack  which  was  to  have  been  a  surprise,  and  made  at  eiirly 
dawn  of  the  7th,  wjis  not  made  until  3  p.  m.  on  the  8th  after  the  entire 
expedition  had  appeared  off  Sabine  for  twenty-eight  hours,  and  a 
reconnoissance  had  been  made  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  b)^  (lenerals 
Franklin  and  Weitzel  and  Lieutenant-Commatiding  Crocker,  when 
they  decided  on  a  form  of  attack  different  from  that  recommended  by 
myself.  To  prepare  the  way  for  the  expedition  1  dispatched  from  the 
Head  of  the  Passes,  on  the  4th  instant.  Acting  Master  C.  W.  Lamson 
in  the  Granite  (^ity^  with  two  good  pilots  for  Sabine  Pass,  and  instruc- 
tions to  the  senior  officer  on  blocKade  there,  advising  him  of  the 
approaching  expedition,  and  to  allow  the  pilots  to  anchor  one  of  his 
vessels  off  the  bar  as  a  starting  point  from  which  to  run  by  at  night 
for  crossing  the  bar,  and  for  the  transports  to  rendezvous  by;  which 
appears  to  nave  failed  from  the  absence  of  the  only  vessel  on  blockade 
there,  she  liaving  gone  to  Galveston  for  coal  and  oil. 

Acting  Master  Lamson  simplv  reports  the  (rranite  City  ^^  having 
arrived  there  in  the  evening  of  tlie  (Uh  and  then  proceeds  to  give  his 
idea  of  the  attack. 

Lieutenant  Crocker  and  the  transports  appear  to  have  }>een  greatly 
disconceitod  f>y  not  finding  the  vessels  off  Sabine  according  to  the 
arrangement. 

(leneral  Franklin  states  distinctly  that  as  soon  as  the  Oliftoi}  and 
Sn('he)ih  surrendered,  the  Arizona^  Acting  Master-Commanding  How- 
ard Tibbits,  and  the  Granite  City^  Acting  Master-Comu\allvd\\\^^<^  ^ 
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Lamson,  steamed  over  the  bar.  where  the  Arizona  grounded  and  lay 
nioHt  of  the  night,  and  that  tney  left  him  inside  unsupported,  with 
seven  transports  and  1,200  men,  until  next  morning,  his  vessels  being 
within  easy  range  from  the  beach,  if  the  enemy  had  brought  down  hiB 
field  guns;  and  there  were  besides  two  steam  rams  in  the  river. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore^  Oatndg,  West  Gnlf  Blockading  Squadrcnipro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na'iyy^   Washington^  D,  C, 


Baport  of  Li«iitenant-Oommander  Dana,  IT.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  U.  8.  8.  Oajuga. 

U.  S.  S.  Cayuga, 
Off  Sabine  Pass^  Tex,^  September  P,  1863. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant 
General  Franklin  came  off  this  pass  with  troops.  I  offered  to  render 
him  every  assistance  in  my  power.  In  the  evening  four  gunboats 
came  in,  viz,  Cliftoii^  Arizona^  Sa/J^hein^  and  Granite  City.  Acting 
Lieutenant  Crocker  gave  me  your  order,  addressed  to  Captain 
Madigan.  1  told  Captain  Crocker  all  1  knew  of  the  battery  and 
channel  and  offered  him  every  assistance. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  instant  the  Clifton  went  in  on  a  recon- 
noissance,  tiring  toward  the  town  and  where  the  batteries  were  sup- 
posed to  be,  receiving  no  reply  from  the  enemy.  About  .3  p.  m.  the 
transports  were  over  the  bar,  the  Granite  City  ahead  of  tne  trans- 
ports for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  landing  of  troops.  The  Clifton^ 
Arizona^  and  Sacfieni  engaged  a  battery  of  six  or  seven  guns.  About 
4  p.  m.  the  Sachem^  which  was  on  the  opposite  shore  from  the  batterv, 
was  struck  in  the  boiler  and  completel^^  enveloped  in  steam;  tne 
Clifton^  which  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  middleground,  immediately 
ran  directly  under  the  fort,  and  for  twenty  or  thirty  minutes  firea 
rapidly  with  grajx^  and  shell,  receiving  a  heavy  fire  from  the  fort. 
The  Clifton  was  on  shore.  The  Cl^Yon  and  Sachem  hauled  their 
colors  down.  The  Arizona  stood  down  channel  and  took  her  position 
ahead  of  the  transports  and  got  ashore;  several  of  the  transport's  were 
then  aground.  The  Granite  City  came  out  to  communicate  with  me, 
and  1  gave  her  captain  orders  to  go  in  and  support  the  Arizona  if  he 
could  possibly  get  in,  as  there  was  at  that  time  a  Confederate  steamer 
coming  down  the  river.  1  requested  General  Franklin  to  send  one  or 
two  light -draft  vessels  in  to  the  assistance  of  the  Arizona^  thinking  she 
might  be  captured.  The  Arizona^  with  all  the  transports,  got  off 
about  midnight.  I  requested  General  Franklin  early  in  the  evening 
to  send  a  boat  to  Galveston  for  naval  reinforcements,  as  the  Arizona 
was  at  this  time  aground,  and  1  thought  it  would  take  but  a  short  time 
to  repair  the  boiler  of  the  Sachein,  I  was  unable  to  ascertain  the 
extent  of  the  Clifton  s  injuries.  At  8  a.  m.  all  the  vessels  of  the 
expedition,  with  the  exception  of  the  Ariztma  and  Granite  City^  had 
left  for  South  West  Pass.  1  thought  it  necessary  to  detain  these  ves- 
sels until  1  could  hear  from  Galveston. 

Verv  respectfuUv,  3'our  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Dana, 
Lieuten  atit-  Com  m  an  der, 

(>)mmander  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commandiny  West  Gulf  Squitdron^  Ne^v  (Means ^  La. 
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Baport  of  Acting  Matter  Lamion,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  U.  8.  8.  Granite  City. 

U.  S.  S.  Granite  City, 
Off  ISabine  PuiiH,  September  10, 186S. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 
On  receipt  of  your  order  of  September  4, 1  immediately  proceeded  to 
this  place,  arriving  on  the  evening  of  the  6th;  thegunboais  and  trans- 
ports arrived  on  the  7th.  At  8  a.  m.  on  the  8th  the  Clifton,  Sa<;he7n, 
Ariz(yiia,  and  Granite  City  crosvsed  the  bar,  followed  by  the  army 
transports. 

The  Clifton  passed  up  the  channel  and  opened  on  the  enemy's  bat- 
terer at  long  range,  but  without  return.  At  3:30  p.  m.  the  gunboats 
weighed  and  proceeded  up,  according  to  previous  arrangement,  the 
Clifton  leading  up  the  port  channel  and  engaging  the  battery,  the 
Sache^n  and  Arizona  engaging  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  pass  with 
their  rifled  guns.  The  Granite  City  was  ordered  to  take  position 
astern  of  the  Clifton^  near  the  point  of  land  where  the  troops  contem 
plated  landing,  to  cover  them.  Soon  after  the  engagement  commenced 
a  rifle  shot  penetrated  the  Sacliem^s  boilers,  thus  disabling  her.  A 
few  minutes  later  the  Clifton  received  a  shot,  exploding  her  boilers, 
and  at  the  same  time  she  grounded  upon  the  reef,  but  still  kept  up 
her  fire.  In  a  short  time,  being  apparently  disabled,  she  hauled  down 
her  colors,  the  Sachnn  following  ner  example.  Such  being  the  situ- 
ation, the  Arizcma  aground,  witn  a  reef  between  her  and  this  vessel, 
thus  rendering  assistance  impossible,  the  enemy's  three  cotton-clads 
nearing,  the  transports  commenced  steaming  down  the  pass.  I  deemed 
it  prudent  to  withdraw,  but  being  unacquainted  with  tne  channel,  and 
the  tide  being  ebb,  grounded  several  times,  but  finally  succeeded  in 
crossing  the  bar.  All  the  transports  got  out  safely,  and  the  Arizona 
also  upon  the  flood  tide.  Three  of  tnis  ship's  boats  were  lost  that 
were  loaned  to  the  army  transports.  I  was  unaware  at  the  time  that 
I  was  the  senior  oflicer,  but  if  anything  in  the  affair  does  not  seem 
clear,  I  would  respectfully  request  that  an  investigation  t)e  instituted. 
I  remain,  your  obeaient  servant, 

C.  W.  Lamson, 
Con  nig,   U,  aS.  S.  Granite  City^  Seirim*  Officer  Present, 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Connaanding   West  Gulf  Blockading  Squudron,, 

U,  S.  S.  Pensacolu^  Nein  Oiitans, 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Tibbiti,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Arizona. 

U.  S.  S.  Arizona, 
Salnii^  Bar,  September  10,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  3  our  orders  of  the  4th,  this  steamer  left  the 
South  West  Pass  at  11  a.  m.  of  the  5th,  convoying  the  St.  Charles, 
Belvidere^  G.  Banks,  and  iMndis,  of  General  Weitzel's  division, 
arriving  at  At(^luifalaya  Ba}'  at  5:30  a.  m.  of  the  6th,  where  we  met 
U.  S.  S.  CI  if  ton  and  Sacltem,  the  Clifton  leading,  Wm^  Arizona  follow- 
ing with  the  Sachem,  in  tow,  the  transports  following  in  close  order. 
\s^  stood  to  the  westward  until  2  a.  m.,  7th,  when,  turning,  stood  to 
the  northeast  until  6  a.  m.  and  anchored  in  5  fathoms,  latitude  29"^^  25'. 
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longitude  93'^  23'.  The  day  was  spent  in  chasing  and  collecting  the  dif- 
ferent divisions  of  transports  under  Generals  Emory  and  Franklin. 
At  2  p.  m.  the  Arizana  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Sabine,  where  she 
arrived  at  6:30  p.  ni.,  the  Clifton  and  transports  arriving  during  the 
night.  At  —  a.  m.,  8th,  the  Cllfttm  stooA  in  the  bay  and  opened  fire 
on  the  fort,  to  which  no  reply  was  made.  At  9  a.  m.  the  Saehem^  Ari- 
2oua^  and  Granite  City^  followed  by  the  transports,  stood  over  the  bar 
and  with  much  difficulty  (owing  to  the  shallowness  of  the  water)  reached 
an  anchorage  2  miles  from  the  fort  at  11  a.  m.,  the  gunboats  covering 
the  transports. 

At  3:30  p.  ni.  the  Sachem^  followed  by  th^  Arizoim^  advanced  up 
the  eastern  channel  to  draw  the  fire  of  the  forts,  while  the  Clifton 
advanced  up  the  western  channel,  the  Granite  City  to  cover  the  land- 
ing of  a  division  of  troops  under  (ieneral  Weitzel,  no  reply  to  the 
fire  of  the  gunboats  being  made  until  we  w^ere  abreast  of  the  forts, 
when  they  opened  with  eight  guns,  three  of  which  were  rifled.  Almost 
at  the  same  moment  the  Clifton  and  Saehein  were  struck  in  their  l)oil- 
ers,  enveloping  the  vessels  in  steam.  There  not  being  room  to  pass 
the  Sachem,,  this  vessel  was  backed  down  the  channel  and  a  lx>at  sent 
to  the  Sachem  .^  which  returned  with  Pjnginoer  [John]  Monroe  and  Fire- 
man Linn  badly  scalded  (since  dead).  The  AriziHiahnA  now  grounded 
by  the  stern;  tbe  ebb  had  caught  her  bows  and  swung  her  across  the 
channel;  she  was  with  nuich  difficulty  extricated  fiom  this  position; 
owing  to  the  engines  becoming  heated  by  the  collection  of  mud  in  the 
boilers  it  was  with  difficulty  and  danger  that  it  was  moved.  The  flags 
of  the  Clifton  and  Sachan  were  now  down  and  a  white  flag  flying  at 
the  fore.  As  all  the  transports  were  now  moving  out  of  the  bay,  this 
vessel  remained  covering  their  movements  until  she  grounded  and 
remained  until  midnight,  when  she  was  kedged  o(f,  as  no  assistance 
could  be  had  from  any  of  the  tugs  of  the  expedition.  There  are  now 
on  board  this  vessel  William  Low,  landsman;  Peter  Benson,  seaman; 
George  W.  Maker,  carpenter's  mate;  John  1  lowells,  ship's  cook;  Samuel 
Smith,  landsman;  George  Hurton,  landsman,  of  the  crew  of  the  Sachem. 

There  was  expended  23  ^o-poundcr  Parrott  shell  and  charges  and  15 
32-pounder  shell  and  charges  and  3S  primers.  This  vessel  was  not 
struck  during  the  engagement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.    TiBBITS, 

Arti^ig  Mai<fer^  ('O)inimiiiVnui  l\  S.  A'.  Arizona. 

Oommodore  11.  II.  Bkli., 

Commanding  Wt^st  (inlf  Hloclxadinij  S^juadron^ 

r,  S,  S,  P^/t.sarola^  Nttn  Orleans, 


Report  of  Lieatenant-Commander  Madigan,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Owaico 

U.  S.  S.  OWASCO, 
Of  New  Orleans,  September  Vi,  186S. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  question  in  regard  to  how  it  happened  that 
there  was  no  vessel  of  the  blockading  squadron  at  Sabine  Pass  on  the 
afternoon  of  Sunday,  the  6th  of  September,  1  respectfully  state  that  I 
was  there  alone  blockading,  and  being  short  of  oil,  with  no  prospect 
of  immediate  relief,  I  was  obliged  to  go  to  (lalveston  for  oil,  and  left 
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there,  a«  has  been  oct^sionailv  done  before,  for  coal,  etf,  1  left  Sabioe  ' 
at  Un:H)  Sundii}'  morniDg,  tlie  tith,  and  wa»  at  UalvGHton  at  3:30  the 
mnie  day.  The  Cayuga  was  immediately  ordered  to  fill  up  with  coal 
and  resume  the  blockade  off  Sabioe.  which  she  did,  leaving  for  Sabine 
at  8  o'cloi'k  of  the  same  evening.  I  was  ordered  to  fill  up  with  coal 
on  Monday  morning  at  Galveston. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  MAuniAN, 
Lli'uteiiavt- ContTiimtder,  Conianandintj  U.  S.  S.  (hoaaco. 
Commodore  H,  JI.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commandinf/  West  Gulf'  Stfum/rt/n. 


Order  of  Commodor 


U.  8.  Steam  Slooi'  Penbacola, 

New  OrhniK,  October  72,  JJieS. 
Sir:  I  have  to  ai^knowledgc  the  icceipt  of  your  repoils  about  the  i 
attack  on  Sabine  Pass  on  the  8th  of  September.  i 

I  sent  that,  with  the  reports  of  Actine  Masters  Lamson  and  Tibbits,  I 
to  the  Department  as  containing  the  only  authentic  information  avail-  I 
able  at  that  time.  Your  reiwrt  of  the  naval  part  of  the  transactions  J 
occurring  under  your  eyes  was  not  full  enough,  and  you  will  be  pleased  I 
to  inform  mo  more  particularly  and  fully  as  to  tlie  conduct  of  thel 
several  vessels  and  their  commanders  on  the  occasion  referred  to, 

The  conduct  of  a  part  of  the  force  there  has  been  severely  com- 
mented upon,  both  during  the  action  and  after  the  close  thereof. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frederick  Crocker  being  a  prisoner,  no  1 
report  can  be  obtained  from  him  at  present. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Com,modoTey  Comdij.  Wejit  ihtlf  Blckilij.  Sijtuulrmi  pro  tern, 
Lieutenant-Commander  Wm.  H.  Dana, 

Oomnumding  U.  S.  Ownhoat  Cayuga,  o/f"  Gai'oestoit.. 


Private.]  U.  S.  Steam  Slooi'  Ossipee, 

Off  Galveston,  Tea'.,  Sept^emher  17,  IStiS. 

Mt  Deak  Sik:  Ere  this  reaches  you,  you  will  doubtless  have  heard 
of  the  sad  and  mortifying  result  of  the  lat«  attack  at  Sabine  Pass, 
under  the  command  of  General  Franklin.  I  knew  merely  that  three 
of  our  steamers  were  to  occupy  the  Saliinc,  and  that  some  troops  in 
transports  on  the  Mississippi  would  accompany  or  compose  the  expe- 
dition (since  heard  they  were  6,000  strong,  Texas  Cavalry  and  Weit- 
zel's  artillery  included). 

I  was  ordered  off  Galveston  and  have  learned  through  pilots  who 
were  on  board  the  steamers  Clifton  and  S<iffi':m,  that  the  original 
programme  seen  by  them  in  New  Orleans  wat  not  adhered  to.  The 
troops  were  to  have  landed  first,  thus  making  a  diversion;  the  annod 
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vessels  then  to  proceed  in.  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Crocker 
protested  against  going  in  first,  but  tne  general  took  the  responsibility 
and  the  consequences  following  are  much  to  be  regretted.  Two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-tive  to  300  of  our  people  made  prisoners,  killed, 
and  wounded;  prisoneris  hastened  to  Houston,  and  Rebel  Captain 
Fuller  sent  for  to  take  command  of  their  gunboats  and  cotton-clads. 

The  reports  in  relation  to  the  availability  of  the  steamers  taken 
conflict;  one  is  that  only  the  boilers  were  injured  by  shot  from 
enemy's  batteries,  the  other  that  Captain  Crocker  fired  a  shot  into  the 
machmery  of  the  Clifton  previous  to  surrender.  We  are  therefore 
yet  in  doubt.  Our  force  off  the  Sabine  has  been  strengthened,  the 
Circassia/n  being  detained  there  a  few  days  until  the  arrival  of  Serni- 
noJe  from  off  Rio  Grande.  More  vessels  are  required  on  this  extensive 
blockade— about  300  miles  of  coast,  is  it  not? 

The  line  of  the  Rio  Grande  should  be  occupied  and  held  bv  our 
troops,  thus  preventing  the  egress  and  ingress  of  contraband  of  war 
effectually,  and  I  am  told  there  are  many  Northern,  as  also  foreign, 
settlers  there,  who  only  await  our  permanent  presence  to  join  us,  bemg 
only  secessionists  per  force.  The  different  points  of  the  coast  of  Texas 
between  the  Rio  Grande  and  Galveston  are  well  defended. 

Iteing  a  sufferer  from  dyspepsia  and  the  enervating  effects  of  this 
climate,  I  would  be  thankful  ror  a  short  respite  from  sea  duty  to 
recruit  health.  Desirous  of  aiding  all  in  my  power  to  crush  the  rebel- 
lion, 1  do  not  seek  repose,  but  the  means  of  restoring  health  and  vigor, 
that  my  services  may  be  available  and  efficient.  We  are  not  ironxuad, 
you  know,  therefore  vulnerable. 

Commodore  Thatcher,  1  am  informed,  is  ordered  to  this  stjuadron— 
some  going;  some  coming. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Jno.  p.  GlLLlS. 

G.  V.  Fox,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washimjton^  D,  C. 

Two  ironclads  from  the  Mississippi  sent  to  the  Sabine  Pass  would 
probably  have  changed  results.  Smco  writing  I  learn  the  Clifton 
and  Sachem  have  been  seen  by  our  blockade rs  and  appear  not  much 
injured. 

The  steamer  Sir  William  Peel  was  seized  off  Rio  Grande  and  sent 
to  New  Orleans  for  adjudication  by  Seminole,  The  captors  say  she 
was  in  Texan  waters. 


Baport  of  Commodore  BeU,  V.  8.  Navy,  tranimitting  copiei  of  the  reports  of  the  com- 
manding army  offioera. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pknsacola, 
JVeir  Orhanx^  Sejdemhr/'  2^^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  official 
reports  of  Major-CJeneral  Franklin,  commanding  the  United  Staters 
troops  recently  engaged  on  the  expedition  to  the  Sabine,  and  also  the 
I'eport  of  Brigadier-Genenil  Weitzel.  These  reiK)rts,  together  with 
mine,  No.  43,  contain  all  the  information  that  I  have  been  enabled  to 
obtain  about  that  repulse  and  the  loss  of  the  Clifton  and  Sacht^n. 

The  Arisanu  and  Granite  City  did  not  receive  a  shot;  thoy  are  both 
on  the  coast  of  Texas.  In  the  course  of  conversation  Geneml  Frank- 
Jin  stated  that  inunediately  after  the  surrender  of  the  Cliftan  and 
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Suclu:iii,  the  O^ranite  City  itin  straight  out  across  the  bar  and  did  uot  ' 
return  again.  In  pausing;  the  ti'ausports  she  was  hailed  by  Greneral 
Weitzel,  who,  pointing  to  refugees  running  down  toward  the  bea.ch 
and  who  had  Hwani  a-^riore  from  the  Cl-lfton,  .saying,  "Look  at  your 
men  there  corning  down  the  beach  there."'  Still  the  Gmnlti;  City 
kept  00  without  stopping  to  aN.sJHt  anyone. 

Also  that  the  Ansona^  in  passing  out  (near  sunset),  was  hailed  by  j 
(jcneral  Franklin  and  asked  if  they  were  not  going  to  stop  and  pro- 
tect the  transports.     Some  one  answered  him,  "The  enemy '.■*  field 
artillery  will  be  down  upon  you  in  five  minutes."    The  Arhuna  kept! 
on  and  grounded  shortly  after,  outside  of  the  transports. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Coininodtnv,  Coiiultj.  Wfat  G\d'f  Blockading  Sijuad^im  pro  tern. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  ffthe  JVaiy,  Washington. 


Bsport  of  H^ar-OensrsI  Franklin,  IT.  8.  Amif,  sonunandiag  aipBdltton. 

IIeaixjuahters  Nineteenth  Army  Coki's, 

l)n  Bwird  K  S.  S'tffolh  K-pteniher  11,  1S63. 

General:  I  liavc  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  yourl 
orders  of  the  —  instant  1  embarked  the  troops  of  my  command  at  the  1 
point  indicated.  I 

On  Friday,  at  5  p.  m.,  Brigadier-General  Weitzel  started  from  New  1 
Orleans  with  about  1,000  infantry,  1  battery  of  30-pounders,  and  1  of  ] 
i!0-pounder.s,  of  First  Indiana  Artillery,  on  the  steamers  Belndere,  | 
Banks,  Lmidig,  and  St,  Char/fn. 

The  remainder  of  the  force,  with  a  few  exceptions,  embarked  dur- 
ing Friday  night  and  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  during  all  of 
Saturday. 

General  Weitzel's  instructions  were  to  proceed  as  far  off  Berwick 
Bay  in  company  with  the  gunboat  Ari^'nia,  where  he  was  to  be  joined 
by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Crocker,  U.  S.  Navy,  with  the  gunboats 
CUftwi  and  Sncheiti;  thence  they  were  to  proceed  in  company  to 
Sabine  Pass,  off  which  they  were  expected  to  arrive  during  Sunday 
night.  On  Monday  morning  at  daylight  they  were  to  enter  tne  moutn 
of  the  Sabine  Kiver.  The  gunboats  were  to  engage  and  silence  the 
rebel  batteries,  and  General  iVeitzel's  troops  were  to  cooperate  and 
were  to  hold  a  position  on  shore  until  the  arrival  of  the  other  troops. 
Unfortunately  tne  gunboat  Granite  City,  which  had  been  dispatched 
to  the  pa.-iN  several  days  before  to  carry  Captain  Crocker's  pilot,  who 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  channel  of  the  pass,  and  who  was  to 
place  a  light  to  enable  him  to  run  in  at  daylight,  did  not  arrive  at  th 
pass  until  Monday  afternoon;  also  on  Sunday  night  thei*e  were  no  j 
blocltaders  off  the  pass,  j 

The  consequence  was  that  Captain  Crocker  missed  Sabine  Pass  on  J 
Sunday  night;  imagiued  that  he  had  run  past  it,  ran  back,  and  at  da;-  I 
light  of  Monday  morning  was  off  Calcasieu  Pass,  the  next  opening  to  I 
the  eastward,  iuNtead  of  lying  i-eady  to  run  int<j  Sabine  Pass.  I 

Uq  Monday  morning,  about  11  o'clock,  I  arrived  off  Sabine  Passat  I 
the  head  of  the  fleet  of  transports,  crossed  the  bar,  and  was  a1xtu.t  ta  % 


run  in,  when,  seeing  nothing  to  indicate  the  pr^Mence  of  oui'  peopli 
reci'o^aed  the  bar.  It  was  tiut  until  late  in  the  afternoon  that  I  ai^cer- 
tained  definitely  that  nothing  bad  yet  been  done.  I  then  learned  that 
Captain  Crocker  now  Intended  to  make  the  attack  on  Tuesday  morn- 
ing, and  that  he  had  dispatched  a  gunboat  to  wain  me  to  keep  back  in 
order  thai  the  enemy  might  not  see  the  transport  fleet,  but  the  gun- 
iKiat  only  stopjjed  some  of  the  rear  vessele  of  the  flept,  missing  the 
leading  vessels  entirely. 

By  tliiri  aeiies  of  misfoi'tuneu  the  attack,  which  whs  intended  to  be 
a  surprise,  became  an  open  one,  tbe  enemy  having  had  two  nights' 
warning  that  a  fleet  was  off  the  harbor,  and  auring  Monday  a  full  view 
of  most  of  tbe  vessels  comprising  it,  besides  twenty-four  hours  of  valtt-' 
able  time  and  good  weather  were  uselessly  consumed. 

After  cousuTtation  with  Captain  Crocker  on  Monday  night,  it  whs 
determined  that  the  VUfUm  should  go  into  the  harbor  at  daylight  and, 
make  a  leconnoissance,  and  that  further  operations  should  be  deter- 
mined by  the  re^rt  ^ec^eived  from  Captain  Crocker.  He  went  in, 
made  his  reconnoissance,  and  signaled  for  the  other  vessels  U>come  in. 
I  therefore  sent  all  of  the  transports  whieh  it  was  supposed  could  cross 
the  bar,  and  found  the  gre^itcst  difficulty  in  getting  over  any  vessels 
drawing  over  tj  feet.  About  10  oVlock  7011  infantry,  one  battery  of 
lield  artillery,  and  eight  heavy  guns  were  inside  of  tbe  bar,  and  a 
transport,  with  700  infantry,  waw  hopelessly  aground.  A  tug  drawing 
y  feet  was  sent  to  her  assistance,  but  had  to  return,  not  being  able  to 
reach  her. 

In  company  with  General  Weitzel  and  Captain  Crocker  I  iriwde  a 
reconnoissance  of  the  Texas  shore;  small  Itoats  grounded  in  mud  altout 
125  feet  from  the  shore;  the  shore  it*ielf  is  a  soft  marsh,  HPid  parallel 
to  it,  and  about  60  feet  inside  of  it  is  a  narrow  strip  of  sand,  on  which 
is  a  road;  this  road  strikes  the  water  and  high  ground  about  one-half 
mite  below  the  fort;  at  which  point  there  is  an  old  fort.  Sailors 
wading  sauk  into  the  mud  above  their  knees;  soldiers  landed  witi 
muskets  and  rations  would  have  sunk  to  their  middles.  The  fort  com- 
pletely commands  the  road  and  the  channels  of  the  entrance,  and  con- 
tained six  guns,  three  of  which  are,  in  my  opinion,  IX-inchguns,  one  a 
7  or  8  inch  rifle  gun,  and  two  others  on  siege  carriages.  The  channel 
divides  about  1,000  yards  below  the  fort,  and  the  two  channels  unite 
at  a  short  distance  above  it. 

As  there  were  four  gnnboat.-<  available  for  the  attack,  the  following 
plan  was  adopted  in  conjunction  with  Captain  Crocker:  Three  of  the 
gunboats  wore  to  move  up  the  channel  to  the  point  of  separation,  then 
two  of  them,  the  Si'.-fiem  and  the  Arizona,  were  to  take  the  channel  to 
the  right  and  were  to  pass  the  fort  by  that  channel,  drawing  its  fire. 
The  Cl-iftoii-  was  to  take  the  left-hand  channel,  moving  slowly  up,  and 
when  ttoout  one-half  mile  distant  was  to  go  at  full  speed  within  grapo 
and  canister  range  and  engage  the  fort  at  close  quarters.  General 
Weitzel  was  to  keep  near  the  Oltftcn  with  a  txiat  containing  50(1 
infantr\',  who  weio  to  land  as  soon  as  the  Clift^m,  Iwgan  to  go  at  full 
speed  at  the  old  fort;  from  there  they  were  to  advance  as  skirmishers 
upon  the  fort,  endeavoring  to  drive  the  enemy  from  his  guns,  white 
the  Clift^ofi,  engaged  the  fort  at  close  quarters.  The  fourtn  gunboat,' 
the  Grniiite  City,  was  to  support  this  movement. 

While  the  arrangements  necessary  to  carry  out  this  plan  were  lieiajf) 
made,  tbe  troops  that  were  in  the  transports  aground  on  the  bar  wer** 
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brought  in  to  be  in  readiness  to  assist  General  Weitzel's  movement  in 
case  of  necessity. 

The  movement  of  the  gunboats  commenced  at  3  o'clock  and  progressed 
according  to  the  plan  for  about  thirty  minutes,  when  the  fort  opened 
on  the  Sachem  and  Ar!z<ma^  and  in  a  few  minutes  put  a  shot  through 
the  boilers  of  the  Sachem^  killing  i^nd  wounding  many  of  her  officers 
and  men;  she  soon  afterwards  hoisted  a  white  flag.  The  Ariztma  was, 
during  part  of  this  time,  aground;  the  Clifton  steamed  slowly  up  her 
channel,  firing  slowly,  and  finally  laid  with  her  broadside  toward  the 
fort,  engaged  at  close  quarters;  a  shot  went  through  her  steam  pipe 
shortly  afterwards,  disabling  her,  but  she  fought  gallantl}'  for  ten 
minutes  more,  when  she  too  surrendered.  As  soon  as  she  hoisted  the 
white  flag  the  Arizona  and  Granite  City  steamed  over  the  bar;  the 
Arizona  grounded,  but  got  oflF  during  the  night. 

General  Weitzel's  report,  herewith  enclosed,  shows  why  that  part  of 
the  engagement  assigned  to  him  could  not  be  carried  out. 

After  the  engagement  mj^  situation  was  as  follows:  I  was  in  the 
mouth  of  the  Sabine  Pass  with  seven  transports;  these  contained  1,200 
infantry,  which  could  be  landed;  12  guns  and  50  wagons,  which  could 
not  be  landed;  the  enemy  had  a  heavy  battery  of  six  guns,  two  gun- 
l)oats,  and  a  field  battery  within  6  miles,  and  was  being  rapidly  rein- 
forced. We  had  nothing  to  protect  us  except  the  fire  from  the  guns 
of  our  transports,  which  would  have  been  of  little  use  against  the 
enemy's  gunboats.  The  enemy's  battery  commanded  the  wnole  land- 
ing and  he  could,  with  his  battery  and  gunboats,  have  destroyed  us  at 
any  time. 

riie  remainder  of  1113'  force  was  outside  of  the  bar  in  vessels,  all  of 
which  had  to  be  lightened,  and  at  least  three  days  would  be  required 
to  land  it;  the  stock  of  fresh  water  was  nearly  exhausted,  and  the  ani- 
mals were  already  on  short  allowance  of  water;  the  men  were  living 
on  uncooked  rations,  and  there  was  no  fuel  on  shore  for  cooking.  No 
fresh  water  could  be  obtained  unless  the  fort  was  in  our  possession, 
and  the  day's  experience  had  taught  me  that  no  attack  which  1  could 
make  with  the  troops  which  I  haabeen  able  to  get  across  the  bar  could 
possibly  succeed.  It  would  have  been  absurato  have  attempted  to 
pass  the  fort  with  the  troops  already  inside  the  bar,  there  being  but 
one  means  of  access  to  Sabine  City,  and  this  commanded  for  1^  miles 
by  six  heavy  guns  and  whatever  field  artillery  the  enemy  might  have. 
There  was  no  time  to  send  to  New  Orleans  to  get  instructions,  and  I 
therefore  concluded  to  recross  the  bar  and  return  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi. 

I  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  this  morning,  having  left 
Sabine  Pass  on  the  9th  instant,  and  believe  there  have  been  no  losses 
except  those  reported  by  General  Weitzel  and  200,000  rations  thrown 
overboard  from  the  Crcsnnt  (the  grounded  transport)  to  get  her  off  the 
bar,  where  she  would  have  been  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  200  mules 
thrown  overboard  from  the  Laurel  Hilt^  a  steamer  which  lost  her 
smokestacks  on  account  of  the  heavy  sea.  The  loss  of  the  mules  will 
be  investigated,  as  they  were  thrown  overboard  without  orders  from 
any  rosponsi])le  ofiicer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  Franklin, 
Najor-  General^  Commanding, 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Conunandimj  Department  of  the  (inlf^  Nefw  Oil^ann^  Iav» 
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Seport  of  Brigmdier-Oeneral  Weitiel,  IT.  8.  Armj. 

HgRS.  First  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  hoavd  Steamer  Suffolk^  Septeniher  11^  186S, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  part  my  com- 
mand took  in  the  expedition  to  Sabine  Pass: 

1  left  New  Orleans  at  7  p.  m.  on  the  4th  instant  on  the  steamer 
Belvidere  and  made  the  South  West  Pass  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  5th 
instant,  acc'ompanied  by  the  steamers  General  Banks^  St,  Charles^  and 
J.  C.  Landk^  under  convoy  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Arizona, 

At  7  a.  m.  on  the  6th  instant  was  joined  oflF  Berwick  Bav  by  the 
U.  S.  gunboats  Clifton  and  Sachem^  and  after  furnishing  tfie  three 
boats  with  the  sharpshooters  they  requested,  we  sailed  for  Sabine 
Pass.  At  3:30  a.  m.  on  the  7th  instant  1  was  informed  that  Captain 
Crocker,  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Clifton^  had  discovered  that  we  were 
westward  of  Sabine  Pass  and  had  ordered  the  boats  to  turn  back. 
At  about  7  a.  m.  Captain  Crocker  came  aboard  of  my  vessel  and 
reported  that  we  had  been  mistaken  and  that  we  were  off  Calcasieu 
Bar,  about  30  mil^  to  the  eastward  of  Sabine  Pass. 

After  consultation  we  concluded  it  would  be  best  to  try  and  stop 
the  rest  of  the  expedition  at  the  point  we  were,  and  then  attempt  the 
dash  on  the  enemy's  works  on  the  next  morning.  We  were  unsuc- 
cessful in  this,  as  the  general  commanding  the  corps  had  passed  us. 
Two  of  my  transports,  General  Banks  and  St,  Charles^  were  disabled 
and  required  some  time  for  repairs.  As  soon  as  these  repairs  were 
made,  at  about  5  p.  m.,  we  started  for  the  pass,  and  reported  to  the 
general  commandmg  at  about  9  p.  m.  I  was  ordered  on  the  next 
morning  to  put  the  troops  from  the  Belvidere  on  the  Thomas  and  fol- 
low the  gunboats  over  the  bar.     1  did  this. 

After  a  reconnoissance  of  the  landing  and  the  enemy's  works  and 
position  had  been  made,  and  after  consulting  with  Captain  Crocker, 
commanding  the  CI  if  ton  and  tbe  gunboat  fleet,  I  was  ordered  to  place 
500  men  on  the  transport  General  Banks,,  to  follow  up  the  rear  gunboat 
as  soon  as  the  attack  was  commenced,  and  to  land  the  men  at  the  old  bat- 
tery point  with  oiders  to  advance  on  the  enemy's  works  and  keep 
down  the  tire  of  the  enemy's  guns  while  the  gunboats  were  engaged. 
At  3:45  p.  \w.  the  gunboats  advanced  to  the  attack.  I  followed,  accord- 
ing to  orders,  the  last  gunboat.  The  Grnn  ife  City  came  near  to  the  posi- 
tion assigned  her  to  cover  my  landing;  the  Sachejn  had  been  disabled, 
the   Clifton  was  aground,  and  unfortunately   in  exact  range  of  my 

1)roposed  point  of  landing.  I  had  just  given  orders  to  attempt  the 
anaing,  nevertheless,  when  I  saw  the  colors  of  the  Clifton  had  been 
struck  and  the  white  flag  raised  on  the  Sachem,,  and  saw  that  the 
Arizona  was  aground.  A  few  moments  afterwards  1  was  ordered  to 
retire,  and  then  again  to  go  outside  and  anchor  in  rear  of  the  Crescent, 
Later  in  the  night  I  received  orders  to  go  with  my  vessels,  with  the 
troops  arranged  as  they  had  been,  to  the  South  West  Pass,  Mississippi 
River,  which  I  did  after  considerable  delay  in  towing  the  Laurel  Hill 
(disabled),  and  airived  at  that  point  at  about  7  a.  m.  this  day.  There 
were  2  officers  and  75  men  of  the  Seventy-flfth  New  York  Volunteers 
on  the  Clifton  as  sharpshooters;  6  of  them  escaped.  On  the  Savhtnn 
there  were  1  officer  and  25  men  from  the  One  hundred  and  sixtv-flrst 
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New  York  Volunteers.     How  many  were  killed  and  wounded  I  do  not 
know.     My  total  los8  is  therefore  3  officers  and  94  men. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Weitzel, 
(  hmmandiiKj  ViTHt  IHvi^urn  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Captain  W.  Hoffman, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  (jreneral^  Nineteenth  Anny  Corps. 


Additional  report  of  Major-Oeneral  FrankUn,  U.  8.  Army. 

HEADgUARTERS   NINETEENTH    ArMY   CoRl'S, 

AI-gie/'H^  Im,^  Sej)t^/nher  /-^,  186 J. 

General:  1  omitted  to  state  in  my  report  of  the  late  (expedition  to 
Sabine  Pass  that  on  Monday,  the  7th  instant,  I  was  boaixied  bv  an 
officer  from  the  gunboat  Cayuga^  who  informed  me  that  his  vea«*el  was 
on  a  cruise  in  that  part  of  the  Gulf.  He  also  informed  me  that  he  had 
been  off  the  pass  near  daybreak  of  that  morning.  ^ 

His  vessel  accompanied  us  during  the  remamder'of  the  voyages  to 
the  pass,  and  stayed  near  us  until  we  left. 

Commodore  Bell  noticed  this  omission  in  my  leport,  and  iiskcd  me 
to  make  this  correction,  which  1  do  with  pleasure. 

Another  omission  is,  I  should  have  mentioned  that  a  field  battery 
of  the  enemy  fired  into  Captain  Crocker's  vessel,  the  CUfton,^  while 
she  was  engaged  with  the  fort.  I  learned  this  from  General  Weitzel 
after  the  report  was  written. 

I  shall  be  glad  if  a  copy  of  this  letter  l>e  furnished  to  Conmiodore 
Bell. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

W.  B.  Franklin, 
Major-  General^  Coinmandimj  Nineteenth  C(n*ps, 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Cominanduuj  Department  of  the  Gtdf  Netr  Orleans^  La. 


I>6tailed  report  of  Migor-Oeneral  Banki,  IT.  8.  Army,  regarding  the  expedition. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

NeiP  OrUans^  Septemher  13^  1863, 

General;  It  is  with  regret  that  1  am  obliged  to  report  that  the 
effort  to  effect  a  landing  at  Sabine  Pass  was  without  su(»cess. 

The  immediate  cause  of  the  failure  was  the  misapprehension  of  the 
naval  authorities  of  the  real  strength  of  the  enemy\s  position  and  the 
insufficient  naval  force  with  which  the  attempt  was  made. 

It  represented,  however,  the  entire  naval  power  that  the  Depart- 
ment affords  for  an  enterprise  of  this  character.  No  vessel  drawing 
over  f)feet  of  w^at<^rc4in  pass  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine.  This 
reduced  the  numl)er  of  boats  a}>le  to  enter  t^)  four  tli<»  CUftnn,^ 
Sachetn^  Arizona,  and  Granite  City.  These  were  all  old  l>oats,  of 
decayed  frames  and  weak  machinery,  constantly  cuit  of  ropair,  even 
when  engaged  in  the  ordinary  service  of  the  river. 

The  naviu  authorities  most  familiar  with  the  Sabine,  which  has  been 
conattLuWy  under  blockade,  believed  that  this  force  would  l»e  suHicient. 
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They  supposed  the  battery  at  the  pass  to  mount  but  two  guns,  and 
were  perfectly  confident  of  being  able,  if  the  enemy  was  not  so  far 
apprised  of  our  movements  as  to  be  able  to  concentrate  their  forces,  to 
silence  the  guns  without  delay.  It  proved,  however,  that  the  batter}' 
mounted  six  heavy  guns,  three  of  which  are  believed  to  be  IX-inch,  one 
a  7-inch  or  8-incli  rifle,  and  the  others  to  be  mounted  on  siege  car- 
riages.    To  these  were  added  a  light  battery  and  two  gunboats. 

The  arm}^  of  course,  relied  conndently  on  the  information  furnished 
by  the  oflicers  familiar  with  the  ground.  It  would  have  been  wiser  to 
have  tested  the  strength  of  the  enemy's  position,  as  might  easily  have 
been  done  by  the  gunboat  stationed  at  that  point  forcing  their  tire, 
but  the  desire  to  avoid  arousing  suspicion  of  our  movement,  the  pres- 
sure of  the  Government  for  prompt  action,  and  the  entire  confidence 
of  the  naval  authorities  in  their  information  led  to  the  course  adopted. 

The  atta(!k  would  have  l>een  successful  as  it  was,  had  the  boats  oeen 
adapted  to  the  waters  in  which  they  were  en^ged. 

Tne  action  op<»ned  on  Tuesday,  the  8th  instant,  at  3  p.  m.,  and 
lasted  about  an  hour.  The  CUfUm  and  Arizmku  were  early  grounded, 
and  the  Sarhetn  disabled  by  a  chance  shot,  before  the  (jrramte  Oity 
reached  the  scene  of  action,  and  the  Clifton  and  SacJietn^  being  under 
the  guns  of  the  fort,  were  obliged  to  surrender. 

The  Anzima  and  Grwnite  City^  with  all  the  transports  and  troops 
inside  the  bar,  got  oif  during  the  evening. 

The  CJlfUm  is  represented  to  have  made  a  most  gallant  fight. 
General  W  eitzel,  with  500  men  on  board  the  transport  General Banks^ 
was  following  close  upon  the  Cliff (ni  when  she  commenced  the  attack, 
with  an  intention  to  land  at  Old  Batter}^  Point,  about  half  a  mile  below 
the  fort,  and  suppress  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  gunners.  This  would 
have  been  accomplished  had  not  the  Clift^m  grounded  exactly  between 
him  and  the  point  selected  for  landing,  and  the  attempt  was  abandoned 
onlv  when  the  Cllftojt  and  Sarlwm  had  surrendered  and  the  Arizona 
was  seen  to  ho  agroiuul  and  helpless.  Being  deprived  of  all  aid  of  the 
gunl»oats,  t\w  troops  |  tiansports]  fell  back  to  a  j>osition  outside  the  bar. 

Oui"  loss  is  linut('(i  to  two  gunboats,  the  otficers  and  crews,  and 
al)out  IM)  mm  who  wen^  on  boaixi  the  boats  as  sharpshooters;  these 
were  captunMl.  The  killed  and  wounded,  it  is  !)elieved,  will  not  exceed 
80.  The  troops  and  remaining  gunlK)ats  returned  to  Berwick  Bay  and 
New  Orleans  on  the  11th  instant. 

In  all  respects  the  cooperation  of  the  naval  authorities  has  been 
hearty  and  efficient.  Fully  comprehending  the  puiposes  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, they  entered  upon  the  expedition  with  great  spirit.  Com- 
modore Bell  gjive  all  the  assistance  in  his  power,  and  Captain  Crocker, 
of  the  CUftan^  now  a  prisoner,  deserves  especial  mention  for  his  con- 
spicuous gallantry. 

Were  it  not  for  the  ver}^  serious  and  lamentable  deficiency  of  light- 
draft  gunboats  in  this  department,  to  which  I  have  so  often  called  the 
attention  of  the  (ioveriunent,  1  should  consider  the  loss  of  the  two 
lK)ats  as  unimportant,  except  as  to  their  armament.  That  of  the 
ClifUm  was  important. 

The  boats  were  unreliable  for  any  service,  on  acx^ount  of  their  decay 
and  weakness,  both  of  hull  and  machinery. 

It  givt\s  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  lx)th  in  the  preparation  and 
conduct  of  the  expedition,  (ieneml  Franklin,  his  officers,  and  men 
exhibited  the  best  spirit  and  satisfied  every  expectation  that  could 


534  WEST   GULF   BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 

reasonably  have  been  required  of  them.  The  failure  is  to  be  attributed 
solely  to  the  misfortune  attending  the  gunboats  and  the  impossibility 
of  managing  them  in  the  shoal  waters  of  the  Sabine.  Had  it  not  been 
for  this  incurable  unfitness  for  the  work  in  hand  the  gallant  spirit 
exhibited  by  both  navy  and  army  would  have  insured  the  entire  success 
of  the  enterprise.     *     *     *   . 

The  only  incident  of  serious  moment  tending  to  disclose  to  the 
enemy  our  plans  that  occurred  was  the  desertion  of  an  engineer  while 
the  gunboats  were  at  Berwick  Bay.  This  is  believed  to  have  been 
the  only  advance  infonnation  they  obtained.     *     *     * 

Had  we  the  requisite  naval  force  or  transportation  1  would  renew 
the  attempt  on  Sabine  or  strike  at  the  Rio  (xrande.  But  we  have 
neither. 

******* 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Majm^'  General^  Cmnmandiiiy. 
Major-General  Hallkck, 

Comifkandtn'  in  Chiefs  U,  S.  At*iny. 


Report  of  Major-Oeneral  Banki,  TJ.  8.  Annj,  explaining  to  the  Preiident  hii  plan  of 

action  and  the  caniei  of  faUore. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Neitj  Orleam,  October  ^,  1863. 

Sir:  Dispatches  from  the  General  in  Chief  impress  me  with  the 
belief  that  my  plan  of  action  in  the  movement  to  Sabine  Pass  is  not 
perfectly  undei-stood  by  the  Government.  It  was  not  intended  for 
the  occupation  of  Sabine  City.  *  *  ♦  The  landing  contemplated 
and  referred  to  in  the  ordei^s  given  to  General  Franklin  as  an  alterna- 
tive for  that  of  Sabine  Pass  was  upon  the  coast  10  or  12  miles  below. 
*  «  «  «  «•  *  * 

The  movement  to  the  Sabine  was  made  upon  the  reports  furnished 
by  the  naval  officers,  who  were  perfectl}'  confident  of  tneir  success  in 
being  able  to  d(\stroy  the  enemy's  guns.  The  grounding  of  the  two 
l)oats  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  other  two  boats  caused  the  failure  to 
effect  a  lauding  and  the  return  of  the  army.  In  my  judgment  the  armv 
should  not  have  returned,  but  should  have  continued  to  the  point  indi- 
cated for  landing  upon  the  coast,  as  contemplated  in  the  instructions. 
This  would  have  been  done  but  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  two  boats 
that  were  free  after  the  loss  of  the  Sa^^/wvi  and  the  Clifton.  The  expe- 
dition sailed  from  the  Mississippi  on  the  4th  of  September  and  returned 

to  the  Mississippi  on  September  11. 

4»  *  «  *  *  »  * 

We  are  now  in  position  for  a  movement  westward  into  Texas  and 
northward  to  northeastern  Texas  by  way  of  Shreveport.     *     *     * 

While  the  army  is  preparing  itself  for  one  or  the  other  of  these 
movements  I  propose  to  attempt  a  lodgment  upon  some  point  on  the 
coast  from  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  Kio  Grande.  The  gun- 
l)oat  Tennciiiiee  was  dispatched  l>y  Commodore  Bell  for  tliis  purpose  on 
the  29th,  a  careful  ana  intelligent  engineer  (Captain  Baker)  accompa- 
nied the  exp<^dition.     The  TeitnesHce  returned  to  New  Orleans  on  the 
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16th  instant.  The  report  was  most  favorable  for  operations  upon  the 
Gulf  coast.  ♦  ♦  *  The  expedition  will  sail  to-morrow  morning 
(23d)  at  9  o'clock. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major- General^  Oommanamg.^ 

The  President  of  the  United  States, 

Washhigto7i^  D.  C, 


Report  of  Commodore  BeU,  U.  8.  Havy,  traxiimitting  report!  regarding  the  eaeualtiee  on 

the  U.  8.  steamers  CUfton  and  8aehem. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Off  New  Orleans^  La.,  September  26,  1863. 

Sir:  The  BlenviUe  has  arrived  fromGralveston  for  repairs  of  rudder 
and  boilers;  she  reports  the  crews  of  the  vessels  on  that  coast  in  good 
health. 

Please  receive  enclosed  copies  of  reports  from  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Dana,  in  reference  to  the  killed  and  wounded  on  board  of  the 
U.  S.  steamers  Clifton  and  Sachem,  obtained  by  flag  of  truce  from 
Confederate  authorities  at  ^bine.  I  also  enclose  ftie  last  monthly 
reports  of  lists  of  oflScers  from  those  two  vessels. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
(kmiinodore,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Sqitad/t^mi  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Navy,  Washington. 

[EncloRure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Cayuga, 
Off  Sabine  Pa^s,  Tex.,  Septemher  13,  1863 — a.  m. 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  11th  instant  1  sent  in  a  flag-of -truce  boat 
and  ascertained  that  neither  the  captain  of  the  Clifton  nor  Sachem  was 
killed;  none  of  the  CUfton  s  officers  were  killed;  23  were  killed  and 
some  wounded,  mostly  belonging  to  the  Sachem.  The  Confederate 
officers  said  the  prisoners  were  hurried  oif  to  Houston,  and  conse- 
quently thev  were  unable  to  give  me  the  names  of  killed  and  wounded, 
but  would  ao  so  Sundav  if  I  would  send  in  a  boat. 

Captain  Lanison,  of  the  Granite  City,  brought  from  Calcasieu  14 
refugees.  I  have  questioned  sevemi  of  them  and  can  hear  of  no  fur- 
ther injury  to  the  Clifton  than  the  cuttin<r  of  the  steam  pipe.  The 
refugees  tell  me  that  the  Confederate  Captain  Fuller  waSvsent  for,  and 
has  taken  command  of  the  Confederate  gunboats  and  cotton-clads;  also 
that  the  IX-inch  guns  of  the  Harriet  Lane  have  been  placed  on  the  cot- 
ton-clads. 

P.  m. — My  flag-of-truce  boat  has  just  returned.  The  Confederates 
say  they  have  buried  iJH  of  our  people  and  they  have  a  number  wounded. 

I  deem  it  necessary  to  have  immediately  a  stronger  force  here,  as 
the  Granite  City,  an  iron  vessel,  carries  nothing  but  some  howitzers, 
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and  the  Ai*izona  has  but  three  available  guns.     She  is  also  an  iron 
vessel. 

Verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Dana, 
Lieutenant- (Jojmua7uiei'^  OmwiandingU.  S.^  aS.  Cayuga. 

Captain  John  P.  Gillis,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U*  S,  Fffrct^tt  (»ff  ( ^oant  of  Tejc^ia. 


U.  S.  S.  Cayuga, 
Off  Sabine  Pass,  Tex,,  Septtmher  17,  1S63. 

Sir:  I  have  been  unable  to  gain  much  additional  information  con- 
cerning affairs  on  shore  here.  The  ac<;ounts  of  refugees  and  pilots 
vary  and  give  nothing  satisfactory.  It  is  thought  by  one.  this  Captain 
Fuller  is  nere  and  b}'^  othei's  that  he  is  not.  An  Englisnman  named 
Odium,  thought  to  be  an  excellent  artillerist,  had  command  of  the  bat- 
tery before  reinforcements  arrived.  A  man  named  Paj^ne,  taken  at 
Galveston  and  sent  to  New  Orleans,  supposed  to  be  a  spy,  had  com- 
mand of  the  cotton  vessels  just  before  the  attack. 

In  the  last  flag-of-truce  boat  a  rebel  oflScer  named  Leon  Smith, 
C.  S.  Navy,  the  person  who  commanded  the  captors  of  the  Harriet 
Lane,  came  off  and  gave  his  card;  a^Major  Magruder  and  a  captain 
were  also  in  the  boat.  These  officers  we  have  not  before  seen.  The 
officer  who  came  off  in  the  first  boat  has  frequently  been  out  and  wa8 
here  during  the  engagement.  1  place  more  confidence  in  his  account 
of  the  killed  and  wounded. 

1  might  add  that  it  was  reported  by  the  officers  in  the  last  boat  that 
the  chief  engineers  of  both  vessels  were  killed,  and  that  the  executive 
officer  of  the  Clifton  was  wounded  and  died  in  Beaumont,  and  that  a 
master's  mate  of  the  Clifton  was  killed. 

As  there  is  no  sickness  on  board  the  coal  schooner,  1  have  ordered 
the  Arizona  and  Granite  City,  each,  to  take,  with  what  the}'  now  liave, 
coal  for  ten  days  full  steaming,  which,  when  this  vessel  is  full,  will  be 
about  150  tons  taken.  If  we  were  all  to  fill  up  little  or  none  would  be 
left  for  the  Seminole. 

Verv  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  II.  Dana, 
Lieutenant- Comtnander,  Cinnnumding  U,  S,  S.  Cayuga, 

Captain  John  P.  (jillis, 

C'omntffnding  U,  S,  Furees  off  Coant  <f  Texan. 


BetaUed  report  of  Lieatenant-Commander  Dana,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Cayuga. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Cayuoa, 
Off  Sahlne  Potts,  Texas,  (htoht^r  15,  1863. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  conununication  of  the  12th  instant,  requiring 
a  more  particular  account  of  the  conduct  of  the  sevenil  vessels  ana 
their  commanders  on  the  occasion  of  the  attack  on  Sabine  Pass,  I  have 
respectfully  to  state  that  at  the  time  the  Sachem  was  disabled  she  was 
a  little  farther  up  the  stream  than  the  other  gunboats,  and  in  the 
Eastern  Channel,  about  1,000  yards  from  the  battery  (nearly  abreast 
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of  it).  The  Arizona  was  a  short  distance  astern  of  her;  the  GranHe 
City  aliead  of  the  tmnsports  about  \\  miles  downstream  from  the 
battery,  where  she  remained  during  the  engagement  without  tiring. 
The  Clifton  was  some  distance  ah^td  of  the  Granite  City^  in  the 
Western  Channel.  When  the  8achem  was  disabled  my  attention  was 
particularly  directed  to  the  Clifton^  as  all  hopes  of  silencing  the  bat- 
tery rested  in  her.  She  ran  near  the  rebel  guns  and  aground,  as  I 
jucfged,  from  her  not  moving  while  her  engine  was  working.  At  one 
time  I  saw  a  quantity  of  steam  rise  from  her,  and  thought  she  was 
struck,  but  her  guns  continued  to  fire  and  her  beam  to  work.  During 
the  space  of  about  twenty  minutes,  when  the  Clifton  was  engaged  at 
close  quarters,  1  saw  a  boat  passing  from  the  Sachem  to  the  A^tzoiia^ 
the  two  vessels  being  very  near  each  other,  and  at  one  time  saw  the 
Arizona  heading  across  stream,  and  remaining  in  that  position  with 
her  stern  apparently  aground.  I  could  not  see  whether  or  not  the 
Sachem  w^as  aground,  but  thought  at  the  time  that  both  channels  were 
very  narrow  and  shallow — not  wider  than  the  length  of.  one  of  the 
vessels. 

When  the  Clifton  hauled  her  colors  down  and  hoisted  the  white 
flag  I  looked  at  the  SacJiem  and  saw  her  colors  down.  If  thev  had 
been  hauled  down  before,  1  think  1  would  have  noticed  it,  and  I  am 
almost  sure  the  Sachetn  had  no  white  flag  flying  before  the  Clifton 
hauled  down  her  ensign.  When  the  Clifton  surrendered,  1  was  con- 
fident the  troops  would  be  landed  and  retake  the  gunboats,  as  there 
was  no  rebel  force  in  sight  outside  the  battery.  The  transports 
started  out;  the  Granite  City  passed  the  transports  and  went  out  to 
the  Cayuaa^  which  vessel  was  anchored  near  the  wreck  of  the  Moinnng 
Light.  The  Arizana  came  down  into  main  channel  and  stopped  ahead; 
or  nearly  ahead  of  all  the  transports,  as  I  supposed  at  the  time,  to  pick 
up  a  number  of  boats  belonging  to  the  transports  anchored  in  the 
channel,  and  probably  to  protect  the  transports  from  a  rebel  steamer 
which  was  then  coming  down  from  above  the  battery.  Whether  or 
not  she  grounded  then  I  do  not  knpw. 

When  I  left  the  shore  1  was  above  all  our  vessels,  and  getting  on 
board  as  quickly  as  possible,  I  found  Captain  Lamson  of  the  Granite 
City  there,  who  told  me  the  Arlztma^  with  the  others,  had  hauled 
down  her  colors  and  was  aground.  1  replied  that  when  1  last  saw 
the  Arizona  (since  he  came  out)  her  colors  were  flying,  and  that  I  did 
not  think  they  had  been  hauled  down  at  any  time,  or  1  would  have 
seen  it.  1  told  Captain  Lamson  to  go  to  the  assistance  of  the  Arizomt,, 
who  replied  that  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  he  got  out  the 
channel  and  would  not  be  able  to  return,  as  it  was  then  about  dusk. 
Thinking  that  one  of  the  light-dmft  tmnsport  vessels  would  be  of  the 
most  service  to  the  Arizo7ui^  1  requested  General  Franklin  to  send  to 
her  assistance.  He  said  he  woula  do  what  he  could.  At  about  11 :  30 
p.  m.  the  A/'i.7o/ui  came  out. 

As  the  naval  and  army  forces  in  this  case  are  so  intimately  connected, 
judging  of  one  branch  of  the  service  without  reference  to  the  other 
would  not  be  in  accordance  with  the  strict  rule  of  justice. 
Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  II.  Dana, 
Lieutenaiii-Conr}nand-e:i\  Commanding  XT,  S.  S.  Cayuga, 

Commodore  II.  II.  Bell, 

Ci/nnnanding  West  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron, 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Havy  to  Commodore  Bell,  U.  8.  Havy,  to  oonvene  m  oonrt  of 

enquiry. 

Navy  Department,  October  iS,  1863. 

Sir:  The  Department  has  received  your  several  dispatches  in  refer- 
ence to  the  disaster  at  Sabine  Pass. 

You  will  order  a  court  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  command- 
ing officers  of  the  U.  S.  steamers  Arizona  and  Granite  City^  as  repre- 
sented in  the  reports  of  Major-General  Franklin  and  Brigadier-(jen- 
eral  Weitzel,  enclosed  with  your  No.  64. 

It  is  desirable  to  learn  as  earl}*^  as  practicable  the  fate  of  the  officers 
and  crews  of  the  Clifton  and  Sach^^in  who  were  killed  or  wounded, 
and  who  are  now  prisoners,  and  the  Department  authorizes  a  flag 
of  truce  to  be  sent  in  for  that  pur{>ose.  Many  enquiries  are  made 
by  relatives  who  are  interested. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

(tideon  Welles, 
V  Secretary  of  the  Namf. 

Commander  H.  II.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  RlorTcading  f^qua<1ron  jrro  tmu 


Letter  from  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  BeU,  U.  8.  Navy,  ezpreiiing  dliap- 

proval  of  the  oondnct  of  the  expedition. 

Navy  Department,  October  9^  1863. 

Sir:  >The  Department  received  your  several  dispatches  in  reference  to 
the  combined  expedition  to  Sabine  Pass,  which  resulted  in  the  capture 
of  the  U.  S.  steamers  Clifton  and  Sachem  and  their  officers  and  crews. 

While  commending  your  promptness  and  zeal  in  cooperating  with 
the  Army,  the  Department  can  not  approve  of  the  dispatching  of  three 
or  four  small  vessels  to  Sabine  Pass  to  contend,  in  the  narrow  and 
shallow  channel,  against  earthworks.  Nor  can  it  approve  of  the  plac- 
ing of  such  an  expedition  under  the  command  of  an  officer  of  com- 
pamtivelv  little  experience  in  such  matters. 

In  sucn  movements  the  Navv  in  case  of  failure  is  always  held 
responsible,  and  therefore  they  should  not  be  made  without  the  proper 
force  and  material  to  guard  against  disaster  and  secure  success,  and 
should  be  intrusted  to  officers  of  much  experience  and  judgment  only. 

The  disastrous  results  and  total  failure  of  the  Sabine  Pass  expedi- 
tion is  a  source  of  regret,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  similar  movements 
mav  not  be  undertaken  without  a  full  consideration  of  the  consequence 
and  responsibilities. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  O^rasco  should  l)e  brought  before  a 
court  for  leaving  his  blockading  station  without  ordeis. 
Very  respectfully,  etc!., 

(tideon  Welles, 

Seeretavj/  if  the  Nany, 

Commodore  Henry  H.  Bell, 

Coindy,  Wf'.*<ter7i  Gidf  Blockdg,  SqinaJvinu  Nev*  Orleans, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Madigan,  U.  8.  Navy,  to 

explain  hii  abience  from  the  blockade. 

Navy  Department,  <k:tof)er  [10]^  1S6S. 

Sir:  The  Department  desires  an  explanation  from  you  of  your 
absence  from  the  blocrkade  oflF  Sabine  Pass  at  the  period  of  the  fitting 
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out  and  arrival  of  the  combined  expedition  under  the  command  of 
Brigadier-General  Franklin,  U.  S.  Army,  at  that  place. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretai'y  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  John  Madigan,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Neio  OaMh^  Mai/ne, 


Seport  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Madigan,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Owaico, 

explaining  hii  abience  from  the  blockade. 

New  Castle,  Me.,  October  15^  1863. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  communication  of  the  lOth  instant,  I  have 
to  say  that  I  was  blockading  alone  in  the  gunboat  (hma^eo  off  Sabine 
and  that  I  was  obliged  to  go  to  Galveston  for  oil  for  the  machinery  on 
Sunday,  the  6th  of  September,  and  left  there  as  had  been  occasionally 
done  })eiFore  for  coal,  etc.  I  left  at  10: 30  a.  m.  and  arrived  at  Galveston 
at  8:30  p.  m.  of  same  day.  The  gunboat  Cayuga.,  being  nearly  filled 
with  coal,  was  ordered  to  fill  up  and  resume  the  blockaae  off  Sabine, 
which  she  did,  leaving  at  8  oVlock  of  that  evening.  1  was  ordered  to 
fill  up  with  coal  on  Monday  at  Galveston.  In  re^rd  to  the  fitting  out 
of  the  combined  expedition,  I  knew  nothing  of  it  at  the  time  of  my 
leaving  Sabine,  nor  did  the  senior  oflBcer  off  Galveston,  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge  and  belief. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Madigan, 
Lieiitennnt'Commander.^  TJ.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  Ctideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Seport  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  8.  Navy,  acknowledging  the  order  to  convene  a  court  of 

enquiry. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sixx)p  Pensacola, 
({f  Nein  OrlHim,  La.,  Octoher  30,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  lionor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  of 
October  2,  directing  a  court  of  enquiry  to  be  held  on  the  commanding 
otiicers  of  the  Oranlir  City  and  the  Arhorui. 

Tho.^e  two  steamers  are  now  at  sea  on  blockade,  and  the  material 
evidence  is  with  the  army,  at  present  in  the  tield.  Your  order  shall 
be  complied  with  as  soon  as  practiciible. 

The  ArhdhstiH  has  been  sent  to  the  coast  of  Texas,  with  instructions 
for  the  connnanding  officer  ofi'  Sabine  to  send  in  a  flag  of  truce  to 
ascertain  the  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  of  the  Cliftim  and  Sachem. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Coiniiwdore^  Camdtj.  Wtut  Gvlf  Blochdg.  Sqxutdronpro  tern. 

Hon.  Gidkon  Welles, 

SecMnry  <f  the  Navy.,   Wa^hingtoji. 


Seport  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Crocker,  U.  8.  Havy,  commanding  naval  fore*. 

Houston,  Tex.,  Siq>te)nher  12^  1863. 

Sir:  Hv  permission  of  the  provost-marshal-general  of  Texas,  I  have 
the  honoi'  to  make  a  concise  report  concerning  the  e^Xxsct^  <A  ^^ 
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Clifton  and  Savherti  and  the  failure  of  our  attack  on  the  fort  at  Sabine, 
passing  the  failure  of  the  Gniiilte  City  to  anchor  off  the  bar  and 
show  tne  concerted  .signal  wheroby  we  lost  the  advantage  of  surprise 
and  other  failures. 

On  the  ni^ht  of  the  7th  instant  the  whole  fleet  anchored  off  the  bar, 
and  at  daylight  the  next  morning  I  crossed  the  bar  in  the  CUftan  to 
reconnoiter.  I  found  a  cotton-clad  gunboat  and  a  very  strong-looking 
battery  situated  where  I  expected  to  tiiid  it,  and  after  attempting  to 
dmw  their  lire  without  success  f(»ll  back  and  signalized  for  the  whole 
fleet  to  cross  the  bar,  which  was  done, 

I  then  went  on  board  General  Franklin's  ship  to  ari'ange  for  the 
attack,  which  was  tinally  decided  as  follows:  \Vhile  the  UliftonY^BA 
shelling  the  battery  with  short'^fuze  shells  the  Saehe/a  and  Arizona 
were  to  advance  up  the  Ijouisiana  channel,  and  thus  compel  the  enemy 
to  change  the  traming  of  his  guns,  when  the  Clift<m  was  to  advance 
rapidly  up  the  Texas  channel  and  endeavor  to  ob^in  a  position  near 
enough  to  the  battery  to  enable  the  sharpshooters  to  pick  off  the 
enemy's  gunners. 

The  Granite  City  was  to  start  with  the  Clifton^  and,  following  her 
up  the  Texas  channel,  take  up  a  position  just  above  the  old  lottery  and 
cover  the  landing  of  troops  at  that  plai'e  from  the  tiunsport  General 
Bankfi^  which  troops  were  to  advance  rapidly  up  the  bank  towaixl  the 
enemy  and  support  the  Ollfton^  should  she,  as  was  expected,  ei*ound 
near  the  battery.  It  was  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  before  General 
Franklin  was  read}^  to  cooperate,  by  which  time  the  smoke  of  several 
steamers  was  discovered  coming  down  the  lake. 

The  arrangements  of  the  army  l>eing  at  last  completed,  the  Clifton 
took  up  her  position  in  the  1" exas  channel  and  began  to  shell  the  enemj'. 
The  Sachem  started  up  the  Louisiana  channel,  followed  by  the  Arizona^ 
and  after  grounding  slightly,  entered  the  channel  and  joined  in  the 
action  as  they  moved  up.  The  Granite  City  and  the  General  Ban k^^ 
with  their  anchors  u]),  lay  re^idy  to  follow. 

At  the  second  discliarge  from  the  enemy^s  guns  the  Clifton^  with  a 
full  head  of  steam,  steamed  rapidly  up  the  Texas  channel  toward  the 

battery. 

When  the  C/f'i'ton  was  about  halfway  up  to  the  battery,  1  noticed 
with  great  surprise  that  the  Granite  City  and  the  General  Banks  were 
still  laying  drifting  across  the  tide,  making  no  attempt  to  follow;  at 
the  same  time  a  shot  from  the  enemy  struck  the  Saclifnes  boiler,  dis- 
abling her  instantly  and  silencing  lieu*  lire;  luit,  depending  ujx)n  the 
support  of  all  the  others,  the  CI  If  tint  ke])t  on  Ihm*  course.  In  a  short 
time,  however,  her  wheel  rope  was  shotawav  and  she  grounded  sooner 
than  was  expected,  and  in  such  a  position  tliat  only  three  of  her  guns 
could  bear  on  the  battery,  and  witfi  three  we  kept  up  the  fight,  making 
every  effort  to  get  the  vessel  afloat,  but  before  we  succeeded  a  shot 
passed  through  her  boiler  and  machinery,  disabling  her  completely. 

Until  this  time  every  man  stood  to  his  post,  ana  the  fight  was  pro- 
gressing favombly,  but  the  steam  drove  all  the  sharpshoot^ers  off  the 
upper  deck.  Many,  thinking  the  vessel  was  about  to  olow  up,  jumped 
overboard;  at  the  same  time  the  enemy  got  our  range,  and  their  lire 
began  to  tell  severelv.  The  vessel  twice  caught  fire,  and  the  men 
were  falling  fast.  My  executive  oflicer  (Acting  Master  llobert 
Rhodes)  fell  mortally  wounded.  Two  other  officers  received  wounds, 
and  the  men,  noticing  that  no  supi)ort  was  ne^ir,  many  of  them  became 
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unsteady;  enough  of  them  remained,  however,  to  keep  up  a  very 
effectual  fire,  which  was  being  done  with  the  faint  hope  tnat  we  might 
et  be  supported,  when  I  was  met  by  two  of  my  officers  and  informed 
y  one  of  them  that  he  had  hauled  down  the  nag  and  that  we  could 
not  fight  any  more.  With  great  indignation  I  ordered  it  hoisted 
again  and  all  to  stand  to  their  guns;  but  the  example  had  become  con- 
tagious, with  few  exceptions.  The  men  had  left  their  guns  and  were 
taking  to  the  water.  At  the  same  time  a  shot  from  the  enemy  disabled 
one  of  my  three  guns,  and  the  lock  of  another  broke,  the  remnant  of 
the  crew  firing  it  with  a  hammer.  Under  the  circumstances,  and  see- 
ing that  the  Arizona^  failed  to  push  on,  the  Granite  ^VVyand  GtnercU 
Ba7iks  to  make  the  slightest  attempt  to  support  me,  the  enemy's  fire 
becoming  more  and  more  deadly,  deserted  oy  all  but  a  few  brilliant 
exceptions,  I  deemed  it  mv  duty  to  stop  the  slaughter  by  showing  the 
white  flag,  which  was  done,  and  we  fell  into  the  nands  of  the  enemy. 
While  the  fight  was  thus  progressing  the  commander  of  the  Sfichem 
sent  to  the  Arizona  an  order  to  advance  and  take  him  in  tow,  but  it 
was  not  obeyed. 

The  Arizona  lay  astern  nearly  silent  until  the  termination  of  the 
fight,  when  she  turned  and  fled. 

The  conduct  of  the  commanders  of  the  Arizona  and  Granite  City  ox  oi 
my  officer  who  hauled  down  the  flag  I  am  not  now  called  upon  to  char- 
acterize, nor  that  of  Geneml  Franklin  in  failing  so  utterly  to  cooper- 
ate, but  I  trust  my  Government  will  soon  place  me  in  a  position  to  ask 
an  enquiry  into  the  facts. 

I  can  not  conclude  without  bearing  testimony  to  the  gallant  manner 
which  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Sachein  carried  out,  so  far  as  he 
could,  his  part  of  the  programme. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  oJ)cdient  servant, 

Frederick  CrockeRj 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Coitimanding  Expeditu^K 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bkll, 

CotnvtandhKjWest  Gulf  S(2uadr<m^  off  y etc  (h'lean^^  Lu, 


Letter  from  Commodore  BeU,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Major-Oeneral  Magmder,  C.  8.  Army,  reqneit- 
ing  the  names  of  the  kUled,  wounded,  and  captured  of  the  U.  8.  iteamers  Clifton  and 
Sachem.' 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Off  Neiv  Orleans,  La.,  Odohfr^r,  ISO  J. 

General:  I  am  authorized  to  send  a  flag  of  truce  into  Sabine  Pass 
to  ascertain  the  names  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  captured  oflicers 
and  crew  of  the  late  U.  S.  steamers  Clifton  and  jSacnem  in  Sabine 
Pass  on  the  8th  September  last,  and  subsequent  casualties  among  them. 
I  recjuest,  sir,  you  will  kindly  supply  the  information,  in  order  to 
relieve  the  anxiety  of  their  relations.  The  senior  officer  on  blockade 
off  Sabine  or  (Jalveston  will  receive  your  repl3\ 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore^  dnndtf.  West  Gulf  Bh^chlg,  Squadron  pro  tent. 

Major-Cxencral  John  B.  MAcmuDEK, 

C.  S,  Army  of  Texan, 
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Beport  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Crocker,  IT.  8.  Havy,  prisoner  in  the  Ck>iifederat» 
linei,  tranimitting  list  of  caiualtiei  on  tlie  TJ.  8.  iteamen  Clifton  and  Saehem. 

Camp  Groce,  Tex.,  Nm^^eniber  0^  186S. 

Sir:  Your  communication,  under  date  of  October  27,  1863,  to  Major 
General  J.  B.  Magruder,  asking  the  naine^  of  the  killed,  wounded, 
and  captured  officers  and  crew  of  the  late  U.  S.  steamers  ClifUm  and 
Sachein^  has  been  this  day  referred  to  me,  with  permission  to  answer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forwai-d  you  herewith  a  correct  list  of  the  cap- 
tured officers  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  colored  men,  of  the  crew 
of  the  Clifton^  and  as  near  as  I  am  able  to  ascertain  a  correct  list  of 
the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  I  also  forward  similar  lists  of  the 
Sachem^  as  handed  me  by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  A.  Johnson. 

In  my  former  report  I  mentioned  the  name  of  my  executive  officer 
only. 

All  the  wounded  have  recovered,  but  of  the  mivssingit  is  known  that 
many  were  drowned. 

I  also  include  a  list  of  officers  and  men  of  the  Signal  (/orps  and  of 
the  Seventy-fifth  New  York  Volunteers. 

I  am,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frederick  Crocker, 
Act  In  (J  Voluitirer  Lieutenant^  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commodoie  II.  II.  Bell, 

Cknndfj,  Western  Gulf  Squodntn^  off  Nrw  (h'ttumn^  La, 

[Enchwures.] 

Ei'duimjed  n.s  f<ol(Iiert<, — George  Range,  ordinary  seaman;  William 
Welsh,  landsman;  Daniel  McCarty,  ordinary  seaman;  James  E.  Hodg- 
kins,  landsman. 

Liitf  of  kiikd,  wituudedy  (wd  mimng,  T.  S.  K  Clijlon. 

Killed, — Robert  Rhodes,  acting  master  and  executive officoj*;  Michael 
Driscoll,  landsman;  a  negro  contniband,  name  unknown.  Of  Sevent}'- 
fifth  Regiment  Now  York  Volunteers:  L.  D.  Ilallock,  corporal,  C/om- 
pany  B;  (i.  T.  Boardsley,  D.  E.  Parker,  privates.  Company  B;  H. 
Raymond,  private, Company  A ;  James |  M.J  Benedict,  private.  Company 
D;  W.  W.  Miller,  private,  Company  G;  William  F.  Pray,  private. 
Signal  C -orps.     Total,  10  killed.  • 

\Voifndfd.-  F.  ,J,  Bradley,  third  assistant  engineer;  William 
Mahoney,  landsman;  Peter  Brown,  seaman;  Morris  Powers,  second- 
class  fireman.  Of  Seventy-fifth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers: 
E.  N.  Andn^ws,  E.  L.  Bradley,  privates,  Company  B;  W.  H.  Beebe, 
John  [J.  I  Campbell,  j)rivates.  Company  (t;  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Dana, 
Signal  Corps,  slightly.     Totiil.  \)  wouncled. 

Mu»in(f, — Twenty-one  of  tne  crew,  names  ui'known  inostlv  col- 
ored. Of  Seventy-fifth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers:  0.  A. 
Brown,  corporal.  Company  A;  A.  (i.  Borden,  K.  ().  Canfield,  F. 
Olford,  R.  Tucker,  privates.  Company  B;  A.  V.  Brown,  I.  Bump, 
privates.  Company  G.     Total,  28  missing. 

Grand  totaf. — 10  killed.  9  wounded,  28  missing. 
Very  respectfully, 

Frederick  Crocker, 
Actlmj  Vtfluntt'cr  Lieutenant^  U,  S,  Navy, 
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Complete   list  which   accompanied  this  sent  to  War  Department 
Februaiy  20,  1862. 


List  of  officers  and  crew  of  the  late  U.  S.  S.  Sachem^  at  Sabine  PasSy  September  8^  186S. 

PRISOXBRS. 

Officers. — Amos  Johnson,  acting  volunteer  lieutenant;  A.  H.  Rey- 
nolds, acting  ensign ;  J.  C.  Heney,  acting  master's  mate;  W.  E.  Bridges, 
acting  master's  mate;  A.  E.  I^rrien,  paymaster's  clerk. 

Petty  officers. — John  Taylor,  boatswain's  mate  (exchanged*);  Her- 
man Spifker,  quartermaster  (died  at  Camp  Ford,  June,  1864*);  J.  C. 
McNerney,  quartermaster. 

Seamen. — Edward  Foley  (exchanged*),  John  Stewart,  G^rge  Brown 
(escaped*),  Charles  Brown  (died  June  1, 1864,  at  Camp  Ford,  Texas*), 
William  Sutter,  John  Thompson  (died  March  14,  1864,  at  Camp 
Ford*),  Alexander  Ashton  (reported  as  having  escaped*),  John  De 
Casta,  Thomas  Hall,  Thomas  JVlulman,  Daniel  iSiker,  George  McCler- 
ran,  William  Vargan,  John  Swift. 

Lamhmen. — John  Imbush  (died  August  7,  1864,  at  Camp  Ford*), 
Michael  De  Lanev,  James  McVey,  James  Kelley,  Thomas  Milem,  John 
Carey  (died  July  13,  1864*),  M.  J.  Flynn,  (Jeorge  M.  Whiteman, 
James  Stewart  (exchanged*),  William  Wheaton,  Peter  Martin,  John 
A.  Andrews. 

E)}(jin£er\s  department. — John  Hayes  (escaped*),  Dennis  Toomey, 
John  McDonough  (said  to  have  escaped  and  reached  the  blockade  ). 

KILLED. 

Offix^evH. — John  Eraser,  second  assistant  engineer. 
Seaman. — John  Williams. 

Flreuuni. — William  Robinson,  Richard  Turner,  Thomas  Sullivan, 
Thomas  Ryan,  Calvin  Williams. 

M  IKS  I  NO. 

Officers,  -flohn  Munroe,  third  assistant  engineer  (dead*). 
Seamen.  —Peter  Benson  (reached  the  ^l/vWwa*),  G.  William  Meeker 
(reached  the  Arizona*). 

Landwitn. — Peter  Lee,  Henry  Brown,  William  Glenn  (dead  on  the 
Arizona*).,  George  Horton  (reached  Arizona*).,  Randell  Smith,  Isaac 
Carter,  William  Wilson,  John  Chace,  Willis  Green,  William  Lowe 
(reached  the  Arizona*)^  Samuel  Smith  (reached  the  Arizona*).,  John 
Horton,  John  Rolles. 

Very  resx)ectfully, 

Amos  Johnson, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  U.  S.  Navy. 

[Endorsement.] 

List  of  officers  and  priv^ates  of  Company  D,  One  hundred  and  sixty- 
first  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers,  on  boat  Sachern.,  killed,  wounded, 
etc. ,  sent  to  War  Department  February  20. 

*  In  pencil. 
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Second  report  of  Acting  Volanteer  Lieutenant  Crocker,  XT.  8.  Navy,  late  eo; 

naval  foroet. 

Edgartown,  Mass.,  April  21^  1866, 

Sir:  While  a  prisoner  to  the  rebels  I  received  permission  to  forward 
a  concise  account  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  capture  of  the 
U.  S.  steamers  Clifton  and  Sachem^  under  my  command,  and  the  fail- 
ure of  the  attack  upon  Sabine  Pass,  Texas,  September  8,  1863,  but  I 
am  unable  to  learn  that  it  reached  the  Department.  I  have  the  honor 
now  to  send  a  more  complete  report. 

As  arranged  between  Major-General  Franklin,  commanding  the  land 
forces.  Commodore  II.  H.  Bell,  and  myself,  the  attack  upon  Sabine 
Pass  was  to  havii  bern  a  surprise.  It  was  intended  that  the  expedition 
should  arrive  off  the  pass  during  the  night  of  the  6th,  and  be  ready  to 
.start  in  over  the  bar  with  the  whole  rorce  at  early  daylight  on  the 
morning  of  the  7th,  with  the  expectation  of  finding  the  i*ebel  steamers 
known  to  be  there  with  steam  down,  when  they  would  be  unable  to 
esca]ie. 

In  order  to  injure  the  success  of  this  plan,  Commodore  Bell  dis- 
patched the  (rnm!te  City^  Acting  JVIaster  C.  W.  Lamson,  commanding, 
having  our  principal  pilot  on  board,  a  day  in  advance,  with  orders  to 
connuunicate  with  the  blockaders  at  Sabine  and  anchor  his  vessel 
exactly  at  the  mouth  of  the  channel  and  at  night  to  show  a  light  from 
the  seabojird  side  of  his  vessel,  by  which  the  fleet  could,  on  their 
arrival,  be  guided  to  a  proper  anchorage. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  September  the  advance  division  of 
the  land  forces,  under  Brigadier-General  Weitzel,  in  transports,  con- 
voyed by  the  U.  S.  S.  Arizona^  Acting  Master  Howard  Tibbits,  com- 
manding, rendezvoused  at  Barrel  Stake  light-house,  Atchafalaya  Bay, 
where  they  were  awaited  by  the  naval  force  under  my  command, 
namely,  the  U.  S.  steamers  Clifton  and  Sachem^  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Amos  »Iohnson. 

After  detailing  sharpshooters  to  the  three  gunboats,  the  whole  force 
started  for  Sabine,  regulating  the  speed  so  as  to  arrive  at  the  pass 
during  the  night,  as  had  been  arranged.  After  dark  the  whole  con- 
voy, following  the  C/lfto?),  closed  in  with  the  land  and  moved  down 
the  coast  in  not  more  than  4  fathoms  water,  to  ensure  falling  in  with 
the  Onuiltc  City  and  her  .signal  light,  as  there  was  no  other  way  to 
ascertain  the  exact  position  of  the  pass  in  a  dark  night. 

The  expedition  steamed  along  the  coast  in  this  way  until,  by  the 
reckoning  and  the  trending  of  the  coast,  it  was  certain  that  it  had 
passed  the  desired  point,  when  it  turned  and  moved  back  in  the  same 
way  until,  by  the  reckoning,  it  having  again  passed  the  sought-for 
point,  it  became  certain  that  the  Granite  City  was  not  at  her  post, 
that  the  blockaders  were  also  away,  and,  consequently,  that  the 
expedition  could  not  anchor  exactly  at  the  appointed  spot.  1  therefore 
defamed  it  best  to  move  to  the  eastward  and  offshore  far  enough 
to  be  concealed  from  the  coast  when  it  became  daylight,  and  it 
wjis  done. 

At  daylight  the  (Irnnltr  Clti/  w^as  in  sight  inshore  and  came  near. 
Acting  Master  Lamson  re[)ortecl  that  on  arriving  off'  the  pass  the  day 
previous  he  found  no  blockaders  there,  but,  soon  after  anchoring,  he 
discovered  a  large  man-ot-war  steamer,  painted  lead  color,  which  his 
fertile  imagination  transformed  into  the  dreadful    Ahihanm:  that  he 
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thereupon  got  underway  and  left,  went  to  the  mouth  of  the  Calcasieu 
River,  and  sent  in  a  boat  to  get  information  about  Sabine,  but  obtained 
none. 

Ad  this  first  attempt  at  sui'piise  had  failed,  and  as  there  was  danger  of 
the  enemy's  obtaining  some  information  of  our  inteutiony  tbrougn  the 
ill-advisea  communieation  at  Calcasieu,  I  proimaed  to  General  Weitzel 
that  we  should  immediately  start  for  Sabine  and  make  the  attack  at 
once,  but  he  waa  still  in  favor  of  attempting  a  surprise  and  preferred 
to  wait  for  the  next  night,  and,' as  my  orders  were  to  "  cooperate  with 
the  army  "  I,  of  course,  waited  also. 

The  Granite  City  was  sent  once  more  to  the  pass,  with  orders  to 
anchor  and  show  a  light,  as  before  directed,  and  the  other  steamers 
were  extended  in  a  line  across  the  route  of  the  other  divisions  of  the 
expedition  to  intercept  them.  During  the  day,  however,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  the  division  under  the  immediate  command  of  General 
Franklin  had  passed  unseen  and  was  at  anchor  olf  the  pass.  As  sur- 
prise was  now  no  longer  possible,  the  remainder  of  the  expedition 
moved  in  toward  the  pass,  and  during  the  night  of  the  7th  came  to 
anchor  near  the  channel.  There  I  found  the  gunboat  Cayuga, smA  to 
her  commanding  officer  1  showed  my  orders  and  askedforinformation; 
but  he,  although  he  hud  been  stationed  oS  the  pass  several  months, 
was  unable  to  give  me  the  slightest  information  about  the  character 
of  the  fortifications  or  the  amount  of  force  in  the  pass,  but  believed 
we  should  find  them  much  stronger  than  we  expected. 

Having  informed  General  Franklin  of  this,  it  was  deemed  proper  for 
the  Cliftiyn,  first,  to  steam  in  over  the  bar  at  early  daylight,  and  then, 
if  the  anchorage  was  safe,  to  signalize  the  other  gunrMjata  and  the 
transports  to  pass  the  bar  also.  Accordingly',  at  daylight,  on  the 
morning  of  the  8th,  I  crossed  the  bar  in  the  UlifUm  and  moved  up  the 
pass,  when  I  discovered  a  very  formidable  earthwork,  mounting  six 
guns,  some  of  them  apparently  verv  heavy,  and  a  small  cotton-clad 
steamer,  but,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  few  in  the  battery,  no  . 
troops,  and  no  signs  of  any,  nor  of  any  other  fortifications.  I 

After  steaming  up  witnin  easy   range  of   the  enemy's  guns,  and  ' 
throwing  a  numl^r  of  shells  to  draw  their  fire,  without  success,  I  aiji- 
naled  for  the  whole  fleet  to  cross  the  bar.  which  was  done  as  faj*t  as  they 
could  push  through  the  mud,  and  by  about  10  o'clock  a.  m.  all  the 
gunboats  and  a  large  number  of  transports  were  inside  at  anchor. 

Immediately  upon  his  arrival,  I  boarded  General  Franklin's  steamer 
to  consult  about  the  next  move.  It  was  decided  that  the  battery 
appeared  too  formidable  to  warrant  an  attack  by  the  gunboats  alone, 
as  was  first  intended,  for,  with  the  exception  of  the  CUftoti,  their 
aiTQaments  were  li^rht  and  the  boilers  and  machinery  of  the  whole 
entirely  unprotected,  and  it  was  determined  that  the  army  should 
assist  in  the  attack,  I  took  General  Franklin  and  General  Weitzel 
ashore  in  my  boat  to  reconnoiter,  when  it  was  decided  that  a  landing 
of  troops  could  only  l)e  effected  at  the  Old  Battery,  where  the  bank 
was  nearly  perpendicular  and  the  water  of  sufficient  depth  to  allow 
a  steamer  to  run  directly  alongside  of  it.  but  which  was  within  range 
of  the  enemy's  guns.  These  facts  ascertained,  the  plan  of  attack 
arranged  as  follows: 

It  being  evident  from  the  appearance  of  the  enemy's  guns  that  they 
were  elevated  and  pointed  to  command  one  particular  place  in  thie 
Texas  channel,  and  that  if  the  gunboats  reached  that  point  without 

H  W  R— VOL  20 35 


lilt  ^B 


EST   GULF    BLOOKADIHO    8QUADB01T. 


diverting  their  niQi  they  would  be  almost  certainly  disabled,  I  deter- 
mined to  avail  myself  of  the  other  channel,  and  bv  sending  a  part  of 
my  force  up  that  compel  the  enemy  to  change  the  direction  of  bis 
guns  or  permit  them  to  pass  the  battery  unmoleijted.  Accordingly.  I 
ordered  the  Sachfin.  followed  by  the  Arizona-,  to  steam  rapidly  up  the 
LfOuisiana  channel,  while  I,  in  the  Clifton,  advanced  slowly  up  the 
Texas  channel,  with  the  intention  to  make  a  dash  upon  the  battery  the 
moment  its  guns  were  turned  upon  the  Sachem  ana  Arizona.  In  any 
event,  I  expected  that  a  part  of  my  force  would  pasH  the  battery,  and 
felt  nure  that  either  vessel  could  cope  successfully  with  the  enemy's 
miserable  cotton-clad  which  lay  above. 

The  Granite  City  having  only  a  battery  of  light  howitzers,  was 
detailed  to  follow  tiie  Clifton,  take  po-iition  just  above  the  Old  Bat- 
tery in  the  Texas  cliannel,  and  cover  the  landmg  of  the  troops,  which 
were  to  begin  to  land  the  moment  the  gunboats  commenced  toe  attack. 
The  troops,  as  fast  as  they  landed,  were  to  be  thrown  forward  as  skir- 
mishers and  sharpshooters,  and  ai^ist  to  drive  the  enemy  from  their 
guns. 

All  parts  of  the  plan  were  fully  understood  by  General  Franklin  and 
General  Weitzei  and  by  the  commanding  officers  of  the  gunboats,  and' 
met  with  their  expressed  sanction  and  approval.  As  I  left  General 
Franklin  to  commence  the  attack,  my  last  words  were,  that  if  1  grounded 
under  the  battery,  as  was  possible.  1  should  be  entirely  (fcstroyed 
should  he  fail  in  landing  the  troops  &«  he  proposed,  and  he  again  prom- 
ised to  have  his  transports  follow  the  gunboats  closely. 

The  naval  forcesweTeready  for  the  attack  by  noon,  but  were  delayed- 
waiting  for  the  army  transports,  until  nearly  4  o'clock,  when  General 
Franklin  informed  me  that  he  was  ready,  and  1  at  once  made  the  ^ 
nal  to  engage,  and  commenced  steaming  slowly  up  the  Texas  channel, 
throwing  shells  rapidly  from  the  IX-inch  gun  forward.  The  Sachem. 
proceeded  slowly  up  the  Louisiana  channel,  followed,  af  t«r  considerable 
floundering,  by  the  Arizona,  and  reached  nearly  halfway  to  the  battery 
before  the  enemv  changed  the  direction  of  their  ^ans.  and  even  then 
they  fired  so  wildly  that  of  about  thirty  shots  aimed  at  the  Saclism 
only  one  took  effect;  but  that  one  totally  disabled  her  and  silenced  hw 
Bre. 

The  commander  of  the  Sachem  informed  me  that  as  soon  as  he 
disabled  he  anchored  to  prevent  grounding  and  sent  a  message  to 
commander  of  the  Arisema  to  come  up  and  take  him  in  tow.  but,  aJthougl 
the  Arizona  was  at  one  time  nearly  within  hail,  the  order  was  not 
obeyed,  and  the  Sachem  was  thereby  lost. 

The  Arizona  slowly  followed  the  Sacliem,  keeping  up  a  slow  and 
very  ineffective  fire  until  the  Sachem  was  disabled,  and  then  made  no 
effort  to  pass  that  vessel,  but  lay  in  the  channel,  rendering  no  impor- 
tant assistance,  until  the  Clifton  and  Sachem  surrendered,  when  she 
turned  and  made  her  escape. 

The  Granite  City,  although  ordered  to  follow  the  Clifton  closely 
until  its  position  above  the  Old  Battery  was  reached,  apparently  made 
no  attempt  to  obey  the  order,  but  lay  during  the  whole  engagement 
drifting  with  the  tide  near  the  transports  and  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
enemy^  guns. 

Immediately  that  the  battery  changed  the  direction  of  its  guns  the 
Clifton  started,  under  a  full  head  of  steam,  up  the  Texas  channel  and 
ha<f  reached  more  than  halfway  to  the  battery  before  the  eDemy  dis- 


i 

ugh 


WEST   ODXF   BLOOKAblNG    SQUADRON. 

covered  her  rapid  appioacb;  but  then  they  at  once  brought 

to  bear  upon  her.     Iheir  aim,  however,  had,  as  I  expected, 

deranged  that  not  until  the  Ctifion  had  had  her  wheel  ropea  shot  away  I 
or  parted,  and  bad  grounded  in  consequence,  did  their  shot  take  effect,  j 

The  Clifton  grounded  in  a  position  such  as  enabled  us  to  use  only 
three  guns,  which  were  for  a  time  used  with  accuracy  and  effect;  but  ' 
soon  after  she  irrounded  a  shot  struck  the  steam  drum,  when  she  be- 
came entirely  helpless.  The  steam  and  hot  water  drove  the  sharp- 
shooters and  every  one  off  the  upper  deck.  Another  sliot  mortally 
wounded  Acting  Master  Robert  Rhodes,  my  executive  officer,  who  feu 
early  in  the  fight  bravely  doing  his  duty. 

In  order  to  bring  another  gun  to  bear,  I  ordered  Acting  Master's 
Mate  H.  S.  P.  Rollins  to  train  his  gun  forward  and  blow  out  the  side 
of  the  vessel.  This  he  did,  and  that  gun  was  thus  brought  into  use 
during  the  remainder  of  the  action. 

Upon  the  loss  of  my  executive  officer  Idirected  Acting  Master  B,  8. 
Weelia,  who  was  next  in  rank  and  in  command  of  the  after  pivot  gun 
(not  in  use),  to  assume  the  duties  of  executive  officer.  He  replied  that 
he  "did  not  see  anything  to  do."  Soon  after  the  vessel  caught  lire, 
and  1  directed  him  to  have  the  fire  extinguished.  He  asked  me  if  I 
expected  him  to  do  it  himself,  saying  that  he  did  not  know  where  the 
bucketswere  and  could  notcontrol  the  men,  I  then  ordered  the  senior 
engineer,  James  A.  Fox,  who  was  standing  near,  to  have  it  put  out, 
and  he  did  it  promptly. 

In  the  meantime  the  enemy's  fire  was  becoming  hot  and  deadly,  and 
men  were  falling  fast.  A  shot  struck  the  muzzle  of  one  of  the  forward 
guns,  partially  disabling  it  and  wounding  many  of  the  crew.  While 
placing  new  men  at  the  gun  I  learned  that  the  lock  of  the  IX-inch  pivot 
forward  (my  main  dependence)  was  broken,  but  the  crew  were  man- 
fully lighting  it  and  exploding  the  primer  with  a  hatchet. 

In  this  way  the  fight  continued  about  half  an  hour,  and  yet  the  Gran- 
ite City  or  the  army  transports  had  made  not  the  slightest  movement 
toward  taking  their  positions,  but  lay  drifting  with  the  tide.  The 
Sachem  had  become  entirely  silent,  the  Arizona  making  only  «  few 
ineffectual  shots,  and  the  enemy's  fire  becoming  more  and  more  aec^urate 
and  deadly. 

While  I  was  at  the  forward  gun,  directing  the  fire  and  encouraging 
the  crew  with  the  hope  of  being  able  to  hold  out  till  the  armj'  should 
afford  us  the  promised  relief.  Acting  Master  Benjamin  S.  Weeka^the 
officer  who  in  the  commencement  of  the  engagement  could  find  nothing 
to  do^came  to  me  and  entreated  me  to  surrender  and  save  a  useless 
sacrifice  of  life,  adding  that  he  had  already  hauled  down  the  Hag  1  He 
called  my  attention  to  the  fact  that  no  help  had  as  yet  started,  and 
that  there  was  no  appearance  of  any  coming;  that  the  Sachem-  was 
disabled  and  silenced,  the  Arizona  retreating,  and  our  own  men  rapidly 
jumping  overboard;  that  it  was  of  no  u.se  to  fight  longer.  Unfortu- 
nately, oy  this  time  his  remark  was  true,  for,  seeing  the  fiag  hauled 
down,  the  men  became  rapidly  demoralized,  and,  with  a  few  orilliant 
exceptions,  began  to  leave  the  guns  and  take  to  the  water. '  Thu-i  my 
last  hope  left  me,  and  I  surrendered,  immediately  destroying  all  signal 
books  and  public  papers. 

During  the  engagement  the  wounded  received  no  attention,  as  the 
surgeon  was  not  to  be  found.     It  wa.s  reported  to  me  that  Acting 

Assistant  Surgeon  D.  D.  T.  Nestell  climbed  over  outside  and  got 

the  rudder,  and  there  remained  during  the  engagement. 


I 
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It  U  with  great  relnctaiico  that  1  report  the  conduct  of  the  coin 
tuaiiders  of  the  Granite  City  and  Ariz'ina;  of  Acting  Master  B.  f 
Weeks  and  Acting  Aasistant  Surgeon  D.  D.  T.  Nestell — conduct  e 
unuBuaJ  in  naval  omeei-s — but  I  believe  it  a  duty  I  owe  the  service  8 
the  eountry. 

The  reason  why  the  army  failed  so  utterly  to  cooperate,  after  havi 
promised  ro  fairly,  I  have  been  unable  to  learn;  but  it  has  been  sinoi 

Eroven  to  rue  that  if  a  single  movement  toward  landing  troops  hadfl 
een  made,  the  enemy  would  have  evacuated  Sabine  Pass  and  the 
expedition  would  have  proved  a  success.  For  two  days  after  the  fight 
there  were  not  300  men  at  Sabine  or  within  man^  miles  of  that  place. 
My  report  would  be  incomplete  without  mention  of  the  gallant  con- 
duct of  Acting  Ensign  William  W.  Weld,  who  has  been  also  mentioned 
for  gallantry  dv  other  commanding  officers.  He  and  his  whole  ffim's 
crew  fought  the  forward  pivot  gun  in  the  coolest  and  moat  giulant 
manner  possible.  Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  James  A.  Fox, 
Acting  Master's  Mates  Henry  S.  P.  Kollins  and  N.  Loring  Cannon 
also  deserve  commendation  for  the  gallant  manner  in  which  they  fought 
their  guns  and  performed  every  duty.  All  the  petty  officers  also 
behaved  remarkanly  well,  standing  to  their  guns  and  hghting  to  the 
last.  . 

In  conclusion,  I  bear  willing  testimony  to  the  gallant  mauner  iitj 
which  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Amos  Johnson,  of  the  Saohernim 
carried  out,  -so  far  as  he  could,  the  duty  assigned  him.  ■* 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Frederick  Crocheb, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  U.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  (iiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Bepoct  or  AoUng  Master  Tibbitd  U.  B.  "Sivj,  Ut«  commaadlng  tt.  8.  S.  ArlKiita. 

U.  S.  Bark  William  G.  Anderson, 

Mobile  Bay,  May  15,  1865. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  enclosed  extract  from  the  report  of  Acting:] 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  F,  Crocker  I  would  respectfully  state  that^u'' 
the  time  the  U.  S.  S.  Sachem  was  disabled  at  Sabine  Pass  the  Arizona  • 
was  so  near  her  that  she  was  stopped  and  backed  to  prevent  fouling, 
in  doing  which  she  grounded  by  tne  stern.     The  ebb  tide  swung  her 
across  the  channel,  when  she  grounded  forward  on  an  oyster  bed. 

At  this  time  a  boat  was  sent  to  the  Sackmn-  and  returned  with  8  1 
badly  wounded  men.  but  no  orders.     The  colors  of  the  Sachi^n  i 
down  and  a  white,  flag  flying  at  the  fore. 

The  Arh'tiia  was  extricated  from  the  position  in  which  she  i 
with  much  difficulty,  owing  to  her  partly  disabled  engine,  and  taker 
a  position  (to  cover  the  transport«i  from  two  steauiers  coming  down  tl 
bay)  where  she  remained  until  11  p.  uj,,  when  she  was  kedged  ?  " 
into  deep  wat«r,  her  engine  having  become  ditnablcd. 

The  Arizona  had  not  neen  fairly  afloat  since  she  inissod  the  bar  ( 
the  nioniing  of  the  8th  of  Septemlier  until  who  was  kedged  over  it « 
midnight. 

But  two  guns  of  the  battery  of  the  An'sima  could  be  brought  to  IwBcl 
on  the  fort,  30-poundi?r  Parr'ott  on  forecastle  and  forward  32-poundwl 
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on  ffim  deck.     From  thasB  ^un.s  tlunv  wore  fired  during  the  oiigage- 
lucnt,  whii-h  did  nut  liist  twenty  minutes,  35  shell  lij  a  vrevr  that  had  1 
been  taken  frum  a  transport  five  day«  previous,  and  I  trust  I  niav  be  j 
excused  in  doubting  the  ability  of  any  one  present  to   judge  how  ( 
"ineffective"  they  may  have  been.  J 

Having  always  felt  conscious  that  all  was  doue  with  the  Arizona  that  I 
under  the  circumstances  could  have  been  done,  I  would  respectfully  ' 
court  any  investi^tion  the  Department  may  deem  necessary  to  : 
ini^tigate. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  TlUBITS, 
Acting  Master,  Chmmanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nnvy,  Washington. 

[Knploture.l 


The  commander  of  the  Sachem  informed  me  that  as  soon  as  he  wafl 
disabled  he  anchored  to  prevent  grounding,  and  sent  a  message  to  the 
commander  of  the  Arizona  to  come  up  and  take  him  in  tow;  but 
although  the  Arizinui  was,  at  one  time,  nearly  within  hail,  the  order 
was  not  obeyed  and  the  Sachem  wa.-j  thereby  lost. 

The  Arizona  slowly  followed  the  Sachem,  keeping  up  a  slow  and 
very  ineffective'  fire  until  the  Sachem  was  disabled,  and  then  made  no 
effort  to  pass  that  vessel,  but  lay  in  the  channel,  rendering  no  important 
assistance,  until  the  Cli/toji  and  Sachem  surrendered,  when  she  turned 
and  made  her  escape. 


Keport  or  Acting  A«>i»Uat  Bnrgeoii  HsatsU,  V.  8.  Smv;,  lite  of  the  n.  8.  B.  Clifton. 

U.  S.  S.  Alabama, 
Navy  Yard,  New  Yt/rk,  M,iy5,  1^65. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  communication  of  the 
26th  ultimo,  requesting  an  explanation  to  an  extract  quoted  from  Act- 
ing Volunteer  Lieutenant  Crocker's  report  of  the  action  at  Sabine 
Pass,  Texas,  September  8,  1S63,  and  1  hasten  to  reply. 

During  the  engagement  referred  to  I  was  at  my  post  in  the  sick  bay. 
on  the  berth  deck  aft,  attended  by  my  steward,  where  1  remained  till 
within  a  very  few  minutes  of  iU  termination — until  the  following  scene 
occurred:  All  the  hands  stationed  there  and  [in]  the  fire  room  came 
rushing  through  my  sick  bay  to  the  ladders  leadmg  to  the  main  deck, 
shouting  in  the  most  frantic  manner:  "The  boiler  has  burstedl  We 
all  will  be  scalded,  and  everybody  for  himself,"  and  I,  not  knowing  to 
the  contrary,  was  seized  witn  the  irresistible  desire  to  save  my  li^  as 
well.  1  was  panic-stricken^i-ather  rushing  into  than  from  danger — 
as  the  following  facts  will  show.  Almost  carried  by  a  now  demoralized 
crowd  toward  the  stern  of  the  vessel,  where  all  was  alike  confusion 
worse  confounded,  the  men  retreated  behind  their  gun,s  for  protection 
from  the  fearful  missiles  which  seemed  to  whirl  to  within  2  feet  of  our 
heads;  the  conviction  that,  should  the  enemy  depress  their  piec*a,  they 
must  inevitably  destroy  us;  many  jumping  overooard,  and  the  screams 
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that  "  We  had  surrendered,  and  still  they  are  firing  at  us,"  I  did  ctimh 
over  the  stern  on  the  rudder  chain.  1  had  runiained  there  not  longer 
than  one  moment,  when  I  heard  some  voice  from  the  hurricane  deck 
saying:  "Take  him  to  the  doctor."  Instantly  my  senses  returned  and 
1  returned  to  the  sick  bay,  where  I  received  the  first  wounded,  tin- 
executive  officer  and  meo,  whom  I  discovered  at  a  glance  were  fatally 
injured — already  in  a  state  of  collapse — and  was  in  the  act  of  admiuii^- 
tering  stimuli  when  a  rebel  officer,  covered  with  gold  lace  (whom  I 
afterwards  found  to  be  a  surgeon),  sprang  beside  me>  and  brutally 
ordered  me  to  "leave  things  alone,  generally;"  to  "get  out  of  that; 
who,  on  my  remonstmnce  that  I  must  attend  to  my  wounded,  beck- 
oned to  one  Major  Leon  Smith,  saying;  "Major,  clear  all  those  Yanks 
out  of  this;"'  then  telling  me  that  my  instrunientu  and  sick  things 
belonged  to  the  Confederate  Navy;  that  they  were  just  what  he  had 
been  looking  for;  that  he  played  for  them;  whereupon  I  was  hustled 
onto  the  main  deck,  where  I  found  a  guard  with  fixed  bayonets  to 
enforce  obedience.  Going  to  my  stateroom,  which  was  knocked  into 
pi,  the  rebel  surgeon  followed,  denied  me  mv  clothes  and  money,  and 
demanded  the  key  to  the  dispensary,  which  I  would  not  give  him. 
Here  he  was  joined  by  Major  Smith,  who  ordered  me  to  get  on  the 
rebel  vessel,  then  moored  alongside  the  Clifton.  Going  on  board,  I 
found  Captain  Crocker  and  others,  officers  and  men,  more  fortunate 
than  mvself,  with  their  trunks  and  other  luggage,  when  a  fearful  cry 
arose  tnat  "the  ship  was  on  fire  near  the  magazine."  with  excited 
appeals  from  everybody  to  shove  off.  when  Captain  Crocker  suggested 
that  I  should  get  out  the  woimded.  Immediately,  with  that  intention, 
I  returned  to  the  berth-deck  gangway  of  the  Oltflon,  where  I  was 
again  ordered  back  by  Major  Smith,  tnis  time  furiously  drawing  hia 
sword,  who  swore  at  the  guard  and  told  them  to  "shoot  any  damned 
Yankee  going  below,"  thus  forcing  me  t«  Captain  Crocker  s  side,  to 
whom  I  related  the  event,  and  who  must  have  witne.ised  and  heard  all 
that  transpired.  In  a  very  few  minutes,  however,  I  was  permitl 
without  leaving  the  rebel  vessel,  to  receive  the  Clijtoii'x  wounded, 
soon  after  we  wtire  conveyed  to  Beaumont, 

Altogether,  our  capture,  so  unexpected,  was  a  sore  disappointment, 
producing  a  panic  that  confounded  all;  each,  according  to  his  presenoe 
of  mind,  doing  the  best  he  could  under  the  circumstanci-s.  Ordinarily, 
my  mind  and  courage  are  firm,  but  the  dreadful  alarm  arising  from 
the  belief  that  we  were  about  to  be  sacrificed  by  a  demonstratioo  far 
exceeding  my  experience  in  previous  and  subsequent  battles,  so  pros- 
trated me  as  to  make  me  accept  of  what  I  felt  was  the  only  con(£tioa 
left  me  for  escape,  the  enemy  apparently  not  noticing  that  the  vessel 
had  surrenderea.  1  am  not  conscious  of  having  intentionally  compro- 
mised my  position  or  my  manhood  on  that  occasion. 

Hitherto  my  conduct  as  a  surgeon  in  both  private  and  public  life,  and 
as  a  man,  has  been  unimpeachable,  and  I  feet  confident  of  my  ability  to 
substantiate  this  statement,  which  I  do  solemnly  make  upon  honor.  I 
also  solemnly  affirm  that  the  report  made  to  Captain  Crocker  concerning 
me  is  moat  grievously  and  absurdly  in  error,  as  to  the  duration  of  my 
stay  on  the  rudder;  that  the  wounded  were  uncared  for,  made,  as  1 
truly  believe,  through  malice.  Were  it  otherwise  I  would  not  lie.  or 
in  the  slightest  degree  prevaricate,  having  no  motive  for  self -justifica- 
tion save  through  the  truth,  to  save  me  fmm  your  and  my  country's 
severest  displeasure;  indeed,  the  profound  love  1  cherish  for  the  meot- 
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ory  of  my  mother,  for  my  wife  and  children,  has  always  protected 
me  from  wrongdoing,  aud  while  I  live  I  desire  no  better  inceative  to   ■ 
the  performance  of  a  just  and  upright  life. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

D.  D.  T.  Nestell, 
Acting  Asaistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  JI.  S.  Navy. 


Extract  from  papers  ot  Commodore  Bell,  V.  8.  Hav;,  contalniDg  slatement  of  Pilot  Taylor. 
StatemmU  in  Tclulioii  to  the  attack  on  Sabine,  HepUmber  S,  ISBS. 

Mr.  James  G-  Taylor,  pilot  for  the  Sabine,  was  employed  to  jfo  on 
board  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Clifton  as  pilot.  To  prepare  the  way  Commo- 
dore Bell  sent  him  to  the  Granite  City  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  then 
coaling,  entrusting  with  him  orders  to  act.  Mast*!r  C.  W.  Lamson, 
commanding,  to  coal  and  proceed  without  delay  to  Sabine  Pass  with 
Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Clay  Smith,  another  pilot,  in  order  that  they 
might  anchor  a  blockade  vessel  off  the  bar  in  a  position  favorable  for 
the  vessels  to  cross  the  bar  by. 

About  5  p.  in.,  the  4th,  the  Granile  Gtt/  got  underway  and  went  down  t*>  Pilot 
Town  Hml  anchored ;  took  on  board  a  pilot  who  said  he  could  take  her  over  the  bar 
drawing  aa  she  did  7i  feet.  She  lay  there  until  6  a.  ni.  next  day— made  best  of  her 
way  to  Sabine — Sunday  before  Hiineet  made  the  light — saw  no  blockailer,  only  a  vee- 
Hel,  only  a  bark-ri(^ed  steamer  etandiiiK  to  the  westward.  Arrivinj;  atni^ht  andnot 
seeing  the  wreck  of  Morning  Light  to  giiide  ub,  Grimite  (%  ran  to  Caliaaieu  to  land 
Mr.  Smith  in  the  morning  for  information. 

10  p.  m.,  discovered  four  or  five  lighte  to  the  south^Heel  outeailed  lis— burned  a 
Coaton  lightj  399  his  number — followed  till  sunriee  when  Captain  Crocker  came  on 
board.    Arnved Sabine  Barnearnifjht  and  found  several  of  (ieaeral  Franklin's  trans- 

Srta  to  an  anchor.  1  placed  a  signal  liRht  on  the  Morning  Light.  ^  p.  ra.,  7[h: 
plain  Crocker  arrived  with  tlie  rest  of  the  transports.  I  then  went  on  board  o( 
the  Clifton.  5  a.  m.,  8th  September,  got  Clijton  underway  and  went  over  the  bar 
with  75  sharpshootere  to  within  three-fourths  of  a  mile  and  aaw  one  fort  looking 
extensive  showing  fourgonsover  the  parapet  pointing  south.  He  shelled  them  with 
IX-inch  guns  for  two  hours  without  a  reply  and  seeing  but  a  few  people,  backed  out 
about  10  o'clock  and  signalized  transports  and  ^anhoaXe  Ariiorui,  Sachem,  tmd  Oranile 
City  to  come  over.  About  1  p.  m.,  iienerals  Franklin  and  VVeitzel  and  Captain 
Crocker  landed  below  the  forts  in  a  bavou  three-fourths  miledistant  and  found  it 
difficult  to  go  Bsliore  on  account  of  shoal  water  and  mud.  They  coneluded  to  send 
the  Arizonti  and  Sachem  up  the  Louiaiana  Channel,  and  Clifton  followed  by  Granile 
aty  up  the  Texas  Cluknnel.  Sachem  started  ahead  followed  by  Arisoim,  which. 
seemed  as  if  she  were  running  onto  an  oyster  bank.  Captain  Crocker  sent  me  on 
board  to  take  her  in.  I  showed  Captain  Crocker  how  the  channel  ran.  He  ran  her 
aground  at  a  different  place  from  wnat  he  intended.  He  had  put  hia  two  rifle  itiina 
starboard  side  and  all  hie  smooth  bore  on  the  port  next  the  battery. 

When  I  went  on  boawl  Ariamii,  the  Siu^hnn  \\n»  a  half  mile  up  (ho  channel.     The 
I  ordered  to  go  ahead  full  speed;  she  was  going  slowly.     The  t 


officer  spoke,  saying,  "Keep  your  mouth  shut,  you  have  nothing  to  say,  you  said 
you  did  not  know  ttie  channel."  She  then  went  ahead  pretty  good  speed.  1  then 
walked  aft  and  there  was  a  cry  that  the  Sachem  was  blown  up.  I  saw  a  cloud  of 
steam  and  men  overboard.  They  then  trained  their  guns  on  ua  going  over.  Exec- 
r  then  requested  me  to  bock  her  out,  the  channel  being  about  the  width 


of  txNit.  Captain  of  sharpehootera  requested  leave  to  take  a  boat  to  nick  up  Sach 
men;  given  nim.  I  backed  her  astern  through  narrow  channel  to  the  end  of  it, 
placed  her  stern  in  the  mud  on  Louisiana  ahore  and  swung  her  clear  of  reef  and 
went  ahead  atandiu)^  out;  this  was  about  5  p.  m.,  until  we  i^me  to  the  transports 
inside  of  the  liar  lying  in  confusion;  I  ordered  her  ti  back  to  keep  clear  of  them. 
The  captain  asked  i(  he  could  not  go  astern  of  one  near  him  laying  across  the  chan- 
nel.    I  told  him  he  could  not.    I  oeked  him  if  he  were  going  out  without  v^^^'^^^'^^ 
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the  tranaporta.  He  replied,  "  1  must  go  out,  1  can  take  her  out."  The  Granile  dtj/ 
W88  then  halfway  out  to  the  blockiide.  CliJI'm  8urren<iered  while  the  Ari:oua  woe 
backing  out.  Both  she  aud  Sachem  hoisted  white  flags.  I  Bol  Mr,  Hmilh  ou  board. 
While  80  engaiied  they  went  ahead  and  grounded  aslern  of  the  trantiport  referred  to 
and  lay  there  till  midnigLt,  bt'ing  a  little  pii^t  the  traiiiiyiort.  I  then  went  on  tioard 
of  General  Franklin,  who  was  lying  aground.  Hesent  a  boat  to  help  the  ^  riiono;  it 
was  not  dark  at  this  time.  Two  cotlon-dada  were  coming  down,  one  near  the 
CHfton,  the  other  near  Sachem.  One  boat  could  have  (.■aptured  the  whole  fleet, 
Arizona  and  all.  I  do  not  know  the  extent  of  the  injury  to  the  Clijlon;  1  saw  steam 
escaping  over  her  walking-beam  and  btai'k  smoke  coming  out  on  deck.  The  gnna 
were  fought  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  after. 

I  went  on  board  of  Grnnitt  City.  She  did  not  go  again  into  the  river,  although  the 
captain  of  Coi/uga  ordered  him  in  to  pnit«:t  the  transports. 

She  went  iii  with  jfreat  difficulty,  being  glow  and  drawing  so  much  less  water  for- 
ward than  att,  the  tide  cut  him  right  across  the  bar.    I  was  sent  out  to  pilot  hir~  '•- 

Mr.  Taylor  may  be  found  at  Street  Comuiissioner's  Office,  Oil 


U,  S.  Flagship  Albatross, 
Of  New  Orlmn^y  La.,  March  (i,  Ih 
Sib:  I  have  tho  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  Acting  Vol  ^ 
unteer  Lieutenant  Amos  Johnst-m,  who  commanded  the  U.  S.  S.' 
Sadiem  at  Sabine  Pass,  from  which  it  seems  the  conduct  of  Acting 
Master  Tibhits,  at  that  time  corainandiog  the  U.  S.  S.  Arizona,  in  not 
towing  out  the  Sarheiii,  requires  inveuttgatJon. 

Ai'ting  Master  Tibbits  is  uow  on  board  of  the  U.  S.  bark  A>'<i<frsfm 
at  Pensacola. 

I  also  enclose  a  list  of  killed  and  those  who  died  in  prison  belonging 
to  the  U.  S.  S.  Sachem. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Tbatcheb, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Comniandinff  Western  Gulf  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

SecTtt(i/ry  oj'tlie  Navy,   Wa^hhu/tim,  D.  C. 

lEiii'Wwure,] 

New  Orleans,  March  ^,  1865. 

Sib;  Having  just  arrived  from  Texas,  where  1  have  been  held 
prisoner  of  war  for  the  last  eighteen  months,  1  now  beg  leave  to  makd 
the  following  report  to  you  of  the  part  taken  by  the  U.  S.  S,  Sachem 
(then  under  ray  command)  in  the  attack  made  at  Sabine  Pass  Sep- 
tember 8,  1863. 

I  arrived  off  Sabine  Pass  on  the  evening  of  the  7th,  and  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  8th  was  ordered  byActing  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.Crocker, 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Clifton,  to  cross  the  bar  and  anchor  in  the  Texas 
channel  abreast  of  the  light-house.  At  noon  the  Clifton,  Arhona, 
Granite  City,  together  with  several  transports,  had  also  crossed  the 
bar,  when  all  the  commanding  offieers  of  tne  above-mentioned  veaseb 
met  on  board  the  transport  steamer  Suffolk,  where  an  interview  waa 
held  with  General  Franklin,  commanding  army  forces  there. 

It  wa.^  determined  that  General  Weitzel  and  Captain  Crocker  should 
land  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  a  suitable  place  where  troops  could 
be  landed.  Ttiis  having  been  done,  it  was  then  agreed  upon  to  makeSi. 
jolat  attack  by  the  army  and  navy  at  4  o'clock  p.  m. 
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I  received  my  ordein  from  Captain  Crocker  to  make  ready  to 
atart  up  the  Ijouisiana  cbannel,  the  Arizona  to  follow,  to  kt-op  up  a 
st«ady  tire  on  the  fort,  but  to  pass  it  if  possible;  then  toprot-eetl  toward 
Sabine  City,  and  if  possible  to  capture  a  cotton-clad  and  two  river 
steamers  lying  at  the  wharf;  also  to  take  ou  board  26  sharpshooters 
and  a  signal  officer,  to  send  all  my  spare  boats  longside  the  tmnsjrart 
Oenerof  Banks,  to  be  used  by  the  army  iu  landing.  At  3:30  p.  m.  the 
Clifton  made  signal  for  up"  anchor,  at  the  same  time  startinij  up  the 
Texas  channel.  The  Sachem  was  at  once  gotten  underway  and  started 
up  the  Ijouisiana  channel,  the  Arizona  following,  according  to  previous 
orders.  When  within  easy  range  of  the  battery,  opened  my  fire  upon 
it,  and  soon  a  brisk  engagement  commenced,  and  was  kept  up  until  I 
bad  reached  the  upper  end  of  the  middle  shoal,  lying  between  the  two 
channels.  A  shot  from  the  battery  struck  my  steam  dome,  killing  and 
wounding  from  among  the  officers,  crew,  and  the  One  hundred  and 
sixty-first  New  York  Regiment,  acting  as  sharpshooters,  32  men. 

I  ordered  the  fire  from  the  Parrott  gun  to  be  kept  up.  but  the  officer 
in  charge  informed  me  that  nearly  the  whole  gun  crew  had  jumped 
overboard.  The  Clifton,  who  up  to  this  time  had  kept  within  easy 
range  of  the  Imttery,  backing  and  going  ahead,  keeping  up  u  steady 
fire  all  the  time,  now  started  under  full  hea<4way  up  the  channel,  I 
dropped  my  anchor  under  foot,  at  the  same  time  hailing  the  Ai'istma,  \ 
who  was  but  a  short  distance  astern  of  me,  to  come  and  take  my  haw- 
ser, for  the  enemy  had  now  turned  every  gun  upon  the  Clifton.  She 
at  once  stopped  her  engine  and  sent  a  boat  alongside  of  me  to  know 
what  I  wanted.  1  sent  word  back  by  the  coxswain  to  tell  Captain 
Tibbit.s  to  come  immediately  alongside  and  take  the  end  of  ray  hawser 
and  tow  me  out.  But  on  the  returning  of  the  boat  to  the  Arizona  she 
at  once  commenced  backing  out.  It  was  now  discovered  that  the  Clif- 
ton had  got  aground;  I  also  discovered  steam  escaping  from  her  boil- 
ers. I  coum  therefore  hope  no  longer  to  save  my  vessel,  and  for 
fear  that  after  the  enemy  having  taken  possession  of  her  would  get 
springs  on  her,  and  thereby  bring  my  30-pounder  Parrott  gun  to  bear 
on  our  transport  steamer,  1  ordered  that  gun  to  be  spiked,  lock  and 
sight  bar  thrown  overboard,  the  magazine  flooded,  signal  book  and 
spyglass  destroyed,  all  which  orders  were  fully  carried  out.  It  was  now 
found  that  the  Clifton  had  surrendered,  the  ship's  flag  having  hauled 
down  and  a  white  flag  was  hoisted.  I  then  hoisted  a  white  flag,  when 
the  cotton-clad  steamer  Um.ie  Bt-n.  cnme  alongside:  an  unconditional 
surrender  demanded,  which  was  complied  with  at  4  :55  p.  m. 

My  ofiicers  and  men  behaved  well  during  the  fight  up  to  the  time  of 
the  explosion  taking  place,  which  seemed  to  have  such  demoralizing 
effect  upon  the  greater  part  of  the  crew  that  many  of  them  deliber- 
ately jumped  overboard. 

Enclosed  you  will  please  find  list  of  names  of  those  killed  and  died 
from  wounds  received  in  action;  also  of  those  who  have  died  in  prison 
camps  from  other  diseases. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Amos  Johnson, 

Acting  Volutiieer  Lieutenant,  Commanding  late  O.  S.  S.  Sachem. 

H.  K.  Thatcheh, 

Acting  Hear-Admiral,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Sqna^hvn. 
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New  Ohlkass.  Mai-ck  ^,  1865. 

Sik:  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  killed  mid  lho»e  who  di« 
from  wounds  received  during  the  action  at  Sabine  I'aas  September  8 
IStiS,  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Sachem: 

John  Fraser,  second  assistant  engineer;  John  Monroe,  third  assist- 
ant  engineer;  John  Williams,  Peter  Lee,  George  Houston.  Henrv 
Brown,  Randell  Smith,  William  RobiuMon,  Richard  Turner,  John  Sul- 
livan. Thomas  Ryan, Glenn. 

E.  A.  LarricuH,  paymaster's  clerk,  scalded,  and  since  recovered. 
John  Me Donoug;h,  splinter  wound,  since  recovered,  but  was  reported 
by  William  E.  Bridges,  actinj'  master's  mate,  as  having  been  killed 
while  a  prisoner  of  war  on  uie  way  from  Shreveport,  La,,  to  Camp 
Ford,  Texas,  by  a  Confederate  ollicer  by  the  name  of  Harris,  of  Hax-  J 
rison's  Louisiana  Battalion,  in  the  latter  part  of  March,  1864. 

The  following  are  those  who  had  died  in  prison  camps: 

John  Imbush,  died  August  7,  1S64,  at  Camp  Ford;  John  Cary,  died  | 
September  iJd,  lSfi4,  at  Camp  Ford;  Thomas  Malman,  died  November  \ 
5,  1864,  at  Camp  Foi-d;  William  Sutter,  died  November  25,  1864,  at  ] 
Camp  Ford;  Charles  Brown,  died  April  26,  1864.  J 

Jonn  Thompson  reported  to  have  died  at  SbreveiMirt.  March  1, 1864, 


BepoTt  of  H«ar-AilmiiBl  Farragnt,  D.  B.  Navy,  traiKmitttllg  proeoBdingl  at  court  of  anqniry. 

No.  4T.1  U.  S.  Flagship  HAKXtOHD, 

Of  Mobile,  March  i,  1864. 

Sir:  1  herewith  forward  the  records  of  the  proceedings  of  the  o 
of  enquiry  held  by  your  order  in  the  cases  or  the  Ai'isona  and  C 
ite  City. 

You  will  pei'ceive  that  the  statements  of  General  Franklin  and  the,! 
other  army  officers  go  to  show  a  want  of  proper  (wnsideration  for  tha^ 
army  transports,  particularly  on  the  part  of  the  Graniin  City. 

The  evidence  does  not  appear  to  be  so  strong  against  the  Arizona. 
though  the  army  officers  testify  that  Acting  Slaster  Tibbits  advised 
the  transports  to  get  over  the  bar  as  soon  as  possible,  as  the  enemy's 
field  balteries  would  be  down  on  them  in  tive  minutes.  It  would 
appear  also  that  at  this  time  Acting  Master  Tibbits  was  himself  try- 
ing to  cross  the  bar,  and  was  only  prevented  by  bis  running  on  shore. 

I  would  suggest  that,  though  there  is  ground  for  u  court-martial, 
yet  to  hold  such  court  now  would  be  attended  with  great  iuconveor-,,, 
lence  to  the  service;  and,  us  General  Banks  with  his  army  is  abool  I 
moving  into  the  interior,  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  toj 
procure  the  witnesses  until  the  expedition  is  over,  but  1  shall  awai' 
your  decision  in  the  matter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D,  G.  Fabraodt, 
Hear-Admiraf,  Cummajiding  Went  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hod.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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Headquarters  District  of  Texas,  etc., 

NearMiUlvan,  {T&e.\  SepUmher  i.,  18G3. 
Colonel:  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commandiug  to  direct 
you  to  have  Sabine  Pass  and  its  approacnes  fortified  without  the  least 
delay,  as  it  is  expected  that  the  enemy  will  make  a  demonstration  at 
that  point  at  an  early  day. 

fiespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

W".  T.  Cahbington, 
Lunitenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
Colonel  V.  Sulakowbki, 

Chief  Engineer,  District  of  Texas,  etc. 


Beaumont,  Tex.,  September  8,  ISGS. 

Sir:  At  0  o'clock  this  morning  I  was  notified  by  Captain  [Richard 
v.]  Cook,  Company  D,  Griffin's  Imttalion,  that  be  dad  received  a  dis- 
patch from  C'aptain  Odium,  commanding  at  Sabine  Pass,  that  nine 
Yankee  vessels  nad  arrived  off  the  bar,  two  of  them  inside,  within  a 
mile  of  the  fort.  1  have  taken  the  responsibility  of  ordering  all  the 
troops  at  this  post  on  board  of  the  wteamer  Roelm^k,  which  boat  will 
immediately  leave  for  the  pass.  The  troops  con^iist  of  65  men  from 
Cook's  company  and  15  from  Bickley's  conioany.  and  several  volun- 
teers. I  am  exceedingly  sorry  that  Captain  Coot  did  not  let  me  know 
of  this  at  the  time  he  received  the  dispatch.  1  then  could  have  had 
the  troops  there  this  morning.  We  have  heard  lieavy  iiiing  for  the 
last  hour.  The  firing  has  now  ceased.  Captain  [W.  S.]  Good  and 
myself  will  start  immediately  on  horseback,  as  we  can  get  there  three 
hours  ahead  of  the  steamer. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Leon  Smith. 

Commanding  Officer  I^astern  Sitrdirtbict  of  Texa^. 


Beiiort  af  Colonel  Smith,  C.  8.  Arm;,  commandlQg  Harios  Department,  Tezai. 
Sabine  Pass,  SeptemierS,  1863. 
Sih:  After  telegraphing  the  major-general  this  morning  before 
leaving  Beaumont,  I  took  a  horse  and  proceeded  with  all  ha.-^te  to 
Sabine,  from  which  direction  I  could  distinctly  hear  a  heavy  tiring. 
At  3  p.  in.  I  arrived  at  the  Sabine  Pass,  and  found  the  enemy  off  and 
inside  the  bar,  with  nineteen  gunboats  and  steamships  and  three 
sloops  of  war,  carrying,  as  well  as  I  could  judge,  about  15,0<KI  men. 
After  learnine  the  state  of  affairs,  I  proceeded  with  Captains  [F.  H.j 
Odium  and  [W.  S.]  Good  to  the  fort,  where  I  found  Lieutenants 

gt.  W.]  Dowling  and  N.  H.  Smith,  with  42  men,  defending  the  fort, 
uring  the  day,  until  3  p.  m.,our  guns  were  not  opened  on  the  enemy, 
as  the  range  was  too  distant,  the  officers  coolly  holding  their  fire  untii 
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the  enemy  had  approached  near  enough  to  reacli  tbem;  but  the  enemy 
arrinnjj  within  good  ranee,  our  hatteriea  were  opened,  and  gallantly 
replied  to  a  galling  anf  most  terrific  lire  from  the  enemy.  As  1 
entered  the  fort  the  gunboats  Oiffou,  Arhfimi,  Savhcm.,  and  Granite 
City,  and  several  others  came  boldly  up  to  within  1,000  yards,  and 
opened  their  battcriea,  which  were  gallantly  and  effectively  replied  to 
by  the  Davia  Guards,  commanded  by  Captain  Odium  and  Lieutenant 
Dowling,  For  one  hour  and  n  half  a  most  terriBc  bombardment  of 
grape,  canister,  and  shell  was  directed  upon  our  devoted,  heroic 
fittle  band  within  the  fort.  The  shot  struct  in  every  direction,  but, 
thanks  be  to  God,  not  one  of  that  noble  Davis  Guard  was  hurt. 

Too  much  credit  can  not  be  rendered  Captain  Odium  and  his  gallant 
lieutenant  (Dowling),  who  displayed  the  utmost  heroism  in  the  die- 
charge  of  the  duty  assigned  him — the  defense  of  the  fort. 

The  Davis  Guards,  one  and  all,  God  bless  them.     The  honor  of  tl 
country  was  in  their  hands,  and  they  nobly  sustained  it.     Every 
stood  at  his  post,  notwithataiuling  the  murderous  tire  that  was  poi 
upon  us  from  every  direction. 

In  consequence  of  the  small  number  of  officers,  Lieutenant  N.  H.; 
Smith,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  was  placed  in  command  of  two  88- 
poundera  and  displayed  the  utmost  gallantry  and  ability  in  the  diij- 
charge  of  that  duty, 

I  would  also  mention  the  conduct  of  Captain  [R.  V.]  Cook  and  30 
men  of  Company  D,  Griffin's  battalion;  Lieutenant  [Joseph  M.]  Chas- 
ten, of  Company  F,  and  his  men  (Griffin's  battalion),  both  of  whom 
rusned  immediately  to  the  scene  of  danger,  to  participate  in  this  gal- 
lant affair. 

Lieutenant  [Joseph  O.]  Cassidy  and  men,  of  Company  B,  [A.  W.l 
Spaigbt's  battalion,  also  behaved  like  soldiers  of  Texas — gallantly  ana 
nobly — their  position  being  on  board  the  steam  gunboat  UncU  Bcn^ 
whicn  boat  i-an  down  to  the  Sachem  and  brought  her  into  port. 

I  would  also  recommend  the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieutenant  [N.  H.] 
Smith,  of  Company  B,  Spaigbt's  battalion;  also  Lieutenant  [Charles] 
Harris,  of  Captain  [Andrew]  Daly's  company,  his  command  acting  as 
scouts  and  couriers, 

I  would  alao  mention  the  energy  displayed  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
[L.  A.]  AbercroQibie,  of  [H.  if.]  Elmore's  regiment,  stationed  at 
Orange  and  Niblctt's  Bluff,  in  conjunction  with  Captain  L.  C.  Irwin^ 
of  the  Marine  Department;  Captain  John  Payne,  commandinggunboato 
on  Sabine  River;  Captam  G.  Hall,  commanding  gunboat  Uncla  Se 
in  hastening  forward  reinforcements  from  Orange  and  Niblett's  Bli 
and  coming  themselves  to  participate  in  the  defense  of  this  post;  also 
to  Captain  John  Price,  of  the  steamer  FloT^lda,  and  his  officers,  who 
assisted  in  placing  the  reinforcements  at  disposal  in  time  to  effectually 
intimidate  the  enemy  from  further  attack. 

The  result  of  this  battle,  which  lasted  from  3:30  till  5  p.  m.,  is  the 
capturing  of  the  Steamer  Clifton,  carrying  8  guns,  and  the  gunboat 
Sachem,  carrying  5  guns;  our  prisoners  numMring  nearly  400,  and 
the  driving  off  outside  the  bar  most  of  the  enemy's  fleet  in  a  crippled 
condition,  comprising  20  sail  in  all. 

To-night  we  expect  an  attack,  and  we  have  distributed  onr  little 
t»and  in  various  quarters  ready  for  the  onset.  1  have  the  gunboat 
Sachem  Hlongside  the  wharf  and  am  taking  off  her  guns.  I  shall 
to  the  CIdfion  in  half  an  hour,  and  as  she  is  hard  aground,  I 
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endeavor  to  save  her  guns,  and  will,  at  high  tide  in  the  morning,  try 
and  get  her  into  the  dock. 

Killed  and  wounded  of  the  42  men,  praises  be  to  God,  none  on  our 
side. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Leon  Smith, 
Conimanding  Marine  Department^  Texas, 

Captain  Edmund  P.  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Report!  of  Captain  F.  H.  Odium,  Cook^t  (Tezai)  artillery. 

Headquarters, 

Sabine  Pass^  September  8 — 7:30  a.  m. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  opened  fire  this 
morning  at  6:30  o'clock  from  one  of  their  steamers,  and  withdrew  at 
7:30  o'clock,  after  firing  26  shell.  One  shot  struck  the  parapet, 
but  did  no  material  damage.  One  shell  struck  within  the  works, 
but  no  one  hurt.  The  shell  is  believed  to  be  an  Xl-inch  shell.  Their 
shots  are  all  good,  but  doing  no  damage.  I  issued  orders  to  Lieuten- 
ant [R.  W.]  Dowling,  conimanding  Fort  GriflBn,  to  reserve  his  fire  until 
the  steamers  were  within  i-ange,  and  then  to  aim  at  their  wheelhouses, 
so  as  to  cripple  them,  which  I  believe  will  answer  very  well.  Lieu- 
tenant Dowling  is  carrying  out  my  orders  strictly.  The  gunboat  Uncle 
Ben  will  act  according  to  circumstances.  I  have  only  three  companies 
to  keep  the  enemy  at  bay.  I  am  under  the  impression  they  will  try 
to  take  us  by  sea  and  land.  There  are  six  steamers  within  the  bar, 
apparently  holding  a  consultation.  If  possible  I  hope  the  command- 
ing general  will  send  troops  here  at  once.  I  am  determined  to  hold 
the  pass,  if  possible.  There  are  21  vessels  outside  the  bar. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

F.  H.  Odlum, 
Captain^  Cook^s  Artillet^y^  Commanding  Sabine  Pass. 

Captain  A.  N.  Mills, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters, 
Sabine  Pass^  Tex.^  Septemher  P,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  8th  instant  our  fight 
commenced  just  below  the  old  fort  at  6 :30  a.  m.  by  the  enemy's  steamer 
Clifton  opening  fire  upon  us,  giving  us  about  twenty-six  shot  and 
shell,  all  within  range  and  most  of  them  falling  close  to  the  fort,  one 
shell  exploding  within  the  fort  and  one  striking  the  parapet  on  the 
south  angle  without  doing  material  damage.  They  witndrew  at  7:30 
a.  m.  without  receiving  any  reply  from  us. 

At  11  o'clock  ordered  the  gunboat  Uncle  Ben  to  steam  down  near 
the  fort  for  the  purpose  of  inaking  a  feint  and  showing  the  enemy  she 
was  all  right.  They  honored  her  with  three  shots, which  all  passed  over 
and  clear  of  us,  after  which  all  remained  quiet  until  about  3  p.  m.,  when 
eight  of  the  enemy's  boats  commenced  moving  up  the  Pass,  four  or  five 


iif  thii  fovGDiost  liring  couttaiitly  on  the  fort  with  shot  and  shell,  L 
and  canister,  hailing  tneni  in  and  all  around  the  fort.  We  retained  ■ 
tiro  at  the  fort  until  the  first  three  of  them  got  within  close  and  i 
range,  when  we  opened  on  them  fast  and  heavy  and  waked  then 
with  astoDishnienl,  as  they  afterward  »aid,  for  thev  had  taken 
guns  for  wooden  imitations  from  our  holding  fire  so  long.  About 
fifth  shot  took  good  effect  in  the  boiler  of  the  Sncliem,  the  foremost 
the  fleet,  blowing  ber  up  and  silencing  her.  Next,  and  very 
after,  the  Clifton  was  served  in  the  same  way,  and  also  silenced, 
in  the  meantime  the  third  was  being  badly  peppL»red  and  crippled 
began  falling  back,  when  the  balance  of  the  ascending  fleet  took  wi 
ing  and  frignt  and  all  got  back  to  the  bar.  The  first  two,  hoistin 
white  flag,  surrendered  unconditionally. 

We  captured  two  steamers,  carrying  thirteen  guns,  of  which 
Sachem  had  five — one  a  30-pounder  rifled  Parrot,  an  excellent  gun, 
fine  order,  and  four  32-pounder».     The  Sachem,  is  a  propeller. 

The  Clifi'On^  a  regular  steamship,  carried  eight  guns,  of  whiuh  two 
are  rifled  32-poiinder  Parrotts,  two  IX-inch  Dahlgrens.  and  four  32- 
pounder  smoothbores,  all  in  good  order.  Besides  these  we  captured 
a  quantity  of  small  arms  of  different  kinds,  together  with  a  laige  lot 
of  ammunition  and  naval  stores  of  various  descriptions,  and  also  a  g<  ^' 
store  of  provisions  and  medicines. 

Neither  of  the  vessels  are  materially  damaged,  and  can  be  eiisil 
repaired,  and  each  is  worth  over  $600,(HJ0  apiece.     We  have  them  bol 
safe  and  anchored  at  the  Pass.     The  crews  on  both  vessels  number 
al>out  180,  of  whom  about  18  were  killed,  several  wounded,  and  the 
balance  prisoners. 

Our  loss  was,  strictly  and  poaitivel}',  nobody  hurt.  Not  a  single 
man  received  even  a  scratch,  and  the  fort  but  very  slightly  injured, 
and  the  contents  entirely  uninjured. 

On  the  whole,  it  is  a  glorious  and  honorable  little  affair,  considering 
the  very  small  handful  of  men  then  at  the  post  and  the  powerful  and 
formidable  appearance  of  the  enemy.  The  men  are  in  high  spirits  and 
elated  with  the  result,  and  eager  for  another  attack.  It  does  really 
seem  that  Providence  has  kindly  favored  us  in  this  affair. 

1  don't  think  it  amiss  here  to  add  that  the  glorv  and  honor,  with  the 
sanction  of  God,  in  this  little  victory  is  ascnbea  not  only  by  me,  but 
by  all  that  witnessed  it,  entirely  and  exclusively  to  the  Davis  Guards, 
in  command  of  First  Lieutenant  R.  W.  Dowling,  commanding  the 
battery,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  [N,  H.  ]  Smith,  of  the  engineering 
department,  who  volunteered  his  services  for  the  occasion,  the  com- 

Eany  being  short  of  commissioned  officers.  They  all  acted  nobly 
ravely  and  at'ouitted  themselves  with  honor. 
Captains  [R.  v.]  Cook's  and  [Charlea]  Bickley's  companies,  of  Gri 
fin's  battalion,  arnved  just  in  time  to  assist  in  bringing  tn  the  vesa 
and  prisoners.  The  three  companies  of  Elmore's  regiment,  under  coi 
mand  of  Lieutenant-Colonol  [L.  A.]  Abercrombie,  unfortunately  i 
not  arrive  in  time  to  participate  in  the  engagement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  b«,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  Odlum, 
Capimn,  Cook's  Artillery,  Commanding  Sabine  Past. 
Captain  A.  N.  Mills. 

AMivtant  Adjvttmt-General, 


^^K  Bapcrt  of  LiesUnuit  Dowling,  Oook'i  (Texu)  ArtllUr;. 

^^  Fort  Ghiffin, 

Sahine  Pass,  Septetnher  9,  1863. 

Captain:  On  Mondaymorning.about2o'clock,thespntinel  informed 
me  the  enemy  were  signaling;,  and,  fearing  an  attack,  1  ordered  all  the 
guns  at  the  tort  manned  and  remained  in  that  position  until  daylight, 
at  which  time  there  were  two  steamers  evidently  sounding  for  the 
channel  on  the  bar;  a  large  frigate  outside.  They  remained  all  day  at 
work,  but  during  the  evening  were  reinforced  to  the  number  of 
twenty-two  vessels  of  different  classes. 

On  the  morning  of  the  Sth.  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Clifton  anchored  oppo- 
site the  light-house,  and  tired  twenty -six  shell  at  the  fort,  most  of  woich 
paused  a  little  over  or  fell  short;  ail,  however,  in  excellent  range,  one 
shell  being  Inndetl  on  the  works  and  another  striking  the  south  angle 
of  the  fort,  without  doing  any  uniCerial  damage.  The  firing  com- 
menced at  6:3(1  o'clock  and  finished  at  7:30  o'clock  by  the  gunboat 
hauling  off.  During  this  time  we  had  not  replied  by  a  single  shot. 
AH  was  then  quii^t  until  11  o'clock,  at  which  time  the  gunboat  Uncle 
Ben  steamed  down  near  the  fort.  The  U.  8.  gunboat  S'i':h<nn  opened 
on  her  with  a  SQ-pounder  Parrott  gun.  She  fired  three  shots,  but 
without  effect,  the  shots  all  passing  over  the  forts  and  missing  the 
Ben.  The  whole  fleet  then  drew  on,  and  remained  out  of  range  until 
3:40  o'clock,  when  the  Sachem  and  AriBona  steamed  into  line  up  the 
Louisiana  channel,  the  Cliftnu  and  one  boat,  name  unknown,  remaining 
at  the  junction  of  the  two  channels.  I  allowed  the  two  former  boats 
to  approach  within  1,200  yards,  when  I  opened  fire  with  the  whole  of 
my  battery  on  the  foremost  boat  (the  Sachem),  which,  after  the  third 
or  fourth  round,  hoisted  the  white  flag,  one  of  the  shots  passing  through 
her  steam  drum.  The  Clifton^  in  the  meantime,  had  attempted  to  pass 
up  through  the  Texas  channel,  but,  receiving  a  shot  which  carried  away 
her  tiller  rope,  she  became  unmanageable,  and  grounded  about  500 
yards  below  the  fort,  which  enabled  me  to  concentrate  all  my  guns  on 
her,  which  were  six  in  number — two  3ii-pounder  smoothbores,  two  24- 
pounder  smoothores,  two  32-pounder  howitzers.  She  withstood  our 
fire  some  twenty-fiye  or  thirty-five  minutes,  when  she  also  hoisted  a 
white  flag.  During  the  time  she  was  aground  she  used  grape,  and  her 
sharpshooters  poured  an  incessant  shower  of  Minii^  balls  into  the 
works.  The  fight  lasted  from  the  time  I  fired  the  first  gun  until  the 
boats  surrendered;  that  was  about  three-quarter.'i  of  an  nour.  I  im- 
mediately lionrded  the  captured  Clifton,  and  pi-oceeded  to  inspect  her 
magazines,  accompanied  by  one  of  the  ship's  officers,  and  discovered  it 
safe  and  well  stocked  with  ordnance  stores.  I  did  not  visit  the  maga- 
zine of  the  Sacheni,  in  consequence  of  not  having  any  small  boats  to 
board  her  with.  The  C.  S.  gunboat  Ihich  Ben  steamed  down  to  the 
Sic/tei/i  and  towed  her  into  the  wharf.  Her  magazine  was  destroyed 
by  the  enemy  flooding  it. 

During  the  engagement  I  was  nobly  and  gallantly  assisted  by  Lieu- 
tenant N.  H.  Smith,  of  the  Engincei'  Corps,  who.  by  his  coolness  and 
bravery,  won  the  respect  and  admiration  of  the  whole  command.  This 
officer  deserves  well  of  his  country. 

To  Assistant  Surgeon  George  H.  Bailey  I  am  under  many  obliga- 
tions, who,  having  nothing  to  do  in  his  own  line,  nobly  pulled  "ft  his 
coat  and  assisted  in  administering  Magnider  pills  to  the  enernv,  and 
behaved  with  great  coolness. 
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During  the  engagement  the  works  were  visited  bj  Captain  F.  H. 
Odium,  commanding  post;  Major  [Colonel]  Leon  Smith,  commanding 
Marine  Department  of  Texas. 

Captain  W.  S.  Good,  ordnance  officer,  and  Dr.  Murray,  acting  assist- 
ant surgeon,  behaved  with  great  coolness  and  ^llantry,  and  by  them  1 
was  enabled  to  send  for  reinforcements,  as  tne  men  were  becoming 
exhausted  by  the  rapidity  of  our  fire,  but  before  they  could  accomplish 
their  mission  the  enemy  surrendered. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  we  captured  with  47  men  two  gunboats,  mount- 
ing thirteen  guns  of  the  heaviest  caliber,  and  about  350  prisoners. 
All  my  men  behaved  like  heroes;  not  a  man  flinched  from  his  post 
Our  motto  was  "Victory  or  death." 

I  bee  leave  to  make  particular  mention  of  Private  Michael  McKer- 
nan,  wno,  from  his  well-known  capacity  as  gunner,  I  assigned  as  gun- 
ner to  one  of  the  guns,  and  nobly  did  he  do  nis  duty.  It  was  his  shot 
struck  i\\%  Sachem  in  her  steam  drum. 

Too  much  praise  can  not  be  awarded  to  Major  [Colonel]  Leon  Smith 
for  his  activity'  and  energy  in  saving  and  bringing  the  vessels  into 
port. 

I  have  the  honor,  captain,  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  DOWLINQ, 

First  Lieut,  ^  Comdg,  Co.  F^  Coolers  Art.^  Fort  Griffin^  Sabine  Pass. 

Captain  F.  H.  Odlum, 

Cmnmanding  Post. 


Letter  from  Hi^or-Oeneral  Magruder,  C.  9.  Army,  to  Brigadier-Oeneral  Luekett,  C.  8.  Army, 
giying  informatioii  from  confldexLtial  instmetioiis  of  Commodore  BeU,  V.  8.  Navy. 

Beaumont,  Tex.  ,  Septemher  10^  1863. 

I  have  received  the  confidential  instructions  of  Commodore  Bell  to 
the  commander  of  the  gunboats,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  land- 
ing of  the  eneni}^  (about  15,000  strong)  depends  upon  the  success  of 
three  light-dnif t  gunboats,  all  that  could  be  spared  from  New  Orleans. 
One  of  these  being  crippled  and  two  taken,  my  opinion  is  that  he  has 
retired  to  New  Orleans  to  refit.  Planters  ought  to  move  their  negroes 
and  mules  from  the  coast. 

J.  Bankhead  Magruder, 

Major- Oeneral^  Commanding. 
Brigadier-General  Luckett, 

IIoMstoiu  Tex. 


Beporti  of  Major-Oeneral  Magruder,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  District  of  Texas,  Hew 

Mexico,  and  Arisona. 

Beaumont,  [Tex.],  Septeimhrr  10^  186S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  announce  a  second  brilliant  victory  over 
the  enemy's  fleet,  gained  at  Sabine  Pass  on  the  evening  of  the  8th 
instant,  resulting  in  the  capture  of  two  fine  gunboats,  the  Clifton  and 
the  Saehem^  wifli  a  full  supply  of  ordnance  stores,  eighteen  heavy 
guns,  200  prisoners,  among  tnemC'oininandor  Frederick  Crocker,  coni- 
manding  the  expedition,  the  loss  of  the  enemy  being  over  50  killed  and 
wounded,  while  on  our  side  not  a  man  was  hurt. 
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This  gallant  achievement  was  won  by  the  little  garrisoii  at  Fort 
Grigsby  [tiriffinJJ  (44  men),  commanded  by  Lieutenant  R.  W.  Dowl- 
ing,  supported  l»v  a  small  force,  the  whole  under  command  of  Captain 
F.  H,  Odium.  Though  attacked  by  five  of  the  enemy's  gunboat*,  the 
little  fort,  mounting  but  three  guns  of  small  caliber,  maintained  its 
tire  until  the  two  gunboats  mentioned  were  forced  to  surrender,  while 
the  other  fled  over  the  bar  {one  of  them  being  badlv  crippled)  to  join 
the  discomfited  fleet  of  twenty-two  more  vessels  which  witnessed  the 
contest. 

This  victory,  even  in  the  face  of  a  formidable  expedition  which  still 
threatens  the  coast,  is  announced  with  the  more  satisfaction  from  the 
fiK-t  that  the  two  vessels  captured  were  among  those  which  disgrace- 
fully fled  under  a  flag  of  truce  from  the  scene  of  triumph  of  Texan 
valor  at  Glalveston  in  January  last. 


J.  Uamkhead  Maorudeb, 
Major-  Geiieral,  Comdg.  Dini,  of  Texas,  JVew  Mexico,  and  Arizona, 
Brigadier-General  [W,]  R,  Boggs, 

Chuvf  of  Staff . 


HeaDQI'ARTEKS    DlSTRICTT   OF  TeXAS,  ETC., 

Beatimwtt,  Tex.,  September  10, 1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  enemy  has  withdrawn  and 
disappeared  from  Sabine  Pass. 

It  IS  supposed  that  the  expedition,  estimated  at  15,000  men,  com- 
manded, as  it  is  represented  by  the  Federal  prisoners,  by  Major-Gen- 
nal  Franklin  in  person,  has  gone  up  the  Calcasieu.     *     *     * 

The  fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  Pass  was  defended  by  only  40  men. 
Lieutenant  Dowling,  of  Cook's  regiment  of  artillery,  commanded  the 
fort,  and  Captain  Odium,  of  the  same  company,  commanded  the  post. 
This  small  force,  in  the  presence  of  a  fleet  of  15,000  of  the  enemy, 
drove  off  1  gunboat,  captured  2  others,  13  pieces  of  cannon,  and  340 
prisoners,  who  are  now  here. 

This  seems  to  me  to  be  the  most  extraordinary  feat  of  the  war,  and 
I  beg  that  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  will  notice  the  conduct 
of  Captain  Odium,  Lieutenant  Dowling,  commanding,  and  men  of  the 
Davis  Guards. 

Commodore  Leon  Smith  and  Captain  W.  S.  Good,  of  the  ordnance 
department,  arrived  at  the  fort  during  the  engagement,  passing  through 
the  enemy's  fire  to  reach  it.  Both  deserve  great  ereait  for  their  gal- 
lantry. 

Commodore  Leon  Smith,  seizing  the  flag,  stood  with  it  upon  the 
ramparts  and  stimulated  the  men  by  his  example  and  words. 

I  can  not  too  highly  commend  this  sensible,  heroic,  and  useful  offi- 
cer to  the  commander  in  chief,  nor  speak  too  highly  of  the  services  of 
t'aptain  Good,  who  not  only  manufactures  projectiles  and  ammunition 
of  all  kinds,  but  also  is  casting  excellent  brass  cannon.  This  district 
could  do  little  or  nothing  without  him. 

*■•••»■■■. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  Bankhead  Maoruder, 

Major-  General,  Command mg. 
Brigadier-General  W.  R,  Boogs, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
M  w  a— VOL  20 m 


^^^62 
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Hdqrs.  District  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  ahd  Arizona, 

Sahine  P»w,  Tex.,  Sept^iha'S7, 186S.  ' 

General:  A  fleet  of  twenty-two  steam  transports,  largest  size,  with 
five  war  steamers,  attempted  to  pass  into  this  river  on  the  8th  instant. 
The  number  of  troops  is  estimated  by  the  coolest  men  and  stated  by 
prboners  to  be  15,000  picked  men.  mostly  of  Grant's  army,  Thj 
transports  could  not  pass  unless  the  war  steamers  reduced  our  fort  Q 
six  32-pounder  euns. 

Lieutenant  [K.  W,]  Dowling,  in  immediate  command  of  the  foi 
directed  bis  men  not  to  return  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  as  our  guns  we) 
of  short  range. 

The  enemy  at  length  approached  with  his  war  steamers,  four  in  niin.^ 
ber,  backed  by  the  whole  fleet  of  transports,  to  a  point  well  within  otQ 
range,  when  Lieutenant  Dowling,  of  the  Davis  Guards,  opened  upo 
the  advanced  ships  of  war,  and  in  some  tbirty-five  minutes  two  sol 
rendered,  with  over  300  prisoners,  and  another  left  in  a  crippled  ooih 
dition.    The  fleet  then  backed  out  and  sailed  east. 


I  arrived  the  day  after  at  Beaumont,  a  strategic  point,  with  a  portion 
of  the  troops  from  the  interior  and  have  since  concentrated  2,500  men 
here  and  greativ  strengthened  the  works  at  this  place.  I  expect  their 
return  soon  with  ironclads,  and  hope  to  he  prepared  to  meet  them  suc- 
cessfully. Had  they  got  in  they  would  have  proceeded  at  once  to  Nib- 
lett's  Bluff,  cut  us  off  from  Maior-General  Taylor,  and  probably 
advanced  on  Houston.  Now  it  will  be  more  difficult.  The  prisoners 
all  stated  that  the}'  were  bound  for  Houston  and  will  yet  get  there.  1 
trusts  however,  my  dispositions  of  the  available  forces  under  my  com- 
mand will  thwart  them,  although  very  small  in  numlwr.  " 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BaNKUEAD   MAOatlDER, 

Majiir-  General,  Oomwanding.   \ 
General  S.  Cooper, 

and  Inspector-  General.,  Sichmond,  Va, 


int  Dowling,  and  the  max  i 


Besolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  eminently  due,  and  aroJ 
hereby  cordially  given,  to  Captain  Odium,  Lieutenant  Richard  W.J 
Dowlmg,  and  tfie  41  men  composing  the  Davis  Guards,  under  theirf 
command,  for  their  daring,  gallant,  and  successful  defense  of  SabiaaJ 
Pass,  Tex.,  against  the  attack  made  by  the  enemy  on  the  8th  ofl 
September  last,  with  a  fleet  of  five  gunboats  and  twenty-two  transports,  I 
carrying  a  land  force  of  15,000  men.  J 

Sesotved,  That  this  defense,  resulting,  under  the  Providence  of  God|^ 
in  the  defeat  of  the  enemy,  the  capture  of  two  gunboats,  with  mon 
than  300  prisonei-s,  including  the  commander  of  the  fleet;  the  crippliDd 
of  a  third  gunboat,  the  dispersion  of  the  transport's,  and  preventinc; 
the  invasion  of  Texas,  constitutes,  in  the  opinion  of  Congres.«,  one  lA 
the  most  brilliant  and  heroic  achievements  in  the  history  of  this  war,,J 
and  entitles  the  Davis  Guards  to  the  gratitude  and  admiration  of  theij^ 
country. 
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Resolved^  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communicate  the  fore- 
going resolutions  to  Captain  Odium,  Lieutenant  Dowling,  and  the  men 
under  their  command. 

Approved,  February  8,  1864. 


Report  of  Commander  WooUey^  Z7.  S,  Navy^  regarding  the  statement 
of  the  coTnmanding  officer  of  H,  L  M.  R,  Milan. 

U.  S.  S.  Princess  Royal, 
New  Orleans^  Septeinher  8^  1863. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  to  you  that,  while  at  Rio  Grande,  1 
requested  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hill,  commanding  the  U.  S. 
bark  Anderson^  to  visit  the  commander  of  the  French  steam  brig  of 
war  Milan.,  then  lying  in  Mexican  waters.  He  did  so,  and  the  visit 
was  returned  on  the  23d  ultimo.  In  the  course  of  the  conversation  the 
commander  of  the  Milan  remarked  that  this  trade  would  soon  be 
broken  up,  as  the  French  would  take  possession  of  the  entire  coast  up 
to  the  Rio  Grande. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  WOOLSEY, 

Commander. 
Commodore  Henry  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  West  Gxdf  Blockading  Squadron.,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell.,  TJ.  S.  Navy^  to  Captain  Macomb.,  U.  S.  Na/vy., 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Genesee.,  for  mgilnntlookout  for  sloop  fitted  out 
at  Mobile. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  Neic  Orleans,  Septembet*  8,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  please  direct  that  a  special  lookout  be  kept  for  small 
vessels  navigating  the  [Mississippi]  oound  day  and  night.  I  enclose 
herewith  an  extract  from  a  communication  made  me  by  the  provost- 
marshal,  which  explains  the  chaiucter  of  one  or  more  of  the  small  craft 
which  may  be  pb'ing  those  waters.  They  are  dangerous  from  the 
number  of  men  whom  they  keep  concealed.  Extract:  ''A  piratical  sloop 
has  been  fitted  out  at  or  near  Mobile,  commanded  by  one  Captain 
Cavanagh;  she  has  sails  and  sweeps  and  carries  30  men  armed  with 
cutlasses  and  muskets.  All  but  four  or  five  men  are  usually  concealed. 
She  is  intended  to  seize  schooners  and  transports.  Three  ^av'^s  ago  she 
was  at  Biloxi  and  offered  to  bring  certain  persons  to  Bav  ot.  Louis." 

I  incline  to  think  there  is  something  in  this,  as  Mr.  fcddy,  who  is 
collecting  timber  on  Horn  Island,  spoke  about  such  a  craft.  If  she 
cruises  there  with  impunity,  we  shalf  hear  of  her  next  off  the  Passes. 
Have  her  searched  for. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

CoTnmodore. 

Captain  W.  II.  Macomb, 

U.  jS.  S.  Genesee,  Ship  Islund. 
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Ordet*  of  Covwiodore  Bell^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Captain  Oold^>OTOuqh^  U.  S, 
Mivy,  7'egard{7ig  veaseUfirr  8er7)ice  on  the  Mobile  blockaae. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensaoola, 
Of  New  Orleans^  September  *,  186S. 

Sir:  I  send  you  the  steamer  Gertrude^  Acting  Master  W.  K.  Cressy, 
for  offshore  cruising,  and  hope  you  will  keep  her  steadily  to  the  south- 
ward and  eastward  about  80  miles. 

The  Albatross  will  be  ready  this  week  and  will  join  you  then.  She 
is  very  fast.  She  has  no  mafnmast;  one  is  being  made  for  her  at  Pen- 
saoola, but  don't  think  of  exposing  her  to  the  fever  there;  keep  her 
with  you  or  cruising,  as  you  deem  best. 

When  you  consider  afl  safe  from  attacks  at  Ship  Island,  and  you 
should  want  force  outside,  take  the  Genesee^  which  was  sent  into  the 
[Mississippi]  Sound  on  temporary  service,  the  general  apprehending 
an  attack  there. 

1  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Coinniodore.Comdg,  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Captain  John  R.  Goldsborough, 

U.  S.  S.  Coli/rado^  Commanding  Blockade  off  Mobile. 


Ord^r  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieti- 
tenant  Cate^  U.  S.  Ntry^  co.maanding  U.  S.  S.  Arkansas^  at  New 
Yo7'k. 

Navy  Department,  September  5,  186S. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  S.  Arkaiisas  has  her  ordnance  stores  on 
board  and  is  otherwise  ready  for  sea,  proceed  with  her  to  New  Orleans 
and  report  to  Commodore  ll.  H.  Bell  for  duty  as  a  supply,  dispatch, 
and  transport  vessel  for  the  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Ver}''  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  David  Cate,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comvuindhig  U,  S,  S.  Arkansas^  New  York. 


Order  of  Captain  GlUis^  U.  S,  Navy^  to  Comm<tnder  Mtdlany^  U.  S. 
Nary^  coinmanding  U,  S,  S,  Bienrilh\  to  proceed  to  duty  on  comjUe^ 
lion  of  repairs, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 
Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  September  10,1863. 

Sir:  When  the  boilers  of  the  Bit^nrille  are  repaired  you  will  please 
proceed  to  execute  the  orders  received  from  C/ommodore  H.  H.  Bell, 
and  en  route  say  to  (.-onnnandor  Rolando,  cruising  off  the  Rio  Grande, 
that  I  wish  him  to  Ining  the  Stminole  to  this  ancnorage,  looking  in  at 
San  Luis  Pass  as  he  comes  up. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  NO.    P.   GiLUS, 

f  \iptaih  and  Senior  Officer  off  Galvefiton^  Tex. 

Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullanv. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville^  off'  Galveston,  Tex. 


Sefiembek  14,  1863. 
P.  S. — Please  say  to  the  officer  conimaQding  the  ditferent  vessela  y  _ 
fall  in  with  belonging  to  tbb  division  that  their  men  are  not  to  go  on 
board  supply  vessels.  The  offirer  of  the  boat  cau  have  passed  out  such 
things  as  are  needed,  fresb  beef  included,  there  being  danger  from 
contagious  diseases  at  this  season. 

I  The  Seminole  will  proceed  without  delay  to  anchoi'age  off  Sabine 
jPaas,  and  on  her  arrival  there  Commander  Rolando  will  dispatch  the 
supply  steamer  Circassian  to  the  anchorage  off  Galveston. 
>  It  18  doubtful  whether,  uoder  the  present  condition  of  affairs,  you 
should  go  to  Tampieo,  and  unless  you  learn  of  greater  necessity  of 
which  you  may  hear  en  route,  woula  recommend  you  to  return  here. 
Very  resoectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  p.  Glllis, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer, 
^d  Div.  ^V.  Gtdf  Blockading  Squadron,  of  Galueatim,  Tex. 
Commander  J.  R.  M,  Mdllany, 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville. 
Note. — Upon  reading  the  above  orders  I  asked  Captain  Gillis  what  ' 
construction  I  should  put  upon  the  (Mragraph  which  advises  my  return 
off  Galveston  without  visiting  Tampieo,  and  was  informed  that  it  was 
to  be  considered  as  an  order. 

J,  R.  M,  Mdllamt. 


Report  of  Commander  MuUany,  U.  S.  Mm/,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Biem^Ule,  regarding  the  execution  of  ord^sr  to  "proceed  to  Sabine 
Pass. 

U.  S.  S.  BlENTTLLE, 

Off  Gahiesion,  Tea:.,  September  10,  18S3. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  9th  instant,  I  proceeded  to 
Sabine  Pass  with  this  ship  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  naval  vessels  I 
and  transports  which  were  supposed  to  be  on  shore  on  the  bar.  ' 

On  my  arrival,  learning  that  the  army  transports  having  General 
Franklin's  conmiand  on  board  had  sailed  for  the  South  West  Pass  and 
that  the  naval  vessels  were  ail  afloat,  J  deemed  my  presence  unneces- 
sary, 1  therefore  dispatched  the  0^ca«co  to  New  Orleans  and  returned 
to  this  station  with  the  Bienville. 

Agreeably  to   your   directions,  Lieutenant-Commander  Dana  will 
detain  the  Ari3ona  and  Oranite  City  to  aid   him  in  keeping  up  the   ' 
blockade  until  further  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.   M.  MULLANY, 

Commander. 
Captain  JoHtf  P.  Gillis, 

Senior  Officer,  Comma/nding  off  Coast  of  Texas. 


Orde?'  of  Commodore  Bell,    U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutena7it-Cmnmand«r\ 
Pranklin,  U.^.  Navy,  regarding  transfer  of  command. 

U.  S.  Steah  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Ne^c  Orleans,  Septemher  10,  1863. 
Sir:  Commander  Sartori  having  been  ordered  to  the  coranmaA  'sA.] 
the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Oneida,  you  will  pLofta^  ^.uiu  QN«.t  Siia  ti 


5(><>  WK8T    GULF   BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 


at  vessel  to  him  and  proceed  to  New  Orleans  bj  the  first  public 
eyance  and  assume  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  ship  PorUtmnUh. 


of  that 
convey 

1  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.*H.  Bell, 
C(/inmodort\  Couidg,  West  G\ilf  Blockdding  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Samuel  R.  Franklin, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Oneida. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bdl^    U.  S.  Navy^  to  Captain  Sartori^    U.  8. 
Navy^  commanding  V.   S,  S.  Monongahela^  regarding  transfer  of 
co^niiiand* 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orhans^  September  10,  1863. 

Sir:  Captain  James  H.  Strong  having  been  appointed  bjr  the  Navy 
Department  to  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Monongahela^ 
you  will  turn  over  the  command  of  that  vessel  to  him  and  assume  the 
command  of  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Oneida. 
1  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Sq^utdronpro  tern. 

Captain  Lewis  C.  Sartori, 

U,  S,  S,  Monongalida. 


Order  of  Co7)vmodore  Bdl^  IT.  S.  JVavy,  to  Captmn  Gillis,  TJ,  S.  Namf^ 
to  furnish  information  regarding  trie  captured  U,  S.  steamers  OUfton 
arid  Sachetn, 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
Of  New  Orleans,  September  11,  1863. 

Dear  Captain:  The  Circassian  will  leave  for  your  coast  about 
8  a.  m.  I  hope  you  will  help  yourselves  bountifully  to  potatoes  and 
fresh  beef  without  being  restricted. 

Be  good  enough  to  instruct  the  Kittatinny  and  Bohio  not  to  cruise 
too  close  to  the  coa.st,  unless  they  have  good  breezes,  for  fear  of  the 
rebels  sending  out  steamers  to  attiick  them,  which  they  are  likely  to 
do,  encouraged  by  their  late  great  success  at  Sabine  and  former 
successes. 

General  Banks  sent  me  a  note  last  night  informing  me  of  the  capture 
of  the  Clifton  and  Sachem  simply.  1  don't  know  whether  they  are 
available  to  the  enemy  or  whether  they  are  firmly  aground  or  wrecks. 
He  said  nothing  about  the  expedition.  In  fine,  I  am  wholly  in  the 
dark.  1  shall  see  him  after  breakfast,  but  then  the  Circassian  will  be 
gone. 

Please  send  me  such  information  as  you  possess  as  to  the  condition 
of  the  Clifton  and  Sachem.  If  they  are  available,  I  must  send  a 
stronger  force  to  Sabine.  1  am  aware  that  you  can  spare  nothing  from 
Galveston.  Feeling  secure  of  victory  at  Sabine,  1  meant  to  have 
strengthened  you  from  that  quarter. 

If  the  Clifton  can  come  out,  send  to  the  Rio  Grande  for  Commander 
Rolando  to  go  immediately  in  the  Seminole  to  Sabine  Pass  on  l>lockade. 
The  Circassian  will  take  your  order.  If  you  are  in  doubt  as  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  Clifton,  order  up  the  Seminole.    The  yellow  fever  is 
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in  the  Colorado^  but  is  being  subdued,  I  believe.     God  grant  us  this 
mercy.     No  other  vessel  is  infected.     Please  be  careful  how  you 
receive  persons  on  board  from  prize  vessels  or  shore. 
I  am,  3'ours,  very  truly, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Comma7vcln/ng. 
Captain  John  P.  Gnxis, 

U.  S.  S.  Ossipee^  Comdg.  U.  S.  Na/cal  Forces  of  Coast  of  Texas, 


Letter  from  Commodore  BelL  U,  S.  Navy^  to  Commander  Townsend^ 
U.  o.  Navy^  commanding  U,  S,  S.  Essex^  regarding  supplies  for  that 
vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
Off  New  Orleam^  Septemher  11,  1863. 

Dear  Sik:  Your  note  of  the  8th  instant  was  handed  to  me  this  morn- 
ing by  Acting  Master  Parker,  and  your  requisitions  signed.  I  must 
necessarily  trust  to  your  judgment  as  to  the  necessities  of  the  Essex  or 
of  any  other  vessels  belonging  to  the  fleet  of  Admiral  Porter  request- 
ing supplies  from  this  quarter.  Articles  of  every  kind  are  extraordi- 
narily scarce  and  expensive. 

I  am  happy  to  learn  of  any  improvements  on  the  Essex,  even  though 
they  be  not  on  her  speed. 

It  is  probable  that  she  and  the  other  ironclads  on  the  up  river  will  be 
required  below,  as  there  appears  to  be  no  immediate  demand  for  them 
in  the  fresh- water  streams. 

Please  accept  my  cordial  thanks  for  the  kind  expressions  contained 
in  your  several  notes,  which  I  am  sorry  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity 
to  answer  before. 

1  am,  most  respectfully  and  sincerely^  yours, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 
Commander  Robert  Townsend, 

U*  S.  Ironckid  Steamer  Essex ^  off  Doncldsonville,  La, 


Seizure  of  the  British  sttamer  Sir  William  Peel^  September  11,  1863. 
Beport  of  Commodore  BeU,  IT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  West  Onlf  Blockading  Squadron. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensa(X)la, 
New  Orleans,  Septemher  17,  1863. 

Sir:  The  British  merchant  steamer  Sir  William  Peelhas  been  seized 
with  1,000  bales  of  cotton  on  board,  off  the  Rio  Grande,  by  Com- 
mander Rolando,  of  the  Seininole,  and  sent  into  this  port.  She  is  in 
quai^ntiiie  leakin*^  badly. 

Commander  Woolsey,  who  was  off  the  Rio  Grande  in  the  Princess 
Royal,  describes  the  Sir  William  Peel  as  an  old  Lisbon  packet,  broken- 
backed,  and  being  very  different  from  the  formidable  craft  described 
in  the  consular  extracts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,  Covnlg,  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


.  S.  S.  Seminole. 
?■  lih  Gramie,  .%-pte,..b^  11,  1863. 

Sir:  I  liave  t)ic  bunur  lo  itifoim  the  Department  that  I  have  seh 
the  English  uteaumr  A'/y  WH/ijuu-  Perl  on  entirely  circuiustantial  evi- 
dence. One  of  the  reasons  for  seizing  her  19  that  she  ha»  cotton  on 
board,  which  I  believe  to  be  the  property  of  the  Confederate  States 
and  being  ahipped  here  by  Confederate  agents  to  England  or  other 
ports;  and  I  feel  assured  ttat  the  vessel  herself  ia  the  property  of 
Confederates. 

The  Peel  lay  in  American  waters  and  from  thence  discharged  a  cai„_, 
of  eontrahand  articles,  which  can  lie  proved  by  the  following  pentons:' 
The  American  consul  can  furnish  testimony  as  to  the  cargo  landed 
from  the  ]*eeL 

Captain  Thompson,  in  command  of  the  Elf,  of  Philadelphia,  can  prove 
that  the  Ped  was  employed  titling  gun  carriages;  Captain  Clark,  o| 
the  Mary  Jiailly,  of  New  York,  can  prove  that  contraband  articles 
have  been  landed  on  American  soil. 

Robert  Clark,  of  the  Mu:ry  Btnilv^  can  prove  lauding  machineir  and 
blankets.  The  cargo  was  received  on  Mexican  soil  and  sent,  I  sup- 
pose, to  Texas.  1  have  heard  that  on  the  arrival  of  our  cruisers,  she 
was  lying  in  American  waters.  1  would  long  since  have  takon  her, 
but  fur  want  of  suHicient  evidence,  and  I  would  not  have  seiz<»l  her  as 
I  have,  were  it  not  the  fact  that  the  Seminole  is  so  extremely  dull  ati  R 
sailer  that  if  I  had  allowed  the  Peel  to  start,  I  could  never  have 
expected  to  overtake  her;  so,  rather  than  risk  the  chance  of  her  escap* 
ing,  I  deteiTuined  to  seize  her,  which  I  did. 

If  the  Ptxl  bad  escaped,  we  should  have  had  another  Oonfedei 
cruiser  on  the  high  seas,  second  to  none  that  are  there,  as  she  was  bui 
for  a  man-of-war  and  nearly  300  feet  in  lengtli  (having  been  originally 
intended  for  the  Brazilian  Ciovernnient),  and  is  in  airhcr  stieiigthen- 
ings  and  machinery  adapted  for  one,  iler  fiigiiii'.s  aic  below  the 
water  line  and  her  rapacity  for  coal  very  great.  With  this  vii'w  of 
the  future  injury  that  this  ship  might  nave  done  our  commerce,  I 
determined  not  to  give  her  a  cbance  to  escape,  but  neizi'  her,  with  the 
hope  that  her  qualities  may  be  put  to  a  better  use  than  destroying  the 
commerce  of  my  country. 

The  condemning  of  the  vessel  will  rest  pretty  much  in  the  hands 
the  Government,  as  it  will  be  necessary  to  obtain  witnesses  froi 
Matamoras  and  the  Kio  Gi'ande  as  to  who  are  the  real  owners  of 
cotton  on  boaid  the  steamer,  and  the  owners  of  the  vessel,  which 
can  be  ascerlabied  Iiy  Mr.  Fierce,  the  f,  y,  consul  at  Matamoras. 

I  have  seized  the  l\'d  because  she  would  have  become  a  Confederate 
privateer,  and  also  Ix'cause  she  has  landed  coutralnind  of  war— ^i 
machinery  and  l>lankets^ia  Mexico,  and  transferred  ibo  same  toTexafl>, 

I  feel  that  1  have  assumed  a  great  responsibility  in  making  this  cap* 
ture,  but  I  hope  that  the  Department  will  sustain  me  in  the  course  I- 
have  pursued.  Another  reason  in  connection  with  the  seizure  of  the 
Ped  is  that  I  iirnily  IwUeve  she  has  on  board  guns  and  umnttions  of' 
war  intended  to  lie  used  to  convert  her  into  a  privateer. 

The  captain  of  the  Ped  is  reported  to  ha\e  said  in  Matamoras  tbftk] 
he  was  couunanding  a  Confedemto  privateer. 


•her^ 

i 


On  txjard  the  Ped  when  I  seized  her  I  found  uhout  150  axlea  for  I 
field  artillery;  also  several  caaks  of  iron  rinjts  for  artillei^  harness.   ' 
and  on  deck  were  two  guns.     Below  and  under  her  ootton,  which  1  dia 
not  break  out,  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  will  be  found  more  con- 
ti-aband  of  war  and  sufficient  to  further  sustain  the  courae  I  have  pur- 
sued ill  seizing  this  vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Rolando, 
Commander,  U.  S.  J^av 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

y  of  the  Navy ^  Washington,  D.  C 


I.  Seminale.  made  to  Com-  ' 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 
Off  Rio  Gi-ande,  September  11,  1863. 

Sih:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  day  seized  tbs 
English  steamer  iS/r  Will !amPfeh  on  entirely  circumstantial  evidence. 

One  of  the  reasons  for  seizing  her  is  that  she  has  cotton  on  board, 
which  1  believe  to  be  the  property  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  being 
shipped  here  by  Confedei-ate  agents  to  England  or  other  ports,  and  I 
feel  assured  that  the  vessel  herself  is  the  property  of  the  Confederates. 

The  Peel  lay  in  American  waters  and  from  thence  discharged  a 
cargo  of  contraband  articles,  which  can  be  proved  by  the  following 
persons; 

The  American  consul  can  furnish  testimony  as  to  the  cargo  landed 
from  the  Peel. 

Captain  Thompson,  in  command  of  the  Elf,  of  Philadelphia,  can 
prove  that  the  Peel  was  employed  fitting  gun  carriages. 

Captain  Clark,  of  the  Marv  Bently,  of  New  Yoi-k,  can  prove  that 
contraband  articles  have  been  landed  on  American  soil.  Robert  Clark, 
his  eon,  whom  I  send  by  the  Sir  Willinm  Peel  to  New  Orleans  as  a 
witness,  can  ilIf^o  substantiate  the  charge  of  landing  contraband  of  war, 
machinery,  and  blankets.  The  cargo  was  received  on  Mexican  soil  and 
sent,  I  suppose,  to  Texas.  1  have  heard  that  on  the  arrival  of  our 
cruisers  sue  was  lying  in  American  waters.  I  would  long  since  have 
taken  her,  but  for  want  of  sufficient  evidence.  If  the /'ct^  had  escaped 
we  should  have  had  another  Confederate  privateer  on  the  high  seas.' 
Her  engines  are  below  the  water  lino  and  her  capacity  for  coal  very 
great. 

The  condemning  of  the  vessel  will  rest  pretty  much  in  the  hands  of 
the  Government,  as  it  will  t>e  necessary  to  obtjiin  witnesses  from 
Matamoras  and  the  Rio  Grande  as  to  who  are  the  real  owners  of  the 
cotton  on  boaitl  the  steamer  and  the  real  owners  of  the  vessel,  which 
facts  can  lie  ascertained  by  Mr,  Pierce,  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Matamoraa. 

The  captain  of  the  Peel'is  reported  to  have  said  in  Matamoras  that 
he  was  in  command  of  a  Confederate  privateer. 

On  board  the  Peel,  when  I  seized  her,  I  found  about  l.W  axles  for 
field  artillery,  also  several  casks  of  iron  rings  for  artillery  harness,  and 
on  deck  were  two  guns.  Below  and  under  the  cotton,  which  I  did  not 
break  out,  1  have  not  the  slightest  douhl,  will  he  found  more  con- 
trabands of  war  and  sufficient  to  further  sustain  the  course  I  have 
pursued  in  seizing  this  vessel. 


I 

■ 
I 
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I  send  the  Sir  William  Peel  to  New  Orleans  in  charge  of  Acting 
Ensigns  M.  H.  Karlowski  and  H.  Crosby,  accompanied  by  Acting 
Master's  Mate  J.  P.  Knowles,  Acting  Second  Assistant  "Engineer 
Robert  G.  Pope,  and  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  H.  M.  Quig 
[and  prize  crew  of  14  men], 

I  would  suggest  that  these  men  may  be  sent  back  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, as  the  ship  is  now  short  of  hands. 

I  would  also  request  that  Robert  Clark,  whom  1  send  in  the  Peel  as 
a  witness,  will  be  detained  on  board  the  Pemacola  during  the  time 
that  he  stays  in  New  Orleans,  as  he  is  entirely  without  means  to  sap- 
port  himself.  I  have  taken  him  from  his  father's  ship  as  an  important 
witness  in  this  case,  and  on  whose  evidence  will  depend  to  a  great 
degree  the  condemnation  of  the  vessel.  1  therefore  request  that  the 
commanding  officer  will  see  that  he  is  properly  cared  for,  as  his  serv- 
ices will  be  extremely  important  on  the  trial. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Rolando, 
Commander^  U*  S.  Navy, 

Commodore  II.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg,  Westeym  G\df  Blockdg,  Squad/roii pro  tern. ^  New  Orleans. 


Beport  of  Commander  Solando,  V.  8.  Havy,  oommanding  V.  8.  8.  Seminolo,  introdneinff 

Thomas  C.  Haggart,  at  a  witneii. 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 
Sabine  Pass^  Septevthei*  18^  1863. 

Sir:  This  letter  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Mr.  Thomas  C.  Haggart, 
who  is,  as  you  will  see  by  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  me, 
a  most  important  witness  in  the  case  of  the  Sir  Williani  Peel. 

I  would  requc^^t  that  when  his  evidence  has  been  received,  he  will  be 
allowed  to  return  to  Matamoras  (of  which  place  he  is  resident)  in  the 
first  vessel  which  leaves  for  that  port,  as  he  goes  to  New  Orleans  only 
as  a  witness. 

By  returning  to  Matamoras  and  acting  in  concert  with  the  American 
consul  at  that  place,  he  may  collect  more  evidence  to  assist  in  con- 
demning the  Sir  William  Peel. 

I  send  also  to  New  Orleans,  by  the  steamer  Circassians  42  prisoners, 
who  composed  the  crew  of  the  Sir  William  Peel.,  together  with  one 
Rhode  Island  soldier,  who  has  escaped  from  a  rebel  prison  and  given 
himself  up  on  board  this  ship. 

I  enclose  to  you  some  dispatches  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
which  I  would  request  you  to  forward.  In  consequence  of  illness,  a 
medic4il  survey  has  been  held  on  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer 
Charles  S.  Dudley,  the  result  of  which  I  enclose.  I  send  Mr.  Dudley 
north  in  the  CircasHian. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Rolando, 
Commander^  U.  S,  JVavy. 

Commodore  H.  II.  Bell, 

Comdg.  We^ft  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  iem .  ^  New  Orleans. 


WEST    GULF   BLOOKADINQ    8QDADBOH. 


On  Board  U.  S.  Gunboat  Sbuinole, 

Septemher  J7, 1863. 

Sib:  In  relation  to  the  steamship  Sir  William  Peel,  consiened  to 
Hale  &  Co.,  Matamoras,  Mexico,  1  will  state  all  that  I  know  of  her  at 
present;  Firat,  as  to  her  position  when  taken  or  her  bearing  with  the 
channel  of  the  Rio  Omnde.  Second,  as  to  her  ronsif^nees  and  their 
relations  with  the  so-called  Confederacy;  and  lastly,  the  genei-al 
impression  as  to  the  character  and  disposition  to  In?  made  of  thie  vessel 
(the  Sir  WUIiam,  Peel). 

The  channel  of  the  Rio  Grande  then  bore  to  the  south  of  west,  enough 
so  to  make  her  doubtlessly  in  American  waters.     This  was  her  position 
on  September  2.  1863,  nine  days  prior  to  her  capture.     It  is  not  prob-  , 
able  sne  changed  her  position  during  that  time,  as  the  weather  is  gen- 
erally good  and  water  smooth  at  this  season  of  the  year. 

Her  consignees,  Messrs.  James  Hale  &  Co.,  of  Matamoras,  are  mer- 
chants, doing  business  both  in  Matamoras  and  Brownsville,  Tex.  Hale 
&  Co.  are  and  have  been  contracting  with  the  so-called  Confederacy 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  are  agents  also  for  Confed- 
erate officials  now  commanding  the  rebel  forces  in  western  Texas,  and 
are  furnishing  these  forces  with  supplies.  About  the  time  of  the 
arrival  of  said  steamer  the  impressment  of  cotton  took  place  at  Bixiwns- 
ville,  by  military  authority,  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  to  said  ag^enta 
cotton  sufficient  to  pay  for  the  cargo  then  in  the  Sir  WiUiamPed, 
which  comprised  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  as  I  was  infonned  by  an 
adjutant  and  quartermaster's  clerk,  then  at  the  post  of  Brownsville, ' 


ho  informed  me  they  were  much  in  want  of  arms  and  such  goods  aa 
lomprised  the  car^o  of  said  Sir  William  Peel.  She  was  then  dis- 
charged and  immediately  commenced  receiving  cotton  from  her  agents, 
who  at  present  have  a  house  both  in  Matamoras  and  Brownsville. 

The  general  impression  as  to  the  character  of  said  vessel  was  bad, 
as  it  was  generally  understood  that  both  vessel  and  cargo  were  to  Ite 
purchased,  the  vessel  to  become  a  privateer,  as  she  had  guns  and  men 
enough  to  commence  operations  after  clearing  from  Matamoras,  as  I 
was  mformed.  She  was  lined  and  had  double  decks,  which  contained 
her  armament.  She  was  regarded  with  suspicion,  and  it  was  imder- 
stood,  in  case  of  any  difhculty,  she  possessed  caliber  sufficient  to  carry 
her  through  and  carry  out  the  designs  of  the  Southern  Gunboat  Asso- 
ciation, wLose  agents  at  this  port  contribute  largely  to  the  fund 
hy  supplying  cotton  to  English  speculators. 

Thomas  C.  Haggakt. 

Commander  H.  Rolando, 

Ooinmanding  Oitnhoat  Serniiwle. 


U.  S.  S.  Seminolb, 
Saldne  Posh,  Septemhtr  18,  1863. 
Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  rorward  to  you  copies  of  correspondence 
between  Captain  Hood,  of  H,  B.  M.  S.  Pyladeti,  and  myself,  in  con- 
nection with  the  seizure  of  the  Sir  William  Peel. 


I 


DING   SQCADEOK. 

I  would  respectfally  requtsst  the  Department  to  send  me  a  copy  of 
my  commuDicatioD  of  the  12th  instent,  relating  to  the  seizure  of  tb 
Sw  WjUiam  Peel,  as  by  Bome  accideot  the  original  has  been  mislaid. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Rolando, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seereta/ry  of  the  Na/uy,  Waahington,  D.  C. 

[Boelomire*.] 

H.  B.  M.  S.  Pyladbs, 
OffSio  Grande,  September  15,  186S. 

Sib:  On  my  arrival  off  the  Kio  Grande  this  morning,  I  was  informed 
that  on  the  11th  of  September  the  British  steamer  Sir  WiUiam.  Ped 
was  captured  by  the  United  States  vessel  of  war  under  your  command. 

I  am  informed  that  at  the  time  of  the  capture  the  Svr  WVliam  Ped 
was  laying  in  Mexican  waters,  which  she  certainly  was  when  I  ' 
visited  the  Bio  Grande,  during  the  latter  part  of  July. 

On  referring  to  a  copy  of  tne  explicit  instructions  which  have 
issued  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  officers  commandii  _^ 
United  States  cruisers,  I  find,  hrst,  it  is  distinctly  slated  that  undeT 
no  circumstances  will  they  seize  any  foreign  vessel  within  the  waters 
of  a  friendly  nation. 

Mexico  being  on  friendly  terms  with  the  United  States,  this  cap- 
ture of  the  Sir  WiUmin  Peel,  if  it  toot  place  in  Mexican  waters  (as  ' 
am  informed  it  did),  is  decidedly  in  direct  opposition  to  the  instri 
tions  issued  to  officers  commanding  United  States  cruisers  by 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

Secondly.  I  find  in  the  same  copy  of  instructions  that  no  vessel  is  to 
be  seized  without  a  search  carefully  made,  so  far  as  to  render  it  rea- 
sonable to  believe  that  she  is  engaged  in  carrying  contraband  of  war 
to  the  insurgents  or  their  ports,  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  she  is  actu- 
ally bound  and  passing  from  one  friendly  or  so-called  neutral  port  to 
another  and  not  bound  or  proceeding  to  or  from  a  port  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  insurgents,  then  she  can  not  be  lawfully  seized. 

I  am  therefore  led  to  conulude  that  when  the  Sir  WiUiami  Ped 
searched  some  direct  evidence  must  have  been  obtained,  either 
her  having  contraband  of  war  on  board,  or  that  she  was  engaged  in 
rying  contraband  of  war  to  the  insurgents  or  their  ports,  otherwise  her 
capture  would  have  been  in  direct  opposition  to  the  instructions  issued 
bv  the  Government  of  the  United  btates  to  the  officers  commanding 
United  States  cruisers. 

I  must  remark  that'when  I  visited  this  anchorage  in  .June,  and  again 
in  the  latter  part  of  July,  on  each  of  which  occasions  J  remained  for 
a  week,  the  Sir  WlUiam  Peel  was  laying  in  Mexican  waters,  and  as  no 
United  States  ves-iel  of  war  was  present  on  either  occaj^ion  it  is  prob- 
able that  if  she  had  contraband  of  war  on  Ixiard  advantage  would  have 
been  taken  of  their  absence  to  land  it. 

1  am  informed  that  at  the  time  of  her  capture  she  was  taking  in  a 
cargo  of  cotton,  and  had  already  90o  bales  on  Iward.  This  again  does 
not  give  me  the  impression  that  her  cargo  was  destined  f(ir  a  Confed^J 
erate  port. 

It  being  my  duty  to  acmiaint  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Milni 
commander  in  chief  of  the  British  niival  forces  on  the  North  America 
and  West  India  station,  immediately  of  this  capture,  I  have  the  honoi 
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WEST   nm.¥    BLOCKADma   SQUADBOV.  57Sfl 

lo  request  you  wilt  be  pleased  to  acquaint  me  with  your  reasons  for  1 

Uiking  posKCssiou  of  tLc  British  steamer  Sir  William  PeA  and  detain- 1 

ing  her  crew  as  prisoners  of  war  on  board  the  United  States  vessel  1 

under  vour  command.  I 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  I 

A.  W.  A.  Hood,  I 

Captain  and  St^iwr  Officer  Present  offths  Hie  Oraiide.      I 

The  Officer  Commanding  United  States  Ship  of  War.  I 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 
Off  Rio  Grande,  September  15, 1863. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  I 
of  the  15th  instant,  in  which  you  requeot  I  will  plea«e  acquaint  you  with 
the  reajton  for  taking  possession  of  the  British  steamer  Sir  William 
Peel  and  detaining  her  crew  as  prisoners  of  war  on  board  the  vessel   I 
under  my  command.  I 

I  have  to  state  that  I  seized  her  in  American  waters,  from  whence  I 
she  had  landed  contraband  of  war,  and  at  the  time  of  her  seizure  had  I 
the  same  on  board.  I 

She  has  been  sent  to  New  Orleans,  where  the  prize  courts  and  1 
authorities  will  take  cognizance  of  and  investigate  the  justice  of  the 


In  connection  with  your  request  for  the  reasons  of  her  seizure,  I 
would  state  to  you  that  she  is  in  every  way  fitted  and  framed  for  a 
rebel  privateer,  and  for  such,  I  have  every  reason  to  think,  she  was 
intended.  My  duty  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  demanded 
I  should  seize  her  and  prevent,  in  time,  her  aggressions  on  Americ 
commerce,  as  we  have  already  before  our  eyes  the  examples  of  the 
Alabama,  the  Florida,  and  th&  Georgia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Rolando, 
Commander.   U.  S.  JVm 
Captain  A.  W.  A.  Hood, 

ChmTtuindin^  II.  B.  M.  S.  Pyktdes,  off  Rin  Grande. 

Letter  bam  Cammadore  Bel..  -.    .  if&Ty,  to  tha  U.  8.  diitriot  attomay  at  Bsw  Drlaaaa, 
Tagarding  Tepaiji  rsqnirad  by  tha  priii. 

Seitember  25.  [1863]. 
Sir:  The  British  steamer  Sir  William  Peel  has  been  brought  up 
from  the  Kio  Grande  for  adjudication,  and  as  she  will  prove  one  of 
the  most  important  cases  of  the  times,  and  has  a  cargo  of  great 
value,  I  desire  to  have  everything  conducted  with  legal  precision.  I 
have  nothing  to  do  with  her  directly,  but  she  has  n  dangerous  leak 
about  her  sternpost  which  should  be  attended  to  without  delay,  and. 
we  have  a  dock  at  hand  which  can  be  applied  to  her  stem  and  is  at 
your  service  for  that  particular  work.  If  the  court  will  give  the 
necessary  instructions,  appointing  a  suitable  person  to  direct  the  requi- 
site repairs,  the  dock  may  be  applied  immediately. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant. 

H.  II.  Bell, 

Ci?mmodorn. 
Kdfds  Waplbs,  Esq., 

0.  S.  JHstriet  Attorney,  Neia  Orleans. 


I 


URT   f;i-|.F   BLUCKALlINU    SQUADRON. 


Letter  from  Commodare  Ball, 
tranimitliDg  a 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacoi^. 

Ncit>  Origins,  (hinhm- 10,  1863. 
Sir:  Please  receive  herewith  a  statement  made  by  Mr.  Golding,  4_ 
respectable  machinist  and  en^neer,  of  the  damages  in  the  steam  depart- 
ment of  the  .SVr  Willmm  Fed,  which  she  has  sustained  since  her  seiz- 
ure by  the  IT.  S,  S.  Se-ininole.  By  request  of  the  mai-shal  I  am 
employing  the  chief  engineer  (Wilham  H.  Shock,  esq.)  of  this  ^wt. 
and  Mr.  Cox,  carpenter  on  board  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Ptimacola,  to  hawj™ 
the  Sir  William  Peel  put  into  the  same  good  order  that  the  Semit 
found  her  in. 

This  statement  is  enclosed  to  you  for  your  information  in  eaee  ( 
reclamation  for  damages  being  made  by  the  parties  eoMccrtied. 
I  am,  most  rcapectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  11.  Bkli., 

Commodore,  Vomdg.  W^t  Ovlf  Blockdy.  Si/iiudroii  pro  tern,. 
Rtrms  Waples,  Esq., 

U.  8,  DistTict  AUom^,  JVct/i  Orlean-n. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola. 

OffNetc  (h-l^ans,  La.,  October  S3, 186S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  letter  from  thegovi 

ernor  of  the  State  of  TamauHpas,  Kepublic  of  Mexico  (marked  No.  l)fl 

in  reference  to  the  seizure  of  the  Sir  WiUiam^  Peel,  and  a  copy  of  inyr 

letter  No.  2  in  acknowledgment  thereof.  ' 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

[H.  H.  Bell], 
Commatiding  West  Oulf  Blockadhig  Squadron  pro  tern. 
Hon.  Gideon  WsiiES, 

Serretury  of  the  Navy,  Wa»hitiffton. 


PROVINCE   AND   MIUTAKT   COMMAND   OF   THE   STATE    OF   TAMAUUPAS. 


Having  charge  of  this  district  and  military  command,  the  EngliBh 
subjects  Milmo  and  Company  present  to  me  their  petition,  a  copy  of 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you,  by  which  it  appears  that  tf"" 
English  steamer  SirWilUain  Peel  has  been  captured  by  the  gunbo 
Seminol-e,  of  your  squadron,  finding  her  in  the  Mexican  waters, 
have  thought  it  expedient  to  make  this  known  to  you,  that  to  aid  n 
in  promoting  the  harmony  existing  between  the  two  Republics,  asw« 
'as  the  neutrality  due  to  vessels  met  with  in  the  waters  of  Mexico,  yoS 
may  issue  an  oi-der  for  the  said  steamer  to  be  released  and  penuittc 
to  pursue  her  mercantile  negotiations. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  my  high  considei-ation  and  d 
guished  regard. 

Independence  and  Liberty.  City  of  Matamoras,  Septflml)pr  18, 1861 

Man.  Bntz. 

Commander  of  the  American  Squadron, 

AiKhorcd  in  the  Boca  dsl  Rio, 


WK8T   GULF   BLOCKAWNG    SQUADRON.  575   ] 

[Hubentlodure.) 

SEAL.]  City  of  Matamoras,  Septetnhtr  14,  1S63. 

Milmo  and  Company,  English  subjects,  merchants  and  consignees 
of  the  English  steamer  Sir  William'  Pud,  respectfully  represent  to 
you  that  this  vessel,  then  lying  in  Mexican  waters  at  Boca  del  Kio, 
has  been  captured  by  the  gunboat  of  the  United  States  called  the  Sem- 
inole, her  crew  removed  to  some  other  vessel,  and  another  crew  sent 
on  tKiard. 

Furthermore,  it  appears  that  they  intend  to  take  hei'  to  some  port  of 
the  United  States. 

As  soon  as  time  permits  the  undersigned  will  notify  the  vic«-consul 
of  her  Britannic  Majesty  that  he  may  make  in  person  the  suitable 
reclamations.  But  knowing  lu  advance  that  the  person  performing 
this  duty  has  not  received  the  exequator  of  the  Mexican  Government, 
we  come  directly  to  you  to  show  that  the  Sir  William.  Pnel  entered 
this  poll  the  2f>th  of  June  last  with  all  her  papers  in  due  form;  that  she 
ha-j  remained  constantly  in  Mexican  waters;  that  when  she  had  finished 
discharging,  she  was  here  loaded  with  a  cargo  of  rott«n  bought  at  this 
place,  and  that  the  act  of  seizing  her  in  neutral  waters,  loaded  with  a 
neutral  cargo,  purchased  in  lawful  ti-ade,  constitutes  a  violation  of 
international  law.  That  the  cotisignees  of  said  vessel  come  here  to 
reclaim  her  for  the  reasons  given  and  pray  your  excellency  that, 
in  view  of  the  information  that  we  nave,  to  have  the  goodness  to  take 
possession,  or,  if  not,  to  show  the  best  measures  to  he  taken  to  pre- 
vent the  Sir  William,  Peel  being  taken  out  of  the  harbor  of  Boca  del 
Rio,  and  to  the  end  that  the  petitioners  and  their  employers  may  not 
suffer  detriment  to  their  interests,  as  they  would  in  the  capture  and 
taking  away  of  the  vessel  to  another  port,  and  they  may  prove  the 
damage  originally  done  should  it  be  carried  to  another  port, 

Milmo  and  Company. 

Cjovernor  and  Military  Commander, 

State  of  Tamavlipaa. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacoi^, 
OfNeio  Orleans,  La.,  Octobei-S3, 1863. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  dispatch  of  your  excellency  bearing 
date  September  18,  1863,  concerning  the  seizure  of  the  British  steam- 
ship Sir  HV/Z/iimiW,  a  trading  vessel,  while  lying  off  the  Rio  Grande, 
by  the  United  States  steam  sloop  of  war  SemmoQ. 

I  lieg  to  inform  your  excellency  in  reply  to  your  excellency's  letter, 
that  the  British  steamship  Sir  William,  Peel,  having  been  found  by 
Commander  Henry  Rolando,  commanding  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop 
Seminole,  lying  in  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  and  violating  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  she  was  seized  by  the  captain  of  the  Seminole 
and  sent  to  the  port  of  New  Orleans  to  be  adjudicated  upon.  She  is 
now  in  the  judicial  courts  of  the  United  States  undergoing  investiga- 
tion, and  is  entirely  out  of  the  hands  of  the  naval  authorities. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States,  appreciating  the  friendship 
of  the  Mexican  nation,  and  e:iteeming  her  as  their  nearest  neighbor, 
are  careful  to  regard  Mexican  rights,  both  by  land  and  by  sea,  with 
profound  respect,  and  would  never  have  molested  the  steamship  Sir 


William.  Penl  unless  she  were  manifestly  out  of  the  lioiils  uf  Jlcxici 
waters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,   i 

H.  H.  Bell,         1 
Commodore,  Coindg.  Western  GiiJf  Binckdt/.  Squadron  pro  tern,  I 

His  Excellency  Manuel  Ruiz. 
Govemar-OetieraioftheStateofTaiuaulipas,  BnpiMic of  Mexii^.  I 


U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 
Off  Sabine  Pass,  Dece»ih>.r  1, 1883.  ^ 

Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receiptof  jour  commun 
cation  of  November  10  in  reference  to  a  statement  made  by  the  mastOiS 
first  officer,  and  second  steward  of  the  Sir  WiUiam  Ped  in  a  protes 
made  by  them  and  communicated  by  Lord  Lyons  to  the  State  Depart 
nient. 

On  the  11th  of  September  1  seized  the  British  steamer  Sir  WiUiai^ 
Pcd  off  the  coast  of  Texas,  where  she  had  been  landing  a  portion  < 
her  cargo,  contraband  of  war,  and  was  receiving  Confederate  cott( 
from  Confederate  agents  at  Brownsville. 

The  ship  was  taken  possession  of  by  Acting  Ensign  George  B.  Stepb< 
enson.  Master's  Mate  John  Dennett,  and  Sergeant  Mackie,  of  thi 
marine  guard,  with  13  of  hia  guard  and  15  men  from  this  shit),  \h 
seamen  composing  the  boat's  crews  who  were  alongside  of  the  led.    . 

.\3  soon  as  1  saw  my  boats  go  alongside  of  the  Peil  I  went  tbert 
myself  about  11:30  a.  m.,  and  on  searching  the  Sir  William  Ped  ] 
found  sufficient  contraband  of  war  to  justify  the  seieure. 

The  master  of  the  Pevl  at  that  time  was  not  on  board,  but  I  instructs 
his  tirst  officer  to  send  for  him.     A  short  time  after  his  boat  yi 
returning  to  the  Peel.     It  was  about  2  p.  m.  when  be  came  on  boait 

1  then  informed  him  (the  master  of  the  Peel)  upon  what  grounds  I 
had  seized  his  ship  and  enquired  for  his  papers.     He  stated  that  the^ 
were  at  Matamoras.     1  then  told  him  to  send  for  them,  that  he  woukI^ 
have  ample  time  to  obtain  them;  which  he  said  he  would  do,  the  dis-J 
tance  to  Matamoras  being  only  a  ride  of  six  hours  from  the  village  a 
Bagdad,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

The  crew  of  the  Ped,  42  in  number,  were  then,  with  their  chesbL 
and  effects,  sent  to  the  Seminole  \n  my  boats,  and  on  being  put  on  boanO 
all  the  crew  of  the  Seminole  was  withdrawn  from  the  7^/,  except  X 
marines,  under  charge  of  Sergeant  Mackie,  and  8  or  10  firemen,  wh 
were  sent  to  get  the  engines  in  readiness  for  use.     At  no  time  wei 
there  more  than  13  marines  and  15  men  from  this  ship  on  lioard  t 
Pi'd,  and  when  the  men  were  withdmwn,  10  firemen  replaced  then^^^ 
At  about  5  p.  m.  the  transfer  of  the  crew  of  the  Sir  Williavi  P 
wilh  all  their  effects,  to  the  SemivoU  was  completed. 

I  left  the  Ped  at  al>out  5;  30  p.  m.  and  returned  to  my  own  ship. 

1  saw  nothing  at  all  in  the  conduct  of  the  officers,  marines,  seameQj] 
or  firemen  at  all  calcubited  to  excite  such  an  infamous  charge  as  1 
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made  by  the  officers  of  the  Pfel  in  the  protest  reflecting  on  the  officers 
and  men  of  tlii^  ship. 

On  leaving  the  Sir  William  Peel  1  left  the  ship  in  charge  of  Acting 
Ensign  George  B.  Stephenson,  with  Aeting  Ensign  M.  H.  Kariowslu 
and  Aeting  Mas^ter's  Mate  John  Dennett,  to  assist  in  keeping  tin  eye 
on  everything  on  boaixi  and  that  a  regular  watch  might  be  kept  on  the 
vessel  during  the  night. 

The  senior  engineer,  Mr.  [Claude]  Babcock,  was  also  on  board,  in 
charge  of  the  Itremen,  making  preparations  for  wtarting  the  ship  next 
day. 

About  *>  oV^lotk  the  next  morning  (on  the  12th  September)  1  returned 
to  the  P''el  to  see  the  progress  that  had  been  made  m  getting  her  ready 
tt)  sail  and  found  my  men  engaged  shipping  the  propeller,  which  took 
Homi'  time.     In  all  other  respects  the  ship  was  ready. 

I  found  all  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Seminole  which  were  oa 
board  the  Peel  perfectly  themselves  and  no  sign  of  any  such  conduct 
as  the  protest  represents.  I  saw  and  conversed  with  the  officers  in 
relation  to  the  duties  of  the  night. 

The  conduct  of  John  Maloney,  one  of  the  firemen,  for  drunkenness 
and  insolence  to  bis  superior,  on  the  SirWiUiam  Peel,  and  of  Joseph 
Cooper,  marine,  also  for  drunkenness,  was  brought  to  my  notice  and 
both  men  were  sent  on  board  the  Se/ninoU  and  there  confined  in  irons 
for  their  offenses. 

About  J  a.  m.,  the  master  of  the  Peel  came  on  deck  and  stated  that 
during  the  night  there  bad  been  drunkenness  and  disturbance  on  boai-d 
the  ship,  occasioned  by  the  officers  and  men  who  were  in  charge.  I 
told  him  that  there  could  have  been  but  little  drunkenness,  as  every 
precaution  had  been  taken  to  prevent  it. 

Sentinels  had  been  placed  wherever  he  had  informed  me  there  was 
liquor,  and  what  drunRenness  had  taken  place  among  my  men  was  the 
consequence  of  his  steward's  having  given  liquor  to  them  during  the 
night,  but  that  I  wished  him  to  pomt  out  to  me  any  of  the  men  who 
had  been  noisy  or  created  a  disturbance,  or  any  officer  who  had  not 
behaved  himself  and  that  the  offense  should  be  noticed.  He  said,  "No; 
that  he  could  nut  do  so;  that  he  had  not  left  his  room  during  the  night 
and  that  it  was  only  the  noise  he  had  heard." 

The  officer's  and  hremen  continued  all  that  day  (lath  September)  until 
about  5  p.  m.  at  work  on  board  the  Peel.  The  work  bemg  then  com- 
pleted, stit'  was  started  for  New  Orleans  in  charge  of  the  piize  officer. 

As  regards  that  part  of  the  protest  relating  to  me  personally,  1  have 
only  to  pronounce  it  maliciously  and  unequivocallv  false,  and  in  the 
statements  of  officers  who  were  left  in  charge  during  the  time  I  was 
not  on  the  Peel,  and  while  I  was  on  board,  yon  will  hnd  a  continuous 
refutation  of  the  malicious  misstatement  of  the  protest, 

I  have  thought  it  best  that  the  officers  who  were  in  charge  while  1 
waa  not  aboai'd  the  /M-  should  each  forward  to  you  a  statement,  as  it 
will  place  before  the  Department  the  whole  chain  of  events  from  the 
time  the  ship  was  seized  until  she  sailed  for  New  Orleans. 

There  was  nothing  more  that  came  under  my  notice,  and  I  attributed 
the  report  of  the  muster  of  the  Peel  about  the  behavior  of  my  officei-s 
and  men,  as  I  do  the  protest,  to  the  bad  spirit  of  a  person  detected  in 
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a  wrong,  wishing  to  embroil  others  that  he  may  escape  the  punish- 
ment for  his  transgressions  in  striving  to  malign  chamcter. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Rolando, 
C(minutnde)\  U.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary^  Washington^  D.  C. 

[Note. — Reports  of  Acting  Ensign  George  B.  Stephenson,  Actinff 
Master's  Mate  John  Dennett,  Orderly  Sergeant  Jonn  Mackie,  and 
Surgeon  C'harles  Martin  are  omitted,  as  they  repeat  the  substance  of 
the  loregoing  report  of  Commander  Rolando. — Compilek.] 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  condition  of  priie. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensaoola, 
Neic  Orhans^  Janimry  27^  186 j^. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  passage 
of  the  prize  steamer  Sir  William  Peel  from  Matamoras  to  this  place 
her  machinery  was  damaged  through  tlie  incompetency^  of  our 
engineers. 

As  the  case  of  the  Sir  William  J^eel  was  one  of  great  delicacy,  and 
her  condemnation  seemed  to  })e  very  doubtful,  1  felt  it  to  !)e  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  place  her  in  the  same  condition  she  was  when 
seized  b}'  the  United  States.  I  accordingly  directed  the  necessary 
repairs  to  be  made,  and  have  tiled  a  bill  of  reclamations  in  the  United 
States  disti'ict  court  upon  the  ship  and  cargo  of  the  exi>cnses  therein 
incurred,  and  which  have  been  paid  by  the  paymaster  of  the  fleet  upon 
my  order.  I  enclose  herewith  a  communication  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject from  the  fleet  engineer,  marked  No.  1,  and  a  })iil  of  the  expenses 
mcurred,  marked  No.  2. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  II.  Bell, 

Commodifre, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  ^ 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  J),  C, 

[Enckisiiro.] 

FLAGSHir  Pensacola, 
Off  New  Orleans^  Noveinher  2J!f,^  1863, 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  yowT  instructions  to  examine  into  the  condition 
of  the  English  prize  steamer  Sir  William  Peel^  lately  captured,  I  have 
to  report  that  she  was  brought  into  this  port  in  a  sinking  condition, 
requiring  the  steam  pumps  to  be  kept  going  day  and  night  until  a 
dock  was  put  under  her  stern,  and  upon  exammation  it  was  discovered 
that  the  propeller  had  been  lowerea  while  the  shaft  clutch  to  receive 
it  was  in  a  wrong  position,  requiring  the  propeller  to  be  forced  to  its 

|>lace.  This  resulted  disastrously  to  the  cteadwood  on  shaft  casing  or 
)earing  by  throwing  it  out  of  line  as  soon  as  the  engines  were  put  in 
motion,  and  in  other  respects  damaging  that  part  of  the  ship,  which 
resulted  in  the  leak  referred  to. 

It  was  also  discovered  that  all  the  furnaces  in  one  boiler  and  150 
tubes  in  another  had  been  seriously  injured  by  our  engineers  allowing 
the  water  to  get  too  low. 
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It  was  also  discovered  that  some  of  the  pipes  had  been  broken  and 
the  joints  of  others  blown  out,  results  arising  from  the  inexperience 
and  a  want  of  knowledge  on  the  part  of  our  engineers  of  the  various 
cocks  and  valves  about  the  machinery  (the  English  engineers  belong- 
ing to  the  ship  declining  to  give  any  information). 

In  obedience  to  and  in  carrying  out  your  order  to  make  good  the 
damages,  William  Golding,  esq.,  engineer  and  machinist,  was  employed 
and  [by]  an  expense  of  $5,782.45  (bills  for  which  I  have  examined  and 
found  correct)  the  damages  were  made  good. 

I  enclose  Mr.  Winter's  letter  of  November  21;  reports  all  satis- 
factory after  a  trial  of  engines  and  boilers. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  H.  Shock, 
Fleet  Engineer^  West  Ovlf  Blockading  Sqiiadraiu 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

CinnniandmgWest  Gvlf  Blockading  Squadrmu 

Flagship  Pensa^ola^  New  Orl^^ans. 


Letter  of  Higor-Oeneral  Hagmder,  G.  8.  Army,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  traxumit- 
ting  captured  letter  from  the  commanding  officer  of  tiie  Seminole. 

Headquarters  District  Texas, 

New  Mexico,  and  Arizona, 

Homton,  Octoher  17,  1S63, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  for  your  information  a  letter  from 
Captain  Rolando,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Semimjle.  to  Mr.  (j.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary  U.  S.  Navy.  This  letter  was  in  the  mail  bag  of 
the  SendnoU^  which,  with  that  of  the  Cayuga^  were  intrusted  to  the 
captain  of  the  blockade  runner,  who  deceived  the  Federals  into  the 
belief  that  he  was  bound  for  New  Orleans,  and,  on  leaving  them  at 
Sabine  Pass,  ran  into  Calcasieu,  and  delivered  the  mails  to  an  officer 
there;  who  transmitted  them  to  these  headquarters.  The  original  has 
been  sent  to  Mr.  Mason,  in  London,  for  publication,  one  copy  to  the 
British  admiral  commanding  the  Gulf,  and  one  to  the  Mexican  author- 
ities at  the  Kio  Grande. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Bankhead  Magruder, 

Major-  General^  Commanding, 
lion.  S.  K.  Mallory, 

Seci*etanj  Navy. 

[Knclosiire.] 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 
Sahine  Pass^  Octoher  3,  1863, 

My  Dear  Fox:  1  am  sorry  that  I  have  been  ordered  b}-  the  com- 
modore to  blockade  off  this  place,  as  I  felt  1  could  have  been  of  more 
service  at  the  Kio  Grande,  where  I  had  seized  the  Sir  William  Peel  on 
the  nth  of  September. 

I  could  not  stand  the  hocus-pocus  of  those  Englishmen  there;  they 
were  in  open  daylight  landing  cargoes  of  contraband,  with  the  con- 
nivance of  the  Mexicans,  and  sending  into  Texas  everything  they 
could  which  would  aid  the  rebellion.  I  knew  it,  but  could  not  detect 
the  act;  consequently  had  to  keep  quiet  until  I  had  suflScient  grounds 
for  making  the  seizure  I  did. 
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The  Sir  William  Ped  is  about  340  feet  lon^on  deck,  and  has  splen- 
did en^nes,  all  below  the  water  line,  and  built  for  a  man-of-war,  iron 
stanchions  and  knees  fore  and  aft  on  her  main  deck,  and  could  be  con- 
verted into  a  privateer  on  very  short  notice. 

I  expected  to  find  guns  on  board,  but  did  not,  with  the  exception  of 
two  iron  18-pound  guns.  Of  contraband  articles  I  found  about  150 
axles  for  gun  carriages,  and  two  casks  of  iron  rings  for  artillery 
harness. 

The  vessel  is  perfectly  ventilated  with  air  ports,  and  would  be  com- 
fortable for  a  crew  of  400  men.  She  will  make  us  a  splendid  single- 
decked  sloop,  with  pivot  guns,  razee  the  spar  deck. 

No  one  knows,  who  has  not  been  to  the  Rio  Grande,  the  immense 
value  that  river  is  to  the  Southern  Confederacy.  Steamers  are  con- 
stantly landing  cargoes — contraband — which  go  to  Texas  in  the  small 
steamers  and  barges,  which  are  towed  up  the  river  and  landed;  on 
returning,  bringing  cargoes  of  Confederate  cotton — just  as  bad  as  con- 
traband, as  it  buvs  the  arms  and  munitions  of  war. 

When  I  took  the  Peel  she  had  steam  up,  and  I  thought  she  was  going 
to  run  for  it;  so  I  took  her  at  anchor,  which  I  would  have  not  preferreo, 
as  1  feared  the  Englishman  would  cry  out  "  neutrality, '"  as  he  did;  but 
I  informed  him  that  he  was  in  error;  that  I  had  the  advantage;  he  was 
on  my  side  of  the  line;  he  was  quite  near  the  line,  but  a  little  to  the 
northward. 

I  did  not  take  any  bearings  myself  of  the  position,  as  my  instructions 
to  the  master  are  general,  that  *'he  should  alwa^-s  take  bearings  when 
we  stopped  near  the  land."  He  did  so  while  I  was  on  !)oaid  the  /W, 
as  I  saized  her  mvself,  and  the  dav  after  the  seizure  I  found  that  in 
the  log  was  noted  the  bearing  of  the  river  Rio  Omnde,  W.  by  S.,  at  the 
time  of  the  seizure,  which  puts  us  a  little  in  American  waters. 

I  am  glad  it  was  done  by  the  master,  as  I  felt  some  delicacy  about  a 
[H^int  of  so  much  interest  personally. 

It  galled  me  to  have  a  scoundrel  of  an  Englishman  crying  out^'iteu- 
trality,"  when  ho  knew  as  well  as  I  did  that  he  had  b(»on  trafficking  in 
the  bl'jod  of  my  countrymen  and  making  money  out  of  o»ir  misfortunes; 
that  h(»  had  landed  arms  and  (contraband  of  everv  kind  })efore  my 
arrival  (1  was  only  ten  days  at  the  Rio  Grande),  ancl  had  started  with 
the  intention  of  being  a  privateer,  and  had  so  boasted  in  Matamoras, 
is  well  known;  but  the  miserable  Mexicans  who  are  helping  the  trade 
will  yet  no  doubt  sustain  a  claim  of  neutralitv,  which  they  themselves 
are  violating;  for  the  Hawk'i)is^  the  Celt^  Ldhiaii^  and  Peel  had  all 
discharged  their  cargoes,  which  were  contraband,  and  forwarded  to 
Texas  b}-  Mexican  authorities  in  the  custom-house. 

When  it  is  so  ])alpable  to  any  one  of  our  statesmen  that  Mexicans 
are  hourly,  through  the  custom-house  at  the  Rio  Grande,  violating 
their  neutrality  b>'  assisting  and  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy, 
I  think  it  devilish  hard  that  any  plea  for  the  observance  of  a  neutral- 
itv, which  thev  don't  observe  themselves,  should  be  listened  to  bvoiir 
Government,  and  I  hope  Mr.  Seward  will  remind  them  of  what  they 
are  now  doing,  and  have  done  in  the  way  of  violating  neutrality,  by 
sending  to  Texas  contraband  cargoes  through  the  Rio  Grande;  it  is  so 
easv,  as  the  river  at  its  mouth  is  about  300  yards  wide,  with  4  feet 
water  on  the  bar,  and  grows  narrower  as  you  go  up. 

I  think  the  Government  should  sustain  my  course  without  listening 
to  any  plea  of  neutrality  from  either  English  or  Mexicans. 
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The  ship  will  condemn  herself,  for  you  know  her  cargo,  from  infor- 
mation from  abroad,  and  what  she  must  have  landed,  the  Mexicans 
are  themselves  violating  neutrality,  as  it  is  the  duty  of  a  neutral  to 
show  favor  to  neither  side,  but  be  an  honest  friend  to  both  belligerents. 

1  can  take  good  care  of  my  position  when  the  fight  comes  on  neu- 
trality, as  the  course  1  have  taken  is  fully  sustained  oy  my  oflScers  and 
the  master  who  placed  the  ship  by  bearings  in  our  own  waters^  so  you 
see  my  reckoning  is  all  right  and  I  can  reout  the  English  version. 

You  saw  from  that  English  Captain  Hood's  dispatch  how  the  drift 
would  be.  The  damned  puppy,  I  wonder  if  he  recollected  how  his 
consul,  Mr.  Bunch,  and  some  of  his  brother  officers,  raised  the  blockade 
off  Charleston  by  an  imaginary  line  of  horizon.  I  suppose  the  bound- 
ary of  Texas  and  Mexico  is  one  and  the  same  to  him;  but  I  have  one 
of  Blunt's  compasses,  which  gives  a  blunter  line  than  theirs. 

I  hope  Mr.  Seward  will  assume  a  higher  law  if  the  case  comes  before 
him,  as  Mexico  and  England  are  violating  neutrality  themselves,  and 
what  is  meted  out  by  them  to  us  they  should  be  made  to  feel  in  a 
similar  wav. 

There  is  not  enough  doing  here  to  keep  one  alive;  I  have  been  here 
about  two  weeks  and  have  not  seen  anything  but  what  is  in  Sabine 
Pass,  which  the  rebels  are  fortifying  and  piling  across  the  channel. 

I  do  not  anticipate  anything  in  the  way  of  a  fight  here,  unless  the 
CVtfUm^  Scu'heni^  and  the  cotton  boats  in  the  pass  come  out  and  make 
one. 

The  Clifton  is  in  working  order.  I  can't  get  near  them,  as  there  is 
onlv  7  feet  water  at  the  entrance  of  the  pass. 

"f  he  ami}'  will  attack,  1  suppose,  from  some  other  point,  the  pass, 
as  it  is  stronger  now  than  ever. 

I  trust,  my  dear  Fox,  you  will  drop  me  a  line  and  tell  me  how  the  course 
I  have  pursued,  as  regards  the  Peel,,  is  appreciated  by  the  Department; 
for  I  am  leallv  quite  anxious  at  the  responsibilit}'^  I  have  assumed, 
particularly  when  I  think  of  Hunter,  who  1  have  understood  was 
charged  with  violating  neutralit3\  The  Englishmen  will  do  any 
amount  of  swearing,  and  the  Mexicans  likewise,  from  complicity. 

My  consciousness  of  having  acted  to  the  best  of  my  ability  lor  the 
interest  of  iny  country  and  its  cause,  the  belief  that  the  Peel  was  in 
American  waters,  and  the  corroborating  testimony  of  the  master 
and  log  hook,  are  the  comforts  I  have  in  my  anxiety  and  on  which  I 
rest  ni  v  defense. 

Drop  me  a  line  soon,  and  heTK^ve  me,  your  friend, 

HeNKY    ROLANIX). 


Rejyrrt  of  Coiniinulnre    Bell^  U,   S.   Navy,,  transmitttng   mfoTDtation 

vr^jardiiuj  i/elhnr  fi-rt^'  on  Ih  S,  S,  Colorado, 

U.  S.  Stkam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
JWfr  Orleanx,,  September  IS^  1863, 

Sir:  Please  receive  herewith  my   latest  reports  from  the  frigate 
Colorado  off  Mobile  Har.     From  them  and  my  report  No.  27  you  will 
i)e  in  })ossession  of  all  the  official  information  I  have  about  the  sick- 
ness on  board  of  her.     I  understand  verbally  that  Captain  Golds  bo 
rough  does  not  allow  anyone  to  sleep  below  the  gun  deck,  and  that 
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the  disorder  has  been  checked.     The  dispatch  No.  1,  of  Acting'  Ensign 
Dyer,  contirms  this. 
No.  2  is  the  latest  report  of  Surgeon  Miller. 
No.  3  the  latest  from  Captain  Goldsborough. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  rest  of  the  squadron  off  Mobile  Bar,  at 
this  city,  ana  off  Texas  continue  in  good  health. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Coindg,  West  GuJ^  BlfK-kadlng  Sqwidron  pro  tern, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secreta'ry  of  the  Navij^  Wa-s/tim/ton, 

[Enclosiire8 — ^Telegram.] 

Fort  Pike, 
^"ew  Orlean^^  September*  11^  1863. 

The  steamer  Eugenie  is  at  Fort  Pike  delayed  by  an  order  from 
Provost-Marshal  Kilborn,  having  on  board  a  bearer  of  dispatches  who 
[was]  also  commissioned  by  Captain  (joldsborough  to  procure  provi- 
sions for  the  fleet,  not  being  allowed  to  procure  them  at  Pensacola. 
There  has  not  been  any  fever  among  the  Mobile  fleet  except  on  the 
Colimidfj^  and  she  has  l)een  quanintined  for  the  ten  days,  and  there  have 
been  no  new  cases  or  deaths  for  the  past  seven  days  on  her.  Shall 
we  return  to  Mobile,  or  will  you  procure  permission  for  us  to  proceed? 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  M.  Dyer, 
Acting  Ensign^  Comrtuindlng  U,  S.  S.  Eugenu\ 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  WfM  Gulf  lil'Ockading  Squadron. 


U.  S.  Steam  FmoATE  Colorado, 

Of  Mobile,  Septemhtr  o,  1S63. 

Commodore:  I  enclose  another  letter  I  have  received  from  the  sur- 
geon of  this  ship,  relativ(»  to  the  distressing  malignant  fever  that  has 
made  its  appearance?  on  board. 

1  wish  1  could  report  our  sick  as  improving,  but  I  am  fearful  the 
disease  has  obtiiined  too  j^reat  headway  to  be  checked  in  this  climate. 

Since  my  conununication  of  the  1st  instant  three  more  cases  have 
proved  fatal,  and  many  others  threaten  a  like  termination.  Our  last 
cases  are  more  aggraviited  and  more  sudden  in  their  charact(M\ 

Your    comnmnications    to    ConmuKlon*    Smith    were    forwarded 

immediately. 

Coal  and  provisions  will  !)e  very  much  wanted  at  Ship  Island.  I 
took  the  responsibility  of  ordering  the  brig  Entvrjn'ist'  with  coal  to 
Ship  Island,  which  I  hope  vou  will  approve  of,  notwithstanding  Com- 
modore Smith  had  directed  her  to  return  to  Pensacola. 

I  do  not  think  it  advisa})le  for  our  vessels  to  go  to  Pensjicola  for 
coal,  since  a  (juarantine  has  been  established  at  that  place.  The  sur- 
geon of  the  yard  thought  it  imprudent  for  even  the  Eugenie  to  i.'o\\\ 
there,  and  I  now  learn  that  the  health  otticer  will  not  allow  any  vessel 
to  go  alK)ve  Fort  Pickens. 

Dr.  Miller,  surgeon  of  this  ship,  has  been  detached  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  with  permission  to  return  North.     I  regret  this  exceed- 
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ikjigly,  particularly  at  this  time,  and  hope  that  you  will  supply  his 
>lace  as  early  as  practicable. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  GOLDSBOKOUGH, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Squadron. 

[Subenclosure.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Afobile,  September  4,  1S63. 

Sir:  On  the  Isi  instant  I  addressed  a  letter  to  you  on  the  subject  of 
a  malignant  fever  which  had  made  its  appearance  in  this  ship.  I  now 
deem  it  m}'^  duty  to  state  further  that  this  disease  is  undoubtedly  yel- 
low fever  in  its  worst  form.  Another  case  of  death  has  occurred  since 
the  1st  instant,  and  two  more  are  near,  all  exhibiting  a  most  malignant 
character. 

In  the  absence  of  even  a  suspicion  that  this  disease  was  communi- 
cated, it  is  natural  to  infer  that  it  has  its  origin  and  support  in  the 
atmosphere  of  the  vessel.  All  experience  of  yellow  fever  teaches  us 
that  its  progress  can  not  be  stayed  except  by  a  change  of  season  or 
climate.  I  tnerefore  unhesitatingly  advise  you  to  carry  the  Colorado 
North  as  soon  as  practicable. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  Miller, 

Surgeon. 
Captain  John  R.  Goldsborough, 

Comdg.  Div.  West  Gulf  Blkdg.  Squad,  ^  17.  S.  S.  Colorado. 


9 
I 
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Opei'atl(m.H  in  ML^sissijypi  Sound,  Septeinbei*  12-13^  1863. 

Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  XT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Genesee,  regarding  the 

burning  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Fanny,  formerly  Fox. 

U.  S.  S.  Genesee, 
Off  Pascagoula^  September  IS.,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  on  Frida^^  the  11th  instant,  in  obedience 
to  orders  from  Captain  Goldsborough,  I  proceeded  with  this  vessel  off 
Mobile  for  duty  as  a  blockader,  but  on  my  showing  him  your  commu- 
nication with  regard  to  a  rebel  armed  sloop,  he  ordered  me  back  into 
the  sound,  which  I  entered  h}^  Horn  Island  Pass,  in  order  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  Jackson  and  Calhmin. 

Shortly  afterwards  a  steamer  was  discovered  heading  for  Pascagoula, 
when  this  vessel,  together  with  the  Jackson  and  CaUurun^  gave  chase 
and  pressed  her  so  bard  that  her  captain  and  crew  set  her  on  fire  and 
escaped  to  the  shore,  losing  (^ven  their  clothing. 

The  vessel  was  burned  to  the  water's  edge;  not  a  particle  of  her 
cargo  was  saved,  in  consequence  of  the  rapid  progress  of  the  confla- 
gration, and  her  engine  is  destroyed  and  rendered  totally  useless  by 
the  intense  heat. 

I  afterwards  sent  a  Bag  of  truce  on  shore,  in  charge  of  Acting 
Ensign  Charles  H.  Baxter,  who  was  informed  by  the  rebel  officer  and 
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some  of  the  crew  of  the  steamer  that  it  was  the  Fanny ^  formerly  the 
JFhx^  captured  some  time  ago  at  the  Balize. 
The  vessel  had  come  from  Havana  with  an  assorted  cargo. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  li.  Macomb, 
C(ymm.andet\  Senitfr  Officer, 
Commodore  Henry  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Westeifi  GulfSq^iad,^  Flay  ship  Ptnuacol^a,,  Neip  Orleans. 


Report  of  Oommodore  BoU,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  bnrning  of  the  steamer  Fanny,  for- 
merly Fox,  and  capture  of  blockade  runner  Alabama. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Netn  Orleans^  September  15,,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Depaiiment  that  on  the  12th 
instant  the  steamer  For^  which  was  captured  by  the  rebels  in  April 
last,  was  chased  into  Mississippi  Sound  and  burned. 

At  the  same  time  another  blockade  runner  called  Alabam<x.,  one  of 
the  river  boats  from  Mobile,  was  chased  into  Chandeleur  Islands  and 
captured. 

On  shore  they  have  been  deluded  into  the  belief  that  the  vessel  cap- 
tured is  the  privateer  Alabama^  and  she  may  be  so  pu})liciy  announced. 
1  have  the  honor  to  l)e,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Comdij.  Went  (rulf  lilochtding  Squadro)i pro  tent. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,,  Wanhhigttm. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  XT.  8.  8.  Genesee,  regarding  an 

attack  upon  Oonfederate  batteries  oif  Grant's  Pass. 

U.  S.  S.  (tENESEE, 

Shij)  /sla7id^  S]>tr)nhrr  15^  186^'i, 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  l'2th  instant  this  ship, 
together  with  ih^  JackHonwcidi  Calhoun^  went  up  within  easy  rifle  range 
of  Grant's  Pass  and  fired  at  the  battery,  a  gun!)oat,  and  a  transport, 
causing  the  gunlK)at  and  transport  to  shift  their  berths,  and  hitting 
the  middle  of  the  island  many  times,  silencing  the  buttery  on  the 
island. 
Number  of  shell  fired  by  this  vessel,  74. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  H.  Macomh. 
Com  Ni  a7i  dlru/^  St  n  ntr  Officer, 
Commodore  H.  H.  BELii, 

Commanding  Western  G id f  Squadron^  Nine  Orleans, 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Oommander  Bigelow,  U.  8.  Navy,   commanding  XT.  8.  8.  Calhoun, 
regarding  an  attack  upon  Oonfederate  batteries  at  Grant*!  Pan. 

V,  S.  S.  CAf.iiorN, 
Off  Grant' H  Pass,  Septnnhn'  A/,  1S(U, 

Sir:  On  this  instant  I  arrived  at  this  [miss  at  10:4(>a.  in.  within  range, 
and  assisted  in  the  engagem«»nt. 


We  fired  +8  shells  from  the  3(i-pounder  Sawyer  and  30-pounder 
Parrott. 

I  estimated  the  range  to  be  5,200  yards,  aod  the  practice  proved 
effective. 

The  Calhoun  is  so  ci-ank  that  I  was  unable  to  ascertain  the  exact 
elevation,  but  it  was  between  25  and  30  degrfes. 

We  struck  the  battery  eight  times,  drove  the  steamer  Jtff  Davis  from 
her  iiiichorage;  and  silenced  the  battery  at  2:20  p.  m.     In  obedience 
to  signal  I  proceeded  to  Ship  Island  to  repair  two  leaks  in  the  Iroilera, 
Respectfully, 

Geo.  a.  Bigelow, 
Lieutenant-Commander,  C 
W.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commander.  Senior  Ojffirer,  Mi«ni«>fifipi  Sound. 


JoL 


Abitract  log  of  the  U.  B,  B.  Oeneiee,  Commtnder  Uaeomb,  IT.  B.  Navy,  oomnundini. 

SepfendiT  IS. — At  1  [).  ni.  Fort  Morgan  bore  N.  E.,  Sand  Island 
light  N.  E.  by  N.  k  N.  At  3:3i)  ehtered  Horn  Island  Pass.  Saw  the 
Jack^im  and  Calhoun  at  anchor  to  the  eastward  of  Pascagoula;  steered 
for  them.  At  4:  IS  p.  m.  signaled  to  the  Jdckmn  and  Calhoun;  the 
commanders  of  the  vessels  came  on  board.  At  5  p.  m,  saw  a  steamer 
burning  blat'lt  smoke  near  Pascagoula;  proceeded  in  cha.ie  of  said 
steamer.  From  (!  to  8  p.  m.,  calm  and  pleasant.  We,  with  the  Jack- 
HOn  and  Caffioun,  having  the  steamer.  At  K:45  anchored,  The  Jack- 
noil  and  Callioun  going  near  the  town  of  Pa.scagoula.  At  7  discovered 
the  steamer  on  lire  near  Pascagoula  wharf.  Saw  some  soldiers  on 
shore  and  some  men  landing  from  the  steamer.  At  7  ordered  the 
Jacknon  to  fire.  The  Jackson  fired  3  shells  and  we  3,  but  seeing  women 
and  children  on  the  beach  ceased  tiring.  At  7:50  sent  a  boat  to  the 
t/a<;^«(»i  to  ascertain  the  state  of  affairs.  At  9:50  p.  m.  manned  and 
armed  the  first  cutter  and  sent  her  in  to  the  wreck,  m  charge  of  Ensign  . 
Baxter,  as  picket  boat.     The  wreck  still  burning. 

Septeiiiher  1-3. — From  12  to  4  a.  m.  the  steamer  ashore  still  burning. 
At  5  a.  m.  the  Jackmm  got  underway  and  communicated  with  us.  At 
6  the  first  cutter  returned,  having  been  on  picket  duty  ail  night.  Mr. 
Baxter  ascertained  that  the  burnuig  steamer  was  the  Fanny  (formerly 
the  Fox),  from  Havana,  with  a  general  cargo;  she  was  burned  to  pre- 
vent her  falling  into  our  hands.  At  6: 30  got  underway  and  proceeded 
to  Grant's  Pass.  At  9: 30  a.  m.  saw  the  rebel  Imttery  at  Grant's  Pass,  the 
rebel  gunboat,  and  several  steam  transports.  At  10  placed  the  vessel 
in  position  for  tiring,  we  having  one  anchor  out  forward  and  one  out 
astern.  We.  together  witli  the  Jackson  and  Calhoun,  opened  fire  on 
the  battery  and  gunboat.  We  compellexi  the  gunboat  to  go  under 
shelter  of  the  fort.  We  tired  29  shells  and  the  rebels  responded  from 
their  fort,  but  all  their  shots  fell  short.  At  1:40  p.  m.  we  opened  fire 
on  the  rebel  works  in  company  with  the  Jackson  and  Calhoun.  At 
3:30  p.  m.  ceased  firing,  having  fired  41  shells  from  the  Parrott.  At 
3:45  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the  [Mississippi]  Sound  toward 
Ship  Island.  Calhmn  and  Jackmn  m  company.  At  6:30  came  to 
anchor  off  the  east  end  of  Horn  Island.  Fired  3  5-aecond  shell  from 
the  IX-inch  guu  and  1  15-second;  also  1  15-second  from  the  after 
pivot. 


September  1^. — At  12:45  p.  m.  weighed  and  started  for  Ship  Island.^ 
At  3:15  saw  three  sailboats  dose  in  LndiT  the  mainland;  steered  for^ 
them.  At  3:30  came  to  anchor,  sent  the  first  and  third  cutters  ia  | 
charge  of  Acting  Ensign  C.  H.  Baxter  and  Ac^ting  Master's  Mate  E.  W-  i 
Halcro  after  the  sailboats.  A  person  came  on  board  from  a  small  ' 
dingey,  having  left  Mobile  on  Friday.  At  7  p.  m,  the  toats  returned, 
having  succeeded  in  capturing  a  boat  with  two  men  fruin  Mobile.  At 
7:30  proceeded  toward  Ship  Island.     At  10  came  to  off  Ship  Island. 

Septemhe]'  I''/. — From  K  to  1'2:   Proceeded  towai-d  Biloxi,  going  in 
as  close  as  possible.     We  anchored  in  lOi  fathoms  water.     Saw  some 
boats  ashore.     At   11:4.5  the   first,  second,  and   third   cuttei-s   were 
sent  inshore  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  C.  M.  Marchant,  to  capture 
or  destroy  them.     At  4:30  p.  m,  the  lioats  returned,  having  been  fired  . 
upon  by  a  number  of  soldiers.     The  boats  responded  to  tinng  briskly.  J 
No  one  in  the  boats  was  hurt.     At  5  opened  upon  the  house  froniil 
which  the  boatN  wei-e  fired  upon,  with  our  IDO-pounder  Parrott  audi] 
fired  6  shell.     At  7:30  came  to  anchor  off  Ship  Island. 


Abstnct  lag  of  UiB  U.  B 

September  !S,  JS63.~At  (l:3u  p.  ni.  anchored  off  Pelican  Inlet. 

Sifptember  IS. — At  H  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  amongst  the  deet.  At 
10:15  a  boat  came  aloni^side  with  dispatches  for  us  to  take  to  the  , 
CuUmido.  Hove  up  anchor  and  proceeded  forthwith.  At  11:45  Mr, 
Newell  went  on  board  in  the  second  cutter.  At  13  o'clock  returnee 
with  orders  for  the  Ldrktin'miini.  Three  steamei-s  engaged  in  shelling 
a  rebel  battery  near  Dauphin  Island.  At  1  p.  m.  hove  up  anchor  and 
i-an  down  astern  the  L'lckawiniM.  came  to  anchor,  broke  part  of  wind- 
lass gear,  took  dispatches  on  board  the  Lackaicanna,  and  returned,' 
The  tnree  gunboats  still  engaged  with  the  battery. 


e  cirgoea  of  the  blookmda 


Mobile.  Ala.,  iSeptnnihtr  W,  1863. 

Mt  Dear  Genekal:  1  have  not  been  able  to  report  anything  o 
special  interest  to  you  since  vou  left  here.     My  scouts  report  nomoTO^ 
ment  of  troops  al>ont  New  Orleans  except  down  the  river.     As  tbej*l 
have  not  come  here,  nor  to  any  points  under  observation  in   this  T 
vicinity,  I  think  it  not  unlikely  that  large  forces  are  beng  .sent  to  j 
Texas,  as  the  Yankees  now  say  is  being  done.     •     •     •  J 

We  lost  a  fine  cargo  of  Government  supplies  in  the  Fanny.     She 
was  chased  into  Pascagoula  the  other  day  and  burned.     She  reports  f 
having  seen  the  AUihtima  chased  by  a  gunboat.     The  cargo  or  the 
Alabama  was  still  more  valuable  tfian  that  of  the  Fanny.     The  twO  J 
boab^  dei)osited  in  Havana  460  Imlea  of  cotton,  which  was  sold  at  86  * 
cent<4.     They  may  be  regarded  as  the  last  of  the  blockade  runners,  ai 
they  were  the  Ijest  of  them.     •     *     • 

Dabney  II.  Maubt, 

MajijT-  (fefiieral. 

iri'iifr»\  .UiHv.ni   K.  -Iuhnstdn, 
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Letter  froin  Commodore  BeU^  U,  S.  Navy^  to  the  light-house  superin- 
tendent^ Head  of  the  Passes^  regarding  tlie  removal  of  a  keeper  for 
suspicions  conduct. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
Off  New  Orleans,  September  U,  186S. 

Sir:  1  am  officially  informed  by  Lieutenant-Commander  W.  K. 
Mayo,  commanding  the  gunboat  Kanawha^  at  Ship  Island,  that  ''This 
morning  (12th)  a  strange  steamer  was  observed  at  anchor  near  to  the 
light-house  at  Chandeleur  Island.  The  distance  and  peculiar  atmos- 
phere did  not  enable  us  to  have  a  very  good  view  of  her,  but  I  was 
satisfied  that  all  was  not  right  with  her  and  the  light-house  keeper 
there.  For  whilst  the  steamer  had  no  flag  flying,  a  nag  was  displayed 
on  the  light-house  keeper's  windows,"  etc.  This  proved  to  be  a 
Southern  river  steamboat  altered  to  run  the  blockade,  etc.,  and  was 
finally  chased  away  by  some  of  our  cruisers. 

Please  have  another  keeper  appointed  without  delay,  as  the  conduct 

of  the  present  keeper  must  be  enquired  into,  and  be  good  enough  to 

let  the  commanding  naval  officer  at  Ship  Island  know  when  you  are 

ready  to  make  the  change,  in  order  that  he  may  proceed  in  tnis  case. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Ciymmodore^  Coimndy.  West  GuJf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern, 

M.  F.  BONZANO,  Esq., 

Liglit-HouAe  En(/ineer  and  Svpef*intendent, 

llead  of  the  Frisses^  Mississijypi  River, 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U,  S,  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Mayo^  TL  S.  Navy,  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  light-house  keeper 
at  Chandeleur  Island, 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
Off  New  Orleans,  September  i^,  186S, 

Sir:  I  received  your  dispatch  of  the  12th  instant  to-day. 
You  will  please  visit  Chandeleur  Island  and  examine  into  the  affair 
of  the  steamer  and  light-house  keeper,  and  his  ^\showing  a  flag  from 
his  window."  It  may  admit  of  some  explanation,  considering  your 
distance,  and  the  necessity  for  immediate  action  being  apparent  in 
case  then^  was  no  deception. 

I   have  w  ritten  to  Mr.  Bonzano  to  appoint  another  keeper  in  his 
j)la(M\  in  case  j^ou  find  your  suspicions  confirmed. 

The  suspected  man  and  the  proofs  against  him  should  be  placed  in 
tii«»  hands  of  the  provost-marshal  at  this  place. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Coininodoi'v^  C<nnd<j.  TIW  Gulf  Blockading  Squadnm  p^ro  tern, 

Lieutenant-Commandei*  W.  K.  Mayo, 

U,  ^,  Gunboat  Kanawha,  Ship  Island, 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Belly  U.  S.  Ndvy^ 
forwarding  consular  tnformation  regarding  hlockade  runners. 

Navy  Department,  September  Hj  186S, 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  extracts  from  consular  dispatches  contain- 
ing notices  of  suspicious  vessels  and  a  description  of  the  rebel  ram 
%96^  recently  launc^hed  from  Lairds. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

(tideon  Welles, 

Se/yretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commodore  II.  H.  Bell. 

Comdg.  West  (hdf  Blockdg,  Squad7*o)i  pro  tert}^  New  Orleans. 


JReport  of  Captain  GUlis^  U,  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  movements  of 

certain  vesneh, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 
Off  Galvedon^  Tt\v.^  Septetnher  i^,  186S. 

Commodore:  Lieutenant-Commander  Madig^an  will  have  given  you 
information  in  relation  to  affairs  at  Sabine,  i  learn  that  the  Clifton 
and  Sachem  are  not  so  much  injured  as  was  supposed. 
The  BtenvUh'  left  to-night  for  the  Rio  Gmnde,  etc. 
The  Semiuoh  to  proceed  to  Sabine  Pass  without  delay  and  relieve 
the  CircasHta)!^  dispat>ched  there  to  assist  in  blockade  until  arrival  of 
Seminol(\  when  she  (the  C\ircaHsimiS)  will  return  here  for  dispat(*.hes, 
etc.,  or  to  you. 

In  haste,  very  truly,  yours, 

Jno.  p.  Gillis, 
Captain  and  Senior  OMcer^ 
Second  Divi^7i^  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Sqiiadron. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cnndg,  Wfst,  Gvlf  Blockading  Squadron^  New  Orleans. 

We  have  some  men  (service  expired)  and  prisoner  under  sentence 
of  general  court-martial  to  send  home  in  the  Circa-nsJon  on  her  return 
hero 


Ordt^'  of  ComiaodiYi'e.  Bell^  U,  S.  Navy^  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Du  B(f!s^  U,  S,  Nacy^  command i7}g  IL  S.  S,  AUxitro.^^  to  proceed  to 
hlockade  duty  off'  Mmlle. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Neno  Orleann^  September  7^,  1863, 

Sir:  Having  taken  in  the  supplies  for  the  Jackson^  proceed  to  Ship 
Island  and  deliver  them  to  the  senior  oflBcer  present,  then  pro(*eea 
forthwith  to  Mobile  Bar  and  report  to  the  senior  officer  there  for  the 
blockade  service. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Sfjintdron  pro  tein. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Theo.  B.  Du  Bois, 

(\  S,  S,  AlhatrosH, 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bdl^  U,  S.  Navy^ 

referriiig  to  trie  treaty  of  Gvrodalupe  Ilidalgo. 

Navy  Department,  September  i^  1S63. 

Sir:  The  Department  received  your  No.  12,  enclosing  report  of 
Commander  Woolsey  and  copy  of  your  instructions  to  that  officer  in 
reference  to  the  illicit  traders  at  Matamoras  and  the  Mexican  bound- 
ary line. 

The  stipulation  in  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  by  which  the 
boundary  between  the  United  States  was  begun  in  the  Gulf  3  leagues 
from  land,  is  still  in  force.  It  was  intended,  however,  to  regulate 
within  these  limits  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  parties  to  the  instru- 
ment only,  and  does  not  disturb  international  law  as  regards  other 
powers. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  oftlie  Navy. 
CJommodore  Henry  H..Bell, 

Oommanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading 

Squadron  pi'o  tern.   New  Chleans. 


Order  of  Coinniodnre  BelU  U,  S.  Navy.,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Pennington^  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ,  S  S.  J.  1\  Jack^mi,  to 
proceed  to  Braahear  City, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacxjla, 
Neio  Orleans^  September  H^  1S63, 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  in  the  U.  S.  S.  J.  P,  Jackson^ 
under  your  command,  to  Brashear  City,  Berwick  Bay,  for  the  defense 
of  those  waters  and  to  cooperate  with  the  army  in  that  direction. 
Brashear  City  is  open  by  rail  with  New  Orleans. 

Report  your  arrival  by  telegraph  and  make  known  your  wants, 
sending  over  an  officer  if  necessary. 
1  am.  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Conimo(h>re^  Vomdg,  Wed  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  j/ro  tern. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  L.  W.  Pennington, 

U.  S.  S.  John  P.  Jackson. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell^  U,  S,  Navy.,  to  Captain  Goldsborouqh, 
n.  S.  Navy^  enjoining  watchfulness  arfainst  surprise  from  Confed- 
erate rams  at  Mobile, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Neiv  Orleans.,  September  i^,  186S. 

Sir:  I  sent  you  "'extracts  from  consular  dispatches  about  blockade 
runners  and  vessels  fitting  out  in  Enafland  and  Scotland  for  the  rebels." 
Please  turn  these  over  to  your  relief.  You  will  observe  that  they 
should  have  had  ready  for  sea  some  weeks  ago  two  ironclads  turrets 
and  two  rams,  which  were  intended  for  immediate  use  somewhere, 
either  here,  at  Mobile,  or  Charleston.  Look  out  for  them;  your  shiija 
are  as  good  rams  as  they. 
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I  have  information  through  deserters  from  the  Sebna  that  they  have 
five  rams  in  Mobile,  three  of  them  weak.  One,  the  NashmlU^  not 
yet  ready,  and  the  Teim^see^  a  screw  of  6  heavy  guns,  275  feet  long, 
40  feet  beam,  said  to  be  very  efi'ective.  The  NaxhvUle  is  a  side-wheel 
of  the  same  dimensions.  Look  out  for  a  surprise. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Cmndg.  West  Gulf  Blockadivg  Sqvadroa  j^o  hnn. 

Captain  John  R.  Goldsborough, 

U,  jS.  aS*.  Colorado^  Seiiiar  Officer ^  Commanding  off  MohUa  Bar. 


Letter  from.  Cotnmodare  Bell^  U,  S.  Jffairy^  to  Captmn  Gol<hsboroi(gh^ 
U.  aS.  Navy^  senu/r  officer  off  Mobile^  regarding  veMds  fo^r  his  cwn- 
mand, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Neio  Orleans^  Septemher  7^,  186S, 

Sir:  The  Albatross  will  report  to  you  for  blockade  duty;  employ 
her  as  you  deem  best.  The  Gerti'ude  was  Sent  to  you  a  few  days  ago 
for  offshore  cruising. 

The  Albatross  will  take  several  officers  to  your  squadron;  among 
them  is  Lieutenant-Commander  Edward  C.  Grafton,  to  relieve  Com- 
mander Macomb  on  board  of  the  Genesee;  Captiiin  Strong  to  the 
Monongalu'Ia, 

An  expedition  was  sent  against  Sabine  Pass,  in  which  we  had  the 
groat  misfortune  to  lose  the  CllfUm  and  Sacltem. 

The  transiK)rts  being  out  of  water  and  troops  unable  to  land,  returned 
to  this  river. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
(omjitodifrv^  Comdg,  Western  Gulf  BUK'hUj,  Squadron  jyro  tent. 

Captain  John  R.  Goldsborough, 

r.  S,  S,  (yoloradi)^  Senior  Officer ^  Omidg,  tff  Mobile  Bar, 


(>rdt:r  of  i-ommodore  lieU,,    U,    S.   Nary^   to  Lievtenant- Commander 

Henry ^  U,  S,  N<fvy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Neip  Orleans^  Septtnnbrr  76*,  1863, 

Sir:  You  will  relieve  Lieutenant-Commander  John  Madigan  of  the 
command  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Owasco  without  delay. 
I  am,  respoctfulI\% 

n.  H.  Bell, 
Coinnufdore^  Comdg,  West  Gulf  Bloridg,  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Lieutenant-Commander  K.  W.  Henry,  W  S.  Navv. 


Letter  fro  hi  Commodore  Hell,,  V,  S.  Aary^  to  the  U,  S,  marnhal  at 
New  Orleans^  aehnou^l edging  information  regarding  tlu  liahility  to 
attaA^h  of  Vessels  at  Quarantine. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
Off  Ne\n  (>rlem\s.  September  16,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re<'eipt  of  your  note  of 
date  yesterday,  and  also  the  receipt  of  4  cutlasses,  4  pistol  holstei*8, 
and  1  pistol,  taken  from  the  prize  schooner  •/.  T.  JJfuus, 


WEST    GULF   BLOCKADING   SQUADRON.  591 

I  am  extremel V  obliged  to  you  for  the  information  you  give  in  refer- 
ence to  the  vessels  lying  at  Quarantine,  viz,  their  liability  to  be  attacked 
there  by  rebels.  Every  vessel  has  her  prize  crew  on  board,  armed  for 
resisting  such  attacks,  and  Fort  Jackson  would  not  allow  anything 
to  pass  Qutward  without  being  boarded.  I  am  sorry  I  have  no  vessel 
to  spare  from  blockade  for  protecting  the  quarantine  established  by 
the  military  authorities.  It  is  a  proper  place  for  a  post  of  a  few 
soldiers. 

1  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Covimodoi^e^  Commanding, 

James  Graham, 

U.  8,  Marshal^  New  (hUans, 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Farragut^  TL  S,  Navy^  to  Comnupdore  BeLl^ 
U.  />.  Navy^  regarding  r&j tnrements  in  connection  icith  the  transfer* 
of  articl-es  from  the  Nar^y  to  the  Army. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Hartford, 
New  York,  September  16,  1863. 

Sir:  In  a  conversation  I  held  with  the  honomble  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  he  sought  to  impress  on  my  mind  the  impoitance  of  making  the 
Army  require  and  pay  for  all  articles  that  are  transferred  to  them 
by  the  Nav3\  and  I  desire  that  you  will  carry  out  his  views  in  that 
particular. 

Very  respectfully,  j^our  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Adw  iral. 

Commodore  H.   H.   Bell, 

ConDKunding  Went  O id f  Blockading  Sqruidron. 

P.  S. — Whenever  we  re(|uire  anything  from  the  Army,  the  Secretary 
desires  we  should  make  requisition  and  pay  for  it,  and  the  paymaster 
will  make  requisition  on  the  Department  for  the  money  to  cover  the 
expenditure. 

Respectfully, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rea  r-A  d.m  iral. 


Order  (f  the  Secretary  (f  the  Nacf/  to  Rear- Admiral  Far  rag  vt^  U,  S, 
yary^  regarding  the  officer.^  ana  crei/^  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Hartfrrd. 

Navy  Department,  September  16,  1863. 

Sir:  As  the  Hartford  is  at  the  navy  yard,  New  York,  you  will  trans- 
fei*  her  officers  and  crew  to  the  conmmnd  of  Rear- Admiral  Paulding. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farracjut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Nnc  Yryrk. 
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[Telegram.] 

Sir:  I  can't  send  you  to  sea.     It  would  not  count  with  the  quarantine 
master. 

Give  protection  to  the  prizes  there  against  attacks  by  boats. 
Sir  WilUatH  Peel  leaks.     Assist  her,  if  she  needs  it,  witb^men  and 
pumps. 
Keep  me  informed. 
Kespectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell. 
Captain  Geo.  Wiggin, 

U,  S,  S.  Te7ine^fiee,  Qunrimtuie  St-ation, 

Forward  to  me  a  copy  of  quarantine  regulations. 


Report  of  (■orninander  Mulhiny^  U,  S.  Nary^  (knuinmulimf  U.  S.  S. 
BienviUt\  regarding  the  ai^rival  of  that  vessel  off  Galn^ifton, 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  Galveston,  Tex,,  Sejytetnhtr  17,  186S. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  my  return  to  this  station  from  the  Rio  Grande, 
having  executed  your  orders  of  the  1-ith  instant. 

I  communiinited,  on  iny  way  south,  with  the  schooner  Kittailnny, 
hrig  Bo/iio,  and  bark  Wiuiam  G,  A^ide-rso?),  and  delivered  to  the  latter 
the  recruits  I  had  on  board  for  her. 

The  Seminole  sailed  from  the  Rio  Grande  in  company  with  this  ship. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  MULLANY, 

Commander. 
Captain  John  P.  Gillis, 

Se7uor  Offeer,  Onaiiiandhuj  off*  Coast  of  Texffs. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell,  U,  S.  Navy,  to  the  chief  quartfTm^istef* 
at  Neif  Orl^ann,  requesting  the  sei^ncts  of  the  prize  steam  t>r  Sfuihem 
Merchant, 

IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Nean  Orleans,  Septemhtr  17,  1863, 

Sir:  Understanding  that  the  steamer  Soffthern  Merchant,  a  naval 
prize  was  loaned  temporarily  to  the  quartermaster's  department,  and 
observing  that  she  is  not  employed,  I  would  like  to  take  her  in  charge 
for  special  service,  if  it  would  be  convenient  to  you. 
I  am,  ver}'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,  Corndg.  West  G id f  Blockading  Squadron  jrrotent. 

Col.  S.  B.  Holabird, 

Chi t'f  Quart  enn  aster.  Department  of  the  Gulf  jVtv  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  U,  S,  Navy,  regarding  the  improved  con- 
dition  of  health  on  hoard  the  vessels  of  the  3fobile  squ((dron, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
New  Orleans,  Septemhr  18, 1863. 

Sir:  The  U.  S.  gunboat  Aroostook,  from  Mobile  Bar,  arrived  in  the 
river  on  the  17th  instant  and  reported  that  no  new  cases  of  fever  had 
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occurred  on  board  of  the  Colorado  within  the  last  twelve  days,  and 
that  the  squadron  on  duty  there  is  in  excellent  health. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore^  Comdg,  West  Gvlf  Blockuding  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  JSavy  Washingtmi^  D.  C, 


Report  of  Captain  Gillis^  U,  S.  Navy^  commamdinjg  off  Oah^eston^ 
regarding  general  matters  pertaining  to  his  (xytnmand, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 
Off  Gal/veston,  Tex. ,  September  18, 1863. 

Commodore:  I  forwarded  you  communications  by  the  (hoa^co  and 
supply  ship  Circassian,  also  by  coal  schooner  Argus  Eye  and  bark 
WilUam  Anderson;  some  surveyed  sick  in  the  latter  to  be  sent  North; 
supplied  her  with  water.     She  left  last  evening  for  the  Mississippi. 

bince  yours  of  the  11th  instant,  I  have  not  heard  from  you,  nor  is 
the  Tennessee  here. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  transport  Pocahontas  for  water  and  reinforce- 
ments 1  dispatched  the  BienvilU  to  Sabine  Pass.  On  her  return  she 
reported  all  the  vessels  afloat  which  had  grounded  and  the  transpoirts 
gone  to  the  Mississippi.  Her  boilers  being  reported  in  bad  condition, 
she  has  hauled  fires  to  repair  and  consequently  did  not  leave  imme- 
diately to  comply  with  orders  south.  Wnen  the  Circassian  arrived 
here  the  Bienvith  was  sent  to  the  Rio  Grande  to  order  the  Seminole 
to  Sabine  Pass  and  communicate  with  our  sailing  vessels  cruising  to 
the  southward. 

The  Kittatinny  and  Bohio  touched  here  on  their  way  to  the  stations 
assigned  them  and  were  directed  to  ciniise  well  offshore.  The  Bienmlle 
delivered  to  bark  Anderson  the  men  sent  for  her.  Under  the  uncer- 
tainty of  condition  of  affairs  at  Sabine  Pass,  it  was  thought  advisable 
she  should  not  visit  Tampico  at  this  time,  but  return  here  and  hence  to 
Sabine  Pass  and  New  Orleans.  Other  leaks  in  boilers  detained  her 
last  night. 

The  Seminole^  in  want  of  coal,  arrived  about  sunset,  17th  instant; 
sent  to  Sabine  this  morning.  She  reports  having  seized  the  English 
steamer  /^t/,  off  the  Rio  Grande,  and  sending  her  to  New  Orleans  for 
adjudication.     Dispatches  in  her  to  you. 

It  is  probable  you  have  later  accounts  from  Sabine.  I  enclose, 
however,  a  copy  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Dana's  letter  to  me  dated 
13th  September. 

Two  pilots  who  were  on  board  the  vessels  captured  at  Sabine  by  the 
rebels,  think  the  Clifton^s  machinery  was  injured,  a  shot  having  been 
fired  into  it  by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Crocker,  previous  to  sur- 
render. They  state  also  that  Captain  Crocker  objected  to  going  in 
previous  to  landing  of  troops,  but  without  avail,  and  that  the  pro- 
gramme seen  by  them  at  New  Orleans  was  not  adhered  to. 

I  will  direct  the  commanding  oflScer  of  the  Circassian  to  send  them 
to  you  if  they  have  not  left  for  New  Orleans  by  other  conveyance. 
It  appears  the  expedition  was  under  the  command  of  General  Franklin. 
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I  informed  you  that  the  coal  schooner  off  Sabine  Pass  had  lost  her 
master  by  yellow  fever  and  that  I  had  directed  Lieutenant-Commander 
Dana  to  anchor  her  well  off  or  send  her  to  quarantine  in  Mississippi 
Coal  will  be  required  there. 

All  the  requisitions  for  provisions  1  have  are  forwarded;  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Dana  may  have  some. 

We  are  discharging  coal  brig  here  when  weather  will  permit;  may 
want  more  soon.  So  rough  tnis  morning  I  sent  Seminole  without 
waiting  to  add  to  her  coal. 

I  am  awaiting  anxiously  officers  and  men.  Lieutenant-Commander 
Potter  will  leave  in  the  Clrcdssmn;  the  medical  survey  held  on  him 
was  transmitted  to  you.  The  acting  master  on  board  ifeic  Lotidan  has 
recovered  sufficientl  v,  I  learn,  to  take  temporar^'^  charge  of  the  vessel. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hill,  of  the  bark  Andernan^  informs  me 
there  are  various  defenses  along  the  coast  of  Texas  from  the  Rio 
Grande  up  to  this  anchorage  and  promised  me  a  list  or  memorandum 
of  them,  but  neglected  to  send  it.     Will  you  please  procure  it  for  me? 

You  are  aware  of  the  number  of  guns  mounted  at  Galveston,  26, 
including  those  casemated. 

It  is  to  be  regr(»tted  two  ironclads  from  the  river  were  not  sent  to 
Sabine. 

From  all  I  can  learn  it  is  most  advisable  to  land  and  take  possession 
of  the  Texas  side  of  the  Rio  Grande.  It  is  said  a  strong  Union  force 
once  established  there  would  receive  many  adherents  from  Northerners 
and  foreigners  settled  in  that  portion  of  the  State  who  are  now,  per 
force  only,  sec^essionists.  The  transportation  of  cotton  and  war  mate- 
rial across  the  line  could  then  be  checked  altogether.  I  suppose  the 
Crvanlte  City  is  yet  off  the  Sabine.  I  sent  Circassian  there  also,  to 
await  the  arrival  of  Setnhiole^  then  to  return  here  for  men  whose  term 
of  service  has  expired,  and  a  prisoner  under  sentence  of  general  court- 
martial  to  be  sent  North. 

Please  send  me  the  sentence  of  Edward  McDonald  if  received,  one 
of  the  crew  of  this  ship,  tried  at  Pensacola. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  NO.  P.  Giixis, 
Capt.  andSe7iior  Officer^  Second Div,  West  GtdfBlkdg.  Sq^iadrmi. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  West  Oulf  Blockaaiiig  S^juadnm^  Xeir  (Means, 

P.  S. — 19th.  Letter  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Dana,  of  the  17th 
instant,  enclosed.  Captain  Eaton,  of  Circ(if<si(fn^  informs  me  that  the 
Clifton  and  Sachern  were  seen  from  his  anchorage  and  did  not  appear 
much  injured. 

Letter  from  the  U,  S.  consul  at  Tampico^  Me^tico^  to  the  Secreta/ry  of 
the  Nary^  reporting  th^e  ai^r-i/val  at  that  place  of  tJie  vessel  Sarah^ 
bringing  cotton  from  Galveston, 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Tampici),,  Septemher  19,  1863, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  a  small  vessel,  called  the 
Sarah,,  though  surreptitiously  documented  as  a  Swiss  vessel  by  J.  C. 
Kuhn,  esq.,  consul  for  Switzerland  at  the  port  of  Galveston,  arrived 
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at  this  port  on  the  5th  iiii-tant,  with  a  careo  "f  140  Iwiles  of  cotton. 
which  was  iniijiediatt'ly  dplivered  to  an  English  hoiifse  at  this  place  for 
transshipinent  to  England.  A»  usual,  this  vessel  was  forthwith 
inVL'stfld  with  British  nationality  by  her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul  at 
this  port,  and  on  the  16th  instant  she  left  here  for  the  poi-t  of  Galves- 
ton, where  another  cargo  of  cotton  awaits  her  for  Tampico. 

Previously  to  her  departure  from  this  port  her  nominal  owner,  Mr. 
David  Jolly,  came  to  thia  consulate  and  made  an  energetic  demand  for 
a  license  to  warmnt  «  clearance  for  New  Orleans,  which  was  peremp- 
torily and  disdainfully  refuwed. 

From  a  Mr.  Dcnipsey,  who  came  from  (xalveston  in  the  Sam/t,  I 
learn  thiit  that  vcsriel  sailed  fixim  that  port  on  the  3d  of  Au^st  last, 
in  companv  with  three  other  cotton-loaded  rebel  vessels,  bound  for 
this  port;  lint  as  they  have  not  arrived  here,  it  is  tx)  bo  presumed  they 
are  lost  or  captured. 

The  exemption  of  the  port  of  Matamoras  to  tho  restrictions  of  the 
blockade  of  those  Mexican  ports  by  the  French  squadron  under  Rear- 
Adnitral  Btxsse,  whose  inhabitants  do  not  adhere  to  the  dictatorial 
intervention  of  the  Emperor  of  France,  serves  to  enhance  to  an  alarm- 
ing degree  the  injury  which  French  and  British  smugglers  are  inflict- 
ing on  our  Government  by  the  constant  introduction  of  contmband  of 
war  at  that  port,  as  well  Hs  to  aid  them  in  liringing  out  of  the  same  and 
the  ports  of  Texiis  targe  quantities  of  cotton. 

Large  sums  of  money  are  now  in  deposit  in  skillful  hands  in  this 
place  to  facilitate  such  operations. 

Yesterday  a  British  iron  steamer,  called  the  Smoivi;  while  engaged 
in  loading  a  British  vessel  outside  the  bar  with  SO  bales  of  cotton 
taken  from  the  Sarah,  was  stranded  on  the  beach,  all  of  which  will  be 
a  total  loss. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  trust  that  I  may  venture  to  suggest 
that  if  it  could  enter  into  youi-  views  to  cause  our  vessels  of  war  to 
touch  here  periodically,  taking  the  coast  from  Point  Isabel,  [Tex.J,  to 
this  port  en  route,  it  would  soon  be  the  means  of  putting  a  final  check 
to  this  forced  trade,  which  has  Iwconie  so  extremely  prejudicial  to  the 
power  and  influence  of  our  Government  and  mortifying  to  our  loyal 
countrymen  abroad. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem  and  respect,  your  moat 
obedient  servant, 

Fhanki.in  Chase. 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

"  V  oftlis  Vrtited  Slates  3'((j'ji,  Wiiitki ni/tori . 


fJrder  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lientemmt-CmKinamdiTr  Low, 
U.  S.  Namy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Ociarara,  in  report  for  duty  at 
Nmv  OrJ^jTiK. 

Navy  Depaktment,  Septembei- ^S,  186J. 
Sia:  Proceed  with  the  V.  S.  S.  Octorara  to  New  Orleans  and  report 
to  Commodore  H,  H.  Beli,  or  the  senior  commanding  officer  present, 
for  duty  in  the  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Sfpmdron. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon   Welles, 

St^oretary  of  the  Nm'y, 
Lieut«nant-(.k)mmander  W.  W.  Low, 

Comtiiandhig  U.  S.  S.  OctwrarUy  Went  /ndid  SqiuidTOH. 
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Rep(>rt  of  Commander  MuUany^  U.  S.  Navy^  commanding  U.  S.  8. 
jBienmlle^  giving  the  ca^iise  for  deviation  from,  ordern  to  proceed  to 
TampioOj  Mexico. 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 

Off  New  (hUam,  Im,  ,  September  21»,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honer  to  report  my  arrival  from  off  Galveston  with 
this  ship  under  my  command. 

Subsequent  to  the  reception  of  your  order  of  the  3d  instant,  direct- 
ing me  to  proceed  with  this  ship  to  Tampico  via  Rio  Grande  and  thence 
to  rJew  Orleans,  I  received  orders  from  Captain  Gillis,  senior  officer 
commanding  on  the  coast  of  Texas  (copies  of  which  are  herewith 
enclosed),  which  required  me  to  deviate  so  far  from  your  instructions 
as  not  to  visit  Tampico  unless  on  my  arrival  at  the  feio  Grande  more 
important  information  could  be  obtained  in  relation  to  that  place  than 
I  was  previously  in  possession  of. 

I  arrived  at  tne  Kio  Grande  on  the  16th  instant,  and  as  no  additional 
information  could  be  obtained  there  1  was  governed  by  Captain  Gil- 
lis's  order  of  the  14th  instant  in  returning  to  the  station  off  Galveston. 

My  ability  to  promptly  execute  the  service  required  of  this  ship  has 
been  greatly  impedecl  within  the  last  four  weeks  by  many  imperfec- 
tions developed  in  the  boilers,  which  have  rendered  it  necessary  to  haul 
firas  and  blow  off  steam  for  repairs  several  times,  thus  rendering  the 
ship  quite  inefficient  while  off  the  enemy's  coast. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.   MCLLANEY, 

Coirim<inder. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  West  Gxdf  Blockading  Squadron^ 

Off  Nexc  Orl^ans^  La. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  schoimer  Kittatlnny^  Acting  Master  I.  D. 

Seyhurn^  U»  S.  Nary^  commanding, 

Septemher22,  i^^^.— Latitude  28-  42'  N.,  longitude  95^  38'  W.  At 
9  a.  m.  saw  a  schooner  to  westward.  Gave  chase.  They  ran  her  on 
the  beach,  set  her  on  fire,  and  abandoned  her.  We  gave  her  several 
shots,  broadside  guns;  some  of  them  went  over  and  struck  the  beach. 
Sent  the  lirst  cutter  (to  see  if  she  was  well  on  fire)  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Jackson,  accompanied  by  Mr.  De  (xrossc^.  and  Mr.  Sprague.  They 
received  a  volley-  of  nuisketry  from  the  shore,  striking  the  boat  in 
several  places,  wounding  John  Hart  in  the  back,  the  ball  passing  clear 
through  him.  Boat  returned,  the  schooner  being  completely  on  fire. 
Made  sail  and  stood  off.     No  surgeon  on  board. 

Septetnher  21^, — At  1 1  a.  m.  ciime  to  anchor  off  Galveston.  Lowered 
gig;  connnanding  officer  proccede<l  on  l)oard  flagship.  At  1:30  p.  m. 
gig  returned  with  capt^iin  and  fleet  surgeon.  At  2:30  p.  m.  sent  the 
wounded  man  on  l>oard  the  Ossipee.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.  lying  at  anchor 
off  Galveston. 
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Capture  of  the  U,  S.  Army  nf tamer  Leviatltan  aiul  recapture  of  the 
same  hy  the  U.  S.  S.  De  Soto,  September  22, 1863. 

Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  XT.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Gtoldeboroiigh,  XT.  8.  Navy,  for  the  pnr- 

Buit  of  the  captors. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  JSlinr  Orleam,  Septeinher  22,  1863. 

Sir:  At  4  a.  m.  to-day  about  25  men  landed  from  boats  at  South 
West  Pass  and  captured  screw  tuff  Leviatltan  and  put  off  to  sea.  She 
stood  to  the  eastward  several  miles  and  was  last  seen  standing  to  the 
southward  and  eastward.  She  draws  between  9  and  11  feet  and  will 
either  make  for  Mobile  Bar  by  night  or  for  Havana.  She  has  no  guns; 
they  are  armed  with  swords  and  pistols. 

Place  the  Eugenie  in  the  channel  above  the  Swash  at  night  to  inter- 
cept her,  giving  her  directions  to  come  out  at  earlj'  dawn. 

1  have  sent  out  the  Tennessee  in  pursuit  and  the  Circassimi  will  fol- 
low in  chase  immediately. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Beli., 
Carmnodore,  Comdg,  West  Gul/Blockdg,  Sqtiadron  pro  tern. 

Captain  John  R.  Goldsborough, 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado^  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile. 

[Letter  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Lieutenant-Commander  W.  K. 
Mayo,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Kanawha,  off  Ship  Island.] 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  XT.  8.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
New  Orleans,  September  24,  1863. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  inform  the  Department  that  at  4  a.  m.  on 
the  22d  instant  some  25  rebels,  or  pirates,  landed  on  the  outside 
marshes  of  the  South  West  Pass  and,  wading  through  nmd  and  grass, 
seized  the  screw  tug  Lemathan,  lying  at  a  coal  wharf  near  that  light- 
house, and  put  to  sea. 

The  Circassian,  Tennessee,  and  AroosUxjk  being  detained  in  quaran- 
tine (although  healthy),  1  telegraphed  them,  being  the  only  available 
vessels  here,  to  go  in  pursuit,  fortunately,  the  army  transport  Cres- 
cent arrived  at  the  Pass  about  two  hours  after  and  went  in  pursuit, 
having  taken  on  hoard  from  the  C  S.  ship  Panivero  Acting  Master 
Edward  Herrick  and  some  of  her  crew\  Shortly  after  the  De  Soto 
met  the  Crescent,  and,  joining  in  the  pursuit,  the  former  recaptured 
the  Leixiathan  about  40  miles  at  sea  and  brought  her  into  this  port. 

The  parties  engaged  appear  to  have  been  regularly  commissioned  by 
the  Confederate  authorities. 

Captain  William  M.  Walker,  commanding  the  De  Soto,  will  report 
in  full  to  the  Department* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,  Comdg.  West  GulfBlockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nai^y,  Washington. 

*See  Series  I,  volume  17,  pp.  556-559. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  XT.  8.  8.  De  Boto,  Commander  W.  M.  Walker,  XT.  8.  Navy,  commanding. 

Septemher  ^^,  1S6S, — At  (>  a.  in.  discovered  the  South  West  Pass 
light-house  aud  the  shipping  oflf  the  bar.  Passed  several  sails  stand- 
ing to  the  westward.  At  7  took  pilot  on  board  and  headed  in  for  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  Exchanged  numliers  with  the  U.  S.  bark 
^Y.  G.  Aiuh^Hon.  At  7: 25  the  U.  S.  quartermaster's  steamer  Crescent 
came  out  and  spoke  us,  giving  us  the  information  that  a  steamer  bad 
been  captured  by  rebels  during  the  night  and  had  ^one  off  to  sea.  Ran 
off  to  the  southeastward  and  soon  discovered  a  sail  bearing  about  S.  E. 
by  S.  i  S.  Gave  chase  and  ascertained  her  to  be  a  steamer  with  sail 
set.  At  7: 30  South  Pass  light-house  bore  per  compass  N.  E.  by  E. 
and  South  West  Pass  light- house  N.  W.  by  N.  ^  N.  At  8  a.  m.  in 
chase  of  the  steamer,  accompanied  })v  the  Crescerd,  From  8  to 
meridian  in  chase  of  the  steamer  and  gaining  rapidly.  At  10: 30,  after 
firing  three  shell  at  the  steamer,  she  stopped.  Boarded  and  took 
possession  of  her.  She  proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  (juartermaster's  steam 
tug  Leviathan^  which  had  been  captured  by  Acting  Master  David 
Nichols,  C.  S.  Navy,  and  17  men;  who  all  professed  to  belong  to  the 
C.  S.  Navy.  The  captain,  engineer,  and  his  firemen  and  coal  heavers 
were  also  on  board,  the  remainder  of  the  crew  having  been  set  adrift 
9  miles  from  the  Pass.  At  11  the  boat  returned,  and  receiving  the 
report  that  she  was  readv  to  proceed  to  the  Mississippi,  the  ])oat  was 
hoisted  and  steamed  back  to  the  Mississippi,  accompanied  ])y  the  prize 
Levfhithan.  The  (■n-Hcent  also  turned  back,  being  astern  at  the  time 
of  the  capture.  At  4  p.  m.  anchored  off  Pilot  Town.  The  prize 
Lei^iathan  anchored  near  us.  From  4  to  0  p.  m.  the  prisoners  on 
board  the  Leviathan  were  placed  in  single  irons  under  sentry's  charge. 
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Signature  of  n'<'ruit  in  his  own  liund writing. 


Rating. 


VVh^os  per  month. 


David  Nicols « i  Acting  master 

Henry  Slcinner Engineer 

(teorge  II.  Merrylleld Seaman 

E.  Hewett <lo 

.lohn  Bryce do 

.1.  W.  Ramsay do 

•Jerome  Beal ' do 

Win.  Wisdon do 

John  Tiiomnson ' do 

W.  V.  Cantiflon ' <lo 

I*.  (Jarrity do , 

James  Burroughs do 

Charles  I^ng \ do 

Waller  Warrelman do 
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H.  H.  Gorden do 

F.  D.  Hiinseom I do 

Daniel  Marry ' do , 
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Provost-Makshal  Office, 

Mobile,  Augmi  19,  1S6S. 

Captain  David  Nicols  aiiu  crew,  having  been  duly  sworn,  are  hereby 
gmnted  permission  to  pass  the  forts  and  obstructions  on  their  projected 
voyage  from  this  port. 

J.  C.  Denis,    [seal.] 
Majoi*  and  Procont- Marshal. 
M.  Chester, 

Ammtant, 
J.  M.  Spencer, 

VonniKindlmj  Officer  C,  S,  Steamer  Baltic, 

August  20. 

U.  S.  Prize  Commission's  Office, 

Neio  (Means,  September  26,  186S, 

A  correct  cop\'  of  the  shipping  articles  found  on  board  of  the 
Leviathan, 

T.  B.  Thorpe, 
Sj}ttcial  U,  S,  Prize  ComnuHs'toner, 
Endorsed:  a. 

T.  B.  T. 


Order  of  Qnmnodore  Bell,  U,  S,  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Allen,  U,  S,  Navy,  to  asi^unie  command  of  the  U,  S,  S,  Neie 
London, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orlea^is,  September  23,  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  S.    Oneida,  and  will 
proceed  by  the  first  public  conv^eyance  to  Galveston  and  relieve  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Ed.  ¥j.  Potter  (invalided  by  medical  survey)  of  the 
command  of  the  V ,  S.  gunboat  New  London, 
I  am,  respectful^, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Coiamodore,  (-orndg.  Western  Gulf  BlocTcdg,  Squadron  protein, 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  N.  Allen, 

U.  S,  S.  Oneida,  off  Mobile  Bar, 


Order  of  (^omnwdare   liell^  U,  S,  Navy,  to  Acting  Mastet*  Hamilton, 
U,  S.  Nivy^  to  iixHumt'  eomnnind  (f  the  U,  S,  S,  C&tnmodo're, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  September  2S,  1S6S, 

Sir:  You  are  herci)y  detached  from  the  U.  S.  ship  Vinceni^es,  and 
will  assume  without  dc^hiy  the  command  of  the  U.  b.  S.  Comniodoi'(\ 
employed  in  Mississippi  Sound  and  Lake  Pontchartrain. 

Require  the  olficers  in  charge  to  put  you  in  possession  of  all  official 
documents,  charts,  etc. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
C(nnin(fdon  ^  Coindg.  We><tern  GulfBlockdg,  Squmlr<m  jrrohin, 

Acting  MastcM' John  U.  Hamilton, 

V,S,  Ship  Vinnmiies,  Ship  Island, 


600  WEST   GULF    BLOCKADING   SQUADRON.    ' 

Report  of  Commander  Rolando.  U,  S.  Navy^  referring  to  affairs  at 

Sabine  Pa^s, 

U.  S.  S.  SEmNOLE, 

SaUne  Pann,  Septeinhei^  S3,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
LicutenaDt-Commander  Dana. 

I  have  directed  him  to  send  to  you  by  the  first  opportunity  to  New 
Orleans  direct,  Daniel  Haggertv,  ordinary  seaman,  and  Peter  Jackson, 
landsman,  two  of  the  crew  of  the  Harrltt  Lane  at  the  time  of  her  cap- 
ture, and  whose  reports  of  the  officers  and  crew,  now  prisoners  m 
Texas,  the  letter  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Dana  gives  information 
about. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  liquor  was  given  to  some  of  my  men  by 
persons  on  board  the  coaling  schooner  Manhasset^  at  this  place,  and  I 
would  request  that  if  another  application  for  charter  is  made  by  her 
owners  it  will  be  refused. 

I  have  to  report  that  I  have  sent  the  U.  S.  S.  Arizona  to  the 
Southw^est  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  River,  to  there  await  your  further 
instructions.  I  have  retained  the  Granite  City  here  for  your  further 
orders. 

A  good  deal  of  activity  seems  to  pervade  the  people  on  "shore  at  the 
Pass.     They  are  moving  from  point  to  point  witn  pickets. 

The  Clifton  is  still  in  sight  from  the  anchorage ;  also  a  river  steamer 
and  a  three-masted  schooner. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Rolando, 
Comma7}de7\  IL  S,  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Western  Gulf  JSlockdg.  Squadron  jyro  tern,  ^  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bell^  U.  S,  Navy^ 
regarding  (orders  given  to  the  U.  S,  S,  Colorado  i7i  view  of  sickness 
jxrevailing  on  that  vessel. 

Navy  Department,  September  23^  1863. 

Sir:  Fearing  that  the  sickness  on  board  of  the  Colorado  may  not 
have  disappeared,  the  Department  has  ordered  the  Richmond  to  pro- 
ceed off  Mobile  and  relieve  her.  Captain  Goldsborough  has  been  given 
Kermission  to  proceed  with  the  Colorrado^  on  being  relieved,  to  Fort- 
ind.  Me.,  unless  the  fever  shall  have  disappeared  and  his  proceeding 
north  is  not  considered  as  a  sanitary  measure.  Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins, 
coiinnanding  the  Richmoiui^  has  been  directed  to  report  to  you  by 
letter. 

Orders  were  yesterday  sent  to  the   Octorara^  of  the  West  India 
Squadron,  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans  and  report  to  you;  also  to  the 
P(frt  Royal.,  or  the  East  Gulf  Squadron,  on  being  relieved  by  the  Tioga 
from  the  West  India  Squadron. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blochdg.  Squadron  jri^o  tern..  New  Orleans. 
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Ordet*  of  the  Sea^etary  of  tlie  Navy  to  Captain  Ooldshorough^  U,  S. 
Natfy^  (xymrrvandiiig  U.  S.  S.  Colorado  ^  to  proceed  to  Portland^Me. 

Navy  Department,  Septeinher  2S^  1863. 

Sir:  On  being  relieved  by  the  Rickmond^  which  takes  out  this  com- 
munication, vou  are  at  liberty  to  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  frigate 
Colorado^  under  your  command,  to  Portland,  Me.,  unless  the  sickness 
o\\  board  shall  have  so  far  disappeared  that  you  do  not  consider  it 
necessary  for  the  vessel  to  come  north  as  a  sanitary  measure. 
Very  respectfully^  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Captain  J.  R.  Goldsborough, 

Cwniaanding  U.  S.  S.  Cohtrado^  off  Mobile. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  ttie  Navy  to  Captain  Jenkins^  TJ.  S.  Navy^ 
commanding/  U.  S.  S.  Richnona^  to  relieve  the  U.  S.  S,  Coloraao^ 
off  Mobile. 

N^vY  Department,  Septeinher  ^3^  1863. 

Sir:  Proceed  with  all  pi'acticable  dispatch  with  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop 
Richmond  to  Mobile  Bar  and  relieve  the  Colorado.,  reporting  to  the 
senior  officer  present  and  by  letter  to  Commodore  H.  n.  Bell,  com- 
manding the  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem.  Trans- 
mitted herewith  are  orders  for  Captain  John  R.  Goldsborough, 
commanding  the  Colorado^  which  you  will  deliver  to  him. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins, 

Cfnnmanding  U.  S.  S.  Richmond^  New  York. 


Repoii  of  Cmuiiwdore  Thatchei\  U.  S.  Navy^  of  arrival  off  Mobile  for 

command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  CoUrrado. 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado, 
Off  Mobile.,  September  H,  1S63. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  a  co])y  of  which  is  hereby  enclosed,  I  came  to  this  station  in 

the  supply  steamer  Bernnida^  arriving  here  last  night,  and  have  this 

day  assumed  command  of  this  ship,  relieving  Captain  Goldstorough. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commodm*e. 
Commodore.  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdy.  U.  S.   Western  Gulf  lilockdg.  Squadron.,  New  Orleans. 


Instructions  from  Commod<yre  Bell^  U.  S.  Navy.,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Bnrum^  U.  S.  Navy.,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Virginia^ 
regarding  blockade  duty  on  the  coast  of  Texas. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
Off  Neici  Orleans.,  Im..,  September  H.,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Galveston  and  report  to  Captain  Gillis^ 
commanding  the  blockading  forces  on  the  coast  of  Texas^for  hlov^^^ 
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duty  off  the  coast  from  Galveston  to  the  Rio  Gmnde,  in  order  to  inter- 
cept the  blockade  runnel's  and  to  break  up,  if  possible,  the  contraband 
trade  that  is  carried  on  with  the  Kio  Grande.  Descriptions  of  many 
vessels  so  engaged  are  herewith  enclosed,  though  you  must  exercise 
your  judgment  after  search  as  to  whether  they  are  truly  so  engaged 
or  not. 

When  going  down  from  Galveston  look  into  Brazos  River,  Pass 
Cavallo,  and  Aransas,  where  some  cotton-clad  steamers  are  believed  to 
be  for  attacking  the  sailing  vessels  on  blockade,  and  you  will  commu- 
nicate with  the  schooner  Kltiatlnny  and  brig  liohlo^  stationed  off 
these  ports.  Thence  proceed  to  Brazos  Santiago  and  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  be  careful  not  to  claim  nor  exercise  belligerent  rights  within  Mexi- 
can watei's,  which  begin  at  a  line  drawn  at  right  angles  to  the  coast, 
{massing  through  the  middle  of  the  outside  channel  or  bar  of  that  river. 
ivervthing  to  an  anchor  north  of  that  line,  as  well  as  on  the  high  seas, 
you  have  the  belligerent  right  to  visit  and  examine,  and  you  are 
expected  to  exercise  this  right  steadfastly,  without  giving  unnecessary 
annoyance  or  inconvenience,  and  to  send  into  port  for  adjudication  any 
vessel  of  whose  lawful  character  you  may  have  a  i*easonable  doubL 
Vessels  lx)und  to  and  from  the  Rio  Gramle  are  frequently  met  with  on 
the  coast  much  out  of  their  courses:  such  vessels  are  unquestionably 
blockade  runners,  and  should  be  sent  in  for  adjudication,  always  inform- 
ing the  judge  with  exactness  of  their  position  when  seized.  On  that 
coast  it  IS  pretty  nmch  a  question  of  latitude,  alwavs  easily  ascertained. 
Touch  Sabine  Pass  on  your  way.  Never  a]>proach  a  blockaded  port  at 
night,  unless  you  were  previously  seen  approaching,  and  then  with 
your  lights  distinctly  shown. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Beli^ 
Cominodort'^  Comdg,  WeAU'rn  Gulf  Blockdg,  Stpinflmn  pi'O  tern. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Chaklks  II.  Bkdwn, 

Cinninnndlntj  l\  S.  S.  Vinjinitu  f'if'  Xrtr  OrhnrtH. 


Re/Mfrt  ({f  Lfru(t/7Hnif-Coiiii/ifittdvi'  Ado  ins,  r.  S,  3^//v/,  crj^hunhig  the 

VfHtson  for  t:'.rj*rdtf!(/il  Hlidt-r  l1(UJ  aftr*'*'*' 

Philadelphia,  S, jfi,Hihrr  2o^  18C*L 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  communica- 
tion from  the  l)e|>jirtm(»ut,  dated  SepttMiilxT  22,  18r>8,  desiring  a  ptir- 
ticiilar  reiK)rt  of  the  circumstances  of  mv  meeting  a  brother  under  a 
flag  of  truce.     In  reply  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report: 

In  the  month  of  July  two  men,  a  Mr.  Mitchell  and  Mr.  Harrison, 
w^en*  captured  by  th(»  V.  S.  S.  Cl!ffn)i.  They  were  released  upon 
parole,  but  negh'cted  to  take  copi(»sof  their  {xiroleswith  them.  Som«* 
time  in  August  1  received  a  hotter  from  Mr.  Harrison,  asking  me  for 
copies  of  tlie  paroles  to  get  exchanged  with  or  to  ])revent  his  being 
forced  into  th<^  rebel  army.  By  the  same  boat  I  received  a  note  from 
rny  brother,  written  long  l)efore.  Not  being  the  senior  naval  officer, 
1  took  both  letters  to  Commander  Maccmib,  who  read  thcMU.  I  asked 
him  to  permit  me  to  give  copies  of  the  paroles  to  the  gentlemen  referred 
to,  that  it  might  k<»e])  them  out  of  the  army  oi*  get  a  man  in  exchange 
for  each.     I    went  over  to  Mississippi  City  the  next  morning  in  the 
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st'liooiier  ■^'i/i-  //'"itif'iii,  ucfuiiipiiiupcl  by  Acting  Assistant  Pajmitster 
S.  Joi-duii,  of  the  U.  S,  ship  Vijiceiinci.  1  did  not  expect  to  .sec  my 
brother,  for  I  supposed  ho  liiul  ^ne  away. 

On  arriving  off  Missisuiptii  City  1  ancDored  and  sent  a  boat  with  a 
9ag  of  truce  to  the  end  of  the  long  whnif,  with  Aoting  AnsiNtant  Pay- 
master Jordan  in  tharge.  to  say  that  if  Mr.  Mitchell  and  Mr.  Harrison 
wanted  to  get  copies  of  their  paroles  I  was  there  to  deliver  them  after 
they  signed  them,  and  if  any  military  officer  was  there  in  command  to 
Hiiy  that  if  he  came  alongside  of  the  schooner  I  would  explain  the 
object  of  the  visit.  The  l)oat  returned  to  the  schooner  with  Mr.  Har- 
rison and  my  brother,  Mr.  C  A.  Adams,  who  said  he  was  in  charge 
of  the  forces  about  there.  I  explaloed  to  him  that  I  had  come  over  to 
leave  with  Mr,  Harrison  and  Mr.  Mitchell  copies'  of  their  paroles. 
After  signing  and  witnessing  the  paroles  we  sat  down  and  conversed 
a  short  tmie  and  then  landed  on  the  pier,  walked  up  to  Mr.  Harrison's 
house,  sat  there  a  few  moments,  and  then  came  back  to  the  schooner 
and  made  sail  for  Ship  Island,  The  whole  time  was  not  nmeh  more 
than  an  hour.  I  reported  to  Commander  Macomb  what  had  trans- 
pired and  was  very  imrticular  to  do  so  in  detail.  The  commanding 
officer  of  the  Sam-  j/fi/aton  and  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Jordan 
were  with  me  all  the  time.  The  people  were  civil  to  us  and  nothing 
wa.H  said  that  was  offensive  to  us  as  Lnited  States  officers. 

In  explanation  of  the  Department  not  having  received  a  report  of 
the  atfair  I  would  respectfully  state  that  I  reported  to  my  superior 
ofGcer  all  that  transpired,  and  I  did  not  think  it  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  make  a  report  of  it  to  the  Department,  In  regard  to  my  going 
with  the  tiag  myself  I  would  say  that  from  the  time  I  took  command 
of  the  Vhuriui^s  I  had  been  confined  closely  to  mv  ship  by  duties  and 
had  not  been  out  of  gunshot  of  her.  Having  just  be«n  relieved  as 
senior  officer  by  Commander  Macomb,  I  got  his  permission  to  go  in 
the  schooner,  as  much  for  recreation  as  for  anything  else. 

Trusting  tha^  this  report  and  explanation  will  satisfy  the  Department 
that  no  infringement  of  the  rules  for  the  Navy  or  the  laws  of  the 
country  was  intended  or  executed, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
ft.  A.  Adahs,  Jr., 
Lieutenant-  CoinmandtT,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 


Rf-piITt 


Hirt  of  Cuiiinioflom  Bell^    U.  S,  JVnvy,  regarding  an  outlnval'  of 
feeer  <m  hnird  the  United  States  venxeh  at  New  Orleans. 

U.  S.  Steam  Suxjp  Pensacola, 
Of  New  (h-h-'n>»,  Li.,  September  M,  18G3. 
Sir:  1  regret  to  inform  the  Department  that  a  pernicious  fever  has 
appeared  on  board  the  United  States  steamers  repairing  at  this  port, 
from  which  some  deaths  have  ensued.  Some  of  the  eases  have  Iieen 
well-defined  yellow  fever,  and  others  are  recognized  here  by  the 
names  of  pernicious  and  congestive  fever. 

I  am  gratitied  in   being   able    to   state  that  the  di.sorder  has  not 
extended  rapidly  iioi'  far.     It  is  1<>  Iw  lioped  that  the  approaching  cold 
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season  will  soon  check  it.  The  vessels  which  have  suffered  most  are 
those  which  have  been  lyin^  longest  off  the  city,  namely,  storeship 
Fnarttift^  the  tu^  Ilo}lyhn<l\  and  renmcola^  sloop  of  war. 

1  have  the  honor  to  l)e,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
(UymvuKhn\\  Conuhj,  West  OvffBlorkadlfuj  Sqiuuiron pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seotetary  of  the  ^Vrfry^   Wash  Iny ton. 


Report  of  Oominander  Mulhiny^  11,  S,  Navy^  eofmn/fnding  U.  S.  8. 
Bie^iville^  regarding  the  sanitary  etrndttftm  of  that  vessel, 

U.  S.  S.  Bienville, 
Off  Galveston,  Tex.,  Septeinhet^^e,  1863. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  and  recommend  for  your 
favorable  consideration  a  communication  addressed  to  me  by  the  med- 
ical oflScer  of  this  ship  in  relation  to  her  sanitary  condition,  and  recom- 
mending that  she  be  sent  to  sea  to  cruise  for  the  next  three  weeks  for 
the  better  preservation  of  the  health  of  her  ship's  company. 

On  consultation  with  the    fleet  engineer  1  learn  that  temporary 
repairs  on  the  boilers  can  be  made  which  will  enable  the  ship  to  keep 
the  sea  for  three  or  four  weeks  without  undue  risk. 
Very  respectfully,  3'our  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  M.  MULLANY, 

Co7nma7}der. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Vottnaandlng  West  Gtdf  Blockading  S<p(adron. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  V.  S.  Navy,  regarding  th^  dispositifm  oj 

certain  vessels  of  his  ctmnnand, 

LT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Off  Nein  Orleans,  Uu,  Sej)t^ihe7-2G,  186S. 

Sir:  After  the  loss  of  the  ClifUm  and  SatheuK  and  not  knowing 
the  extent  of  their  injuries,  I  ordered  up  from  the  Rio  Grande  the 
Setninole,  Commander  Rolando,  for  blockade  service  off  Sabine  Pass; 
that  vCvSsel,  the  Cayuga,  and  Granite  City  are  now  on  duty  there. 

I  forward  by  to-day's  mail  Commander  Rolando's  report*  of  the 
seizure  of  the  British  Steimier  Sir  William  Peel. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Mrginia,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Charles  H. 
Brown,  commanding,  has  been  sent  to  the  Rio  Grande. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Coiamodore,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tera. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  ofth^  Nwvy,  Washington. 

♦Seep.  56S. 


WEST   GULF    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON.  605 

Letter  from  ConnnocUrre  Bell^  IL  S,  Navy^  tp  the  ctyinvmndant  navy 
yard^  Pensacola^  regarding  measures  of  defense  fm*  tliat  place. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
New  Orleam,  Septemhefr  29,  1863. 

Sir:  The  storeship  Feai^not  is  without  the  spars  which  she  required  of. 
you.  They  can't  be  obtained  here  within  a  reasonable  time,  as  the 
timber  is  not  on  market,  and  can  be  had  only  from  the  rebel  domain. 
Be  good  enough  to  have  them  made.  General  Banks  informed  me 
to-day  that  he  will  send  more  troops  to  [Fort]  Barrancas  for  defense 
of  the  navy  yard  and  station  as  soon  as  he  can  find  transportation. 
One  regiment  will  go  immediately.  In  the  meantime,  commodore, 
have  your  vessels  so  placed  as  to  rake  the  approaches  to  the  navy  yard 
walls. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore,  Comdg,  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Commodore  William  Smith, 

Coiiiwandivg  Navy  Yard^  Pefnsacola. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Brime?\  TJ.  S. 

Navy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Neiv  Orleam,  September  29,  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  Frigate  Potmnac  and 
will  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Nightingale  m  Pensacola  Bay. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Comraodm'e,  Comdg.  Western  G ulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Acting  Master  E.  D.  Bruner, 

U.  S.  FHgate  Potomat\  Pennacolu  Bay. 


Letter  from  Commodore  BelU  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier- General  Shep- 
ley,  U.  S.  Army,  regardiiig  a  pass  foi*  provisions  into  the  insurrec- 
tionary district. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orhans,  La. ,  September  W,  1863. 

General:  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  28th  instant  in 
reference  to  convoying  a  large  supply  of  provisions  and  dry  goods 
into  an  insurrcctionarv  district,  ana  which  is  under  blockade. 

The  extract  from  the  President's  order  which  vou  have  done  me  the 
honor  to  enclose  to  me  refers  to  places  not  blockaded  by  the  United 
States  forces. 

Notwithstanding,  as  you  consider  the  supplies  named  in  the  clear- 
ance of  the  Christoplktv  (^vV/rmJw^  as  essential  for  procuring  the  neces- 
sary lumber  required  for  the  army  and  city  of  New  Orleans,  1  will 
cheerfull}^  give  the  necessary  pass  for  the  provisions. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore.  Comdg.  West(^Tn  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Brigadier-Genenil  G.  F.  Shepley, 

Military  G(yr>eimor  of  Ijmisiana,  Nnc  Orleans^ 
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Abstract  log  of  the  U,  iS.  S,  Caf/tfg/r^  L!.euti'iia)it- Commander    IF.  If, 

Dana^  U,  S,  JVavy^  commandhg. 

September  SO^  1H63. — Off  Sabine  Pass.     From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  A  vc^s- 
,  sel  reix)rted  being  ashore  to  the  westward  of  Sabine  Pass.     Stood  to 
the  westward  and  made  sail.     At  6: 10  p.  m.  came  to  with  the  port 
anchor  in  2^  fathoms  of  water  off  the  vessel  ashore. 

October  1, — At  6:30  a.  m.  j^ot  underway  and  stood  in  toward  the 
vessel  ashore,  which  proved  to  be  the  coal  schooner  Manha^^et^  of 
Boston.  Saw  a  number  of  cavalrv  on  shore;  tired  three  shots  with 
30-pounder  rifle  and  three  with  the  20-pounder  rifle  guns  inshore.  A 
three-gun  batter}-  returned  the  fire  from  the  shore.  At  7:30  a.  in. 
stood  baik  for  Sabine  Pass. 

•<Hober'2, — At  5  p.  m.  saw  the  rebel  steamer  C/lftou  and  one  of  the 
river  boat.s  get  unclerway  from  Sabine  C'itv  and  come  as  far  as  the 
light-house.  At  5: 10  got  underway,  wont  to  general  quarters,  and  got 
ready  for  action.  At  5:20  piped  down.  At  5:50  came  to  with  port 
anchor. 

October  4.. — At  9  a.  m.  sent  a  flag  of  truce  into  Sabine  City.  At 
2  p.  m.  the  flag  of  truce  returned  from  shore. 


OrdtfT  of  CommA>dore  lielL  U.  S,  Ay/?'y,  to  Acting  Manter  TibbiUs^  TT.  S. 
Navy^comiaandhig  U,  S.  S.  Arizona^  regarding projurty  tak&n  f}H.rm 
plantations. 

IT.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
Off  New  Orleans,  October  7,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  been  informed  In'  Lieutenant-Conmiander  S.  R.  Franklin, 
senior  officer  of  the  court  of  enc^uiry  sitting  on  board  of  the  Arizona^ 
that  there  is  a  quantity  of  caipeting  and  furniture  on  board  that  vessel 
which  was  taken  from  plantations  up  the  river.  You  will  have  all 
such  property  on  board  of  the  Arizona  properly  packed  and  cont^Mits 
marked  on  the  packages,  together  with  the  name  of  the  e.state  or  owner 
whence  it  was  taken,  and  turned  into  the  navy  store,  taking  a  receipt 
for  the  same. 

Respectfully,  H.  H.  Bell, 

Coinmodirre. 

Acting  Master  IL  Tibbits, 

Comvianding  U,  S,  S.  Arizona. 


Ord^r  of  Commodore  licV^  f\  S.  Navy.,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Wiggin^  U.  S.  JVary,  command i^ig  U.  S,  S.  Tenne^Mee,  to  cooptrate 
with  engineer  officer  in  examination  of  the  Tijcan  coast. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Nno  Orleans,  October  il\  1863. 

Sir:  Captain  Baker,  U.  S.  Engineers,  will  take  passage  with  you  in 
the  Tennessee  for  the  purpose  of  examining  Brazos  liiver,  Pass  Cavallo, 
Pass  Aransas,  Brazos  Santiago,  and  Rio  Grande  bars,  and  you  will 
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please  give  him  every  assistance  in  boats,  officers,  and  men  for  accom- 
plishing the  objects  of  his  service,  and  return  to  this  city  as  soon  as 
tinishea. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  BsLii, 
(J(yininodor(\  CmnSg,  Western  Gtdf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  Wiggin, 

Commanding  U.  S,  S,  Tennessee, 


Order  of  Cmnniodore  Bell^  U.  S,  Natry^  to  Captain  Gillis^  [L  S.  Navy^ 

regarding  special  service  on  the  coast  of  Texa^, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Nein  Orleans.  Octobtr  2,  1863, 

Sir:  You  will  please  have  the  Tennessee  promptly  discharged  of  the 

Erovisions  and  stores  on  board  of  her  for  your  squadron  and  allow 
er  to  proceed  down  the  coast  on  special  service.     She  will  return  by 
way  of  Galveston  and  Sabine  without  detention. 

If  3"ou  could  give  me  exact  information  about  the  defenses  at  Brazos 
River  and  that  bar  I  would  be  glad  to  receive  it.     Crone,  the  pilot, 
knows  more  alx)ut  that  bar  than  anyone  I  have  seen;  but  we  mudt 
keep  him  for  the  ba\',  unless  we  can't  find  another  pilot  for  Brazos. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,^  Comdg,  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tenr. 

Captain  John  P.  Gillis, 

IL  S.  S,  Ossipee^  Senior  Officer,,  Coirndg,  off  Galveston, 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,,  U,  S,  Navy,,  to  Commander  Rolando,,  U,  S, 
Navi/^  commanding  U,  S,  S.  Seminole,,  to  furnish  explanation  in 
answrrto  complaints  made  by  the  commanding  officer  of  II,  B,  M,  S, 
Buzzard, 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacx)la, 
Off  Nem  Orleans,  Octohet^  2,  1863, 

Sir:  In  the  course  of  a  call  which  Commander  Martin,  of  H.  B.  M. 
steam  sloop  Buzzard,,  made  upon  me  yesterday  he  mentioned  your  hav- 
ing i;poken  him  otf  the  Rio  Grande,  and  that  after  having  done  so  3'ou 
followed  him  up,  approachimg  "close  alongside  of  him,  your  men 
being  at  quarters  and  tompions  out,"  in  a  menacing  manner;  also  some- 
thing about  harsh  treatment  of  the  crow  of  the  Sir  William  Peel  and 
a  letter  which  Captain  Hood,  of  the  /^yA^d^r.y,  addressed  you  on  that 
subject.  As  I  had  no  report  from  you  touching  those  sub]  ejsts,  1  could 
say  nothing,  and  have  to  request  you  will  inform  me  of  the  particu- 
lars for  the  information  of  the  Navy  Department  if  they  shall  require  it. 

In  the  exercise  of  ))elligerent  rights  the  Government  requires  of  its 
otiicers  vigilance  and  firmness  and  that  they  shall  not  abate  any  of  its 
claims  of  visitation  and  search.  At  the  same  time  they  are  expected 
to  observe  a  courteous  deportment,  carefully  avoiding  doing  any  act 
which  we  would  not  tolerate  in  others  toward  ourselves. 
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I   have  no  doubt  that  the   incident  referred  to   by  Commander 
Martin  is  a  misapprehension  which  you  will  readily  explain. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodiyre^  Coindg.  Wefitern  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Commander  Henry  Rolanix), 

U.  S,  S.  Seminole. 


lit'port  of  Acthig  Master  Smithy  U.  S.  Nai^^  rnminanding  U.  S.  S> 
li(frinmhf^  roifardimq  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner  Florrie^ 
Octoher'2,  1863. 

U.  S.  S.  Bermuda, 
rhiliidelphia,  October  IS,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  English  schooner 
Fhtrrie^  on  the  2d  of  October,  6  miles  from  Matagorda,  Tex.,  purport- 
ing to  be  l>ound  from  New  Orleans  to  Rio  (Jrande.  When  boarded  he 
pretended  that  he  did  not  know  his  position  and  thought  he  was  80 
miles  from  the  land.  1  seized  her  as  a  lawful  prize  for  violating  the 
blockade  and  sent  her  to  New  Orleans  for  adjudication.  She  was 
loaded  with  medicines,  wines,  saddles,  and  assorted  cargo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Smith, 
Acting  Master^  Commanding, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretai^y  of  the  Navy, 


Report  of  Commodore  Btlf,,  IL  S.  JVavy^  re(/ardi7ig  the  ajrpointm^mt  of 
Lieutenant' Commander  Franklin  as  feet  captain, 

U.  S.  S.  Pen8A(X)la, 
Neir  Orleans^  Octttht^  S,,  1863, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  appointed  Lieuten- 
ant-Commander S.  R.  Franklin  fleet  captain  of  this  squadron,  subjet't 
to  your  approval. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Franklin  was  ordered  to  the  ctmmiand  of 
the  Oneida  by  Admiml  Farragut,  but  in  conseijuence  of  commanding 
officers  having  been  sent  to  the  squadron  by  the  Department,  he  is  at 
present  without  a  command.  The  services  of  an  officer  in  the  ]X)sition 
to  >vhich  I  have  appointed  him  are  so  necessary  in  this  squadron  that 
1  have  deemed  it  proper  to  do  so. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

H.  II.  Bell, 
Cominanding  ^Yest  G id f  Blockading  Sfjuadnm  pro  te7n.. 

Hon.  Gideon  W>.lles, 

Secretary  of  th^  Navy. 
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Order  of  Commodore  Bell^  JJ.  S.  Navy^  to  Commander  Sartori^  U.  S. 
ifavy^  to  assume  conmtand  of  tne  U.  8.  shij)  Portsmouth. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans^  October  J,  1S6S. 

Sir:  •You  will  proceed  without  delay  on  board  of  the  U.  S.  ship 
Port&tnouth  and  assume  command  of  her. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Comdg.  Western  Gidf  Blockdg,  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Commander  Lewis  C.  Sartori, 

New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Cmnmodore  Bell^  TJ*  S.  Naoy^  regarding  the  diHappearance 
of  fever  on  hoard  the  U.  S.  S.  Colorado  ana  other  vessels. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans^  October  S^  1863. 

Sir:  1  am  happy  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  fever  which 
appeared  on  board  of  the  Colorado  off  Mobile  Bar,  and  of  the  vessels 
lying  in  this  river,  has  disappeared,  except  a  few  cases  convalescing 
in  the  hospitals. 

The  Colorado  and  Gertr^ide  were  the  only  vessels  that  took  the  fever 
while  on  outside  blockade.  The  Gertrude  went  into  Pensacola  and  I 
have  no  definite  advices  from  there. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore.,  Comdg.   West  G id f  Blockading  Sq^iadron  pro  tern, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Naiyy.,  Washington. 


Instruetums  from  Commod/yrt  Bell^  U.  S.  Nai^y.,  to  Commodt^re 
Thatcher^  U.  S.  Navy.,  upon  asHuniing  the  command  of  the  MobiU 
blockade. 

U.  8.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orlmns^  October  3^  186 J. 

Commodore:  I  have  received  your  report  of  having  relieved  Cap- 
tain Goldsborough  of  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  steam  frigate  Colorado 
and  of  the  command  of  the  blockade  off  Mobile  Bar. 

I  am  delighted  to  hear  that  the  fever  has  left  the  Colarado^t  and  trust 
it  has  disappeared  from  the  navy  yard,  Pensacola,  where  your  sup- 
plies are  stored.  If  it  shall  continue  there,  dispatch  me  the  Eugenie 
to  the  lake  with  requisitions  for  such  provisions  and  stores  as  may  be 
indispensable  for  the  vessels  on  blockade  off  Mobile. 

You  must  give  me  time  to  charter,  load,  and  battle  against  head 
winds  and  calms.  I  have  no  steamers  to  send.  I  am  loading  a  vessel 
with  700  tons  coal  to  supply  you  at  Ship  Island.  One  was  recently 
sent  there  with  400  tons. 
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The  Genesee  belongs  outside  of  the  sound  and  was  sent  inside  on 
account  of  some  threatened  raid  of  rams  on  Ship  Island,  the  JadcBon^ 
Calhoun^  and  Vinceyin^s  being  the  regular  vessels  for  those  waters. 
But  please  bear  in  mind  that  you  are  responsible  for  the  entire 
blockade  there,  as  well  inside  the  sound  as  off  the  bar.  You  will  dis- 
pose of  the  vessels  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  that  service,  only  it  is 
essential  that  you  keep  the  Jackmn  and  Calhmtn  in  the  sound  and  in 
sight  of  Grant's  Pass.  I  have  to  request  you  to  keep  your  vessels  on 
blockade  as  lone  as  you  can;  those  that  you  may  report  broken  down 
will  be  relievea  as  soon  as  vessels  can  l)e  repaired  here  to  take  their 
places. 

One-fourth  of  the  fleet  are  here  undergoing  repairs,  and  can  be  sent 
forth  but  slowly.  Moreover,  we  are  straitened  for  oflicers  and  crews 
and  have  to  rob  the  vessels  not  ready  for  sea  in  order  to  send  out 
those  that  are. 

Look  sharp  for  the  enemy  from  without  as  well  as  from  within. 
Run  down,  commodore,  anything  that  threatens  you  from  outside 
waters. 

No  vessel  can  stand  the  shock  of  any  of  yours  striking  her  at  full 
speed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Comdg.  Wesietn  Gulf  Blockdg,  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Commodore  Henry  K.  Thatcher, 
U.  S.  S.  Colorado^  off  Mobile  Bar, 


Order  of  Rear- Adnthud  yarra<fut^  U,  S,  Nam^U>  Lieutenant  Watson^ 
tJ,  aS.  Navy^  to  report  for  duty  on  the  U,  S.  S.  Hartford, 

New  York,  (Mtiber  5,  1868. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  New  York  and  report  to  me  for  duty  as 
my  flag-lieutenant  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Hartford, 
Very  respectfully, 

I).  G.  Farragut, 

Rear'Adravral'. 
Jno.  C.  Watson,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Fl'ag- Lieutenant  of  Westetm  Gulf  Blockading  Squ<idro^u 


Repirrt  of  Commodore    Thatch^r„  U,  S,  Navi^,,  requesting  temporary 

relief  Hteamei^a  f/i*  the  Mobile  blockade, 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  C/Olorado, 

Blockade  off  Mobile,  October  6,  186S. 

Sir:  I  have  only  time  to  write  a  line  to  say  that  we  are  all  in  usual 
health  and  to  beg  of  you  if  possible  to  give  me  some  relief  steamers  to 
take  the  place,  temporarily,  of  the  Kanawha ,^  requiring  repairs  and 
coal;  also  of  the  Lackavxinna^  also  out  of  coal,  and  must  be  absent 
three  days  just  as  the  moon  is  growing  small.  Captain  Strong  desired 
to  go  to  New  Orleans  to  coal  and  calk  spar  deck;  he  left  here  just 
before  the  full  moon  and  has  not  yet  returned. 

The  little  Eugenie,,  verj'  valuable  and  indispensable  as  a  dispatch 
boat,  as  also  for  night  duty  inshore,  requires  a  complete  overhc^ul  and 
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calking  alt  over,  and,  as  it  will  be  aecessary  to  send  her  very  soon  into 
port  for  this  purpose,  can  you  not  send  me  a  siihstitute  for  her  during 
ner  absence?     Please  excuse  my  want  of  method,  as  I  hniTv  to  get  my 
note  off  by  an  army  transport  en  route  for  New  Orleans. 
I  am,  verv  respectrullv,  your  ol>edient  servant. 

H.  K.  Thatchkk. 

OtunmodQi-i.: 
t!oftimodor«  H.  H.  Kki.l, 

Viiimiij.  Wi.'jff,:ni  li'ilf  Bloi'kJg.  Si/mniron^  f.lc,  Keir  Orleans. 


Report  of  Acting  Voluntfrrr  Lleuti-ndnf.  Brinru,  U.  S.  jVat^j/,comtii(md- 

i,m  U.  S,  iS.  Virginia,  regarding  the  grounde  of  capture  of  the  Brit- 
ish ecfu/inier  Jenny. 

U.  S.  S.  Virginia, 
Of  C'mist  of  Texas,  October  6',  JitfS. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  6th  instant,  while  this 
vessel  was  lying  on  the  American  side  of  the  boundary  line  which 
separates  Texaj*  from  Mexico,  I  saw  the  English  schooner  ./snwy  get 
underway  from  American  waters  to  proceed  to  sea.  I  therefore  sent 
an  officer  on  board  to  examine  her  papei-s. 

I  found  her  manifest  was  dated  September  17,  while  her  log  book 
showed  that  she  did  not  finish  loading  till  October  4.  The  manifest, 
the  Mexican  clearance,  and  the  U.  S.  consul's  billof  health  stated  New 
York  to  be  her  port  of  destination,  but  the  owner's  letter  of  instnic- 
tions  to  the  captain  oi-ders  him  to  stop  at  Naj^sau  and  there  follow  the 
directions  of  Messrs.  Saunders  &  Son. 

The  English  and  American  consuls'  bills  of  health  specify  six  men 
and  no  passengers,  but  I  found  a  passenger  on  board  named  Louis 
Mund. 

The  provisional  certificate  of  reeistry  of  the  vessel  specilies  that 
Messi-a.  Hale  &  Co.,  merchants,  of  Matamoras,  are  the  sole  and  only 
owners  of  the  vessel;  but  by  the  letters  of  instruction  to  the  captain, 
I  tind  that  a  person  by  the  name  of  Charles  Frederic  Jenny  is  the 
actual  owner  of  this  schooner  Jenny. 

1  find  also  an  agreement  between  Julius  Schlickum  (agent  for  Charles 
F.  Jenny,  the  owner  of  the  schooner  Jenny)  and  J.  Johnson,  master  of 
.mid  schooner,  by  which  the  rate  of  wages  is  fixed  for  the  services  of 
the  captain  on  the  voyage,'  and  the  duties  specified  which  he  is  to  per- 
form for  the  said  Charles  F.  Jenny,  owner  of  the  said  .schooner  Jenny. 

Upon  these  grounds  I  consider  her  a  lawful  prize,  and  accordingly 
sena  her  to  New  Orleaa'i  for  adjudication. 

Her  cargo  consists  of  154  balea  of  cotton. 

At  the  time  of  the  capture  we  were  lying  in  7  fathoms  of  water, 
with  the  center  of  the  bar  bearing  by  compass  west  by  .south;  the 
schooner  Jt^n iiy  was  boaided  when  bearing  to  tne  north  and  west  of  us, 
distant  about  1^  miles. 

Enclosed  please  find  prize  list  of  this  vessel  at  time  of  the  capture. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Chas.  H.  Brown, 
ActlniiVolindef-r  LleHtewnd^Comm-iiuhnyU.  S.  S.  Virginia. 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  JVavjf,  Waehiitytun^  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Vommodo^^e  Belt,  U:  S:  Navy,  re^oMin^  the  d^fioiehcy  bf 

qjficers  and  men  in  the  v^sels  of  nis  d&miflMndi 

tJ.  8;  Steam  Sloop  PensaooLa, 
Off  New  Orleans,  La.,  October  6 ^  1863. ^ 

.  Sik:  I  nave  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith  annexed,  the  deficiencies 
in  the  officers  and  crown  of  this  s(]uadron.  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  in 
sending  a  vessel  to  sea  it  is  necessary  in  every  instance  to  take  officers 
from  those  repairing  here,  and  I  would  further  add  that  there  is  hardly 
a  vessel  in  this  s<|u:^ron  whose  efficiency  is  not  considerably  impaired 
for  want  of  officers  and  men.  I,  therefoi'e,  respectfuUy  reque^  that 
these  deficiencies  may  t>e  supplied.  I  would  also  state  the  terms  of 
enlistment  of  the  mer  *'e  constantly  expiring,  but  I  am  compelled  to 
retain  them  until  their  places  can  be  supplied  by  recruits. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,  Vomdy.  Wef<t  G~nlf  Blockdy*  Sqwudrwi pro  tenu 

lion*  GlDteON  WelLeS- 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Wti^hliujtimi 

[Eiiclwiire.] 
iji»l  of  nffitm  and  mm  d^fkieul  itt  the  ]yestfrn  (itUf  Blwrkudrng  Squadnm* 


officers.  Men. 


Lieutenaiit-commandcrK 3  |!  Seamen 

LieutenantM \h  |,  Onlinary  Meamcn 

Acting  iMisignn  and  maMters i  40  ,i  Landfonvn 

First  awiMtant  engineern j    1    >  FlrHt-claw*  Hrenien  . . 

Second  aiMdwiant  engineers I    2  i ■  Seoond-claiw  flremen 

Third  asnistant  enginconi l    8  i'  Oml  heavers 

Acting  asHistant  wirgeons i    2  '|  Boys 

Acting  nuwters*  mates 40  ',  Marines 

I 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  LamMm,  U,  S.  Navy,  commundim/  U.  S.  S. 
Granite  City^  rtgardimj  t^'])edition  forthe  aet<truction  ofihr  British 
Hchoontr  Concuraia, 

U.  S.  S.  Granftk  City, 
Off  Sahine,  Octiiber  6,  186S. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  orders  1  left  this  anchorage  at  2  a.  m.  yes- 
terday for  Calcasieu  raSvS,  to  ascertain  if  the  English  schooner  Von- 
eordia  had  succeeded  in  running  the  blockade  at  tnat  place,  and  if  so, 
to  either  capture  or  cause  her  destruction.  At  daylight  anchored  off 
the  pass  and  discovered  the  s<'hooner  in  the  bayou,  some  5  miles  dis- 
tant. I  immediately  armed  and  dispatched  first  cutter  and  gig  under 
command  of  Acting  Master  A.  H.  Atkinson  and  Acting  Ensign  Berry 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  or  capturing  her.  The  boats  pulled 
into  the  bayou  and  approachea  within  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  the 
schooner,  when  they  aiscovered  a  considerable  cavalry  force  upon  the 
bank  near  her  anchorage,  but  continuing  to  advance  soon  discovered  the 
schooner  to  be  on  fire,  fore  and  aft.  Having  remained  sufticient  time 
to  be  certain  of  h(>r  destruction,  and  the  cavalry  approaching,  deemed 
it  prudent  to  make  the  best  of  their  wav  out ;  but  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  the  object  of  the  expedition  was  fully  accomplished. 
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It  gives  me  pleasure  to  add  that  Actine  Master  Atkinson  has  been 
in  the  service  since  July,  1861,  and  has  always  been  prompt  and  for- 
ward in  volunteering  for  any  and  every  service  of  tnis  kind,  and  is 
particularly  energetic  and  zealous  in  the  performance  of  all  his  duties. 
I  would  respectfully  request  you  to  forward  this  report  to  the 
Department,  if  it  meets  your  approbation. 

I  have  the  honor. to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Lamson, 

Commanding. 
Commodore  Henry  Rolando, 

U.  S.  S.  Senmwle^  Connnandlng  off  Sahine  Pom^  Texas, 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Farragut^  U,  S.  Navy^  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  NoAxy^^  requesting  instruetionH  regarding  hts  return  to  duty, 

AsTOR  House,  N.  Y.,  October  G^  \18eS\ 

Sir:  I  am  informed  by  Captain  Jenkins  that  steam  will  be  gotten  up 
on  the  Richmond  to-day,  to  test  the  boilers  and  endues,  and  that  she 
will  be  ready  for  sea  in  two  or  three  days.  The  Imrtford  will  not  be 
ready  in  two  or  three  weeks,  if  so  soon.  I  cap  sail  in  the  Richmond^ 
if  such  is  the  wish  of  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,,  Washington, 


Order  of  the  SecrHary  of  the  .VV/yv/  tit  Rear-Adwiral'  Farrayut,,  U,  S, 
Nary,^  to  rdurn  to  (hity  in  the  f\  S,  S,  Hartford  whtm  that  ressf^l  Is 
ready  for  nea  semi  re. 

Navy  Department,  October  7,  186S. 

Sir:  In  repl}^  to  yours  of  the  Htli  instant,  the  Department  informs 
you  that  it  does  not  require  you  to  go  out  in  the  Richmond,,  but  desires 
that  you  will  urge  the  prepanitions  of  the  Hartford  for  sea  service,  in 
order  that  vou  may  reacii   vour  station   bv  the  end  of  the  current 

•  •  •  • 

month. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Rear-Adniiml  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Conananding  West  Gidf  Bhckadlny  Squadron,,  Neio  York, 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell^  U.  S,  Navy^  to  the  Chief  of  Bureau  of 
Constmctixyn  and  Repair,  requesting  direction  in  the  matter  of  th£ 
raising  of  the  U,  S,  S,  Vanina, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,,  October  7,  186S, 

Sir:  I  informed  you  on  the  11th  September  that  Captain  S.  B.  Mil- 
ler, the  agent  of  Bushnell  for  raising  the  Varwna,,  had  informed  me  of 
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his  readincsH  to  be^in  the  work.  He  subsoquentlj'  examined  her  and 
stated  to  mo  that  he  could  not  obtain  here  the  neeessarv  means  for  rais- 
ing  her  and  would  have  to  go  to  New  York  for  them,  and  I  hare  not 
heard  from  him  since. 

A  few  days  ago,  however,  a  party  with  whom  Admiral  Farra^t 
contracted  for  raising  th(»  wrecks  of  rebel  vessels  sunk  in  the  river, 
and  who  are  provided  with  the  requisite  conveniences,  informed  me 
that  Mr.  Bushneirs  agent  has  proposed  to  them  to  mise  the  Varnna^ 
and  wished  to  know  if  I  would  sanction  the  contract.  I  told  them  I 
would  not  without  your  direction.  I  think,  however,  this  party  would 
raise  her  promptly. 

In  the  present  stage  of  the  river  the  Va7'unu  is  quite  accessible. 
When  the  water  rises  she  will  he  submerged  and  more  difficult  to  work 
upon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Comvwdwe^Comdg,  West  (rulf  Bflcdg,  Sqvndrov  prnftm^. 

John  Lenthall,  Esq., 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  C(nt^stru<'tion  and  Repair^  Washingt(/n, 


Report  of  Comviamh^r  RoJnndo^  U,  S,  37//'//,  frans?nitti?i(/  repr>rt  regard- 
inq  hoo  vt^aseli^^  carrying  a?N munition  to  the  (bnfed^ratea^  disawtTed 
oj^  CaIcaM7eu  Ritvr, 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 
Sabine  Pa^n,  October  IS,  1863. 

Sir:  Enclosed  I  forward  to  you  a  report  from  Lieutenant-Commander 
Dana,  of  the  Cayuga^  of  a  reconnoissance  on  which  I  sent  him  on  the 
morning  of  the  7th,  as  far  as  Mermentau  River,  looking  into  Calcasieu 
on  his  way  there  and  back.  Of  its  successful  result  you  will  see  the 
importance  from  the  destruction  of  powder  on  its  way  to  the  rebels 
in  two  schooners,  which  were  destroyed  by  Lieutenant-Commander 
Dana. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  rebels  are  supplied  through  these  two  inlets 
with  quantities  of  arms  and  annnunition. 

I  would  request  that  another  vessel  be  added  to  this  blockade  for  the 
express  purpose  of  enabling  me  to  spare  one  to  cruise  up  and  down 
the  coast  as  far  as  these  jjasses  and  stop  the  supply  of  arms  and  jwwder 
which  is  finding  its  way  into  Texas  through  tnese  facilities. 

The  rebels  in  Sabine  Pass  have  the  Cliftfyn  and  Sachem  in  working 
order.  We  see  them  daily  moving  up  and  down  the  pass  under  sti^iin. 
and  besides  them,  four  cotton  boats.  So  you  will  see  that  none  of  my 
present  force  can  be  spared  from  here  witliout  weakening  that  left  t(K) 
much,  and  I  would  recjuest  that  another  vessel  might  bo  added  to  the 
present  force  hen»,  as  the  rebels  outnumber  us  two  t^)  one,  now  that 
the  Clifton  and  Sachem  are  in  working  order. 
1  our  obedient  servant, 

II.  ROIANDO, 

Comynaiuhr,  A\  i^.  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Coinynanding  Western  Gulf  lihtckading  Squadron  jm*  tern. 


r 
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OfS'<fn 


U.  S.  S.  Catuoa, 

Pass,  I'.x..  (htfSer/i.  1803. 


8ir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant, 
while  off  Calciii^ieu  River,  l/ouisiana,  saw  a  schooner  and  a  sloop, 
both  under  sail,  and  both  some  distance  from  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
near  the  lake.  While  watching  their  movement*,  made  a  sail  to  the 
eastward  and  stood  for  her  (a  schooner  trying  to  jfet  into  Mermentau 
River).  I  fired  several  shots,  some  of  which  fell  near  her.  She  went 
ashore  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  the  beach  and  dropped  her  main 
peak.  1  manned  and  lowered  boats,  and  at  that  time  another  sail  was 
made  on  our  starboard  bow  to  the  eastward.  I  sent  one  boat  to  the 
vessel  which  wa-s  already  aground  and  stood  for  the  other  sail,  which 
was  working  inshore,  the  wind  offshore.  A  rain  squall  came  up  and 
for  a  time  I  lost  sight  of  her.  When  the  weather  cleared  up  I  saw 
she  was  quite  a  large  schooner  and  in  range  of  bow  gun.  After  tiring 
one  shell,  which  struck  very  near  her,  sne  immediately  went  about 
and  the  next  moment  blew  up,  leaving  nothing  in  sight  but  some 
burning  fragments.  How  she  could  go  about  in  the  manner  she  did 
without  some  person  on  board  1  can  not  imagine.  Her  boat  was 
shortly  afterwards  discovered  halfway  inshore.  At  the  time  of  the 
explosion  the  Cayuga  was  within  three-fourths  to  1  mile  of  her,  and  I 
judge  she  must  have  iiad  a  large  amount  of  powder  on  board,  from 
the  concussion  and  great  cloud  of  smoke  which  hung  over  her,  and 
her  being  blown  to  atoms. 

I  immediately  stood  into  2  fathoms  water,  as  near  as  I  could 
approach  the  otner  vessel,  which  proved  to  be  the  PiiskvuitaJui^  from 
Havana,  with  a  cjtrgo  of  rum,  claret,  and  gunpowder.  On  our  boat's 
crew  getting  on  board  of  her,  it  was  discovered  that  she  had  been  set 
on  fire  by  her  irow,  which  had  left  her  a  few  minutes  before  and 
were  pulling  for  the  shore.  One  of  a  number  of  kegs  of  powder  had 
been  opened,  and  a  match,  which  was  inserted  in  the  hole,  was  on 
fire;  this  was  taken  out  and,  with  the  keg,  thrown  overlioard  by 
Thomas  Morton,  ordinary  seaman.  The  cargo  was  all  taken  out  bv 
boats,  and,  after  working  until  4  p.  m.  trying  to  heave  her  off  with 
an  anchor,  finally  set  fire  to  her,  leaving  3  Kegs  of  powder,  which 
blew  the  after  part  of  the  vessel  to  pieces  and  burned  her  to  the 
water's  edge.  The  English  ensign  was  found  on  boai-d  the  Piinhiui- 
^»/(ti,  alsoQer  papers.  Her  muster  roll,  which  contained  the  names 
of  3  Englishmen,  1  Italian,  and  X  Portuguese,  was  dated  Havana, 
September  22,  1863,  and  was  signed  by  John  V.  Crawford,  her 
Britannic  Majesty's  acting  consul-general  in  Cuba. 

The  powder  found  on  noard  was  of  French  manufacture  {Ul  kilo- 
grams to  the  keg). 

A  few  articles  which  are  very  necessary  to  the  vessels  of  the 
squadron  have  been  retained  and  distributed.  The  spirituous  liquors 
will  lie  sent  to  New  Orleans. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Dana, 
Lmitenani-Ctiuimmider  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Caywja, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nam/,  WaahmgUm,  D,  C. 
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Order  of  Coinmodore  Belh  V.  S.  Navy^  to  Commander Mvllanvy  U,  S. 
Navy^  commjanding  U.  S,  S,  Bienvilh^  U}  proceed  to  New  York. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans^  October  8y  186S. 

Sir:  The  boilers  of  the  Bienville  requiring  extensive  repairs,  you 
will  proceed  in  the  Bienrllle  to  the  navy  yard,  New  York- for  the 
needful  repairs,  and  report  your  arrival  ttere  to  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy. 

Very  respectfullj^ 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commxydore^  Co^mlg.  West  Gulf  Bl^)ckading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Commander  J.  R.  M.  Mullany, 

Cmnmanding  U.  S,  S.  Bierwille^  New  Orl-eans, 


Report  of  Commodt/re  BelL  U.   S.  Navu^  reqarding  the  departure  of 

the  U.  S.  o.  Bienville  for  ^e\o  York. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans^  October  8, 1863. 

Sir:  The  Bienville,  under  the  command  of  Commander  J.  R.  M. 
Mullany,  requiring  extensive  repairs  which  can  not  be  done  here  for 
want  of  materials,  has  been  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  navy  yard,  New 
York,  for  the  needful  repairs,  and  will  start  to-day. 
I  have  the  honor  to  l)e,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
(•onim<pdore^  (Unndif.  Went  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pin  tern, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Hecri'tary  if  the  Xnry^  Washingtoiu  IK  (\ 


Rv}nn*t  of  i^nhnniHlitrr  Ut'lK  l\  'V.  Naey^reyfrrdlng  Hutritary  ronditimis 

in  thr  squad nni  undrr  hin  oouinumd, 

r.  S.  Stjl^m  Su)oi»  Pexsacx)la, 

New^  Orlcann.^  (htt)l>er  <V,  ISii*^. 

Sir:  1  would  respectfully  inform  the  Department  that  the  malady 
which  has  affe<*ted  some  of  the  vessels  at  this  j>ort  still  continues  to 
manifest  itself,  though  in  a  rather  milder  form  since  the  weather  has 
become  cooler.  There  are  not  so  manv  fatal  cases  as  at  its  first 
appearance. 

The  Pensacola^  Estrflla.,  Pbwln^  Fearnot.,  and  Holly hocJc  are  the 
only  vessels  that  have  been  infected.  1  am  happy  to  state  that  the 
fever  has  disappeared  entirely  from  the  Colorado  and  that  the  block- 
ade off  Mobile  is  in  a  good  sanitary  condition. 

The  reports  from  Pensacola  Bay  have   been  so  unsatisfactory  that 
I  can  write  nothing  definite  about  the  health  of  the  vessels  there, 
although  I  understand  they  have  suffered  quite  severel}'. 
1  have  the  honor  to  ^>e,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
C(UniiuHlort\  Comdij,  TIW  Gulf  Blochiding  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  (iiDEON  Welles, 

Srcreta7*y  of  the  Naty,  Washington. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Bell,,  U,  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  improved  sani- 
tary conditions  on  hoard  the  U.  S,  aS,  Colorado, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensagola, 

Neio  Orleans,  October  8, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  fever 
has  entirely  disappeared  from  the  Colorado^  and  there  appears  to  be 
no  sufficient  reason  for  sending  her  north  as  a  sanitary  measure  at  this 
time,  although  I  think  it  should  be  done  in  the  course  of  the  coming 
winter,  in  order  to  eifectually  disinfect  the  ship  in  anticipation  of  next 
summer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
CaininodoTe^Comdg.  Wester9i  Gulf  Blockdg,  Squadron  pro  tefrn. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,)  Washington. 

[Endorsement.] 

Direct  the  Colorado  to  arrive  in  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  about  the  1st 
of  February,  1864.  [G.  V.  F.] 

Report  of  Acting  Ensign    Clark,,  U.  S.  Naiyy,  regarding  his  capture^ 

Octoher  ^,  186S,,  imprisonment^  and  parole. 

MiDDLETowN,  CoNN.,  OctobeT^B,^  186^. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  8th  of  October,  1863, 
while  attached  to  the  U.  S.  schooner  John  Griffith,^  Acting  Master 
Henry  Brown,  commanding,  off  Big  Bayou  [Bayou  Grande],  Pensacola, 
Fla.,  I  was  sent  ashore  for  the  purpose  of  getting  spars  for  boat,  tak- 
ing with  me  the  dingey  and  Sylvester  Comither  (captain's  cook,  col- 
ored). While  there  I  discovered  the  enemy  and  immediatelj'  jumped 
into  my  boat  and  pulled  for  the  vessel.  When  about  30  feet  from  the 
shore  the  enemy  came  down  and  ordered  me  to  surrender,  threaten- 
ing to  shoot  ine  if  I  did  not  comply.  Seeing  no  chance  to  escape  I 
surrendered  mysc^lf  and  man  prisoners  of  war  to  Brigadier-General 
Clanton,  C  S.  Army.  I  was  taken  to  Mobile,  and  left  on  the  20th 
for  Richmond,  Va.,  leaving  Sylve.ster  Comither  there,  and  have  not 
seen  or  heard  of  [him]  since. 

On  the  18th  of  October,  1864,  1  was  i)aroled  at  Richmond,  Va.,  and 
arrived  inside  of  our  lines  on  that  date. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RoBT.  M.  Clark, 
Acth^g  Evsign,  U.  S.  Na^ry. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^   Waf<hhigto7i^  D,  C, 


Report  of  coinnuimianf   Pensacola  navy  yard,^  regarding  capture  of 
Acting  Ens'uin  Cl(rrl\  U,  S,  Nai>y,^  from  U.  S.  schooner  Jolm  Grif- 
fith, Octobers,  1863. 

Commandant's  Office, 
Navy  Yard,  Pemacola,  Fla.,  Octoher  12,  1863. 

Sir:  In  the  evening  of  the  8th  instant  I  received  a  note  from  Colo- 
nel [William  C.J  Holbrook,  the  commanding  officer  at  Barraivc»».^ 


r  infori 
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informing  me  that  late  iu  the  aftemooQ  the  euenij  haJ  attacked  his 
pickets,  flnd  after  a  short  Hkirniisli  retreated  into  the  woods;  he  judged 

i'  their  force  to  lie  alxiut  2iX>;  he  thought  they  were  feeling  the  po^ition^ 

of  the  negro  pickets. 

On  the  next  day,  the  9th,  late  in  the  afternoon,  another  but  slighter 
attack  was  made  on  the  pickets  near  Barrancas  with  muBketry,  whioh 
was  answered  by  musketry  and  a  few  discharges  from  howitzers.     The 
commanding  officers  of  our  vessels  anchored  off  the  mouth  of  the  Big 
Bayou  [Bayou  GrandeJ,  hearing  the  firing,  and  thinking  some  of  the 
enemy  might  be  in  the  thick  woods  on  tiie  north  side  of  the  bayoi 
fired  a  few  shot  and  shell  in  that  direction,  but  without  any  g< 
result,  as  no  enemy  was  there;  they  had  been  gone  some  hours,  as 
have  since  learned. 

On  the  9th  [8th],  in  the  forenoon  Mr.  Robert  M.  Clark,  acting  enaij 
on  board  the  schooner  John  GriMth,  one  of  the  vessels  lying  off  t 
bayou,  was,  with  a  negro  man,  ordered  on  shore  on  the  south(our)  side 
the  bayou  to  cut  a  sapling  for  boat's  mast.     TJiev  crossed  over  to  the 
north  (enemy's)  side,  where  they  were  captured,  as  was  also 
known  as  "Old  Tom,"  who  lived  near  the  mouth  of  the  liayou. 

Yesterday,  the  11th  instant,  "Old  Tom"  returned  and  informed  , 
officers  at  lie  bayou  that  the  enemy's  force  was  1,0C0  infantry,  ua( 

I  the  immediate  command  of  Brigadier-General  Clanton,  whose  hi 

quarters  are  at  Pollard,  about  50  miles  from  here.     On  leaving 
vicinity  of  the  bayou  on  the  9th  instant,  they  proceeded  towara  ! 
lard,  and  halted  at  a  picket  station  about  16  miles  from  Pensacola, 
where  were  500  cavalry.     At  this  place  "Old  Tom"  was  released. 

The  troops  had  no  provisions  except  what  they  carried  in  their  hav- 
ersacks, and  could  remain  but  a  very  short  time.  What  was  the, 
object  of  their  visit  I  am  unable  to  say. 

If  it  was  for  a  reconnoissance  they  have  learned  that  any 
made  on  this  place  without  artillery  must   fail:  and   if   they  n 
another  attack  they  will  probably  be  furnished  with  that  arm, 

It  is  reported  that  Clanton  said  he  was  only  after  the  negro  soldiei 
that  he  would  not  fire  on  the  white  pickets,  but  that  every  black  pici 
that  could  be  seen  would  be  shot. 

A  regiment  of  negro  infantry.  500  strong,  was  sent  here  a  sh). 
time  since  from  New  Orleans,  and  another  regiment  of  the  same  ki 
is  exjwcted  in  a  few  days. 

^^^^      1  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

^^^L  W.  Smith, 

^^^H  Ccwiiniihif^  Commmidingi 

^^^B    Hon.  OiDRON  Wri,i.es, 

^^B  Secretary  uf  ffip  .Yat^'j,  WiiHlihu/t'm^  I).  ( 


Afmlnn't 


uf    th^    V.     S.    >fcluMU:l-    John 

■  H.  Bnnm,  U.  S.  Ntmy,  mv 


Griffith,  Acting   Mam 
mafiiHnr/. 


Octob(3-8,  1863.^  At  11:30  Mr.  Clark  and  Comither  went  on  atu  _ 
to  cut  boat  masts.  At  i  p.  m.  Mr.  Clark  and  Comither  not  returning" 
sent  the  second  cutter  close  in  to  shore  to  learn  something  of  them. 
Boats  returned  without  any  word  of  them.  From  (}  to  8  got  the 
schooner  in  position  for  shelling  the  shore.  At  8  sent  boat  to  the  ii 
■d  with   letter  to  the  flag-oflicer.     At  8:.^0  cast  loose  our  gui 
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Learned  that  Mr.  Clark,  executive  officer,  and  Sylvester  Comither  had 
been  captured  at  12  noon  by  the  rebels. 

Oct6oer9, — At  12:30  a.  m.  thepicketson  shore  tired  a  musket.  From 
8  to  12  noon:  Manned  and  armed  the  first  cutter  and  sent  ashore  to 
bring  off  the  skiff  left  by  Mr.  Clark.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Heard 
skirmishing  in  the  woods.  Went  to  quarters  and  fired  three  6-inch 
shell  from  port  broadside.  Then  opened  with  the  mortar  and  fired 
four  13-inch  shell.  It  appeared  quiet  on  shore.  Ceased  firing.  At 
7:30  p.  m.  the  Jasmine  and  Bloomer  came  up  and  took  position  ahead 
of  us.  Our  pickets  on  shore  signaled  that  the  enemy  were  crossing 
the  Imyou.  Opened  with  the  broadside,  fired  twenty  6 -inch  shell  and 
consumed  160  pounds  of  powder.  At  8:30  p.  m.  opened  with  the 
mortar  and  fired  three  shell. 

October  11. — From  12  to  4  p.  m.:  Sent  a  flag  of  truce  on  shore  to 
communicate  with  ''Old  Tom,"  who  had  been  captured  with  Mr. 
Clark.  He  had  been  released  and  brought  a  letter  from  Mr.  Clark. 
Sent  to  the  navy  yard  to  get  the  commcSore's  approval  to  send  Mr. 
Clark's  and  Comither's  clothing. 


Letter  from  ths  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy^  trans- 
mitting consular  infoi^mation. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  October  9,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information 
concerning  the  maritime  operations  of  the  insurgents,  a  dispatch  (No. 
156)  received  from  our  consul  at  Liverpool. 

Agreeably  to  3^our  request  of  to-day,  I  enclose  also  a  dispatch  dated 
May  23,  1863,  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  London  in  reference  to  the 
Sir  William  Peel  and  other  vessels. 
I  will  thank  you  to  return  the  dispatches. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward, 

[Sec7'etary  of  State.] 
Hon.  Ctideox  Welles, 

AVyvv/^/v/  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosures.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Lcnidrm,  May  23,  1863. 

Sir:  I  received  the  accompanying  letter  last  evening,  and  the  infor- 
mation it  contains  about  the  Rio  (jrande  trade,  the  Edward  Hawhinn^ 
etc.,  is  of  interest  to  be  made  known  to  the  Navy  Department.     I 
therefore  forward  it  to  you. 
Your  obedient  serv^ant, 

F.  H.  Morse. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Sewaud, 

Secretary  (f  State. 

P.  S.— When  W.  F.  some  time  since  told  me  about  McKay,  I 
enquired  if  he  would  go  to  New  York,  and  was  told  that  it  was  his 
wish  to  go  there  and  make  it  his  home,  and  I  think  1  have  arranged  to 
send  him  off  there  with  but  little,  perhaps  no  expense  to  us. 
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W.  F.  seems  to  have  but  little  idea  of  the  streng^  of  the  evidenoe 
required  to  take  a  ship  at  sea,  but  I  have  hardly  a  doubt  but  that  his 
statement  about  the  two  ships  is  true.  Both  vessels  are  large  and  do 
uot  draw  less  than  17  or  18  feet  of  water,  consequently  cau  not  lay 
within  7  or  8  miles  of  the  Mexican  co&st.  From  where  thev  will  laV 
they  will  send  their  cargoes  to  Texas. 

F.  H.  M. 

[Subenrlowires] 

Liverpool,  England,  May  SS^  186S. 

Dear  Sir:  You  mav  safely  order  the  departments  at  home  to  cap- 
ture the  steamers  Sir  William  Pc^/and  the  Edward  Ilaxrhins.  I  Imve 
to-day  o})tained  conclusive  evidence  of  all  I  have  written  about  them, 
and  this  man,  McKay,  who  was  the  carpenter  on  the  Hawkins^  must  go 
to  New  York. 

I  paid  a  visit  to  Laird's  yard  to-day  and  both  rains  are  getting  on 
finely;  the  one  that  was  behindhand  will  be  brought  up  with  the  oraer; 
putting  the  tinil>er  on  both.     1  have  obtained  evidence  be^'ond  all  cavil 
as  to  who  they  are  for,  viz,  the  rebels  of  the  South. 
Yours,  etc.. 

W.  F. 
American  Consul, 

L(/nd(m. 


Liverpool,  England,  May  22^  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Gladiator  is  up  for  Matamor&s,  loading  for  the 
re>)els,  taking  no  other  freight,  i  say  she  is  up  for  Matamoras;  that 
is,  her  advertisement  says  so,  that  is  all  the  Matamoras  she  is  loading 
for.     Will  write  you  more  al>out  her. 

1  had  a  talk  last  evening  with  McKay.  He  knows  a  great  deal  more 
than  I  thought.  1  mentioned  the  fact  of  the  Ilawkina  taking  a  load  of 
cotton  from  Brownsville,  Tex.,  to  Havana,  Cuba,  and  last  evening 
McKay  tells  me  that  she  carried  back  from  Havana  to  Brownsville. 
Tex.,  a  load  of  arms,  ammunitions,  etc.,  made  up  into  square  cases  ana 
covered  over  with  gunny  bagging,  and  it  was  pa^^sed  off  to  those  seeing 
it  ^o  aboard  us  ^unny  bags.  It  was  stowed  in  the  main  hold,  over 
which  the  Ifairhnn  has  a  platforni  or  additional  deck,  on  the  which  at 
that  time  for  a  blind  he  covered  with  fruits,  onmges,  etc.,  and  now  at 
this  time  she  has  that  platform  covered  over  with  coals,  and  under  that 
platform  now  at  this  tune  (wherever  the  Edward  I/ufrkins  i?)  she  has  u 
cargo  (contraband  rebel  goods.  You  can  rei)ort  her  or  not  as  you  like. 
I  have  done  all  I  cau  do  in  the  premises— tnat  is,  to  detect  and  report 
her  and  the  /Wl.  There  are  other  vessels  gone  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  and  no  doubt  the  rebels  will  get  the  l>est  part  of  the  cargoes 
they  take  out,  but  I  know  nothing  in  relation  their  bein^  Confederate 
vessels,  but  in  these  two  cases  I  know  it  and  can  and  will  go  into  the 

Srize  court,  and  hent'e  1  am  attending  so  closely  to  this  man  McKay, 
[ow  do  you  like  the  ix^ws  this  morning  i 
Yours,  etc., 

W.  F. 
American  Consul, 

Zon€lo7i. 
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Onief  of  the  Secretaty  of  ihss  Jffmy  to  Actiiw  Vot/utdeer  Lietdmumt 
Beefs^  Ui  S.  Na/vy^  oomnuinding  U.  ISi  S.  Phtguin* 

if Att  btjf ARtMtSNT^  Octobef*  9^  186S. 

8tti2  proceed  with  thti  tJi  g.  S;  PbngUin  With  all  toracticsable  dis- 
patbn  id  New  Orleans  iiild  repbrt  td  domitiodofe  H.  H.  BelLor  the 
senior  commanding  naval  officer  |^res6ht^  fdr  duty  iu  the  Western 
Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Actiiig  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Beers, 

Uomirvanding  V,  S,  S.  Penguin^  Baltimore^  Md, 


Request  from  Major- Gent-ral  Banks^  U,  S,  Army^  to  Cmnirwdare  Bell^ 
.  TJ.  S,  Nam/ ^  for  the  coi^peration  of  tin-dads  hi  Berwick  Bay, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Nefw  Orleam^  October  5,  1S6S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  iust  received  a  tele- 
gram from  Brigadier-General  Charles  P.  Stone,  chief  of  staff,  to  the 
effect  that — 

Should  any  tin-clad  boats  from  Admiral  Porter's  fleet  arrive,  the  major«general 
oommandine  desires  that  the  commanders  be  requested  to  come  around  imm^iately 
to  Berwick  Bay,  to  cooperate  with  the  army  in  present  and  impending  operations. 

I  would  respectfully  request  that  you  be  kind  enough  to  notify  them 
of  this  request  upon  their  arrival,  so  that  no  time  may  be  lost. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[J.  Schuyler  CrosbyJ, 
Actlmj  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Senior  Ofiicer  in  Command, 

TJ,  S.  Squadnm,  at  Nein  (hUans, 


Letter  from  Captain  Dunlutm^  U.  S.  Anay.,  to  Brigadier- General 
SUme^  U.  iS,  Army^  on  his  retnrn  from  an  interview  loith  Rear- 
Admiral  Porter^  tj,  S.  Ac/r//,  at  Cairo ^  III, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans,^  October  P,  186S, 

General:  When  1  arrived  at  Cairo,  Rear- Admiral  Porter  informed 
me  that  he  had  already  sent  down  three  tin-clads,  but  said  that  he 
deemed  it  unnecessary,  as  well  as  impracticable,  at  the  present  time  to 
send  any  ironclads  into  this  department,  because  of  the  low  stage  of 
the  Mississippi.  Lieutenant  [J.  Gales]  Ramsay. leaves  this  morning 
for  headquarters.  I  will  forward  dispatch  by  him,  and  start  myself 
to-morrow  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  T.  Dunham, 
Captain  and  Aid-dt-camp, 
Brigadier-General  Charles  P.  Stone, 

Chief  of  Sta^\ 
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Letter  froTth  Commodore  BeU^  U,  S.  Nai^y^  to  Captain  OiUis^  TJ.  S,  Ndvy^ 

regarding  vessds. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans,  October  10,  186S. 

Sir:  1  have  sent  the  Arizona  to  you  for  such  blockade  senMce  as 
you  may  deem  advisable.  She  will  take  down  the  articles  demanded 
by  the  requisitions  of  your  vessels;  also  six  firemen  for  the  Ossipee. 

The  Oicasco  will  be  ready  for  sea  in  about  two  weeks  and  snail  be 
sent  to  you. 

Your  broken-down  vessels  shall  be  relieved  as  fast  as  vessels  can  be 
reuaired  and  sent  out. 

You  will  please  bear  in  mind  that  1  have  no  superfluity  of  vessels 
to  take  the  places  of  others  as  they  give  out. 

I  would  also  state  that  1  have  neither  oflicers  nor  recruits  for  distri- 
bution, but  will  gladly  supplv  deficiencies  as  the  recruits  arrive.  It 
is  painful  to  keep  men  beyond  their  times,  but  it  is  unavoidable,  unless 
recruits  are  sent  out  to  take  their  places;  the  blockade  must  be  ndain- 
tained. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  remarkable  document  from  the  crew  of  the 
New  London,  which  3^ou  will  please  have  investigated.     It  came  to  me 
by  the  Bermuda,  but  is  endoi'sed  by  no  oflScer.     Please  return  it  to 
me  when  you  have  done  with  it. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Beli^ 
Commodore,  Comdg,  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  jrro  tern. 

Captain  John  P.  Gillis, 

U,  Sx  S.  Ossipee,  Comdg,  XL  S,  BlfH-hiding  J^onktu, 

Coast  of  Texas, 


Report  of  Captain  (rillis,  U,  S,  JVai^g^  trans^mittvng  <pbser^vationi<  nuide 

on  a  cruise  on  the  coast  of  Texa^, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  OsvSipee, 
Off  Galveston,  Tex,,  October  12,  186 J. 

Sir:  The  T^n^i^*^  returned  this  afternoon  and  will  leave  for  Sabine 
Pass  and  New  Orleans  as  directed. 

Captain  [J.  S.]  Baker,  U.  S.  Army,  informs  me  his  reconnoissance  lias 
been  very  satisfactory.     I  enclose  observations  of  Pilot  Crone. 
Am  yet  in  doubt  of  eflSciency  of  pilots  mentioned  in  former  letter. 
I  have  written  to  Commander  Rolando,  enquiring  why  he  sent  the 
Arizona  to  New  Orleans  and  had  not  communicated  with  me  since  his 
arrival  oflf  Sabine  Pass. 

We  are  greatly  in  want  of  vessels  (steamers)  on  this  blockade. 
The  Tennessee  chased  and  caused  to  be  burned  a  contrabandist  with 
a  quantity  of  powder  on  board.     She  has  a  small  schooner  in  tow, 
captured  U>  the  southward  (arms  and  ammunition). 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  NO.  P.  Gillis, 
Captain  and  Senior  Offctr, 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg,  Western  G^df  Blockading  Squadron,  New  (hieans. 
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Stalemml  o/  Pilot  Crniie  oi 

(/».  nil)  Grande  Bar. — Found  4  feet  4  iuches  water;  no  furtitiuHtion«. 

BM-a  China. — Nine  feet  of  water  within  30  yards  of  sbore;  Nupposed 
to  ))e  2  feet  on  the  bar.  Saw  two  shantiea  and  one  tent  and  some  men 
on  horseback  there. 

BiHizos  Santinyo, — Nine  feet  of  water  on  l>ar;  no  fortiticatiouH.  Five 
miles  farther  northwest,  at  Point  Isabel,  fortitications  by  light-house; 
2  guns. 

Aratisas  Pcuis. — Three  guns.  3S!-pounders.  on  the  point;  one  rifled. 
On  another  mound,  interior,  are  two  more  guns. 

Pans  Ca-oalli). — Works  about  2  miles  back  of  light-house,  on  south 
side;  3  guns. 

Brazos  Rit^er. — On  San  Luis  side,  3  gunw  mounted  and  outworks 
thrown  up. 

San  Luiis  Poos. — No  fortiKcations.  One  new  house  with  porthole 
and  lookout  on  top,  supposed  to  be  25  feet  high,  near  Gralveston  Point. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Beers,  U.  S.  Navy,  atatmg  the 
cause  ofhm  ddayed  departure  foi'  the  West  tJvlf  Sqvadmn. 

U.  S.  S.  I'bnouin, 
((f  Point  Lookout,  Potomac  Bioer^  Octobei-  n,  186S—1  a.  in. 
.Sik:  1  left  Baltimore  yesterday  morning,  in  obedience  to  orders,  for 
the  Western  Gulf  Bloekading  Squadron.  1  am  sorry  to  say  that  on 
account  of  report  made  to  me  by  the  chief  engineer  of  this  vessel,  that 
the  eut-off  eccentrics  became  loose  and  the  niachinei'y  in  general,  I 
was  obliged  to  stop  here  for  the  simce  of  twenty-four  hours  to  repair 
the  same.  At  the  expiration  of  the  above-specified  time  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  resume  my  voyage. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  R.  Beers. 
Acting  YiAnmteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Sei^retary  of  the  Navtj,  Waskingt&n,  D.  C. 


yardiny  thf  i-kaging 
at  Fort  Morgan,  h 


Report  of  Oommod/yre  Thatcfi^,  U.  S.  Nav^ 

ashore  of  a  steamer,  snpponed  to  he  the  Ai 

U.  S.  steamers  Kanawha  and  Eugenie. 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado, 
OffMMle  Bar,  Octoher  IS.  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  this  morning,  as  soon  as  it  became 
light  enough  to  see  the  beach,  a  small  steamer  was  discovered  aground 
directly  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Morgan,  and  a  river  steamer  was 
apparently  trying  to  assist  her  off.  The  night  and  morning  had  been 
dark  and  rainy,  so  much  so  that  objects  were  not  visible  a  mile.  As 
soon  as  this  little  steamer  was  discovered.  Lieutenant  Miller,  executive 
officer  of  this  ship,  was  disnat<'.hed  in  the  tender  Eiigeme  to  reconnoitei 
and  Lieutenant -Commander  Mayo,  with  the  Kanmcka  (ho  being  th 
inside  vessel),  also  got  underway  for  the  purpose  of  attafikvft.si„'Nwi.41\*v' 
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iu  a  very  gallant  uianner;  but  his  guns  being  of  short  mnm,  compared 
with  those  upon  the  fort,  and  he  was  obliged  to  a{)proacD  so  near  the 
enemy  in  oracr  to  hull  him,  that  he  was  nulled  himself  by  the  fort, 
receiving  an  S-inch  solid  shot  in  his  starboard  side  forward  of  his 
smokestack,  which  struck  the  end  of  one  of  the  main  beams  which  sup- 
ports the  deck  under  her  pi  vot  gun,  bruising  and  ragging^  the  beam  venr 
much,  also  displacing  two  carlines  and  starting  theiianging  knee  whicn 
secured  the  beam,  and  destroying  the  contents  of  the  dispensary  and 
cutting  a  splinter  from  the  foremast.  Fortunately  no  one  was  hurt 
Lieutenant-Commander  Mayo,  however,  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  upon  these 
vessels,  both  before  and  after  the  accident,  driving  the  tug  inside  the 
point  for  shelter.  He  did  not  retire  until  it  became  evident  that  his 
gims  were  of  too  short  i*ange  to  destroy  the  steamer  without  a  cer- 
tainty of  losing  his  vessel,  in  the  meantime  the  little  Eugenie^  under 
Lieutenant  Miller,  although  covered  with  shot  from  the  fort,  kept  up 
a  constant  fire  from  her  held  howitzers  and  retired  only  with  the  Ka- 
nawhii.  It  was  believed  that  the  150-pounders  of  the  Lackaicamia  and 
the  Genesee  would  be  able  to  reach  the  enemy  out  of  range  of  the 
forts,  and  the  attempt  was  accordingly  made,  but  before  they  could 
reach  a  position  to  attack,  the  tug  had  returned  f  roni  inside  the  point 
and  succeeded  in  releasing  the  small  steamer  (telieved  to  be  iheAlicei 
from  her  dangerous  position,  and  towed  her  into  the  cove  north  m 
Mobile  Point,  both  the  lAtcMwanuavLiiA  (renesee  living  iTom  their  ISOs 
within  range,  but  with  what  effect  we  could  not  learn.  The  steamer 
referred  to  is  about  the  size  of  the  Emjenle^  probably  upward  of  100 
tons,  no  spars  except  a  very  short  foremast,  and  from  all  appearances 
was  outward  bound  when  she  grounded,  and  was  probably  trj'ing  to 
creep  along  shore  during  one  of  the  thick  i*ain  squalls  which  occurred 
on  tne  niufht  and  morning  of  the  r2th.  Her  smokestack  is  visible 
inside,  and  she  will  be  closely  wat(*hed.  She  is  reported  to  l>e  flying  a 
Spanish  flag.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  greatest  possible 
vigilance  is  exercised  on  this  blockade,  and  that  the  commanders  of 
the  vessels  now  here  are  in  every  way  worthy  of  their  commands;  but 
in  the  pitchy  darkness  which  occasionally  exists,  especiaUy  during 
rainy  nights,  it  is  impossible  to  see  a  small  object,  such  as  a  bcmt  of  100 
tons,  more  than  50  vards. 

The  Kanawha  is  at  anchor  close  to  us  and  our  carpenter  is  engaged 
in  making  good  her  damages  so  far  as  circumstances  will  admit  or,  and 
we  hope  to  have  her  read}-  for  service  in  twenty-four  hours,  after 
which  she  must  run  to  Ship  Island  or  Pensacola  for  coals. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

H.   K.  THA'rCHER, 

Coimiiodore. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  BUx^hiduuj  Squadron^  New  (J7*leaius. 


Order  of  Commodttre  Bell^   U,   S,   Navu^  to   Lieut enaiit'Communder 
Bigdow^  U.  S.  Navy^  restricting  the  visits  of  flags  of  truce. 

r.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Nmo  Orleans.  Octiiber  13,  1863, 

Sir:  I  have  l>een  informed  by  Acting  Master  J.  R.  Hamilton,  com- 
manding U.  S.  S.  Convmodore^  Ihat  he  convoyed  from  Mississippi  City 
to  ^hip  4tfland  a  boat  under  flag  of  truce  containing  rebel  ofiicers. 


jBoaU  must  Dot  be  allowed  to  ruo  along  the  coast  under  flags  of  truce: 
when  they  wish  to  communicate  they  mu3t  leave  their  own  shorea  and 
approach  our  ships  directly  and  without  deviation.  You  will  please 
keep  me  informed  of  the  visits  of  all  flags  of  truce  and  the  objects  of 
them.  They  are  frequently  sent  out  to  ascertain  the  strength  or  weak- 
ness, and  when  so  employed  are  not  entitled  to  the  immunities  of  a 
flag  of  truce.  They  should  be  discoui-aged  as  much  as  possible. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Beli,, 
Commodore,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  Um. 
Lieu  tenant- Com'  .nder  Geo.  A.  Bigelow, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Calhoun,  Ship  Island. 


Seport  nf   Commander  Rolando,  U.  S.  If^avy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Seminole,  regarding  accti*ations  made  by  the  commandinf/  officer  of 

H.  B.  M.  S.  Buzzard. 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 
Off  Sabine  Pass,  October  IS,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  dispatch  of  Octobers, 
and  in  reply  have  to  state  that  no  menace  was  intended  on  my  mrt  to 
H.  B,  M.  S.  Bitzzard,  and  Commander  [ThomaB  H.  M.]  Martin 
labored  under  a  great  misconception  when  he  so  reported  the  move- 
ments of  this  ship  as  displaying  a  '^menacing  manner." 

1  consider  it  my  dnty  when  a  man-of-war  is  made  bearing  the 
British  flag  to  Ije  ready  to  meet  her  and  be  prepared  for  any  emergency, 
as  the  Confederates  arc  using  that  flag  on  the  ocean  more  than  the 
so-called  Confederate  one.  and  I  can  only  cite  the  instances  off  Wil- 
mington, that  of  the  Florida  oS  Mobile,  and  that  of  Semmes  off  Gal- 
veston with  the  liatteras.  to  justify  my  caution  and  preparation. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1.5th  of  September,  about  S  o'clock,  I  made  a 
steamer  in  the  offing  off  the  Rio  Grande.  I  got  underway  and  stood 
for  ber,  she  running  in  toward  the  land  and  1  off.  I  »poke  her  and 
stood  back,  our  courses  being  the  same  toward  the  anchorage,  and 
availed  myself  of  the  occasion  to  exercise  the  crew  at  genei'al  quarters. 

The  Seminole  proved  to  be  faster  than  the  Bm^ard  and  I  slowed 
down  nearly  all  the  way  in,  to  let  the  Buzzard  go  on,  as  I  did  not  wish 
to  pass  him,  from  a  feeling,  I  assure  you,  of  courte.sy. 

1  stopped  the  Seminole  for  some  time  and  so  allowed  the  Buzzard 
to  get  at  least  a  h^f  a  mile  ahead,  when  1  stood  on  my  course  to  the 
ancuorage,  and  it  seems  very  strange  that  my  courtesy  should  not  be 
underst^^d  by  Commander  Martin  and  so  poorly  appreciated  by  him. 

As  re^rds  what  he  has  said  about  Captain  Hood's  letter  to  me,  on 
the  subject  of  harsh  treatment  of  the  crew  of  the  Sir  William  Peel,  I 
have  to  say  that  it  is  the  first  T  have  heard  of  it. 

Captain  Hood's  letter  with  my  reply,  was  sent  to  you  by  the  Cir- 
caj<-sia»,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  you  had 
the  perusal  of  the  letter.  All  that  Captain  Hood  says  on  the  subject 
of  ttie  crew  of  the  Sir  William.  Peel  is  as  follows: 

I  liflw  the  honor  to  reaueat  ^ou  vrill  be  pleased  to  acqiuunt  dig  with  your  reiuonH 
for  taking  podseseion  of  the  Bntish  eteanier  .Sir  William  Peel  and  detaining  her  crew 
B8  prisoners  on  board  the  United  States  veeeei  under  your  cominand. 

Now,  how  that  can  be  construed  by  any  contortion  into  harsh  treat- 
ment, I  can   not  see;  but  the  reverse  was  the  case.     I  could  have 
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t>hipped  several  of  her  men,  and  on  leaving  the  ship  they  expressed 
themselves  very  thankful  for  the  kind  treatment  they  had  received. 

I  treated  them  as  I  did  my  own  men,  with  the  exception  of  putting 
them  in  single  irons  during  the  night,  as  I  did  not  choose  to  allow  so 
large  a  number  of  prisoners  (42)  to  be  at  large,  and  I  thought  it  a 
necessary  precaution  for  the  security  of  the  ship  under  my  charge. 
\  our  obedient  servant, 

H.  Rolando, 
Commander^  V.  S.  Navy. 
(Jonmiodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commwidhig  Western  Gidf  BUtckdg.  Squadnm  pro  tern. 


Report  of  Commander  Rolando^  U.  aS.  Xavy^  oommandinq  U,  S.  S. 
Seminole,  regarding  the  vjreck  of  the  U,  S-  coal'  schooner  Manhasset. 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 
Sahine  Pass^  October  13^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  coal  schooner  Manhasset 
was  driven  on  shore  in  a  heavv  gale  of  wind  from  the  southward  and 
eastward^  on  the  ni^ht  of  tne  IDth  of  September.  She  had  been 
anchored  about  10  miles  from  the  shore,  and  I  deemed  her  perfectly 
safe  in  the  event  of  heavy  weather,  as  she  might  have  made  sail  and 
kept  oflf  the  land.  I  discovered  her  on  the  evening  of  the  30th,  high 
ana  dry  on  the  beach,  about  10  miles  to  the  westward  of  Sabine  Pass. 
The  Cayuga  was  at  once  sent  in  and  at  da^'light  she  stood  into  12  feet 
water,  near  enough  to  ascertain  it  was  the  coal  schooner  and  that  it 
would  be  impossible  for  us  to  get  her  off;  her  masts  wei'e  gone  and 
she  lay  a  perfect  wreck  on  the  beach,  with  her  bows  out  of  water. 
The  rebels  had  come  dcwn  with  several  pieces  of  rifle  guns  and  were 
in  possession  of  the  schooner. 

Henry  Roijilndo, 

Com^nander. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell. 

Abst7*act  hg  of  th/i  U,   S.  S.  Gertrude^  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 

J.  I\  Creesy,  U.  S.  Navy^  commanding, 

()ct(A>er  13^  1863, — At  8  a.  m.  west  end  of  Pelican  Island  bore  N.  E. 
by  E.,  distant  10  miles.  Standing  off  and  on.  At  11:15  sighted  the 
fleet.  Observed  two  rebel  rams  inshore.  Two  rebel  rams  lying  off 
Fort  Morgan.  At  2:30  p.  m.  the  Lackaioanmi,,  Genesee,^  Kajiawfia^fLnA 
AlhatroHH  ran  in  toward  the  land  and  fired  a  few  shots,  but  drew  no 
answer  and  returned  to  stations.  At  3:30  one  of  the  rams  went  up 
the  bay. 

Order  of  Captain  GUIih^  U,  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  VoUmteer  Lieutenant 
Eaton^  U.  8,  Nai^y,,  commanding  u.  S,  S,  Oircassian,^  to  proceed  to 
temporary  hlockade  duty  off  Sahine  Pass, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 
Off  Galveston^  Tex,,  October  H,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  please  proceed  with  the  Circassian  xxnA^v  yoxxr  Qoxn- 
mand  to  Sabine  Pass,  remain  there  on  blockade  duty  until  the  arrival 
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of  the  U.  S.  S.  Seminoh^  the  ordei'8  for  which  have  been  sent  to  Rio 
Grande  in  the  Bienville;  after  supplying  the  SefininoLe  with  fresh  pro- 
visions, return  to  this  anchorage  for  dispatches,  etc. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Jno.  p.  Gillis, 
Capt,  and  Senior  Officer  ^2(1  Div,^  We%t  G\df  Blockdg,  Squadron, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wm.  B.  Eaton, 

Cornmandihg  U,  S.  S.  Circassian, 


Instr^ioti^ms  from    Coittmodore   Bell,,    U,     S,    Navy,   to    Cmnniodore 
Thatcher^  U,  S.  Navy^  regardijuj  the  Mobile  olockadi^, 

U.  S.  iSTEAM  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Neio  Orleans,  Octoher  U,  1863, 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  report  of  the  survey  on  the  Genesee,,  and 
you  will  please  order  her  into  this  port  as  soon  as  she  can  be  spared 
from  the  blockade  off  Mobile. 

You  will  so  dispose  of  the  force  assigned  you  for  the  blockade  of  the 
bay  of  Mobile  as  to  provide  for  the  contingencies  of  repairs,  which  they 
often  require. 

1  can  not  promise  3^ou  any  more  vessels  than  you  have  until  those 
under  repair  here  are  finished.  The  Kennebec  and  Aroostook  will  join 
you  about  two  weeks  hence. 

I  believe  you  have  eight  vessels  on  duty  there.  If  you  have,  one  or 
two  of  those  most  badly  off  may  be  readily  spared  to  receive  repairs. 
The  Monmujahela  left  the  South  West  Pass  yesterdav  to  return  to  the 
blockade  off  Mobile.  Two  vessels  are  at  Ship  Island  with  coal,  and  a 
third  will  leave  to-da\\  They  are  on  heavy  chai'ters.  Please  do  not 
keep  all  of  them  there  without  drawing  upon  them,  though  it  is  desir- 
able to  keep  one  there  always  to  supplv  tne  vessels  in  the  sound. 

The  Richmond  should  be  there  (Mobile  Bar)  by  this  time;  also  the 
Port  Royal, 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  II.  Bell, 
Onnmodirre^  Comdij,  West  Gulf  Blochuling  Squmiron  pro  tern. 

Commodore  Henry  K.  Thatcher, 

TJ,  S,  S,  Colwado,^  Comdg,  Blockading  Forces  off  Mobile  Bay. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,,  U,  S.  JVct/fry,  regarding  the  ai^rival  of  the 

U,  S,  S,  Arkansas  vnthout  expected  recruits, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Off  New  Orleans^  La,^  Octobei*  11^,,  1863, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Depaiiiment  that  Acting  Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant  David Cate,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Arkansas^  reported 
for  duty  in  this  squadron  on  the  10th  instant.  She  did  not  bring  the 
recruits  for  the  squadron  which  I  had  been  informed  would  be  sent  by 
her. 
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The  Beiinuda  delivered  here  15  firemen,  5  coal  heavers.  IH  lai 
men,  and  11  boys. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servi 
■  If.  H.  Bell, 
Commoditre,  Curndg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  ti 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wonhingtou. 


Report  q/Aciiiig  Master  Starrett^  U.  S.  Xavy,  rpgarding  thecondi^ 
of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  hroughthy  thetl.  S.  S.  Arkanmu. 

U.  S,  Naval  Ordnance  Dkpot, 

New  Orleans,  October  15,  1S63. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Arkan«ait 
arrived  here  loaded  with  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  two  days  ago, 
and  her  cargo  has  been  discharged,  but  I  iiiid  it  in  very  bad  condition, 
many  of  the  slides  and  carriages  being  splintered  and  bruised  and  the 
puns  marred  badly  from  abrasions.  Some  of  the  wheels  of  the  how- 
itzers' carriages  were  broken  to  pifioes,  and  nearly  all  boxes  containing 
articles  were  broken  open. 

This  state  of  affairs  1  attributed  to  the  carelessness  of  the  stevedore, 
or  parties  who  stowed  the  cargo.  I  attend  personally  to  such  matters 
myself,  and  can  affirm  that  the  damage  was  not  done  in  hoisting  the 
articles  out  of  the  vp^sselV  hold. 

Commodore  Bel!  informs  me  that  ton  13-pounder  howitzers  of  750 
pounds  and  ten  12-poHndcr  rifle  howitzers,  with  their  ainniiuiition  and 
equipments,  are  to  be  turned  over  to  the  chief  iiuartcrmaster  of  "" 
Army  for  service  on  Iward  their  transports,  etc. 

This  arrangement  will  leave  us  two  heavy  lii-pounder  howitzt 
smooth,  and  three  12-pounder  howitzers,  ritied.  with  their  carriaj 
and  equipments  for  issue. 

Besides  th&se.  I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  are 
now  on  hand  at  this  depot  B4  carriages  for  24-pounder  howitzers  and 
no  guns  of  that  description.  ~ 

There  are  also  on  hand  twelve  1^-pounder  boat  carriages  and  f 
teen  12-pounder  field  carriages  whicli  have  no  guns  for  them,  and] 
suppose  that  the  13  and  24  pounder  howitzers  are  on  their  way  out  " 
some  other  vessel.  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servai 
Adrian  C,  Starrbtt, 
Acting  Master,  in  Charge  Ordnance,  Wetitem  Gulf  Squadron.  .1 

Commander  H.  A.  Wise, 

Chief  Bureau  of  Ordnancf.,  Washingtim. 


land 


Report  of  Commodotv  Thatcher^  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  j. 
of  yellow  fever  on  hoard  the  U.  S.  S.  Alhatroas. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frihate  Colorado, 

()fMd,!le  Bar,  Octt^er  15,  186S,\ 

Sir:  The  gnnlmat   A/f"it)-oxe  has  suffered  very  much  with  yell4 

fever,  and  to-day  her  commander  report':!  that  several  new  cases  ha) 
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appeared  anil  two  recuiiL  deatLs;  ulno  that  his  vessel  rolU  so  deep  thttt 
he  can  not  keep  his  berth  deck  ports  open  for  ventilation.  After 
(^consultation  with  medical  officers,  t  coiioluded,  l>y  their  advice,  to 
send  her  to  Pensacola  for  a  few  days,  where  she  could  have  smooth 
water  to  cleanse  and  ventilate  the  ves.sel.  I  can  ill  afford  to  dispense 
with  her  services,  but  it  seem«  to  lie  a  case  of  urgent  necessity.  I  had 
hoped  that  the  prevalence  of  north  winds  would  check  the  disease  of 
fin]  this  vessel,  nut  the  contrary  seems  to  have  been  the  effect.  I  have 
also  to  send  the  Kamtvha  away  for  coal. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commotim-e. 
Commodore  H.  H,  Bell, 

Cfimdij,  Wi!«tini  irtilf  Hlockndiiuj  Squadrim,  Nrni^  (hleimn. 


Confidential  Utter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farraguf,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Com- 
modore Bell,  U.  S.  Nairy,  regai'ding  proponed  attempt  to  unAonHnate 
the  Navy  to  the  Army  in  operationii  m  the  teentern  waters. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Habtfobd, 
Ntrw  To7-k,  October  15,  1863. 

Deab  Commodore:  I  intended  to  write  you  by  the  last  .steamer,  1 
did  not  write  by  Captain  Jenkins,  as  he  will  not  arrive  until  long  after 
the  steamer. 

I  am  run  to  death  with  the  attention  of  the  good  people,  but  I  am 
beginning  to  give  out,  as  I  am  not  able  to  bear  my  honors.  I  have 
not  been  able  to  have  a  day  at  home  in  a  week. 

The  Secretai-y  wrote  me  a  private  letter  the  other  day,  telling  me 
that  General  Banks  had  applied  to  the  Department  for  certain  gun- 
boats to  be  ordered  to  report  to  him  for  duty  on  [Lake]  Pontchartrain 
and  Berwick  Bay.  The  Secretary  very  properly  referred  him  to  me, 
as  the  commanding  naval  officer,  and  said  that  I  would  always  cooper- 
ate with  him.  I  now  put  you  on  vour  guard;  there  is  a  foolish  attempt 
being  made  by  the  Army  (you  will  see  it  in  the  Army  and  Navy  Journal) 
to  get  the  supreme  command  in  the  hands  of  the  commanding  general 
if  he  is  senior  to  the  naval  officer,  and  then  they  will  always  be  sure  to 
put  a  senior  there  if  possible. 

I  wrote  the  Secretary  a  full  letter  on  the  subject,  showing  the  folly 
of  such  a  course. 

I  told  General  Bowen,  whom  the  Secretary  told  to  consult  with  me 
as  to  what  they  wanted,  that  1  intended  the  Commodi)re  and  Cnlhoun 
toT  the  Pontchartrain  duty,  and  any  other  light-draft  boats  we  had^aa 
the  CorypheuB.  He  wished  other  boats  to  protect  the  river  transports, 
etc.  I  told  him  that  was  Admiral  Poi-tcr's  duty;  it  did  not  belong 
to  General  Banks.  We  will  attend  to  the  river  down  to  its  mouth  and 
the  coast;  that  if  the  soldiers  will  look  after  the  shore  line  we  will 
the  water  course,  but  that  they  must  not  attempt  to  get  the  control  of 
the  Navy;  that  they  had  caused  disaster  wherever  tnev  had  exercised 
an  influence  over  the  officers  of  the  Navy,  They  caused  the  loss  of  the 
soldiers  landed  at  Galveston  in  disobedience  to  my  advice:  they  lost 
the  Diana  by  sending  her  up  the  Teche,  and  no  doubt  thr\  lost  thi'  last 
expedition  by  not  following  you""  instructions;  and  that  therefore  I 
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will  never  consent  to  anj'  expedition  licing  sent  away  from  me  except 
under  such  an  ofBcer  as  I  have  confidence  in,  and  under  my  instruc- 
tions; and  the  Secretary  agrees  witli  me. 

I  tell  you  those  things  that  you  may  be  posted  up  and  upon  j'our 
guard. 

The  BrooMyn  and  Hartford  will  be  read}''  for  sea  in  about  three  or 
four  weeks.  1  do  not  want  to  go  down  before  my  ships  are  ready,  for 
the  people  will  expect  me  to  do  something  with  notning.  They  are 
trying  to  force  the  Department  to  send  me  to  Charleston,  but  1  think 
that  Dahlgren  is  too  firm  in  favor  for  me  to  fear  that. 

God  bless  you. 

D.  (j.  Farraout, 

Rear- Admiral, 

Commodore  11.  II.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cowilg,  ^yeHtrrn  (hiJf  BlochuHitfj  Sipuuhov,,  Neio  Orleans. 


Remrt  of  Acting  Master  Grove^  U,  S.  Nawj^  commanding  U.  S.  yacht 
U07\t/p/teu^^  regard  in  (J  expedition  to  Bay  St.  Louis^  Miss.  ^  for  the 
deatruct ion  of  tannery^  October  15^  1863, 

U.  S.  Yacht  Corypheus, 
Zal'e  Pontchartrain^  October  17^  18G3. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  14th  instant,  directing  me 
to  cooperate  with  the  V ,  S.  S.  Commodore,,  Acting  Master  John  R. 
Hamilton,  commanding,  in  destroying  the  tannery,  working  for  the 
rebel  army,  situated  at  Bav  St.  Louis,  Miss.,  on  the  morning  of  the 
14th  instant,  at  11  a.  m.,  sailed  from  Lakcport  for  Fort  Pike;  arrived 
at  2  p.  m.  At  8  p.  m.  the  IJ.  S.  S.  Commodore  took  us  in  tow  (the 
wind  being  light):  at  daylight  of  the  15th  instant,  being  close  to  Bay 
St.  Louis,  the  LT.  S.  S.  Commod(HY  cast  us  off,  made  sail  and  stood  into 
the  bay,  taking  a  position  to  the  westward  (of  the  place  agreed  on  for 
landing),  the  u.  S.  S.  Commodore  taking  her  position  to  the  eastward 
to  cover  the  landing  party:  sent  an  armed  bout's  crew  in  command  of 
Mr.  Gregor3%  executive  officer,  to  assist  in  landing  troops  from  the 
U.  S.  S.  Commodore, 

After  landing  the  troops  and  l>oat's  crew,  started  for  the  scene  of 
action  at  double  quick,  and  I  shortly  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the 
smoke  and  flames  arising  from  the  woods  in  which  the  place  was 
situated. 

At  8  a.  m.  the  party  returned,  having  completely  destroyed  the 
buildings,  vats,  ana  a  mill  for  grinding  bark;  also  a  large  amount  of 
hides  stored  there,  said  to  be  worth  S20,()00.  1  am  sorry  we  could  not 
bring  the  hides  off,  but  the  place  being  1  mile  from  the  landing,  and 
we  having  no  means  of  tnxnsportation,  there  was  no  recourse  but  to 
destroy  them. 

During  these  operations  the  enemy  did  not  molest  us  in  an}'  way, 
nor  did  tney  show  themselves. 

I  learned  from  some  refugees  who  sought  our  protection  (and  were 
l)rought  away  on  the  1-.  S.  S.  Cnmmndnn)  that  there  was  a  company 
of  cavalry  stationed  there,  hut  they  thought  it  prudent  to  leave  on  our 
approach. 
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Having  reem barked  the  party,  we  started  for  Fort  Pike;  the  »vind, 
strong  from  the  S.  W.     Did  not  arrive  until  midnight. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  H.  Grove, 
Acting  Master^  Communding. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Cojnmanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  State^  regard- 
ing four  of  the  creio  of  the  C,  S.  S,  Fl-orida^  having  shipped  from 
iLondon  for  New  York, 

Navy  DEPARTMENt,  October  16^  1863. 

Sir:  In  Mr.  Morse's  dispatch  No.  156,  dated  September  26,  which 
you  communicated  to  me  on  the  9th  instant,  he  mentions  the  fact  of 
four  of  the  crew  of  the  rebel  steamer  Florida  having  shipped  at 
London  in  the  British  vessel  Frances  A,  Palmer^  for  New  \ork,  viz: 
Charles  A.  Grover,  John  Corriu,  John  Jackson,  and  John  Brown. 

He  states  that  the  three  last  named  are  Southerners,  and  joined  the 
Florida  at  Mobile,  and  that  Grover  belonged  to  one  of  the  vessels 
captured  and  burned.  The  three  Southerners  are  said  to  be  on  their 
wav  South  to  enter  the  Army  or  Navy. 

I  trust  that  the  individuals  mentioned  will  receive  due  attention  on 
their  arrival  in  New  York. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hen.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Report  of  Coinmodore  Bell,^  U,  S,  Navy^  regarding  the  improved  sani- 
tary condition  of  the  vessels  under  his  atrmrtana, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Off  New  Orleans,  La, ,  October  16,  1868, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  health  of 
the  vessels  here  is  gradually  improving  and  that  the  cases  of  fever 
appearing  are  becommg  milder  every  day. 

The  squadrons  off  Mobile  Bay  and  coast  of  Texas  are  in  good  health. 
At  the  navy  3-ard,  Pensacola,  the  fever  was  gradually  disappearing, 
latest  dates  from  there  being  12th  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Comraodore,  Comdg,  Western  Gulf  Blockdg,  Squadron  pro  tern, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Coinmodore  BelL  U,  S,  Navy ,  regarding  the  propeller  of  the 

V,  S,  S.  Pensacola, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Of  New  OrUans,  La, ,  Octof)er  16,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that   the  stern 
of  the  Pensacola  having  been  docked,  her  propeller  has  been  found 
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Eerfectlv  secure,  and  not  loose,  as  was  suspected  on  the  occasion  of 
er  trial  trip,  8th  of  September  last. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Comdg,  West  Gulf  BU>ckading  Squadron  pro  te^iu 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  WashingUyii. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell.,  If.  S.  Namf^  reaardinq  the  capture  of  the 
jBritish  schooner  Friend4fhip  and  chase  of  the  schooner  Jai\e^  off  Rio 
Brazos. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacoi-a, 
OffNeic  OrUam,  Iai.,  Oct^iber  16,  186S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Tennessee  returned 
yesterdav  from  the  Rio  Gmnde,  whither  she  had  been  dispatched  with 
Captain  liaker,  U.  S.  Engineers,  to  examine  the  coast  of  Texas.  The 
Tennessee  left  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  10th  instant.  On  return,  off  Rio 
Brazos  captured  British  schooner  Friendship,  loaded  with  munitions 
of  war  from  Havana,  and  at  the  same  time  chased  another  schooner, 
which  was  fired  and  blown  up  when  3  miles  distant  from  the  Tenriessee, 
The  explosion  was  heard  at  Galveston,  30  miles  distant.  She  was  dis- 
coverea  to  be  the  Ja7ie,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

Lieutenant-Commander  William  H.  Dana,  in  the  Cayuga,  also  has 
been  successful  in  destroying  two  schooners  on  the  coast  of  Louisiana, 
loaded  with  powder. 

Commander  Rolando,  U.  S.  S.  Seminole,  off  Sabine  Pass,  has 
informed  me  that  the  Clifton  and  SacJteni,  with  three  cotton-clad 
steamers,  are  seen  daily  steaming  in  the  river  there. 

From  all  information  1  can  obtain,  1  infer  every  blockade  runner, 
either  from  or  into  Mobile,  has  been  captured;  and  that  the  coast  of 
Texas  will  be  henceforth  the  principal  theater  for  blockade  runners. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,  Comdg.  West  Gvlf  BlocTcdg.  Squadron  pi^o  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seeretaini  of  the  Nary,  Washington. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Dyer,  U.  S. 
Navy,  to  resume  cmnmand  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Eugenie. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
OffNeiv  Orleans,  La.,  October  16,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Mobile  Bar  forthwith,  and  report  to  Com- 
modore Henry  K.  Thatcher  for  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Exogenic, 
from  which  vessel  you  were  detached  and  ordered  as  prize  master  of 
the  steamer  Alabama. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,  Comdg.   West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  prtt  tern. 

Acting  Ensign  N.  M.  Dyer, 

New  Orleans. 
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Order  of  Commodore  BrU,U.  S.  Savi^,  to  Coi,.v,oil-re  Thatehm\(.'.  S, 
Na'tyy^  to  dispatch  the  U.  S.  S.  Richmond  to  South  Went  JPass, 

V.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
J^ete  Orleans,  OcttAter  16,  1863. 
Sir:  Immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  the  Rwhiimnd  (^wpt&ia  Jen- 
kins) off  Mobile  Bar,  or  at  Pensacola,  order  her  to  proceed  forthwith 
to  the  South  West  Pass,  Mississippi  Kiver,  and  tlie  captain  to  report  hy 
telegraph  his  arrival  there;  also  what  amount  of  coals  and  provisions 
he  may  require  to  till  him  up,  the  latter  not  to  exceed  three  month's 
supply. 

If  the  Richmoiid  does  not  arrive  very  soon  I  shall  l)e  compelled  to 
take  your  most  etfective  sloop  (in  engmes)  from  that  blockade  for  a 
short  time. 

I  shall  not  be  able  to  send  you  the  vessels  you  ask  for;  they  are  not 
in  the  fleet  to  send,  and  such  a.-<  we  have  are  undergoing  repairs  and 
relieving  each  other  by  turns.  I  have  to  recjuest  you  will  liear  this  in 
mind,  and  send  one  or  two  into  port  for  repairs  as  fast  as  others  arrive 
to  take  their  places  on  blockade  without  waiting  for  a  complete  break 
down. 

The  Eugenie  should  be  calked  at  Pensacola  navy  yard  in  twenty- 
four  hours. 

The  Mono7i(faAe!a  left  here  two  months  ago  in  good  order,  and  can 
require  but  little  calking:  she  should  do  it  within  herself,  or  have  it 
done  at  the  navy  yard. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,  Comdg.   West  Gulf  Blockading  Sqnadnm  pro  tem. 
Commodore  Henrt  Thatcher, 

O.  S.  S.  Colorado,  Cummaiiding 

U.  S.  Naval  Ftwes  of  Mobile  Bay. 


iTWtructwiiH  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nany  to  Comnwdon'  Bell,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  promotions. 

Navy  Departmest,  October  17,  1863. 

Sir;  Your  letter  of  the  6th  instant  (No.  75)  has  been  received.  Your 
requisition  for  officers  and  men  will  he  filled  as  practicable. 

It  has  been  several  times  ordered  by  the  Dermrtment  that  the  most 
worthy  of  the  acting  master's  mates  in  the  squadron  should  be  advanced 
by  the  officer  commanding  the  squadron  to  the  position  of  acting 
ensign,  subject  to  the  approval  of  this  Department;  that  in  the  same 
manner  those  serving  in  a  lower  capacity,  who  may  be  qualified,  shall 
be  appointed  acting  master's  mates,  and  when  from  gallantry  and  good 
service  an  officer  may  be  recommended  by  his  commanding  officer  for 
promotion,  that  such  recommendations,  with  the  approval  of  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  squadron,  shall  be  forwarded  to  this  Department 
for  its  decision. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  Department  to  fill  these  appointments  as  far 
as  possible  from  those  in  the  squadron  who  have  served  during  the 
war  and  proved  meritorious. 

The  Department  reiterates  that  the  utmost  exertions  must  be  used 
to  enlist  contmbands  to  supply  the  deficiencies  existing  in  the  crews 
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of  the  vessels  of  the  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  as  it  is  with 
difficulty  that  crews  can  be  obtained  to  man  the  vessels  now  fitting  out. 
very  respectfully, 

(liDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg,  West  &ulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem^ 

New  Orleans^  La. 

Letter  from  the   Secretary  of  tlie  Natry  U)  ComrtVodore  Bdl^  U.  8. 
Navy,  transtiiitting  drawing  of  rd>el  cigar  hoot. 

Navy  Department,  October  19, 1863. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  a  drawing  of  the  rebel 
cigar  boat  and  torpedo  with  which  an  attempt  was  made  to  blow  up 
the  new  New  Inmsides, 

Very  respectfully,  etc. , 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commodore  Henry  H.  Bell, 

Coindg,  Weste/*n  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem^ 

New  Orleans,  La. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lit  ftena^it-  Commander  Benhatn, 

U,  S,  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  S,  Penobscot, 

Navy  Department,  October  19, 1863. 

Sir:  Proceed  to  New  Orleans  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Penobscot  and  report 
to  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  or  the  senior  commanding  officer  present, 
for  duty  in  the  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

(tideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the.  Navy. 
Lieutenant-Commander  A.  E.  K.  Benham, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pe^nobscot^  New  York. 


Report  of  Commodtire  Thatcher^    U.   S.  Navy,   commanding  Mobile 

blockade.^  regarding  vessels. 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado, 
Off  Mobile  Bar,  October  W,  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  By  arrival  of  the  Arkansas  I  have  your  order  to  send  you 
a  well-armed  vessel  of  war  to  South  West  Pass,  there  to  report  to  you; 
also  deficiencies  in  coal  and  provisions.  The  Monongahela  is  now  the 
only  one  of  that  description  left  here  (unless  it  be  the  Oneida). 
The  Lackawanna  is  now  being  surveyed  bv  a  l)oard  of  engineers  at 
the  request  of  Captain  Marchand,  and,  if  I  am  to  believe  the  verbal 
reports,  will  be  unserviceable  for  many  weeks,  perhaps  months,  in 
consequence  of  some  difficulty  with  her  shaft.  1  shall  furnish  vou  as 
soon  as  possible  with  the  report.  Any  two  of  the  others  could  have 
been  better  spared  from  this  blockade.  1  shall  lose  the  services  of 
three  vessels,  which  will  leave  me  very  weak.    The  detention  of  the 
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AUhUtoss  at  Pensacola  quarantine  is  for  an  indefinite  time.  The  leaks 
of  the  Eugenia  are  in  her  sides  and  bends  and  e^n  not  be  reached  unless 
in  smooth  water;  her  coal  bunkers  are  in  bad  condition  and  I  have  no 
lumber.  The  quarters  for  oflScers  give  them  no  protection  against  the 
rain,  as  they  are  ouite  open  and  can  not  be  repaired  without  material 
which  I  can  not  ootain  here. 

Captain  Strong,  with  the  Mo?i(m(/a/iela^  will  report  to  you  forthwith 
per  telegraph,  also  deficiency  in  coal  and  provisions,  if  any.  Neither 
the  Bwnmond  nor  Part  Royal  have  been  heard  from  here,  but  should 
either  arrive  I  shall  be  very  glad  of  their  services. 

I  have  no  desire  to  use  a  pennant  to  which  I  am  not  entitled,  but  beg 
you  to  let  me  know  what  will  be  the  distinguishing  flag  of  this  ship. 
The  flag  or  pennant  made  by  Captain  Goldsborough  and  hoisted  by 
his  order  is  a  small  blue  ''  swallow  tail,"  which  is  now  flying.  No 
other  vessel  than  the  AUxUrons  is  now  suffering  from  fever. 

One  of  my  ensigns,  a  troublesome  and  insubordinate  man,  has  ten- 
dered his  resignation,  which  I  trust  may  be  accepted,  and  which  I  here- 
with forward,  although  the  vacancy  should  be  nlled  very  soon,  as  1  am 
already  short  of  officers. 

I  am,  my  dear  sir,  very  tnily,  yours, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

C(mvinodoTe. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Cornnianding  U.  S,  Western  Grvlf  Blockade^  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  the  Serretai'y  of  ths  Navy  to  Comnwdore  Bell^  U,  S,  Navy^ 

regarding  the  u,  S.  S.  Colorado. 

Navy  Department,  October  21^  1863. 

Sir:  Your  No.  81,  in  reference  to  the  CoU/rad^)^  has  been  received. 
You  will  give  instructions  to  that  vessel  to  leave  the  Western  Gulf 
Squadron  in  time  to  arrive  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  about  the  1st  Feb- 
ruary, 18f>4. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Coindg,  Western  (rulf  Bloekdg.  Squadron  /rt*o  tera^  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-  Comma nd<tv  Greene.^   U.  S.  Navy^  commanding 
u.  S.  f<h!p  Vincennes^  regarding  the  capture  (f  the  schooner  Syrena. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 
Ship  Island,  October  22, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  L.  W. 
i^onnington,  coininanding  the  steamer  e/.  P.  Jackson^  took  into  custody 
the  s<»hooiier  Syrena.  When  taken  the  vessel  was  bound  from  Biloxi 
to  Pas(!agouhi.     She  has  no  cargo. 

It  seems  that  a  Mr.  Masick,  who  has  two  schooners  loading  (by 
authorities  naval  and  military)  cotton  at  Pascagoula,  wrote  a  request 
or  pass  to  the  master  of  the  schooner  to  come  and  lighten  the  two 
schooners  over  the  bar  at  Pas<*4igoula  River. 
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Enclosed  find  a  copy  of  Lieutenant  Pennington's  report*  to  me. 
1  have  the  schooner  now  here,  and  await  instructions  from  you  in 
regard  to  her. 

Respectfully, 

C.  H.  Greene, 
Lieuteimnt'  Commander  and-  Senior  Offi^ser 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Co7)idg,  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Sqiutdron^  Neko  Orleans^  La. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S,  J,  P.  Ja^kson^  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 

L,,  W.  Pennington^  U,  S.  JVimy^  commanding, 

October  ^i,  1863, — Lying  at  anchor  in  South  Channel.  At  daylight 
the  Calhoun  at  anchor  off  Belle  Fontaine  Spit,  [Mississippi  SoundJ. 
At  3  p.  m.  moderate  breeze  from  east  and  foggy.  Cleared  off,  saw  a 
schooner  off  Deer  Island,  got  underway  to  overhaul  her.    At  5:S0 

Bm.  overhauled  the  schooner  Syrena^  of  Biloxi,  bound  to  Pascagoula. 
er  papers  not  l)cing  satisfactory,  took  her  in  tow,  stood  to  the  west- 
ward.    At  8  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Horn  Island. 

November  1, — At  9:30  a.  m.  got  underway,  took  our  prize  schooner 
Syrena  in  tow,  and  stood  toward  Cat  Island.  At  2:30  p.  m.  anchored 
on  the  north  side  of  Cat  Island.  Acting  Ensign  Gelett  went  on  board 
the  prize  Syrena^  taking  Mr.  Kain,  pilot,  Albert  Lindolph,  and 
Charles  Brown;  started  for  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Green^^  U,  S,  Ndvy^  regarding 
request  from  Major-  General  Banks^  U,  S,  Army,,  for  the  delivery 
of  communicatwn  to  Major-  General  Maui^y^  C,  S,  Army, 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 
Ship  Island,  October  «2,  186S, 

Sir:  I  have  received  to-day  a  request  from  E.  G.  Beckwith,  colonel, 
commanding  defenses  at  New  Orleans,  by  order  of  Major-General 
Banks,  that  a  flag  of  truce,  conveying  a  communication  to  Major- 
General  D.  H.  Maury,  commanding  Confederate  forces  at  Mobile, 
may  be  sent. 

1  have  dispatched  the  quartermaster's  steamer  St,  Charles  to  Pas- 
cagoula in  charge  (temporarily)  of  Acting  Master  C.  W.  Pratt.    Lieu- 
tenant Davidson,  of  the  staff,  conveys  the  communioiition. 
Respectfully, 

C.  H.  Greene, 
Lieui^nxant- Commander  and  Senior  Officer, 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Bl^yckading  Squadron, 


Report  of  Co)itmodore  B*IU  ^-  S,  Nary,  regarding  certain  vessels, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Of  Neir  Orleans,  La. ,  October  23,  1S6S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  S. 
Octorara^  Lieutenant-Commander  W.  W.  Low  commanding,  reporter' 


*  Not  found. 


here  on  the  19th  instant,  requiring  considerable  repairs  of  her  engines 
and  extensive  repairs  on  her  boilers. 

The  Port  Soyal,  Lieutenant-Commander  George  U .  Morris,  reported 
on  the  21st  in  quarantine,  although  she  bad  a  clean  bill  of  health.  I 
HRHt  her  to  the  bouth  West  Pass  to  take  in  coals;  then  to  proceed  to 
Mobile  Bar  and  report  for  blockade  service  there. 

The  Monf»\gahda  baa  been  withdrawn  from  blockade  off  Mobile  Bar 
to  convoy  U.  S.  troop  transports,  imder  Major-tieneral  N.  P.  Banks, 
down  the  coast. 

Commodore  Thatcher,  commanding  off  Mobile  Bar,  repoi-ted  on  the 
15th  that  yellow  fever  having  appeared  on  board  of  the  Alhatrom^  he 
>*ent  her  into  Pensacola.  Ho  also  reports  the  boilers  of  the  Lacka- 
wmina,  on  blockade  there,  to  be  very  badly  worn;  the  vessels  on 
blockade  are  relieved  as  fa^t  as  others  are  repaired. 
Verv  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
V'rmmodnri.;  Cmndg.  West  OtJf  Blochidhuj  Sqna<irrm  jrro  tern.. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wrlles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wa«hitigUm. 


RefM/rt  of  C'omTnodore  Bdl,  U.  S,  Na/tm,  regairding  the  preval^m-e  of 
fever  on  board  certain  vessdn  ufhiti  command. 


U.  S.  S.  Pbnsacoi-a. 
Of  lYeiP  (M€m\»,  OctfAer  «.?,  1863. 
8ik:  I  regret  that  I  can  not  state  to  the  Department  that  there  ha« 
been  some  improvement  in  the  health  of  the  vessels  in  the  river  since 
the  date  of  my  letter  of  the  llith  instant. 

The  cases  have  not  been  so  fatal  as  at  first,  owing  to  the  umcticc 
recently  adopted  of  sending  every  case  in  the  least  e<[ui\'ocal  to  the 
naval  hospital  as  soon  as  it  appears,  and  thus  remove  the  patient  from 
the  vitiated  air  of  the  ship. 

Fever  has  appeared  on  traard  of  the  Alhatrosn  and  the  lesiwl  sent  to 
Pensacola;  she  nad  fever  on  iKiaitl  last  j-ear  also. 

T  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bbll, 
('"inmodore,  Coiiuh/.  West  Gulf  Bl^x^Oidtng  Sipuid/ron pro  tetn, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Order  of  Coimruidore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  f-oActinr/  Volunteer  Lleutimant 
UUl,  U.  S.  Nmy. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
New  Orleans,  October  S3,  1863. 
Sib:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  bark 
W.  O.  Andersoji  and  will  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Tennessee. 
Respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Comiwidore,  Coitid;/.  Wext'-rn  (riiff  Bfockading  Sfjiiadron. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Fred.  H.  Hn.L, 

U.  S.  Bark  W.  O.  Anderson. 
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Letter  from  Comiiwdore  Bell^  U.  S,  Na/oy^  to  Major- Gefieral  Banks^ 
U.  S,  Army^  regarding  rrwamires  for  pi^eventing  the  spread  of  con- 
tagimi, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensaoola, 
Off  Neic  Oceans,  La.,  October  SS,  1863. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowtedge  receipt  of  your  note  of 
this  date,  referring,  for  my  '' information, '  the  recommendation  of 
the  president  of  the  board  of  health  to  send  the  vessels  of  the  Navy 
into  quarantine  and  prevent  the  tmnsfer  of  sick  to'haval  hospital. 

The  facts  are  mainly  as  follows:  As  soon  as  the  fever  appeared  on 
board  the  llolhjhitck  she  was  sent  into  quarantine;  the  same  course 
was  pursued  with  the  Fe^irnot^  next  attacked.  At  the  suggestion  of 
the  president  of  the  board  of  health  individual  cases  of  equivocal  char- 
actei*  were  sent  by  transports  to  quarantine.  This  proved  fatal  in 
nearly  all  cases,  and  the  quarantine  plnsician  recommended  to  keep 
parties  sick  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  There  was  no  time  to 
establish  a  new  hospital  for  cases  occurring  daily,  and  the  order  was 
giv(Mi  to  s(Mid  any  men  who  complained  at  all  to  the  naval  hospital. 
Y(»llow  fever  appeared  in  many  of  these  men,  but  in  others  only  catarrh 
and  intermittent  fever;  but  those  in  whom  yellow  fever  was  developed 
have  almost  universally  done  well.  The  Question  was  thus  narrowed 
down  to  the  preservation  of  human  life  ana  the  efficiency  of  the  block- 
ade. Our  vessels  here  are  repai  ring  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  others 
at  sea.  Our  supplies  and  workshops  are  all  here.  I  can  not  almndon 
the  blockade,  enjoined  by  the  highest  authoritv,  and  I  can  only  dis- 
patch vessels  as  fast  as  they  can  })e  repaired.  I  shall  get  all  that  are 
m  condition  to  be  moved  as  far  off  from  the  river  side  as  possible.  It 
is  there  that  they  contract  di.sease,  and  the  effect  of  quarantining  them 
would  be  utterly  demoralizing  to  the  whole  fleet.  In  conclusion.  I 
suggest  that  the  sejison  is,  by  all  former  experience,  too  far  advanced 
for  an  epidemic,  and  we  nuist  take  our  local  risks  in  the  fleet,  with 
such  vigilant  prec^iutions  as  may  save  the  lives  of  our  people  and  pn*- 
vent  danger  to  the  army  and  the  city. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ver}^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

n.  n.  Bell, 
dniinuHhyre,  (hindg.  HW  Gvlf  Blochiding  Squadron  pro  tevi. 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Depart  tit  etit  of  the  Gulf  jVr/r  Orleana, 


Report  of  Captain  Gillim,  IJ,  S.  jVavg^  regarding  a  cruise  on  the  coa^t 

of  Teira^. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 
Of  GalreMton,  Tcr.,  October  ^i,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  communications  by  the  Arizona  were  received.  At  the 
same  time  Connnander  liolando  informed  me  that  he  required  more 
force  off  Sabine.  I  ran  over  there  on  the  17th,  remained  the  18th, 
returned  here  the  19th,  and  left  same  night  for  the  Rio  Grande, 
desiring  to  fall  in  with  the  liohio  and  Kittatlnntf^  a  strong  south- 
easter prevailing.  Morning  of  the  20th  saw  inshore  of  us  a  three- 
masted  schooner  standing  to  the  northward,  supposed  to  be  the 
Kitta4iinny. 
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On  the  21st  boarded  the  bark  (English)  White  Sea,  from  New  Orleans, 
for  Matamoras;  papers  correct;  then  stood  in  toward  the  mouth  of  the 
Rio  Grande,  seized  the  lighter  containing  7  bales  wet  cotton,  which 
proved  to  be  Mexican  property,  and  was  released. 

We  found  at  the  anchorage  two  French  men-of-war  (steamers),  one 
the  Magellun^s;  also  English  frigate  Galatea:  steamed  through  the 
fleet,  all  in  Mexican  waters;  thence  to  Point  Isabel,  where  there  is  a 
small  battery;  put  ship's  head  to  southward  and  eastward,  running 
slowly  until  darK,  then  stood  to  northward  along  the  coast,  intending 
to  sight  it  on  our  course;  wind  hauled  to  the  northward;  strong  breeze, 
weauier  hazy.  22d,  at  7  p.  m.,  struck,  but  not  heavily,  on  the  baron 
bank  off  Pass  Cavallo;  wmd  increased  to  a  strong  norther.  On  the 
afternoon  of  23d  saw  two  small  craft  inshore,  running  to  the  south- 
ward.    At  8  p.  m.  anchored  off  Galveston;  found  all  as  we  had  left. 

Dispatched  the  Arhmxa  to  Sabine  Pass  to-day.  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
account  for  the  continued  absence  of  the  Mrglnla,  She  had  orders  to 
return  immediately  from  the  South  West  Pass,  her  services  being 
much  needed  on  the  Southern  coast.     Two  sailing  vessels  only,  there. 

You  remark,  "The  blockade  must  be  kept  up.  Can  it  be,  without 
vessels  ? 

Commander  Rolando  says  he  had  informed  you  of  condition  and 
wants  off  Sabine.  The  Arizona  being  more  heavily  armed,  1  sent  her 
there  temporarily,  and  the  Granite  v!ty  on  a  cruise  to  Corpus  Christi 
and  back,  along  coast,  also  to  communicate  with  the  Bohio  and  Kittu- 


Enclosed  please  find  reports  in  relation  to  oflicers,  armaments,  coal, 
etc.,  of  vessels;  also  statement  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson, 
made  by  refugees  he  received  on  board.     I  will  send  them  to  you. 
N^'ery  respectfully,  3'ours, 

J  NO.  P.  GiLLIS, 

Seonid  DhuKton  11 W  Gulf  BhcJcading  Squadron, 

Commodore  H.  II.  Bell, 

Comdij,  WeM  G  ulf  Blockaduuj  Squadron^  J\'eic  Orleans, 


Letter  from  C<  mwi  odor e  Bell  ^  U,  S.  JVam/^  to  Brigadier- General  Stone, 
U.  S.  Arrny^  regarding  the  omrlvauling  of  schooner  Ali<ie  McGuigin, 
under  flag  oftnice^  October  25,  1863, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensaoola, 
Off  Nmv  Orleuns,  La,,  Ncrveiuher  1^.,  186S, 

General:  The  senior  officer  on  blockade  in  Mississippi  Sound, 
stationed  at  Ship  Island,  has  informed  me  that  the  fiag-of-truce 
schooner  Alice  McGuigin  was  boarded  a  few  days  ago,  returning  from 
Biloxi,  by  the  U.  S.  S.  J,  P,  Jaehson,  on  blockade  there.  This  vessel 
appears  to  have  effected  her  intercourse  with  Biloxi  without  reference 
to  aiiv  naval  authoritv  either  here  or  in  the  sound. 

I  had  a  conversation  with  Major-General  Banks  about  flag-of-truce 
boats  navigating  the  sound  without  his  own  passport  and  that  of  the 
senior  naval  officer  here  present.  [Illegible  for  several  lines.]  1 
accordingly  forwarded  an  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  to  the 
blockading  fleet,  that  they  shall  seize  and  send  in  for  adjudication  all 
vessels  that  may  be  found  navigating  the  sound  or  on  the  coast  with- 
out a  pass  conjointly  signed  by  Major-General  Banks  or  the  senior 
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oflScer,  IT.  S.  Army,  in  command  at  New  Orleans,  and  the  officer  com- 
manding Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.     1  have  respectfully  to 
request  your  action  on  the  question  referred  to,  which   materially 
concerns  the  blockade  of  the  adjacent  coasts. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Comdg.  We8tej*7i  Gulf  Blockading  Squaa/rofh. 

Brigadier-General  C.  P.  Stone, 

Chief  of  Staff ^  Department  of  the  Gulf  Neio  Orleans. 


Ahtttvact  hxj  of  the  TJ.  S,  S,  J.  P.  Jackson^  Acting  Volunteer  Lievtenant 

Pennlngt^m^  U,  S.  Navy^  commanding. 

(ht(iher2o^  1863, — At  5:30  p.  ni.  saw  a  schooner  coming  out  of 
Pascagoula  and  steering  to  the  westward.  Got  underway  and  rave 
chase  immediately.  At  sundown  went  to  quarter's  and  cleared  the  Iwit- 
tery  for  action,  as  usual.  At  6:30  p.  m.  fired  two  shots  at  the  schooner 
and  brought  her  to.  At  7  p.  m.  overhauled  her;  she  proved  to  be 
the  Alice  McGuigin,^  of  New  Orleans,  in  charge  of  an  army  officer 
(with  a  flag  of  truce  flying).  Returned,  and  at  8  anchored  near  the 
Calhoiin, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  ofth^  Navy  to  Li  atenant- Commander  Brown ^ 

U.  S.  JVavy,,  commandimj  U,  S,  S.  Itasca. 

Navy  Department,  October  9^6^  186S. 

Sir:  Ah  soon  as  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Ithaca  is  ready  for  sea  proceed 
with  her  with  all  pmcticnible  dispatch  to  New  Orleiins,  and  report  to 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  or  the  senior  commanding  officer  of  the  Navy 
present,  for  duty  in  the  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron* 
Very  respectfully,  ctc\, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nwvy, 

Lieutenant-C^nmiander  (ieorge  Brown, 

Commanding  U,  S.  Gunboift  ItHHca^  Philadelphia. 


Order  of  the  Seci'etary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutejiant-  Commander  Ghei*- 
ardi^  TJ.  S.  Navy,,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Chocura. 

Navy  Depart^ient,  October  26\  1863. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Chocara  is  ready  for  sea,  pro- 
ceed with  her,  with  all  practicable  dispatch,  to  New  Orleans  and  report 
to  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  or  the  senior  conmianding  officer  of  the 
Navy  present,  for  dutv  in  the  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Bancroi-t  Gherardi, 

Ccm/manding  U.  S.  Gtinboat  Chocxcra^  Philadejphia. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Seyhum^  U.  S.  JVidvy^  commanding  U.  S. 
schooner  Kittatinny^  regarding  the  capture  of  schooner  Reserve^  from. 
Vera  Cruz, 

U.  S.  Schooner  Kittatinny, 

Coast  of  Texas^  October  ^6, 186S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
25th,  at  11  o'clock,  a  sail  was  descried  from  the  masthead.  We  imme- 
diately gave  chase,  and  at  3:30  p.  m.,  off  Pass  Cavallo,  Tex.,  we 
boarded  and  captured  the  three-masted  schooner  Reserve^  from  Vera 
Cruz,  said  to  be  bound  to  New  Orleans,  but  on  boarding  her  they 
confessed  to  be  bound  for  some  port  in  Texas.  1  removed  all  the 
crew  but  two  sick  men,  put  a  prize  crew  on  board,  and  sent  her  to 
New  Orleans  for  adjudication.  She  was  built  at  Lynchburg,  Tex., 
and  ran  the  blockade  to  Vera  Cruz  with  cotton,  sailing  under  English 
colors  and  false  papers.  She  is  partly  laden,  her  cargo  consisting  of 
dry  goods,  branay,  wine,  hardware,  and  medicine.  1  enclose  list  of 
omcers  and  crew. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Isaac  D.  Seyburn, 
Acting  Master^  Coirmianding, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy ^  Washington,^  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commodore  Thatcher^  TJ.  S.  Navy,  acknowledging  instruc- 
tions. 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado, 
Of  Mobile  Bar,  October  ^6,  1863. 

Sir:  Yours  of  October  18  is  this  moment  received,  via  Pensacola, 
per  Jasmine.  The  Monongahela  was  dispatched  forthwith  on  receipt 
of  your  order  of  the  20th  instant,  with  instructions  to  report  to  you 
per  telegraph  from  South  West  Pass;  also  relativ^e  to  coal  and  pro- 
visions. Tne  emergency  was  so  explained  to  Commander  Strong  that 
I  doubt  not  but  that  he  obeyed  promptly. 

I  am,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Cominodore. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  U,  S.   Westet^  Gulf  Squadron^  New  Orleans. 

P.  S. — Will  you  please  send  the  few  articles  required  per  Jasmine 
or  Arkansas. 


Letter  from.  Commodore  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Briaadier- General  SUme^ 
U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  restriction  oj  illicit  trade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Neil)  Orleans,  La.,  October  27,  1863. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  reference  to  me 
of  a  letter*  addressed   by  Captain  Salmon  Dutton,  of  the  Seventh 

*  Not  found, 
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Vermont  Volunteers,  and  provost-marshal  at  Pensaeola,  to  the  provost- 
marshal  here,  stating  his  belief  that  ^'  an  illicit  trade  is  bein^  carried 
on  between  parties  in  our  lines  and  the  enemy's"  in  Pensacola  Bay- 
Captain  Dutton  alleged  that  this  is  done  by  means  of  passes  obtained 
from  the  commanding  naval  otficers  on  that  station,  and  says  he  has 
reason  to  believe  that  merchandise  and  provisions  are  sold  to  the 
enemy  under  these  passes. 

Permit  me  first  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  point  that  in  support 
of  this  grave  charge  against  the  naval  oflScers  named  by  Captain  Dut- 
ton he  alleges  no  facts,  offers  no  evidence,  but  simply  expresses  what 
lie  feels  confident  in  asserting.  1  do  not  pretend  to  deny  the  possi- 
})ility  that  passes,  given  with  ever  so  great  caution  and  for  lawful 
purposes,  may  have  on  some  oc<*,asions  oeen  abused.  We  know  that 
oui*  blockade  around  this  city  is  extensively  evaded  in  spite  of  the 
utmost  vigilance  of  military  and  naval  authorities  here;  and  it  stands 
to  reason,  as  well  as  universal  experience,  that  wherever  there  is  a 
great  demand  for  articles  of  vital  necessity  adventurers  will  be  found 
})old  enough  to  take  all  risks  of  supplying  it  to  their  own  profit. 

I  do  not  believe  it  is  possible  that  an v  large  quantities  of  merchan- 
dise or  provisions  could  get  through  the  lines,  because  we  know  that 
this  city  is  the  source  of  supply  for  the  army  and  navv  and  recognized 
refugees  at  Pensacola  navy  yard,  and  that  all  vessels  carrying  such 
supplies  are  required  to  have  bills  of  lading  approved  at  tlie  custom- 
house and  passes,  and  signed  by  the  provost-marshal  and  naval  oflicer 
in  command  at  New  Orleans.  'rh(\se  supplies,  to  my  own  official 
knowledge,  are  small  in  quantity,  and  utterly  inadequate  to  afford 
relief  to  any  but  the  parties  for  whom  the\'  are  destined. 

The  refugees  are  fed  chiefly  upon  fish  caught  in  the  bay,  and  it  is 
not  improbable  that  some  of  the  fishing  smacks  nia\^  abuse  the  privi- 
lege of  pursuing  their  calling;  these,  however,  are  restricted  to  the 
bark  Arthur^  now  anchored  off  Pensacola,  to  prevent  intercourse. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that,  if  an\'  instance  of  abuse  of  passes 
has  come  or  should  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  provost-marslml,  he 
ought  to  connuunicate  the  facts  to  the  vessels  or  guard,  so  that  the 
oflending  parties  may  be  arrested;  bijt  I  see  no  reason  why  the  pro- 
vost-marshal and  the  local  authorities  afloat  should  not  act  in  perfect 
concert,  and  no  permission  to  pass  the  lines  should  be  valid  without 
the  joint  consent  and  signatures  of  the  provost-marshal  and  the  senior 
naval  ofliccir  present.  I  shall,  on  my  own  part,  so  instruct  Commo- 
dore Smith. 

Very  respectfully,  your  o})edient  servant, 

H.  n.  Bell, 
Ct»nmo(l4n'<'^  (\>in<hj,  ^Sei^t  (nilf  lilochiiUnfj  Sfpi^dron  pro  tent, 

Brigadier-CieiHU-al  C.  P.  Stone, 

(^hiffof  Sfnjlt\  I)i'2>ni'tment  of  the  thdf  yan  OrUcnis, 
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Rio  Orande  exjyedition  undei*  My  or- General  BanJcs^  U.  S,  Anny^ 
assisted  hy  the  V>  S,  steainers  Mo'noi\gahel<i^  Owasco^  and  Virginia^ 
October  ^  to  November  3,  1863. 

Seport  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  8.  Nairy,  naming  veiieli  for  the  leryice. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensaoola, 
Off  New  Orleans,  [La.\  October  23,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  Major-General 
N.  P.  Banks,  havinpf  expressed  to  me  a  wish  for  a  convoy  of  trans- 
ports which  he  was  preparing  to  send  to  the  Rio  Grande  with  troops 
to  occupy  there  and  at  Brazos  Santiago,  I  found  it  pecessary  to  witn- 
di'aw  the  Monongahel<i  for  that  service  from  the  blockade  of  Mobile 
Bay.  • 

The  convoying  vessels  will  consist  of  the  Monrmgahela,  Commander 
James  H.  Strong;  Owasco.,  Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W.  Henry* 
Virginia,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Charles  H.  Brown.  I  could 
not  assemble  a  more  respectable  force  for  that  service  without  too 
much  weakening  the  forces  blockading  the  several  ports  within  the 
limits  of  this  command.  This  remote  position  of  the  troops  on  the 
Rio  Grande  will  necessitate  an  increase  of  naval  force  in  the  Gulf,  a8 
at  least  three  efficient  vessels  of  a  class  superior  to  gunboats  will  be 
required  off  Brazos  Santiago,  or  in  its  vicinity,  for  the  security  of 
army  transports  and  army  supplies  going  to  that  port. 

Major-General  Banks  himself  will  accompany  tne  expedition  and  is 
ready  to  embark  his  troops  and  proceed  as  soon  as  the  storm  now 
raging  shall  have  abated. 

The  naval  vessels  convoying  the  transports  can  not  cross  the  bar, 
there  being  not  more  than  8  feet  of  water;  but  they  may  render  the 
troops  essential  service  with  their  boats  and  their  guns  of  long  range. 

The  expedition  will  sail  probably  to-morrow  or  the  day  after. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
CoNimodore,  Comdg,  W(^t  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tein. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  JVavy^    Washhigtoj)^  I).  C. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell,  U.  8.  Havy,  to  Captain  OilUs,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the 

withdrawal  of  veisels  for  the  expedition. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola,  October  26^  1863. 

Dear  Captain:  I  am  hard  pressed  all  the  time  for  a  clerk,  and  am 
therefore  always  pressed  for  time  to  say  what  I  would. 

An  expedition  will  sail  from  here  to-morrow  for  Brazos  Santiago 
under  Major-f(TenenilJ  Banks.  Captain  James  H.  Strong,  U.  S.  o. 
Monongnhela^  attended  by  the  (hra^co,  Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W. 
Henr}',  and  Virglnlu^  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Charles  H.  Brown, 
will  constitute  the  convoy,  and  Captain  Strong  will  remain  on  that 
part  of  the  coast  to  guard  the  interests  of  the  United  States  in  that 
quarter.  lie  will  l>e  considered  a  part  of  your  command  and  will  look 
to  you  for  supplies,  going  to  (xalveston  for  his  coals.  If  he  can  spare 
the  Owasco  alter  getting  there  he  will  send  her  to  you.     When  I  sent 
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the  Aiuzona  to  report  to  you  I  expected  one  of  the  boats  most  in  want 
of  repairs  to  be  sent  up.  It  will  not  do  to  keep  them  all  there  until 
they  all  break  down.  It  is  left  to  you  to  send  up  one  at  a  time  as  ves- 
sels are  sent  to  take  their  places.  I  expect  to  send  down  the  Arkanscus 
with  supplies  to-morrow.     The  distinguishing  pennants  and  lights  are: 


Pennant: 


BLUE 
YELLOW 


Lights:  O  9  RED  6 

RED  I  RED 

RED 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Cotnmodore^  Comdg.  West  G^idf  Blockadhig  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Captain  John  P.  Gillis, 

U.  jS.  iS.  Osslpee^  Conidg.  Blockade  Forces^  Coast  of  Texas. 


Order  of  Commodore  BeU,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Strong,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  V.  8.  8. 

Monongahela,  regarding  additional  dnty  to  be  performed. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensaoola, 

Of  New  Orleans,  La.,  October  26,  1863. 

Sir:  In  addition  to  the  needful  protection  which  the  army  trans- 
ports will  require  of  you,  you  are  expected  to  look  after  the  contraband 
trade  to  the  Kio  Grande.  A  description  of  all  the  blockade  runners 
that  we  have  any  information  of  has  been  supplied  you.  You  will 
please  bear  in  mind  that  the  French  and  English  have  armed  vessels 
stationed  off  the  Kio  Grande,  and  that  the  French  are  at  war  with  the 
Mexicans  and  claim  to  exercise  belligerent  rights  in  that  quarter,  the 
same  as  ourselves. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,  Comdg,  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  teva. 

Captain  J.  H.  Stronc;, 

Commanding  XL  S.  S.  Monongahel<x. 


Report  of  Commodore  BeU,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  occnpation  of  Braioi   Santiago, 

November  2,  1868,  transmitting  additional  reports. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pexsacoi^, 
Of  New  Organs,  La.,  Novtmh-r  10,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  division  of  the  army  under 
Major-Greneral  Banks,  which  sailed  hence  op  the  27tb  OctoF)er,  con^ 
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voyed  by  the  Mimimyahel^.  Captain  JanieH  H.  Strniiy.  I /ii'nnr",  and 
Virgiiin,  effected  a  landing  without  opposition  on  the  'lA  instant  on 
Brazos  Island,  at  Brazos  Santiago,  and  tnat  a  part  of  the  wame  division 
was  landed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  following  day,  3d 
instant,  by  the  boats  of  tlie  Mononf/ulidii  and  (/tviMm. 

The  surf  running  high,  two  of  the  Owovco'k  lioatH  were  swaniped 
and  2  sailors  and  T  soldiers  drowned. 

The  transports,  having  been  sepai-ated  in  a  norther,  appear  not  to 
have  sought  the  place  named  for  rendezvous;  but,  after  neaving  to, 
proceeded  stmight  for  Brazos  Santiago,  and  l>egan  to  land  befoi-e  the 
arrival  of  the  Monimtjahela^  which  vessel,  and  the  Owa«co  alone, 
repaired  to  the  appointed  rendezvous  and  waited  there  two  days. 
Captain  Strong  commends  Lieutenant-Commander  Henry  for  the 
skillful  management  of  his  vessel,  having  a  transport  in  tow  during 
the  storm. 

The  troops  at  Brazos  Santiago  had  not  landed  on  the  main  at  the 
time  of  the  departure  of  the  dispatch  vessel  on  the  4th. 

Please  receive  copies  of  the  reports  of  Captain  Strong,  viz: 

No.  1.  Report  of  Captain  Strong,  arrival  of  convoy  at  Brazos  . 
Santiago. 

No.  2.  Report  of  Captain  Strong,  landing  of  troops  at  Rio  Gninde. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfuilv,  sir.  vour  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Onnnwdore,  Comdg.  Went  Gvlf  Blvckadini/  filrjtiadmn  j>nt  tem. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

SecreUt/y  ofthv  Navy,  Wn«hiiigUm. 


II.  S.  Steam  Sloop  MoNONfiAHELA, 

BrazoK  ISa-ntiago,  Nmen^her  3^  1S63. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  left  the  bar  on  the 
morning  of  the  27th  with  this  ship,  the  OiPmco,  and  Virtjinia^  to  con- 
voy the  fleet  of  army  transports  (in  obedience  to  instmctions).  All 
went  well  till  the  morning  of  the  30th,  when  we  were  caught  by  a  gale 
from  the  north.  Signal  was  made  from  the  general's  snip  to  heave 
to,  which  was  done.  Soon  after  the  ti-ansport  Ba^It-y  came  near  with 
her  flag  union  down;  wore  ship  to  iind  out  her  difficulty  and  render 
assistance  if  necessary.  In  going  round  rolled  boats  under,  tilled  and 
dropped  a  quarter  boat,  but  saved  her.  This  ship  can  not  carry  this 
battery  with  safety.  Found  she  could  not  lay  to,  on  account  ol  put-  •' 
ting  out  her  fires.  She  required  no  assistance.  Hove  to  again  alwut  • 
8  miles  to  the  south  of  the  fleet.  It  was  thick  and  foggy,  with  a  great 
deal  of  sea.  At  daylight,  no  vassels  of  the  fleet  in  signt;  stood  for 
the  rendezvous,  reachea  it  about  3  p.  m.  next  day,  fell  in  with  the 
(Acasco  at  the  rendezvous,  with  a  disabled  steamer  in  tow.  Two 
transports  came  in  during  the  day.  Remained  for  three  days  as  near 
as  possible  to  the  designated  point  of  meeting,  in  case  of  separation, 
then  stood  for  this  place,  having  the  disabled  steamer  Bagley  in  tow, 
and  taking  with  me  the  vessels  that  I  had  met  with.  Found  the  rest  ' 
of  the  fleet  here,  they  not  having  stopped  at  the  rendezvow.-*-    ''t'wii   , 
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general  sent  a  steamer  back  but  she  inissf^d  us.  Found  them  landing 
ti'oops,  no  one  being  here  to  oprx^se  them.  One  small  steamer,  one 
schooner,  and  one  launch  were  lost  in  the  gale,  but  all  hands  saved. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Henry  deserves  great  credit  for  the  manner 
in  which  he  handled  his  vessel  in  taking  the  disabled  steamer  in  tow 
during  the  gale.  The  geneml  wishers  me  to  go  down  to-day  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  land  troops  there  if  possible.  I  shall 
leuve  inmiediately.  There  are  no  foreign  men-of-war  there  to-day. 
A  French  brig-of-war  anchored  there  yesterday  for  about  an  houn 
then  left.  The  Virgwia  injured  her  rudderhead  during  the  gale,  but 
can  hold  out  for  the  present  at  any  rate. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  H.  Strong, 

Commander. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Flagship  l\m,saa>la^  Netr  Orleans, 


Seport  of  CommandeT  Strong,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  V.  8.  8.  Monongaliela,  regarding 

attempted  landing  off  the  Bio  Orande. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 

Off  Rio  Grande,  November  4,,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  came  down  here  with 
the  troop  transport  Scoff  yesterdav  at  the  request  of  the  general  to 
land  the  troops,  if  possible,  and  oLtain  lighters.  After  anchoring'  1 
sent  a  boat  in  with  two  army  officers  to  obtain  infonuation,  intending 
to  land  troops  if  it  was  practicable.  I  then  sent  my  boats  and  the 
boats  of  the  Oicaaco  to  the  Scoft  to  be  prepared  to  lancl  when  ordered, 
which  was  not  to  be  till  I  had  heard  from  the  shore.  I  then  took  the 
last  boat  that  I  had,  and  took  Captains  Henry  and  [L.  P.l  Griffin  in 
with  me  to  examine  the  bar.  Finding  it  very  rough,  I  pulled  out  to 
several  of  the  vessels  to  get  information,  if  possible. 

1  ascertiiined  there  were  no  troops  here. 

While  I  was  on  board  of  one  of  these  vessels  it  was  reported  to  me 
that  the  boats  were  ^oing  in.  The  colonel  had  mistaken  his  orders 
and  sent  them  in.  Signal  wjis  made  from  my  ship  to  stop  them,  and 
I  also  would  have  headed  them  off  if  |K)ssible,  but  was  too  late.  1 
regret  to  have  to  report  the  swamping  of  two  of  the  Owascj/s  boats 
and  the  loss  of  two  of  her  men.  As  nc^iir  as  1  can  learn  7  soldiers  were 
lost.  My  boats  all  got  in  safe,  but  could  not  get  off  till  this  morning. 
Three  of  my  men  are  still  on  shore,  but  all  safe.  Two  of  the  (heascas 
l)oats  are  still  on  shon*,  the  surf  being  too  high  for  them  to  return 
out  yet. 

Tfie  officer  sent  with  the  boats  from  this  ship  reports  that  the  Mexi- 
cans treated  them  with  great  kindness  and  assisted  him  to  get  his  \xnxt 
launched. 

It  was  re|H)rted  this  morning  that  the  rebels  had  burned  Brownsville 
last  night. 

The  American  flag  is  now  flying  on  the  Texan  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
Very  resi>ectfully,  etc., 

J.  H.  Strong, 

Co  f/t //fonder. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

FlagHhijf  Pefi^atvla^  Xet/^  O/'hm/K 
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Letter  from  Major-Oeneral  Banks,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Commodore  Bell,  U.  8.  Navy,  axmoancing 

the  oceapation  of  Braios  Santiago. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 
Fl^igship  McClellan^  off  Brazos  Santiago^  November  3^  1863, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  we  reached  Brazos  Santiago 
on  Sunday  (November  1)  and  effected  a  landing  on  Brazos  Island  at 
meridian  on*  the  2d,  which  Is  now  in  our  possession.  We  shall  move 
for  the  Rio  Gmnde  as  soon  as  the  vessels  too  deep  for  the  bar  can  be 
discharged.  On  the  30th  we  encountered  a  severe  gale  from  the  north, 
off  Aransas,  which  scattered  somewhat  our  fleet.  The  Virginia  was 
disabled  and  did  not  reach  the  Brazos  until  late  Sunday  evening. 

The  Moiwngahela  was  separated  from  us  and  has  not  yet  reported. 
The  (huasco  arrived  this  morning  and  reports  that  they  had  been  at 
the  rendezvous  for  three  days. 
10  a.  m. — The  Monongahela  is  now  in. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major '  General^  Commanding, 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Blockading  Squadron^  New  Orleans. 


Abitraot  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Monongahela,  Commander  Strong,  U.  8.  Nairy,  commanding. 

November  2^  1863. — At  9  a.  m.  communicated  by  signal.  At  10  Cap- 
tain Henry  ( Owasco)  came  on  board.  At  10: 30  saw  and  communicated 
with  transport  Barley.  Got  soundings  in  16  fathoms  and  made  land 
bearing  W.,  12  miles  distant.  At  12:45  p.  m.  stopped  engines  and 
sounded  in  17  fathoms.  At  3:30  p.  m.  communicated  with  the  Poca- 
hontas  and  Ba//ley;  made  general  signal  to  th^  Owasco.  At  5: 50  p.  m. 
took  steamer  nagley  in  tow  and,  in  company  with  the  Owasco.^  with  the 
steamer  Zephyr  in  tow,  and  the  Pocahontas.,  with  schooner  in  tow, 
started  on  our  course  at  6. 

November  3.  —At  8: 20  a.  m.  dropped  off  the  Zephyr  and  Bagley.  At 
8:35  came  to  an  anchor  in  8  fathoms  near  the  McCletlan.  At  11  a.  m. 
got  underway  and  stood  for  the  Rio  Grande  River.  At  12:30  p.  m. 
came  to  anchor  off  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande.  Captain  Strong  went 
toward  shore  in  the  boat.  Sent  off*  first  and  second  launches  and  first 
cutter  with  armed  crew  to  transpoit  soldiers  on  shore. 

Noveiaher  Jf,. — From  4  to  (>  a.  m.,  first  and  second  launches  and  first 
cutter  came  from  shore,  also  a  boat  belonging  to  th^Owa^co.  Weather 
cloud}^  and  rain.  Wind  E.  S.  E.  Steamer  Scott  got  underway  and 
stood  in  near  the  beach.  At  8:30  a.  m.  got  underway  and  came  to 
anchor  again  near  the  Scott.  At  10  the  Scott  got  underway  and  joined 
the  fleet  off  Point  Isabel.  At  11  a.  m.  the  American  flag  was  hoisted 
in  Clarksville,  Tex.  At  1  p.  m.  got  undei-way  and  stood  for  the 
McCleUan,     At  2: 15  came  to  anchor  near  the  McClellan. 


Report  of  Captain  Oillis,  U.  8.  Navy,  giving  an   acoonnt  of  the  occnpation   of  Braioi 

8antiago. 

U.  S.  S.  Ossipee, 

Off  Galrei<ton  Tex. ,  Novemher  8^  1863, 

Sir:  The  Ayijiie  Lewis  has  been  unable  to  sail  for  want  of  wind. 
I  hasten  to  send  \o\\  the  accounts  from  Rio  (irrande  just  received 
from  Lieutenant-Commander  Henry,  who  r^^ovX^  \\vfi\,  v^w  >5cNfc  "1^  ^^ 
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3d  of  November  the  army  under  General  Bankjs,  about  9,000  strong*, 
landed  at  Brazos  Santiago.  The  Monongahela^  (hoasco^  and  Virginia 
arrived  the  day  after  and  seized  as  prizes,  lying  in  American  waters, 
the  brig  Dashing  Wave^  the  Yolante^  bark  Science^  and  schooner  Mat- 
amoras^  all  English.  Another  English  schooner  loading  with  cotton 
will  be  seized. 

The  army  has  possession  of  the  mouth  of  the  Kio  Grande,  Bi*azo8 
Santiago,  and  Pomt  Isabel,  and  is  now  on  the  march  to  Brownsville, 
which  is  reported  burned.  Of  the  army  expedition  one,  a  tugbcmt, 
Unian^  was  lost  at  sea.  Another  tug  on  bar  at  Brazos  Santiago  billed, 
and  one  schooner  lost  at  sea,  laden  with  fresh  water.  No  fives  lost, 
except  in  crossing  the  bar  of  Rio  Grande,  when  the  Owasco  lost  2  men 
and  the  army  5. 

An  expedition  of  two  regiments  was  to  go  to  Aransas  to  land  on 
southern  end  of  Mustang  Island. 

Generals  Banks  and  Dana  and  staff  were  all  on  shore  at  Brazos  San- 
tiago.    Many  of  our  transports  are  inside  at  Brazos. 

The  Owasco  comes  for  coal.  I  shall  dispatch  the  coal  schooner  to 
New  Orleans  to-day  and  send  Katahdin  to  the  Rio  Grande  while  the 
Owasco  coals  here. 

The  Katahdin  and  Cayuga  will  be  sent  to  New  Orleans  for  repairs 
so  soon  as  they  can  be  spared.  We  must  have  some  vessels  here  if  you 
desire  the  blockade  kept  up.  My  previous  letters  show  that  we  have 
been  kept  busy  and  want  steamers-on  Southern  coast.  No  dispatch 
vessel. 

Supplv  steamer  is  looked  for  daily.  Stores  for  the  Kittatinny 
required. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  p.  Gillis, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officei\ 
Second  Division  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Conidg.  Western  Gidf  Blockading  Squadran^  JVeio  Orleans. 

It  is  probable  you  have  the  army  news  from  the  Rio  Gmnde. 


Letter  ftrom  Major-Oeneral  Dana,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Commander  Strong,  U.  8.  Navy,  command- 
ing U.  8.  8.  Monongahela,  returning  thanks  for  gaUant  services  rendered. 

Headquarters  Thirteet^th  Army  Corps, 
Steainship  McClellan^  Brazos  Santiago^  Novemhi^'  J^.,  1863, 

I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  3'Ou,  and  through  j^ou  to 
your  officers  and  men,  for  the  many  services  you  have  rendered  this 
expedition,  and  particularly  for  the  gallant  service  rendered  b}^  Captain 
[Ednmnd  W.J  Henry  and  the  crew  of  the  Ovm.^eo  in  saving  the  steam 
transport  7j!phyr  from  wreck  during  the  late  storm  and  towing  her 
to  the  rendezvous,  and  to  you  and  your  crew  for  assisting  the  steam 
transport  Bagleij  in  distress;  also  especial ly  for  the  signal  gallantry  of 
your  brave  tars  in  landing  our  soldiers  through  the  dangerous  surf 
yesterday  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

I  wish  to  mention  for  your  special  approval  the  names  of  Master's 
Mate  [James  H.J  Rogers,  Captains  of  the  Forecastle  [DavidJ  White 
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and  [Guiseppi]  Conte  Modena,  and  Ordinary  Seamen  [Alonzo]  Birt  and 
[James]  Hewes,  of  the  Virginia^  who,  when  a  boat  from  this  ship  was 
capsized  in  the  breakers  on  this  bar  at  dusk  last  night,  boldly  pushed 
into  the  perilous  place  and  searched  for  the  men  all  night. 

You  will  oblige  me  now  by  bringing  your  ship  to  this  anchorage, 
wlien  I  will  communicate  with  you  in  reference  to  future  operations. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

N.  J.  T.  Dana, 

Major-  General. 

Captain  Strong, 

U.  S.  S.  Monongahda^  Comdg,  Naval  Forces  off  Brazos. 


Seport  of  Brigadier-Oeneral  Bee,  G.  8.  Army,  annoaneing  the  approaeh  of  the  enemy's 

veiieli  off  Basel  Santiago. 

Headquarters  Fort  Brown,  November  2^  1863 — 3 p.  m. 

Sir:  The  enemy  are  in  considerable  force,  fifteen  vessels  of  all  sizeu, 
up  to  this  time,  are  off  the  Brazos  Santiago.  Ten  shells  were  fired 
this  morning  at  the  houses  at  the  mouth.  The  weather  is  stormy,  and 
I  do  not  anticipate  a  landing  before  to-moiTow.  1  hav^e  150  of  [James] 
Duff's  cavalry,  very  much  exhausted  by  a  week's  constant  duty. 
Respectfully, 

H.  P.  Bee, 
Brigadier-  Genial. 

Captain  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General^  Houston. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-Oeneral  Bee,  G.  8.  Army,  to  Lientenant-Colonel  Dickinson,  G.  8. 
Army,  announcing  the  occupation  by  the  Federal  forces  of  Brazoi  8antiago. 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Army  of  Texas, 

Santa  Gertrudes^  Noi^eniher  8^  1863. 

Sir:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  of  the 
evacuation  of  Brownsville  by  the  Confedemte  forces  and  the  occupa- 
tion of  that  place  by  the  enemy  in  large  force.  At  5  p.  m.  on  the  1st 
instant  the  enemy  made  their  appearance  off  the  Brazos  Bar  with  a 
fleet  of  eleven  vessels,  which  was  increased  to  twenty-six  transports 
and  gunboats  during  the  night.  They  efl^ected  their  first  landing  on 
the  evening  of  t\w  2d,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  two  large  trans- 
ports had  entered  the  bay  and  landed  five  regiments  of  infantry  and 
about  400  cavalry  horses.  On  the  evening  of  the  8d,  about  100  of  their 
cavaliT  ran  in  our  pickets  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

The  force  of  the  enemv  can  not  be  less  than  8,000.  Colonel  DuflTs 
command  will  arrive  at  tliis  point  to-night. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  Tarver, 
Aid-de-Canip  and  Acting  Adjutant- General. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  A.  G.  Dickinson, 

Commanding  at  San  Antonio. 
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Letter  from  M^jor-Oeneral  Magmder,  G.  8.  Army,  to  Brigadier-Qeseral  Boggi,  C  8. 
Army,  axmoanoing  the  ooeapation  of  Braiot  Santiago  and  BrowniTille  by  the  Federal 
forces. 

Houston,  November  10,  1863. 

General:  Information  has  just  been  received  by  me  that  the  enemy 
appeared  off  Brazos  Santiago  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant  and^ 
landing  at  that  point,  marched  on  Brownsville,  which  was  evacuated 
on  the  4th  by  General  Bee,  after  the  buildings  and  cotton  had  been 
destro\'ed.  Their  forces  are  estimated  at  from  5,000  to  6,000  men, 
and  supposed  by  General  Bee  to  come  from  Fortress  Monroe,  although 
it  is  my  impression  that  they  are  from  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi. 
I  will  give  further  particulars  and  details  to-morrow. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Bankhead  Magruder, 
Major- General,  Comma^fidtng. 
Brigadier-General  W.  R.  Boggs, 

Chiejr  of  Staff ,  Shreveport, 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Lamson,  U,  S.  Navy,  coTnmdndiTig  U.  S.  S. 
(jrramte  City,  regarding  the  capture  of  Cmifederaie  schooner  Anita. 

U.  S.  S.  Granite  Cmr, 
Off  Pass  CavalU,  Texas,  October  28,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  capture  of  the  rebel 
schooner  Anita,  with  a  cargo  of  273  bales  of  cotton,  from  Matagorda, 
bound  to  Honduras,  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  instant. 
1  have  sent  her  to  New  Orleans  m  charge  of  prize  crew. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Lamson, 
Coimnanding  U,  S.  S.  Granite  City, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  U.  S.  Navy. 


RejMJi't  of  Commodore  Bell^  IL  S.  Navy,  regarding  tlie  continued  prefv- 
alence  tf  yellow  ftver  an  United  States  ressels  in  the  Mississippi- 
River. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Off  New  Orleans,  La.,  October  30,  1863. 

Sir:  I  am  sorry  to  inform  the  Department  that  yellow  fever  still 
exists  on  lx)ard  most  of  the  United  States  vessels  in  the  river.  The 
Kstrilla,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke,  is  the 
severest  sufferer,  and  1  have  found  it  necessary  to  suspend  repairs 
upon  her  and  send  her  to  quarantine  down  the  river.  Not  more  than 
one  case  in  the  course  of  three  days  now  occurs  on  board  of  this  ship. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  communication  from  the  fleet  surgeon  on  the 
subject  of  the  fever;  his  remarks  will  apply  as  well  to  half  of  the 
fleet  as  to  this  ship;  undoubtedly  they  should  be  exposed  to  severe 
cold  during  a  part  of  this  winter,  at  least,  if  we  would  have  health  in 
them  next  sunmier. 

I  would  suggest  that  all  of  the  smaller  vessels  could  experience  the 
desirable  change  by  a.sconding  the  river  to  Cairo  or  St.  Louis  during^ 
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high  water,  and  that  soiiio  of  the  river  fleet  be  sent  down  to  take  their 
places. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectf ull y,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Cf/inmodvre^  Comdg,  West  Gulf  Blockading  Sqiuidronpro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Weij^es, 

Sf'cretary  oftlte  ^Vf/n/^  Washington. 

[Encloeurt'.] 

Flagship  Western  Gulf  Bix)ckading  Squadron, 

Off  New  Orleans,  October  22,  1863. 

Sir:  At  my  request  the  surgeon  of  the  flagship  makes  me  the  enclosed 
report  (copy)  of  the  origin  and  progress  ot  the  epidemic  now  prevail- 
ing on  board.  I  have  nothing  to  add,  except  a  recommendation  that 
the  Pensacola  be  got  north  immediately,  ana,  as  far  as  possible,  under 
sail,  and  that  she  remain  exposed  to  a  freezing  temperature  for  at 
least  a  month.  In  my  opinion  she  will  otherwise  have  typhoid  dis- 
eases all  the  winter  and  become  a  focus  of  infection  as  soon  as  warm 
weather  returns. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Jas.  C.  Palmer, 

Fleet  Surgeon. 

Commodore  H.  II.  Bell, 

Cinnmanderin  Chief  of  tlie  Western  0-ulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

[Stibencloeiure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Pen&aoola, 
New  Orleans.,  October  21.,  1863. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  verbal  directions  I  make  the  following 
statement  in  regard  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  this  ship: 

Cases  of  fever,  malignant  in  character,  began  to  occur  on  board  on 
the  1st  day  of  September.  Up  to  the  present  time  41  cases  have  [been] 
reported,  of  which  10  are  believed  to  have  terminated  fatally  (the 
official  report  in  some  of  the  cases  sent  to  quarantine  hospital  not 
having  reached  us). 

The  largest  number  of  new  C4i8es  in  a  single  dav  has  been  six. 
Intervals  of  tive  or  six  days  have  passed  at  times  without  a  new  case. 
Each  accession  of  cool  weather  seeming  to  develop  the  latent  cases, 
with  each  recurrence  of  milder  tempemture  the  process  of  incubation 
apparentl}"^  recommences. 

Isew  cases  continue  to  occur,  and  some  of  the  more  recent  are  as 
malignant  and  as  rapidly  fatal  as  the  early  ones. 

There  can  l)e  no  doubt  that  the  causes  of  disease  exist  within  the 
ship,  a  large  proportion  of  the  cases  having  been  developed  among 
those  persons  who  are  employed  about  the  engines  and  those  who  are 
berthed  in  the  same  vicinity. 

In  my  opinion  the  ship's  company  will  continue  to  suffer  from 
malignant  disease,  varying  in  type  perhaps  with  the  season,  until  the 
the  ship  is  abandoned  or  thoroughly  exposed  to  a  freezing  tempera- 
ture. A  cruise  at  sea  under  sail  might  suspend  the  development,  but 
it  would  surely  recur  whenever  a  summer  temperature  should  be  rcpro- 
duced,  either  by  the  change  of  season  or  by  relighting  the  fires. 
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Believing  that  both  h  uuianit}^  and  pol  icy  dictate  immediate  and  decided 
action,  1  submit  the  matter  for  reference  to  competent  authority. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  Lansdale, 

Surgeon. 
Fleet  Surgeon  J.  C.  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy, 

West  Gxilf  Blockading  Sqiuidron^  Neiv  (hrleayis. 


Instructions  from  Coraniodore  Bdl^  U.  S.  JVavy^  to  Commodore  Thaf<;her^ 

U.  S,  Navy^  regarding  vessels, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensaoola, 
Of  New  Orleans,  La,,  October  SO,  1863. 

Commodore:  The  steamer  Port  Royal,  Lieutenant-Commander  G.  U. 
Morris,  was  sent  from  the  river  on  the  2()th  instant  to  report  to  you  for 
dutv  off  Mobile  Bay. 

1  he  Richmond  left  the  mouth  on  the  17th  for  this  station  and  should 
he  out  bv  this  time. 

The  (Jctorara  and  Kennebec  will  leave  here  Monday,  2d  proximo,  to 
report  to'  you.  Here  are  four  vessels  in  good  condition  for  blockade, 
and  you  will  please  send  into  the  river  the  vessels  requiring  repairs  as 
fast  as  the  repaired  vessels  report  to  you. 

The  Lackawanna  to  be  first  in  order,  as  she  will  be  wanted  immedi- 
ately and  is  considered  the  most  in  need  of  repairs.  The  Genesee  has 
been  thoroughly  examined  here;  the  leak  is  m  her  bottom;  she  was 
calked  while  in  the  river  and  can't  require  calking  to  anv  great  extent. 
If  she  can't  keep  on  blockade  without  danger  to  herself,  please  send 
her  into  the  river  or  into  the  sound;  you  will  judge  of  the  necessity. 
She  shall  not  leave  the  station  unless  the  Department  or  admii*al  shall 
order  it. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Morris  reported  the  Ptrrt  Royal  as  requir- 
ing repairs  before  he  left  the  river,  but  as  I  thought  her  services  were 
wantea  off  Mobile,  I  sent  her  to  you  until  she  could  be  relieved  by 
one  of  the  vessels  repairing  here.  She  was  stopped  at  quarantine,  72 
miles  below,  and  we  could  not  examine  her. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Com.mod<fre,  Comdg,  Western  (hilf  Jilockading  Squadron, 

Commodore  H.  K.  That(^iier, 

U,  S,  S,  Color ad4}.  Commanding  Blockading  Forces. 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  U,  S,  Navy  ^  to  Commodore  BelU 
U,  S,  Navy,  regretting  his  delayed  7'eturn  to  his  command  of  thtt  West 
Gxdf  Blockading  Squadron, 

AsTOK  House,  October  30„  1863, 

Dear  Commodore:  I  was  in  hopes  to  have  been  off  before  this,  but 
you  know  what  it  is  to  get  a  vessel  in  the  hands  of  the  machinists. 
I  suppose  it  will  be  at  least  three  weeks  befon*  the  Hartford  and 
Brooklyn  are  ready  for  sea.  I  feel  anxious  to  be  with  you,  as  I  see 
General  Banks  is  beginning  to  move.     The  (Tovernment,  however, 
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apppiirs  to  bi?  in  no  hurry.  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  really  wish  to 
see  CImrleston  fail  before  they  move  against  Mobile,  but  1  am  in  hopea 
to  {i;et  a  few  light-draft  Itoats  for  the  shallow  waters  of  the  Southern 
coast;  but  the  difficulty  is  to  protect  their  machinery.  I  can  get  boats 
iif  (ji  feet  draft,  but  the  machinery  is  all  exposed  to  shot.  I  will  have 
t  hem  covered  in  like  the  A/bntrons,  and  Unea  with  sheet  iron  to  protect 
them  against  musketry.  But  the  I'ouud  shot  will  go  through  easily. 
I  tan  get  propellers  tnat  will  not  draw  more  than  6  feet  water,  but 
liy  the  time  we  protect  theui  and  tit  tbem  for  .service  with  all  the  men 
(in  liourd  they  will  dniw  7  feet  I  fear:  but  I  am  doing  the  best  I  can, 
1  think  that  howitzers  are  all-sufficient  for  those  light  vessels;  a 
^0-pounder  Parrott  when  there  is  room,  but  1  think  the  la-pounder 
howitzer  just  as  good. 

There  is  a  large  number  of  vessels  here,  but  thej-  fit  them  out  ao 
slowly  that  there  is  no  knowing  when  they  will  he  ready.  There  are 
three  or  four  umnitors  launched,  but  it  will  take  some  two  months  or 
more,  I  think,  to  tinish  them.  Things  generally  look  better  for  us. 
Mr.  Zaiitzinger,  my  brother-in-law,  spent  the  evening  with  me,  and  he 
says  he  does  not  fenow  how  the  secessionists  live,  things  are  so  high 
in  the  South  and  there  is  no  money  coming  in;  but  the  Union  people 
have  the  majority  in  Norfolk  just  now,  and  are  gaining  daily.  I  "was 
glad  to  see  that  you  are  still  taking  prizes  off  the  coast  of  Texas  and 
Mobile.  I  told  the  madam  that  you  would  get  enough  to  pay  for  the 
house,  etc.  Her  only  fear  was  that  you  would  not  want  to  come  home, 
so  1  promised  to  make  you.  I  hope  you  are  getting  the  vessels  before 
the  court  as  fast  as  possible,  for  I  hope  to  get  something  for  the  crews 
of  the  vessels  that  have  been  cofifinea  to  the  river. 

There  appears  to  be  some  difficulty  almut  the  transfer  of  the  $fit,(»00 
on  prize  account  to  Mr.  Dunn,  and  I  told  them  of  it  at  tlio  time  and 
directed  the  paymaster  [to]  specify  the  amount  that  belonged  to  the 
prize  account.  Mr.  Dunn  will  have  to  cover  the  amount  by  a  requisi- 
tion for  the  squadron,  and  then  the  $67,00(1  will  be  paid  over  to  the 
Eersions  entitled  to  it:  but  the  Secretary  seemed  to  think  that  I  had 
etter  let  it  stand  until  I  get  out  there.  But  Paymaster  Davis  says  he 
has  made  it  all  right;  hut  his  views  and  those  of  the  (Jovernment  may 
be  very  diflerent, 

God  bless  you. 
Your  friend, 

D.  (t.  Faeragut, 

Sear-Adwiml. 

ComuKidore  H.  H.  Hell. 

Mi"s.  Farragut  .sends  her  kind  regards  to  you. 

D,  ti.  F. 


I 
I 


Jif'pfirl  'if  I'aptiun  Jenkins,  V.  !S.  j^avy,  tiommanding  U.  S.  S.  JiichtM 
iiiond,  ofarrhxd  in  South   West  Pass. 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond, 

Off  Pilot  Toien,  South  West  Pass,  October  31, 18S3. 

Sik:  I  arrived  at  this  place  at4p.m.  yesterday,  and  sent  immediately  J 

the  telegraphic  dispatch  of  which  1  now  transmit  a  copy,  hut  have  not] 

received  a  reply.     1  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  my  orders,  6nd  alifol 

orders  for  Captaiu  J.  R,  (loldsborough,  conimanding  the  CoUfwi^  I 
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I  await  your  further  orders  in  regard  to  a  supply  of  coal  and  water. 
It  is  blowing  a  very  fresh  northeaster  here  and  outside. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thornton  A.  Jenkins, 

Captain. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg,  WeUern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tent.^ 

New  Orleans^  La. 


Reixn't  of  Captain  GllUnt^  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  affairs  off  Galvestan. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 
Off  Galvesttm^  7«r.,  Novemher  i,  1863. 

Sir:  I  re(;eived  last  evening  yours  by  the  Ai^kan^as.  The  Mononga- 
liela,,  (hnamo^  and  Virginia  having  been  sent  by  you  direct  to  Brazos 
Santiago,  I  c^in  not  as  yet  give  you  the  account  of  coal  they  consume 
daily  or  weekly.  The  Annie  Lenyis  will  probably  be  discharged  on 
return  of  Granite  City^  absent  on  a  cruise  to  the  southward. 

You  will  please  observe  by  my  previous  report  that  I  have  endeav- 
ored, with  the  small  force  here,  to  keep  a  vigilant  watch  on  the  extended 
blockade. 

The  return  to  New  Orleans  of  Acting  Assistant  Sureeon  Kendall 
will  leave  the  Nexc  Lond(m  without  a  medical  oflScer.  The  Bohut  and 
Kittatinmj  are  in  like  condition.  Have  my  previous  letters  been 
received? 

The  OHHipe*'''H  decks  require  c^ilking^  and  her  pivot  ports  should  be 
made  more  secure. 

I  too  am  opposed  to  flags  of  truce.  You  have  sent  letters  on  several 
occasions  to  be  forwarded  thus.  Those  received  by  Arkanms  shall  be 
attended  to. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  p.  Gillis, 
Captain  and  Seniw  Officer., 
Second  Division  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

C/onunodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Conuig,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadnm^  New  Orleans. 

1  enclose  Acting  Master  C.  W.  Lamson's  report. 


Order  (f  the  Secretari/  oftlw  Nary  to  Lieutenant'  Command^ir  Newman., 

IL  iV.  JSary^  coynmandmg  U,  S.  S,  Pemhina. 

Navy  Department,  Novemher  ^\  1863. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  V.  S.  gunboat  Pembina  is  ready  for  sea  proceed 
with  her  to  New  Orleans  and  report  to  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell  or 
the  senior  naval  officer  present  for  duty  in  the  West  (lulf  Blockading 
Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  et<*., 

(fioEON  Welles. 

Serrrtary  of  the  Nary. 

Lieut^jiant-Commander  L.  Howard  Newmax, 

Commanding  U.  JS.  S.  Pembi7)a,  New  York, 
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Order  of  Commodore  BM^   U.  S.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant- Com^mander 
Low^  V.  S.  Navy,^  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Octorara. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Off  New  Orleans^  La.^  November  2^  1863. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  Octorara  is  ready  for  sea  proceed  to  Mobile  Bay 
and  report  to  Commodore  Thatcher  for  blockade  duty  there, 
very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Comdg,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  W.  Low, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Octorara^  New  Orleans. 


Report  of  Commodo^^e  Bell^  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  coal  stcpplied  to 

the  army. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensaoola, 

New  Orleans.,  La..,  November  ^,  1863. 

Sir:  The  anny  finding  itself  without  coals  in  the  midst  of  active 
military  operations,  application  has  been  made  to  me  for  a  supply  for 
the  immediate  use  of  their  transport**,  which  I  have  complied  with, 
loaning  them  3,000  tons. 

If  shipments  be  made  immediately  for  this  station  and  navy  yard, 
Pensacola,  no  inconvenience  to  this  squadron  will  result  from  it. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tein. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^   Washirigton. 


Letter  from  the  cominandant.,  nairy  yard^  Pensacola.,  to  Commodore 
BelL  ('.  S.  Nai\i/^  in  vieif)  of  statement  of  the  pi^ovost- marshal  at 
Fort  Barrancas  regarding  ilcicit  trade. 

Commandant's  Office, 

Navy  Yard^  Pensacola^  November  ^,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  *  of  30th  ultimo,  enclosing  a  copy  of 
a  communication*  dated  [Fort]  Barranca^s,  October  22,  1863,  from 
Captain  Salmon  Dutton,  provost-marshal,  to  Colonel  E.  G.  Beckwith, 
provost- marshal-general  at  New  Orleans,  on  the  subject  of  illicit  trade 
imagined  to  be  carried  on  by  parties  within  our  lines  and  the  enemy. 

In  June  last,  by  authority  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  I 
made  a  contract  with  S.  P.  Griffin,  of  New  Orleans,  to  collect  all  the 
timber  logs  that  I  might  require  which  could  be  found  on  the  shores 
or  afloat  in  Pensacola  Bav  and  its  tributaries  and  land  them  at  the 
navy  yard. 

These  logs  were  lying  on  the  shores  of  Escambia  Bay  and  River, 
Black  water  River,  and  East  Bay;  and  to  collect  them,  of  course,  it  was 

*  Not  found. 


656  WK8T   OULF   BLOCKADING    SQUADRON, 

necessary  to  go  to  those  localitiea.  Several  lioats  with  parties  of  two 
(o  five  oi'  six  men  were  employed  in  thp  husinesSj  and  the  men  were 
compelled  to  take  with  them  their  necessary  provisions,  as  they  could 
not  with  safety  land  to  procure  them,  nor  could  they  have  procured 
Cbem  if  they  had  landed. 

These  men  had  passes  for  themselvesand  their  provisions,  which  were 
examined  at  the  ^ard  ship,  and  they  were  not  permitted  to  pass  if 
they  exceeded  what  was  authorized  by  the  passes.  These  parties  were 
somfitimos  ahsent  several  days,  and  the  provisions  they  were  allowed 
to  take  with  them  were  no  more  than  it  was  supposed  they  needed. 
Sevei'al  attempts  have  beeu  made — several  of  which  were  successful- — 
liy  the  rebels  to  capture  those  people,  and  it  is  not  very  likely  tbat 
they  would  part  with  their  food  to  their  enemies.  Besides  the  people 
employed  in  culleotinp  logs,  some  others  have  been  employed  in  East 
Bay  making  shingles  for  the  hospital  buildings  now  bemg  erected  in 
this  yard,  and  others  on  the  Live  Oak  plantation  in  cutting  wood  for 
the  yard  to  supply  the  vessels  of  the  squadron.  All  these  people  have  , 
been  necessarily  allowed  to  take  their  provisions  with  them.  ■ 

If  supplies  of  any  kind  have  been  carried  beyond  our  lines  to  thai 
rebels,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  has  not  been  under  passes  either  from  J 
Commander  Gibson  or  myself.  1 

At  the  time  of  the  evacuation  of  Pensacola  in  March  last  nearly  a&i  I 
of  the  population  of  that  place  came  here,  a  few  families  only  beinj 
left  there,  some  of  whom  professed  to  be  loyal  citizens,  but  remained 
there  because  they  did  not  expect  to  be  disturbed  by  the  rebels,  andl 
they  had  their  own  houses  to  live  in,  while,  if  they  had  come  here,  J 
they  would  have  been  houseless.  Ejome  of  these  families  have  been  i 
allowed  to  have  some  supplies  from  here,  but  not  in  sufficient  quant!-  1 
ties,  after  satisfying  their  own  pressing  wante,  to  dispose  of  to  thai 
rebels,  f 

Mr.  Morino,  Spanish  consul,  who  says  he  is  not  an  Aiuorican  citizen,  1 
has  been  allowed  to  obtain  some  supplies  from  here  for  his  own  use.  1 
on  his  pledge,  as  a  man  of  honor,  that  none  of  them  should  be  furnishett,  I 
to  any  person  inimical  to  our  Government.  * 

Commander  Gib.«on  informs  me  that  the  sloop  Hope,  of  which 
AxelsoD  is  owner  and  master,  had  a  permit  from  Provost- Marshal 
Wilson  to  run  between  East  Bay  and  Warrington,  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  down  vegetables,  etc.,  and  at  the  request  of  the  master. 
Commander  Gibson  countersigned  the  pass.  The  sloop  went  to  New 
Orleans  and  brought  back  some  supplies  for  one  of  the  stores  in  War- 
rington, and  after  landing  them,  the  master  obtained  from  Commander 
Gibson  a  permit  to  go  to  his  home  on  East  Bay  and  to  take  with  bim 
for  his  own  use  a  barrel  of  flour  and  25  pounds  of  bat^on.  The  sloop 
is  now  here,  having  returned  within  a  few  days  with  a  load  of  shingles. 

Axelson  lives  on  the  Live  Oak  plantation  side  of  East  Bay  and  bears 
the  character  of  a  good,  loyal  citizen. 

As  the  rebels  have  nothing  aHoat  in  these  waters,  I  understand  that  J 
our  lines  embrace  them;  and  in  giving  passes  to  the  persons  as  above  ] 
mentioned  1  have  not  given  passes  to  cross  the  lines. 

If  the  provost -marshal  had  reason  to  suppose  that  the  passes  given 
here  were  used  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  illicit  trade,  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  would  liave  been  well  for  him  to  have  given  mo  the  informa- 
tion, as  it  m\^M.  have  enaliled  me  to  take  such  steps  as  would  bavoj 
prevented  their  ir" -" 


\ 
) 

avoi^^J 


WEST   GULF   BLOCKADING   SQUADRON.  657 

The  provost-marshal  sajrs  he  is  satisfied  that  there  is  a  contraband 
trade  going  on  in  this  district  to  a  great  extent.  I  say  that  I  know  such 
is  not  done  under  navv  passes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Smith, 
Commodore^  Commanding. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Coindg,  Western  G'idf  Blockda.  Squadron  pro  tern.  ^ 

U.  S.  S.  Penaacola^  New  Orleans^  La. 


Report  of  Commodore  BeU^  JJ,  S.  Navy^  of  the  arrhal  at  New  Orleans 

of  the  U,  S.  steamers  Ricnmond  a/nd  Penguin. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
Off  New  Orleans^  La.^  November  3^1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  U.  S.  steam 
sloop  Richmond^  Captain  Thornton  A.  Jenkins,  and  the  U.  S.  gunboat 
Penguin^  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  James  R.  Beers,  arrived  at 
New  Orleans  on  the  2d  instant;  the  Penguin  requiring  considerable 
repairs  of  machinery  before  she  can  be  sent  on  blockade. 
Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
ComTTwdxyre^  Comdg.  West  GuLf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  oftlie  Navy  to  Commodore  Bell^  U.  S.  Navy^ 
urging  the  capture  of  the  steamer  City  of  Petersburg. 

Navy  Department,  Noveinber  -^,  1863. 

Sir:  Transmitted  in  the  mail  of  yesterday  were  extracts  from  con- 
sular dispatches  concerning  suspicious  vessels. 

Your  particular  attention  is  called  to  the  case  of  the  steamer  City 
of  Peter shurg.  Her  character  is  undoubted,  and  the  consul  who  fur- 
nished the  information  is  of  opinion  that  she  should  be  captured  wher- 
ever found  on  the  high  seas. 

Very  respectfully,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Conmiodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comiaanding  Western  Gulf  Squadron  jyro  teni.^  etc. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell.,  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Lieutenatit- Commander 
Greene.,  U.  S.  Navy,  calling  attention  to  the  steamers  Union  aiid 
Medora,  lying  i?i  Pascagoula. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacjola, 
Off  New  Orleans^  La.^  November  J^^  1863. 

Sir:  I  am  informed  that  two  schooners.    Onion  and  Medora,  are 
lying  in  Pascagoula  with  cotton  on  board,  ready  to  come  out.     They 
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are  there  in  violation  of  blockade,  and  lie  in  sight  of  the  st^uners 
Jacknon  and  Calhoun,  If  you  could  organize  an  expedition  of  boats 
by  night  from  the  three  vessels,  might  you  not  cut  them  out?  The 
expemtion  must  be  commanded  b}^  an  officer  of  the  regular  service. 
Please  give  the  subject  immediate  attention,  directing  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Bigelow  to  make  a  reconnoissanco  for  your  information. 
Blockade  runners  must  not  be  suffered  to  lie  in  sight  of  you  unmo- 
lested if  they  can  be  reached.  Be  prompt. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  C(/niviatid!ng  Western  Gvlf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Lieutenant-Commander  Chas.  H.  Greene, 

Commanding  U,  S.  Ship  Vincennes^  Ship  Island. 


Seizures  mad^i  hy  United  States  vessels  at  ths  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande 

November  1^  and  5,  186S, 

Beport  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Brown,  IT.  8.  Havy,  commanding  IT.  8.  8.  Yirginim, 
regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  veiieli  Katamorai,  Volante,  Dashing  WaTe,  and 
8cienoe. 

U.  S.  S.  Virginia, 
Off  Coast  of  Texas^  November  6,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  the  4th  of  November 
I  boarded  the  British  schooner  Jlatamoras^  of  Nassau,  while  she  was 
lying  at  anchor  with  the  middle  of  the  bar  of  the  Rio  Grande  bearing 
west  by  south  by  compass  distant  about  2  miles. 

I  found  by  the  cargo  book  that  she  had  taken  in  spades,  boots  and 
shoes,  cotton  cards,  and  axes  at  New  York,  and  had  discharged  them 
in  American  waters,  I  therefore  captured  her  a  prize  to  the  United 
States. 

The  next  morning,  November  5,  1  took  a  compass  in  my  boat,  and 
taking  with  me  Actmg  Ensign  A.  F.  West,  I  pulled  near  the  bar  and 
obtained  the  true  position  of  the  vessels  lying  north  of  the  boundary 
line,  among  which  I  found  tlie  British  bri^s  Vo/a?ife  and  Dashing 
Wave,  the  British  bark  Science^  and  the  British  schooner  Matamoras^ 
besides  a  numl^er  of  small  schooners. 

As  the  Matamoras  had  already  been  taken,  1  then  proceeded  to  the 
bark  Science  and  found  bv  the  cargo  books  that  she  had  been  dis- 
charging a  large  quantity  of  woolen  cloth.  The  bills  of  lading  and 
cargo  books  were  very  vague,  specifying  nothing  except  the  number 
anamarks  of  the  bales,  not  statmg  whether  thev  were  bales  of  hay, 
gunnies,  cotton  or  woolen  goods.  I  finally  obtained  from  the  captain 
the  information  that  the  bales  (?oiisisted  of  woolen  cloth  of  a  color 
between  blue  and  grey.     That  is  just  the  Confederate  uniform  color. 

Upon  these  facts  being  made  known,  the  bark  lying  in  American 
waters,  I  took  charge  of  her  as  a  prize  to  the  United  States. 

Soon  after  having  placed  a  prize  crew  on  board  of  her,  the  U.  S. 
gunboat  (hoasco  came  down  from  the  Brazos  Santiago,  and  the  com- 
mander coming  on  board  of  us,  I  pointed  out  to  him  the  two  brigs 
which  I  had  not  yet  examined.  We  then  went  together  to  the  Dash- 
ing Wave  and  found  a  large  quantity  of  medicine,  boots,  shoes,  etc., 
on  board  of  her.     Leaving  one  man  m  charge  of  her  we  proceeded  to 
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the  Yolante^  of  Jersey,  and  found  she  had  blankets,  boots  and  shoes, 
stockings,  and  Confederate  uniform  cloth  on  board,  upon  which  ground 
we  declared  her  a  prize. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W.  Henry  then  sent  an  officer  and  crew 
to  the  brig  Dashing  Wave^  and  I  sent  a  prize  crew  to  the  brig  Volante. 
On  the  6th  of  November  I  visited  the  other  vessels  lying  in  American 
waters,  but  found  them  engaged  in  legitimate  business. 

The  U.  S.  gunboat  (hoasco  was  in  sight  during  the  capture  of  the 
Matamorm  and  the  Science^  and  assisted  in  the  capture  of  the  Daahing 
Wave  and   Volante.    The  U.  S.  S.  Morwngahda  was  in  sight,  lying 
oflf  Brazos  Santiago,  while  these  captures  were  made. 

I  forward  herewith  the  prize  list  of  this  vessel. 
Very  respectfullj'^,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  H.  Brown, 
Acting  Volunteer  LieiUenant^  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Virginia. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles^ 

Secretary  of  th^  Navy^  Washington^  D.  C, 


Report  of  Lienteiuuit-Commaxider  Henry,  IT.  8.  Havy,  commanding  IT.  8. 8.  Owaico,  regard- 
ing the  capture  of  the  British  brig  Dashing  Wave,  November  6,  1868. 

U.  S.  S.  OWASCO, 

Rio  Grande^  Novemher  5,  186S, 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  boarded  and  seized  as  a 
prize  to  the  United  States  the  English  brig  Dashing  Wave.  I  seized 
her  under  the  following  circumstances,  viz: 

The  brig  was  in  American  waters,  the  entrance  of  the  river  bearing 
by  her  compass  W.  S.  W.  She  was  loaded  with  a  general  cargo,  and 
among  the  articles  on  board  were  medicines  of  all  kinds,  blankets, 
boots,  and  bales  of  army  clothing.  1  thought  those  things  were  suffi- 
cient to  condemn  her,  especially  as  there  was  a  great  quantity  of  qui- 
nine on  board.  The  Virginia  was  near  by  and  the  Monon^jahela  in 
signal  distance  at  the  time.  I  reported  to  the  captain  of  the  Monon- 
gaheta  what  I  had  done,  and  he  appeared  satisfied  with  my  conduct. 
1  will  dispatch  niv  vessel  immediate!}'  to  New  Orleans  and  give  orders 
for  the  captain  or  the  Virginia  to  do  the  same  with  those  he  has  taken 
charge  of. 

I  am,  sir,  vcr}'  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  Henry, 
Lieutenant-  Commander, 
Hon.  GiDEOx  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Letter  from  the  British  consul  at  New  Orleans  to  Commodore  Bell,  IT.  8.  Havy,  requesting 
an  order  for  the  release  of  the  master  of  the  brig  Dashing  Wave. 

British  Consulate, 
New  Orleans,  November  ^^^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dean,  who  is  son  of  the 
owner  of  the  British  brig  Dashing  Wave,  lately  seized  by  the  U.  S. 
gunboat  Virginia  while  at  anchor  off  the  Rio  (jrande  and  now  in  the 
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Mississippi  River,  who  informs  me  that  the  master  of  the  Dashing 
Wave  is  a  prisoner  in  irons,  on  a  false  charge,  on  board  his  vessel. 

I  can  scarcely  think  Captain  Rive  has  been  guilty  of  such  a  crime 
or  crimes  as  would  warrant  a  punishment  so  condign,  and  I  deem  it 
proper  to  bring  the  matter  to  your  notice,  feeling  assured  that  if  it  is 
as  represented  j^ou  will  have  an  early  investigation  as  to  the  cause  of 
imprisonment  or  order  his  release. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Coppell, 
Her  Britannic  Majesty* s  Acting  Consul. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Coinmanding  Western  Gulf  Slacka^ing  Squadro7i. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bell,  IT.  8.  Havy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Henry,  IT.  8.  Vavy, 

transmitting  receipt  for  brig  Dashing  Wave. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
New  Orl^ans^  November  27,  186S. 

Sir:  Herewith  tind  enclosed  the  receipt  of  the  U.  S.  marshal  for  the 
prize  brig  Dashing  Wave.  Acting  Master  Thomas  B.  Sears,  the  prize 
master,  having  been  detained  and  imprisoned  by  the  court,  the  receipt 
is  sent  to  vou. 

Respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Comclg.  Western  Gidf  Blockdg,  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  W.  Henry, 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Owasat. 


Beport  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Brown,  U.  8.  Havy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Virginia, 

regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  brig  Volante. 

U.  S.  8.  Virginia, 
Off  Coast  of  Texas,  Novetuber  6,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  capture  by  this  vessel  of 
the  British  brig  Volante,  of  Jersey,  this  day. 

At  the  time  of  capture  the  Voiantr  was  lying  al>out  3  miles  from 
the  shore,  with  the  center  of  the  Rio  Grande  bar  l)earing  W.  S.  W. 
by  compass.  Upon  examination  of  her  papers,  I  found  that  she  carried 
the  following  articles  contraband  of  war,  viz,  boots  and  shoes,  army 
blankets,  case  of  stockings,  bales  of  Confederate  uniform,  woolen 
cloth,  etc. 

I  therefore  sent  her  to  New  Orleans  as  a  prize  to  the  United  States. 
1  forward  herewith  a  list  of  oflScers  and  crew  attached  to  this  vessel  at 
time  of  capture. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  H.  Brown, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Commanding  U*  S,  S,   Virginia. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,   Washington. 
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U.  S.  S.  Virginia, 
Offtlie.  Coast  of  Texas,  November  S,  1863. 

Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  particulars  relating  to 
the  capture  of  the  British  bark  Seiefice,  of  Waterford.  On  the  6th 
of  November,  1863,  I  lx»arded  the  said  bark  and  found  her  Iving  iu 
Americ-an  waters,  with  the  center  of  the  bar  of  the  Rio  Grande  tear- 
ing by  compass  W.  by  S.  i  S..  distant  about  2i  miles. 

1  found  by  examination  of  her  cargo  books  that  she  had  discharged 
;i  large  quantity  of  bales,  but  upon  enquiry  of  the  captain  and  mate  aa 
to  the  content-*  of  those  bales  I  was  told  that  thej-  could  give  me  no 
information. 

The  cargo  books,  both  of  the  receipt  and  delivery  of  these  bales  and 
the  bills  of  lading,  seemed  to  be  intentionally  guarded  as  to  stating  the 
contents  of  the  bales,  and  in  no  place  where  this  part  of  the  cargo  was 
mentioned  was  there  any  clue  as  to  their  contents. 

This  studied  obscurity  gave  rise  to  suspicion,  and  1  told  the  captain 
that  I  should  have  to  detain  his  vessel  until  I  could  he  satisfied  as  to 
the  contents  of  the  bales, 

Upon  hearing  this  he  said  that  some  of  the  bales  had  been  chafed 
during  the  passage  from  London,  and  he  saw  that  they  contained 
woolen  cloth.  I  vaen  asked  him  the  color  of  that  cloth,  and  reluc- 
tantly he  told  me  it  was  neither  blue  nor  grey,  but  a  shade  between  these 
two  colors.  This  I  know  to  be  the  Confederate  uniform  color,  and 
immediately  told  the  captain.  I  took  his  vessel  as  a  prize  to  the 
United  States. 

Upon  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  I  seiited  the  British  brig  Volante, 
of  Jersey,  loaded  by  the  same  brokers  and  consigned  to  the  same 
house  in  Matamoras,  and  on  board  of  her  I  found  15  bales  of  cloth 
which  the  captain  said  was  a  balance  of  an  invoice  shipped  by  the 
Science.  Upon  these  grounds  I  considered  heralawfui  prize, and  sent 
her  to  New  Orleans  for  adjudication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Cha8.  H.  Brown, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Virginia, 

Hon.  Gideon  WEaj,E8, 

Secretary  of  the  JVavy. 


U.  S.  Steam  Si^or  Monongaiiela, 

Brazos  Santiago,  No-veniher  8, 1S63. 
Sir;  Yesterday  afternoon  1  received  a  letter  from  the  captain  of  the 
port,  a  translation  of  which  1  herewith  enclose  you.  Early  this  morn- 
nig  I  went  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  investigated  the  case, 
and  if  Captain  Brown's  statement  is  correct,  which  I  have  no  reason 
to  doubt,  he  has  not  gone  beyond  his  duty.  The  lightfirs  were  not 
seized  at  all,  and  as  tney  I'eturned  to  the  port  as  soon  as  they  had 
unloaded  I  said  nothing  about  them  in  my  letter  to  the  captain  of  the 
port.     A  copy  of  my  letter  in  answer  to  his  1  also  enclose. 
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There  was  a  steamer  that  left  to-dav,  I  believe,  for  New  Orleans,  but 

the  genei*al  is  quartered  on  shore  and  did  not  advise  me  of  her  sailing. 

There  has  nothing  further  of  importance  transpired  here  since  I 

wrote  you  last.     Nothing  has  been  landed  to-day,  it  being  too  rough 

on  the  bar.     The  steamers  are  nearly  all  discharged. 

Three  or  four  days  since  the  general  proposed  to  make  another 
demonstration  higher  up  the  coast,  but  I  have  heard  nothing  of  it 
since,  as  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  on  shore. 

I  had  to  send  the  Owohco  up  to  Galveston  for  coal  ni^ht  before  last. 
It  will  be  a  serious  matter  for  this  vessel  to  coal  there,  if  it  is  as  rough 
as  it  is  here.  There  has  been  but  one  day  since  I  arrived  here  that  I 
could  have  cast  loose  my  11-inch  or  200:pounder  rifle,  and  even  on  that 
one  day  it  would  have  been  attended  witn  no  small  risk.  Even  to-day, 
when  the  steamers  anchored  near  me  are  quite  steady,  my  ship  rolls 
the  muzzles  of  the  broadside  guns  under  water. 

The  Nefio  Londcm  came  down  yesterday  on  a  cruise  and  brought  me 
a  dispatch  from  Captain  Gillis;  she  returned  inunediately. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 

Cknnynander. 
Commodore  H.  II.  Bell, 

Coiiwianding  Westt^m  fhilf  BlocJcading  Squadron^ 

U.  S,  Flagship  Pensdcola^  Neto  OrUans^  La. 

fEnclcwures.— Translation.! 

Office  of  Captain  of  Port  of  Matamoras 

AND  Military  Commander, 

Boca  del  Rio^  Novemher  6,  1863. 

To-day.  at  9  in  the  morning,  the  schooners  Matamoras^  ClotUde^  and 
all  the  other  Mexican  lighters  have  been  captured  by  the  U.  S.  war 
steamer  Virginia^  and  as  I  do  not  know  what  is  the  reason  for  which 
they  have  been  arrested,  I  desire  to  learn  it,  as  likewise  if  we  have  no 
guaranties  that  the  remaining  ships  ma}'  continue  to  trade. 

Considering  that  the  United  States  are  a  friendly  nation,  1  can  not% 
believe  that  this  is  true,  and  if  it  should  be  so,  I  would  see  myself  obliged 
to  close  the  port  and  give  an  account  to  my  Government  as  soon  as  I 
may  have  an  opportunit}'. 

Hoping  that  you  will  answer  me  as  you  deem  best,  I  offer  to  you 
the  assurance  of  my  esteem  and  consideration. 

Liberty  and  reform. 

Joseph  G.  Solar. 

To  Commanding  Officer 

OF  the  Squadron  of  the  U.  S.  A., 

Brazos  de  Santiago, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 

Off  Rio  Oranda^  Novtuiher  8^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commu- 
ni(*>ation  of  the  6th  instant,  which  came  to  hand  late  last  evening. 

In  reference  to  the  captures  complained  of,  the  captain  of  the  Vir- 
ginia^ who  made  the  captures,  informs  me  that  they  were  at  anchor  in 
American  waters  at  the  time  of  capture,  and  were  pursuing  a  contra- 
band trade.  No  vessel  anchored  \n  Mexican  waters  has  been  inter* 
fered  with,  or  even  visited,  so  far  as  I  can  learn. 
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The  Clotllde  was  not  captured,  but  on  the  contrary  was  found  in 
distress  by  the  F/A/Z/^/a,  having  lost  all  of  her  anchors.  The  Virginia 
took  her  in  tow  till  she  could  be  relieved. 

Neither  the  Government  of  the  United  States  nor  its  officers  wish 
to  interfere,  in  an^  manner  whatsoever,  with  the  trade  of  Matamoras, 
or  any  other  Mexican  port;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  their  desire  to  con- 
tinue the  same  friendly  relations  that  are  now  existing. 
Hoping  that  this  explanation  will  be  satisfactory, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obeHient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 

Co7nmander. 
Joseph  G.  Solar, 

Captain  oft/ve  Port^  Boca  d^l  Rio. 


Beport  of  Commander  Strong,  U.  8.  Havy,  transmitting  additional  correspondence  with  the 
captain  of  the  port  of  Boca  del  Bio,  regarding  the  legaUty  of  the  captures. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 
BrazoH  Santiago^  Tex,^  November  i^,  186S. 

Sir:  I  have  to-day  received  another  communication  from  the  captain 
of  the  port,  a  translation  of  which  I  send  you,  as  well  as  my  answer. 
Later  in  the  evening,  9  p.  m.,  I  received  a  communication  from 
General  Banks,  asking  me  to  send  a  gunboat  to  Aransas  Pass  to  asc^er- 
tain  if  there  was  a  force  there,  as  he  wants  to  make  a  landing  there  at 
once.  He  has  a  report  that  the  place  has  been  abandoned.  I  had  to 
detain  the  Virginia  for  that  duty.  She  ought  to  be  back  to-morrow 
night,  when  I  shall  send  her  up  to  Captain  Gillis. 

More  troops  are  expected  aown  in  a  day  or  two,  as  steamers  have 
been  sent  up  for  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 

ConimandiT, 
Commodore  II.  H.  Bell, 

Cotnmanding  Wester^n  Gulf  Blockading  Squadroi\^ 

IL  S,  Flagahip  Pensa^ola.,  Nnu  Orleana^  La. 

[EnclosiircR.— Translation.  ] 

Office  of  Captain  of  Port  and 
Military  Commandant  of  Boca  del  Rio, 

Boca  del  Rio^  Noveinler  cV,  186S. 

I  have  received  your  polite  note,  and  am  fully  acquainted  with  the 
causes  for  which  the  commander  of  the  gunboat  Virginia  says  he  has 
captured  the  schooner  Matamoran — for  being  in  United  States  waters, 
and  also  for  having  contraband  of  war. 

I  have  made  enquiry  of  the  consignee,  and  he  assured  me  that  he 
had  no  contraband  of  war,  and  as  to  oeing  in  the  waters  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  not  certain,  because  in  the  spot  where  she  was  anchored 
taking  her  cargo  are  Mexican  waters. 

I  should  wish  you  to  condescend  to  communicate  your  rules,  that 
they  may  be  registered,  and,  if  it  should  be  true  that  she  carried  con- 
traband of  war,  that  I  may  communicate  it  to  my  Government,  and 
the  final  result. 

I  assure  you  of  my  respect  and  consideration. 

Liberty  and  reform. 
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Boca  del  Rio,  Nm^efmber  *,  1863. 
Sir:  The  schooner  Matamoras^  Captain  Russell,  from  New  York,  was 
taken  by  authority  of  the  commander  of  the  United  States  fleet,  the  said 
vessel  being  in  Mexican  waters  and  loaded  for  the  port  of  Matamoras 
with  a  regular  clearance  from  the  aforesaid  port  of  New  York,  and 
having  no  articles  on  board  contraband  of  war,  as  you  will  perceive 
from  a  complete  copy  of  her  manifest,  and  said  vessel  being  owned  as 

6er  register  by  Messrs.  Santiago  Yturria,  O.  K.  King,  and  Captain 
lussell,  the  former  a  citizen  or  Mexico  and  the  two  others  of  the 
United  States. 

Respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

Manuel  Leorand. 

To  the  Commander  of  the  United  States  Fleet, 

Gulf  of  Mexico. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 
Brazos  de  Santiago^  Tex.^  November  12^  1863, 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  8th  instant  has  iust  come  to  hand. 

In  answer  I  can  oiilv  say  [that]  the  anchorage  of  the  schooner  Mata- 
moi^QH  was  ascertained  by  the  compasses  of  the  schooner,  as  well  as 
those  of  the  Virginia^  and  in  presence  of  the  officers  of  the  schooner. 
The  case,  however,  will  be  adjudic4ited  upon  by  a  legal  court. 

You  ask  me  to  communicate  our  rules  in  reference  to  captures.  We 
claim  the  rijjht  to  capture  any  vessels  anchored  in  our  waters  on  this 
coast,  as  it  nas  all  been  declared  closed  to  commerce  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  Capture,  however,  does  not  necessarily 
infer  condemnation;  that  is  the  dut}-  of  the  court  to  decide. 

1  have  received  a  conmmnication,  dated  the  11th  instant,  not  signed, 
but  as  it  came  from  your  office,  I  presume  the  omission  was  accidental. 

The  boat  spoken  of  docs  not  belong  to  either  of  the  men-of-war  oflF 
the  port;  it  belongs  to  the  Army.     1  will  send  your  communication  to 
the  quartermaster,  who  will  probabl}^  attend  to  the  matter. 
Very  respectfully,  3^our  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 

Commander, 

Joseph  G.  Solar, 

Captain  of  Port  of  Boca  d^l  Bio. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  oftlie  Navy  to  Lieut^mant-  Commander  Dellaven^ 

XL  &\  Navy^  commanding  U,  S,  S,  Sehago, 

Navy  Department,  November  J,  1863. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  S.  Sebago  is  in  all  respects  ready  for  sea 
you  will  proceed  with  her  to  New  Orleans  and  report  to  Commodore 
H.  H.  Ifell,  or  the  senior  officer  present,  for  duty  in  the  West  Gulf 
Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Joseph  E.  De  Haven, 

Commanding  L\  S.  S.  Sebago^  Naxry  Yard^  New  York. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Bell,,  U.  S-  Navy^  regarding  improved  sanitary 
conditions  on  hoard  the  United  States  vessels  in  the  Mississippi 
Ri/ver. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Off  New  Orleans^  La.^  November*  ff,  1863. 

Sib:  I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  health  of  vessels  in  the  river  has 
materially  improved. 

It  became  advisable  to  send  the  Estrella  and  Princess  Royal  to  quar- 
antine and  have  everybody  sent  on  shore  to  live  in  tents.  The  health 
of  all  hands  improved  instantly,  and  the  eases  of  fever  reported  arc  of 
the  mildest  character. 

No  new  case  has  occured  on  board  of  this  ship  since  October  26. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Cojndg,  West  Gxdf  BlocTcading  Squadr<ynpro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington, 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell^  U.  S.  JVavy^  of  the  arrival  at  Keiv  Orleans 
of  tlie  U,  S,  S,  Laclcawanna  for  extensive  repair^, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  PensacoixA, 
Off  New  OrleaTis^  La.^  Nove>nhe7*  6^  1863, 

Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  Lacka- 
wamna  arrived  to-day  from  Mobile  Bar  for  repairs,  her  propeller 
bearings  having  worn  away  so  much  as  to  let  the  propeller  down  upon 
the  shoe,  against  which  it  thumps  with  great  violence.  I  am  sorry  to 
say  the  detention  in  consequence  will  be  prolonged  and  uncertain  as  to 
time. 

The  Arkansas  will  arrive  to-day  from  Galveston  and  Sabine  Pass, 
having  left  all  well  there. 

No  information  has  been  received  from  General  Banks'  expedition 
since  it  left  the  river,  October  27. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,^  Comdg,  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squ/idron  pro  terti, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na^ry^   Washingtmi, 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell^  U,  S.  Navy,,  to  Acting  Master  TTamiltoyi,, 
TJ,  S,  Navy^  commandinq  TJ,  S,  aS.  Commodm'e^  to  j/7'oceed  to  Pitas 
Christian  for  the  protection  of  Mrs,  Charlotte  Seal, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

November  9,  1863, 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  steamer  Commodore  to  Pass  Christian, 
[Miss.],  and  give  protection  to  Mrs.  Charlotte  Seal,  a  loyal  woman, 
who  has  permission  to  embark  her  furniture  in  a  vessel  of  her  own,  to 
bring  it  to  New  Orleans.  You  will  be  careful  to  guard  against  sur- 
prise by  establishing  a  proper  armed  guard  and  lookout.  It  is  under- 
stood tnat  her  house  is  near  the  beach;  if  it  is  not,  you  are  not  to  risk 
your  men.     A  guard  of  soldiers  would  be  necessary. 
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You  will  not  allow  yourself  to  \)e  unreanonably  detained  on  this  ser- 
vice, which,  having  performed,  you  will  pro<»eed  to  Ship  Island,  and, 
having  filled  with  coal,  return  to  the  lakes,  looking  into  the  bays  and 
creeks  on  the  Mississippi  coast  for  blockade  runners  and  j^irates, 
which  are  known  to  infest  those  shores  (as  well  in  the  [Mississippi] 
Sound  as  the  lakes). 

Very  respectfully^ 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 
Acting  Master  J.  R.  Hamilton, 

[^.  S.  S,  Ciniiiiwdiyre^  Port  Peacock^ 

[Lake  Pimtchartrain  and  Lake  JBorgne]. 


L'tier  from   Qmimodore   Bell^    U,    S,    JVavy^   to  Bn^adier-Oeneral 
li(nre)i^  U,  S,  Army^  transft^rrhig  soldiers  escaped  from  Galveston, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
OfNeit)  Orleans,  November  9,  1863. 

General:  Eleven  soldiers  escaped  from  Gralve^ton  Harbor  a  short 
time  since,  and  came  off  to  the  blockading  vessels. 

The}'  wish  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  can  doubtless  give 
some  relia})le  information  as  to  the  defenses  of  Galveston  on  the  land 
side  and  of  Texas  generally.     I  leave  them  in  your  hands. 

.  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  • 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commod(/re^  Comdg,  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Brigadier-Genei-al  James  Bowen, 

PronM- Marshal- General^  Department  of  tJie  Gulf 


lAittrrfrnm  the  Seci\4arij  of  the  Nary  to  Commodore  Bell^  U.  S.  Navy^ 
fmoarding  infyrmation  <f  smuggling  in  Texas. 

Navy  Department,  November  9^  1863. 

Sir:  1  enclose  herewith  a  copv  of  a  comnmnication  received  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  referred  to  this  Department,  from  the  U.  S. 
consul  at  Matiunoitis,  relative  to  the  smuggling  of  rebel  uniforms 
across  the  Kio  Grande  to  Texas,  and  the  absence  of  our  ships  of  war 
from  the  vicinity. 

Very  respectfully 

Gideon  Welles. 

SeiTetary  of  the  Nairy. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg,  Wt^f^trrn  (rulf  Block  dg.  Squadron  pro  tem^ 

New  Orleans. 

[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  Noremler  9^  1863. 

Send  the  Peinhlna  to  New  Orleans  for  duty  in  WestCiulf  Squadron. 
Orders  were  sent  on  the  2d  instant. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Sec7\4ary  of  Navy. 
Rcar-Admiral  Hiram  Paulding, 

Cojnmandant  of  Nary  Yard^  New  York. 
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Heport  of  CommandtT  Toicnsend^  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  delayed  dis- 
patch from  Brigadier-  General  Stone^  U,  S»  Army^  reqicesting  coop- 
eration of  tin-cXads  in  Berwick  Bay. 

U.  S.  S.  Essex, 
Off  Donaldsonville^  La. ,  Novemher  10^  1863, 

Commodore  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  by  the 
St,  Chnr^  of  your  note  of  the  3d  instant,  covering  a  copy  of  a  com- 
mnnication,  dated  October  9,  1863,  and  addressed,  ^' To  the  Senior 
Officer  in  Command  U.  S.  Souadron  at  New  Orleans/'  by  "  G.  Norman 
Lieber,  Acting  Assistant  Aajutant-General."  In  tnis  communication 
(ienei-al  [Charles  P.]  Stone,  chief  of  staflf,  curtly  asks  by  telegraph 
for  ''Tin-clads  to  cooperate  with  the  army  in  Berwick  Bay." 

As  you  refer  the  (tocument  to  me,  I  beg  leave  to  say  in  reply  that 
except  in  case  of  public  emergency  1  do  not  feel  authorized  to  order 
any  of  the  vessels  under  my  command  to  points  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  Mississippi  Squadron.  And  in  the  case  presented,  I  can  not  see 
that  any  sucn  emergency  exists. 

In  order  that  the  first  district  of  his  command  might  be  adequately 
protected,  Admiral  Porter  temporarily  supplied  the  places  of  the  com- 
pulsorily  absent  vessels  he  had  assigned  thereto  by  withdrawing  a 
couple  of  tin-clads  from  other  districts.  I  do  not  think  he  would 
approve  my  sending  the  vessels  thus  gleaned  from  the  other  divisions 
on  an  outside  expedition  in  compliance  with  the  call  of  an  informal, 
half -made-up  telegram  that  was  over  a  month  in  reaching  me. 

In  case  I  should  be  informed  by  you,  commodore,  that  the  necessity 
for  such  action  existed  I  would  at  once  send  the  tin-clads  down,  with 
instructions  to  their  commanders  to  place  themselves  under  your 
orders.  I  would  know  that  they  were  wanted  for  an  important  pur- 
pose, and  thus  could  rest  assured  of  the  admiral's  approval  of  my 
course.  Genenil  Stone's  unexplained  telegraphic  calls  can  possess  no 
such  weight  or  influence. 

I  shall  transmit  to  Admiral  Porter  by  the  first  opportunity  a  copy 
of  the  document  for  his  consideration  and  decision. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Townsend, 

Comrnander^  IL  S,  Navy. 

Commodore  Henry  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Western  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Strong.^  U.  S.  Namf.,  am,nouncing  the  occupation 
of  Bro^cnsvillehy  Major- Ge7ieralBanks^  U.  S.  Anny. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 
Brazos  Santiago^  November  10.,  1863. 

Sir:  It  has  been  blowing  a  gale  for  the  last  twenty-four  hours,  but 
is  now  moderated.     We  have  just  had  a  tug  oflf  from  the  shore. 

General  Banks  is  at  Brownsville.  He  has  possession  there.  I  have 
no  more  information  in  regard  to  the  proposed  expedition  higher  up 
the  coast. 

The  Katahdtn  came  in  this  morning;  she  leaves  to-morrow  for  Gal- 
veston again. 
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The  army  have  lost  several  steamers  here,  but  nothing  to  interrupt 
the  expedition  materially.     All  is  going  on  well. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  ol^dient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 

Commander, 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commundi/ng  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squad/ron^ 

Tj.  S.  J^lagship  Pen^acola^  ffeijo  Orl'€a/m^  La. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-  General  Stone^  U.  S,  Army^  to  Co7nm/>dore 
Bell^  U,  S.  Navy^  calling  attention-  to  British  blockade  ninners  in 
Mermentau  River. 

New  Orleans,  November  11^  1863. 

Commodore:  A  reconnoissance  made  by  order  of  Major-General 
Franklin  toward  the  Mermentau  River  develops  the  fact  that  there  are 
four  blockade-running  schooners  in  that  river,  discharging  freight 
from  New  Orleans.  Two  of  these  are  British  schooners,  the  Addatde^ 
which  cleared  from  Matanioras  August  16,  1863,  and  sailed  September 
2;  and  the  Derby ^  a  British  schooner,  which  cleared  Au^st  29,  and 
sailed  September  2  for  Belize,  Honduras,  via  Matamoras.  Can  not 
these  vessels  be  caught  if 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  commodore,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  p.  Stone, 
Brigadier-  Gt^neral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Sfjuadron. 


Report  if  Commander  8tr<mg^  U,  S.  Navy^  vpon  his  retvrn  from  the 

mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 

Brazos  Santiago^  Tex,^  November  12^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  this  moment  returned  to  this  anchorage  from  the  Rio 
Grande,  and  learn  that  a  transport  will  go  to  New  Orleans  this 
afternoon. 

I  have  at  last  got  all  the  l>oats  belonging  to  our  ships  off  from  the 
shore.  Three  of  my  men  de,serled  with  their  arms  from  the  boate 
when  the  troops  were  landed. 

There  is  a  revolution  going  on  at  Matamoras.  The}'  have  had  three 
governors  in  the  last  two  days.  Governor  Cobos  and  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Vila  were  shot  by  order  of  Cortina  and  one  took  refuge  at 
Brownsville. 

There  is  an  English  frigate  now  off  the  Rio  Gmnde. 

The  general  is  still  at  Brownsville.  He  proposed  to  make  another 
landing  higher  up  the  coast;  how  soon  I  do  not  yet  know,  or  at  what 
point. 
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The  captain  of  the  Virginiu  reports  his  vessel  in  an  unsafe  condition 
on  account  of  the  loss  of  the  rudderhead.  I  shall  send  her  up  to 
Captain  Gillis  for  his  action  in  the  matter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 

Commander. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Western  Culf  Blockading  Squadron^ 

U.  S.  Flagship  Pensacola^  New  Orleans^  La. 


Orders  of  Captain  JenkinA<^  U.  S.  Naa)y^  for  the  hlockade  off  Mobile. 

U.  S.  S.  Oneida, 
Off  Mobile,  N(xvember  12,  1863. 

Coston  night  signals  to  be  burned  without  any  preparatory. 
No.  1.  A  strange  sail  in  si^jht,  westward. 

2.  Sail  running  out  this  pass. 

3.  Enemy  coming  out. 

4.  Sail  outside  of  me,  southward. 

7.  Suspicious  lights  inside. 

8.  Assistance  I  need. 

9.  Strange  sail  to  eastward. 

Note.  — A  rod^et  following  the  signal  changes  * '  sail "  into  * '  steamer. " 

The  following  to  be  shown  by  gunboats  inside  bar: 

Hoist  red  light  if  steamer  running  out  goes  to  eastwaixl. 

White  light  if  she  goes  to  westward. 

Red  and  white  lights  if  she  goes  to  southward. 

White  and  red  lights  if  she  goes  back. 

If  any  vessel  wishes  to  speak,  communicate  with,  or  pass  any  other 
vessel  of  the  fleet  at  night,  she  will  hoist  her  night  number,  which,  when 
made  out,  will  be  answered  by  a  single  light  or  ship's  number.  The 
vessel  wishing  to  communicate  will  then  haul  down  her  lights  and  stop 
her  engines  till  the  other  vessel  hauls  down  her  lights,  when  she  will 
communicate  or  continue  on  her  course.  The  captains  have  permis- 
sion to  get  underway  and  communicate  with  the  senior  officer  when- 
ever they  consider  it  necessary  or  convenient. 

Memorandum. — In  case  a  rebel  vessel  makes  her  appearance  oflf 
Mobile,  the  blockading  vessel  making  the  discoverv  will,  at  the  time  or 
immediately  after  firing  the  first  gun,  hoist  a  red  light  at  the  peak, 
which  will  be  followed  by  all  the  blockading  vessels  to  prevent  friend 
firing  into  friend.  In  case  the  rebel  vessel  should  hoist  a  red  light  also 
to  mislead  us,  then  the  blockading  vessel  making  the  discovery  will 
haul  down  the  red  light  and  hoist  instead  her  ni^ht  distinguishing  light 
at  the  peak  or  well  aft,  and  all  the  vessels  will  immediately  hoist  their 
night  distinguishing  lights. 

T.  A.  Jenkins, 

Captain. 
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Order  of  Commodore  BeU,,  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Acting  Master  Zerega^  U.  S. 
Navy^  to  aHsam-e  command  of  the  U,  S.  S.  Antona. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensaoola, 
Off  Nerc  Orleans,  La,,  Niwemher  13, 1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Jasmine,  and  you 
will  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  AntonaKa^gei  her  ready  for  sea 
inimediatelv. 

Resi^ctfully, 

H.  U.  Bell, 
ComriuKlore,  Comi minding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadnm. 

Acting  Master  A.  L.  li.  Zereoa, 

Commanding  U,  S,  S.  Jasmine,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  U>  Acting  Master  Maine,  U.  S. 

Navy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensaoola, 
Off  New  Orleans,  La.,  November  13,  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Aiitona,  and  you 
will  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Jasmine. 
Respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,  Cmnmaiuling  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Wm.  A.  Maine, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Antona,  New  Orleans. 


Order  of  ComnuHiore  Bell,  IT,  S.  Navy,  to  Actijig  Master  Wade,  U.  8. 

Navy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensaoola, 
Nein  Orhans,  Nm)emher  IS,  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Kennebec^  and  you 
will  report  to  Commodore  Henry  K.  Thatcher  for  command  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Gifrtrude. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell,     . 
Commodore,  Commanding  Western  Gvlf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  Henry  C.  Wade. 

ZL  S.  S.  Kennebec. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bell,  IT,  S,  Navy,  giving  information  regarding 

military  occupation  of  Brmvnsville,  Tex. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensaoola, 
Neio  Orleans,  Noremhn*  IS,  1863. 


_  Major-deneral  Banks  was  in  pos- 
session of  Brownsville  with  3,000  men  and  16  pieces  of  artillery. 
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General  Dana  was  in  command  at  the  mouth  of  the  river;  his  num- 
ber of  troops  is  not  stated,  but  more  troops  and  supplies  are  being 
forwarded  to  that  point.  The  weather  has  oeen  heavy,  and  the  army 
has  lost  several  steamers  there. 

They  draw  very  heavily  upon  us  for  coal,  having  no  supply  of  their 
own  in  the  Gulf,  and  I  am  obliged  to  recognize  their  necessities  in 
forwarding  supplies.  I  have  written  to  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Equipment  and  Recruiting  and  to  Commodore  Adams,  requiring  imme- 
diate supplj^  of  coal  to  be  forwarded  to  this  city  and  Pensacola  navy 
yard. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore^  Comdg,   West  Ghdf  Blockading  Squddroiipro  tetn. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  oftlie  Navy^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commodore  Bdl^  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  vessels  under 

repairs  at  New  Orleans, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pexsacola, 
Neio  Orleans^  Noveinher  13^  1863. 

Sir:  TheU.  S.  S.  Richmond^  having  received  some  repairs,  leftthe 
river  yesterday,  12th  instant,  for  blockade  service  off  Mobile  Bar,  and 
the  Port  Royal  will  come  in  immediately  for  indispensable  repairs. 

The  gunboats  Ar(>ost^K)h  and  Antona^  having  nearly  completed  their 
repairs,  will  be  ready  for  sea  by  the  16th,  and  will  then  proceed  to 
Galveston  Bar  to  relieve  the  Aatakdin,  Neno  London.,  and  Cayuga., 
which  can  scarcely  keep  the  sea. 

The  vessels  now  in  this  port  undergoing  repairs  are  the  Lacka^ 
wanna^  Genesee^  Penguin^  Tennessee^  Antona^  I  Inola^  Aroosto(fk^  Set- 
ota^  Princess  Poyal^  and  Estrella. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  3^our  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore.,  Comdg.  West.  OulfBlockdg.  Sfjnadnm  pro  teot. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.,  Washington. 


Report  of  Comoiodore  Bell.,  U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  improved  sanitary 

conditions. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Nero  Orleans.,  Novemhet*  13^  1863. 

Sir:  I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  fever  h&s  nearly  disappeared  from 
the  vessels  in  the  river;  the  Aroostook  and  Estrella{yLO\f  at  Quarantine) 
are  the  only  vessels  having  cases  to  report. 

In  other  respects  the  health  of  the  neet  is  good. 
I  have  tne  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore.,  Comdy.  West.  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington. 
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Rtport  of  C'ajftain  GillU,  V.  S.  Na/oy,  regarding  affairs  on  th^  cjad 
of  Texas. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sixx)p  Ossipee, 
Of  Galveston,  Tex.,  November  13,  JS6S. 

Sir:  By  the  coal  schooner  Annie  Lewi«  1  respectfully  forward  to 
you  letters,  dispatches,  requisitions,  etc.  She  sailed  on  thu  8th  iostant 
and  would  probably  reach  you  by  the  11th. 

The  AnzMia,  from  Sabine  Pass,  came  here  for  coal  on  the  10th.  She 
took  in  20  tons  and  returned  the  Uth,  Commander  Rolando  l>eing 
apprehensive  of  an  attack  or  atteDipt  to  run  out  by  the  retjel  force, 
I  have  permitted  her  to  remain  there,  of  which  you  liave  beon  advised. 

The  .V«o  lAmdim  was  dispat^^hed,  5th  instant,  on  a  cruise  along  the 
coast  to  Rio  Grande  and  back.  She  returned  the  10th  and  was  sent  to 
Brazos  River  the  following  day;  returned  the  12th. 

On  arrival  of  the  (Jwasco  for  coal  I  sent  the  Katahdin  (8th  instaot) 
to  cruise  to  southward  as  far  as  Brazos  Santiago.  She  retiimea 
this  afternoon,  13th.  Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson  reports  all 
quiet  there.  General  Banks,  in  Brownsville,  joined  by  1,5(>0  Union- 
ists there,  who  had  diiven  out  the  Confederate  force  and  put  out  the 
fire  they  had  started  to  burn  the  place.  There  is  some  trouble  between 
civil  and  military  at  Matanioras.  Rumor  saj's  the  governor  had  gone 
to  Brownsville  for  protection. 

It  was  reported  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson  by  aii  army 
officer  that  demonstration  would  be  made  by  General  Banks  at  other 
points  to  northward  until  reinforcements  were  received  from  New 
Orleans.  I  therefore  send  you  the  Katahdin  for  repairs,  and  desire 
to  dispatch  the  Cayuija  and  Ni'io  Lond^m  so  soon  as  I  have  ves.sels  to 
supply  their  stations.  The  want  of  steamers  here  and  along  the  coast 
to  southward  has  prevented  their  departure. 

The  Katahdiji,  it  is  thought  by  engineers,  will  require  ten  days  at 
farthest  for  repairs.  The  0-irasco  will  remain  here  until  her  return, 
unless  the  Mimongahel-a  arrives  for  coal.  Vessels  here  require  all  the 
schooner  Zffvett  Peacock  has.  We  hourly  look  for  other  schooners,  as 
also  supply  vessels.  The  schooner  Enterprise^  you  mentioned  having 
been  sent  with  coal  on  tward,  has  not  made  her  appearance.  They 
had  exhausted  their  supply  (taken  all  from  schooner)  off  Sabine  when 
the  Arizona  left. 

The  liittalinny  came  here  for  water  and  provisions.  I  sent  her  to 
communicate  with  the  Bohio.  of  which  1  infornted  you.  Her  requisi- 
tions were  forwarded.  Both  these  vessels  arrived  here  this  forenoon. 
The  latter  has  called  for  a  survey,  which  I  order  and  send  result  to 
you. 

The  coa^t  at  and  near  the  Rio  Grande  being  in  the  possession  of  our 
forces,  1  will  direct  Commander  Strong  to  send  occastonallv  a  vessel 
along  the  coast  to  northward  as  far  as  Corpus  Christi.  Will  send  the 
Granite  City  down  to  Brazos  Santiago  tomorrow,  to  return  when  her 
services  there  can  be  dispensed  with. 

I  learned  by  the  Arisonn  that  General  Magruder  had  sent  out  by  flag 
of  truce  to  Seminole  a  reply  to  the  communication  you  mentioned. 
It  has  not  been  transmitted  licre;  may  have  gone  direct  to  you. 

Some  activity  is  daily  visible  at  Galveston;  a  number  of  vessels 
there.  Yesterday  army  signalizing  was  seen  to  southwest  part  "^ 
island;  trains  of  cars  have  run  out  and  in  with  troops. 


i 
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Report  on  Bohio  and  examination  of  master's  mate  of  Katafidin  for 
promotion  to  ensign  acoompaniea  this. 

Very  respectfully,  yoiir  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  p.  Gillis, 
Captain  and  Senior  OMcer^ 
Second  Division  Western  Gvlf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commodore*  H.  H.  Bell, 

Conidg.  Weste7'7i  Gvlf  Blockading  Squadron^  New  Orleans. 


Letter  fnnn  Commodat*e  Bell^  U,  S.  Navy^  to  Comma/ndet^  Rolando^ 
D.  o.  Navy^  advising  hiin  of  the  reported p7'esence  of  British  hlock- 
ade  runners  in  Mennentau  Lake. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensagola, 
New  Orleans.^  November  13^  1863. 

Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  report  of  things  at  Sabine,  November  3. 

The  bark  Hanson  Crregm'v^  510  tons  coal,  was  sent  on  the  7th  instant 
from  South  West  Pass  to  the  vessels  oflf  Sabine. 

1  have  been  informed  by  General  Stone  that  there  are  two  British 
schooners  lying  in  Mermentau  Lake,  or  bayou,  supplying  the  rebels. 
The  lake  and  approach  being  very  shallow,  it  would  oe  difficult  to  find 
boats  of  light  draft  to  navigate  there. 

I  would  Tike  to  have  them  captured  or  burned  if  they  can  be  gotten  at. 

I  will  send  a  vessel  to  that  coast  as  soon  as  one  can  be  spared.  There 
is  no  doubt  of  the  blockade  being  frequently  violated  in  those  waters 
hy  small  craft  from  this  city. 

I  fear  there  is  no  chance  of  the  troops  reaching  Sabine  by  land. 

General  Banks  holds  Brownsville,  Point  Isal^l,  and  the  mouth  of 
the  Rio  Grande  with  several  thousand  troops. 

I  have  no  one  to  send  you  in  the  place  or  Mr.  Karlowski;  you  must 
keep  him,  therefore. 

I  am,  respectfully^ 

H.  H.  Bell, 
CoiiDitodore^  Cotudg.  Western  G\df  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  Henrv  Rolando, 

Comiiuinding  U.  S.  S.  SeminoU^  off  Sabi^ui  Pass. 


(hder  if  the  SecreUinj  of  thi'  Nnvij  Ut  Commodore  BelK   TJ.  S,  Navy^ 
oifoinhig  vigihmct'  ngnhiHt  hn'ttch  ofhlockade  near  the  Rio  Grande. 

Navy  Department,  Ncpvemhet*  H^  1863. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  a  dispatch,  dated  the  19th  of  Sep- 
tember last,  from  Franklin  Chase,  esq.,  U.  S.  consul  at  Tampico,  m 
reference  to  trade  between  that  port  and  the  Rio  Grande. 

Vigilance  will  be  necessary  at  and  near  the  Rio  Grande  to  prevent 
such  tmftic  as  Mr.  Chase  speaks  of. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commodore  H.  11.  Bell, 

Cojnfhj.  W(f<f(rn  Gxdf  Bl(}ckdg.  Squadron  protein.^  New  Orleans. 
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Order  *jf  the  S^rretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Beli^   CI  S.  Jary, 
retjardtfuj  the  dispfffnition  ofveifseh  futving  fever  casej*  ovt  hfjard. 

Navy  Department,  JToremher  J^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  No.  113,  relative  to  fever  on  board  the 
vessels  of  the  squadron. 

Such  vessels  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  fleet  surgeon,  need  a  Northern 
climate,  and  &s  are  iit  for  service  in  the  Mississippi  Squadron,  vou  can 
send  to  Rear- Admiral  Porter  to  remain  there  for  the  present.*  Kear- 
Admiral  Porter  has  Ix^en  advised  of  this  and  will  send  some  of  his 
squadron  to  supply  their  places. 

Notify  the  Department  of  those  you  are  going  to  send  up,  and 
furnish  Rear-Admiral  Porter  with  a  copy  of  vour  letter. 

Furnish  the  Department  with  a  list  of  the  vessels  on  outside  duty 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  medical  otiicei"s,  should  come  North. 

You  can  send  the  PtUMwoIa  to  a  Northern  climate  when  \'ou  see 
proper  to  do  so. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Seert'timf  of  the  3a  ?y. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg,  Western  Gulflilochltj.  Stpiadrnnjjrtftein.. 

]\vtr  Orlennn.  Ijii, 

Recapture  of  the  Hchoimer  Mary  (atnjUhU  hy  ih*    U,  ^S.  S.  liermuda^ 

of*  PrUHaeoIa^  yortmher  IJf^  ISGJ. 

Report  of  Commodore  BeU,  U.  8.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Slooi*  Pexsacola, 
Of^>fr  Orfrons^  La.,  Xnr^mlter '20^  JStJS. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  I4th  instant  Acting- 
Volunteser  Lieutenant  Commiinciin^^  Smith,  V ,  S.  S.  litra/vda^  recap- 
tured schooner  J/ary  dnnjMJ  off  Ponsacohi  bar,  from  a  gang  of 
rebels  or  pirates  who  came  out  of  the  P(»Tdi(lo  Kiver  under  the  noto- 
rious James  Duke,  who  captured  the  steam  tu<r  linsttm  off  the  Missis- 
sippi some  months  ago.  Two  other  schooners  were  in  company  with 
the  Mary  CnnijMK  bound  to  Pensacola  navy  yard  for  coal,  under 
contract  with  the  Army.  On(»  of  them  is  supposed  to  have  gone  safely 
into  Pensacola  Bay,  and  th«»  other  was  burned. 

I  have  had  no  report  from  C-onunodore  Thatcher,  who,  by  last 
accounts,  had  sent  a  gunl^oat  to  look  after^them  and  tlie  freebooters  at 
Perdido. 

Being  uncertain  as  to  the  proper  disposition  of  this  new  class  of 
prisoners,  I  shall  sond  them  to  the  North  by  the  lirnmida  for  the 
action  of  the  Navy  Department. 

Acting  V^oUmteer  Lieutenant  Smith's  official  re]K)rt  of  the  circum- 
stances is  herewith  enclosed,  marked  "No.  1."  James  Ouke  was  not 
captured. 

Verv  resiMH'tfullv,  sir.  vour  obedient  servant, 

III.  H.  Bkll], 
(vininndor*\  f'omdg.  West  (inlf  liloekdg,  Stpiadron  prtt  tern. 

Hon.  (tideon  Welles, 

i)ecretary  of  the  JVavy^  Wa^hlngtoh, 
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Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Franklin,  JJ.  8.  Havy,  to  Brigadier-General  Bowen, 

D.  8.  Army,  regarding  the  caee  of  the  prisoners  captnred. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
JVew  Orleans^  JVovemle?*  W^  1863. 

General:  1  am  directed  by  Coramodore  Bell  to  inform  you  that  h6 
has  decided  to  refer  the  case  of  the  prisoners  captured  at  sea  by  the 
U.  S.  S.  Bermuda  to  the  Navy  Department,  and  that  they  will  be 
detained  to  await  the  instructions  or  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

Ver}'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,   • 

S.  R.  Franklin, 
Lieutenant'  Commandei'  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Brigadier-Geneml  James  Bowen, 

Prowst- Marshal'  General^  Departmet^t  of  Gulf 


Beport  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  8mith,  IT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  8.  8.  Bermuda. 

U.  S.  S.  Bermuda, 
New  OrUans.^  Novemhe)*  17^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Bermuda 
at  this  place;  also  the  recapture  of  the  American  schooner  Jlfory  Camp' 
hell.,  which  vessel  was  captured  by  the  rebels  under  the  following 
circumstances: 

On  the  14th  instant,  5  miles  W.  S.  VV.  of  Pensacola  bar,  1  made  out 
three  vessels  directly  ahead,  evidently  steering  for  Pensacola.  On 
nearing  them  they  sepamted.  The  one  nearest  me*  I  brought  to  by 
firing  a  shell  across  her  bow.  On  boarding  her  she  proved  to  be  the 
schooner  Venice^  of  New  Orleans,  bound  for  Pensacola  under  Govern- 
ment charter.  The  captain,  on  being  interrogated,  sjiid  the  other  two 
vessels  were  under  charter  also  for  Pensacola,  and  were  the  schooners 
jYormrm  and  Marjf  Campbell^  and  that  he  did  not  know  why  the  latter 
had  hauled  out  to  sea.  Considering  the  circumstances  of  her  doing  so 
suspicious,  I  immediately  gave  chase  and  overhauled  her  after  four 
hours'  run,  tiring  in  the  meantime  seven  shells.  On  boarding  found  that 
she  had  been  captured  bv  a  lugger  containing  16  men  under  command 
of  the  notorious  James  £)uke,  who  had  also  captured  the  Ntmitan^  with 
which  vessel  he,  with  10  of  his  crew,  had  made  for  the  land  upon  my 
heaving  in  sight,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  he  beached  and 
burned  her,  as,  when  in  chase  of  the  Mary  Campbell.,  I  saw  her  run 
upon  the  beach  and  was  to  all  appearances  on  tire.  I  at  once  removed 
the  0  prisoners  on  })oard  this  ship,  took  the  Mary  Campbell  in  tow,  and 
proceeded  to  Mobile,  it  being  nearer  th^n  Pensacola,  and  reported  the 
facts  to  Commodore  Thatcher,  w^ho  sent  three  gunboats  to  look  for 
Duke  and  the  other  vessel.  The  6  prisoners  are  now  on  board  this 
ship  awaiting  the  disposition  of  Commodore  Bell.  The  3[ary  Camp- 
bell 1  released,  with  her  original  crew,  directing  her  to  proceed  to  Pen- 
sacola according  to  her  charter.  I  also  captured  the  lugger,  fixed 
ammunition  for  howitzer,  nine  rifles,  one  shotgun  (the  howitzer  having 
been  thrown  overboard  by  the  rebels  during  the  chase).     Their  rebel 
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flag,  which  they  threw  overboard  when  thej^  hove  to,  was  picked  up 
by  the  boarding  oflicer. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully^,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Smith, 
Acibuj  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Coininanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seoretanj  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  D,  C, 


Abstract  log  of  the  TT.  S,  8.  Bermuda,  Acting  Volanteer  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Smith,  V.  8. 

Navy,  commanding. 

November  H^  186S, — At  2  p.  ni.  finished  putting  out  stores,  etc., 
hauled  off  from  the  dock,  and  proceeded  out  of  the  harbor  in  charge 
of  a  pilot.  At  2:30  crossed  the  bar  and  shaped  a  course  for  Mobile 
blocKade.  Saw  three  schooners  bound  in  to  Pensacola  in  company 
with  a  large  lugger.  At  3  p.  m.  saw  the  lugger  alongside  of  one  of 
the  schooners,  \vliich  immediately  hauled  on  the  wind,  as  also  did  one 
of  the  other  schooners.  Suspicions  being  excited  as  to  the  character 
of  the  lugger's  actions,  we  immediatel}'^  gave  chase.  Hove  to  the 
schooner  Venice  and  boarded  her;  found  her  all  right;  from  New 
Orleans,  bound  to  Pensacola.  Let  her  proceed  and  gave  chase  for  the 
schooner  standing  out  to  sea  with  the  lugger  in  tow.  At  5  p.  m.  got 
within  range  of  the  schooner  and  fired  a  sliell  at  him.  Not  heaving  to, 
fired  several  shell  at  him.  Got  near  enough  to  reach  him,  when  he 
hove  to  and  we  immediately  borrded  him  and  found  he  had  been  taken 
by  privateers  out  of  Perdido  Bav.  Secured  the  pirates,  six  in  num- 
ber, and  sent  them  on  board  of  this  steamer.  Found  the  schooner  to 
be  the  Mary  Campbell^  from  New  Orleans,  bound  to  Pensacola.  He 
reported  the  capture  of  the  other  schooner  by  the  same  pirate,  who 
put  on  board  nine  men  under  Captain  Duke  and  started  her  for  Per- 
dido River;  the  rest  of  the  pirates  remained  on  board  the  Mary  Camp- 
helL  Put  the  pirates  in  single  irons,  and  took  the  schooner  and  lugger 
in  tow  and  started  for  the  Mobile  fleet.  At  10  p.  uk  spoke  and  boarded 
the  bark  Hammond^  from  Ship  Island,  for  Pensacola.  Cautioned  him 
about  the  pirates  and  let  him  proceed. 

Noremher  15,- -\t  2: 15  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  near  the  Colorad/)^  and 
Captain  Smith  went  on  board  to  report.  Schooner  came  to  anchor 
near  us.  From  4  to  8  a.  m.:  Brought  the  captured  lugger  alongside 
and  took  everything  out  of  hor  and  gave  her  up  to  the  Colorado, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  JVavy  to  IJeutenaitf'  Connnmtdcr  de  Krafft^ 
IL  S,  Navy^  cofnmandi/H/  [■.  S.  S.  Coi)e/foiuf/h. 

m 

Navy  Department,  Noremler  16,,  186S. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  S.  Conenonigh  is  ready  for  sea  proceed 
with  her  to  New  Orleans  with  all  practicable  dispatch  and  report  to 
Commodore  H.  H.  Hell,  or  the  senior  commanding  oflicer  present,  for 
duty  in  the  Western  (lulf  Squadron. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  Navy. 
Licutenant-(3ommander  J.  C.  P.  de  Krafft, 

CommarulingU,  i>»  &*»  Conemauyh^  Philadelphia* 
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Ord^r  of  Commodore  BeU^  U.  S,  Navy^  to  Acting  Master  Zerega^  U,  S. 
Navy^  CQimnandhig  U,  S.  S,  Antona^  to  proceed  to  duty  on  (walves- 
ton  jSar. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
JVeif)  Orleans^  November  16^  1863. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Antoiia  is  read}'  for  sea  proceed 
to  the  bar  of  Galveston  and  report  to  Captain  John  P.  Gillis,  U.  S. 
steam  sloop  Ossip^^  the  senior  officer  there,  for  blockade  duty  on  the 
coast  of  Texas. 

-When  you  leave  the  river  make  a  good  S.  S.  W.  course  as  far  as 
latitude  26'-'  N. ,  thence  proceed  to  the  westward  in  the  track  of  vessels 
running  from  the  Mexican  coast,  making  a  good  W.  by  N.  course  until 
you  bring  Velasco  to  boar  N.  W.  Stand  on  that  course  until  you  make 
the  land,  and  thence  to  Galveston  Bar. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Crnn7iiodori\  Comdg,  Westef^^n  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tenn. 

Acting  Master  A.  L.  B.  Zerega, 

Cmmnaiiding  TL  S,  S.  Antona. 


Instructions  for  United  States  vessels  as  to  neutral  vessels  iii  Mexican 

inaters  off  tits  Rio  Grande, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacxdla, 

Off  Ne^o  Orleans^  November  16^  1863, 

The  United  States  vessels  of  war  visiting  the  Rio  Grande  will  be 
governed  by  the  following  instructions  as  to  neutral  vessels  in  Mexi- 
can waters  off  the  Rio  Grande,  viz: 

You  will  be  careful  not  to  claim  nor  exercise  belligerent  rights  within  Mexican 
waters,  which  l)egin  at  a  line  drawn  at  right  angles  to  the  coast,  passing  through  the 
middle  of  the  outside  channel  or  bar  of  that  river.  Everything  to  an  anchor  north 
of  that  line,  as  well  as  on  the  high  seas,  you  have  the  belligerent  right  to  visit  and 
examine,  and  you  are  expected  to  exercise  this  right  steadfastly,  without  giving 
unnecessarv  annoyance  or  inconvenience,  and  to  send  into  port  for  adjudication  every 
vessel  of  whose  lawful  character  you  may  have  a  reasonable  doubt.  Vessels  bound 
to  and  from  the  Rio  Grande  are  frequently  met  with  on  the  coast  much  out  of  their 
courses,  which  vessels  are  unc^uestionably  blockade  runners  and  should  be  sent  in  for 
adjudication,  always  informmg  the  judge  with  exactness  of  their  position  when 
seized.  On  that  coast  it  is  pretty  much  a  question  of  latitude,  always  easily  ascer- 
tained. 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Cowinodfrn,^  Coifidg,  Westetm  Gulf  Blockading  S(juadron. 


lit'port  of  Cinmnander  Tinnnnetul,,  U,  S,  Navy^  commanding  [I,  S,  S. 

Ksst',v^  regardimj  lumber, 

U.  S.  S.  Essex, 
Off  Doncddsonville^  La,^  November  16^  1863, 

Commodore:  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  our  expectations  of 
obtaining  timber  from  the  Red  River  country  have  been  aisappointed. 
Colonel  Wilder  (formerly  of  the  Topographical  Engineer  Corps,  and 
for  many  years  past  a  civil  engineer  in  this  State)  spoke  to  me  of  there 
l)eiug  100  000  puie  logs,  about  50,000,000  feet  of  lumber,  just  above 
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the  mouth  of  Red  River.  I  had  no  faith  in  the  quantity  mentioned; 
but  I  did  hope  to  find  some  foundation  of  fact  for  so  magrnificent  i 
story,  a  few  nundred  to  represent  the  hundred  thousand,  and  1  was 
greatly  disappointed  by  the  result  of  ni}'  enquiries.  The  accompany- 
ing copy  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Ramsay's  letter  will  inform  yon 
regarding  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  it  will  also  acquaint  you  with  his 
desire  to  aid  you  by  collecting  all  suitable  logs  that  may  be  found  in 
his  district.  1  have  requested  Lieutenant-Commander  Foster,  com- 
niiinding  the  second  district,  to  make* similar  collections.  I  fear  that 
a  great  deal  can  not  be  expected  from  these  gleanings,  but  they  may 
serve  to  give  you  a  moderate  supply  of  passable  lumber. 

As  soon  as  the  requisite  preparations  could  be  made  after  the  return 
of  the  aSV.  Clair  ivom  New  Orleans,  1  sent  Captain  [T.  B.]  Gregory 
down  to  White  Hall  to  start  the  sawmill.  It  has  been  quite  a  job  to 
get  the  mill,  neglected  anddeaiying  during  the  last  two  year«,  in  run- 
ning order,  and  yesterday^  the  ^t,  Clair  returned  for  necessary  axes, 
shovels,  oil,  and  files.  These  articles  were  supplied,  and  Captain 
Gregory  went  Imck  to  his  work.  I  gave  him  a  barrel  of  lard  oil  and 
such  files  as  would  answer  his  purpose  temporarily.  But  he  wants 
mill  saw  files,  and  I  send  herewith  a  requisition  for  some  (as  well  as 
other  articles),  which  you  will  much  oblige  me  by  filling.  Captain  G. 
thinks  he  will  have  the  mill  ready  by  to-morrow,  when  he  will  com- 
mence getting  out  the  lumber  at  the  rate  of  4,0CM)  to  5,000  feet  per 
day.  Will  you  please  send  me  by  Captain  Morong  the  sizes  you  will 
want?  1  think  we  ciin  get  out  for  you  from  the  logs  on  hand  about 
20,000  to  8(),(M)0  feet. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Townsend, 
Commander^  U.  S,  Navy. 

Commodore  Henry  II.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Coiiuaandimj  Western  Gulf  Blockadimj  Souadri/n, 

(Knclosnre.] 

U.  S.  S.  Choctaw, 
Off  Maid h  of  RidRivt'V,  NovemUr  10,  1868. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  9th  instant. 

I  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  jx)wer  to  assist  Commodore  Bell.  The 
only  lumber  I  have  })een  able  to  get  about  here  has  been  from  wrecks 
of  coal  barges  and  flats. 

There  were  a  few  logs  in  Red  River  last  August,  but  it  is  impos- 
sible to  get  them  out,  as  there  is  not  water  enough  in  Old  River  for 
our  lightest  draft  tin-clads. 

I  will  direct  the  conunanders  of  the  vessels  in  this  district  to  keep  a 
lookout  for  lumber  of  all  kinds,  and,  if  any  is  found,  will  send  it 
down. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank  M.  Ramsay, 
Lhmteiumt'CoimnaTxd^n^  Conuhj.  Third  Dintrid,  MiHsimipj)!  Ririr. 

Commander  Robert  Townsend, 

Comma ndimj  First  Dii(trict,  Missinnippi  Ricer^ 

V,  S.  S,  Jiss(j\  DonaIdmnnUt\  Iji. 
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Report  of  Commo/nder  Rolando^  U.  S,  Na/vy^  commanding  U,  S.  S, 

Seinifwle^  regarding  affairs  in  Sahine  Pass. 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 
Sahine  Pass^  November  16^  1863. 

Sir:  I  enclose  to  you  a  request  for  survey  of  the  Arizona  from  the 
medical  officer  of  that  vessel  and  the  report  of  the  surveying  officers. 

1  have  sent  into  8abine  Pass  twice,  once  on  the  5th  and  again  on  the 
18tb,  foi*  an  answer  to  the  dispatch  sent  to  General  Magnider,  but  have 
n»ceiv'ed  no  reply  as  vet. 

The  rebels  are  quite  bu^y  in  the  Pass  during  spells,  and  I  think 
erecting  more  batteries  on  the  eastern  shore.  I  do  not  see  as  many 
tents  as  were  here  a  few  weeks  ago,  and  think  that  a  portion  of  the 
i^orce  has  been  removed  from  this  point. 

The  coal  bark  Hanson  Gregory  arrived  here  on  the  13th  from  New 
Orleans. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Rolando, 
Comiaander^  U.  S.  Nairy. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Cotadg.  Western  G^df  Blockading  Sqaadrmi  pro  tern .^ 

New  Orleans. 


OcciipatMm  of  Aransas  Pass^  Texas^  and  capture  of  three-gun  battery^ 

N(/ve7Rber  17,  1863. 

Beport  of  Commodore  BeU,  TT.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  additional  reports. 

U.  S.  Stea3i  Sloop  Pensaoola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  November  25^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  battery  of  three  heavy 
guns  at  Aransas  Pass  was  captured  on  the  17th  instant  by  a  body  of 
troops  under  Major-Gcneral  Banks,  from  the  Rio  Grande,  attended  by 
the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Monorujahela,  Commander  James  H.  Strong. 

Commander  Strong,  after  assisting  in  the  landing  of  the  troops  on 
Aransas  Island,  steamed  ahead  and  opened  an  effective  fire  upon  the 
battery,  which  sliortly  hoisted  the  white  flag  and  was  taken  possession 
of  by  the  troops,  who  engaged  it  also. 

Major-General  Banks  commends  the  effective  gunnery  of  the 
Monongahela. 

Please  receive  enclosed  (No.  1)  Commander  Strong's  report  and 
(No.  2)  letter  from  Major-General  Banks. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Cominodove,  Contdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadro<n pro  tefin. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secret ar  11  of  thi  Navy^  Washington. 


Beport  of  Commander  Strong,  TT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  8.  8.  Monongahela. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 
({f  Aransas  Pass,  Coast  of  Texas,  November  17,  1863, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  in  compliance  with  the 
request  of  Major-General  Banks,  I  left  Brazos  Santiago  in  the  evealci^ 
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of  the  15th  instant  to  convoy  his  fleet  of  transports,  bearing'  1,900 
troops,  to  this  pass.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  16th  we  arrived  off 
Corpus  Christi  Pass,  and  at  sunset  began  to  hind  troops  on  ths  south- 
ern end  of  Mustang  Island.  About  1,200  men  were  landed  there.  I 
sent  men  enough  on  shore  to  man  a  two-howitzer  battery,  under  the 
charge  of  Acting  Ensign  H.  W.  Grinnell.  At  2  this  morning'  cfot 
underway  and  came  with  the  remainini^  transports  to  this  pa^s;  lanoed 
the  balance  of  the  troops  about  4  miles  below  the  fortification;  then 
proceeded  up  within  range  and  threw  fifteen  shells  into  it,  making 
some  beautiful  shots.  The  army  advancing  on  both  sides  of  the  island 
toward  the  fortification  at  this  time,  the  enemy  ran  up  the  white  flag 
and  I  ceased  firing. 

The  garrison  of  100  men  surrendered  and  three  battery  guns  and  a 
howitzer,  with  wagons,  ammunition,  and  over  100  horses  and  mules, 
fell  into  our  hands.  The  army  is  now  in  quiet  possession  of  Mus- 
tang Island  and  command  the  pass. 

The  general  proposes  to  move  upon  Pass  Cavallo  in  two  or  three 
days,  rie  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  praise  of  the  officer  whom  I 
sent  on  shore  in  charge  of  the  howitzer  battery,  as  well  as  of  the  men. 

The  Granite  City  is  here  and  I  am  obliged  to  detain  her  for  a  few 
days.  Her  commander  will  send  a  Spanish  bark  taken  off  the  Rio 
Grande  as  a  prize  to  Mew  Orleans  to-morrow.  He  has  a  prize  schooner 
which  is  not  considered  safe  to  send,  and  as  she  draws  but  2  feet  of 
water,  I  will  put  her  cargo  into  the  bark  and  detain  her  for  General 
Banks^  use. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  ol)edient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strokg, 

Cmnmander, 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Cmndg.  West  Gulf  Blochhj,  Stjuadron^  U.  S.  l^layshljf  Pensaatla. 


Letter  from  Migor-Oeneral  Banks,  TT.  8.  Army,  to  Commodore  BeU,  TT.  8.  Vavy. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Flagaliip  Mr  CUJlan ,  ((ff' Aransas  Pass^  Thj*,  ,  Xarem her  17^  J863. 

CoMMObOKE:  It  ii;\yes  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  of  the  capture  of 
the  works  at  Aransas  Pass  this  day.  We  have  in  our  possession 
three  heavy  guns,  a  lieutenant-colonel,  1)  officers,  90  men,  l)etweeii  80 
and  90  horses,  a  (luantity  of  small  arms,  and  considerable  transporta- 
tion. We  arrived  at  Corpus  Christi  from  Brazos  Santiago  yesterday, 
about  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  landed  our  troops  during  the  night.  It  was 
supposed  that  tne  Matamoratt.  which  we  hrought  with  us  from  the 
Rio  Grande,  would  l>e  able  to  cross  the  bar,  but  we  found  only  2i  feet 
of  water  there,  which  made  it  impossible,  and  we  were  comp(»lled  to 
land  our  troops  upon  the  coast  l)y  means  of  surflK)ats.  The  landing 
occupied  a  great(»r  jmrt  of  the  night.  The  trooi)s  reached  Pass 
Aransas  early  this  morning,  taking  the  enemy  complet(»ly  by  surprise. 
After  skirmishing  for  a  couple  of  hours  on  the  island,  and  the  tiring 
of  some  most  excellent  shots  from  the  Mommgaluhi^  they  surrendered. 
To-morrow  we  move  against  Pa**s  Cavallo,  where  wo  shall  have,  per- 
haps, a  more  severe  <*ontest.  It  is  important,  in  reference  to  our  future 
movements,  that  there  should  be  one  or  two  gunboats  in  lierwick  Bay. 
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I  hope  you  will  send  down  one  or  two  as  soon  as  possible.  Admiral 
Porter  ought  to  send  some  of  his  gunboats,  which  were  ordered  here 
by  the  Government,  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  around  by  the  coast. 
1  am  confident  we  could  get  them  round  safely  by  means  of  buoying  them, 
with  the  assistance  of  steamers  and  watching  closely  for  fair  weather. 
The  distance  is  about  40  miles.  I  wish  you  would  communicate  with 
him  upon  this  subject.  Captain  Strong  has  been  of  great  assistance 
to  us  in  enabling  us  to  land  troops.  The  artillery  practice  against 
the  enemy  was  most  effective. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respec^t,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major- General^  Coimnand'tvg, 

Commodore  II.  II.  Bell, 

Catndg.  Wetit  GxdfBlockdg,  Squadron^  etc.^  New  Orhaiis. 


Beport  of  Brigpadier-Oeneral  Bansom,  IT.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
North  End  of  Miistang  Island^  Tex.^  Novendjer  IS^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  ol^edience  to  Special  Order 
No.  — ,  dated  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf,  Brazos  Santiago, 
Tex.,  November  15,  1863,  1  embarked  with  the  Thirteenth  and  Fif- 
teenth Maine,  Twentieth  Iowa  Infantry  (two  companies).  First  Engi- 
neers, Corps  d'Afrique  and  two  boat  howitzers  on  the  transports 
assigned  by  Colonel  Holabird,  acting  quartermaster,  leaving  orders  for 
the  Thirty-fourth  Iowa  Infantry  andtne  battery,  which  were  to  arrive 
from  Browns\nlle,  to  embark  on  the  steamer  WaiTtor  and  follow  the 
expedition. 

At  sunset  on  the  16th  instant  I  disembarked  the  Thirteenth  and  Fif- 
teenth Maine  and  Twentieth  Iowa  Infantry  and  the  two  boat  howitzers 
through  the  surf,  near  the  south  end  of  Mustang  Island,  and  at  once 
moved  my  forces  in  a  northerly  direction  up  the  beach,  with  a  strong 
line  of  skirmishers  in  my  front.  Meeting  no  enem}',  1  moved  rapidly, 
and  by  4  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  instant  had  made  18  miles. 
I  halted  at  this  point,  allowed  the  troops  to  rest  until  daylight,  and 
again  pushed  forward.  The  enem3^'s  skirmishers  made  a  famt  show  of 
resistance  about  a  mile  south  of  their  camp,  when  I  deployed  the 
Thirteenth  Maine  and,  advancing  in  line,  drove  them  to  their  camp  on 
the  north  end  of  tlie  island,  where  the  garrison,  consisting  of  9  officers 
and  89  men,  with  a  battery, of  3  heavy  guns,  surrendered  to  me  with- 
out resistance  and  unconditionallv. 

1  at  once  placed  Colonel  Dyer,  Fifteenth  Maine  Infantry,  in  com- 
mand of  the  post,  and  made  provisions  for  the  care  of  the  prisoners 
and  captured  stores,  which  consisted  chiefly  of  3  heavy  guns,  the  small 
arms  of  the  prisoners,  1  schooner,  and  10  small  boats,  all  in  fair  condi- 
tion. I  herewith  forward  descriptive  lists  of  the  prisoners  and 
schedules  of  captured  property.  There  are  about  140  horses  and 
mules  and  125  head  of  cattle  on  the  island.  Scarcity  of  forage  has 
compelled  nie  to  let  them  run  at  large  and  subsist  on  the  scanty  growth 
of  grass  on  the  island. 

Colonel  H.  D.  Washburn,  Eighteenth  Indiana  Infantry,  command- 
ing the  troops  on  the  steamer  St.  Mary^s^  disembarked  a  portion  of 


682  WEST   GULF    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 

m 

his  troops  (Eighteenth  Indiana)  at  the  south  end  of  the  island,  and  the 
remainder  (Eighteenth  Indiana)  near  the  north  end  of  the  island,  and 
by  a  forced  march  reached  me  at  this  point  about  two  hours  after  the 
surrender. 

After  my  forced  march  of  22  miles  up  the  beach  my  command  was 
completely  exhausted  and  foot-sore.  Both  officers  and  men  are  entitled 
to  great  credit  for  tiieir  perseverance  and  zeal  in  accomplishing*  the 
march  and  dragging  the  artillery  by  hand  with  them. 

The  cooperation  of  the  T  nit^d  States  naval  forces,  under  Commander 
James  II.  Strong,  in  the  MmHmgalui'hf^  merits  and  receives  my  entire 
approbation.  He  advanced  soon  after  daylight  and  searched  for  the 
enemy's  works,  making  excellent  practice  with  his  guns,  burstimp^ 
Xl-inch  shells,  as  I  afterwards  ascertained,  in  the  enemy's  camp.  The 
conduct  of  the  naval  party  of  Acting  Ensign  H.  W.  Grinnell  and  ten 
seamen  from  the  Monongaltdd^  in  charge  of  two  howitzers,  in  landing 
and  accompanying  the  expedition  from  (\)rpus  Christi  Pass  was  of 
the  most  satisfactory  character. 

Captain  Ij.  P.  (iriffin,  naval  aid  to  (ieneral  Banks,  afforded  me  much 
valuable  assistance  and  advice.  The  sailing  of  the  fleet  was  under 
his  direction,  and  the  plan  of  landing  through  the  surf  was  adopted 
through  his  advice. 

I  desire  particularly  to  make  honorable  mention  of  Colonel  Isaac 
Dyer,  commanding  Fifteenth  Maine  Infantr}',  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hesseltine,  Thirteenth  Maine  Infantry,  who  were  untiring  in  their 
efforts  to  encourage  their  men  and  urge  them  forward.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hesseltine  was  the  first  man  to  land  through  the  surf  and 
Slant  his  colors  on  the  island.  Captain  [K.  M.]  Hill  and  Lieutenant 
ackson,  of  General  Banks'  staff,  volunteered  much  valuable  assistance. 

I  regret  to  mention  in  this  connection  the  unsoldierlike  conduct  of 
Major  Thompson,  counnanding  Twentieth  Iowa  Infantry,  who  con- 
stantly discouraged  his  men  by  complaining  in  their  presence  of  the 
hardships  of  the  march,  and  permitted  them  to  scatter  and  straggle  to 
the  rear,  losing  more  than  half  his  men  before  he  reached  the  north 
end  of  the  island. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  W.  S.  Dungan,  Thirty-fourth  Iowa,  reported  to 
me,  shortly  after  the  surrender,  with  his  regiment  and  Battery  F, 
First  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  on  steamer  yVarnor,  I  caused  the 
Thirty-fourth  Iowa  to  be  disembarked  on  St.  Joseph's  Island,  leaving 
the  battery  for  the  present  on  board. 

I  am,  sir,  verv  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

T.  E.  G.  Ransom, 
BrUjojliei*- General  VoJunteers, 

Lieutenant  Augustus  W.  Sexton, 

Acting  AssiJitant  Adjntnfd-Ge/u^ral^  Department  of  tlw  (ralf. 


Letter  from  Brigadier-Oeneral  Bee,  C.  8.  Army,  to   Lieutenant-Colonel   Dickinson,  C.  8. 

Army,  commanding  at  8an  Antonio,  Tex. 

I1eaj)Quaktp:ks  First  Division,  Aumv  of  Texas, 

(yorpus  Christi^  Te,r.^  yovrwher  iJI^  186S, 

Sir:  The  ^eneml  commandinj^  directs  me  to  state,  for  your  infor- 
matiim,  that  the  enemy,  who  landed  in  force  on  Mustang  Island  on 
the  IGth,  captured  two  companies  of  our  troops  on  the  north  end  of 
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that  island,  after  a  severe  fight  which  lasted  more  than  half  an  hour, 
with  small  arms.  The  gunl&ats  in  the  Gulf  shelled  our  forces  from 
their  guns  before  these  troops,  landed  on  the  lower  end  of  the  island, 
came  up,  which  was  about  8  a.  m.  on  the  19th.  Major  [George  O.] 
Dunaway,  of  the  State  troops,  is  among  the  prisoners. 

These  facts  are  all  ascertained  from  persons  who  witnessed  the  fight 
from  the  dredge  boat  about  6  miles  distant  from  the  island.  Nothing  is 
known  of  the  killed  and  wounded.  The  steamer  Cora  passed  through 
safe  and  is  at  Saluria.  There  are  now  three  large  steamers  inside  of 
Amnsas  Bar  and  five  outside. 

Nothing  further  from  Brownsville  since  my  last. 
I  am,  ("olonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

[E.  K.  Tarver,] 
Ald-de-  Camp  and  Acting  Adjutant'  General. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  A.  G.  Dickinson, 

Commanding  Pont  at  San  Ant(mto, 


Report  of  Brigadier-Oeneral  Bee,  C.  8.  Army,  regarding  the  detention  of  flag  of  trnce  by 

the  enemy. 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Army  of  Texas, 

Corpus  Christie  Tex,^  Noveniher  2Ii,^  1S63, 

Sir:  Your  communications  of  the  17th  and  18th  are  at  hand.     *    *    ♦ 

I  regret  to  state  that  the  enemy  have  either  captured  or  detained 
Lieutenant  W.  L.  Mann,  of  my  staff,  who  was  sent  with  a  letter  under 
a  flag  of  truce;  he  lias  not  returned,  although  absent  forty-eight  hours. 
He  was  seen  to  go  to  the  fleet. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  mv  communication  and  my  instructions  to  Lieu- 
tenant Mann,  which  1  believe  that  the  general  commanding  will  consider 
as  proper  and  not  exceeding  the  usages  of  war.  I  have  no  experience, 
but  1  believe  I  was  not  wrong. 

I  submit  to  the  general  commanding  as  to  what  course  I  shall  take 
in  view  of  this  outrage.  In  connection  with  this,  it  is  proper  to  state 
that  the  flag  of  truce  sent  by  Colonel  Hobby  before  I  arrived  here  has 
not  returned;  we  are  a  little  fearful  that  the  boat  may  have  capsized, 
as  the  weather  was  storming  when  it  left.  It  is  possible  that  they  did 
not  wish  their  movements  to  be  known,  and  therefore  detained  my 
officer;  but  if  he  complied  with  my  instructions,  as  I  know  he  would 
do,  he  could  have  given  no  cause  for  his  detention  on  that  account,  as 

he  could  not  see  any  more  than  we  could  do  from  the  shore. 

******* 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  P.  Bee, 
Brigadier-  General^  Proinsional  Anny, 

Captain  Edmund  P.  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  HoxisUm. 

[Enclosures.] 
In.^rurtions  to  LieiUeiiani  Mann, 

Headqi^arters  First  Division,  Armt  of  T  ^as, 

Corpus  Christi^  Tex,^  Noveniber^l^  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  vessel  commanded  by  Captain  Henry 
to  the  vicinity  of  the  United  States  fleet  at  Aransas  Pass.     On  arriving 
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at  a  point  from  which  your  signal  can  be  seen,  you  will  attnutt  their 
attention,  and  await  tho  approach  of  such  boat  as  may  be  sent  to  jou. 
As  your  mission  is  one  solely  of  humanity,  you  will  not  apmroach  so 
near  the  enemy  as  to  induce  them  to  suppose  that  your  object  is  to 
obtain  information  of  thciir  movements,  strength,  etc.  On  receiving 
an  answer  to  the  coummiiication  wliich  you  bear,  you  will  return  to 
this  point. 

You  will  raise  a  white  flag  on  your  vessel  as  soon  as  you  leave  this 
wharf,  and  keep  it  flying  until  your  return. 

By  order  of  Brigadicr-Cxcneral  H.  P.  Bee,  Provisional  Army: 

Vj.  R.  Takver, 
Ald-de-CiiiHjt  (Did  Af<xtf<tovt  Adjutant- Qe-tit^nit. 

Lieutenant  Walter  L.  Mann, 

^ U't !n [I  AxRtHUi  n  t  Adj  utav  t-i ien  eraL 

Heai>quakters  First  Division,  Army  of  Texas, 

Corpus  (-hrist!^  7r.r.,  Isommher^l^  ISGS. 

Sir:  In  resjx>nse  to  the  appeals  made  to  nie  by  the  families  of  the 
soldiers  of  this  army  stationed  on  Mustiin^  Island,  I  have  the  honor  to 
send  Lieutenant  Walt(»r  li.  Mann,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  of 
this  division,  under  a  Ihig  of  truce,  with  this  communication. 

In  the  name  of  humanitv,  I  fisk  that  vou  will  inform  me  of  the  fate 

•     •  • 

of  those  soldiers,  that  th(j  families  may  be  n»lieved  from  this  state  of 
saspense. 

A  flag-of-truce  ])oat  sent  down  by  Oolonel  f  A.  M.]  Hobby,  of  this 
command,  })efore  my  arrival  has  not  returned;  it  was  borne  by  Acting 
Sailing  Master  Neal;  information  as  to  its  whereal>outs  is  requested! 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  vour  obedient  seiTant, 

"  H.  P.  Bee, 

Jiritjadif'r-  6V//<7V//,  Pror!,si(fn(il  Anny  Confederate  Statetf, 

CoMDG.  Officer  of  thk  l\  S.  Land  <m  Naval  Forces, 


Beport  of  Brigadier-General  Bee,  C.  8.  Army,  transmitting  report  of  Lieutenant  Kann, 

G.  8.  Army,  bearer  of  flag  of  truce. 

IlEADglARTERS    FiRST    DiVJSION,   ArMY    OF   TeXAS, 

Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  you  an  interesting  report  from  Lieutenant 
Mann  of  his  visit  and  detention  at  th<^  camp  of  the  enemy  at  Aransan 
Piuss,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  t()g(»ther  with  a  conumuiication  from  Gen- 
eral Banks, 

I  am,  sir,  vour  ol>edient  servant, 

H.  P.  Bee, 
Iirtff(tdtrr-  (ft  fu mK  Cinnntanding. 
Captain  Edmund  P.  Turner, 

AifsiHtant  Adj'ttduf'irrnrrol^  J)fHfrl<'f  of  Tr,i'iiH^  ttc,^  Houston. 

[Kiiclostirr.] 

Headquarters  First  IhvisioN,  Army  of  Texas, 

Litrthui^  ynninhvr  AO^  1863. 

Sir:  Aetinjj  in  aeeordancc*  with  vour  instructions  to  me  on  tin*  21st 
instant,  I  left  Hawh\v's  dredtre  boat  on  Aransas  Bay  on  the  :i'Jd,  l>ear- 
ing,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  your  communication  to  thcoflicer  command- 
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ing  the  naval  and  land  forces  of  the  United  States  Army  at  Aransas 
Pass. 

On  arriving  within  probably  a  mile  of  the  nearest  vessel  of  the 
Federal  fleet,  I  stopped  and  waved  my  flag  repeatedly  to  attract  the 
attention  of  their  outposts.  After  the  lapse  oi  two  or  three  hours,  I 
saw  near  ing  me  a  small  boat,  containing  an  officer  and  5  men.  Although 
they  had  no  white  flag  flying,  still  I  determined  to  await  their  approach, 
being  ver}^  anxious  to  get  an  answer  to  your  communication.  As 
soon  as  the  boat  reached  me,  I  made  known  my  business,  and  handed 
the  officer  mv  documents. 

1  was  at  once  placed  under  guard,  and  the  Federal  boat  returned  to 
the  island,  coming  back  again  in  an  hour,  with  instructions  to  take 
myself  and  party,  consisting  of  2  citizens,  within  the  lines. 

As  soon  as  we  reached  Aransas  City  I  was  conducted  to  the  head- 
quarters of  the  officer  commanding  the  troops  at  that  point.  I  was 
here  informed  that  I  Avould  be  deteined  until  General  Banks,  whose 
headquavters  were  on  Mustang  Island,  about  5  miles  distant,  could 
receive  your  communication  and  act  upon  it.  This  gave  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  very  distinctly  their  entire  force,  and  forming  some 
idea  of  the  ver}'  active  movements  that  were  going  on.  I  soon  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  an  expedition  was  being  organized  to  attack  our 
fortifications  at  Saluria,  which  conclusion  was  verified  during  the 
evening. 

The  expedition  was  directed  by  General  [CadwalladerC]  Washburn, 
who  commands,  I  understand,  one  division  of  the  Thirteenth  Army 
Corps,  U.  S.  Army. 

General  Washburn  marched  on  Saluria  the  same  evening  that  I 
landed  on  the  ishind,  the  22d  instant.  Abo^it  two  hours  after  my 
landing  I  was  taken  by  Colonel  [Nathan  A.  M.]  Dudley,  inspector- 

feneral  of  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Mustang 
sland,  when  the  colonel  informed  me  I  would  be  detained  there  three 
or  four  days  for  prudential  motives.  Quarters  were  assigned  me  on 
one  of  their  transports. 

1  was  detained  within  the  Federal  lines  four  days,  during  which 
time,  being  restricted  only  by  the  limits  of  the  transport  on  which  I 
was  (juartered,  1  had  an  opportunity  of  gaining  considerable  informa- 
tion respecting  Geneml  Banks'  expedition  against  our  State. 

Until  the  25th,  the  five  regiments  that  marched  against  Saluria  and 
two  companies  of  negroes  that  remained  on  Mastang  [Island]  com- 

Srised  General  Banks'  entire  command  this  side  of  Brownsville. 
>ii  the  evening  of  the  2f)th,  however,  a  vessel  arrived  from  New 
Orleans,  I  think,  with  two  regiments — the  Twenty-first  and  Twenty- 
second  Iowa;  they  also  averaged  only  about  500  men  each.  This  com- 
prised General  Banks'  entire  command  on  the  islands  of  Mustang, 
Saint  JosephV  and  Matagorda.  When  I  was  released  on  the  evening 
of  the  20th  instant,  he  nad  outside  four  heavy  ships  of  war — the 
MrClellan,  his  flagship;  the  MoitongalwUf^  their  heaviest  armed  ship; 
the  Granite  City^  and  the  Thomas  Scott,  Inside  the  bar  there  were 
six  transports  drawing  under  8  feet  of  water,  all  armed  but  one, 
their  armanent  consisting  of  12-pounder  Dahlgren  howitzers  and  20- 
pounder  Parrot t  guns.  There  were  four  of  each  kind;  two  of  the 
Parrott  guns,  however,  were  in  battery  on  land,  two  small  earth- 
works having  been  thrown  up  as  soon  as  the  island  wa^i  c!,vv.^t.wx^^.> 


086  WEST   GULF    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 

One  of  the  transports  was  the  Matamoraa^  from  the  Rio  Grrande, 
one  of  the  boats  owned  by  Messrs.  King  &  Kennedy,  of  Browns- 
ville; all  of  their  boats  excepting  one  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Fed- 
enils.  The  Matnm<n'(fi<  is  still  commanded  by  her  same  captain, 
Dalzell.     *     *     * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

Walter  L.  Mann, 
Fli'Ht  Lienii'Hiinl  and  Acthuj  Ai<i<lHtant  Adjutant"  G-en^raU. 

Brigadier-General  H.  P.  Bee. 


Lrtter  from    Onnmodore  BdK  U,  ^.  JVavt/n  to  Captain   GiUis^   ZT.  S. 
3v/A7/,  n^ijardinij  coo f  for  tlw  vei<Hid.n  on.  the  TeJ!<is<  ooast. 

U.  S.  Steam  Six)Op  Pensacola, 

Of  Srir  Orleans,  Xoveiaher  17^  1S63. 

Sir:  The  Katafidhi  is  in,  also  the  coal  yom^gX^  Anni^  Lewis  and  I^hr- 
est  King,  I  sent  you  the  coal  brig  Sanniel  Lhidney,  511  tons,  on  the 
2r)th  October,  and  presume  she  has  reached  you. 

On  the  7th  insbmt  the  bark  Hanson  Greyorij  was  dispatched  with 
510  tons  coal  for  Sabine  Pass. 

I  am  now  loading  up  two  vessels  with  coal,  say  1,(;0()  tons,  and  they 
will  be  sent  to  (Jalveston  some  time  this  week.  Therefore  don't  draw 
unnecessarily  on  the  collier  off  Sabine. 

The  Bermndu  is  in  to-dav,  but  will  be  detained  a  few  days  for  the 
Circassian  to  get  ahead. 

The  Anfona.  Acting  Master  Alfred  \j,  B.  Zerega,  left  here  yester- 
dav  to  report  to  you. 

The  Aroontoiph'  j^foes  down  to-dav,  and  the  Ptonta  will  follow  in  about 
one  week.     The  Pfrngnin  will  follow  about  two  weeks  hence. 

These  are  the  onh'  vessels  I  hav<»  in  stx)re  for  you. 

Trooj)s  are  Ixnng  forwarded  to  Rio  Cirande. 
T  am,  very  respectfully, 

11.  H.  Bell, 

Conrmodtprr.  Conidg,  lfW/'/7/  trii/f  lilockdg*  Sfjuodronprotem, 

Captain  John  P.  (iillis, 

(.  ,  S,  Sftani  S/nojt  Osst/)cr\ 

Co//td(/,  [■,  S,  liJochiiduui  Fnrvis^  (ftf'  ( \pasf  of  Texas, 


Lt'fter  from  Rrlgadur-irentral  Storo\  l\  S.  Arinf/.  to  f/t^-^  senior  nai^l 
ffjfif'frr  firtfr  Donaldson  riih^  rrfjKrsfiiHj  roojh  rafion  of  (t  qunhoat  at 
Plaqurniln*\ 

New  Orleans,  Xomnlh  r  17.  1S63. 

Sir:  Is  there  any  gunboat  at  Plaquemines  If  not,  <'an  one  be  sent 
th(»re?  There  is  information  that  the*  enemv  are  on  the  (irosse  Tete, 
above  that  point. 

Very  respe(*tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  P.  Stone, 
lirigadif  r-  (rf^nfral  and  Clfi*f  of  Staff, 
Senior  Naval  Officer, 

Near  DonaldsonoiUe, 
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Repcyrt  of  Commander  TotJonsend^  U,  S.  Navv^  regarding  the  call  for 

cooperation  at  Plaqu^mtne. 

U.  S.  S.  Essex, 
Off  Donaldsonmlle^  La.  ^  November  18^  1863. 

Commodore:  I  intended  to  send  the  Argosy  to  New  Orleans  last 
evening,  but  Colonel  Fiske  (commanding  Fort  Butler)  brought  me  a 
telegram  from  General  Stone,  speaking  of  a  rumored  advance  of  the 
rebels  on  Plaqueminc,  and  at  Colonel  Fiske's  rec^uest  I  sent  the 
Argo»y  thither,  although  the  place  is  not  in  my  district.  Captain 
Morong,  tinding  that  there  was  no  immediate  cause  for  apprehension, 
returned  here  to-da3\  and  I  now  send  the  Argosy  below.  If  it  be  nec- 
essary that  a  gunboat  lie  at  Plaquemine  for  any  time  it  should  be 
supplied  by  the  second  division,  as  the  place  lies  within  that  district. 
I  have  therefore  telegraphed  to  Captain  Swaney,  of  the  Kenwood., 
lying  at  Baton  Rouge,  to  consult  with  General  Cooke,  there  command- 
ing, and,  if  it  should  appear  necessary,  proceed  to  Plaquemine  and 
remain  there  as  longas  nis  presence  might  be  required,  or  until  he 
should  receive  other  orders  from  his  division  conmnander,  Captain 
Foster.  After  the  Argosy  returns  from  New  Orleans  1  will  send  her 
again  to  Plaauemine  to  learn  from  Captain  Swanevthe  exact  situation 
of  affairs,  and,  if  requisite,  give  him  assistance.  The  Argo»y  will  make 
but  a  short  stop  at  New  Orleans.  I  do  not  apprehend  that  any  disturb- 
ance will  occur  during  her  absence.  If  aia  be  required  above  us,  I 
will  take  Captain  Gregory  from  his  guard  over  the  mill  for  a  day  or 
two  and  send  him  up  to  cooperate  with  Captain  Swaney  at  Plaquemine. 

Will  3'ou  please  give  orders  that  the  articles  recjuired  for  the  mill 
be  obtained  and  put  on  board  the  Argosy  with  dispatch?  With  these 
rumors  flying  around,  and  spasmodic  calls  from  the  Annv  for  gun- 
boats, I  should  like  to  have  my  little  force  well  in  hand  to  assist  our 
soldier  brethren  if  requisite.  The  latter,  in  their  placid,  self- 
gratulatory  moments,  are  somewhat  inclined  to  make  light  of  the 
doings  of  the  Navy;  but  when  an  alarm  comes  their  first  thought 
and  cry  is  for  a  gunboat,  and  many  a  scrape  have  the  gunboats  helped 
them  out  of,  often  saving  them  from  utter  destruction.  I  do  not 
know  what  bright  thought  induced  the  military  authorities  to  stick 
down  200  troops  at  Plaquemine,  where  there  should  be  either  a  strong 
force  or  none  at  all.  It  is  really  a  very  important  strategic  point,  and 
should  be  defended  by  a  well-garrisoned  fort.  Captain  Morong  will 
give  you  the  particulars  of  the  rumors,  etc. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Townsexd, 

Commander.,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commodore  Henry  II.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navv, 

Coviinandlnq  Wvstern  (rulf  Bhckadlng  Squadron. 


Rejiorf  nf  Coininamhr   Tinnisend^  U.  S.  N a ry^  regarding  a  vessel  for 

cooperation  at  Plaquemine. 

U.  S.  S.  Essex, 
Of  Donaldsoiirilh',  La.,  Noremlei*  18,  1863— 10:30 p.  m. 

Commodore:  An  hour  since  I  received  a  second  di«})atch  from  Gen- 
eral Cooke,  saying:  ' '  The  Kenuymd  has  gone  to  Bayou  Sara,  near  which 
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the  enemy's  batteries  are  said  to  be  engaged.  It  is  merelv  report  that 
a  large  force  of  them  are  on  their  march  down  the  Grosse  T^te, 
but  it  is  repeated."  Having  heard  so  many  similar  reports  I  do  not 
place  very  great  confi<ience  in  these;  but  as  the  Kenwood  can  not  go 
to  Plaquemine,  I  feel  it  is  my  duty  to  send  a  gunboat  thither  from  my 
division.  I  am  therefore  compelled  to  withdraw  the  St,  Clair  from  the 
mill  for  a  few  days  and  sfend  ner  up  to  Plaquemine.  As  soon  as  the 
Argony  returns  she  will  relieve  the  JSt,  Clair ^  so  that  Captain  Gregory 
can  go  on  with  the  w^ork  at  the  mill. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  yout  obedient  servant^ 

Robert  Townsend, 
Commander^  U.  S.  JVizv^, 

Couuuodore  Henky  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commandhuj  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Sguadran. 


InstriK'tions  from  tJw  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  BeU^  U.  & 
Navy^  connected  with  the  sending  of  United  States  vessels  North. 

Navy  Department,  November  18^  1863. 

Sir:  Hereafter  when  any  vessel  of  the  West  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron  is  sent  home  you  will  take  out  the  men  whose  terms  of 
ser\nce  are  not  out  and  substitute  those  whose  enlistments  have  ex- 

Sired;  you  wMll  also  take  out  such  stores  and  ammunition  as  are  not 
eemed  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  vessel,  and  retain  all  officers 
recently  on  the  station. 
Very  respectfully, 

(tideox  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy* 
ConmuxloHi  H.  H.  Bell, 

Command ing  WeM  thdf  Blockading  Sqiradron  2>ro  tern. 


Captnrr  <f  Uw  schoom r  Amelia  Ann  and  Spanish  hark  Teresita, 
Report  of  Acting  Master  Lamson,  U.  8.  Navy,  oommanding  IT.  8.  8.  Granite  City. 

U.  S.  S.  Granite  City, 
({ff  Arani<as^  Tr.i\^  Novemher  18^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  Captain 
John  r.  (irillis,  commanding  second  division  Western  Gulf  Blockad- 
ing Squadron,  I  left  (iaiveston  on  the  14tli  Novoinher  and  proceeded 
to  Brazos  Santiago  with  dispatches  for  Commander  Strong,  U.  S.  8. 
Mommgahfla,  but  not  finding  him  there  I  proceeded  to  the  Rio 
Grande,  where  1  learned  he  had  left  for  (.orpus  Christi.  In  the 
vicinitv  of  Brazos  Santiago  I  captured  the  schooner  Amelia  Afin^ 
under  knglish  colors,  from  Havana,  bound  to  Matamoras,  w^ith  a  cargo 
of  liquors,  oils,  etc. 

In  American  waters  (with  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  (Grande  bearing  by 
compass  \V.  S.  W.)  I  found  tlie  Spanish  bark  Terenlfa^  with  298  bales 
of  cotton  on  board.  I  immediately  took  possession  and  towed  her  toi 
this  place,  arriving  here  this  day.  I  have  disnatched  her  to  New 
Orleans,  in  charge  of  a  prize  officer.  Enclosed  please  find  list  of  offi- 
cers and  crew.     The  bearing  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  wa©  the  same 


hy  the  bark's  compass  as  by  our  own,  and  her  mate  t-onfessed  that  she 
was  in  American  waters;  also  that  she  had  taken  part  of  her  cargo  on 
board  at  the  same  anchorage,  and  that  the  wind  had  been  farorable  for 
shifting  her  position  into  neutral  waters  if  be  had  been  so  disposed. 
1  boarded  another  Spanish  bark,  also  in  American  waters,  that  had 
been  examined  by  the  Mowmgaheln^  bat  as  she  had  no  cargo  on  board 
at  that  time  was  not  disturbed,  but  I  found  that  since  the  Mnnonga- 
Ma  left  she  had  taken  on  board  44  bales  of  cotton,  but  with  the  small 
power  of  this  steamer  I  could  not  tow  her,  as  I  had  the  schooner  in 
addition  to  the  TivesUa;  therefore.  1  was  obliged  to  leave  her. 

Trusting  that  my  pro<'eedings  in  this  case  will  prove  to  have  been 
correct  and  legal. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Lamson, 

CominandiTtg. 
•     Hon,  Gideon  Wellsis, 

Secretary  of  the  Nmry,  Wnshlngt'm,  D.   C. 


U.  S.  Stbam  8i,oop  Pensacola, 

OffNeio  Orl^m,  December  ^1,  1863. 
Sir;  Major-General  Banks  has  referred  to  me  your  letter  of  17th 
December,  relating  to  the  schooner  Amelia  Ann,  seized  off  the  Rio 
(irande  by  the  U,  S.  gimboat  Granite  City. 

I  would  state  for  your  information  that  the  case  of  the  schooner 
Amelia  Avn  is  p'nding  in  the  U.  S.  district  court,  and  has  gone  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  naval  authorities.  Any  reclamations  you  may 
desire  to  make  :<hould  be  done  through  that  court. 

I  have  the  honor  to  t»,  your  m>edient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,  Comdg.  Western  Guif  liloelidij.  Squadron  pro  tem. 
Don  Juan  Callejon, 

Her  Catholic  M^eaty'a  Consul  at  New  Orl-eiini'. 


Navt  Depabtment,  Februarys,  186^. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honortoacknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letterof  the 
30th  ultimo,  enclosing  a  translation  of  a  note,  djited  the  21st  ultimo, 
addres-sed  to  you  by  M.  Tassara,  the  minister  of  herCatholic  Majesty, 
complaining  of  the  alleged  illegal  capture  of  the  Spanish  brig  Terestta 
by  a  vessel  of  the  U.  8.  Navy,  concerning  which  you  ask  to  be  fur- 
nished with  such  information  as  this  Department  may  possess  or  may 
be  able  to  obtain. 

Acting  Master  C.  W.  Lamson.  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Granite 
City,  by  which  vessel  the  capture  of  the  Tera<ita  was  made,  reported 
briefly  the  circumstances  under  date  of  the  18th  of  November  last. 


690  WEST   GULF   BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 

He  says  that  in  American  waters  (with  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande 
River  bearing  by  compass  W.  S.  W.)  he  found  the  Teresita  with  298 
bales  of  cotton  on  board,  took  possession  of  her,  placed  a  prize  crew 
in  charge,  and  dispatched  her  to  New  Orleans.  He  further  says  the 
bearing  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  was  the  same  by  the  bark's  compass 
as  by  his  own,  and  that  her  mate  confessed  he  was  in  American  waters; 
also  that  she  had  taken  part  of  her  cargo  on  board  at  the  same  anchor- 
age, and  that  the  wind  had  been  favorable  for  shifting  her  position 
into  neutral  waters  if  he  had  been  so  disposed. 

The  Department  has  no  further  information  on  the  subject  of  the 
seizure  than  the  report  of  Acting  Master  Lamson  conveys. 

The  Tere^ita  has  oeen  sent  to  the  prize  court  at  New  Orleans,  which 
is  a  proper  tribunal  to  decide  upon  the  legality  of  the  seizure.     Mr. 
Tassara^s  note  is  herewith  returned. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Na/oy, 

Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Order  of  Commodore  Beil^  LL   S.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant' GommanKler 

Fitzhugh^  U,  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensaoola, 

OffNeio  Orham,  Novemher  19,  1863. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  ordered  to  relieve  Lieutenant-Commander 
James  Stillwell,  in  ox>mniand  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  PinoI<i. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Comm^Hlore^  Comdg,  WeMeni  Gulf  Blockdg.  Stiuadronpro  tent. 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  E.  Fitzhugh,  U.  S.  Navy, 

New  OrUaiiH. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Coiiunander  Green<',^  U.  S,  Navy.,  rcqardiny  pro- 
posed expedition  f^r  the  drntruction  of  Home  of  the  Lnited  ota/t-es 
vessels  in  Mobile  Bay. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincexnes, 
Ship  Island,  November  19,  1863. 

Sir:  Accompanying  the  communication  of  Ijieutenant-Commander 
Bigelow,  in  reference  to  the  prisoner  George  W.  Walker,  I  have  to 
state  that  I  have  l(»arned  from  him  that  an  expedition  is  iittod  out  in 
Mobile  Bay  to  destro}^  some  of  the  ])lockading  fleet.  Tlic  particulars 
are  as  follows: 

The  steamer  Gunnison,  a  small  prom^ller,  having  a  torpedo  attached 
in  a  similar  manner  to  the  one  uso(l  at  Charleston,  is  about  to  run 
down  the  (7olorado,  or  such  vessel  as  she  nia^^  meet.  She  is  commanded 
by  one  Cunningham,  with  a  crew  of  not  over  ten  men.  She  is  iron 
cased  about  her  toilers,  carries  no  guns,  has  one  smokestack,  no  mast, 
very  low  in  the  water,  draws  7  feet.     Torpedo  contains  about  150 
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pounds  powder.     I  have  taken  proper  steps  to  inform  Commodore 
Thatcher  off  Mobile. 

The  prisoner  who  is  brought  with  this  can  give  you  the  further 
particulars.  I  had  him  searched  on  board  this  vessel  and  found  two 
papers  in  the  lining  of  his  coat,  marked  Nos.  1  and  2,  in  the  accom- 
panying list  of  articles;  also  an  amount  of  money,,  which  is  specified, 
which  was  found  in  his  wallet  with  sundry  other  papers. 

The  suspicious  movements  of  this  person,  as  reported  by  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Bigelow,  when  taken,  have  caused  me  to  give  the  par- 
ticulars in  this  dispatch. 

As  he  was  seen  to  land  before  capture,  I  have  ordered  the  Calhown 
to  go  and  search  the  spot  that  he  was  seen  at.  The  prisoner  reports 
that  he  sunk  a  bundle  of  dispatches  for  General  Banks  off  Pascagoula, 
and  thinks  he  could  recover  them.  This  was  before  he  was  seen  by 
the  Calfuyun,     He  says  he  can  recollect  the  tenor  of  the  dispatches. 

Should  they  be  of  importance  I  will  try  (if  you  will  send  the  prisoner 
down)  to  recover  them. 
Respectfully, 

C.  H.  Greene, 
Lieutenant-  CorriTnander, 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Com^manding  Western  Gvlf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut^  TJ,  S.  Navy^  rega/rding  additional 

vessels  for  the  Texas  coast, 

Hastings  upon  Hudson,  Nirvemher  SO,  1863. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  Hartford  and 
Brooklyn  will  not  be  ready  for  sea  in  less  than  three  weeks,  from  the 
best  information  I  can  obtain.  I  particularly  regret  it,  because  1  see 
that  General  Banks  is  in  the  field  and  my  services  may  be  required. 
A  letter  from  Commodore  Bell  to-day  urges  me  to  bring  down  more 
vessels,  as  the  calls  upon  him  by  the  army  since  they  have  determined 
to  occupy  Texas  can  not  be  supplied  without  too  much  sacrifice  of  the 
blockade.  I  am  informed  there  are  some  turreted  ironclads  building 
on  the  Upper  Mississippi,  which  should  be  nearly  finished  by  this  time. 
They  draw  about  6  feet  of  water  and  will  be  the  very  vessels  to  operate 
in  the  shallow  waters  of  Texas,  if  the  Department  would  order  them  * 
down  there.  We  might  also  have  some  vessels  of  still  lighter  draft, 
say,  not  to  exceed  4  feet,  built  there  and  sent  down  the  river  and 
thereby  avoid  the  risk  of  a  sea  voyage.  We  can  not  protect  these  ves- 
sels against  round  shot,  but  they  can  be  well  protected  against  mus- 
ketry by  boiler  iron.  W^ith  one  or  two  light  guns  they  can  do  the 
service  of  a  larger  vessel  and  their  great  facilities  for  transporting  and 
landing  troops  and  patrolling  on  Lake  Pontchartrain  and  the  bayous 
along  the  coast. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear- Admiral, 

Hon.  Gideon  W^elles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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Report  of  CinnmMvder  Rolando,   U.  S.  JVa'iy.  tyminandinij    U.  S.  5^ 
Seminole,  regardirig  gmieiul  matters.  J9 

U.  S.  S.  Seuisolb,         ^I 

StAine  Pas8,  November — ,1863.  H 

Sih:  Your  dispatches  of  November  7, 13,  and  13  have  been  receiveoH 

1  send  to  New  Orleans  in  the  V'lrm^ian  Mr.  Robert.  G.  Pope,  at^l 

ing  second  o-ssistaiit  engineer,  detached  by  your  order  from  this  shipjl 

with  instructions  to  ruport  to  the  senior  officer  at  that  place.  J 

1  enclose  to  jou,  to  bo  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  thn 

Srize  list  of  the  crow  of  this  ship,  which  has  l>een  corrected;  also  thfiJ 
ites  of  appointment  of  all  volunteer  officers  at  Sabine  Pass.  ^ 

Agreeably  to  jour  order,  the  Arisona  was  sent  on  the  l!*th  to  CaUl 
CBsieu  Paas.  where  Mr.  Charles  M.  Thayer  was  landed  under  a  flatf  I 
of  truce.  The  ArUorM  then  proceeded  to  Mermentau  Lake,  hut  could  J 
discover  no  vessels  either  there  or  in  the  vicinity.  I 

A  previous  requisition  was  made  for  30  hags  of  soft  coal.  It  was 
receipted  for  by  Captain  Eaton,  of  the  Vircansian,  but  left  behind  at 
New  Orleans.  You  will  oblige  me  by  having  it  sent  to  thin  ship  in 
the  Bermuda,  as  it  is  fuel  for  the  ship's  galley,  which  will  not  burn 
the  anthracite  coal. 

In  consequence  of  the  Increase  of  the  fever  ou  board  the  Ari£Onti,pix 
nounced  by  the  surgeons  to  be  yellow  fever,  I  will,  on  her  return  n-oolf 
Vermilion  Bay,  where  I  have  sent  her  as  a  convoy  to  the  Kate  DaUf% 
ai-my  transport,  with  lirokoo-down  machinery,  send  her  to  Galveston! 
to  await  Captain  Gillis's  orders.  I 

You  will  see  by  the  report  of  the  medical  officers  that  the  sickneaa  1 
and  mortality  on  Iward  the  Arizona  is  increased  greatly,  to  such  ami 
extent  that  I  fear  she  will  i>e  iuefficient  from  the  loss  of  men.     Since  j 
the  report  was  forwarded  two  additional  deaths  took  place  on  the  21st 
from  the  fever,  and  tlie  ship  is  thoroughly  infected  with  the  dis€ 
so  much  so  that  she  is  not  a  proper  vessel  for  blockading,'  duly. 

As  I  think  there  will  l>o  no  doubt  of  what  Captain  (iillis  will  do;  I 
viz.  send  the  vessel  to  New  Oilrans  for  oi-ders,  I  will  call  your  atten*  I 
tinn,  in  anticipation,  to  my  pnvious  request  for  an  increase  of  force  I 
at  this  point. 

lour  oiiedient  .servant, 

H.  Rolando, 
Cmmnander,  U,  S.  Ifavjfti 
t'omniodore  H,  H.  Bell, 

Comiitf.  Western  (rul/' Jiljjchfd in f/  Stjtutdron  pro  tetn. 

New  Orleans,  La. 


Report  of  Ciimviodore  Bell.  U.  S.  jVfir>/,  refhrr'Tiff  to  t/ui  capture  ^ti 
■wagel"  Mainnwrax,  fidcnve,  Vo/ante,  ami  Dashing  Wave. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensaoola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  M>vemherSSO,  186S. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  0 
Oetoljer  21,  directing  the  Cohratl'i  to  be  sent  in  due  time  to  Port 
mouth,  N.  H..  for  her  to  roach  there  by  the  1st  of  February  next. 

A  former  letter.  Soptcmlier  23,  ordered  her  to  be  sent  to  Portlandfl 
Me.     She  will  be  detached  by  the  1st  of  January. 
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Reports  have  been  received  from  Captain  James  H.  Strong,  U.  S.  S. 
Monongahela^  off  Brazos  Santiago,  November  12,  and  from  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Brown,  U.  S.  gunboat  Virginia, 

The  gunboats-  (hrasco  and  Virginia  seized  the  following-named 
British  trading  vessels  lying  oflf  the  Rio  Grande,  in  American  watei*s, 
as  they  believe,  for  being  m  contraband  trade,  viz,  schooner  Mata- 
nu/ras,,  brig  ]  'olante^  })ark  Scie?ice^  and  brig  Dashing  Wave,  As  soon 
as  these  vessels  arrive,  their  reports  will  be  forwarded. 

An  insurrection  occurred  in  Matamoras,  November  10,  headed  by 
Cortinas,  who  shot  the  governor  and  lieutenant-governor. 

The  object  of  the  insurrection  was  not  stated  by  Captain  Strong. 

The  ArooHto(pk\  Lieutenant-Commander  C.  Hatfield,  which  has  been 
heretofore  on  ])lockade  off  Mobile  Bar,  has  been  detached  from  there 
and  sent  to  the  coast  of  Texas. 

The  brig  Bohio^  blockading  off  the  coast  of  Texas,  leaking  badly, 
will  I  c  relieved  immediately  by  the  U.  S.  bark  W,  G,  Anderson^  under 
the  command  of  Acting  Master  J.  F.  Winchester. 

The  17.  S.  ship  NigJdingaU^  being  too  damp  for  ordnance  stores,  the 
r.  S.  bark  J,  V,  Kuhn^  Acting  Master  J.  t.  Harden,  will  start  for 
Pensucola  Bay  to-morrow  to  receive  the  ordnance  stores  formerly  in 
the  Nightinga}*\ 

Acting  Assistant  Pa^-master  W.  R.  Sherwood  has  been  ordered  to 

Eroceed  to  the  North  and  report  his  arrival  there  by  letter  to  the 
department. 

He  was  relieved  by  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Ichabod  Norton. 
I  have  the  honor  to  ))e,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Conimodore,^  Coindg,  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern, 

Hon.  GiDEox  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,^  Washinghto7i^  D,  C, 


Report  of  Commodare  Bell^  U,  S,  JVai^y^  trans nyitting  correspondence 
with  t)ie  coimiianding  ojjicer  of  H,  B,  M,  S,  Galatea^  regarding  the 
exercise  of  helligeix-nt  rights  off  the  Bio  Grande, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off'  Neio  Orleans,  Noveinbei^W,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copy  of  a  letter,  marked 
No.  1,  from  (^aptain  Maguire,  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Galatea,^  requesting 
information  as  to  the  instructions  under  which  United  States  cruisers 
act  off  the  Rio  Grande  in  reference  to  neutral  vessels  trading  there. 
A  copy  of  my  reply,  No.  2,  thereto  is  also  enclosed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Sec7'etary  of  the  Navy,  Washington, 

[Enclosures.] 

H.  B.  M.  S.  Galatea, 
Off  the  Rio  Grande,  Novend)er,  1803. 

Sik:  In  conse(|uence  of  the  numerous  applications  which  I  receive 
as  to  the  immunity  from  capture  of  British  vessels  engaged  kv  W<^V. 
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trade  in  Mexican  waters,  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  by 
vessels  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  1  have  the  honor  to  request  you  will  be 

S leased  to  give  me  for  the  information  of  Vice- Admiral  Sir  Alexander 
lilnCj  K.  C.  B.,  the  British  naval  commander  in  chief  on  the  North 
American  station,  such  items  of  the  orders  issued  to  the  officers  in 
command  of  cruisers  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  as  relate  to  the  treatment 
of  neutral  vessels  in  the  Mexican  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande.  Lieu- 
tenant Brown,  commanding  the  U.  S.  cruiser  Virginia^  has  been  good 
enough  to  allow  me  to  copy  his  general  instructions  on  this  head^  but 
I  am  anxious  to  obtain  the  authority  of  the  officer  in  command  of  the 
Gulf  Squadron  on  this  subject  for  the  guidance  and  information  of 
British  men-of-war  visiting  Matamoras. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROCHFORT   MaGUIRE, 

Captain^  Senior  Naval  Officer^  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  etc., 

U,  S.  S,  Pensacola^  New  (Mexins, 


U.  S.  Steam  Sixkdp  Pensacola, 
Off  New  (Jrleav^f,  La.^  Novemher  16,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  present  month,  requesting  information  as  to  the  instructions  which 
govern  United  States  cruisers  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  in  relation  to  the 
treatment  of  neutral  vessels  in  the  Mexican  waters  of  the  Rio  Gi*ande, 
and  would  state  in  repl}^  that  the  United  States  cruisers  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  proceeding  to  the  Rio  Grande  have  orders  not  materially 
differing  from  those  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Virginia,^  viz: 

Not  to  claim  or  exercise  belligerent  rights  within  Mexican  waters,  which  begin  at 
a  line  drawn  at  right  angles  to  the  (;oast,  passing  through  the  middle  of  the  outside 
channel  or  bar  of  that  river;  everything  to  an  anchor  north  of  that  line,  as  w^ell  as 
on  the  high  seas,  you  have  the  l)elligerent  right  to  visit  and  examine,  and  you  are 
expected  to  exercise  this  right  steadfa.»^tly,  without  giving  unnecessary  annoyance  or 
inconvenience,  and  to  send  into  i>ort  for  adjudication  any  vessel  of  whose  lawful  char- 
acter you  may  liave  a  reasonable  doubt.  Vessels  bouml  to  and  from  the  Rio  Grande 
are  fretjuently  met  with  on  the  coast,  much  out  of  their  courses;  such  vessels  are 
unquestionably  blockade  nmners,  and  should  be  sent  in  for  adjudication,  always 
informing  the  judge  with  exactness  of  their  position  when  seized.  On  the  coast  it  is 
pretty  much  a  (juestion  of  latitude,  always  ejisily  ascertained. 

I  have  the  honor  t<>  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Comvwdort,  €omd<j.   VTent  Gulf  BlocJcdg,  Squadron  pro  tein. 

Captain  Rochfort  Maguire, 

77.  IL  M,  S,  Galatea,  off  the  Rio  Grande, 


Report  of  Coinmandcr  Strong,  U.  S,  Navy,  commandin{f  U,  S,  S. 
Mononga/ielH,  regarding  proposed  cooperation  with  Major- General 
Banks  at  Pass  Carallo, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Mononoaiiela, 
Off  Ara7}sas  Paf<H,  Coast  of  Te.cas,  Noveniher  £?/,  1863, 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  let- 
ters of  the  14th  instant. 
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The  Alahama  has  arrived  and  is  now  inside.  1  shall  get  the  buo^ 
and  plant  it  as  directed,  if  it  is  on  board.  I  have  heard  nothing  of  it 
as  yet. 

Geneml  Banks  intends  to  march  from  this  point  to  Matagorda,  and 
desires  me  to  be  at  PassCavallo  to  cover  his  approach.  He  will  move 
in  a  dav  or  two. 

I  have  been  very  careful  about  meddling  with  vessels  off  the  Rio 
Grande:  (».ven  those  anchored  in  our  waters  that  had  clear  papers,  I 
have  not  disturbed.  One  I  had  towed  off,  as  she  could  not  otherwise 
g'^i  off,  for  it  was  clearly  a  mistake  in  her  being  there,  and  her  papers 
were  all  right. 

Vessels  anchored  on  our  side  (clearly  so),  and  being  engaged  in  a 
suspicious  trade,  I  have,  of  course,  claimed  the  right  to  capture. 

I  have  to-day  sent  the  Granite  City  15  miles  up  the  coast  to  recon- 
noiter,  at  the  request  of  General  mnks.  The  Army  now  hold  the 
whole  line  of  coast  from  the  Kio  (xrande  to  this  point,  and  I  trust  will 

soon  hold  Pass  Cavallo. 

^  «  *  *  «  «  * 

The  CirciLaf^lan  brought  us  no  mails. 

Very  respectfully,  3'our  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 

Commander. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Counminding  Went  Gidf  Bl^ockading  Squadron^ 

U,  S.  Flagship  Pen^acola^  New  Orleana^  Za. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  commandant^  7} am/  yard^ 

N^nv  Yorl\  regarding  tugs. 

Navy  Department,  Niwemher  S3y  1863. 

Sir:  The  tugs  Cowdip  and  NarciMHus  are  to  be  sent  to  the  Western 
Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Rear- Admiral  Hiram  Paulding, 

Commandant.^  Navy  Yard.,  Netn  York. 


Order  of  Comatodore  Bell^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Act i fig  Master  Gray,  U.  S. 
Navy^  commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Courier .^  to  return  to  New  York. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
New  (Means,  Nommber  ^J,  1863. 

Sir:  Having  found  it  convenient  to  send  the  stores  brought  out  in 
the  Courier  for  Pensacola  to  that  place  by  another  conveyance,  you 
will  proceed  to  New  York  with  the  U.  S«  ship  CV??m€r  under  your  com- 
mand without  delay,  and  on  your  arrival  report  to  the  commandant  of 
the  navy  yard  there, 
liespectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commodore. 
Acting  Master  S.  C.  Gray, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Courier^  New  Orleans. 
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Report  of  Lieuienant  Hatfidd,  U.  S.    Navy,  coinmandt/ng  U.    S.  S 
Amostooki  regarding  tfu:-  capture  of  the  schoon^  Eureka. 

U.  8.  S.  Aroostook, 

Off  Galveston,  Noveinler  £3,  1863.} 
Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  schooiier  Eurt 
loaded  with  73  bales  of  cotton  and  bound  to  Huvana. 

Thecapture  took  place  on  the  2M  of  Novemlierin  latitude27° 
longitude  94"^  26'  W.  The  Eureka  sailed  from  Brazos  River  on  L 
19th  tniitant,  running  S.  S.  E.,  and  intending  to  run  to  tho  ea^twardq 
the  28d.  She  reports  three  other  small  vessels  inside  ready  to  coQ 
out  and  of  about  ner  own  size,  viz,  20  tons. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Chester  Hatfield, 

Lieutenant,  Votmiiandingt  J 
Commodore  H,  H.  Bell. 

Commanding  Wentem  G-alf  Sipiadron. 


Order  of  i  'nmmmhire  BeU^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu 
Johnstone,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

N&w  Orleans,  November  3^,  1863. 
Sni;  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S,  gunboat  Oct<rrara,tind 
you  will  proceed  to  the  coast  of  Texa?  by  the  first  public  conveyance 
and  assume  command  of  the  U.  S.  bark  IP!  G.  And-ermn,  reporting  b 
Captain  J.  P.  Gillis,  senior  officer  at  Galveston,  on  your  way. 
Respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell. 

Commod(/re,Co7ndg.  Western Gvlf  Bhrkd^.  Squadninpra  fem.  J 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  John  A.  Johnstone,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  Ounhoat  OctoraraSX 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Thatcher,  U.  i 
Navy,,  emoining  mgilance  against  attack  from  torpedo  veesd  i 
MtMle  Bay. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Ntio  Orleans,  Nocemher  25,  186S.  \ 
Sib:  Frequent  reports  reach  me  from  time  to  time  of  the  certainQ 
of  a  small  screw  steamer,  carrying  a  torpedo  over  her  bow,  beio 
ready  to  come  out  from  Mobile  Bay  to  attack  the  vessels  on  blockw 
either  otf  the  bar  or  in  the  sound. 

The  vessel  is  low  in  the  water,  has  one  chunney,  and  draws  7  fee 
and  carries  no  gun. 

Be  vigilant  and  take  her  or  destroy  her  if  you  can. 
Torpwloes  and  rains  are  entitled  to  no  <[uarter 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Belt, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  Western  GnlfBlockdg.  Sipiadnm  pro  tetn.  | 
Commodore  Henry  K.  Thattheh, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Blockading  Forces,  off'  MohKe  Bar. 
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Order  of  Commodore  BeU^    U.   S.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Greene^  U,  S.  Navy^  enjoining  vigUan^ce  against  attack  from  tor- 
pedo vessel  and  to  give  no  quartei\ 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Off  Neio  Orlmns^  La.^  Noveniber  ^25 ^  186S. 

Sir:  Information  has  reached  me  through  army  authorities,  and 
supposed  to  be  reliable,  that  Duke  is  coming  out  through  Heron  Pass 
next  Frida}^  nijifl^t,  November  27,  with  the  screw  steamer  Gunnison^ 
carrying  a  torpedo  over  her  bow,  attended  by  four  launches,  to  attack 
the  vessels  in  the  sounds.  You  will  please  communicate  this  informa- 
tion without  delay  to  the  advance  vessels  near  Grant's  Pass  and  direct 
them  to  keep  out  armed  boats,  and  to  exercise  the  greatest  vigilance 
for  the  detection  of  their  approach,  and  to  destroy  them.  Persons 
employed  on  toi-pedoes  deserve  no  quarter,  and  none  should  be  given 
them. 

Respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
ComriUHlore^  Comdg.  Western  GulfBlockdg,  Squadron  jyro  tern. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Chas.  H.  Greene, 

Connnanding  TJ,  S.  Ship  Vince7ines^  off  Ship  Island, 


Report  of  Major- General   Washbvrn^    U.    S.   Army^   reqarding   the 
advance  upon  Fort  Esperanza^  Matagorda  Island^  Texas, 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

Cedar  Bayou^  November  26,  1863, 

General:  We  are  progressing  fairly  in  crossing.  The  process  is 
slow  and  tedious,  but  1  will  have  all  ferried  over  during  the  coming 
night.  I  will  advance  my  headquarters  to-morrow  at  least  15  miles, 
and  will  invest  the  fort  the  day  aiter.  I  hope  the  gunboats  may  be  in 
position  by  10  a.  m.  on  that  day. 

Please  send  me  a  signal  officer. 

The  gunboat  Granite  City  lies  off  this  point,  and  has  done  so  ever 
since  my  arrival,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  communicate. 

A  rebel  major  was  shot  on  the  north  side  of  the  bayou  on  the  day 
before  yesterday.  His  body  was  found  this  morning.  He  came  down 
with  a  flag  of  truce.  A  sergeant  from  General  Ransom's  command 
swam  over  to  him.  He  got  into  a  dispute  with  the  sergeant  and  drew 
his  pistol  and  shot  him,  wounding  him  severely.  Our  soldiers,  wit- 
nessing the  struggle,  fired,  and  the  major  was  seen  to  limp  awav.  His 
body  was  found  a  few  hundred  yards  from  the  spot  where  he  was 
struck.  His  enquiry  was  as  to  what  had  become  of  the  Confederate 
troops  that  were  on  Mustang  Island. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

C.  C.  Washburn, 

Major-  Genei  al, 

Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Gidf 
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Report  of  Commander  Strong^  U,  S.  Navy^  commanding  (T,  8.  S. 
jfo7wngahela,  regard mg  readiness  for  cooperatifm  with  the  army 
farces  at  Pa^s  Cavallo. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 
Off  Pass  Cavallo,  Coast  of  Texas^  November  £6,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  ^^our  letter  of 
the  17th  inntant  bv  the  Bermuda. 

I  was  very  particular  in  impressing  upon  the  commanders  of  the 
vessels  of  war  sent  down  to  the  Rio  (irande  the  extreme  importance 
of  knowing  the  variation  of  their  comptisses,  and  to  allow  for  varia- 
tion, etc.,  and  that  the  bearings  should  be  taken  by  the  compass  of  the 
seized  vessel  and  in  presence  of  her  own  officers.  After  the  vessels 
had  been  seized  I  made  the  enquiry  of  each  of  the  commanders  if  that 
had  been  done,  and  thev  all  assured  me  that  it  had,  and  that  all  the 
vessels  taken  were  clearly  oh  our  side  of  the  line,  and  so  admitted  to 
be  by  their  own  officers. 

I  have  furnished  the  vessels  down  here  with  a  copy  of  your  instruc- 
tions. J  mot  the  Bermuda  to-day  on  my  way  from  Aransas  Pass  to 
this  place. 

The  general  had  informed  me  that  the  attack  would  be  made  to-mor- 
row morning,  and  he  wished  my  cooperation.  I  do  not  think  it  can 
take  place  so  soon,  for  the  army  is  now  encamped  for  the  night  8  or  10 
miles  below  Pass  Cavallo,  nearly  a  day's  marcli. 

I  have  the  Granih'  Citi/ close  inshore  to  cover  the  advance.  The 
Virginia  is  off  Rio  Grande,  and  the  AnUma  I  sent  down  yesterday. 

The  Virginia  and  (iranite  6%y  will  both  have  to  go  to  Galveston 'in 
the  course  of  three  or  four  days  for  coal.  1  shall  have  to  go  in  a  few 
days  myself. 

^8ih  instant, — Last  night  the  wind  changed  to  the  north.  It  is  now 
blowing  a  gale.  We  have  not  been  able  to  communicate  with  the 
army. 

The  Bermuda  has  arrived.  I  shall  dispatch  her  as  soon  as  the  gale 
moderates  sufficiently  to  conmiunicate  with  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 

Commander, 

Commodore  IT.  II.  Bell, 

Commundinq  Wrstern  (rulf  Blockading  Sr/u/idron^ 

tL  S,  Flagship  PensacnJa,  New  Orleaat*^  La, 

We  shall  open  tire  \\\)o\\  the  port  in  tlie  morning  if  the  gale  moderates. 

J.  H.  Strong. 


Report  of  Acting  ^faster  Z^rega^  TJ.  S.  Nary^  commanding  U.  S,  S» 
Antmui^  regard  in  (f  the  captvre  of  i<ch(/oner  Mary  Ann^  if  Sabine^ 
Novemher  '20,  ISO  J. 

U.  S.  S.  Antona, 
Off  Pans  Cavallo,  November '29,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  n»port  that  on  the  SOth  instant,  in  latitude 
26^  22',  longitude  97^,  I  captured  the  rebel  schooner  Mary  Ann,  of 
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Sabine,  from  Calcasieu  Pass  on  the  21st  instant,  loaded  with  27  bales 
of  cotton,  and  bound  for  Tampico.  Her  papers  consist  of  a  register 
from  the  so-called  Confederate  States  and  a  clearance  from  the  port  of 
Sabine,  and  on  board  of  her  was  found  a  rebel  flag.  As  she  was  leak- 
ing very  much,  I  did  not  deem  it  safe  to  send  her  in  charge  of  a  prize 
crew  to  New  Orleans,  so  I  took  her  in  tow.  To-day,  by  order  of 
Connnander  James  H.  Strong,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Mtmongnhela^  I  ordered 
a  survey  to  be  held  (a  copy  of  which  please  find  enclosed)  on  her;  the 
survey  having  pronounced  her  unseaworthy  and  recommended  that 
the  cotton  be  shipped  to  New  Orleans  ana  the  vessel  destroyed  or 
turned  over  to  the  Arm\',  I  am,  with  C^ommander  James  H.  Strong's 
sanction,  transferring  it  to  the  Bermuda  to  be  delivered  in  New 
Orleans  to  the  prize  commissioners.  I  have  sent  an  officer  up  with  it. 
No  other  vessel  in  sight. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Alfred  L.  B.  Zerega, 
Acthtg  MitHiei*^  Comviandlng  U.  S.  S.  Antoixa, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Stcretary  of  the  Navy^  WcushinK^Um^  IJ.  C\ 

Enclosed  please  find  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship  at  the 
time  of  the  capture. 


Repfrrt  of  Coimnodwe  BeU,,  U.  S.  Navy^  regardhuj  the  opening  of  a 
pimdezvouH  at  Neic  (hleans  irithout  satisfactory  remdtH. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Of  New  OrleafiS,  JV(/veffiber  ^7,  1863. 

Sir:  Since  the  abatement  of  the  yellow  fever  in  this  fleet,  a  rendez- 
vous has  been  opened  in  New  Orleans,  which  has  not  been  very  suc- 
cessful. Some  few  landsmen  and  contrabands  have  been  shipped,  but 
no  seamen  or  oniinary  seamen. 

The  high  bounty  paid  by  the  army  not  only  draws  off  the  vigorous 
men  found  in  the  city,  but  also  induces  frequent  desertions  from  the 
United  States  vessels  coming  in  here  for  indispensable  repairs  and  for 
recruiting  the  health  of  officers  and  crews. 

Every  vessel  on  the  station  has  a  large  list  of  men  whose  terms  of 
service  have  expired,  and  every  vessel  is  at  the  same  time  largely  short 
of  her  complement  of  crews.  Under  these  circumstances  1  have  been 
compelled  to  issue  nn  order  that  no  more  men  shall  be  discharged  on 
account  of  expinition  of  term  of  service  until  recruits  are  sent  out  to 
take  their  places. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Conuiiodore^  Conidg,  West  Gulf  JUockadhig  Sipiodron pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  (fthe  Navy^  Washington^  D.  C, 

[Endoraement.] 

No  discharge  caii  take  place  in  this  squadron  except  by  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  Navv,  and  thev  can  be  kept  over  their  time. 

[G.  V.  Fox.] 
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Report  of  Commodore  Bell^  U,  8,  Navy^  referring  to  cooperative  opera-^ 

tio7is  on  the  coast  of  Tencaa. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  OrUan^,  November  ^7,  1863. 

Sik:  I  had  the  honor  on  the  25th  instant  to  forward  to  the  Depart- 
ment the  report  of  Commander  Strong,  U.  S.  steam  sloop  M(monga- 
hela^  announcing  the  capture  of  a  battery  of  three  heavy  guns  at 
Aransas  Pass  on  the  I7tn  instant  by  the  Monomjaliela  and  a  body  of 
troops  under  Major-General  Banks. 

It  was  the  general's  intention  to  advance  against  the  battery  at  Pass 
Cavallo  (the  entrance  to  Matagorda  Ba})  on  tne  18th;  he  had  not  done 
so,  however,  up  to  the  22d  instant,  my  laist  advices  from  that  point. 

Refugees  from  Mobile  report  a  small  screw  steamer  carrying  a  tor- 
pedo of  150  pounds  of  powder  over  the  bow,  like  that  which  attacked 
the  Ironsides  in  Charleston  Harbor,  as  ready  to  come  out  from  Mobile 
Bay  to  assail  the  vessels  off  the  bar  or  inside  of  Mississippi  Sound. 

The  commanding  officers  have  been  apprised  of  these  reports  and 
vigilance  enjoined  upon  them. 

The  Circassian  left  here  on  the  26th  for  the  eastward.  The  Union^ 
supply  steamer,  will  leave  to-day.  The  Bermnda  is  on  the  coast  of 
Texas. 

Yellow  fever  cases  still  appear  on  board  of  the  EstreUn  l^'ing  at 
Quarantine. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Cammodore^  Ccnndg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington, 


Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Farra^xd^  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  complaints 
made  relative  to  property  captured  at  Bayou  Sara  and  Pointe 
Coupee,  ^ 

Hastings  on  the  Hudson,  Noremher  27^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknow^ledge  your  communication  of  the 
25th  instant,  together  with  the  enclosed  papers*  of  C.  Maurin,  in  rela- 
tion to  his  sugar  and  molasses  taken  at  Ba^'ou  Sara  and  Pointe  Couple 
by  the  vessels  under  nu'  command.  In  reply  1  have  to  state  that  sugar 
and  molasses  were  taken  at  those  points  and  used  by  the  officers  and 
crew%  but  1  have  no  recollection  of  any  claimant  for  anything  so  taken. 
It  was  all  understood  to  be  in  transitu  for  Port  Hudson,  and  no  one 
had  the  hardihood  to  say  anything  on  the  subject;  we  also  could  see 
the  enemy's  troops  on  the  hill  at  the  time.  We  destroyed  a  large 
quantity  of  corn  and  potatoes  at  the  same  time,  all  of  which  J  repoiied 
to  the  Department  officially.  On  such  occasions  we  appropriated  as 
much  as  we  could  accommodate  to  the  use  of  the  vessels  and  destroved 
the  remainder.  The  4  hogsheads  were  captured  in  a  lighter  inner 
attempt  to  cross  the  river  from  Pointe  Coup(?e  to  Bayou  Sara.  I  have 
therefore  to  report  [to]  the  honorable  Secretary  that  I  think  the  whole 
statement  a  fraud.  The  individual,  C.  Maurin,  may  have  become  a 
good  Union  man  since,  but  our  impressions  at  that  time  were,  there 
was  but  one  Union  familv  within  the  district  of  our  blockade.     The 


*  Kot  iiecesfcuiry  to  publish. 
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man  was  seized  by  the  rebels  and  confined  in  Port  Hudson  until  its 
surrender.     His  wife's  sister  was  our  best  friend,  giving  us  informa- 
tion of  all  that  paysed  on  shore. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  3^our  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear'Admii'al. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy. 


Order  of  Commodore  BelL    U.  S.  Navy^  to  Li^^ctennnt- Commander 
Pifrkins^  U.  S.  JVavy^  comm wading  U,  S.  S.  Sciota, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Neio  Orleans^  Hovemhcr  i^^,  186S. 

Sir:  You  will  procoj^l  to  Galveston  Bar  and  report  to  Captain  J.  P. 
Gillis,  conmianding  blockading  forces,  coast  of  Texas,  for  duty  on 
blockade  service. 

You  will  touch  at  Sabine  Pass  on  your  route. 
Respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Comdij,  Western  GvJf  BU>€kdg.  S<iuadron pro  tern. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  H.  Perkins, 

Commanding  U,  S,  Gunhoat  Sclota, 


Report  of  Captain  (tIUIh^    U,   S,  JVafrt/^  commanding  off  Galveston^ 
regarding  general  inatterf?i  pei*tatning  to  him  command. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Off'  GalveMon,  November  28,  1863. 

Sir:  Your.s  by  the  Aroostook  and  Bermuda  were  received.  The  coal 
brig  tiiDiiuel  Lind'iey,  stated  to  have  been  sent  on  the  26th  October, 
has  not  yet  arrived.  The  Aroostook  reports  having  captured  a  small 
prize  to  southward  and  having  her  in  tow,  cast  her  off  to  go  in  pursuit 
of  two  other  suspected  vessels,  which  were  lost  sight  of  in  the  night. 
The  prize  was  ordered  to  this  anchorage,  but  has  not  yet  made  ner 
appearance.  I  sent  the  Aroostook  out  twice  in  search  of  her  and  to 
proceed  as  far  as  Brazos  Kiver.  She  returned  without  success  and  has 
been  dispatched  to  relieve  the  Cayuga  off  Sabine. 

The  Bermuda  left  for  the  southern  vessels  of  this  division  on  the 
25th  instant,  and  was  directed  to  keep  a  good  lookout  for  blockade 
runners.     Tlie  same  afternoon  the  Annie  Lewis  reached  here  with  coal. 

Your  several  sealed  parcels  were  forwarded,  and  I  learn  from 
Lieutenant-Conunaiider  Henry  an  acting  ensign  was  sent  in  Bermuda 
with  orders  to  report  direct  to  him. 

I  look  for  the  return  of  supply  vessel  about  Monday,  30th  instant; 
also  some  of  the  vessels  from  that  quarter  for  coal. 

The  New  London  will  go  for  repairs  on  return  of  luitahdin. 

SOth  instant. — The  Virginia  arrived  this  morning  for  coal.  I  dis- 
patched the  Neio  London  to  take  her  place  to  southward  temporarily. 

The  Bermuda,  returned  here  this  ev^ening.  Her  commander,  Strong, 
informs  me  our  troops  are  in  posvsession  of  Pass  Cavallo.  The  enemy 
blew  up  their  fort  about  1  o'clock  last  night. 
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The  Granite  City  will  bo  here  in  a  day  or  two  for  coal.     The  Annie 
LiHrin  only  of  the  vessels  mentioned  has  arrived. 
Please  find  herewith  reports,  requisitions,  etc. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  NO.  P.  GiLLIS, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer^ 
Seco7id  Division  WtMem  Gulf  BUtchading  Sq^iodron. 

Commodore  H.  II.  Bell, 

Conidg,  Western  Gulf  BhKl\d<j,  Squadron^  Keto  Orleans, 

P.  S. — December  1,  1863. — Your  seveml  sealed  official  letters  to 
Conmumder  Strong,  Lieutenant-Commander  Henry,  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Roath,  Acting  Masters  Lamson,  Winchester,  and  Tibbits 
wiMc  received  by  U,  S.  S.  Pcnohscot^  arrived  this  forenoon. 


Repirrt  (f  Gniniiandtfr  Strong^  [I.   S.  Navy^  commandinq  U.    S.    S. 
Motumfjahehu  refjardimj  affairs  off*  Pass  Cavalh^  Tex, 

U.  S.  iSxEAM  Sloop  Monongahela, 
Of  Pas,s  Cavallo,  Coast  of  Teu^as,  Novtmhei^  29^  186S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  the  Bermvda  has  been 
here  since  yesterday  morning,  but  the  gale  has  prevented  communi- 
cation till  about  sunset  this  evening.  We  are  now  getting  our  stores 
by  dropping  a  l)oat  with  a  line. 

The  army  have  taken  the  rifle  pits  in  front  of  the  light-house  to-day. 
The  fort  has  thrown  some  few  shells,  but  no  harm  done  so  far. 

I  hope  the  gale  will  be  moderate  enough  for  me  to  go  in  and  shell 
the  re!)el  fort  and  camp  in  the  morning. 

I  have  sent  the  Vlrgniia  up  to  (ralveston  to-night  for  coal  (by  signal, 
it  l)eing  too  rough  to  conununicate).  The  Antona  has  a  small  prize 
(uns(»aworthy).  1  have  ordered  a  survey,  and  if  found  to  be  so,  the 
Bermuda  will  take  her  cotton  up  to  New  Orleans. 

The  Anfnna  1  shall  be  obliged  to  keep  to  the  southward.  The 
Gran  iff'  City  will  go  to  (ralveston  in  two  or  three  days. 

At  the  request  of  (loneral  Banks  1  have  sent  an  officer.  Acting  Ensign 
H.  W.  GrinnelK  and  10  men  to  man  two  howitzers  which  are  to  come 
up  from  Aransas  to-morrow. 

I  enclose  you  a  list  of  the  officers  on  board  of  this  ship. 

1  am,  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Stuoxg, 

Comma7ide7\ 
Conunodoi-e  II.  II.  Bell, 

C(t)Nrna)idifn/  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron^ 

IL  S,  Fhigship  PensavoUi^  jVctr  Orleans^  La, 

Rej>ort  if  Commander  Strmig^  V,  S»  Nary^  regording  the  occujHitton 

(f  Fort  Ksperanza^  Matagorda^  Island, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Mononcjahela, 
Off  Pa^s  Caralln,  TJ./'.,  yovi'tnhrr  30,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  re])els  abandoned  the 
fort  last  niglit,  tirst  setting  fire  to  it  to  blow  up  the  magazines.  Sev- 
eral were  exploded,  but  no  material  damage  done. 
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I  landed  early  this  morning.  The  general  wished  to  reconnoiter 
Matagorda  Bay,  as  he  proposes  to  move  on  at  once.  I  sent  the  Granite 
City  up  for  that  purpose. 

The  rebels  had  between  600  and  700  men  here,  and  very  strong  works 
(eight  guns  in  one  fort  and  one  in  the  other),  rifle  pits,  etc.  But  four 
prisoners  were  captured  and  one  dead  rebel  that  was  left  in  the  hurry 
for  our  troops  to  bury. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  3^our  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 

Commander. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Com  m  a  n  ding  Western  Gulf  blockading  Squadron , 

U,  S,  Flagshi])  Pensacola^  Nenc  (Means. 

P.  S. — Mv  oflScer  and  men  that  were  sent  to  Aransas  Pass  to  man 
the  boat  how^itzers  have  returned. 

J.  H.  o. 


Report  of  Conimander  Rolando^  TI.  S.  Navy.,  commanding   U.  S.  S. 
Seminole.,  regarding  affairs  at  Sabtne  Pom.,  Texas. 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 
Sahine  Pass.,  Noven^ber  30,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  disjmtch 
of  November  27. 

Everything  here  is  quiet,  and  inactivity  seems  to  be  the  order  of  the 
day  in  the  pass.  The  troops  have  been  removed,  1  think,  as  but  few 
tents  are  now  to  be  seen.  The  vessels  keep  inside;  some  at  their 
anchorage  and  others  moving  back  and  forth  from  the  light-house  and 
port. 

I  send  Acting  Ensign  M.  H.  Karlowski,  in  obedience  to  your  order, 
to  report  on  board  the  Fearnot;  also  the  account  of  Acting  Ensign  H. 
Crosby  to  the  P'niola. 

Accompanying  this  is  a  report  from  the  senior  engineer  of  this  ship 
as  regards  the  condition  of  the  boilers  of  the  Seminole.  I  assure  you 
it  is  both  disagreeable  and  painful  for  me  to  forward  any  report  of 
this  kind. 

Since  commanding  this  ship  there  has  been  but  a  sequence  of  weak- 
nesses, one  after  another,  discovered  in  the  engineer  department  of  the 
Seminole. 

After  leaving  New  York  I  discovered  that  her  pumps  were  not  in 
order,  engine  not  in  line,  and  everything  so  heating  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  keep  a  constant  flow  of  water  on  the  journals  to  keep  them 
cool.  On  my  arrival  in  July  in  New  Orleans  the  engines  were  so  out 
of  order  that  we  were  detained  there  nearlv  two  months  repairing; 
and  now  the  senior  engineer  reports  that  tne  water  bottoms  of  the 
boilers  are  so  defective  as  to  require  immediate  attention. 

I  forward  to  you  a  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Seminole.,  and  report 
that,  now  that  Lieutenant  Alfred  T.  Mahan,  Ensigns  G.  K.  Haswell, 
[and]  F.  A.  Cook  have  joined  the  Seminole,  and  Acting  Ensigns  M.  H. 
Karlowski  [and]  H.  Crosby  have  been  detached,  this  ship  has  her 
comph^ment  of  wardroom  officers  and  masters'  mates,  there  being  a 
deficiency  only  of  a  boatswain. 
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By  the  paymaster's  report  I  see  that  among  the  crew  of  this  ship 
there  is  a  deficiency  of  13,  respectively,  1  seaman,  6  ordinaiy  seamen, 
5  landsmen,  1  coal  heaver.     I  would  request  that  these  vacancies  may 
be  filled  as  soon  as  the  men  are  available. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Rolando, 
Commander^  U,  S,  Navy. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Conidg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg,  Squadron  pro  tern.  ^  Keiv  Orleans, 


Report  of  Commodoi'e  Thatch^\  U.  S.  jVavj/^  rer/arding  the  capture  hy 
ihe  U.  S,  6'.  Kanaxcha  of  the  schooner  Alhert^  or  Weno?ia^  off  MobUe 
Bar. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile  Bay,  November  30,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Albert, 
r)r  Wenoiui^  William  Henry  Belden,  master,  by  the  gunboat  Kanawha^ 
Lieutonant-Comniander  \V.  K.  Mayo. 

This  schooner  had  been  loaded  many  weeks,  awaiting  an  opportunity 
of  escaping  from  Mobile,  and  last  night  she  made  the  attempt  to  run 
out,  but  was  cjiptured  soon  after  passing  the  bar,  and  is  now  under 
orders  for  New  Orleans  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Levi  S.  Fickett, 
with  all  the  papers  and  documents  required  b}'^  law,  to  be  delivered  to 
the  U.  S.  district  judge  at  that  place. 

Lists  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  vessels  serving  on  this  blockade 
at  the  time  of  the  capture  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  received  from 
the  several  commandmg  officers. 

Th^  Albert  \\fii\  neither  log  book,  crew  list,  nor  custom-house  papers. 
The  supposed  owner,  Boyd,  was  a  passenger  on  board;  also  a  young 
man  as  passenger,  and  her  crew  is  composed  of  seven  men. 

Her  cargo  is  valuable,  and  consists  of  245  bales  of  cotton,  100  bar- 
rels rosin,  15  barrels  turpentine,  18  boxes  tobacco,  20  caddies  tobacco, 
and  1,000  staves.  On  the  persons  of  passengers  and  crew  were  founa 
papers  of  value,  also  money  and  implements.  The  aggregate  of  cur- 
rent nione\^  found  will  be  $5,573,  mostly  in  specie,  besiaes  a  large 
amount  in  railroad  bonds.  This  money  and  bonds  are  in  the  keeping 
of  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  L.  L.  Penniman,  of  the  Kanawha,  a 
receipt  for  which  is  herein  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

C'0in}nodoir, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretarn  (fthe  yary^  Wa.^hln(fton^  D.  C. 


Rejyort  of  Commodore  BelU  f"   S.  Navy^  a))})oi(nel)i(f  the  arrival  at 
Neic  Orleans  of  the  U,  S,  steamers  Penohnciit  and  Vhacura. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pknsacola, 

Off  Netr  Orleam,  Devemher  1,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  gunboat 
Penobscot,   Lieutenant-Commander  A.   E.   K.    Benham,  on  the  24th 
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November,  and  of  the  Chocura^  Lieutenant-Commander  B.  Gherardi, 
on  the  30th  November. 

The  former  was  sent  immediately  to  blockade  off  Gralveston,  and  the 
latter  will  go  to  Sabine  Bar  to  reinforce  that  blockade.  She  will  sail 
to-day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Coinmodore^  Comdg,  West  Gvlf  Blockading  Sqtuidronpro  teni. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seci'etary  of  the  Na/oy^  Washington, 


Statement  of  the  Confederate  naval  strength  in  Mobile  Bay, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  Nev)  Orleans^  December  ^,  1S6S, 

Sir:  The  following  is  believed  to  be  the  rebel  naval  strength  in 
Mobile  Bay: 

Ready  for  service. 

Side- wheel  Gaines^  110  men,  10  guns. 

Side-wheel  Morgan^  90  men,  10  guns. 

Side-wheel  Selma^  70  men,  4  guns. 

Ram  Baltic^  screw,  plated  2i  inches,  speed  5  knots,  80  men,  6  guns. 

Ram  Tuscaloosa^  screw,  2i-inch  plate,  speed  3  miles  per  hour,  40 
men,  4  guns. 

Ram  nxmtsville,,  screw,  2i-inch  plate,  speed  3i  miles  per  hour,  40 
men,  4  guns. 

Two  floating  batteries,  3  guns  each,  30  men,  plated  with  2i-inch  iron. 

The  Tennessee^  screw,  reported  ready,  has  10  ports,  mounts  4  guns 
(said  to  be  from  the  Keohik)^  5-inch  iron  plated,  strong  and  fast. 

The  JVas/fville^  side  wheel,  size  of  Tennessee,^  nearly  completed,  being 
iron  plated  h\  inches,  has  10  ports,  mounts  4  guns. 

At  Selma  there  is  a  large  vessel  building,  to  be  launched  in  January. 
There  are  three  large  rams  building  on  the  Tombigbee  River,  to  be 
launched  during  the  winter. 

Propeller  Gunnison  is  fitted  up  as  a  torpedo  boat,  carrying  150 
pounds  powder  over  her  bow,  w^itn  boiler  iron  over  her  upper  works. 

Another  propeller  had  been  fitted  up  as  a  torpedo  boat,  with  2  guns, 
but  was  set  on  fire,  and  upper  works  })urned  otfi  She  is  now  on  the 
ways  to  be  lengthened  30  feet,  which  will  be  done  with  dispatch,  for 
the  volunteer  navy,  and  ten  transport  steamers. 

The  Tennessee,  Nanhville,,  torpedoes,  and  rams  building  on  the  Tom- 
bigbee, compose  the  volunteer  navy  and  are  commanded  >)y  [unfinished]. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Broicm^  U.  S,  JVat^y^  censuring  him  for  furnishing  to  the  comynand- 
ing  o'ffiycer  of  foreign  vessel  a  copy  of  hlockading  instructions. 

Navy  Department,  December  ^,  1S6S, 

Sir:  In  a  communication  addressed  by  Captain  Maguire,  of  H.  B. 
M.  S.    Galatea^  to  (Jonmiodore  Bell,  he  states  that  you  were  good 
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enough  to  allow  him  to  copy  your  general  instructions  in  relation  to 
the  treatment  of  neutral  vessels  in  the  Mexican  waters  of  the  Rio 
Grande. 

The  Department  regrets  that  your  judgment  did  not  dictate  to  you 
the  impropnety  of  your  step.  Instructions  given  to  you  bv  liie 
Department  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the  sauadron  in  which  you 
are  serving  are  confidential  in  their  nature,  ana  should  not  be  com- 
municated to  officers  of  a  foreign  service  without  the  authority  of  the 
source  from  which  they  emanated. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Jfavy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Chas.  H.  Brown, 

Comdg,  U.  S.  S.  Virginia,  West  Gxilf  Blockading  Squadron, 


Report  of  Caimnodore  Bell,,  U,  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  need  of  light' 

draft  steamers. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensaoola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  December  «,  186S. 

Sir:  This  fleet  being  extremely  deficient  in  vessels  of  lighter  draft 
than  10  feet,  I  would  respectfully  recommend  the  prize  steamboat 
Alabama  and  appurtenances,  captured  September  12, 1863,  be  taken 
into  the  Navy  at  ner  appraised  value,  viz,  feo,(X)0. 

She  is  an  iron  boat,  about  800  tons  burden,  draws  6  feet  loaded,  is  4 

SBars  old,  in  good  condition,  and  was  built  to  run  between  Mobile  and 
ew  Orleans  as  a  passenger  boat.  Most  of  her  upper  works  were 
taken  off  to  fit  her  for  a  sea  steamer.  The  Estreua,  Commodore^ 
nollyhock\  and  Eugenie  are  the  only  steamers  in  the  squadron  drawing 
less  than  8  feet  when  loaded,  and  there  are  constant  demands  for  armra 
steamers  of  as  little  draft  as  3  feet. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commod(yre,  Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tent. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington, 


Letter  from  U.  S.  consxdar  officer  at  Havana  to  Coirvmodxyre  Bell,  U,  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  British  steamer  Cumherla,nd  and  other  vessels, 

U.  S.  Consulate-General, 

Havana,  December  S,  1863, 

Sir:  An  English  steamer  called  Cumberland  ^lttivqA  here  about  two 
and  a  half  months  ago  from  Madeira  with  a  full  cargo  of  munitions  of 
war  and  other  supplies  for  the  South.  Most  of  the  cargo  was  dis- 
charged here  and  transferred  to  other  vessels,  which  conveyed  the  same 
to  the  South.  It  was  reported  to  me  that  she  had  some  cannon  on 
board  concealed,  and  that  she  was  intended  for  a  rebel  privateer. 

She  is  an  iron  vessel  of  about  600  or  600  English  tons,  new,  fast, 
with  splendid  machinery,  two  smokestacks,  side-wheels,  draws  over 
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10  feet.     A  great  deal  of  money  has  been  expended  upon  her  in  this 
port;  the  machinery  and  wheels  were  strengthened. 

The  Cumberland  is  now  ready,  and  the  arrival  of  a  person  from  Nas- 
sau is  expected,  when  she  will  go  to  sea  under  the  command  of  one 
Daniel  Graham,  formerly  of  New  Orleans,  who  has  a  commission  from 
the  rebel  Government  as  a  Navy  officer,  and  the  authority  to  appoint 
his  subordinates  for  the  present  voyage.  This  commission  and 
authority  were  brought  him  from  Bichmond  a  few  da^^s  ago.     This 

Berson's  family  live  on  the  corner  of  Louise  and  Lev^e  streets,  New 
Orleans,  and  1  am  told  he  has  some  property  in  that  cit3\ 

One  George  McGregor  and  one  McClelian,  of  New  Orleans,  both 
here,  furnish  the  money.  Her  chief  engineer  will  be  a  man  named 
Armstrong.  Daniel  Golding,  Luke  Shaw,  David  Pennell,  and  one  or 
two  others  are  mentioned  as  officers  and  engineers.  David  Pennell, 
or  Pinnell,  was  one  of  the  men  that  took  the  Fox^  steamer,  and  carried 
her  into  Mobile.     Men  are  already  engaged  for  the  trip. 

I  have  been  advised  by  one  whom  the  Confederates  trusted  and 
asked  to  join  them  that  the  object  of  the  expedition  is  to  run  into 
Pensacola  and  cut  out  one  or  more  fine  steamers.  In  case  of  capture 
produce  the  naval  commission,  which  would  entitle  them  to  be  treated 
as  prisoners  of  war.  This  may  appear  incredible,  but  I  am  assured 
sucn  is  the  scheme.  I  can  not  obtain  evidence  to  produce  to  the 
authorities  here;  indeed,  I  do  not  believe  that  she  will  tit  out  as  a  pri- 
vateer in  this  port. 

The  steamers  Alice^  Austin^  Pmcerful^  Union^  Laura^  Mary  Anne, 
and  Little  Lila  are  in  port,  and  will,  soon  as  ready  to  leave,  run  the 
blockade.  The  last  four-named  arrived  with  cotton  a  few  da3^8  since, 
as  thev  reported,  from  St.  Marks,  Fla.,  probably  the  Suwanee  Kiver. 
The  Alice  and  Austin  are  valuable  ships. 

It  would  be  well,  perhaps,  to  keep  extra  good  watch  at  Pensacola 
and  Mobile. 

1  beg  to  recommend  my  account  sent  with  letter  of  5th  ultimo,  $233, 
for  supplies  to  an  officer  and  several  men  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Princess 
Royal, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Savage, 
Acting  Consul- Oeneral. 

CoMDG.  Officer  of  the  U.  S.  Western  Giilf  Squadron, 

At  New  Orleans^  La, 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Com/mander  Allen ^  U.  S.  Navy^  comnianding 
u.  aS.  S»  New  London,,  reijarding  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Raton 
del  Nilo^  off  Padre  Lskmd^  Texas, 

U.  S.  S.  New  London, 
Off  Matagordxi,,  December  8^  1863, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  on  the  morn- 
ing of  December  3,  1863,  in  latitude  by  observation  26^  36'  N.  and  10 
miles  east  of  Padre  Island,  Texas,  1  captured  the  schooner  Raton  del 
Nilo,,  flyinff  Mexican  colors;  the  schooner  had  neither  log  book  nor 
papers.  1  ne  person  who  appeared  to  have  charge  of  the  vessel  said 
that  the  captam  was  on  shore  at  Matamoras.  T^t  on  Sunday  night, 
while  at  anchor  at  the  Rio  Grande,  the  cable  parted  in  a  norther  and 


708  WEST   GULF   BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 

he  had  been  driven  to  his  present  position  by  the  wind,  and  had  not 
had  a  fair  wind  to  get  back. 

I  put  a  prize  crew  on  board  and  sent  the  vessel  to  New  Orleans  for 
adjudication.  No  national  vessel  was  in  sight  at  the  time  of  capture. 
The  Baton  del  NUo  has  on  board  coffee,  sugar,  codfish,  wine,  per- 
cussion caps,  etc.  I  enclose  an  abstract  of  the  log  of  theiv<9M7  London^ 
showing  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  a  vessel  to  drift  to  the  north- 
ward at  the  time  stated.  I  also  enclose  a  list  of  persons  taken  on 
board  this  vessel  entitled  to  prize  money. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  N.  Allen, 
Lieutenant'  Commander^  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretai'y  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Report  of  Covunodore  Bdl^  U.  S.  Navy^  referring  to  operations  on  the 

cooAst  of  Texas, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orhmis,  December  i^  1863. 

Sir:  Having  been  much  pressed  for  vessels  on  blockade,  I  had  the 
gunboat  Sciota^  which  had  been  run  into  and  sunk  in  the  river,  repaired. 
She  presents  no  perceptible  change  in  her  lines,  and  is  again  on  block- 
ade off  Galveston,  in  command  of  Lieutenant-Commander  G.  H.  Perkins. 
By  the  last  advices  from  the  coast  of  Texas,  the  troops  had  not 
advanced  upon  the  batteries  at  Saluria,  Matagorda  Inlet,  or  Pass 
Cavallo. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Conidg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Sfjvadron  pro  teni. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washiyigton, 


Beport  of  Commodore  Bell^  U.  S,  Nai^y^  regarding  the  impnwed  sani- 
tary condition  of  United  States  vessels  in  the  river. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Off  New  Orleans^  La.^  Dectnnher  J^,,  1863. 

Sir:  I  am  happ}'  to  state  that  fever  has  entirely  disappeared  from 
the  vessels  in  the  river,  ice  having  formed  here  five-eighths  of  an  incli 
thick.  The  Arizona  has  suffered  from  it  off  Sabine,  but  was  fro(» 
from  it  by  last  advices,  and  the  fleet  may  be  considered  in  good  health 
again. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  II.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Co)ndg.  West  G^df  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tent, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  I^avy^  Washington. 
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Order  of  Commodore  BeU^  U,  S.  Navy^  to  Commander  Rolando^  U,  S* 
Navy^  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seminole^  regarding  affairs  at  Sabine 
Pass. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans^  December  ^,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  directed  Captain  Gillis  to  keep  three  gunboats  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Seminole  on  blockade  off  the  Sabine.  This  force  will  be 
sufficient  for  any  emergency  outside  of  the  bar,  and  will  enable  you 
to  send  a  vessel  frequently  as  far  as  Vermilion  Bav,  where  1  have 
heard  of  some  blockade  runners  being.  I  regret  I  have  not  a  vessel 
of  sufficiently  light  draft  to  attempt  those  waters. 

Acting  Ensign  H.  Crosby  has  been  ordered  to  the  Pinola. 
The  Clwciira^  Lieutenant-Commander  B.  Gherardi,  was  sent  to  you 
on  the  2d  instant,  with  directions  for  you  to  send  the  Arizorm  to  New 
Orleans. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
dntimodore^  Comdg.  Western  Gvlf  Blochdg,  Squadron ;pro  tern,. 

Commander  Henry  Rolando, 

Commanding  U,  S.  S»  Seminole^  off  Sahine  Pass. 


Order  of  Commodare  Jiell^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Cate^  U.  S,  Navy^  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Arkansas^  to  proceed  with 
stoi'es  to  United  States  vessels  on  the  Texas  coast. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off' New  Orleans^  December  j,  1863. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  you  are  ready,  proceed  in  the  Arkansas  to  Gralveston 
Bar,  with  the  supplies  from  the  navy  store  for  the  vessels  on  the  coast 
of  Texas,  and  report  j-our  arrival  there  to  Captain  J.  P.  Gillis,  U.  S. 
steam  sloop  Oir^iilpce. 

Touch  off  Sabine  Bar  going  and  returning.  Having  delivered  the 
stores  for  the  vessels  off  Galveston,  proceed  down  the  coast  and  deliver 
the  remainder,  then  return  to  this  port,  touching  at  all  the  stations. 
It  is  believed  that  there  are  several  small  craft  engaged  on  the  coast  of 
Louisiana  in  running  the  blockade.  Look  out  for  them. 
1  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
CommodonuCoindg.  WeMem  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron pi*otetn. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  David  Cate, 

Commanding  U.  S,  S.  Arkansas. 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell^  U,  S.  Navy^  to  Captain  GiMis^  U.  S.  Navy.^ 
regarding  the  need  of  discreet  officers  for  duty  off  the  Rio  Grande. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Off  Neic  Orleans^  La.^  December  5,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  please  bear  in  mind  that  the  strongest  naval  force  of 
the  enemy  on  the  coast  of  Texas  is  in  Sabine  River,  and  the  consequent 
necessity  for  keeping  a  strong  force  there,  say  one  vessel  the  strength 
of  the  Semlnoh  and  three  smaller  ones. 
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I  sent  the  Olufcura^  Lieutenant-Couimander  Bancroft  Ghcrardi,  to 
Siibine  Pass  on  the  2d  to  blockade  there,  and  to  have  the  Arizofia  sent 
to  New  Orleans.     You  will  please  send  the  New  London  here  also. 

I  wish  you  would  in  future  send  j'our  most  discreet  officers  to  the 
kio  Grande  when  a  vessel  is  to  be  sent  there. 

Several  prizes  have  been  sent  from  that  anchorage,  seized  on  doubt- 
ful (!ompass  bearings,  and  there  has  been  not  a  single  instance  of  one 
of  them  having  obtained  the  deviation  of  compass  by  observations 
that  L  have  heard  of.  The  loc^ul  deviation  of  their  compasses  appears 
no*^,  to  be  considered.    This  requires  inmiediate  attention. 

Officers  should  know  that  they  are  not  justified  in  seizing  anioss}  they 
can  give  the  judge  proof  of  good  grounds  for  their  proceeding,  and 
if  they  neglect  the  ' 'local  clcviation"  of  their  compasses,  they  are 
culpable  of  a  grave  neglect. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Commandhig  Western  G id f  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captain  John  P.  Gillis, 

Conwianding  Blochtdlng  Forces^  Coast  of  Texas. 


HejHrrt  of  Captain  Gillis^  TL  JS.  Navy^  regarding  general  matters  per- 
taining to  the  Teucas  hlockade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipee, 

Off  Galveston,  December  5,  18G3. 

Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  Noveml)er  27  by  the  Peiwbscot^ 
which  arrived  1st  instant.  When  we  were  off  Mobile  repoiia  were 
frequent  in  relation  to  infernal  machines,  torpedoes,  etc.,  time 
appointed  for  coming  out,  but  they  did  not  make  their  appearance. 
Y  igilance  is  and  will  be  observed  here. 

A  letter  from  Commander  Rolando,  dated  4th  instant,  says  the  sick- 
ness on  !)oard  the  Arizona  has  decreased  since  cool  weather  and  all 
quiet  at  the  Pass. 

The  Sciota  has  arrived  here.  The  Ai'Oifstook  and  Chocura  are  off 
Sabine.  1  have  informed  you  of  the  wants  there,  and  regretted  I  had 
not  vessels  to  increase  the  force  at  that  point. 

7 tit  Di'Vvinher, — By  the  Arharmis  this  forenoon  I  received  yours 
of  the  5th  December,  and  have  notified  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Brown  and  others  in  relation  to  variation  and  local  deviation  of  com- 
pass, and  directed  a  statement  to  be  made  which  may  be  sent  to  court 
of  adjudication  in  the  cases  mentioned  in  your  letter. 

The  Otnasco  has  been  dispatched  to  the  southward  as  far  as  the  Rio 
(irande,  the  Arkansas  to  Pass  Cavallo,  and  the  Virginia  to  Pass  Sabine. 

The  Seiota  is  undergoing  some  repair  of  machinery  and  the  Anto7ia 
taking  in  coal  for  herself  and  Granite  City^  the  only  vessel  which 
.can  cross  the  Imr  at  Pass  Cavallo. 

The  Neil)  London  is  daily  expected  from  the  southward,  when  she 
will  be  sent  to  New  Orleans. 

I  send  two  officers  and  one  fireman  recommended  by  mediail  survey 
to  be  transferred  to  naval  hospital  at  New  Orleans. 

The  Tr.  G,  Anderson  and  Kittatinny  are  cruising  to  southward. 
The  three-masted  schooner  Burroughs  is  here  with  coal. 
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8th  Deceinher, — ^The  Monongahda  arrived  this  forenoon  for  coal. 
The  Bohio  sailed  last  evening  for  New  Orleans. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  NO.    P.  GiLLIS, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer^  Second  Division 

Western  &vlf  Blockading  Sipiadron. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg,  Western  Qvlf  Blochdg.  Squadron^  New  Orleans, 


Letter  from  Commodore  Bdl^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Commodore  Thatcher^ 
U.  S.  Navy^  giving  information  regaraing  Mobile  and  vicinity. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

New  Orleans^  December  5,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  conmiunicate  the  following  information  concerning 
Mobile  and  vicinity: 

A  new  profiler  (name  unknown)  was  launched  between  two  and 
three  weeks  since  to  run  out  with  a  load  of  cotton.  She  was  to  be 
rapidly  finished  and  laden;  cost,  $110,000.  Jim  Robinson  had  engaged 
to  take  her  out  through  Pelican  Pass.  He  is  said  to  be  the  only  pilot 
there  who  knows  that  pass  well.  It  would  be  a  good  thing  to  capture 
him  if  it  is  so. 

There  is  also  information  that  the  rebels  are  strengthening  the  fort 
on  Grant's  Island,  but  that  they  have  only  140  men  to  garrison  it  and 
that  the  fort  could  be  easily  captured  by  launches  at  any  time  on  a 
dark  night;  that  the  soldiers  have  their  quarters  on  the  inside  of  the 
island  in  a  building  over  the  water,  and  that  there  are  no  defenses  on 
that  side. 

1  am  also  informed  that  there  were  two  schooners  laden  with  600 
bales  of  cotton  in  Pascagoula  River,  about  2  miles  up,  awaiting  chance 
to  get  out.     This  was  about  ten  (kys  since. 
Respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Comdg.  Western  GulfBlocJcdg.  Sqtiadronpro  tem. 

Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  Blockading  Forces  off  Mobile. 


Order  of  Commodore  Thatcher.,  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Captain  Jenkins.,  U.  S. 
Nav^y^  in  vieiv  of  the  impaired  condition  of  the  vessels  of  the  blockade. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado,  December  7,  186S. 

Captain:  1  regret  to  learn  by  your  letter  of  yesterday  that  your 
supply  of  coal  is  so  nearly  exhausted,  especially  as  our  blockaae  is 
now  so  reduced  in  numbers.  Yesterday  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
Albatross  (the  fast  steamer  of  the  fleet)  had  lost  the  use  of  her  patent 
rudder  and  iron  sternpost,  so  that  it  was  necessary  to  send  her  direct 
to  New  Orleans.  The  Kanawha  was  nearly  in  sinking  condition,  and 
has  gone  for  repairs.  The  Oneida  was  nearly  as  badly  off  and  was 
obliged  to  go,  and  all  just  as  the  moon  is  waning  to  its  last  ^asp.  Pray 
holaon,  if  possible,  till  we  get  the  next  moon  or  receive  remforcement 
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from  the  river,  or  the  blockade  will  be  reduced  to  three  g^unboats, 
for  the  Gertrude  has  no  steam  power  or  battery. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly, 

H.  K.  Thatohkr, 

Co7nt?iander. 
Captain  ThoRNtON  A.  Jenkins, 

doiniuandhuj  U.  S,  S.  Hwhmon^^  off  Mohil-e  Bay, 

P.  S. — A  blockade  runner  is  now  at  anchor  outside  the  forts  await- 
ing her  chance. 

Report  of  Commodore  Thatcher^  ('.  X  Nat*f/^  acknowledging  informa- 
tion  rrgardlng  two  Hchooners  in  Pascngoida  River. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Coloraix), 

OffMolnle  Bay,  December  6\  1863. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  relative  to  exchangini^  the  men 
in  this  division  whose  terms  of  service  have  expired  or  wiuexpire  on 
or  before  the  1st  of  January,  1S04,  is  received,  and  circulars  will  be 
sent  to  all  the  (»ommanders  now  here  or  in  the  sound  by  the  earlietitt 
opportunity,  in  order  that  this  arrangment  may  be  carri^  into  effect 
as  early  as  possible.  I  enclose  herewith  the  number  of  petty  officers 
of  the  different  ratings,  the  number  of  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  lands- 
men, boys,  contni bands,  firemen,  and  coal  heavers  on  board  the 
Colorado  whose  terms  of  service  have  already  expired  or  will  expire 
after  81st  January,  1804,  in  obedience  to  order  of  1st  instant. 

When  the  hi/getite  was  ordered  to  New  Orleans  to  report  to  you 
for  repairs,  her  ofiicers  and  crew  were  transferred  to  the  flagship 
l\'n^a<:ola  and  previous  to  receipt  of  your  order  to  transfer  them  to  the 
Portsmouth,  There  were  two  men  sent  to  Ncav  Orleans  in  the  Eugenie 
at  their  own  request,  whose  terms  of  service  had  expired  or  were  about 
to  expire,  one  of  them  desiring  to  reship;  the  remainder  of  her  crew 
had  some  time  to  serve. 

I  have  also  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  6th  instant 
in  relation  to  the  two  schooners  reported  as  laden  with  cotton  in 
Pascagoula  Kiver,  tlie  defens(»s  at  (irrant's  l*ass,  and  the  new  steamer 
said  to  have  l)een  built  at  Mobile  to  load  with  cotton,  all  of  which 
shall  meet  w  ith  attention. 

The  prisoners  captured  in  the  Wenona  know^  nothing  of  this  new 
steamer,  yet  we  shall  look  out  for  her. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectful!}',  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  K.  Thatcher, 

CoiDmodore. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Com  man  ding  Went  em  GulfBlochdg,  Squad  roiu  Xexo  Orleans. 

P.  S. — The  coal  heavers,  being  all  contrabands,  are  rated  as  landsmen. 


fh^lrr  of  Connnodore  Bell^  U.  IS.  Xaey^  to  Lieutenant- Com.marider 
Bigehm\  U.  /S'.  Xary,  tofurninh  information  regarding  the  defenses 
at  Granf^s  Pass, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacoi^, 

Off  Ni-io  OrleaiiH,  Decemhrr  0,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  information  by  persons,  refuge(\s,  that  the  enemy  are 
increasing  the  defenses  at  Grant's  Pass,  and  have  been  so  engaged 
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ever  since  the  last  bombardmeDt.  1  desire  to  know  the  nature  and 
the  extent  of  the  improvements,  and  all  the  information  that  you  have 
in  relation  to  the  works  there,  the  bearing  of  the  guns,  the  means  of 
access  to  the  island  on  the  bay  side,  how  near  launches  may  approach, 
and  also  the  piticticability  or  Passarone  [Pass  aux  Herons]  for  boat»; 
also  the  strength  of  naval  force  lying  there. 

You  will  please  reply  by  the  returning  Coryphens, 
I  am,  respectfully, 

11.  H.  Bell, 

Cmnnxodore. 
Lieutenant-Commander  George  A.  Bigelow, 

IJ,  S.  S.  Cal/umn, 


Repm't  of  Cmmaander  Rolando^  U,  /S.  Nm^j,^  refer^^ing  to  expeditions 
hij  blockading  vessels  to  the  vicinity  of  Mermentau  Pass, 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 
Sabine  Pass^  December  P,  1863. 

Sir:  I  received  your  communication  of  December  4.  The  Chocura^ 
Aroostool\  and  Virginia^  with  this  ship,  compose  the  blockading  force 
now  at  Sabine  Pass. 

During  the  past  month  the  Arizona  made  trips  to  the  eastward  as 
far  as  Vermilion  Bay,  Mermentau,  and  Calcasieu  on  the  18th  and  21st; 
also  on  the  3d  of  December.  On  the  6th  instant  the  Aroostook  cruised 
as  far  as  Mermentau  and  brought  to  Sabine  Pass  Antoine  Antonio,  a 
refugee  from  thence,  who  reports  two  vessels  there,  40  miles  up  the 
lake,  one  large  enough  to  carry  away  200  bales  of  cotton,  with  which 
she  is  loading,  and  that  she  would  be  ready  to  leave  in  a  few  days. 
1  send  him  up  with  the  boat  in  which  he  was  taken  to  New  Orleans, 
with  orders  to  the  commanding  oflScer  of  the  Arkansas  to  deliver  him 
on  board  the  Pensacola. 

I  would  inform  you  that  there  is  not  now  coal  enough  in  the  coal 
vessel  here  for  the  demands  of  the  vessels,  and  would  request  another 
supply  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible. 

At  the  request  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Charles  H.  Brown, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Virginiu^  I  forward  a  copy  of  a  complimentary 
letter  from  Major-General  Dana  in  reference  to  Acting  Ma8ter\s  Mate 
James  H.  Rogers,  who  requests  that  the  letter  will  be  forwarded  to 
the  Secretary  of  tne  Navy,  with  the  report  of  his  examination. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Rolando, 
Commander^  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Coindg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdg,  Squadron  pro  tem^ 

New  Orleans,,  La. 

• 

Capture  of  the  Confederate  schooner  Marshal  J.   Smithy  off  Mobile., 

December  9,  1863. 

Report  of  Commodore  Thatcher,  U.  8.  Navy,  tranamitting  report  of  Lieatenant-Commander 

McCann,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Kennebec. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 
Off  Mobile  Bay,  December  10,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  Confederate 
schooner  Marshal  J.  Smith  last  night  by  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Jien7iehec. 
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Lieutenant-Commander    McCann,   of    this    division  of    West    Gulf 
Blockade. 

This  schooner  was  attempting  to  run  out,  bound  to  Havana;  her 
carffo  consists  chiefly  of  cotton,  but  as  her  papers  were  all  destrojed 
by  ner  supercargo  previous  to  capture,  the  amount  of  cargo  can  not 
be  ascertained  until  she  is  discharged.  She  is  apparently  about  200 
tons  measurement,  and  will  be  sent  at  once  to  New  Orleans,  with  Act- 
ing Master  Baker  in  charge,  to  be  delivered  to  the  proper  authorities, 
with  all  the  papers  and  writings  found  on  board.  A  considerable  sum 
of  money  found  on  board  will  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  acting*  assist- 
ant paymaster  of  the  Kennebec^  subject  to  the  order  of  the  district  judge 
at  >iew  Orleans. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  detailed  account 
of  capture,  by  Lieutenant-Commander  William  P.  McCann. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectf ull\%  your  obedient  servant, 

Henot  K.  Thatcher, 
Canimodore^  ComTnmiding  Dwisiwi  off  Mtiinle  Bay, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kennebec, 
Off  Mobile  Bar,  December  10,  1863. 

Siu:  I  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  capture 
of  the  rebel  schooner  MarsJud  J,  Smith,  made  on  the  night  of  the  9tli 
instant  b}*^  this  vessel: 

At  11  p.  m.,  when  in  9  fathoms  of  water  and  18  miles  east  of  Mobile 
Point,  we  saw  a  suspicious  sail  standing  to  the  S.  and  E.  and  at  once 
gave  qhase.  The  schooner,  discovering  us,  changed  her  course  and" 
hauled  more  off  the  land.  A  shell  was  then  fired  near  her,  but  she  did 
not  answer  our  signal  lights  or  heave  to  until  we  had  closed  to  within 
a  few  hundred  yards,  when  she  was  boarded.  She  proved  to  be,  by 
the  statements  of  Captain  Parker  and  Mr.  J.  F.  Smith,  the  schooner 
MarnJud  J,  Smith,  Captain  Herman  Parker,  from  Mobile  Bay,  having 
run  out  the  Swash  Channel  after  dark,  and  bound  to  Havana,  Cuba; 
cargo,  260  bales  cotton  and  3  packages  of  turpentine.  The  manifest  and 
other  papers  had  been  thrown  overboard  previous  to  our  taking  pos- 
session. I  placed  an  officer  in  charge  of  the  JA  J,  Smith  and  trans- 
ferred as  prisoners  the  persons  whose  names  are  herewith  enclosed.  I 
have  preserved  whatever  papers  or  writings  were  found  on  l>oard  for 
transmission  to  the  judge  of  the  district  to  which  the  vessel  may  be 
ordered.  There  was  no  other  vessel  in  sight  or  signal  distance  at  the 
time  of  this  capture.  I  herewith  enclose  a  complete  list  of  the  officers 
and  men  of  this  vessel  entitled  to  share  in  the  prize  money  that  may 
result  fron)  the  capture  of  this  vessel. 
Very  respectfulh', 

W.  P.  McCann, 
Lien  ten  a  n  t-  (.  hm  man  der. 

Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  persons  captured  with  the  M,  J,  Smith: 
Herman  Parker  (master),  H.  F.  Ericsson  (inati^),  J.  F.  Smith  (super- 
cargo), Charles  Hansell  (seaman),  Charles  Williams  (seaman),  John 
Bontof  (carpenter),  Thomas  L.  Nelson  (seaman),  A.  G.  Olsson  (seaman).^ 
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Alport  of  Commodore  Tliatoher,  U.  8.  Vavy,  regarding  the  diapoaition  of  the  priae. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 
Of  Mobile  Bay,  DeceirJber  10,  1863. 

Sir:  1  send  to  New  Orleans  for  adjudication  the  Confederate  schooner 
Marshal  J.  Smith,  captured  off  this  bay  last  night  whilst  attempting  to 
run  out  en  route  for  Havana.  Her  supercargo  (now  a  prisoner  of  war) 
destroyed  her  custom-house  papers  before  capture,  so  that  the  exact 
account  of  car^o  can  not  be  given  until  she  is  discharged,  though  the 
principal  part  is  cotton.  She  was  taken  by  the  Kenn^ec,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  W.  P.  McCann.  A  list  of  persons  captured  in  this  ves- 
sel is  herewith  enclosed,  as  also  a  detailed  account  of  the  circumstances 
of  her  capture.  Acting  Master  Baker  will  take  her  to  New  Orleans 
as  prize  master,  with  a  crew  of  four  men  belonging  to  Kenn^ec,  and 
all  the  papers  and  writings  found  on  board  are  duly  transmitted  under 
seal  to  the  district  judge  of  Louisiana,  as  well  as  detailed  account  sent 
to  the  Department.  Mr.  Baker  is  ordered  to  report  to  you  and  trans- 
fer the  master  and  supercargo  as  primary  to  your  orders. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  serv^ant, 

Henry  K.  Thatcher, 

Corainodore. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg,  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron,  New  Orleans, 

P.  S. — ^The  specie  captured  will  remain  in  the  hands  of  paymaster  of 
the  Kennebec,  receipt  for  which  will  be  furnished  the  district  judge; 
and  all  the  prisoners  except  the  supercargo  and  master  will  be  retained 
on  board  this  ship  until  I  can  send  them  North,  unless  otherwise 
instructed.  They  are  too  numerous  and  too  desperate  a  set  of  fellows 
to  trust  in  the  prize,  or  I  should  send  them  to  New  Orleans. 

H.  K.  T. 

Commodore  Bell,  etc. 

Oi*der  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nai>y  to  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  U,  S. 

JVavy,  to  return  to  New  York, 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  Decenihei*  10,  1863. 

Sir:  Having  completed  the  duty  for  which  you  were  ordered  to 
Washington,  you  will  return  to  your  duties  at  New  York. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretai*y  of  the  Navy, 

Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Washij^gton. 


Report  of  Captain  Marchand,  U,   S,  Navy,  regarding  a  mutiny  at 

Fort  Jacl'son. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Lackawanna, 

New  Orleans,  December  11,  1863, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  of 
the  10th  instant,  I  took  passage  in  the  IT.  S.  S.  Arizona  for  forts  St. 
Philip  and  Jackson,  to  aid  if  necessary,  in  suppressing  a  re  volt  amongst 
the  soldiers  at  the  latter  fort.  The  same  day  at  10  o'clock,  on  reach- 
ing the  Quarantine  Station,  I  was  shown  a  telegraphic  dispatch  from 
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.  HUOUI 


Colonel  C  \V,  Drew,  coinmandiDg  Fort  Jackson,  to  the  health  officer, 
stating  that  quietness  was  restored,  that  should  gunboats  or  troop? 
come  from  New  Orleans,  they  should  not  come  below-  the  Quarantine 
I  Station,  and  that  he  could  preserve  order,  provided  neither  gunboats 

I  nor  troops  would  come  to  the  fort,  in  conseiiuenceof  which  the  A^rizmm 

I  was  anchored  at  the  Quarantine  Station  and  1  repaired  to  the  telegraph 

I  office,  where  a  number  of  whites — men,  women,  and  children — who 

had  taken  refuge  in  the  woods  from  supposed  danger  from  the  disaf- 
fected troops  m  Fort  Jackson,  had  collected,  ana  where  also  I  met 
white  officers  and  colored  soldiers  from  that  fort.  From  them  1 
learned  that  the  immediate  mutinous  conduct  of  the  colored  troops  in 
Fort  Jackson  arose  from  punishments  inflicted  the  previous  evening 
upon  two  colored  soldiers  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Benedict,  then  in 
command.  Immediately  after  the  punishment  a  portion  of  the  colored 
soldiers,  numl>erine;  from  80  to  15U,  assembled  on  the  parade  ground 
with  muskets  and  commenced  firing,  using  threatening  language 
against  Lieutenant-Colonel  Benedict. 

A  portion  of  the  disaffected  soldiers  left  the  fort,  some  of  whom 
formed  picket  guards  about  the  fort  and  at  the  landing  on  the  river, 
where  the  army  tmnsport  steamer  SuH^olk  was  lying.  From  the  latter 
place  a  number  of  muskets  were  fired. 

The  Suffolk  was  cut  loose  from  the  wharf  by  her  commander  and 
she  stood  up  the  river  to  the  Quarantine  Station,  from  where,  at  about 
11  o'clock  p.  m. .  a  telegraphic  communication  was  sent  to  New  Orlei 
in  relation  to  the  revolt. 

By  the  personal  exertions  of  Colonel  Drew,  commanding  the  \  _ 
aided  by  the  o9icei"s  of  the  regiment,  order  was  restored  abouP^^ 
o'clock  the  same  night,  two  hours  after  the  disaffected  took  theirarms. 
The  muskets  when  discharged  by  the  soldiers  did  not  seem  to  be 
aimed  at  any  particular  place,  as  the  quarters  of  nearly  all  the  oflicers 
and  the  worksliop  near  tne  landing  showed  marks  of  tne  balls. 

After  obtaining  the  foregoing  mfornmtion,  and  having  been  about 
two  hours  at  the  Quarantine  Station,  I  sent  a  telegraphic  communica- 
tion to  Colonel  Drew  stating  that  a  gunlwat  had  arrived  and  desired 
to  know  if  it  would  bo  proper  that  she  should  go  to  the  fort,  to  which 
no  reply  was  receiveti,  and  1  remained  with  the  Arizona  at  the 
Quarantine  Station. 

About  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  two  regiments  of 
soldiers  arrived  from  New  Orleans,  and  1  communicated  with  their 
commanding  officer,  who  soon  after  went  alone  by  land  to  the  fort, 
and  on  his  return  announced  his  intention  to  keep  the  two  regimentJi 
at  the  Quarantine  Station  until  further  instructions  were  received  from 
headquartei's  at  New  Orleans. 

At  10  o'clock  p.  m.  of  the  same  day,  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Kanawha 
arrived  at  that  place,  and,  agreeably  toj-our  orders,  I  left  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Mayo  in  charge  of  the  Knnawhtb  and  Arismia  and  1' ' 
I  evening  returne(i  to  New  Orleans. 

I  Herewith  I  send  copies  of   telegrams  sent  to  General   Banks  i 

^^^^  Colonel  Drew. 
^^^^L  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^^^H  J.   H.   MARrllAXD, 

^^^^^  C'a/itam.A 

^^^^L  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

^^^^B  ContTnandim/  Wintern  Gulf  BUwhtding  Sqiunlnm 
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Report  of  Major-  G&neral  Banks^  U.  S.  Army^  regarding  the  mutiny  at 

Fort  Jackson, 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Gulf, 

Hew  Orleans^  December  11^  1863. 

General:  An  unpleasant  affair  occurred  at  Fort  Jackson  on  the 
evening  of  the  9th  instant.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Benedict,  of  the  Fourth 
Regiment,  Corps  d'Afrique,  having  some  difficulty  with  the  troops 
there,  struck  and  punished  two  soldiers  with  a  whip. 

This  produced  great  excitement  among  the  troops,  who  assembled 

on  the  parade  grounds  in  most  violent  excitement  and  threatened  the 

officers  of  the  regiment. 

«  *  *  *  *  *  * 

The  captain  of  the  steamer  Suffolk^  lying  near  Fort  Jackson,  became 
greatly  alarmed  at  the  demonstrations  made  and  moved  up  to  the 
Quarantine  Station,  sending  from  there  exciting  telegraphic  dispatches 
to  these  headquarters. 

It  was  difficult  to  get  precise  knowledge  of  affairs  during  the  night, 
but,  with  a  view  of  being  on  the  safe  side,  Commodore  [Henry  H.]  Bell 
was  requested  to  send  one  or  two  gunboats  immediately  to  Fort  Jackson. 
A  regiment  of  troops  was  mov^  down  during  the  evening  and  a  bat- 
tery of  artillery  in  the  morning.  They  proceeded  no  farther  than 
Quarantine  Station.  Commodore  Bell  himself  moved  down  the  river 
with  the  Pensacola, 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Major- General  Commanding. 
Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General  iri  Chiefs  U.  S.  Army. 


Order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bell^  U.  S.  Navy^ 
regarding  the  detention  of  men  whose  terms  of  e7ilistment  have 
expired. 

Navy  Department,  December  11^  1863. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  deficiency  of  sea- 
men in  the  West  Gulf  Squadron,  has  been  received. 

You  are  authorized  by  law  to  retain  men  whose  terms  of  enlistment 
are  out  whenever  their  services  may  be  required,  and  you  will  issue 
no  diiucharges  except  by  order  of  the  Department. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  West  Gxdf  Squadron  pro  tem.^  New  Orleans^  La. 


Report  of  Fleet  Engineer  Shocks  U.  8.  Navy^  regarding  tJie  pressing 

need  of  certain  supplies  for  his  department. 

Flagship  Pensacola, 
Off  New  Orleans,  December  11,  1863. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  that  on  the  10th  of  July  and  the  2d  of 
September  requisitions  were  made  out,  approved,  and  sent  to  the  Navy 
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Department  for  boiler-plate  iron,  bar  iron,  boiler  rivets,  boiler-maker 
ana  blacksmith  tools,  etc.,  for  the  use  of  the  squadron  at  Ship  Island, 
Pcnsacola,  and  at  thin  point. 

letters  bearing  date  July  20  and  Septemljer  14,  respectively,  have 
been  received,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  above  requisitions, 
advising  that  orders  had  been  issued  to  furnish  the  articles  from  the 
Brooklyn  navy  yard. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Bureau  acted  promptly,  but  the  articles  have 
not  been  received,  nor  has  anything  further  been  heard  of  them. 

I  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  is  a  pressing 
necessity  for  many  of  the  articles,  particularly  the  three-eigfhths-incn 
boiler  plate,  not  only  for  immediate  use,  but  to  avoid  the  necessity 
of  going  into  the  market  to  purchase  at  high  prices  ruling'  at  this 
place. 

1  am,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  H.  Shook, 
Fl'tct  Engineer^  West  Chilf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commo<lore  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Nav}', 

Coindg.  West  Gvilf  Blockading  Sipiadron^  off  New  Orleans. 

[Endoraemcnt.] 

I  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  contents 
of  this  letter.  There  is  a  pressing  necessit}^  m  this  squadron  for  many 
of  the  articles  named  therein. 

Very  respectfullj- ,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Corndg,  West  Gxdf  Blockadiyig  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Navy. 


Instructions  from  Commodore  Bell ^  U.  S.  Nany^  to  Commander  Gibson^ 
U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  meas^iires  for  securing  prize  rrwney  in  the 
causes  of  capturea  vessels  Independeiice^  Bloomer^  and  Chxirlotte^ 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensaoola, 

Off  Nefio  Orl'Cam^  December  11^  186S. 

Sir:  The  schooner  Independence^  captured  by  the  boats  of  the  PaUh 
mac,  lies  here  consumed  by  rot  and  shipkeeper,  for  the  want  of  infor- 
mation for  libeling  her  before  the  prize  court.  It  is  necessary  for  you 
to  comply  with  the  law  in  the  case,  viz,  transmit  to  the  judge  of  the 
U.  S.  district  court  all  the  information  3'ou  have  for  insuring  her  con- 
demnation; the  time,  place,  and  circumstances  under  which  she  was 
captured;  all  the  papers  found  on  board;  also  one  or  two  reliable  wit- 
nesses to  testify  to  tno  facts. 

A  man  was  to  see  me  a  few  days  ago  about  the  steamer  Bloomer^ 
captured  on  the  Choctawhatchee.  He  is  a  pilot  on  the  Upper  Missis- 
sippi, and  alleges  that  he  has  always  })een  loyal  and  wants  to  get  the 
Bloomer  Imck.  It  will  be  necessarv  for  you  to  proceed  in  the  case  of 
the  BloojmrfiwAihQ  ('/un'lotte  and  all  of  your  other  prizes  as  is  pointed 
out  for  the  schooner  Independence^  and  to  send  the  vessels  to  this  port 
to  be  libeled.     If  they  are  not  seaworthy,  then  have  them  appraised 
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by  disinterested  parties  on  oath,  making  triplicate  reports,  and  the 
papers  for  every  vessel  made  up  in  a  separate  form  and  sent  to  the 
]uwe,  as  for  the  Independence^  otherwise  your  officers  and  men  have 
made  prizes  in  vain.  One  certificate  of  appraisement  send  to  the  judge, 
the  otner  to  the  Navy  Department. 

To  get  the  money  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  them  to  pass  con- 
demnation by  prize  court,  whether  the  Government  has  taken  them 
into  service  or  not. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Comraodore,  Conidg.  Western  OuLf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tein. 

Commander  A.  Gibson, 

Co)nmanding  U.  S.  Frigate  PotomxiCy  Pensacola  Bay, 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Eaton^  U.  8.  Navy^  command- 
tng  U.  S.  supply  steamier  Circassian^  on  return  cruise  from  the  West 
Gulf  Squadron. 

U.  S.  S.  Circassian, 
Hampton  Roads^  Va.j  December  12^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Circassian  at  this 
place,  on  her  way  to  Boston  from  another  voyage  to  the  West  Gulf 
fecjuadron. 

The  Circassian  left  Boston  on  the  24th  October,  having  on  board  a 
quantity  of  ordnance  stores  for  the  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  also 

Sssengers,  mails,  and  the  usual  quantity  of  fresh  provisions  for  the 
ilf  squadrons. 

Arrived  at  Port  Royal  on  the  31st  October,  at  Key  West,  Novem- 
ber 5,  thence  proceexied  to  Pensacola  and  all  the  stations  of  the  West 
Gulf  Sqdadron.  At  New  Orleans  orders  were  received  to  proceed  to 
the  Rio  Grande  after  supplying  the  vessels  off  Sabine  and  Galveston. 
Arrived  off  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  19th  November,  and  not  finding 
there  the  Monongahela  and  Granite  City^  as  expected,  remained  sixty 
hours,  at  the  end  of  which  time  intelligence  was  received  by  the  tug 
Leviathan  that  the  missing  vessels  had  gone  to  Aransas  Pass  to 
cooperate  with  a  portion  of  General  Banks'  army. 

Immediately  proceeded  to  Aransas,  and  after  supplying  the  vessels 
there,  shaped  our  course  homeward,  communicating  again  with  vessels 
at  all  the  before-mentioned  places  and  at  Charleston  (remaining  there 
twenty-three  hours),  receiving  from  them  invalids,  mails,  etc. 

The  rate  of  speed  maintained  by  the  Circassian  during  this  voyage 
does  not  compare  favorably  with  that  of  last.  Besides  the  accident  to 
the  machinery  off  Nantucket  Shoals  (previously  reported),  it  has  been 
necessary  to  make  slight  repairs  on  the  engines  at  nearly  every 
stopping  place. 

With  a  heav}'  cargo,  such  as  taken  from  Boston  this  voyage,  and  ip 
a  rough  sea,  this  vessel  strains  and  leaks  at  the  rate  of  12  inches  per 
hour  without  cargo,  and  in  ordinary  weather  she  leaks  at  an  average 
of  10  inches  per  hour. 

At  Port  Royal,  on  the  homeward  voyage,  162  bags  of  salt,  cargo  of 
the  prize  schooner  Ocean  Bird^  were  received  on  b^rd  the  Circassian 
for  transportation  to  Boston. 
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I  am  happ3'  to  state  that,  to  all  appearances,  the  yellow  fever  has 
entirel}'  disappeared  from  Pensacola  and  vicinity. 

I  forward  nerewith  the  usual  abstracts  required  by  the  Department. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully ,  vour  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  B.  Eaton, 
Acting  Volwdeer  Lieutenant^  Cinnmxinding, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  D.  (7. 


Destruction  of  extensive  salt  works  in  St.  Afidrew^s  Bay^  Florida. 

Deceinher  IJ^,  and  18^  1863  * 

Beport  of  Commander  OibBon,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  BtoroBhip  Potomae,  tzmaa- 
mining  report  of  Acting  Ensign  CrisBey,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Bloomer. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Potomac, 

Pensacola^  December  23^  1863. 

Sir:  Having  learned   that  there  were  very  extensive  salt  works 
about  West  Bay  of  St.  Andrew's,  I  thought  I  should  be  rendering 

food  service  by  destroying  them.  I  therefore,  on  the  9th  instant, 
ispatched  the  steamer  Bloomer  with  the  sloop  Carolin4i^  under  com- 
mand of  Acting  Ensign  Crissey,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  that 
object,  which  he  has  effectually  clone,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of 
his  operations  which  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you.  Ensign 
Crissey  was  aided  in  the  work  by  Acting  Master  W.  R.  Browne,  of  the 
U.  S.  bark  Restless^  which  vessel  is  stationed  in  St.  Andrew's  Bay. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Gibson, 
Coinvxander. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  West  Gulf  Blockading  Sqtuidran^  New  Orleans. 


Beport  of  Acting  Ensign  Criasey,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Bloomer. 

U.  S.  S.  Bloomeb, 
East  Pass,  December  '20,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  afternoon  of  December 
9, 1  started  for  West  Bay  of  St.  Andrew's  in  the  steamer  Bh>omer,  and 
accompanying  me  the  sloop  Carol  hie.  On  the  morning  of  the  10th 
came  to  anchor  in  St.  Andrew's  Bay,  reported  to  Captain  Browne,  of 
the  U.  S.  bark  Bestless,  blockading  the  bay.  An  expedition  was 
immediately  fomied  to  destroy  the  numerous  works  upon  the  bay. 
Captain  Browne  sent  on  board,  to  assist  in  destroying  the  works,  3 
oflScers  and  48  men.  At  6  p.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  to  Bear 
Creek,  at  the  head  of  Nortn  Ba}',  to  cut  out  a  schooner  loaded  with 
100  bales  of  cotton,  which  lay  4i  miles  up  the  creek.  We  found  the 
water  on  the  bar  very  low,  and  nin  aground  three  times  in  trying  to 
get  over  the  bar,  there  not  being  water  enough. 

At  5  p.  m.  I  proceeded  to  the  salt  works  on  West  Bay,  destroying 
the  salt  works  lined  on  each  side  of  the  bay  for  7  miles,  belonging  to 
private  individuals,  numbering  at  least  198  different   works,   each 

*See  also  Series  1,  vol.  17,  pp.  69iJ-601. 
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averaging  two  boilers  and  ten  kettles  each,  which,  with  a  large  quan- 
tity of  salt,  were  destroyed.  Five  hundred  and  seven  kettles  were 
dug  up  and  rendered  useless,  and  200  buildings  of  various  sizes,  used 
as  storehouses,  etc.,  were  destroyed,  together  with  27  wagons  and 
carts.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  we  came  to  a  large  Confederate 
Government  works,  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Clendening,  which 
turned  out  daily  400  bushels  of  salt.  This  was  one  of  the  best  located 
in  West  Bay,  being  situated  in  a  marsh,  the  water  of  which  yielded 
75  gallons  of  salt  to  100  gallons  of  water;  it  was,  in  fact,  a  complete 
salt  village,  covering  a  space  of  three-fourths  of  a  square  mile,  em- 
ploying many  hands  and  16  ox  and  mule  teams  constantly  to  haul  salt 
to  Eufola  Sound  [Eufaula,  Ala.  ?],  and  from  thence  conveyed  to  Mont- 
gomery, at  which  place  it  is  selling  at  a  fabulous  price  of  $40  and  $45 
per  bushel.  At  this  place  were  27  buildings,  22  large  steam  boilers, 
and  200  kettles,  averaging  200  gallons  eacn,  which  cost  the  Govern- 
ment $5  per  gallon,  all  of  which  were  totallj^  destroved,  together  with 
storehouses  containing  salt,  etc.  This  work,  together  witn  the  other 
works,  could  not  have  cost  less  than  three  million  dollars. 

Thirty -one  contrabands,  two  of  whom  were  females,  belonging  to 
these  works,  gave  themselves  up  and  assisted  in  destroying  the  works. 
This  bay  was  considered  a  safe  place  to  pursue  the  making  of  salt,  and 
for  7  miles  on  each  side  of  the  bay  was  one  continued  string  of  salt 
works.  On  the  15th  proceeded  to  the  bark  Restless  for  wood  and 
water. 

On  the  evening  of  the  18th  Captain  Browne,  2  officers,  and  40  men 
came  on  board.  We  proceeded  to  East  Bay  for  the  purpose  of  destroy- 
ing the  works  there.  W^e  burned  and  destroyed  all  tne  salt  works  m 
East  Bay  that  were  left.  A  large  number  were  burned  and  destroyed 
by  the  enemy  to  keep  them  from  falling  into  our  hands.  There  are 
two  companies  of  inf antr}^  stationed  on  the  bay  to  guard  the  salt  works. 

In  all  our  work  in  destroying  the  salt  works  the  men  on  shore  were 
under  cover  of  the  steamer's  guns  and  occasionally  shelling  the  woods. 
On  the  19th,  noon,  we  startedfor  ship,  arriving  there  4  p.  m.  9  p.  m. 
started  for  the  east  end  of  Santa  Rosa  Island,  experienced  heavy 
weather,  at  10  p.  m.  blowing  a  heavy  gale  from  N.  N.  W.  with  a 
heavy  sea,  steamer  rolling  and  steering  bad;  11  p.  m.  drifting  offshore, 
parted  wheel  ropes,  came  to  anchor,  repaired  wheel  ropes,  slipped 
cable,  and  stood  inshore  with  a  heavy  head  of  steam;  saw  sloop  about 
one-fourth  mile  to  the  leeward.  12,  midnight,  close  inshore,  the 
weather  moderate.  6  a.  m.,  steaming  alongshore  with  a  light  north- 
erly wind,  the  sloop  Caroline  not  in  sight;  arrived  at  East  Fass  on  the 
21st,  4:30  p.  m.,  sloop  Caroline  not  in  sight. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv'ant, 

Edwin  Crissey, 
Acting  Ensign^  Commanding. 

Conmiander  Alex.  Gibson, 

Corrvmanding  U.  S,  Frigate  Potomac. 


Beport  of  Commodore  Bell,  U.  8.  Navy,  forwarding  to  the  Bepartment  the  report  of  Acting 

Ensign  CrisBey,  B.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Bloomer. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
OffNeio  Orleans^  La.^  January  ^,  186 J^,. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose   herewith  the  report  of  Edwin 
Crissey,  acting  ensign,  in  command  of  the  steam  tend^^  Blooraer  \si*^^ 
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frigate  Piifwnac,  upou  the  destruction  of  vast  salt  works  in  Choctaw 
hatcheo  Bay,  with  the  coopemtion  of  Acting  Master  W.  R.  Browne, 
oomnianding  U.  S.  bark  RestlcM,  belonging  to  the  squadron  of  ActM^ 
Rear-Adrairal  Bailey.     The  duty  appears  to  have  been  perforniedjj 
a  uiannor  ci^editahle  to  the  officers  concerned, 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  vour  obedient  servant. 

H.  H.  Bbia, 

Commodore,  Coniihj.  Wif»t  Gulf  BlocJcdy.  S'ptadrvn  pru  t-einik 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllks, 

Secretary  iiftlu  N<iry^    Was/iinfftiw. 


IJ.  S.  !S.   PENBdCOLA, 

^few  Orh'an^,  January  S3,  IS64. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  intjtant  in  refereuce  to 
the  degtructioQ  of  the  unit  works  at  St.  Andrew's  Bay.     I  think  that 
your  feeling  in  the  matter  is  very  proper,  and  it  is  but  natural 
you  should  feel  that  the  credit  should  oe  given  to  those  to  whom 
due. 

The  report  of  the  .servicen  of  Acting  Ensign  Crissey  has  been 
warded  to  the  Department, 
Respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bei.l, 

Comiiiod*>rf. 
Commander  A.  Gibson, 

17.  S.  Ship  Potomac. 


-»■ 

e  to 
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Letter  from  tba  Secretary  of  the  Rnv;  to  Sear-Admlreil  FaiTBgiit,  D,  B.  Havy,  regarding 
the  claims  of  A.oting  Bear-Admiral  Bailor,  ^'  B.  Ravy,  rogarding  ttas  doitroeCioa  of  th* 

Navy  Depauthknt,  April  16, 186^, 
Hir:  Ai'ting  Ensign  Edwin  Crissey's  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo, 
returned  herewith,  and  your  attention  is  called  t«  the  followingquol 
tions  from  a  report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Bailev,  dated  December 
28,  1863: 

I  have  the  gratifipation  of  reporting  a  very  iinportact  service  performed  by  the 
blockading  fort:e  at  Ht.  Andrew's  Sound,  under  the  command  of  .Ictint;  Master 
William  R,  Browne,  in  deatroyinit  a  verv  extensive  and  valuable  quantity  of  salt 
works,  both  at  Lake  Ocola  and' in  St.  Andrew's  Bay.    •    •    • 

On  the  10th  Decern bej-  Acting  Eiuigo  Kdwin  Criasey  arrived  at  St  Andrew's  Sonnd 
from  the  East  Pa^  of  Santa  Boea  Sound,  with  the  siem-wheel  steamer  Bloomer  ar  ■* 
tender,  the  sloop  Oar<dinf,  having  heard  of  the  espedition  to  Lake  Ocala,  and  pl» 
Ilia  coninianil  at  the  diEpositiou  of  Airting  Master  Browne. 

This  statement  fram  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey  appears  to  diffti 
materially  from  the  statement  of  Acting  Ensign  Cnasey.  ■ 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Tfavy,  J 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farbagut, 

Cunidy,  Wesfern  Gtdf  Blockdg.  S'juadron,  JS'ew  Orl&in«,  La. 
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Beport  of  Bear- Admiral  Farragnt,  U.  8.  Navy,  claiming  credit  for  Acting  Ensign  CriiBey, 

U.  8.  Navy. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Off  Pensacola,  May  11,  186J^. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  Department's  dispatch 
dated  April  16,  returning  Acting  Ensign  Edwin  Orissey's  application 
for  promotion  and  calling  attention  to  a  difference  in  statement  between 
Rear- Admiral  Bailey  and  Acting  Ensign  Crissey. 

I  now  forward  herewith,  marked  ''  No.  1,''  a  communication  from 
Commander  Gibson  in  reference  to  this  matter,  in  which  that  officer  dis- 
tinctly states  that  the  expedition  originated  with  him,  and  that  he  sent 
Acting  Ensign  Crissey  with  the  Bloomer  to  carry  it  out,  closing  his 
letter  with  the  remark  that  if  the  Bloomer  had  not  been  sent  the  salt 
works  would  in  all  probability  have  been  in  existence  still,  for  the 
bark  Bestless  had  been  lying  tnere  for  nearly  a  year  previously. 

I  forward  also,  marked  ''  No.  2,"  a  communication  from  Acting 
Ensign  Crissey  on  the  same  subject,  together  with  a  copy  of  his  report 
to  Commander  Gibson  on  his  return  from  St.  Andrew  s  Bay,  marked 
''No.  3." 

I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  the  accuracy  or  truth  of  Acting  Ensign 
Crissey's  statement;^,  which  have  undoubtedly  been  made  in  good  faiui, 
and,  as  he  is  a  deserving  officer,  I  return  his  application  for  promotion 
with  my  approval. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 
Rear-  Admiral^  Corndg,  Western  Gulf  Blockdg,  Squddron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Order  of  th<i  Secretary  oftJte  Nairy  to  Lieutenant-  Command^rr  Brown, 

U.  S.  ^^avy,  commanding  U.  S,  S,  Itaaca, 

Navy  Department,  December  IJ^,  186-3. 

Sir:  Proceed  down  the  river  to-morrow  and  make  the  best  of  vour 
way  to  join  the  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.     Do  not  run  into 
the  Potomac  River  at  night. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Lieutenant-Commander  George  Brown,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U,  S.  S.  Itasca,  Washington,  J),  C, 


Report  of  Commander  Rolando,  IL  S.  Navy,  commanding  U,   S.   S, 

Seminole,  regarding  coal. 

U.  S.  S.  Seminole, 
Sahine  Pass,  December  H,  1863. 

Sir:  I  enclose  two  requisitions  and  request  that  the  one  sent  per 
Arkansas.,  concerning  fuel  (coal  and  wood)  for  this  ship,  will  be  sup- 
plied, as  the  fuel  now  on  board  will  soon  be  expended.  The  requisi- 
tion was  sent  as  early  as  October. 
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The  coal  bark  Hanson  Gregory^  carrying  this  to  New  Orleans,  is 
this  day  dispatched,  having  been  emptiea  of  all  the  coal  to  be  delivered 
here  per  contract. 

There  is  no  coal  at  this  station,  and  I  would  request  a  fresh  supply 
be  sent  as  soon  as  convenient. 

It  is  my  intention  to  keep  one  of  the  vessels  stationed  at  Sabine  Pass 
on  the  blockade  to  the  eastward,  as  far  east  as  Vermilion  Bay  and  west 
as  far  as  Calcasieu.  The  consumption  of  coal  will  consequently  be 
increased,  and  I  think  you  can  estimate  that  it  will  be  nearly  400  tons 
per  month. 

The  AroijHtook  is  at  present  on  the  blockade  off  Calcasieu  and  Mer- 
mentau. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.   ROLANIX>, 

Commander^  U.  S.  JViam/. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comirvanding  Western  Gvif  Blockading  Sguadrofipro  tem^ 

New  Orlecms^  La. 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Farragxd^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  the  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Navy^  requesting  the  asBigninent  to  his  command  of 
the  U.  o.  o.  Gal'efna, 

kmoBi  House, 
New  Yo7*l\,  Deceinber  15^  1863. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  to  request  that  if  the  steamer  Oalena  has  not 
already  been  assigned  to  some  other  station,  I  think  she  would  be  a 
powerful  addition  to  the  West  Gulf  Blockading  Souadron,  inasmuch 
as  she  is  of  light  draft  and  has  a  powerful  battery.  I  hope  the  Depart- 
ment will  also  remember  that  Commander  Febiger  and  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Jouett  belonged  to  my  squadron  originally,  and  1  trust 
they  will  be  sent  back. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farraout, 

Rear-Adm  iral. 
G.  V.  Fox,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Nacy^  Washington^  D»  C\ 


Order  of  Comvwdore  BM^  U.  S.  Nai^y^  to  Acting  Volunteer  Li'eutenant 
DuBois^  U*  S.  Navy^  ix/minanding  V,  S.  S.  Albatross. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Of  New  Orleans ^  December  16 j  186S, 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  Albatross  is  coaled,  you  will  proceed  in  her 
without  delay  to  Mobile  Bar  and  report  to  Commodore  Thatcher, 
U.  S.  S.  Cohrrado^  for  blockade  duty  tnere. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodo're^  Comdg.  Western  OxAf  Elockdg,  SqiKidron  pro  tern,. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutx;nant  Theodore  B.  DuBois, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Albatross^  New  Orlearis. 
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Oriier  of  C'</iiimodf/re  Bell,  U.  ^.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Tihhits,  U.  S. 
Havy,  cimimandit'^  U.  S.  S.  Ai'isona,  to  proceed  to  duty  in  Berwick 
Bay  in  c<xi^>erati(yti  with  the  army. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pbnsacola, 

Of  New  Orleans,  December  15,  1S63. 
Sir;  As  soon  as  the  Arizona  !ias  taken  in  coal  proceed  to  the  U.  S.  S. 
Sewiinoh,  Commander  Rolando,  off  Sabine  Bar.  and  having  allowed 
Mr.  James  Webster,  the  U.  S.  consul's  clerk  at  Miitamoras,  to  com- 
municate with  Commander  Kolando,  you  will  return  without  delav  and 
ascend  Berwick  Bay  as  far  as  Brashear  City  to  watch  and  defend  the 
passes  there  against  the  rebels. 

You  will  inform  me  by  telegraph  of  your  arrival  at  Berwick  Bay  as 
soon  as  you  reach  there,  anfi  whether  anj'  coal  was  left  there  by  the 
Clifton  and  Sachem;  also  keep  me  duly  informed  of  all  events  trans- 
piring in  that  vicinity. 

You  will  also  address  a  letter  to  Major-Gene ral  W.  B.  Franklin, 
commanding  the  army  corps  at  New  Hieria,  [La. J,  to  let  him  know 
you  are  tliere  to  cooperate  with  him  when  it  may  be  require<l. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  BEL^ 
tkrmwodore,  Comdg.  Western  Gidf  Biovkdg.  Sguadron  pro  tem. 
Acting  Master  Howard  Tibbits, 

Commamding  U.  S,  S.  Arisona,  Nob  <Jrlewns. 


Report  of  Captain  Gillia,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Osaipee, 

regarding  a  cruise  of  inspection  by  that  vessel  to  the  Sio  Grande  and 

return. 

U.  S.  Steah  Sloop  Obsipee, 
Off  O'dvegton,  Tex.,  Decemher  16,  1863. 

Sir:  I  reHwctfully  report  Uiat  the  Monongahela  being  off  Galveston 
Bar.  engaged  in  coaling  ship.  I  availed  mvself  of  the  opportunity  to 
make  a  cruise  along  the  coast  to  southward.  Visited  Generals  \\'ash- 
burn  and  Kansom  at  Pass  Cavallo,  and  offered  to  cooperate  in  any 
movements  they  might  desire  to  make.  They  replied  none  would  be 
made  at  present,  as  they  were  awaiting  reinforcements  and  orders 
from  New  Orleans. 

On  the  11th  instant  we  reached  the  anchorage  off  the  Rio  Grande, 
passing  through  the  fleet  of  veswels  there,  some  liftj  in  number.  We 
anchored  a  little  to  the  northward  of  the  line  dividing  the  Mexican 
from  Texan  waters,  and  found  several  vessels  in  our  watei-s  about 
half  a  point;  had  them  boarded,  cargo  examined,  and  found  papers  all 
correct;  one  of  these,  the  American  steamer  Moimltyht,  from  New 
York.  She  had  receipt  for  pajiers  from  our  consul  (Mr.  Pierce) 
at  Matamoras;  also  a  cargo  list  for  245  bales  of  cotton  signed  by 
same  authority,  only  a  few  bales  of  which  had  been  received  on  board. 
Another,  the  SpanLsh  brigantine  CloilMHn,  waa  loaded  with  lit3  bales 
of  cotton,  all  marked  according  to  cargo  list,  signed  by  Spanish  vice- 
consul:  her  clearance  from  Matamoras.  This  vessel  was  seized;  cap- 
tain, with  her  papers  and  crew,  sent  on  ward  this  ship,  his  manifest, 
clearance,  certlticate,  etc.,  all  appearing  correct  and  in  due  form  (the 
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vessel  could  not  have  been  seized  in  the  high  seas);  had  been  forty 
days  off*  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  stated  he  was  towed  when  in  dis- 
tress in  Mexican  waters  some  eight  days  previous  by  one  of  our  men- 
of-war  to  where  he  then  lay.  Being  so  near  the  line,  about  six  degreet^ 
north  of  it,  1  concluded  to  release  him:  he  sailed  for  Havana. 

All  precautions  were  taken  in  regard  to  the  position  of  the  vessels; 
bearing  from  middle  of  channel  of  bar  and  from  the  ship.  At  time  of 
taking  bearings  an  azimuth  was  taken;  this  would  include  variations 
and  deviation,  if  anv. 

Well,  sir,  admitting  the  vessels  were  in  American  waters  and  with- 
out suspicion  attached  as  to  their  legal  trade  with  Matamoras,  the 
question  arises:  Are  we  authorized  to  seize  them  as  legitimate  prizes  on 
account  only  of  their  being  in  waters  declared  by  proclamation  under 
blockaded  The  books,  1  think,  are  silent  on  this,  and  further,  our 
army  has  possession  of  the  territory  from  the  Mexican  line  extending 
northwarcf  and  along  coast  for  some  distance,  and  our  Government,  it 
is  thought,  does  not  desire  to  give  unnecessary  cause  of  complaint  or 
irritation  to  neutral  powers  at  this  time. 

Your  letter  of  the  5th  instant  contains  an  admonition  to  officers 
seizing  vessels  under  similar  circumstances,  with  doubts  of  the  con- 
denmation  of  several  cases  now  pending  before  the  court  of  admiralty 
at  New  Orleans;  therefore,  1  desire  to  know  definitely  whether  the 
fact  alone  of  vessels  being  at  anchor  in  our  waters,  say  from  one 
degree  upwards  off  the  Rio  Grande,  can  be  legally  seized  and  con- 
demned on  proof  of  same.     All  such  are  boarded  and  examined. 

My  first  inclination  was  to  seize  the  New  York  steamer  and  send  her 
to  tow  and  convoy  the  whole  part}^  to  New  Orleans. 

We  left  Rio  Grande  on  the  12th.  The  presence  of  one  of  our  ves- 
sels of  war  is  required  there  at  all  times,  and  I  will  send  one  down  as 
soon  as  possible. 

We  returned  along  coast,  anchoring  at  Pass  Cavallo  and  oflF  the 
mouth  of  Brazos  River.  I  send  the  Moriongahda  to  Pass  Cavallo;  the 
AntoiiaawA  Granite  6V'/// are  there. 

Very  respectfully,  3'our  obedient  servant, 

J  NO.  P.  GiLLIS, 

Cajtt,  and  Senior  Officer^ 
2d  Dit).W.  Gulf  Blkdq,    Squadron^  C(Hif<t  of  Texas. 

(Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg,  West  cm  Gulf  Bl-ocJcd^j,  Squadron^  Next  Orleans, 


(h'der  if  the  Secretary  (f  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Bell^  U.  S,  Niavy^ 
for  tfie  jmrehase  (f  the  prize  nteamer  Alabama, 

Navy  DErAimviENT,  December  16^  1863. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  2d  instant  (No.  172)  has  been  received. 
You  are  authorized  to  take  the  prize  steamer  Alabama  for  the  use 
of  the  Navy  at  the  appraised  value  of  §80,000. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  olKjdient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commodore  11.  H.  Bell, 

Covidg.  {pro  tern)  West.Gvlf  Blhlg.  Squadron. 
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Hepori  of  O'lnniodore  Bdl,.  U.   S.  Ifiwy,  rega-nl'tJig  rtfpa'iTs  to   tJut   i 
V.  S.  S.  Pmgum.    '  ' 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacoi^. 

Off  New  Orleam,  Devemb,-,- 16,  1863. 
Sir:'  I  have  the  houor  to  acknowledge  tho  receipt  of  the  Depart- 
uient's  letter  of  November  14,  askiu^  for  partU-iilars  in  regard  to  tKo 
repairs  necessary  to  be  done  to  the  Pew/uni  after  her  arrival  in  this 
port.  She  arrived  here  Nfivember  2,  and  hei-  work  has  been  steadily 
in  hand  ever  since.  She  is  expected  to  be  ready  for  sea  in  tho  course 
of  three  or  four  day.s. 

Tho  officers  who  made  the  sur\'ey  on  her  machinery  being  on  block- 
ade, I  referred  your  letter  to  the  fleet  engineer,  and  respectfully  enclose 
his  statement*  of  the  work  wliicb  wai*  done  upon  the  Penguin  at  Bal- 
timore and  subsequent  to  her  leaving  there,  Octol»er  4,  for  blockade 
service  on  this  station. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,  Cmndg.^Weai,  Gvlf  B/ockd^.  Sqvadrtm  j/ro  teun.        i 
Hon.  GiDEOH  Weixes, 

HecTi-tan/  qftht  Navy,  WtmAhigfon. 


Letter  /rmn  the  acting  U.  S.  amsul-gen^ml  at  IJa-vaiM,  regardrng  the 
inmietneiit  of  blockade  runnem  tn  andfrnm  that  port. 

Consui^te-General  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Raraiia,  December  16,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  tetter 
of  the  9th  instant.  The  bill  for  the  amount  of  ray  advances  to  Acting 
Ensign  Miller  and  prize  crew  of  the  Atfavfic,  which  you  say  has  been 
dra^vn  on  the  Treasury  Department  and  foi-warded  to  me  bv  the  pay- 
master of  the  Princess  Royal,  did  not  come  to  hand  by  the  tl.  S.  mail 
steamer  Morning  Star,  which  brought  your  letter. 

Sevemi  bloctade  runners  (wteamens)  nave  sailed  within  the  last  few 
days,  and  others  are  getting  rendy.  Some  of  them  carry  gunptiwder 
and  others  munitions  of  war.  It  is  probable  that  their  destination  is 
Florida — Bayportor  Suwanee  River— yet  it  i.s  possible  that  they  may 
try  to  enter  Mobile. 

A  schooner  under  rebel  colors,  called  Roehuck,  41  tons,  with  cotton, 
arrived  from  Mobile  yeeteiday.  She  left  that  port,  I  believe,  on  the 
8th.  She  is  the  onlv  vessel  that  ha^  reached  this  port  from  Mobile  for  a 
very  long  time,  farties  have  been  expecting  the  Spanish  steamer 
habel  from  there  on  last  Sunday  or  Monday.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
she  has  been  captured. 

The  Spanish  brig  Ctf7-mCTi«'<a  arrived  yesterday  from  Sisal,  [Yucatan], 
and  brought  the  master,  J.  Nicholas,  and  a  passenger  named  W.  (Jreen- 
ou?b,  of  the  schooner  Jos.  L.  Gerety,  of  New  York.  This  vessel 
sailed  from  Matamorn-s  with  133  bale*  of  cotton  and  7  passengers, 
bound  to  New  York.  On  the  following  night  (I7th  ultimo)  six  of  the 
passengers,  who  declared  themselves  Confederates  and  to  have  author- 
ity from  the  so-called  Confederate  Government,  forcibly  took  posses- 
sion of  the  vessel  and  cargo.     Several  days  after  the  master  and  crew 

*Nol  iteceiiSftry  to  (luhLiah. 
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and  Mr.  Greenough  were  landed,  or  i*aptber  placed  in  a  boat  off  Cape 
Catoche.  The  captain  and  Mr.  Greenough  declare  that  their  own 
property  and  the  ship's  papers  were  delivered  to  them,  but  not  the 
instruments  and  charts.  These  two  persons  went  on  to  New  York  in 
the  Miwning  Star;  the  rest  of  the  crew  were  forwarded  to  the  same 
port  direct  from  Sisal. 

The  famous  steamer  Alicc^  which  ran  the  blockade  at  Mobile  suc- 
cessfully so  many  times,  is  now  on  the  dry  dock  here  fitting-  out  for 
another  adventure. 

I  am,  with  considerations  of  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Savaos, 
Acting  Co7i8ul- General. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Gimimanding  (pro  fern)  Western  Gxdf  Blockdg.  Squadron,, 

17th. — The  steamer  Austin  is  nearly  ready  to  sail.  She  carries 
munitions  of  war  and  a  very  valuable  cargo.  She  is  of  iron,  and  not 
very  fast.  A  small  schooner  came  in  this  morning  from  Mobile  with 
cotton,  only  of  15  tons.  An  English  steamer  (screw)  arrived  to-day 
w^ith  ballast  from  Glasgow,  called  the  Wave  Qiceen,  She  looks  like  a 
vessel  tit  for  a  privateer,  and  to  carry  from  four  to  six  guns. 
Respectfully, 

Thos,  Savaq£. 


Report  of  Commander  Toxonsend^  U,  S.  Navy^  referring  to  ike  presence 

of  Con  federate  forcea  near  Mi/rganza^  La. 

U.  S.  S.  Essex, 
Off  DonaUhonville^  La.^  December  91^  1863. 

Commodore:  This  will  l)c  handed  to  you  b\"  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant J.  F.  Richardson,  commanding  II.  S.  S.  Genial  Pric^^  a  gun- 
boat recently  sent  down  and  attached  to  my  division.  I  send  Captain 
Richardson  to  make  a  patrol  of  the  district,  to  obtain  the  wheels  that 
have  been  cast  for  the  sawmill,  and  obtjiin  for  me  some  candles  on 
requisition,  which  you  will  very  nmch  oblige  me  by  approving. 

1  am  glad  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  I  can  send  you  all  the  lum- 
ber we  will  saw  at  the  mill,  ox(H>pt  some  few  thousand  feet  required 
for  the  Jl^si^,  I  presume  we  can  supply  you  with  from  60,000  to 
55,000  feet.  Colonel  Fiske,  w^ho  obtained  for  me  the  use  of  the  mill, 
learned  that  there  was  a  nice  lot  of  sawed  lumber  stowed  away  a  few 
miles  back  of  Bayou  Goula.  He  sent  some  of  his  command,  who 
brought  it  to  the  river's  bank,  and  I  sent  a  gunboat  towing  a  barge, 
which  lu'ought  it  down  to  Fort  Butler.  The  colonel  now  has  a  suffi- 
cient supply  for  the  erection  of  his  barracks — the  high  water  will 
drown  out  his  present  temporary  structures — and  the  20,000  feet  I  had 
promised  to  reserve  for  him  can  now  be  sent  down  for  your  use. 

The  last  reports  I  hear  from  al:>ove  are  that  from  8,000  to  10,000 
rebels  are  still  on  the  western  side  of  the  river,  near  Morganza,  but  a 
few  miles  farther  back  than  they  have  recently  been.  There  is  reason 
to  believe  that  Admiral  Porter  will  be  down  here  within  a  short  time. 
When  he  comes  he  will  undoubtedly  visit  you  in  New  Orleans.    Cap- 
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tain  Richardson  will  be  able  to  give  you  such  news  as  is  circulating, 
both  here  and  on  the  upper  river. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Townsend, 
Commandef\  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Cmnmandiiig  Western  Qidf  Blockading  Squadron, 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell^  Z7.  S,  Navy^  to  dnnmodore  Thxitcher^  Z7.  S. 
Navy^  regarding  tlie  position  of  trie  U.  S.  steamers  Penguin  and 
Albatross  on  the  Mobile  blockade, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off.  New  Orleans,  December  22,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  please  place  the  Penguin  and  Albatross  to  cruise  off 
the  coast  in  latitude  29^  30'  N.  and  between  87^  88'  W.  longitude  for 
intercepting  vessels  escaping  from  or  approaching  the  blockade.  They 
are  both  very  fast.  If  you  can  not  keep  both  on  that  service,  you 
will  please  spare  one  at  least  for  that  important  duty  and  so  arrange 
them  that  both  shall  not  be  coaling  at  the  same  time. 

The  Port  Royal  was  run  into  ]ust  when  completed,  and  her  stem 
piece  so  badly  split  as  to  require  docking.     She  will  be  out  in  ten  days. 

In  order  that  you  may  not  be  delayed  from  sailing  North,  please 
forward  to  me  without  delay  a  statement  of  the  number  and  ratings  of 
the  remainder  of  your  crew  not  yet  transferred,  and  I  will  then  send 
from  here  the  transfers  who  are  to  go  North,  receiving  in  return  your 
men  of  extended  service. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,  Comdg,  Western  OvlfBlockdg.  Squadron  pro  tem- 

Commodore  Henry  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Blockading  Forces  off  Mobile  Bar. 


Order  of  Commodi/re  Bell,  IL  S.  Natw.,  to  Lieutenant  Sumner,  JJ.  S. 
Navy,  to  j>roceed  on  expedition  to  Mermentau  Lake  for  the  capture  of 
two  British  schooners. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  December  '22,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  the  western  entrance  of  Lake  Mermentau 
with  two  launches  and  40  men  from  this  ship  attended  by  Gunner 
David  A.  Roe,  to  attempt  the  capture  of  two  British  schooners  which 
are  reported  as  lying  at  Grand  Chenier,  about  8  miles  from  the  sea. 

You  will  be  attended  by  the  Eugenie,  Acting  Ensign  N.  M.  Dyer, 
who  will  take  the  boats  in  tow  and  provision  your  people.  In  tow- 
ing you  will  always  keep  five  men  in  each  boat,  with  some  water  and 
bread.  Have  ever^^thing  else  than  oars,  mast^,  and  sails  passed  on 
board  the  Eugeine. 

Antoine  Antonio  will  accompany  you  as  pilot.  He  is  a  resident  of 
the  country  and  a  loyal  citizen.  If  the  Eugenie  can  not  cross  the  bar, 
she  will  wait  your  return,  and  you  will  proceed  up  the  bayou  witK  t\aA 
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launchen,  under  the  direction  of  the  pilot,  as  far  as  Grand  Chenier, 
where  the  veasels  are  believed  to  be. 

Having  accomplished  the  objects  of  the  expedition,  you  will  return 
with  your  command  to  this  port. 

There  are  about  300  residents  at  Grand  Chenier  who  are  Union 
people;  you  will  therefore  permit  no  plundering  nor  ill  usag^  of  the 
inhabitants  as  long  as  they  offer  no  resistance. 

Some  few  guerrillas  and  coast  militia  are  said  to  ply  those  waters  in 
skiffs;  l>e  on  the  lookout  for  them. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Cmndg,  WeJstern  &Hlf  Blockdg.  Squadron  protem^ 

Lieutenant  G.  W.  Sumner, 

U,  S,  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola. 


Or  del'  of  Commodore  Bell^  JJ.  S,  iVa-yy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Dyer^  U,  S, 
Nary^  (Jommanding  U.  S.  S.  Eugenie^  to  proceed  (m  exjyeaiti^m  ftyr 
the  capture  of  two  British  schooners  vnder  direction  of  Lieutenant 
Summer ^  U,  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  December  22,  1863. 

Sir:  You  will  pKcceed  in  the  Eugenie  to  Lake  Mermentau  (the  west- 
ern entrance  thereto)  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  two  schooners,  said 
to  be  British,  which  have  run  the  blockade.  They  are  believed  to  be 
lying  about  8  miles  from  the  sea,  at  Grand  Chenier,  where  there  is  a 
settlement  of  300  or  400  persons,  who  are  said  to  be  well-disposed 
Union  people.  You  will  therefore  permit  no  plundering  by  anyone 
under  your  command. 

Antoine  Antonio,  a  pilot  and  resident  of  that  coast,  will  accompany' 
you  and  conduct  the  })oats  into  the  bayou. 

Lieutenant  G.  W.  Suninor  will  accompanv  you  with  two  launches 
and  a  detachment  of  men  from  this  ship.  \ou  will  take  the  launches 
in  tow,  and  in  (^ase  of  bad  weather  seek  a  har])or. 

LiiMitenant  Sumner  will  command  the  expedition. 

Should  you  get  short  of  coal,  3'ou  can  be  supplied  at  Sabine  Pass. 
I  am,  verv  respectfully, 

[H.  H.  Beix,] 
Connnodftre^  Comdg,  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron  2>ro  tern.. 

Acting  Ensign  N.  M.  Dyer, 

Connnanding  U.  S,  S.  Eugenie,  New  (h'hans, 

P.  S.  -The  expedition  having  been  completed,  return  with  the  boats 
to  this  port. 


Report  (f  Rtxir- Admiral  Earragut,  U.  S,  Navy,  regarding  the  diilayed 
departure  of  the  U,  S,  S,  Hartford  on  account  of  inxuffcient  com- 
pleinent. 

Navy  Y'ard,  Brooklyn,  December  23,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  advise  the  Department  that  the  Ilarifyrd  is  reported 
re^idy  for  sea,  with  the  exception  of  f>t>  seamen  and  ()i»  ordinary  seamen. 
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It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  some  seamen  and  ordinary  seamen 
might  be  had  from  Boston  and  other  ports.  If  the  Niagara  is  not  able 
to  go  to  sea  for  some  time  to  come,  would  it  not  be  well  to  let  us  have 
some  of  her  seamen,  and  ordinary  seamen;  otherwise  1  may  be  detained 
a  month  longer. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Adniiral, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington. 

[Endorsement.] 

Permission  sent  by  telegraph. 


[Telegram.] 


New  York  City,  Deceinher 

Niagara  has  arrived.     They  say  she  can  not  go  to  sea.     Can  we  have 
the  men  we  require? 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Admiral. 
Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Na  vy. 


InMrnctk/nH  from  Commodore  Bell^  U.  S.  Navy.,  to  Captain  Gillis^  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  hlockade  at  the  Rio  Drande. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Of  Netn  Orleam,  December.  ^3,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  report  of  }■  our  cruise  down  the  coast  to 
the  Rio  Grande.  You  will  keep  one  or  more  vessels  stationed  off  the 
Rio  Grande  and  Bmzos  Santiago,  which  are  only  7  miles  apart,  to  look 
after  contraband  runners  and  for  the  protection  of  army  transports 
visiting  those  waters.  The  senior  officer  should  be  of  the  regular 
Navy,  discreet  and  prompt.  As  soon  as  we  are  possessed  of  the  forts 
at  the  entrance  of  Brazos  River,  you  will  please  till  the  M(mongahela 
with  coals  and  dispatch  Captain  Strong  to  the  Rio  Grande  to  maintain 
the  blockade  there  and  at  Brazos  Siiutiago.  All  the  coast  is  under 
blockade,  notwithstanding  the  occupation  by  the  army,  except  against 
army  tmnsports.  In  answer  to  your  questions,  I  would  sttite  tnat  as 
we  have  not  kept  a  naval  force  steadil}'  off  the  Rio  Grande  to  enforce 
the  proclamation,  the  proper  course  for  the  commanding  officers  goincr 
there  will  be  to  warn  off  from  our  waters  all  legal  traders  trading  with 
Mexico,  and  to  seize  them  if  they  should  neglect  the  warning.  Although 
the  Government  does  not  desire  to  give  unnecessary  annoyance  to 
neutrals,  it  expects  the  officers  entrusted  with  the  blockade  to  do  every- 
thing within  tneir  power  to  break  up  by  all  lawful  means  the  contra- 
band trade  which  is  known  to  be  carried  on  there;  and  where  a  reasona- 
ble doubt  exists  as  to  the  lawful  character  of  a  vessel,"  she  should  be 
seized  and  sent  before  the  court,  with  all  the  facts  and  witnesses  neces- 
sary for  a  decision. 


732  WEST  GULF   BLOOKADIKG   SQUADRON. 

Having  already  written  about  the  necessity  of  being  assured  as  to 
the  true  bearings  of  the  bar,  by  a  knowledge  of  the  'Mocal  deviation'' 
of  the  compass,  I  will  only  add,  vessels  going  into  the  river  can  scaroelv 
avoid  running  over  upon  our  side  somewhat. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Beix, 
Ccynurwdore^Coind-i),  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadrempro  tern. 

Captain  John  P.  Giixis, 

Commanding  V,  S,  Blockading  Forces^  Coast  of  Terras, 


Order  of  Comm^odore  Bell^  U.  S.  Navy^  to  Acting  Master  Seybum^ 
U.  S,  Navy^  commanding  U,  S.  Schooner  KittaMnny. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensagola, 

Neic  Orleans,  December  2S^  186S. 

Sir:  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  vou  will  proceed  with  the  KJttafinny 
under  your  connnand  to  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  report  your  arrival  to 
the  senior  naval  officer  present. 
Respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Coimnodore,  Comdg.  Western  Ghdf  Blockdg.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

Acting  Master  Isaac  D.  Seyburn, 

Commanding  JJ.  S.  Schooner  Eittatinny. 


Beport    of  Brigadier- General    Stone^   U.   S.   Army^  regwrdim/g  tlie 
assignment  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Arizona  to  service  in  Berwick  Bay. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Gulf, 

JVeio  Orleans^  December  23^  1863. 

General:  I  suppose  the  gunboat  Arizona  has  reported,  in  compli- 
ance with  a  request  of  the  commanding-general  to  the  commodore  that 
one  or  two  gunboats  of  light  draft  should  be  kept  constantly  in  Ber- 
wick Bav.  When  the  water  rises,  she  can  enter  Grand  Lake  and  the 
Atchafafaya. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Charles  P.  Stone], 
Brigadier-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Major-General  William  B.  Franklin, 

Commandimj  Troops  in  Western  Louisiana.,  Neic  Ihrria. 


Beport  of  Lieutenant-  C<m\mander  Greene.,  IJ.  S,  Navy^  regarding  an 

expected  attack  by  the,  C07 federate  j*ant  feet. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vincennes, 
Ship  Ishind,  Decemher  £/,  1863. 

Sir:  I  am  informed  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Pennington,  of  the 
Jackson,  that  a  refugee  from  Biloxi,  who  came  out  to-day,  brings 
information  that  the  whole  ram  fleet  is  expected  to  come  out  on  Christ- 
mas eve  to  attack  the  blockading  fleet.  The  person  who  brought  this 
information  is  well-known  to  CapUiin  Pennington  and  is  a  reliable  man. 


WEST   QULF   BLOOKADINQ    34CADB0H. 

1  have  taken  uieasures  to  inform  Commodore  Thatcher  by  the  Cal- 
houn early  to-morruw  morDing. 
Kespectfully, 

C.  H.  Gbeene, 
Lieutenant-  CtrminaneUr. 
■  Commodore  H.  H.  Bbll, 

Coirimanding  Western,  Gulf  Blocktuliiuj  Sipuulron. 


Inntructions  from    Comviodore  Bell.  U.   S.  Nam,  to  Captain,  OiUin, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarditig  (he  Texas  blockade. 

II.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pbnsacola, 

OffNeio  Orleam,  D&xwber  S3y  1863.  _ 

Sir:  1  have  sent  the  EgireUii,  Lieutenant-Commander  Augtistus  P. 

Cooke,  drawing  6  feet  water,  to  operate  with  the  army  on  the  inland 

waterM,  I  underatand  they  are  at  present  aboiit  Matagorda  Bay.     When 

they  move  upon  Brazos,  let  her  go  into  that  river  with  them. 

The  &ireua's  light  draft  will  enable  you  to  employ  the  AtUmia  in 
some  other  way,  and  perhaps  the  Granite  City  also. 

I  have  sent  orders  for  the  Kittatinny  to  come  hei-e  and  report. 
The  Rio  Grande  and  Brazos  Santi^o  are  never  to  be  left  without  the 
presence  of  one  or  two  vessels  of  war  to  look  aft^r  contraband  traders 
to  the  river  and  for  the  protection  of  army  transports  visiting  those 
places  with  supplies  for  the  army.  You  will  please  have  them 
relieved  in  time  for  them  to  ooal  off  Galveston. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  senior  officer  on  duty  there  shall  be  of  the 
Regular  Navy,  discreet  and  well  informed. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Vimtmodcerey  Cumdg.  Western  Gulf  Blockdy.  Squadron  pro  tern. 
Captain  John  P.  Gillis, 

ContTTumding  U.  S.  Blockading  F'orws  on  tht!  Coast  ofTmras. 


Ord-er  of  Ctrnvmadore  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-  Commander 
Cookej  Tf.  S.  Navy,  cmmrutnding  U.  S.  S.  Eatrella,  to  proceed  to 
duty  in  cooperation  with  the  army  in  Texas  waters. 

VI.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 

Of  New  (hlmns,  Decemher  ^3,  186S. 
Sih:  You  will  proceed  in  the  Estrella.  to  Galveston  Bar  and  report 
to  Captain  Glllb  for  duty  in  the  inland  waters  of  Texas  and  to  cooper- 
ate with  the  army  in  its  progress  on  the  coast  theieof. 

Your  presence  will  be  tirat  required  in  Matagorda  Bay.  Upon 
iirriviug  there  you  will  call  upon  General  Washburn,  commandmg, 
and  inform  him  of  the  objects  of  your  service,  You  will  diligently 
inform  yourself  of  the  situation  of  the  enemy  and  the  exat-t  nature  of 
his  defenses. 

You  will  receive  coals  as  you  want  them  off  Galveston  Bar. 
I  am,  very  respectfullv. 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore,  Comdg.  Western-  OulfBl^Jckdg.  Squad'ronprot.em. 
Lieutenant-Commander  A.  P.  Cooke, 

Cvmmandi'ng  U.  S.  S.  Mtrella. 
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licp'trt  of  Lifiu-tenant-Coiniihimder  Greene.,  U.   S.  Naoy^  tran«m 
report  of  capture  of  two  hoata, 

U.  S.  Ship  V1NCBNNE8.  Detxinher  34->  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report*  of  the  capture  of  two 
boats  laden  with  7S  sacks  of  corn,  2  bags  pease,  2  sacks  flour,  and  1 
Mack  of  wheat;  Lieutenant-Commanding  Pennington  will  explain. 
There  were  four  men,  who  have  been  sent  to  the  provost-marshal  for 
transmission  to  you. 

(]laptain  Pennington  has  the  boats  on  shore  at  Horn  Island,  and  in 
addition  a  number  of  skiffs. 

The  articles  captured  are  now  here.  What  disposition  shall  I 
make  of  themi  Enclosed  are  tlic  receipts  showing  where  they  were 
purchased. 

The  names  of  the  men  are  W.  Holey,  Alex.  Todd,  N.  Wirerdie 
and  Fi'ank  Mercer. 
Kespectfully, 

C.  H.  (jHEENE, 

Xieutenani- Commander.  J 
Commodore  H,  H.  Beul, 

Comdg.  Western  Gtdf  Bhckadint/  SqnaJnm,  JVeir  Orleane. 


Report  of  Actifig  Master  Zerega,  U.  S.  Nmiy,  commavdiTtg  JJ.  S.  i 
Antmta,  regarding  the  capture  oftJut  British  schoojur  Excham^e. 

U.  S.  S.  Antona, 
OfOah'evton,  DecemlerSS,  186S. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  leport  that  on  the  24th  instant,  on  my 
from  Pass  Cavallo  to  this  place,  1  faptured  the  British  schoonel 
Exohangn  tor  attempting  to  violate  the  blockade.  At  the  time  of  cap- 
ture we  were  in  8  fathoms  of  wafer,  Velaaco  bearing  west,  trne,  dis- 
tant 10  miles.  The  schooner  was  first  seen  at  8:30  p.  m.,  hearine  E. 
by  N.,  distant  5  miles,  and  steering  about  VV.  by  N.  At  9  o'clock  we 
fired  a  signal  gun  for  her  to  heave  to.  Instead  of  heaving  to  she 
hauled  close  on  the  wind,  bearing  about  N..  the  wind  at  the  time  being 
from  E.  N.  E.  At  9: 15  fired  a  shell  from  rifle  Parrott  over  her,  when 
she  tacked  ship  and  hove  to.  In  answer  to  iny  hail  the  reply  was,  that 
it  was  the  British  schooner  Ext-hange.  from  Nassau,  bound  for  New 
Orleans.  I  sent  a  boat  on  board  of  her  ajid  finding  her  papers  wers 
from  Vera  Cruz  and  apparently  cori-ect,  I  seiwd  her  on  account  of  t'  ~ 
suspicious  nature  of  her  cargo  and  being  so  much  out  of  the  way 
New  Orleans.  Her  cargo  consists  of  coffee,  nails,  tin  plates. 
goods,  acids,  iron  wire,  gunny  cloth,  cotton  baling,  rope,  c 
boots  and  shoes,  cases,  contents  unknown,  and  a  quantity  of  liquors. 
I  sent  an  officer  and  prize  crew  on  board  of  her  and  towed  her  up  to 
this  place.  To-day  I  have  taken  all  the  spirits  out  of  her,  as  I  did  not 
deem  it  safe  to  allow  it  to  go  in  the  schooner  to  New  Orleans.  By 
first  safe  opportunity  I  will  send  it  on  for  adjudication. 


wers 


WEST   GULF    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON.  735 

* 

Enclosed  please  find  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  steamer  at 
the  time  of  capture. 

No  other  vessel  in  sight. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alfred  L.  B.  Zerega, 
Acting  Master^  Commanding  U,  S.  S,  Antmia. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washvngton^  D,  C, 


Lettei' front  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Namf  to  Commodore  BelU  U.  S.  Navy^ 
transmitting  information  regarding  Confederate  ironclad  huilding  at 
Mobile, 

Navy  Departbient,  December  M^  1868, 

Sir:  1  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  copy  of  a  letter  of 
the  11th  instant,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War  by  Mr.  eT.  J. 
Brown,  relative  to  the  building  of  a  rebel  ironclad  steamer  at  Mobile, 
Ala. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  toe  N^avy. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Cornjnanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  pro  tem^ 

New  Orleans,,  La. 

[Enclosure.] 

New  Albany,  Ind.,  December  11,,  1863. 

My  Dear  Sir:  On  yesterday,  10th,  I  met  a  gentleman  eight  days 
from  Mobile.  He  gave  me  information  which  I  know  is  perfectly 
correct  in  relation  to  number  of  troops,  positions  of  guns,  and  construc- 
tion and  completion  of  gunboats,  the  most  important  of  which  is  the 
near  approach  to  })eing  finished  of  a  very  formidable  vessel  under  the 
superintendence  of  Captain  [James]  Ed.  Montgomery,  who  commanded 
the  rebel  so-called  navy  at  Memphis. 

This  vessel  is  represented  as  260  feet  in  length,  breadth  of  beam, 
etc.,  in  proportion,  and  is  now  receiving  the  iron  plating,  which  is 
placed  upon  the  hull  three  plates  thick. 

This  vessel  is  said  to  contain  the  machinery  of  the  steamer  VicJcsburg^ 
which  was  taken  overland  from  Vicksburg  to  Mobile.  These  engines 
were  constructed  partially  under  my  superintendence  at  New  Albany, 
when  the  steamer  Vicksburg  was  constructed,  and  1  know  the  engine 
to  be  as  powerful  as  any  now  on  the  Mississippi  River. 

This  fellow.  Captain  [James]  Ed.  Montgomery,  was  formerly  a  resi- 
dent of  this  city,  and  is  a  thoroughly  competent  man  for  what  he  is 
doing. 

Your  Department  may  be  in  possession  of  all  or  more  than  the  facts 
given  you  in  this  communication,  yet  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  inform  you 
that,  in  case  3^ou  were  not  fully  posted,  it  might  be  of  service  to  the 
Government. 

Yours,  truly, 

J.  J.  Brown. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Repart  of  Commodore  Bdl^  U.  S.  Navy^  trai\»mittingrepcTt  of  Cam- 
mander  Strong^  U,  S.  Navy^  regarding  affairs  off  jPass  Octvallo. 

U.  S.  S.  Pen8acx)la, 

Off  Neio  OrUam,  Decernher  26^  1863. 

Sir:  Reports  from  the  blockade  commanders  announce  all  quiet, 
Texas  being  the  scene  of  military  activity  at  this  time.  I  have  the 
honor  to  enclose  the  report  (No.  1)  of  Commander  J.  H.  Strong,  U.  S.  S. 
Mimfnigahf^la^  off  Pass  Cavallo,  December  21,  which  will  inform  the 
Department  of  the  state  of  affairs  there.  Also  (No.  2)  copy^  of  officifd 
report*  of  Brigadier-General  Ransom  upon  the  capture  of  Aransas. 

In  paragraph  6  he  commends  Acting  Ensign  H.  W.  Grinnell,  in  com- 
mand of  naval  howitzers,  for  good  conduct. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Comdg,  West  Oiilf  Blockading  Sqiuidroa  pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington. 

[Enclopure.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 

Of  Pass  Cavallo,  Tex.,  December  21,  1863. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  returned  to  this  place 
on  the  17th  instant,  after  coaling  at  Oalveston. 

Immediately  on  my  arrival  General  Washburn  informed  me  that  he 
had  learned  that  the  rebels  were  collecting  at  the  head  of  the  peninsula, 
probably  to  dispute  his  passage.  He  wisned  to  make  a  reconnoissance, 
so  1  gave  him  the  Crranite  City  for  that  purpose.  He  went  up  in  her 
himself  and  found  only  scattering  mounted  pickets;  a  few  shells  dis- 
persed them.  The  Granite  City  returned  the  following  day.  I  have 
sent  the  Antona  down  to  Brazos  Santiago,  at  the  general's  request,  to 
take  one  of  his  staff  down  for  a  couple  of  rifled  guns  that  he  requires. 
She  was  at  the  same  time  directed  to  look  out  lor  blockade  runners, 
but  not  to  go  to  the  Rio  Grande.  The  Granite  City  is  now  inside  the 
bar,  and  to-day  has  gone  up  the  ba^'^  inside  with  the  general  on  board 
to  reconnoiter. 

A  forward  movement  is  not  anticipated  now  for  two  or  three  weeks. 
There  are  about  six  thousand  troops  here  now. 

I  shall  probably  be  able  to  go  down  to  the  Rio  Grande  in  this  ship 
in  a  few  days.  I  am  expecting  one  of  the  gunboats  up  from  there  in 
a  day  or  two. 

I  was  not  able  to  fill  up  entirely  with  coal,  as  a  leak  wa.s  discovered 
in  the  bottom  of  one  of  our  boilers  while  coaling.  The  leak  can  not 
be  got  at  to  ascertain  its  extent  till  the  coal  is  used  out  of  the  forward 
bunker. 

Enclosed  1  send  you  a  copy  of  General  Ransom's  report  of  the 
taking  of  Aransas. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 
Commande7\ 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Wmt  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron., 

U.  S.  F'higship  P&nsarola,  New  Orleans,  La. 

*  See  p.  681. 
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Letter  from.  Coni^nodore  Bell^  U.  S.  NoAyy^  to  Major-  General  Banks^ 

U.  S.  Army^  acknowledging  com7numcation. 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
OffNeio  Orleam,  December  26,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  to-day. 

I  have  had  information  of  the  schooners  referred  to  and  have  dis- 
patched boats  to  seize  them,  if  they  have  not  already  made  their  escape. 
I  am  your  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Comina^idingWest  Gxdf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Major-General  Nathaniel  P.  Banks, 

CoHDiiander  in  Chiefs  Department  of  the  Gulf,  New  Orleans. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear- Admiral  Farragut^ 
U.  S.  Nany^  transmittina  information  from  Rear- Admiral  Porter^ 
U.  S.  Navy^  regarding  Vonfederate  vessels  under  construction  near 
Moiile. 

Navy  Department,  Decemier  26^  1863. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  copy  of  a  dispatch 
dated  the  16th  instant,  from  Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  JPorter,  in  referencjB 
to  the  building  of  rebel  gunboats  in  the  vicinity  of  Mobile,  Ala. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Neio  Ym*k. 

[Enclosure.] 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flagship  Black  Hawk, 

Cairo,  Decemhet*  16,  1863. 

Sir:  From  a  refugee  by  the  name  of  I.  S.  Turner,  who  escaped  from 
Mobile,  Ala.,  I  learn  the  following  particulars  in  relation  to  the  rebel 
gunboats  now  building  in  that  vicinity.  Mr.  Turner  was  at  one  time 
engaged  at  work  on  some  of  these  vessels. 

The  Nashville,  building  at  Montgomery,  Ala.,  is  an  ironclad— the 
iron  5  inches  in  thickness — 275  feet  long,  63  feet  beam;  carries  sixteen 
guns — six  broadside,  two  forward,  and  two  aft.  This  vessel  draws  11 
reet  of  water,  and  is  not  intended  to  go  to  sea. 

The  Tennessee,  building  at  Selma,  Ala.,  is  an  ironclad,  the  iron  4 
inches  in  thickness,  with  compressed  cotton  between  her  timbers;  197 
feet  long,  40  feet  beam.  She  carries  eight  guns — four  rifles,  and  four 
smoothbore  64-pounders. 

The  speed  of  the  Nashville  and  Tennessee  in  the  Alabama  River  was 
about  six  or  eight  miles  per  hour. 

Besides  the  above,  there  are  four  steam  batteries  building,  carrying 
four  guns  each,  plated  with  railroad  iron;  also  four  floating  batteries, 
carrymg  two  guns  each,  plated  with  railroad  iron,  and  made  for  the 
purpose  of  anchoring  in  the  harbor. 
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A  ram  is  building,  clad  with  sheet  iron,  carries  six  guns  (248  and  328); 
speed  about  four  miles,  said  to  be  an  inferior  boat. 

The  Gaines^  M(yi'gan^  and  Florida  are  not  ironclad.  They  are 
intended  for  sea  service,  are  schooner-rigged,  and  carry  two  32-pound- 
ers  and  six  24- pounders.  Captain  McBlair  commands  the  &aine9^ 
Captain  Gift  commands  the  Morgan^  and  Captain  Hays  commands  the 
Ftorida, 

There  are  also  building  on  the  Tombigbee  River,  two  gunboats,  180 
feet  keel,  38  feet  beam,  carrying  eight  guns  each. 

A  wooden  gunboat  called  tlie  General  Beauregard  carries  four 
guns,  and  is  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Milligan. 

I  iiave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear  AdmirtU. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washiirgt^m^  D.  C, 


Repoi't  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Greene^  U.  S.  Navy^  referring  to  the 

Confederate  ram  fleet  at  Mobile, 

IJ.  S.  Ship  Vincennes,  December  26^  1863. 

Sir:  I  enclose  two   letters*  addressed   to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Bigelow,  which  will  explain  themselves,  for  3  our  decision. 

The  letter  to  you  from  me  in  relation  to  the  mm  fleet  at  Mobile 
])eing  organized,  to  come  out  on  Christmas  eve,  could  not  be  sent  for 
lack  of  means;  but  as  they  have  not  made  their  appearance  they  (if 
there  was  anv  truth  in  the  report)  may  have  }>een  kept  back  by  bad 
weather.  I  heard  heavy  tiring  up  the  sound  (probably  off  Mobile)  on 
the  forenoon  of  the  24th  instant,  but  think  it  was  only  the  Coloi'ado 
tiring  the  old  charges  out  of  her  guns,  in  anticipation  of  an  attack. 
No  further  reports  in  relation  to  the  affair  have  reached  me. 
Respectfully, 

C.  H.  Greene, 
Lieuten  ant-  Coniniandet*, 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Western  G^df  Blockdg.  Squadj^tm ^  Nev?  Ou'ltans, 


Order  of  Commodore  Bell,,  TL  S,  Navy^  to  Act  in//  Master  Hamilton. 
LL  S,  Navy^  commanding  U,  S,  S,  Commodore ,^  to  cooperate  with 
army  forces  at  Lakeport^  La, 

U.  S.  S.  Pensacola, 
OffNeio  Orleans,  December  ^8,  1863, 

Sir:  Take  in  coals  without  delay  and  proceed  in  the  Commodore  to 
Lakepo^t,  [La.J,  and  there  report  to  Colonel  W.  K.  Kimball,  Twelfth 
Maine  Volunteers,  to  accompany  him  across  the  lake.  You  will  please 
give  him  hearty  cooperation  in  the  military  enterprises  upon  which 
he  may  be  engaged  in  that  quarter.  You  will,  however,  exercise  your 
own  judgment  as  to  the  practicability  of  the  enterprises  that  may  be 
suggested  to  you;  and  you  will  be  careful  not  to  ascend  any  of  the 

*  Not  found. 
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rivers  above  the  bluffs  unattended  by  troops,  and  to  guard  against 
ambushes.     You  will  render  a  written  report  of  all  that  the  Commodore 
may  be  engaged  in. 
Respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 

Commxxiore. 
Acting  Master  J.  R.  Hamilton, 

U.  S,  S.  Comtnodore^  New  Basin^  New  Orlecma. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Thatcher^  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Jenkins^ 
U.  S.  Na/vy^  preparatory  to  departure  of  thejorm^rfor  the  North. 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado,  Becernher  29^  1863. 

My  Dear  Captain:  I  have  just  received  3'^ours  of  this  morning,  and 
with  regard  to  the  subject-matter  thereof  1  fully  concur  with  you  that 
the  R,  {Richnoiid]  is  not  fit  for  this  blockade  service,  much  less  for 
Texas  or  Charleston  Bar,  and  having  no  doubt  but  the  admiral  will 
touch  off  here  and  that  I  shall  see  him,  I  shall  make  it  a  point  to  dwell 
upon  the  unfitness  of  your  vessel  for  the  work  given  her  to  do.  As  1 
have  been  a  daily  witness  ot  her  capers  for  so  long  a  time  I  am  fully 
satisfied.  Should  I  not  see  the  admiral  before  leaving,  I  will  write 
fully  to  Bell  on  this  matter,  as  you  suggest,  and  use  my  best  efforts 
for  your  relief.  Your  only  play  would  be  to  act  as  a  ram  in  a  seaway, 
for  1  don't  believe  it  would  be  safe  to  cast  loose  your  guns  in  such 
weather  as  we  have  lately  had. 

I  thought  the  Lackawanna  bad  enough  at  rolling,  but  your  vessel 
beats  anything  in  that  line  that  I  have  ever  seen,  and  I  must  say  that 
I  have  experienced  some  heavy  rolling  in  my  day. 

My  first  lieutenant  is  at  New  Orleans  with  my  dispatches,  I  trust, 
before  this,  aod  I  shall  look  for  the  draft  of  men  from  New  Orleans 
about  Thursday.  I  have  at  least  100  tons  of  powder,  shot,  shell,  can- 
ister, and  grape  to  send  back  in  her,  besides  men  and  their  effects, 
which  I  fear  the  transport  can  not  carry  at  a  single  trip.  Therefore 
it  may  bo  ten  days  before  I  can  be  ready  to  depart  hence,  but  as  I  am 
given  till  February  1  to  reach  a  Northern  port,  it  is  not  of  much  con- 
sequence particularly  to  me,  for  I  can  not  remember  any  sea  command 
now  about  ready  for  me  on  my  arrival,  and  idleness  at  this  time  would 
be  of  all  things  the  most  irksome. 

As  to  your  pilot,  although  I  do  not  l^elieve  that  he  knows  anything 
of  either  this  coast  or  that  of  the  Atlantic,  yet  I  think  it  the  cheapest 
way  to  send  him  North  to  be  discharged  from  service  rather  than  to 
keep  him  here  at  $100  per  month,  rendering  no  service  whatever.  I 
have  hero  a  pilot  who  knows  the  coast  from  Pensacola  to  Texas;  an 
old  fisherman  by  name  of  Freeman;  a  Dutchman,  I  should  say,  bv  birth. 
He  is  re8pocta})lo  and  will  be  useful,  as  he  knows  all  about  this  bar, 
and  also  all  about  the  approaches  to  New  Orleans.     You  can,  if  you 

F lease,  recoivo  him  in  place  of  your  man,  and  if  this  is  your  pleasure 
will  cause  the  man  Freeman  to  be  sent  to  you  before  I  go  North. 
Your  executive  ofllicer  has  just  called  to  ask  if  I  can  fill  up  your 
deficiencies.  In  reply  1  told  him  I  would  write  you.  Commodore 
Bell  says:  "  Make  tne  exchanges  for  men  whose  terms  have  expired, 
but  do  not  fill  deficiencies."  Now  if  you  were  to  write  him  ror  14 
men  to  fill  your  vacancies,  he  might  give  the  order. 
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Thanks  for  your  kind  remarks  and  wishes  for  me  and  mine.  1  also 
wish  you  many  prosperous  returns  of  the  happy  new  year  and  a  speedy 
return  to  your  own  family,  with  an  end  to  this  sad  struggle  for  national 
existence.  Could  I  only  have  seen  the  stars  and  stripes  flying  from 
these  fortifications  before  leaving  the  station  I  should  go  with  satisfac- 
tion, but  now  I  do  not. 
Picket  as  usual. 

1  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

H.  K.  Thatcher. 
[Capt.  T.  A.  Jenkins, 

U.  /S.  S,  Richmond,^ 

P.  S. — Command  me  in  anything  and  everything  I  can  do  for  you 
at  homo. 


Order  of  Cotnmodore  Bell^  U,   S.  Navy^  to  Lieutenant- Covnnander 
Morrh^  U,  S.  JVaui/^  command in<f  IL  S.  S.  Port  Royal. 

U.  S.  8.  Pensacola, 

Off  Neio  Orleans,  I)e€end)er  29,  ISSS. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  Port  Royal  is  readv  for  sea  you  will  proceed  to 
Mobile  Bar  and  report  to  Commodore  ftenry  K.  Thatcher,  U.  S.  S. 
Colorado,  for  duty  on  blockade  there. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Cmamodryre,  Command hig  West  G id f  Blockading  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  U.  Morris, 

(hmmandinxj  V,  S,  Gunhoat  Port  Royal,  New  Orleans, 


Report  of  Captain  GHUs^  U,  *S\  Nary^  regarding  rarioufi  matters  per- 
taining to  the  Texas  h/orkade, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Ossipke, 

Of  Galeeston,  DeCind>er  20,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  several  communications  by  the  Esirella  were  received. 
I  have  dispatched  her  to  Pass  ('avallo  with  mails,  etc.,  and  the  Kitta- 
tinny  leaves  for  New  Orleans,  as  you  direct.  One  of  her  officers  (Act- 
ing Ensijjn  Jackson)  is  now  on  board  the  IF!  G,  Anderson,  ordered 
there  a  short  time  since  on  temporary  dut}-,  undei*  the  impression  the 
efficiencv  of  the  Kittatinnu  would  be  benefited  therebv.  I  will  send 
him  to  rejoin  her  the  first  opportunity. 

Some  sick  are  sent  to  New  Orleans.  Medical  surveys,  sick  ticket^, 
account^,  etc.,  forwarded  herewith. 

As  mentioned  some  time  since,  we  are  without  coals,  except  a  small 
quantity  on  board  of  different  vessels;  hourly  expecting  a  supply. 

We  have  had  no  dispatch  vessel  here  hitely.  Army  awaiting  rein- 
forcements, etc. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  p.  Gillis, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer, 
Second  Die,  Wt'}<t  Gulf  Blod'dg,  Sguadron^  CoaM  of  Texas. 

Commodore  II.  H.  Bell, 

Coimnanding  West  Gulf  Bli*ckading  Squadron,  Naw  Orleans. 


WE8T   GULF   BLOCKADING    SQUADRON.  741 

H.  B.  M.  S.  Lily  came  to  this  anchorage  with  a  request  to  be  per- 
mitted to  communicate  with  their  consul  at  Galveston,  which  was 
granted.     She  left  yesterday  for  the  Rio  Grande  and  Vera  Cruz. 

The  sick  tickets  mentioned  are  sent  with  accounts.  The  late  master 
of  prize  schooner  Bona  Lee  {Rosalie)  is  represented  by  Acting  Master 
Sevburn  as  a  fit  subject  for  a  Northern  prison. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Henry's  report  of  burning  [of]  schooner 
Rosalie  enclosed.  31st. — No  coal  vessels  yet.  All  our  vessels  require 
replenishing  with  coals;  some  out.  For  two  or  three  days  past  we 
have  had  very  bad  weather  from  southward  and  eastward.  The  Ossi- 
pee  has  lost  another  port. 

Combined  operations  in  Matagorda  Bay^  December  29  to  31^  1863, 

Beport  of  Commodore  BeU,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  of  Commander  Strong,  U.  ft. 

Navy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Pensacola, 
Off  Ne\o  Orleans^  La,^  January  9,  1864, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  two  reports  from  Com- 
mander James  H.  Strong,  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela^  narrating  some  recent 
operations  of  the  gunboats  in  concert  with  the  troops  at  Mataj^orda 
Bay.  This  is  the  latest  information  I  have  from  the  coast  of  Texas, 
acquainting  the  Department  with  the  situation  of  affairs  in  that  quarter. 
The  rebel  gunboat  destroyed  was  in  Matagorda  Bay,  and  they  have 
but  two  others  there.  The^Estrell^,,  drawing  6  feet  water,  was  recently 
sent  there  for  service  on  the  interior  waters,  and  appears  to  have 
arrived  in  time  to  be  serviceable. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Cojnd{f.  West  Gvlf  Bl-ocJcading  Squadron  jrro  tern, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Wa^ihiiigton, 


Beport  of  Commander  Strong,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 

Off  Pass  Cavalh,  Tex.,  December  28,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  return  to  this  place  from  the 
Rio  Gratido. 

On  my  arrival  at  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  25th  instant,  I  found  the 
gunboat  Penobscot  there,  she  having  been  sent  down  by  Captain  Gillis 
to  take  a  messenger.  I  found  some  60  vessels  anchored  in  Mexican 
waters,  4  steamers  among  them. 

It  seems  tlmt  a  large  trade  is  still  carried  on  there.  Cargoes  going 
in  are  taken  up  on  the  Mexican  side  above  our  line  of  pickets  ana  then 
carried  across  the  river.     Cotton  is  brought  down  in  the  same  way. 

On  Christmiis  eve  there  seemed  to  be  almost  a  universal  singing  of 
Confederate  songs,  firing  guns,  cheering  for  the  rebels,  etc.,  among 
the  shipping.     It  was  kept  up  nearly  all  night. 

I  unaorstood  that  only  a  few  days  ago  a  cargo  of  army  wagons  was 
landed  there  direct  from  New  York  and  cleared  from  the  custom-house 
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at  New  York.     They  were  undoubtedly  for  the  rebels;  though  nominally 
for  the  Mexican  market. 

The  army  expedition  to  Indianola  and  Lavaca  was  succesisful.  The 
army  now  occupies  both  places. 

General  Washburn  is  now  waiting  for  reinforcements  and  orders  to 
move  on. 

At  the  mouth  of  the  Brazos  River  the  rebels  have  a  fort  mounting 
at  least  20  guns,  so  we  learn  from  deserters  and  a  partial  reconnois- 
sance;  13  guns  facing  the  sea,  some  of  them  heavy  guns.  Deserters 
also  report  that  the  rebels  are  removing  guns  from  Galveston  and 
taking  them  to  Houston. 

The  boilers  of  this  ship  are  in  need  of  repairs.  I  have  been  obliged 
to  haul  fires  three  timers  (twice  from  one  boiler  and  once  from  the 
other)  since  coaling  at  Gralveston.  I  shall  enclose  the  engineer's  report 
to  the  fleet  engineer  to  you.  The  ship  also  requires  calking  and  other 
repairs. 

At  the  request  of  General  Washburn  I  have  sent  the  Oranite  City 
up  the  peninsula  with  General  Ransom  and  100  troops  on  board,  to 
cut  oH  rebel  pickets.  The  Sclofa  was  directed  to  accompany  her  and 
assist  in  landing  the  troops  and  then  proceed  to  Galveston. 

The  Brazos  Kiver  is  now  the  only  point  on  this  coast  from  Galves- 
ton down  where  blockade  runners  can  get  out  or  in,  and  1  have  heard 
of  none  attempting  it  there  for  some  weeks  past. 

The  bark  And^pson  left  here  to-day;  she  has  received  her  new 
captain  on  board. 

During  my  absence  (ieneral  Washburn  loaned  a  rifled  30-pounder 
Parrott  to  the  Granite  City;  it  is  mounted  on  the  upper  deck  forward. 
The  general  had  two  of  them  brought  up  from  Aransas;  one  was  left 
on  the  schooner  that  brought  them  up,  and  I  understand  that  in  the 
last  gale,  three  or  four  day  since,  the  schooner  got  adrift  in  the  night 
and  has  not  been  seen  since.     There  was  no  person  on  board. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong, 

dnnmander. 

Commodore  H.  11.  Bell, 

Corndfj,  West  Gulf  Blockdg,  Squadron^  Nein  (Meann^  La. 


Second  report  of  Commander  Strong,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Monongahela, 

Off  Pass  Cavallo^  Tex.^  January  i,  I86I1,. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  the  reconnoissance 
which  I  mentioned  in  mv  communication  of  the  28th  Deceml)er  as 
about  to  be  made  b}^  the  Graikite  City  and  Sr.lota  for  the  general  was 
made  the  next  day  and  the  troops  landed. 

At  half  pa.st  8  in  the  morning  of  the  30th  ultimo  the  Granite  City 
came  down  to  me  and  reported  that  the  troops  were  landed  the  day 
before  in  the  morning,  and  that  the  Sciota  went  up  with  General 
Ransom  to  reconnoiter  at  the  mouth  of  Brazos  River,  leaving  the 
Granite  City  to  protect  the  troops  till  she  should  return.  During  the 
day,  both  in  the  morning  and  afternoon,  the  troops  were  attacked  by 
a  large  force  of  cavalry,  800  or  1,000  of  them,  but  were  defended  by 
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the  Oranite  Clty^  she  firing  140  rounds  before  the  enemy  was  driven 
off.  At  9  p.  m.  she  left  the  Sciota  to  cover  the  troops  until  she  could 
come  down  to  me  for  apssistance.  I  got  underway  immediately  with 
the  Granite  City  and  the  Penobscot^  which  was  anchored  near  me  at 
the  time,  and  went  up  to  render  as  much  assistance  as  possible. 

While  steaming  up  there  came  on  a  fog  so  dense  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  see  a  cable's  length,  so  we  ran  the  distance  and  came  to  anchor 
to  wait  for  it  to  clear  awaj'. 

I  happened  to  fall  in  with  the  gunboat  Estrdla  a  short  time  before 
we  came  to  anchor. 

I  sent  the  Granite  City  in  to  reconnoiter  and  find  the  Sciota,  In  a 
short  time  she  returned  and  reported  that  the  troops  were  still  safe, 
but  that  the  cavalry  had  made  several  attacks  during  the  night.  The 
Sciota  anchored  close  in  to  the  breakers,  and  by  shelling  on  either 
side  of  the  troops  kept  the  enemy  off. 

As  soon  as  it  was  possible  to  see,  I  went  in  with  the  Penobscot. 
Granite  City^  and  Estrella^  and  found  that  after  the  Granite  City  haa 
come  out  to  me,  a  rebel  steamer  on  the  inside  came  close  and  shelled 
our  troops  out  of  their  position,  forcing  them  to  retreat  down  the 
beach.  1  then  sent  the  Sciota^  Granite  City^  and  Est/reUa  in  close  to 
the  shore  to  protect  the  troops  through  the  night,  and  as  it  was  nearly 
dark  I  came  to  anchor  there,  so  as  to  destroy  the  rebel  steamer  in  the 
morning  if  the  weather  would  permit. 

During  the  night  a  norther  came  on,  and  in  the  morning  the  rebel 
steamer  was  ashore,  probably  driven  on  by  the  gale,  but  the  weather 
would  not  admit  of  getting  underway  to  destroy  her  at  any  time  during 
the  day. 

This  morning  there  was  a  dense  fog,  and  as  soon  as  it  cleared  away 
I  steamed  in  and  found  that  the  steamer  had  been  destroyed  by  fire. 
I  threw  a  200-pounder  rifle  shell  at  the  wreck  to  ascertain  if  any  per- 
sons were  still  remaining  about  there,  and  then  returned  to  Pass 
Cavallo  and  found  that  the  Sciota^  Granite  City^  and  Estrella^  having 
succeeded  in  getting  the  troops  on  board  had  brought  them  here. 

After  having  seen  all  safe  above,  I  sent  the  Penobscot  to  Galveston 
to  report  to  Captain  Gillis. 

The  leaks  in  my  boilers  increase,  and  I  am  now  obliged  to  haul  fires 
from  both  to  make  repairs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Strong. 

Commander, 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comd<j,  West  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron^  New  Orleans^  La, 


Beport  of  Lientenant-Ccmmander  Perkins,  U.  S.  Navy,  oommanding  U.  B.  B.  Beiota. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Sciota, 
Off  Galveston^  January  3^  186^, 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  16th  ultimo,  I  proceeded  to 
the  Rio  Gninde,  arrived  there  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  December, 
and  boarded  the  brig  Pennima/t^  from  New  York,  under  English  col- 
ois,  and  anchored  in  our  waters.  She  had  an  assorted  cargo.  The 
captain  being  at  Matamoras  with  all  the  papers,  I  sent  an  oflScer  to 
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Matamoras  to  communicate  with  our  consul  and  ascertain  if  the  brig-'s 
papers  wcro  correct.  The  officer  rptunied  fiie  following-  da.v  and 
stated  that  the  consul  had  certified  that  the  brig  and  her  pajieiti  were 
correct. 

Left  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  evening  of  the  2l3t  iniitaut,  and  arrived 
at  Paas  Oavallo  the  next  day  and  reported  to  Captain  Strong  for  duty. 
December  iJ8, 1  received  orders  from  Captain  Strong  to  proceed  up  the 
coast  about  30  miles  in  company  with  the  Granite  City,  which  hnd  on 
lK>ard  a  hundi-ed  troops,  and  assist  in  landing  them,  then  prcK;t^>L'ded 
with  General  Ransom  on  board  for  the  purpose  of  rewnnoitering  the 
coast  as  far  as  Brazos  River.  At  12  o'clock  that  night  I  got  under- 
way, and  assisted  in  landing  the  troops  at  Smith's  Landing  tho  next 
morning,  and  then  proceeded  up  the  coast,  and  when  off  San  Bernard 
River  discovered  tiiat  the  enemy  had  two  or  three  thousand  men  at 
worii  throwing  up  breastworks  on  the  northern  bank  of  tlie  river. 
I  iired  a  few  ehella  and  dispersed  them.  On  arriving  at  the  Brazoa 
River,  found  two  forts,  one  on  each  side  of  the  river,  mounting  seven 
guns;  breastworks  thrown  up  intherearof  the  fort^,  and  large  numbere 
of  troops  at  work  upon  them.  Fired  several  shots  at  the  works.  At 
5  p.  m.  returned  to  Smith's  Landing,  arriving  there  about  S  o'clock. 
Captain  I^amson,  of  the  Gmnite  City,  reported  that  our  troops  had 
l>een  attacked  by  about  800  rebel  cavalry,  and  that  our  troops  had 
intrenched  themselves  behind  logs  of  wood,  and  at  sundown,  with  his 
assistance  had  succeeded  in  keeping  them  in  check.  The  Granite  City 
having  used  up  all  of  her  ammunition,  I  sent  Captain  IjimBon  to  report 
to  Captain  Strong  and  get  his  assistance.  Owmg  to  a  heavy  swell  1 
was  unable  to  coninuinicato  with  or  get  the  troops  off,  I  anchored  tm 
near  to  them  as  possible,  and  as  they  were  continually  nttaciced,  I  wua 
obliged  to  keep  up  a  constant  fire  all  night  On  the  following  mo 
ing,  there  being  a  heavy  fog,  we  were  unable  to  see  our  troops  tii 

about  10  o'clock,  and  at  the  same  time  discovered  a  reljel  steamer 

the  opposite  side  of  the  peninsula,  apparently  landing  troops.  I 
opened  lire  upon  her  with  my  rifle,  and  compelled  her  to  chauge  her 
position,  she  going  farther  from  us  and  opening  tire  with  her  guns 
upon  our  troops,  obliging  them  to  abandon  their  breast  work  and  to  pro- 
ceed down  the  coast,  we  convoying  them  until  dark,  when  hising  sight 
of  them,  wo  anchored. 

During  the  night  the  wind  changed  to  the  northward,  and   in  the 
morning,  the  swell  having  gone  down,  we  proceeded  down  the  w 
and  when  aliout  15  miles  from  Pass  Cavallo,  overtook  our  troops. 

We  emliarked  tliem,  and  at  7  o'clock  anchored  ofl'  Pass  Can 
The  following  afternoon  I  sent  the  troops  back  to  their  camp  by 
(TTunii'i  City. 

On  the  1st  instant,  whilst  getting  underway  in  a  heavj'  gale,  I  bi  . 
the  cast-iron  luck  of  capstan,  and  lost  my  starboard  anchor  with 
fathoms  of  chain.  I  (communicated  with  (Japtain  Strong,  who  ord) 
me  to  return  here  and  report  to  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  ol>edient  servant, 

[George  11.  Perktms,] 
Liindetiant-  Cotnmanderi 


troD^I 


Captain  John  P.  (iii.Lis, 

Cammandiny  U.  S.  Niti 


('«,  Coa»f  of  Tehran. 
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AbstTBcl  log  or  the  D 

Uwember  30,  J863.~~ At  anchor  off  Pas«  Cavallo,  Texas.  At  4  a.  tii. 
gpt  underway  and  stood  to  the  northward  and  eastward.  At  11  the 
Granite  City  got  underway  and  went  in  toward  the  shore.  At  3  the 
Granite  City  returned  and  came  U>  anchor.  At  3:30  made  general 
signal,  boat  code,  when  all  the  other  vessels  got  underway,  wnen  we 
made  signal.     At  4r:2U  p.  ni.  came  to  anchor. 

Deivmbf^  -J/.^At  7  a.  m,  saw  a  rebel  steamer  ashore  in  Matagorda 
Bay.  At  8  the  Sclota  got  underway  and  stood  inshore.  At  8:30  the 
Ei>treUa  got  underway  and  followed  the  Sciota.  At  8:05  both  gun- 
boats opened  (ire  on  the  rebel  steamer.  At  9:30  hove  up  port  anchor. 
At  11  tue  iSciota  ceased  tiring  and  stood  to  the  southward  and  west- 
waiil.  KittrelUt  continued  tirmg  slowly  at  the  steamer.  At  12:40 
p.  m,  the  EKtrifU't  got  underway  and  stood  along  the  coast.  Scifta  out 
of  sight.  At  :i:;ili  the  Entrella  out  of  sight  to  southward  and  westward. 
At  K:3()  a  large  fire  began  in  the  direction  of  the  rebel  steamer  and 
continued  burning  until  11:30  p.  m. 


AbitTBCt  log  of  tbe  U.  i 


Deceiuhcril8,lS63.—OS  Pass  Cavallo,  Tex,  At  4t30  p.  m.  the 
Granite  City  came  out  over  the  bar  with  troops. 

Decemher  2S. — At  12  a.  m.  got  underway.  At  5  a.  m.  lowered  boata 
to  land  troops  from  the  Granite  City,  At  11;45  a.  m.  saw  two  or 
three  thousand  of  the  enemy's  troops  throwing  up  fort iticat ions. 
Fired  several  shell  from  rifle  and  Xl-inch  gun  and  dispersed  them. 
Also  fired  several  times  at  trains  of  bagmge  wagons  going  up  the 
coast.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.  weather  b.  c,  wind  E.  bv  S.  Heavy 
swell  from  southward  and  eastward.  At  12:15  p.  m.  off  firazos  River; 
discovered  that  the  enemy  had  two  forts,  one  on  each  side  of  the  river, 
mounting  seven  guns,  and  a  large  number  of  troops  throwing  up 
breastworks  in  the  rear  of  the  forts.  Also  for  2  miles  almve  the  forts 
large  encampment  of  troops.  Fired  several  shells  at  the  forts,  but 
received  no  reply.  At  3:35  p.  m.  stood  to  the  southward.  At  8:10 
p.  m,  anchored  with  starboard  anchor.  At  8:20  boarded  the  Granite 
City  and  learned  that  our  troops  had  been  attacked  bv  rebel  cavalry, 
that  she  hod  shelled  and  dispersed  them,  and  at  sundown  our  troops 
had  fortified  themselves.  At  9,  the  Gnmite  City  having  tired  all  her 
ammunition,  got  underway  and  stood  to  the  southward.     At  11:45 

g.  m.,  our  troops  being  again  attacked,  slipped  our  chain  and  opened 
re  with  all  our  battery,  keeping  up  a  constant  fire. 
Deemnher  30. — At  3:30  a.  m.  ancuored  in  4  fathoms,  veering  to  25. 
Heavy  sea  setting  in  from  southward.  Ship  rolling  heavily  and  not 
able  to  use  tbe  Xl-inch  gun.  Transported  tne  howitzers  to  the  stern 
ports  and  kept  up  a  constant  fire  for  the  rest  of  the  watch.  At  8:50 
got  underway  ana  stood  out  to  4i  fathoms  water.  At  10:20  came  to 
anchor.  Saw  a  sail  to  the  S.  W.  Weather  thick  and  foggy.  Dis- 
covered our  troops  and  a  rebel  steamer  inside  the  peninsula.  From 
meridiiin  to  4  p.  ni.,  thick  and  hazv,  with  passing  showers  of  rain. 
At  1  p.  m.  the  Oninlte  City  arrived;  communicated  with  her,  and  she 
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stood  to  the  southward.  At  1:30  p.  m.  got  underway,  went  to  quar- 
ters, commenced  shelling  the  rebel  steamer,  which  haa  the  appearance 
of  attempting  to  land  troops.  Drove  her  from  her  position  and  out 
of  range,  she  opening  on  our  troops  with  two  guns,  driving  them  from 
their  breastworks,  and  they  proceeding  down  the  coast,  we  convoying 
them.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.,  sails  in  sight.  Proved  to  be  the  Mononga- 
Itela^  Penobscot^  Estrella^  and  Granite  City,  At  4:15  stood  out  and 
spoke  the  Granite  City  and  Mfmoiigahda.  At  5:20  p.  m.  ran  down 
the  coast  about  2  miles  and  came  to  anchor. 

December*  31, — From  4  to  8  a.  m:  Discovered  three  rebel  steamers 
ashore  inside  the  buoy.  Called  all  hands  up  anchor.  At  8:15  a.  m. 
got  underway  and  i*an  inshore.  At  8:45  came  to  anchor  in  2i  fathoms 
water,  with  starboard  anchor.  At  9,  commenced  shelling  three  rebel 
steamboats.  At  10,  ceased  firing  and  got  underway  and  steamed  down 
the  coast.  At  2:30  p.  m.  saw  the  troops  on  shore;  ran  into  2i  fathoms 
and  came  to  anchor  with  starboard  anchor,  lowered  all  boats,  and 
transferred  soldiers  to  the  ship.  At  3:30,  gunboat  Estrell<i  in  sight 
coming  down  the  coast.  At  4:15  p.  m.  hoisted  all  boats,  called  all 
hands  up  anchor,  carried  away  the  capstjin,  parted  the  chain  at  42 
fathoms,  and  lost  the  anchor  and  chain.  Proceeded  down  the  coast. 
Spoke  the  Granite  City,     At  7  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Pass  Cavallo, 


Beport  of  M^jor-Oeneral  Waihbnm,  U.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Fort  Esperanza^  7J<r.,  January  i,  186 J^^ 

General:  *  *  *  On  the  night  of  the  28th  I  sent  100  infantry  up 
on  the  outside,  on  the  gunboat  Granite  City,,  which  was  accompanied 
by  the  gunboat  Sciota,,  with  instructions  to  land  near  the  head  of  the 
peninsula  and  march  down  under  cover  of  the  gunboats,  while  at  the 
same  time  I  sent  all  of  my  mounted  men,  50  in  number,  up  the  penin- 
sula. My  object  was  to  capture  the  pickets  which  the  enemy  are 
known  to  keep  on  the  penuisula,  and  drive  in  cattle  to  supply  the 
army.  I  have  information  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  charged  down 
the  peninsula  1,000  strong  and  overtook  them  about  15  miles  down. 
My  men  gave  battle  and  with  the  boats  repulsed  the  enemy.  As  soon 
as  the  party  returns  you  shall  have  an  official  report  of  the  affair. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  Washburn,     -^ 
Major-  Genei^al. 
Major-General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Departrnent  of  the  Gulf, 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hesseltine,  U.  B.  Army. 

Fort  Esperanza,  Tex.,  Jamuaynj  7,  186^. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  received  through  you  from  the  major-geneml  command- 
ing coast  expedition,  I  embarked  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  ultimo 
with  100  nen  of  my  regiment  on  the  gunboat  Granite  City,^  and  pro- 
ceeded that  night  outside  of  Matagorda  Peninsula  to  a  point  7  miles 
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from  the  heed  of  it.  In  the  morning  we  landed  in  small  boats  throngli 
the  surf  on  a  rGconaoissance,  intending  to  return  on  board  when  our 
object  was  obtained,  but  shortly  after  our  debarkation  the  surf  was  so 
increased  by  a  strong  southerly  wind  as  to  cut  off  all  communication 
with  the  gunboat. 

A  detachment  under  Lieutenant  Ham  having  returned  from  a  scout 
up  the  peninsulft,  I  deployed  a  line  of  skirmishers  nearly  across,  and 
moved  down  under  convoy  of  the  Granite  C/'ti/,  driving  back  the 
rel>el  pickets  cut  off  by  our  line.  Our  progress  was  so  impeded  on 
the  right  by  bayous  from  the  lake  that  oy  2  p.  ni.  we  had  advanced 
but  7  or  1^  miles,  and  were  obliged  to  shorten  ttie  line  of  skirmishei's. 
At  this  time  1  was  warned  by  the  whistle  of  our  convoy,  and  then 
shell  from  her  30-pounder  Parrott,  of  an  enemy  in  the  rear.  Soon, 
by  the  aid  of  my  glass,  I  was  able  to  discern  toe  head  of  a  body  of 
cavalry  moving  down  the  peninsula.  Under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  gun- 
Imat  tbeir  line  stretched  steadily  toward  us,  and,  without  seeing  the 
last  of  it.I  made  outaforeeoffrom800tol,000eavalry.  •  *  *  In 
half  an  hour  their  skirmishers  were  swarming  close  up  to  mine,  slightly 
heeding  the  shell  and  shrapnel  which,  by  reason  of  the  heavy  sea,  only 
now  and  then  emptied  a  saddle  for  them.  *  •  *  Hastily  commu- 
nicating to  the  officers  my  plan  to  throw  up,  from  the  drift,  branches, 
logs,  and  stumps  a  barricade,  first  a  face  bo  the  enemy  and  then  on 
each  flank,  1  wneeled  the  company  in  on  the  t>each.  As  if  by  magic, 
ani  while  the  enemy  were  forming  their  line  for  attack,  there  arose 
with  gnarled  roots  and  branches  projecting,  a  rough,  ugly-looking 
redan,  its  jjtm  coupe  on  a  sand  ridge,  its  gorge  out  in  the  surf. 

They  formed,  advanced,  hesitated,  halted;  a  party  rode  up  to  reeon- 
noiter,  aud  rode  back  with  Mini4  balls  to  report.  •  *  •  While 
they  deliberated  darkness  came  with  a  heavy  mist.  For  a  ruse  or 
threat,  we  sung  out  three  hearty  cheers  and  a  "tiger."  Two  fires  on 
each  flank  gave  our  position  to  the  gunboat  Sciota,  which  came  in  from 
a  reconnoissance  up  the  coast.  The  Granite  City  goes  to  send  reinforce- 
ments. With  the  expectation  of  an  attack  the  men  were  kept  at  the 
barricade  all  night.  •  •  "  goon  after  midnight  the  picket  fired, 
and  ran  in  to  report  a  strong  body  moving  to  the  left,  on  to  the  beach. 
This  force  came  up,  but  a  sharp  hre  sent  them  to  the  rear,  as  the  gun- 
boat Sciutii,  which  had  slipped  her  anchor,  ran  round  and  poured  in  a 
broadside.     They  retired  for  the  night. 

The  morning  was  very  foggy.  •  •  •  gy  noon  it  cleared  away, 
and  the  rebel  gunboat  John  J^.  Can-  ran  down  inside,  opposite  our 
work,  and  commenced  shelling  it  with  her  20-pounder  Parrott,  making 
some  very  good  shots,  but  injuring  no  one. 

At  3  p.  m.,  the  men  being  without  food  and  water,  the  gunboata 
expected  to  come  to  our  relief  having  failed,  by  reason  of  the  fog,  to 
find  us.  and  concluding  that  the  enemy  had  driven  back  our  reinforce- 
ments, after  some  hesitation  we  moved  secretly  out  to  cut  our  way  down 
the  peninsula.  The  rebel  gunboat  shelled  the  abandoned  work,  aud,  as 
they  repoi't  from  the  Sdota,  kept  back  a  body  of  their  own  cavalry. 
Our  advance  skirmishers  drove  before  us  a  few  of  the  enemy's 
scouts.  Night  came  with  a  heavy  fog,  and  we  advanced  cautiously. 
At  10  p.  m.  the  severest  norther  of  the  winter  atru'^k  us.  At  1  a.  m. 
bivouacked  for  the  ni^ht.  The  next  day,  at  2  p.  ni.,  20  miles  below 
our  work,  we  were  discovered -from  the  Sriotu  and  with  great  diffi- 
culty taken  on  board. 
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On  the  march  the  .sick  and  exhausted  soldiers  had  been  nobly  aided 
by  their  conirado.s,  so  that  not  a  man,  musket,  or  equipment  was  left 
for  the  enemy.  Tlie  rebel  gunboat  Jolm  F.  Varr  was  driven  ashore 
in  the  norther,  and  Captiun  Stronj^,  of  the  Monongahela^  who  came  to 
relieve  us,  reports  she  was  abandoned  and  destro3'ed.  The  loss  of  this 
boat,  the  information  secured  concerning  the  enemy  and  peninsula, 
already  given  you  verbally,  with  the  lesson  taught  our  enemies,  make 
the  reconnoissance  not  altogether  valueless. 

Captain  [George  II. J  Perkins,  of  the  Scrota^  excited  my  admiration 
by  the  daring  manner  in  which  he  exposed  his  ship  through  the  night 
in  the  surf  till  it  broke  all  about  him,  that  he  mignt,  close  to  us,  lend 
the  moral  force  of  his  Xl-inch  guns  and  howitzers,  and  by  his  gallantry 
in  bringing  us  otf  during  the  gale. 

To  Captain  [Charles  W.]  Lamson,  of  the  Granite  City^  great  credit 
is  due  for  his  exertion  to  retard  and  drive  back  the  enemy.  By  the 
loss  he  inflicted  upon  them  it  is  clear  but  for  the  heavy  sea  he  would 
have  freed  us  from  any  exertion.  Information  comes  in  that  the 
attacking  force  was  Gre(Mi's  cavalry,  and  from  1,2(M)  to  1,500  strong. 
I  have  allowtid  nnself  to  be  too  minute  in  this  report  that  you  may 
understand  exactly  how  100  Y'ankees  baffled,  beat  l)ack,  and  eluded 
so  large  a  body  of  rel)els  and  rebel  gunlK)at  without  loss. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  ivspectf ully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FuxWK  S.  Hesseltine, 
Litfittt  nant-  Cohnwl^  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  T.  E.  G.  Ransom, 

Comdg.  Third  lirig,^  Srcond  I>lr.^  Thtrtrenth  A,  f.. 

Fort  FsHperama^  Tex. 


Report  of  Captain  Turner,  C.  B.  Army. 

llEADgUAKTEKS,  ET(\,  CaMP    WhARTON^ 

DtfcnuhtO'  SO.,  186S — op.  ?n. 

Cai*tain:  1  have  the  honor  to  state  that  on  my  return  from  the 
mouth  of  the  San  Bernard  on  yesterday,  th(»  21»th  instant,  at  (5  p.  ni.,  I 
received  an  oflicial  dispatch  from  Colonel  |A.|  Buchel,  enclosing  a 
report  fiom  the  signal  operator  at  the  mouth  of  the  Can>'.  From  these 
dispatches  it  a])])eanHi  tiiat  the  enemy  had  landed  between  2<)0and30t) 
strong  at  a  [M)int  about  7  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Cany,  on  the 
irulf  shore  of  the  Matajrorda  Peninsula.  Colonel  Buchel  informed  nie 
that  he  had  orden^i  down  |Il.  K.]  Brown's  regiment  and  his  own  with 
the  view  of  exp(»lling  or  capturing  th(*  encMuy's  force.  Thinking  that 
1  might  rea<'h  there  in  tim(»  to  be  of  some  assistanc(»,  I  left  imme<li- 
at(»ly.  On  arriving  at  the  mouth  of  th(»  Cany  we  Icnirned  that  Colonel 
Buchel  with  about  I)<m)  ukmi  of  his  conunand  had  passed  down  the 
beach  about  2  ]).  u\. 

The  enemy  landed  at  7  a.  m.,  a!id  no  information  was  received  by 
Colonel  Buchel  conc(»rning  the  movement  until  vest(M*day  at  about  Ip.  m. 
The  enemy  having  the  start  and  moving  rapidly  down  the  Gulf  shore, 
could  not  be  overtaken  until  (juite  late  in  the  night  (say  !♦  or  10  p.m.), 
when,  halting  under  tin*  protection  of  th(»ir  ships  (three  in  nunilier), 
they  collect^  the  driftwood  and  en»ct(*d  a  hasty  bn»astwork,  behind 
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which  tney  fomiGd  and  cheered  lustily.  Not  ai'riving  in  time,  we  met 
Colonel  Buchel  with  hiscoinmandretiiniiDgaboutlU  miles  up  the  beach 
from  the  point  at  which  the  enemy  had  loctfjed.  He  informed  iis  tliat 
the  enemy  had  availed  himself  of  a  position  having  u  morass  just  in 
his  front  and  large  quantities  of  driftwood  thrown  upon  the.  i<hore 
near  by  as  ii  breastwork.  A  few  shots  were  exchanged,  the  enemy 
firing  several  rounds.  The  numerical  force  of  Colonel  Buchel's  com- 
mand was  small,  many  men  having  fallen  into  the  rear  and  been  lost 
sight  of  by  the  impnicticability  of  portions  of  the  ground  and  having 
broken  down  their  horses  by  the  fatigue  of  the  journey. 

The  enemy's  shipping  hail  shelled  them  all  the  way  down,  moving 
jmri  pasfu,  but  without  damage.  Colonel  Buchel  informs  mo  that  he 
(lid  not  attempt  to  dislodge  the  enemy,  for  the  reason  that  his  efforts 
would  have  been  attended  with  very  heavy  loss  (say  100  men),  and 
the  advantage  to  be  gained  liy  a  successful  effort  not  lieing,  in  his  opin- 
ion, commensurate  with  the  sacrifice.  The  scouts  from  the  peninsula 
had  not  reported  at  my  departure  this  morning  from  Colonel  Buchel's 
command,  which  was  hurried  bv  the  report  from  the  signal  officer  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Cany,  received  at  5  a.  in.,  that  the  enemy  had  landed 
a  force  on  the  (lulf  shore  near  the  extremity  of  Cedar  Lake.  We 
went  down  immediately  and  found  the  report  to  Iw  incorrect,  having 
arisen  fi-om  the  beaching  of  a  Confederate  States  vessel  consigned  to 
Messrs.  Ball,  Hutehings  &  Co.,  laden  with  Mexican  blankctjj,  salt,  and 
sundries.  The  vessel  will  be  lost.  The  cargo  is  saved,  and  has  been 
removed  by  my  orders. 

The  vessel  was  overhauled  by  the  Yankees  and  had  all  her  pa.ssengers 
removed.  During  the  examination  of  her  {Hipers  the  captain  took 
advantage  of  the  occasion  under  cover  of  the  darkness  and  put  directly 
to  the  shore,  beaching  her  about  5  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ber- 
nard, on  the  Gulf  shore.  She  was  from  Tampico,  and  brings  no  arms 
or  ammunition;  nothing  but  the  alKivc-mentioned  articles.  Every 
article  of  value  was  Ijeing  removed  when  I  left.  She  will  be  dis- 
mantled at  onw. 

It  seems  that  the  object  of  the  enemy  was  clearly  indicated,  by  their 
moving  I'apidly  down  the  beach,  to  be  the  cutting  off  and  capturing  of 
Captain  Henderson's  (;ompany  of  exempts,  who  had  liecn  engagea  for 
several  days  previous  in  scouting  far  down  on  the  peninsifla.  This 
conclusion  is  the  more -apparent,  as  he  landed  about  300  men  at  Dutch  . 
Town,  just  l)elow  the  point  at  which  the  company  was  engaged  in 
scouting  the  day  previous.  This  company,  however,  I  am  informed 
by  Captain  [E.  S.j  ttugeley,  made  their  escape  by  passing  in  boats  to 
Matagorda.  Nothing  is  said  of  their  horses,  the  inference,  of  course, 
being  that  they  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands.  None  of  the  enemy's 
forces  was  captured,  and  we  suffered  no  loss.  Several  of  Colonel 
Buchel's  command  were  absent  from  roil  call  this  morning,  but  are 
presumed  to  have  straggled. 

Communications  from  Colonel  [James]  Duff  and  Colonel  [John  S.] 
Ford  have  been  sentforwani  to  you  to-day.  Nothing  later  of  impor- 
tance is  received  from  any  source. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obpdient  servant, 
E.  P.  Turner, 
Asxtnittnt  Adjutant- (ffnero}. 

Captain  Wn,LiAH  Alston, 

Asststant  Adjutant-  Genei'sL 
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Report  of  Colonel  Baehel,  First  Texas  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
Camp  near  P,  McNeeCs  Plantation^  December  31^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  29th 
instant  I  received  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  two  or  three  gunboats 
near  the  works  being  erected  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cany,  and  of  the 
landing  of  a  force  of  men  12  miles  below  the  peninsula.     I  immedi- 
ately started  with  the  two  regiments  under  my  command  for  the  works, 
on  arriving  at  which  I  left  the  left  wing  of  my  regiment  for  its  defense 
and  proceeded  with  the  right  wing  and  Brown  s  regiment  down  the 
peninsula  for  the  purpose  of  saving  Captain  Henderson's  squad  of 
exempts  and  my  scouts,  as  I  had  no  doubt  that  these  men  had  been 
landed  with  a  view  to  cut  them  otF  and  capture  them.     I  proceeded  in 
a  trot  and  gallop  until  I  had  overtaken  the  enemy,  who  were  about  300 
strong  and  who  had  moved  down  the  peninsula  irom  the  place  of  land- 
ing about  8  miles.     The  gunboat  which  accompanied  them  awaited  our 
approach  about  2  miles  below  where  they  had  landed,  and  when  within 
shelling  distance  she  opened  on  us  with  shell,  rifle  shot,  and  spherical 
case  shot,  firing  about  200  rounds  at  us  during  the  afternoon,  always 
in  eas}^  ranffe.     After  overtaking  the  enemy  they  took  a  jwsition  behind 
a  marsh  ana  began  to  make  breastworks  of  the  logs  which  were  profusely 
strewed  along  the  beach,  and  were  soon  reinforced  by  the  arrival  oi 
two  other  gunboats.     I  immediately  sent  a  courier  to  Williams'  place 
to  notify  Captain  Henderson  of  my  arrival,  with  orders  for  him  to 
join  me.     During  five  hours  I  kept  the  enemy  invested  in  their  breast- 
works until  the  return  of  my  courier. 

As  the  forces  were  about  equal  when  we  were  dismounted,  and  the 
enemy  were  behind  a  marsh  and  under  the  protection  of  three  gun- 
boats, I  thought  the  risk  too  great  and  the  enterprise  too  hazardous  to 
attack  them  in  their  breastworks,  as  their  capture  would  not  compen- 
sate for  the  loss  of  life  which  we  must  necessarilj^  have  sustained. 

The  courier  returned  with  the  report  that  Captain  Henderson  and 
his  squad  had  left  in  a  boat  for  Matagorda.  My  scouts,  who  were  also 
below,  have  arrived  via  the  peninsula.  .Captain  Henderson  has  since 
reported  to  me  in  person,  and  states  that  he  escaped  with  all  his  men 
but  lost  his  horses. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  notwithstanding  the  heavy  firing  to  which 
the  men  were  subjected  and  the  volleys  of  infantry  fire  at  our  scouts, 
only  two  men  were  wounded  (slightly)  atid  two  horses  disabled,  and 
that  both  ofiicers  and  men  behaved  with  (coolness  and  bravery. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Buciiel, 
Colon  el^  Com  m a n  din^g. 

Captain  L.  G.  Aldrich, 

AsHt,  Adjutant' Generah  Eastern  SiJHltstrlct^Velasco^  Tex. 


Letter  from  the  AsmMant  Seerttai*y  of  the  Navij  to  Rear- Admiral 
Farrarjaty  U.  S,  Navy^  prevwus  to  the  departure  of  the  fo7*m,er  for 
the  West  Gidf  Squadron, 

Navy  DErAuxMENT,  Decend>er  30^  1863. 

Dear  Admiuai.:  I  was  sorry  not  to  have  s(*en  you  in  New  York  at  the 
Dictator's  launch.     If  you  will  reconunend  two  or  three  young  men  as 
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acting  ensigns  for  special  duty  on  your  staff,  the  Secretary  will  confirm 
them,  and  they  need  not  be  sailors,  but  will  act  as  clerks,  and  be  dis- 
charged when  that  duty  terminates.  The  vessels  and  ofBcers  you  wrote 
for  will  be  sent  to  you.  It  is  expected  that  the  Niagara  will  go  to 
Hampton  Koads  on  account  of  the  ice,  and  you  can  touch  there  and 
get  some  of  her  crew.  Don't  forget  to  write  all  about  Mobile  and  the 
number  of  ironclads  you  will  reauire  for  the  work.  It  looks  as  though 
the  Onondaga  and  Tecumseh  would  not  be  ready  before  March.  Unless 
we  can  ship  contrabands  and  rebels  we  shall  be  ashore  about  men. 
There  are  but  49  seamen  available  at  all  the  ports. 

Truly,  yours,  ^   ,.  ^ 

G.  V.  Fox. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Astor  Hcmse^  New  York, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  NoAyy  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut^ 
U.  S.  JVavt/^  hastening  the  departure  of  the  latter  in  view  of  informxi- 
tion  of  expected  attack  upon  the  Mobile  Squadron, 

Navy  Department,  December  30^  1863. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  telegraphic  dispatch,  received 
by  General  Halleck  from  General  Hurlbut  at  Memphis,  communicat- 
ing information  from  a  deserter  in  reference  to  a  movement  proposed 
to  be  made  by  the  rebel  force  at  Mobile  about  the  20th  proximo  to 
raise  the  blockade  of  that  port. 

This  information  is  such  that  the  Department  feels  it  incumbent  to 
use  every  exertion  to  enable  you  to  hasten  your  departure.  You  can 
have  from  the  Niagara  sufficient  men  to  complete  the  crew  of  the 
Hartford.^  and  the  Department  has  so  instructed  Rear-Admiral 
Paulding. 

Orders  were  sent  to  Commodore  Bell  to  direct  the  Colorado  to  pro- 
ceed North,  but,  in  view  of  the  rumored  attack,  you  are  authorized  to 
retain  her  so  long  as  you  may  consider  her  presence  off  Mobile 
necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

New  York. 

[Enclosure] 

MEm»His,  Tenn.,  December  29^  1863 — 1^:30  p,  m, 

(Received  1:45  p.  m.,  Slst.) 

Deserter  just  in  from  Mobile  reports  that  rebels  have  six  vessels, 
four  ironclads,  with  which  Admiral  Buchanan  proposes  to  raise  the 
blockade  from  the  1st  to  the  20th  of  January.  Chief  of  these  is  the 
Tennessee^  of  twelve  ports,  six  guns  mounted,  clad  with  6-inch  iron; 
makes  about  8  knots;  the  others  are  slow,  not  over  6  knots.  I  think 
the  attempt  will  be  made  about  that  time.  I  send  information  as  it  is, 
for  the  Navy  Department.     Only  three  regiments  at  Mobile. 

S.  A.  Hurlbut, 

Major-  General, 
Major-General  H.  W.  HALiiEOK, 

General  in  Chief 
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Order  of  Commodore  BeU^  U.  S,  Navy^  to  Commodore  Thatcher^  U.  S. 
Navy^  to  transfer  the  cmntnand  of  the  Mobile  blockade  t-o  Captain 
JenkinJi^  IL  S,  Navy, 

•  U.  S.  S.  Pen8ac50i-a, 

Off  New  Orhans,  December*  30^  186S. 

Sik:  As  soon  as  the  P(/rt  Royal  shall  have  reported  to  you,  turn 
over  the  command  of  the  blockade  of  Mobile  Bay  and  adjacent  wat^^rs 
to  Captain  Thornton  A.  Jenkins,  U.  S.  S.  Richm,ond^  together  with 
all  the  orders  pertaining  to  the  blockade,  and  proceed  in  the  U.  S.  S. 
Colorado  to  the  South  West  Pass,  Mississippi  River,  and  report  your 
arrival  to  me  by  telegraph,  preparatory  to  your  proceeding  North  in 
the  ship. 

You  will  please  have  the  remaining  part  of  your  crew  whose  services 
expire  after  31st  January  ready  for  transfer  in  exchange  for  an  equal 
number  from  the  fleet  in  the  river. 

I  would  be  glad  to  see  you  if  you  could  safely  leave  your  ship  in 
charge  of  the  executive  officer. 
1  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  Bell, 
Commodore^  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockdg.  Squadron. 

Conmiodore  Henry  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Blockading  Forces  off  Mobile  Bar. 


Report  of  Lieutenant' Commander  McCann^  CL  S.  Na'vy^  commanding 
U,  S,  S.  Kennebec^  regarding  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Grey  Jacket 
off  Mobile,  December  31, 1863. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kennebec, 

Off  Mobile  Bar,  January  2,  1864" 

Sir:  On  the  night  of  the  30th  December,  ultimo,  I  discovered  a  sail 
running  out  of  Mobile  Bay.  1  got  underway  and  pursued  in  the 
direction  the  vessel  was  standing.  She  soon  escaped  in  the  darkness 
and  I  lost  sight  of  her  until  the  morning  of  the  31st,  when  I  again 
discovered  her  standing  to  the  southward  and  eastward,  attempting"to 
escape  from  me.  I  tired  a  gun  across  her  bow,  when  she  hauled  down 
her  colors  and  hove  to. 

At  about  10  o'clock  a.  m.  I  sent  a  boat  on  board  of  her  in  latitude  29° 
34'  N.,  longitude  SS'^  8'  W.,  41  miles  south  of  Mobile  Bar.  I  found 
her  to  be  the  steamer  Grey  Jacket^  Captain  Tim  Meaher,  bound  from 
Mobile  to  Havana,  with  a  cargo  of  cotton,  rosin,  and  turpentine. 

I  have  transmitted  all  of  the  papers  and  writings  found  on  board  of 
her  to  the  district  judge  at  New  Orleans.  I  have  transferred  to  the 
frigate  Colorado  23  persons,  passengers  and  crew,  found  in  her,  and 
have  sent  the  captain  and  chief  engineer  to  New^  Orleans  in  the 
captured  vessel. 

There  was  no  other  vessel  in  sight  or  signal  distance  at  the  time  of 
the  capture. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  list  of  officers  and  men  on  board  this  vessel 
entitled  to  share  in  the  prize  steamer. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  McCann, 
Lieutenant-  CrmmandeT. 

Hon.  Gideon  Weij.es, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary^  Washiugton,  D,  C 
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Report  of  Commodore  Thatcher^    TJ,   S.  Navy^  forwardi/ng  the  prize 
ateamtr  Med  Jacket^  cdias  Grey  Jacket^  captured  Decemher  31^  1863, 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado, 
Off  Mobile  Bay,,  January  3^  1864. 

Sir:  I  send  to  you  the  Confederate  steamer  ^e^,  alias  Grey  Jacket,, 
captured  on  the  31st  ultimo  by  gunboat  Kenn^hec^  of  tjiis  squadron, 
after  a  long  chase  in  a  ^le  and  very  heavy  cross  sea.  This  steamer  is 
loaded  witn  cotton,  entirely  new,  and  Lieutenant-Commander  McCann, 
her  captain,  says  that  she  is  one  of  the  most  perfect  sea  boats  he  ever 
saw.  She  will  make  an  excellent  gunboat,  ana  at  very  trifling  expense, 
and  1  trust  may  be  taken  by  Government  for  that  purpose.  Please 
inform  me  what  I  shall  do  with  25  prisoners  taken  from  the  Grey  Jacket, 
Three  of  them  are  passengers;  the  remainder  appear  to  belong  to  the 
vessel.  I  have  also  7  persons  belonging  to  the  marshal  J,  Smithy  still 
here;  total,  32  men,  wno  are  being  served  with  mtions.  I  have  had  no 
opportunity  to  send  them  North.  The  master  and  supposed  owner, 
Meaher,  a  wealthy  and  influential  man  of  Mobile,  is  sent  to  New  Orleans 
in  the  prize,  as  are  all  the  papers  to  district  judge.  This  is,  of  course, 
the  steamer  of  which  you  recently  wrote  me  as  costing  $10,500,  to  be 
loaded  with  cotton. 

Half  her  cargo  belongs  to  the  rebel  Government. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commodore, 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Comdg.  Western  Gidf  Blockading  Squadron^  New  Orleans. 


Extracts  front  p7%vate  diary  of  Comwodore  H,  H,  Bell^  TJ,  8,  Navy,, 

1863— No,  6, 

March  16,,  1863, — 7  p.  m.,  steamer  Hondxiras,,  Captain  William  Clif- 
ford, in  the  service  of  the  U.  S.  Quartermaster's  Department  at  New 
Orleans,  arrived  from  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  having  on  board 
Lieutenant  Temple  and  62  Texas  volunteers,  of  Davis's  regiment.  They 
came  up  for  assistance,  having  been  to  tnat  river  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  oflf  the  colonel's  family  and  some  100  refugees.  The  colonel, 
Edmund  [J.]  Davis,  First  Texas  Cavalry,  was  captured  by  the  Texans 
at  Bagdad,  on  Mexican  soil,  Sundav,  15th  instant,  and  carried  over  the 
river,  and  [an]  attempt  was  made  to  capture  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Stancel,  Mr.  Sinister,  and  others,  who  escaped.  That  a  large  party  of 
armed  Texans  surrounded  the  commandante's  house.  About  100 
refugees  are  at  Bagdad  in  a  destitute  situation,  and  wanting  to  get  on 
board  the  Hondurm^  which  vessel  wants  protection  to  herself  and  her 
boats.  Bark  Arthur  being  ready  to  resume  the  blockade  of  Aransas, 
1  directed  Acting  Master  T.  F.  Wade,  commanding,  to  go  to  the  l^io 
Grande  and  give  the  necessary  protection  to  the  refugees  and  steamer 
in  Question,  being  careful  not  to  violate  Mexican  territory ,  and  also  to 
shell  the  rebels  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  then  resume  the  blockade. 
A  German  in  company  says  he  has  from  good  authoritv  that  at  Brazos 
Santiago  there  are  6  guns  (2  12-pounders  and  4  6-pounaers)  manned  by 
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fii)  men.  At  Brownsville  there  are  from  1,4(X)  to  1,60«>  ir.en,  6  guns  (2 
ti-pounderj*,  4  12-pounders),  and  6  guns  on  tlieir  way  to  that  i>ost  from 
Fort  Ringgold.  Nu  guns  me  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kio  Grande.  A 
small  schoouer  was  run  in  over  the  har  three  days  ago,  loaded  with 
anus. 

March  17. — At  daylight  (hnasco  not  in  sight.  Sent  Lieutenant 
Mitchell  to  the  steamboat  Honduras  to  request  them  to  run  down  to 
Han  Luis  Pa.ss  U>  see  if  the  (heasco  was  there.  Lieutenant  Mitt:hell  to 
atwompany  theui.  The  Unnduras  sailed  at  8  and  returned  at  1  p.  m. 
in  company  with  the  (hmsvo.  3  p.  m.,  Sciota  arrived  from  Saoine; 
reported  that  three  steamers  came  out  of  the  river  last  night  and 
played  about  on  the  flats  till  near  daylight  and  returned  into  the  river. 
Diia  afternoon  Lieutenant  Kadetski,  of  the  First  Texas  Cavalry,  came 
on  boaixi  to  request  nie  to  send  a  flag  of  truce  to  General  Bee  at 
Brownsville  to  demand  the  release  of  Colonel  Edmund  J.  Davis,  the 
colonel  of  First  Texas  Cavalry,  saying  he  would  bear  tlie  flag  of  truce. 
Ho  greatly  feared  his  colonel  would  he  hanged.  I  did  not  see  what  1 
could  do  in  the  matter,  or  how  I  was  to  get  a  flag  of  trut-e  to  Bi-owns- 
ville.  It  could  go  only  through  Me.\ito  to  Matanioras  and  thence 
across.  I  did  not  see  that  I  could  do  more  than  J  have  by  sending 
down  (ha  Arthur.  Observed  latterly  that  nothing  larger  than  a  row- 
boat  now  passes  through  the  entniucc  to  main  channel;  all  their  own 
steamboats  now  go  roimd  the  flats  to  the  northward  to  get  to  Pelican 
Spit.  It  is  profiable  that  the  channel  is  obstructed  with  torpedm^s. 
Eighty  vessels  are  reported  at  anchor  at  the  Rio  Grande. 

March  18. — 2:-15  a.  m.,  the  //wirfwms steamed  to  the  southward  and 
westward. 

MarchSO. — iJ  p.  m.,  schooner  jSof-Zie/  Seajnan  arrived  on  blockade 
[with]  orders  from  admiral  for  her  to  get  out  the  guns  of  Mi'ming 
Light.  She  can  not  be  spared  for  that  service  at  this  time.  Gave 
orders  to  Acting  Master  [Q.  A,]  Hooper,  her  commander,  to  proceed 
off  Pass  Cavallo  to  blockade  and  .senff  np  Itasca. 

March  21. — Rowboat  coming  out  flying  a  flag  of  truce.  Sent  Lieu- 
tenant Mitchell  to  meet  her  near  the  feacon.  1  p.  m.,  Lieutenant 
Mitchell  returned  with  letter  from  Colonel  Debray.  fonvai-dine  one 
traveling  bag  and  bundle,  being  the  property  of  late  Acting  Master 
[W.  K.]  Monroe,  of  the  Harriet  Lane,  and  a  package  of  letters  from 
rebels  to  their  friends.  Perused  them  and  finding  piothing]  of  public 
interest.  I  shall  destroy  them.  Many  express  longing  desires  for  peace. 
Two  of  the  letters  came  from  Frenc^h  agent  Thwon. 

Marches. — Observed  a  gun  newly  planted  on  eastern  angle  of  foi-t 
at  Fort  Point  looking  to  the  bar.  Also  men  busy  on  the  parapet  at 
gateway  of  same,  as  if  planting  a  gtm  there  to  look  down  the  beach 
covering  the  approach.  Also  on  the  beach,  halfway  between  Fort 
Point  and  New  Fort,  they  are  busy  constructing  a  work  of  some  kind 
of  long  pieces  of  timber  and  sand. 

March  37. — 11  a.  m.,  steamboat  Hfndurav  arrived  from  Rio  Grande, 
having  Colonel  Davis  on  board,  whom  the  Texans  released  upon  the 
earnest  remoustrances  of  the  governor  of  Matamoras,  and  his  threat  to 
close  the  entry  and  export  of  goods.  Colonel  Davis  represent*  6 
schooners  to  lie  fitting  at  Brazos  Santiago;  one  of  them  there  fitting 
out  for  a  privateer,  and  that  the  Texans  nad  captured  off  Rio  Grande 
an  American  schooner  and  carried  her  into  the  river.  (Note — All  our 
countrymen  trading  there  are  aiding  and  abetting  the  rebels.     The 
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U.  S.  coDMiiI  is  alarmed,  fearing  an  attack  from  the  Texana.  Why 
shoald  they  attack  (  They  released  Davis  by  compulsion. )  Acting  Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant  Wade,  of  bark  ArtftuT,  fears  an  attack  from  a  river 
steamer.  Isbadlvdamapfed  by  colliaJon,  and  will  come  here  for  repairs. 
5  p.  m..  Colonel  t)aviii  having  kindly  waited  for  my  letters,  departed 
in  the  Iloiulamx  for  New  Orleans,  Paymaster  Osborn  bearing  my 
dispatches. 

March  88. — He  (cuptainof  the  bark  Arthur)  states  thatColonel  Davis 
landed  500  stand  uf  arms  for  the  Mexicans.  The  Texans,  hearing  of 
this,  became  greatly  excited,  shoutedand  yelled  tike  frantic  people.  This 
is  the  cause,  probably,  of  the  Texan  general's  writing  a  threatening 
letter  to  the  governor  of  MatamoraM.  1  should  have  noted  yesterday 
that  Colonel  Davis  requested  permission  to  send  two  barrels  of  pow- 
der and  a  quantity  of  percussion  caps  to  the  governor  of  Matumoras 
by  the  Owasco,  which  I  spoke  of  sending  down,  saying  he  bad  promised 
them.  I  consented.  He  mid  nothing  about  the  arma  he  hud  landed. 
It  is  suggested  that  this  may  be  cause  of  offense  to  the  French.  The 
powder  and  caps  are  on  board  the  Owasoo.  The  Texans  were  baiding 
two  24-pounders  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  were 
throwing  up  breastworks  there,  Theyalso  broughtovera  large  river 
steamer  under  the  Mexican  flag,  and  were  putting  cotton  bales  in  her 
for  offensive  operations.  He  could  not  tire  at  her  without  the  shot 
passing  over  the  bend  of  river  to  the  Mexican  village. 

April  3.—'£he  day  fine;  got  underway  and  examined  the  harbor. 
Saw  one  steamer  and  a  schooner  with  a  pile  driver  driving  a  line  of 
piles  from  Pelican  Ii^land  toward  the  northwest.  Three  steamers  in 
the  harbor,  one  of  them  having  only  one  chimney  (of  large  diameter), 
lying  behind  the  houses  on  the  wharf;  her  hull  could  not  Be  seen.  She 
was  either  the  rani  Bayou  C'dij  or  Harriet  Lane.  Pointed  her  out  to 
Commander  Mullany.  Rebels  actively  engaged  on  their  defenses. 
Appsirently  there  are  but  few  soldiers.  Engines  and  boilers  being  in 
a  very  dilapidated  condition,  I  decided  to  leave  Conmiander  Mullany 
in  the  BienmU^  to  take  care  of  the  blockade  of  Texas  and  go  to  New 
Orleans  for  re^irs,  leaving  on  the  coast  the  Bi^ii>ilh,Ov^«co,  Itasca, 
Sciota,  Ne»}  London.,  Cayu^n^  and  Rachel  Seaman.  11:45  p.  m., 
started  for  New  Orleans. 

April  S. — 6  a.  m.,  made  light-house  at  Sabine  and  the  jA^/j  Lojidrm 
anchored.  8:30,  got  underway,  in  company  with  Jfev>  Limdim,  and 
proceeded  to  Calcasieu,  where  tne  Cayuya-vvis.  Sawnothingat  Sabine 
but  two  steamers;  all  quiet  there.  Captain  Read  has  reports  from 
spies  that  there  are  very  few  soldiers  present,  all  of  them  from  that 
vicinity  having  been  sent  to  Galveston  to  be  exchanged  for  others. 
More  nrolable  that  they  are  sent  to  the  Mississippi.  They  also  report 
!bat  tliere  are  1,000  or  1,100  men  in  the  swamps  near  Mermentau, 
resisting  conscription.  It  is  said  they  will  join  us  if  we  give  them 
support,  and  that  the  occupation  of  habine  City  by  us  would  be  the 
best  point  d^apjnti.  Vessels  drawing  not  more  tlian  6  or  7  feet  go 
over  Sabine  mr,  Two  small  steamers  are  wanted  there  to  catch  tlie 
Bell  and  Ben. 

April  3. — Arrived  at  ."^outh  West  Pass;  attempted  to  cross  the  Imr, 
but,  grounding,  backed  off  and  anchored. 

April?.— &  p.  m.,  proceeded  to  Pensacola  to  do  necessary  repairs 
upon  machinery,  etc. 

April  8. — 5  p.  m. ,  anchored  off  Pensaeola  na\  y  yard. 


April  Iti. — Reporlf  in  circulation  viii  Peiiwacola.  of  the  attack 
and  capture  of  Fort  Sumter  and  of  the  diuabliufr  of  some  of  our  i: 
clads. 

April  SS. — 5: 30,  started  for  Ship  Island;  11:10.  anchored  off  Mi 

Bar;  Oolvrad^i  ana  gunboats  there,  viz, ,  i'ltyler,  j 

bina,  Plnol'a,  Ktmnehec,  Aroo^tnok,   Kanairlia,  Pocah<»ita«,     Cominii 
dore  Goldsborough   rei>orted   all  <|iiiet;   no  denioniitrations   by    the 
enemy.     Started  for  Sliip  Island  at  1:^0  p.   m.     8  p.  m,,  anchorod 
inside  of  Ship  Island. 

May  18.~2  p.  in.,  got  underway  and  proceeded  to  Galveston. 

May  ^O.—S  p.  m.,  anchored  (orf  Sabine). 

May  2L — At  daylight  saw  two  steamboats,  two  schooners,  aud  tl 
sloops  inside  the  Sabine.  Indications  of  but  few  men  being  at  Habtti 
3  p.  m.,  anchored  off  Galveston  Bar.  Present,  Bl'mollie,  OoiuDmn- 
der  J.  [K.jM.  Mullany;  Katakdin,  Lieu  tenant- Commander  •lohii»on; 
Itasca,  Lieutenant-Oommander  Lewis;  Sciota,  Liebtenant^Commander 
[E.  W.]  Henry,  and  schooner  Fori-M-  King,  with  coal  for  the  squad- 
ron. Inside  observed  four  steamers  aud  two  achooncrs.  Forts  are 
greatly  increased  in  their  defenses. 

May  2^.— Fort  Point  has  been  cayemated  during  my  absence;  looks 
strong  and  defiant  against  gunboats,  and  yet  I  think  It  might  be  easily 
carried  by  assault  at  night,  Pelican  Spit  would  then  fall,  being  com- 
manded by  Fort  Point,  A  little  nearer  toward  the  city  another  fort 
of  three  gunu  (called  Magruder)  has  been  tinished;  the  guns  point 
toward  the  seit.  Still  nearer  the  city,  but  inmiediately  on  the  main 
ship  channel,  is  another  fort  named  Bankhead.  mounting  three  guns. 
At  the  north  end  of  the  city,  near  Old  Hospital,  is  another  battery  of 
two  guns,  one  pointing  to  the  the  seaside,  the  other  upon  the  harbor. 
A  row  of  piles  is  driven  across  the  channel,  apparently  a  foot  bridge, 
extending  from  Fort  Point  across  the  channel  to  the  lower  end  of 
Pelican  Spit.  Ham  Bayou  City  every  day  and  night  at  Pelican  S] 
attended  sometimes  by  another  steamboat. 

May  25. — H:30  a-  m'.,  left  Commander  Mullany,  with  three  gunboat 
to  conduct  the  blockade,  and  I  sailed  down  the  coast,     in  p.  m., 
two  steamboats  and  a  schooner  inside.     One  of  the  steamboats  c 
up  the  bay  from  toward  Velasco. 

May  Sib'. — 12  m.,  looked  into  Pass  Cavallo;  saw  two  or  three  sh 
inside  (underway).  Off  Aransas  Pass.  At -t  p.  m,  one  sloop  ant 
small  steamer  inside. 

May  ^.— At  daylight  saw  a  sloop  to  the  westward.  At  .  _ 
hauled  the  sloop  blazer,  17  tons,  39  bales  cotton  and  4  men,  out  fi 
Brazos  or  Velasco  four  days  ago.  Left  there  the  24th  at  4  p.  m.  inci 
pany  with  one  sloop  and  two  schooners.  No  papers  on  Iward.  Chr. 
topher  E.  Delaney,  captain.  Frank  Luis,  and  two  Germans.  Vn\ 
Luis,  a  Portuguese,  alune  would  tell.  The  Bluzirr,  the  other  sh 
and  one  schoonerwere  from  Galveston  and  Houston.  They  came  down 
tJirough  Wei*t  Bay;  thonce  through  San  Luis  Bay  and  a  canal  connect- 
ing with  the  River  Brazos,  where  they  brought  out  7  feet.  Luis  says 
Foi-t  Point  is  built  up.  first,  a  frame  of  1  foot  thick,  next  sand,  then 
ruilrfAd  iron,  and  sand  again.  Bombproof  mounts  eight  guns.  [Fort] 
Magruder  3,  [Fort]  Bankhead  3,  and  Old  Hospital  3  giws.  The  iron 
casenmtes  there  are  destroyed.  Piles  are  driven  across  the  channel, 
and  chain  cable  connects  them.  One  passage  there  left  for  st«aml 
A  large  box  floats  there  in  the  water,  which,  he  says,  is  r  ' — 


Thinks  nothing  can  pass  through  there.  Pelican  Spit  has  3  guns. 
Hai/iiu  C!t;i  ana  Dl"na  are  the  only  rams.  Bow3  armed  with  1-inch 
iron  and  deck  barricaded  with  cotton.  Bnyoii  City  has  60  men  on 
Irioard  at  all  times.  Dlona  has  30  men.  Hn/rrwt  Ijane  lies  above  Red 
Fish  Bar  at —  Bay,  having  but  4  men  on  board,  her  crew  hav- 
ing been  sent  to  Berwick  Bay  some  weeks  ago.  They  thought  of  rig- 
ging her  and  .sending  her  to  England,  but  she  cnrried  only  ton  days' 
coal,  and  they  did  not  know  what  to  do.  The  two  coal  barks  are  there 
also,  one  agrotmd  and  the  other  in  Bulfalo  Bayou.  A  row  of  piles  is 
across  the  bay  toward  - — — ,  with  one  narrow  opening,  to  pre-  • 
vent  boats  from  passing.  Another  row  of  piles  is  on  north  side  of 
bridge,  50  yards  distant,  to  prevent  bridge  being  burned.  "The 
other  bridge"  proves  to  be  a  solid  road  built  out  into  the  West  Bay  4 
miles  from  the  bridge.  Put  Mr.  [RobertJ  Beardslev  and  four  men  in 
charge  of  prize  with  Luis  and  Delaney  to  go  to  (ralveston.  Parted 
company  to  look  after  the  other  runnel's.  Anchored  off  the  Rio 
Grande, 

May  '8S, — Sunrise.  Counted  one  French  frigate  (southwest),  of  20 
guns,  and  68  sail  to  an  anchor,  and  one  sloop  to  the  northward  tinder 
sail.  At  7  a.  m.  got  underway  in  chase.  8  a.  m.,  off  Brazos  Santiago 
in  9  fathoms,  light-house  bearing  W,  by  N.  Took  possession  of  sloop 
Kate,  from  Houston  via  Velasco,  with  13  bales  cotton,  7  tons:  all  her 

papers  found.     Miller,  half  owner  and  captain, ,  half 

owner,  and  Frank  Moerer  for  crew.  Hard  to  say  wnat  to  do  with  her. 
Light-house  bearing  W.  by  N.,  stood  into  6^  fathoms  within  1^  miles 
of  beach.  Saw  inside  of  bay  three  schooners  and  two  sloops,  but  no 
battery.  Returned  to  Rio  Grande  and  anchored.  12:30  p.  ra.,  sent 
Acting  Ma.ster  Pickering  ashore  with  letter  to  forward  to  Mr,  Pierce, 
LT.  S.  consul  at  Matamoms.  Not  wishing  to  expose  them  in  the 
boat  to  a  fire  from  the  Nittery  which  is  believed  to  l>e  at  the  bar,  I 
told  him  to  land,  if  he  could,  on  the  Mexican  side  and  to  request 
the  commandant  to  forward  my  dispatch,  which  was  done.  Mr. 
P[ickering^  was  also  directed  to  engage  a  coast  pilot,  wanted  espe- 
cially for  taking  away  boat*  into  Brazos  Santiago.  Mr.  Pfickeringl 
reports  that  there  is  no  battery  at  Rio  (irande;  there  is  one  of 
three  guns  at  Brazos  Santiago,  and  that  General  Bee  went  up  this 
morning  when  we  were  there.  Does  not  know  whether  there  are 
any  troops;  heara  they  vary  from  60  to  anO  horsemen  at  times.  A 
pilot  may  be  had  to-morrow  at  8  a,  m.  1  p.  m.,  was  visited  by  a  lieu- 
tenant from  the  French  frigate  Montfsumd,  Captain  Caillet,  who  ha^ 
been  here  for  twenty -six  days  without  communicating  with  either  Tex- 
ans  or  Mexicans.  I  could  not  understand  the  reason  of  his  lying 
here.  He  did  not  speak  English  well,  and  I  spoke  French  badly. 
An  English  frigate  left  here  three  days  ago  for  Vera  Cruz.  The  name 
of  the  French  contre-aniiral  at  Vera  Cruz  is  Boswc,  in  steam  frigate 
BelUm^: 

MayS9. — 9  a.m.,  sent  Acting  Master  Pickering  to  land  on  the 
Mexican  shore  and  call  on  the  commandante  for  a  coast  pilot  and  let- 
ters from  the  consul,  and  to  get  information.  No  one  knew  whether 
there  was  a  battery  or  soldiers  on  the  opposite  point.  They  professed 
to  know  nothing,  except  that  the  last  Texan  soldier  left  Brownsville  on 
the  morning  of  the  29th  for  parts  unknown.  General  Bee  was  on  the 
point  opposite  Bagdad.  Consul's  letter  received;  reported  one  or  two 
privateers  to  have  l>een  fitted  out  from  Brajios  Santiago.    Ran  the  ships 


I 
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up  there  at  inidnigbt  and  anchored.  2  a.  m.,  dispatched  Lieutenant- 
Commander  C  Hatfield.  LieutcnantA.N.Miteheli.  Acting  Master  Pick- 
cring,and  Midshipniaii.!.  II.  Bartlett  tu  the  launch,  tirat,  second,  and  third 
cutters  and  87  men,  to  go  into  Point  Isabel  and  brin^  out  two  schooners 
and  two  sloopa  which  we  observed  to  an  anchor  inside  tJie  Bruzos  and 
to  spike  the  guns  (3)  of  a  battery  which  1  heard  wajs  csta  blishod  there 
somewhere.  The  boats  seized  schooner  AVa/-,  UK)  tons,  desei-ted,  ufid 
without  cargo  orpapers,  and  brought  her  out;  also  a  BHiihig  scow  con- 
taining one  S^imeon  L.  Holland  and  son  Theo<iore.  They  continued  on 
to  Pointlsabel,  and  as  they  approached,  the  people  burned  a,  fine 
schooner  (understood  to  be  the  lidief,  of  Chester,  Pa.)  and  u  dwelling 
houi4e  containing  goods.  Shore  people  also  atteniptea  to  blow  up  the 
light-house,  but  only  blew  out  its  fixtures.  Boats  found  deserted  on 
the  wharf  near  the  schooner;  a  large  quantity  of  brandy,  medicines, 
saltpeter,  and  tin.  The  boats  took  in  12  boxes  of  medicines,  saltpeter, 
and  tin,  and  several  of  brandy.  They  seized  a  sloop  of  100  tone  with 
pwrt  cargo  assorted,  no  papers;  found  English  ensign  in  the  cabin. 
Three  men,  Louts  Obbits,  Joseph  Johnson,  and  Peter  Stafloi-d,  who 
said  the  captain  left  the  night  before,  fearing  a  capture;  that  they  have 
been  in  there  three  or  four  weeks.  Sloop  is  Vk-to-i-iay  from  Janiaici 
having  cleared  at  Havana  for  Matamoius  and  ran  into  Point  Isatn 
They  have  heard  of  no  privateer  litting  out  there  or  being  on  the  o 
In  bringing  her  out  she  ran  aground  and  was  burned.    Hoats  retun 

about .     Paroled  the  five  persons  tuken  here.     Sent  the  Holland 

ashore  in  their  worthless  scow,  and  putting  Staffoi-d,  Obbits,  Johnson, 
Peter  Miller,  Henry  Fortman,  Frank  Moerer,  John  l^ng,  Henry  liabb, 
{the  live  latter  taken  in  the  sloop  Jiate)  on  board  the  sloop  A'ale,  with 
two  days' provisions  and  water,  sent  them  into  Brazos  Santiago,  deem- 
ing this  the  most  economical  manner  of  disposing  of  them.  Kvery 
man  took  his  own  private  luggage  after  it  had  been  overhauled.  The 
boats  brought  witli  them  the  dead  body  of  John  Newman,  si 

was  killed  by  a  rifle  ball  from  a  musket  in  the  hands  of Kel 

shot  was  unintentional. 

Jnne  7.^Saw  in  the  river  at  Velasco  one  steamer  and  one  schooni 
A  newly  built  fort  on  Qtiintuna  side,  without  guns,  and  100  tents  adja- 
cent, hut  no  soldiers,  the  moruing  being  clear,  and  not  more  than  four 
or  tive  men  on  the  fort.     On  the  Velasco  side  the  battery  is  not  so 

Erominent;  situated  near  the  water  and  to  the  south  of  the  white 
ouse  with  colonnades,  some  40  or  SO  men  were  assembled  there  in  the 
rear  of  the  fort,  apparently  unarmed;  saw  no  guns.  I  think  no  sol- 
diers are  there,  12  m.  anchored  off  Galveston,  The  enemy  have  been 
active  during  my  alisence,  enlarging  the  south  battery,  sea  side,  and 
have  put  up  two  fatres,  one  to  command  on  the  south  approach,  the 
other  to  the  northeast  approach.  Fort  Point,  Fort  Magrudor,  and 
Fort  Bankhead  have  risen  to  great  importance  and  strength. 

</«K(t  fi.— McCarty ,  refugee,  informed  me  that  he  waw  on  board  a  newly 
built  ram,  side-wheel,  at  Hoaston,  two  months  ago;  had  cotton  packed 
inside;  was  low  in  the  water,  very  sharp,  platedon  tlie  bows  about  30 
feet  and  had  one  chimney.  Is  sure  of  it.  Saw  no  guns,  but  saw  tUt 
cotton  packing. 

June  1^.— 10  a,  m.,  H.  B.  M.  S.  S/yt,  three  days  from  New  Oi^a 
arrived  and  anchored  to  the  eastward  of  me.  The  Kataluiin  i_ 
Itanca  stood  out  to  meet  her  as  she  approached.  Three  miles  dJatl 
they  rounded  to,  the  Katafidin  passing  under  her  stern  and  the  St^ 
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WEST  OULF  BLOCKADING   SQOADBOH. 

lying  Bi-itish  blue  flag,  appeared  to  keep  on  without  stopping  her 
wheels.  I  remarked  to  the  officer  of  the  deck,  M.  \V.  Sunders,  eDsign, 
that  the  gunboats  kept  very  wide  of  the  stranger,  and  that  they  could 
not  speak  her  in  that  way.  Ah  she  approached  I  sent  Lieutenant 
Mitchell  to  board  her  and  a^wertain  her  character  and  business,  and  to 
t«l]  her  to  anchor  alx>ut  a  half  mile  outside  of  nie;  she  anchored  about 
a  uuart«r  mile.  As  the  boat  approached  her  she  stopped  her  wheels 
till  boarded  and  then  came  in  slowly.  The  Juifahtlin  having  come  in 
ahead  of  her,  Lieutenaut-Coaimander  pTuhnson  ciLmo  un  board  and  said 
he  had  betm  treated  discourteously  by  the  oaptntn  of  the  St^,  not 
heaving  to  for  him  to  speak  him,  but  that  be  kept  on  without  ''slow- 
ing." 1  replied  that  he  should  have  tired  his  blank  cartridge  and 
rounded  to  ahead  to  have  signified  his  intention.  He  .said  he  recog- 
nized the  vessel,  having  recently  seen  her  in  New  Orleans.  10:30, 
Captain  [W.  J.]  Ward,  of  the  Siyx,  visited  me,  to  say  he  wanted  to  con- 
fer with  the  British  consul.  I  pointed  out  the  beacon  on  the  flats,  tell- 
ing him  to  send  his  boat  there,  displaying  a  white  Hag  and  his  ensign, 
ana  the  forts  would  send  out  a  boat  to  nieel  him;  tliat  it  ts  probable 
the  main  channel  is  obstructed.  1  remarked  to  him  that  in  approa*.'h- 
ing  our  blockades  he  would  avoid  difficulty,  by  slowing  his  engines 
and  allowing  the  gunboats  to  speak  him.  He  said  that  he  did  not 
know  that  they  wanted  to  speak  him  to-day:  that  the  gunboat 
passed  astern  of  him,  and  the  S'tyis  beine  very  slow  he  did  not  stop 
her.  I  returned  Captain  Ward's  call  in  tlie  afternoon  and  he  returned 
to  the  subject  of  his  own  accord,  saying  the  gunbouls  kept  so  wide 
of  him,  he  did  not  think  they  wanted  to  speak  him,  otherwise  he 
should  have  stopped;  that  when  he  appeared  ofl'  Mobile  Commodore 
Hitchcock's  gunljoats  I'an  slap  up  to  mm.  As  wo  had  not  given  the 
usual  signal  of  a  blank  (^urtriuge,  it  was  no  fault  of  his,  and  the  subject 
was  dropped.  Captain  Johnson,  after  conferring  with  the  court,  wrote 
me  a  letter  alwut  what  he  called  the  "discourtesy"  of  the  'Sti/x.  I 
replied  in  accordance  with  the  above.  11  a.  m.,  AXvic'"  boat  went  to  bea- 
con, and  making  a  signal,  a  boat  came  out  from  the  forts;  they  met  and 
returned  to  their  places,  the  Str/ie  during  this  time  flying  British  rod 
at  the  fore, 

June  9. — A  sailboat  came  out  flying  white  fl(^  and  a  British  red 
ensign.  Boat  from  Styx  met  her  near  the  beacon,  and,  receiving  an 
individual  into  her,  returned  to  the  'S%.t',  flying  the  red  in  the  bow. 
The  shore  boat  beat  about  the  flats  for  about  two  hours,  when  a  boat 
from  the  Sti/ur  conveyed  an  individual  to  her  and  they  separated. 
Shortly  after  an  officer  came  from  the  Sti/x  bearing  Captain  Ward's 
compliments,  saying  he  is  rather  unwell  to-day,  but  thanked  me  for 
my  civilities  and  offered  to  take  any  letters  from  me  to  Havana, 
where  he  was  going  directly,     i  p.  m.,  he  sailed. 

June  W. — Fort  Point  hoisted  white  flag  and  sent  out  a  sailing  sloop 
under  white  flag.  At  1  p.  m.  sent  Lieutenant  Mitchell  under  white 
flag  to  meet  her,  with  orders  to  receive  neither  individuals  nor  letters 
except  oflicial.  3  p.  m..  Lieutenant  Mitchell,  having  met  the  rebel 
boat,  received  a  package  of  letters  (some  official,  and  all  from  United 
States  prisoners  in  Texas).  The  sloop  returned  a-*hore.  Lieutenant 
Mitchell  states  that  there  was  no  recognized  officer  in  charge  of  the 
boat  or  flag  of  truce,  all  of  them  in  the  boat  being  apparently  rough 
sailor  men.  I  observe  by  date  of  the  letters  (latewt),  viz,  June  7 
and  la,  that  all  of  the  United  States  prisoners  have  been  sent  from 


Houston  to  Htmtsville,  Tex. 

April  20.  

t/M7i#^/.— K  n.  tu..  white  fli^  repoiled  flying  over  Fort  Point  and 
sloop  c'oniing  out  flying  the  same.  Shortly  after,  received  a  report 
of  miite  flag  being  hauled  down  and  boat  going  back. 

June  S3. — Outside  bar  buoy  washed  away  and  lies  on  the  beach  in 
the  city.  Quite  a  loss,  considering  the  extennive  aboalni  off  the  city. 
Sunset,  a  inail  in  sight;  signaled  Sciota  to  chase.  Weather  thick  aod 
cloudy.  Sail  soon  out  of  sight,  standing  to  the  ejist.  Sciota  last  seen 
bearing  S.  by  E. 

JnneSIf. — Daylight,  Sciota  to  anchor  ii   miles   distant,     3    p.   m., 
schooner  Sea  Drift,  British  (alias  Defi-aiii'e),  prize  to  the  Itagci,  eanie 
in  and  anchored,  and  shortly  parted  hor  cable.     Gave  her  the  end  c  " 
a  hawser  from  this  ship,  to  which  she  rode.     At  6  p.  m.  the  Ita  ' 
anchored  near  me. 

June  25. — Prize  schooner  Sea  Dri^t.  alias  Defiance, ''^^s  taken  '. 
miles  S.  by  W.  from  Pass  Cavallo  light-house  aoout  noon.     She  hi 
neither  log  nor  reckoning,  nor  track  laid  down,  nor  letter  of  instruc- 
tions.    She  cleared  froin  Havana  for  Matamoras.  and  was  found  stand- 
ing in  for  Pas-s  Cavallo,  130  miles  distant  from  the  itio  Grande,  bearing 
S.  by  W.  i  W,     Assorted  cargo,  also  l,i>i8  pounds  lead,  borseniei 
boote  and  spurs,  percussion  caps,  powder,  and  bird  shot.     Capta 
Lewis  seized  her  and  st'nt  her  to  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

June  ^8. — 12  m.,  the  Circatmian  anchoi"ed  close  by;  had  provisionj 
on  board.  Captain  Eaton  delivered  me  a  letter  from  Commodore 
Morris,  date*!  April  1, 18(i;-f,  enclosing  one  from  Major-General  Banks 
to  Major-General  J,  B,  Magruder,  C.  S.  Army.  Houston,  Tex.,  with 
instructions  to  send  it  ashore  by  flag  of  truce  and  bring  an  answer. 
1  p.  m,.  hoisted  a  white  flag  at  the  fore  and  -sent  Lieutenant  A,  N, 
Mitchell  in  a  boat  to  the  beacon  with  the  aforesaid  letter.  The  boat 
having  waited  there  until  Ij  p,  m..  returned  to  the  ship,  when  i 
hauled  down  flag  of  truce. 

June  29.— "d  a.  m..  observed  white  flag  over  Fort  Point  and  boat  (si 
coming  out  under  another.     Hoisted  wnite  flag  at  the  fore  and  w 
Lieutenant  A.  N.  Mitchell  with  another,  bearing  the  letters  referrc 
to.     The  boats  met  and  separated  at  the  beacon.     Lieutenant  Mitchell 
observing  no  badge  of  otticer  to  distinguish  any  of  the  other  party, 
asked  if  any  of  them  waw  an  ofiicer  and  being  informed  that  they  were 
civilians  Lieutenant  Mitchell  said  he  expected  to  be  met  by  an  o(Bo( "~ 
of  equal  rank  with  himself.     To  this  the  other  replied,  "They arete 
"  and  was  there  checked  by  his  companion,  meaning  to  say,  doubl 
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less,  that  there  arc?  very  few  officers  left,  though  bo  named  Colom 
Cook  as  commanding.  The  men  about  the  forts  are  not  uumerouR. 
and  yet  they  keep  quite  large  juii'ties  at  work  upon  the  forts,  strength- 
ening and  enlurgingthem,  Thursday  observe<l  that  they  have  mounted 
the  tiflh  {jun  on  Fort  Magruder,  3  on  Fort  Bankbead.  and4on  South- 
side  Fort.  Fort  Point  has  ironclad  casemate's,  one  pointing  to  the 
northward  and  eastward,  another  to  the  northward,  and  the  others 
(numlier  not  known)  point  onto  (he  main  ship  channel  in  tliedii'ection_ 
of  Pelican  Spit.  They  are  not  visible  from  the  sea;  BO  or  100  n 
have  been  observed  since  Friday.  SCth,  working  on  and  renovating^  tl 
fort  on  Pelican  Spit. 

Jith)  ^.  — 12m.     Watched  for  men  iit  the  forts;  saw  very  few;  r 
in  !i  body  gicalci-  limn  Hvc  or  six.     Large  gang  at  work  rcformingtl 
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fort,  using  the  timber  of  the  barrack  there  for  that  purpose.  Stoam 
ram  Diann  in  attendance. 

July  7. —A  formidable  looking  ram,  having  one  smokestack,  looking 
like  the  Jiat/cu  Cifi/,  came  down  the  baj  and  took  Citation  at  Pelican 
Spit.  We  observed  three  other  steamboats  behind  the  city,  one  of 
them  having  only  one  chimney;  keeps  her  hull  carefnily  out  of  sight. 
She  has  been  down  for  a  few  days.  Is  she  not  the  new  mm  of  which 
I  had  information  on  the  6th  TUay?  Judging  from  the  size  of  her 
chimney  she  can  not  have  great  power. 

Jidt/  11.^^0  a.  m.,  Soiota  returned  from  Tampico.  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Henry  badlv  burned  face  and  hands  by  a  schooner  on  fire, 
and  Lieutenant  [F.  O.]  Davenport  accidentally  wounded  himself  with 
rifle,  ball  passing  through  kneejoint  and  fracturing  left  arm  above  the 
elbow.  Consultation  of  assistant  surgeons  decided  upon  amputation, 
and  did  it.  Nothing  particular  to  report  from  Tampico.  Consul 
]-eport«d  four  Confeiferate  schoonei-s  as  having  been  there  since  Decem- 
ber last;  that  the  authorities  seized  two  United  States  vessels  and 
confiscated  [them];  referred  to  the  United  States  minister.  The  French 
are  in  the  City  of  Mexico  and  are  getting  up  on  expedition  against 
Tampico;  consul  wants  protection.  Lieutenant  Davenport  wanting 
gooa  nur.sing  and  tranquillity,  and  SCTViAAuiachinerv  wanting  repairs, 
she  started  for  New  Orleans  at  8  p.  ni.  to  put  Mr.  Davenport  in  hos- 

E)ital.  Sciota  ran  ashore  and  burned  two  schooneis  and  two  sloops 
oaded  with  cotton.  Heai"d  nothing  of  privateers  on  her  cruise. 
8  p..  m.,  sent  Kattihdin  to  cruise  to  the  soutnward  until  Monday,  13th, 
the  Scwta  having  reported  four  sailin^vewiels  insideof  San  Luis  Pass. 
Jii/t/  IS.—l  a.  m.,  otficer  of  the  deck.  Acting  Master  Lyman  Wells, 
reported  seeing  about  200  troops  marching,  with  muskets,  from  Fort 
Point  towai-d  Galveston.  Shortly  after  their  arrival  in  the  city  a 
steamboat  departed  and  went  up  the  bay.     Ram  Bayou  City  at  Pelican 

Spit. 

Jiily  13. — 11  a.  m.  [Kntahdin]  brought  up  prize  schooner  MxeUior 
with  2  bales  of  cotton  captured  near  San  Luis  Pass,  going  to  Rio  Brazos. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Johnson  sent  her  to  New  Orleans. 

July  !8.^S  p.  m..  arrived  U.  S.  steam  screw  Anfona,  from  New 
Orleans,  with  orders  from  the  admiral  to  cruise  on  the  coast  as  far  as 
Rio  Grande,  Charles  T.  Chase,  acting  master,  commanding.  She 
brought  down  news  of  the  glorious  success  of  our  armies  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  capture  of  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  with  thousands  of 
troops  and  all  their  guns.  In  fine,  the  blows  given  the  rebellion, 
Nortn  and  South,  are  staggering;  they  can  never  rally  effectively 
again.  Admiral  informs  me  that  ne  is  going  North.  Admiral  A.  H. 
Foote,  the  Christian  admiral,  is  dead. 

^w/y 20.-5:30,  reported  tome  that  the  ram  at  the  Spit  was  standing 
over  to  Bolivar  Point.  Shortly  after  that  she  lowered  and  dispatched 
a  boat  out  with  a,  white  flag  and  fired  a  gun.  Went  on  deck  and  saw 
i-am  heading  this  way  with  little  motion,  lying  inside  of  Fort  Point. 
Three  shots  from  Fort  Point  across  the  line  of  light-house  fiom  us. 
The  boat  from  I'sm  keeping  on  the  other  shore,  pulling  vigorously. 
She  finally  overhauled  anotner  boat,  took  men  out  of  her,  and  pulled 
back.  In  the  meantime  I  made  signal  to  the  Bienville  to  protect 
boat,  VIZ.  No.  136.  She,  anticipiiting  the  signal,  was  underway  and 
standing  in  toward  the  boats  approaching  her.  She  fired  three  or  four 
shots  at  the  ram,  failing  short  a  half  mile  by  our  observation,  and  the   | 


rum  steamed  back  tu  the  spit,     lu  a.  lu..  observed  white  Qag  at  L 

Point  anil  on  sloop  boat  oouiiug  out.     Hoisted  a  whit«^  fiajj  at  the  I 

iind  at  11  sent  Lieutenant  MitcTietl  to  meet  the  boat  at  beacon,  liien- 
tenant  Mitchell  returned;  brought  two  letters;  one  for  A.  Piag-et,  con- 
sul of  Switzerland  at  New  Orleans,  the  other  to  myself,  from  Colonel 
Debruy,  commanding  in  Galveston,  niquesting  leave  for  two  young 
ladies  to  join  their  parents  in  the  United  States.  Some  other  fetten* 
from  United  States  prisoners  and  others  were  presented,  but  1  had 
given  ordei-s  Tiot  to  receive  private  lettt^rw,  and  lliey  were  not  acci?|jt«d. 
One  of  the  boat's  erews  was  told  that  the  inc-ident  of  the  morninj;  was 
an  attempt  of  live  negroes  to  escape.  Moreover,  that  General  Lee 
was  in  Philadelphia  by  this  tilnl^  Our  later  advices  soon  put  the 
long  face  on  them.  Major  [O.  M.]  Watkins,  connected  with  the  i*atu 
attacks  here  and  at  Sabine,  was  in  tlie  boat,  and,  I  infer,  for  observa- 
tion. Latterly  I  observe  a  bright  light  every  night  at  Pelican  Spit. 
My  guns  are  loaded  with  solid  snot  and  we  are  on  the  qui  vive  for  low, 
invisible  ranis  stealing  upon  as  in  darkness, 

July  ^4- — Fort  at  Pelican  Spit  nearly  complete;  is  of  three  guns, 
casemated  and  prepared  with  heavy  vertical  timbers  for  taking  irou 
plates.  They  sweep  fit)in  Fort  Point  to  the  wreck  of  the  We^fui/t/, 
about  180  degrees,  bearing  directly  upon  the  main  ship  channel  and 
its  approaches,  distant  from  turnmg  buoy  2,000  yards.  Up  to  that 
point  they  have  a  raking  tire,  while  Fort  Point  has  a  broadside  lire; 
also  Fort  lunkhead,  3  guns,  and  Pelican  Spit  becomes  a  broadside  fire. 
After  crossing  the  bar.  Fort  Magruder  and  Fort  Point,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  li  to  If  miles,  having  a  broadside  fire  till  the  turn  buoy  for 
a  space  of  2|  miles  in  a  circle;  then  a  raking  fire  through  1  mile  from 
the  spit.  Next  from  the  turning  buoy  a  raking  fire  from  Fort  Point 
and  Fort  Bankheud  through  H  miles.  Outer  channel  varies  in  width 
from  two-eighths  to  three-eights  of  a  sea  mile,  or  500  t«  WOO  yards. 
Inner  channel  and  harbor  is  nowhere  more  than  260  yartls  wide: 
bar  at  the  turning  buoy  being  104  feet  for  three-fouiths  of  a i 
between  Pelican  .Spit  and  Fort  Point.  Dismounted  one  gun  on  Ft 
Mayruder  this  morning,  probably  to  put  into  Pelican  Fort. 

Jmvary  25.-11  a.  m.  dispatched  the  Katahdln.   to   report  to 
admiral  at  New  Orleans  the  condition  of  the  liienmllc.  and  to  reqi 
a  relief  for  her.     Katahdln  to  pass  by  Sabine  and  to  send  the  " 
down.  _ 

JulyS7.—b  a,  ui,,  the  A-ntona  arrived  in  charge  of  Acting  Master 
Spiro  V.  Bennis,  executive  officer,  who  reported  that  Acting  Master 
Cmirles  T.  Chase,  his  commander,  went  on  shore  at  Bagdad  in  citizen's 
clothes  and  was  captured  by  the  Texans.  The  captain  took  with  him 
the  list  of  suspected  vessels,  blockade  runners.  The  officers  verbal 
report  was  as  follows:  When  Captain  Chase  was  going  on  shore  he 
told  him  if  he  did  not  come  off  to  send  a  boat  ashore  for  him  next 
afternoon,  and  next  afternoon  again  (Sunday),  and  again  Monday,  and 
if  he  wanted  to  refer  to  the  descriptive  list  of  blockade  runners  to  go 
to  Ai-ansas,  —  miles  distant,  and  take  a  copv  from  Captain  [F.  >.\ 
Hill  of  the  [  W.  0.]  Anderxon.  He  went  on  shore  at  lUAh  a.  m.  and 
sent  the  boat  back  to  the  ship.  Captain  Chase  did  not  go  into  Bagdad 
or  see  the  eommandante,  but  kept  outside  of  the  village  and,  senaitig 
his  dispatches  by  some  one  to  the  consul  at  Matanioras.  Hestarted  to 
return  to  the  ship  in  a  private  boat,  called  Margaritit^  which  was 
the  Mexican  shore,  and,  in  beating  out,  some  20  or  30  Texans, 
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riHes,  appeared  on  the  Texaw  point  of  the  river  and,  bailing,  threat- 
ened to  tire  into  the  boat  if  they  did  not  go  ashore  to  them.  The 
channel  there  ia  about  ■10  yards  wide  and  Ties  close  on  to  the  Texan 
side.  They  then  made  Cha^e  a  prisoner  and  sent  him  to  Brownsville. 
There  were  pi-eseut  at  the  anchorage  British  steamers  Sir  Willitt'in 

Peel,  Kdwara  Hawkins,  Gladiator,  vdt%  and ,  and  twenty 

sailing  vessels;  no  man-of-war.  The  merchant  captains  thought  it 
was  intended  to  tit  out  the  Sir  Willia/n  Peel  wi  a  privateer.  Oniered 
Acting  Mounter  Thomaa  Pickering  to  the  command  of  the  AnUiim,  be 
being  the  senior  acting  master  present,  and  as  capable  as  any.  Neces- 
sary to  detain  the  Antoiui  two  days  for  repairs. 

July  SS. — 9  a.  m.,  arrived  the  Sew  Lundoii,  Lieutenant-Commander 
Edward  E.  Pott«r,  for  blockade  service.  She  brought  orders  for  Act- 
ing Master  Tbomais  Pickering  to  go  North.  Admiral  going  home  in  a 
few  days. 

Jtily  S9. — Detached  Acting  Master  Pickering  and  ordered  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  D.  Roath  fi-om  the  Neia  Umihm  tocommanu 
the  Antmia.  Antona  rejiortcd  iti  very  bad  condition  as  to  cleanliness 
and  discipline. 

.J»ily  SI.  — Albatross  brought  me  orders  to  go  in  her  to  New  Orleans, 
to  command  the  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  in  the  absence 
of  the  admiral  and  Commodore  Morris,  going  North  temporarilv- 
ApjTointed  Acting  Master  Lyman  Wells  to  command  the  Anto7ia,  in 
place  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Roath,  who  requested  a  medicAl 
survey.  Directed  Commander  Mullauy  to  take  command  of  the  Texas 
blockade  until  he  shall  be  superseded,  and  ^send  a  gunboat  to  the  Rio 
Grande  to  look  after  the  Sir  WiUiam  Pad  and  other  steamers  Wing 
there.  At  12  meridian,  went  on  board  the  Albatross  with  Mr.  Vail, 
my  clerk,  and  started  to  join  the  Perisacola  at  New  Orleans. 


AlMitra:-t  log  „fthi  U.  S.  S.  Hartford^  Captain  Palmer,  U.  S.  iVu^, 

connnanding. 

March  IS,  1863. — At  5.30  a.  ui.  got  underway  and  steamed  up  river 
in  charge  of  the  pilot.  At  T  a.  m.  on  account  of  the  fog  came  to 
anchor.  At  7.30  two  men  came  on  board  and  reported  themselves  as 
belonging  to  the  original  crew  of  the  Qiieen  of  the  West,  having  escaped 
from  ner  on  her  capture,  and  been  concealed  in  the  woods  since.  At 
11.50  a,  m.  anchored  opposite  the  mouth  of  Red  River, 

March  17. — From  4  to  8  a.  m.  steaming  up  river.  From  4  to  6  p.  ra. : 
Sent  second  and  third  cutters  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Watson  to  cut 
telegraph  wires  near  Natchez.  At  6:30  came  to  anchor  off  Natchez. 
From  OtoSp,  ni.:  Sentacommunication  on  shore  under  a  flag  of  truce. 

Mwrch  18, — At  5  a.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  up  river.  Got 
aground  and  backed  otT.  At  'J  preparing  ship  to  prevent  enemy's 
steamers  from  coming  alongside.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  At  work  on 
boarding  nettings,     bmoke  of  steamers  ahead. 

March  19. — At  5  a.  m.  got  underway.  At  d:40  a.  m.,  in  jiassing 
Grand  Gulf,  a  battery  opened  fire  on  us,  which  was  immediately 
returned  by  the  starboard  rifle  and  battery.  Steaming  past  under  a 
brisk  fire  and  engaging  liatteries  while  in  range.  At7:08outof  range, 
loaded  starboara  guns  with  3-second  shell.     Charles  Sweeny,  ordinary 


neridian: 

I  to  noj^^ 


seaman,  and  DeDnis  Driscoll,  landsman,  killed.     From  8  to  meridian: 
Steaming  up  the  river.     Crew  employed  wecuving  slioct  chain  to 
lower  yard  arms.     At  5:45  p.  oi.  calli^d  all  liands  to  bury  the  de 

Mart-h  W.—Frtiia  8  to  midni^'lit:  The  mortar  vessels  above 
burg  fired  a  few  shots  during  the  watih. 

Marrh  31. — From  4  to  S  u.  m.:  Kehel  pickets  seen  on  atari 
beam.  Loaded  starboard  battery  with  15-;iecoud  shi'll.  Put  breast- 
works around  the  wheel.  At  S)  u.  m.  got  underway,  wfiit  to  quart(?rs, 
and  steamed  up  the  river  a  short  distiiiice.  Fired  the  Sawyer  gun  in 
the  direction  ot  some  earthworks  on  the  right  hank.  A  fog  <'omiiig 
on,  we  anchored  at  9:25  in  7  fathoms  water,  with  3:i  falhums  on  port 
chain.     Heani  occasional  reports  from  the  direction  of  Vii-ksburg. 

March  S^. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  The  wliarf  boat  on  til's,  drifted 
down  the  river  and  out  of  sight.  At  3  a.  m.  a  light  was  seen  passing 
along  the  left  bunk  and  afterwards  the  ship  was  hailed  in  that  direc- 
tion; the  AlbaiTous  got  underway  and  went  after  it.     Mortars  firti^ 

in  the  direction  of  Vicksburg.     At  10  a.  m.  the  Alhatrm*  got  \nv' 

way  and  shelled  the  casemates  at  Warrenton,  receiving  in  retm 
brisk  fire  from  musketry  and  tieldpieces.     At  11  AUiatrosH 
and  anchored  ahead. 

J/iw-t^A  ?5.— At  1(1  a,  m,  beat  to  quarters  and  loaded  the  port  bat- 
tery with  10-second  shell.  At  11:15  a.  m.  called  all  hands  up  anchor. 
Beat  to  general  quarters.  Steamed  down  pawt  Warrenton,  bring  the 
port  battery  into  the  casemates,  hut  receiving  no  return.  Came  to 
anchor  below  Warrenton  in  7  fathoms  water.  Kaiiiy,  with  breezes 
from  the  east. 

March  25.— At  6:15  a.  m.  heard  heavy  firing  up  the  river  in  the 
direction  of  Vicksburg,  which  continued  until  6  a.  m.  At  6:H>  got 
underway  and  steaineaup  the  river.  Beat  to  quarters  and  shelled  the 
rebel  earthworks  at  Warrenton,  the  rebels  returning  our  fire  with 
rifled  tieldpieces  and  musketry.  At  7:15  passed  the  batteries  ami  dis- 
covered ahead  the  IT.  S.  rams  Swiiserlanri  and  Lancast-er,  both  having 
just  passed  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg.  The  former  vessel  received 
a  shot  through  her  boilers  and  the  latter  sunk  from  injuries  received  in 
the  action.  At  7: 30  cnme  to  with  starboard  anchor.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. : 
Rear-Admiml's  clerk,  Luyall  Farnigut,  was  detached  from  this  snip. 

March  S6. — From  meridinn  to  4  p.  m.:  Major-General  Grant  came 
on  Ixmrd. 

March  SS.^At  4:40  a.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  down.  As  we 
neared  Warrenton,  tired  several  shots  into  the  casemate  butteries,  The 
enemy  fired  .several  times  and  shot  away  our  stream  ctiitin  in  two  places. 
From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Finished  repairing  damage  done  to  chain 
by  .shots  from  batteries  at  Warrenton.  From  6  to8p.  m.:  Heavy  rain 
with  thunder  and  lightning.  At  10: 15  p.  m.  a  gale  came  up  from  the 
northward  and  lasted  until  11:30.  Swamped  and  bi-oke  adrift  the 
fourth  cutter. 

March  25.— At  12:4.5  a.  m.  a  steamer  reported  coming  down  the 
river.  At  12:50  a.  ni.  called  all  hands  to  quarters  and  cast  loose  both 
batteries  for  action.  At  1:05  the  steamer  drifted  past  us  and  went 
ashore  on  our  starlward  quarter.  Weather  squally.  At  3  p.  m.  saw 
three  men  making  their  way  in  the  direction  of  the  steamer  I'ici-^burff 
undercoverof  the  levee.  Fired  three  guns  in  (hat  direction  and  at  8:80 
manneil  and  arme<i  the  second  and  third  cutt^rx  and  sent  to  the  si 
From  4  to  tS  p.  m.:  Boats  returned  fi-om  the  steamer  Vicksburg. 
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Man-h  31. — At  4  a.  ni.  the  rebels  buriieil  the  steamer  Vichthirrj. 
At  4:20  a.  m.  ram  Stoitserlonil  came  down  and  continued  on.  At  6 
got  underway,  standing  down  the  river  in  chai^  of  the  pilot.  From 
8  to  meridian:  At  9cumetowith  starboard  chain.  Sent  i)oat  in  charge 
of  Mr.  Tyson  to  get  information  in  regard  to  steamer  Indiamila.  At 
6  p.  m.  made  signal  to  get  underway  and  at  6:15  steamed  down  the 
river.  The  ram  SwUzerTan<}  took  her  place  ahead,  the  AlbntruKf  Iteing 
next.  As  the  ram  neared  Grand  Gulf,  at  twenty-five  minutes  of 
8  p.  m.,  the  batteries  opened  fire  on  her  and  immediately  after  on  the 
Albatrons.  Opened  ou  us  at  7:40,  which  we  immediately  i-eturned. 
The  engagement  lasted  fifteen  minutes.  At  8  p.  m.  called  all  hands 
to  bring  snip  to  anchor. 

AprU  1. — At  5:30  a.  m.  steaming  down  the  river  in  charge  of  the 
pilot.  Steamers  AUiatromt  and  Sir-itz'^rlnud  got  underway  at  same  time, 
following  us.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Lay  touutil  11:50,  while  the 
Sroif'Seriand  destroyed  two  flatboats  in  (St. J  Catherine's  Bend.  Af 
6:15  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  the  mouth  of  Red  River.  Alhaiross 
anchored  ahead  of  us,  the  ram  Switsetiand  on  port  bow. 

Aj>ril  S,~At  9:30  a.  m,  sent  Ensign  Read  in  charge  of  boats  and 
buned  the  twdy  of  William  Jones,  landsman,  on  the  plantation  of 
<Jolonel  Acklin.  opposite  mouth  of  Red  River. 

April  6. — At  4:30  a.  m.  proceeded  slowly  down  river,  in  company 
with  the  AUndronn  and  the  ram  Sicitzerkind.  Slowed  down  several 
times  to  keep  company  with  the  other  vessels.  At  Et:30  a.  m.  came  off 
Bayou  Sara.  Sent  second  and  third  cutters  ashore  and  destroyed  a 
quantity  of  com  which  the  rebel.s  had  stored  for  theii-  use.  Destroyed 
some  fiatboats  on  our  way  down.  At  2:20  came  to  anchor  about  5 
miles  above  Port  Hudson.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.  the  Alhaiross  threw 
some  shot  and  shell  in  the  woods  on  the  west  bank,  where  some  men 
were  seen  to  land,  who  came  from  the  batterie.'f  below.  At  7:15  p.  m. 
fired  three  guns  at  intervals  of  two  minutes  each  and  afterwards  threw 
up  three  rockets  with  the  same  intervals.  Several  lights  repoiied  on 
the  banks  of  the  rivers,  but  could  not  make  them  out.  Supposed  to 
be  rebel  signals. 

April  7.^From  12  to  4  a.  m.:  At  anchor  above  Port  Hudson,  At 
1:25  p.  m,  heai-d  the  report  of  two  guns  from  down  the  river.  .Saw 
the  smoke  of  a  steamer.  At  1:45  tired  a  blank  cartridge  from  IX-inch 
gun  on  poop;  no  reply.  -4*  ^  P-  ™-  Mr.  Gahaudan,  the  admiral's 
secretary,  accompanied  by  a  contraband,  left  the  ship  in  a  skiff,  intend- 
ing to  communicate  with  the  vessels  below  if  possible.  At  10:30  p.  m. 
observed  two  rocket^*,  supposed  to  be  thrown  by  the  fleet  below  Port 
Hudson.  Several  lights  reported,  but  could  not  make  them  out.  At 
8:30  sent  two  contralmndsin  a  skiff  with  dispatches  for  the  lower  fleet. 

April  8. — From  4  to  8  a.  m.  stood  up  the  river.  At  8:30  anchored 
off  Poinle  Couple.  At  4:15  p.  m.  steaming  up  river,  Alftatj-otts  and 
SwUzei-Uind  m  company.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.;  Came  to  anchor  off 
Texas  Landing. 

April  9. — At  5:20  a.  m.  stood  up  the  river  At  11:30  a.  m.  saw  two 
rebel  steamers  up  near  Red  River.  Fired  our  forward  rifle  gun. 
Captured  the  rebel  steamer./.  D.  Clnrlce;  the  other  escaped,  being 
out  of  range.  At  12:30  p.  m.  came  tu  anchor  off  the  mouth  of  Red 
River.  Received  on  board  3  prisoners  from  the  steamer  ./.  D.  Clar/ci', 
viz,  Major  Howell,  a  Confeaerate  officer,  and  two  engineers  of  the 
steamer.     Sent  third  cutter  with  carpenter's  gang  to  cut  down  the 
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trees  on  the  point  between  us  and  the  mouth  of  Red  Kiver. 

to  6  p.  m.:  Isent  two  paroled  prisoners  to  the  AHatirnts.     The  , 

trogg  got  unilerway  ana  went  up  the  river. 

April  10. — At  10  a.  ni.  stood  down  the  river.  Came  to  anchor  si 
11.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  in. :  Took  the  machinery  out  of  the  steamer 
J.  D.  Clarice  and  scuttled  her. 

April  11.— At  10  a.  m.  the  Albatross  got  underway  and  steamed  up 
the  river.  At  2:30  p.  ni.  the  Allmtrosn  returned  from  Fort  Adamt«, 
after  making  a  reconnoissance.  From  4  to  6  p.  in. :  Called  No.  9  gun's 
crew  to  quarters,  leveled  the  gun,  and  fired  a  5-second  shell  to  the 
distance  of  6*^. 

April  15. — At  9:05  a.  m.  passed  Bayou  Sara.  At  10  came  to  abov:^ 
Port  Hudson.  Fired  two  guns  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  lower 
fleet.  At  10:30  lookout  aloft  reported  signals  from  the  masthead  of  a 
large  ship  below  Port  Hudson.  At  11:20  fired  a  signal  gun.  Fi-ora  fi 
to  8  p.  m.:  The  admiral's  secretary.  Mr.  Galmudan.  returned  on  hoard 
fi-om  the  lower  fleet,  in  company  with  some  army  offitrers  and  Ensign 
Swann,  of  the  Rit-hmmid.^ 

April  16. — From  meridian  to  +  p.  m. :  Firing  heard  down  the  river. 
At  4:10  p.  m.  made  signal  to  the  Alhitiross,  when  she  ceased  firing  and 
steamed  up  to  us.  At  5;20  p.  m.  standing  up  the  river  in  t-harge  of 
the  pilot,  Albfitrufm  and  ram  SwUsfrl-i'niiantevn  of  us.  At  7:10  came 
to  anchor  above  Bayou  Sara. 

April  .??■.— Id  charge  of  pilot  steaming  up  river;  clear  and  plea.sant. 
At  5:40  p.  m.  carae  to  anchor.  Smoke  of  a  steamer  seen  up  Hed 
River.  Sent  picket  Iioat  up  Red  River  in  churge  of  Third  Assistant 
Engineer  A.  K.  Fulton. 

April  2.!f,— At  11  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  above  Bayou  Sara  and 
destroyed  a  large  tiatboat.  Alho-troax  passed  down  to  Bayou  Sara  and 
destroyed  a  quantity  of  sugar.  At  2  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  .5  miles 
above  Port  Hudson. 

April  S^. — At  10  a.  m.  the  A/ialross  and  ram  got  underway  and 
went  over  to  the  other  side  of  the  river  to  receive  a  party  whicfi  they 
telegraphed  from  below  as  having  started  across  the  point.  At  11:40 
the  ram  and  Alhairoxs  commenced  firing  in  the  wood  on  the  point. 
From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Receiving  and  sending  telegrams  to  the 
SichmoMJ^  the  ram  and  Aliefross  shelling  the  pomt  of  woods  oppo- 
site Port  Hud.son  in  oi-dcr  to  elejir  a  wav  for  our  mail.  At  2:30  p.  m. 
the  Aliatross  returned  with  our  mail  in  cnarge  of  Acting  Ensign  Swann, 
of  the  Richijiimd.  At  3  p.  m.  sent  mail  and  13  contrabands  down  below 
Port  Hudson.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.:  The  AlhtUnM  and  Sjcitztrlmtd 
shelling  the  woods  below  on  the  right  bank.  At  6  got  underway  and 
proceeded  up  the  river,  followed  by  the  S^i^ltzcrUind  and  Albatrom, 
At  7:30  came  to  anchor  oS'  Pointe  Couple.  Sent  second  cutter  ashore. 
AlhairoM  anchored  astern;  also  the  ram.  Two  rebel  soldiei's,  prison- 
era,  who  were  captured  on  the  point  opposite  Port  Hudson,  were  sent 
on  board.  From  s  to  midnignt:  Sent  the  prisoners  on  board  the 
Atbatrong. 

Ajiril  25.— At  5  a.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  up  river.  At  7:30 
slowed  down  off  Morgan  s  Point  and  ordered  the  ram  and  Alh<ttrm»  to 
stop  and  destroy  Morgan's  sugarhouse  and  sugar,  being  informed  that 
he  .-iupplied  the  relwl  Government  At  1:10  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  oS 
the  mouth  of  Hed  River. 
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May  i. — At  1:40  a.  m.  made  a  liglit  ahetul;  beat  to  quarters.  The 
lislit  proved  to  be  the  Benton,  together  with  the  Lafar/dte,  Pittuhurg, 
(General  lYice^  ram  Smtzerland,  and  tugboat  hi/,  all  from  Grand  Gulf, 
Signalized  the  vessels  and  communieated  with  Admiral  Porter.  From 
meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Called  for  30  volunteers  to  go  on  board  the  Ben- 
fiin  and  Pitlsf/urtf  for  the  Red  River  expedition.  Sent  20  men  to  the 
lientim  and  10  to  the  PUtshurg  for  temporary  service.  At  3  p.  m. 
Admiral  Porter's  fleet,  consisting  of  the  Benton  (flagship),  Lafayette. 
P'tishurq,  General  Price,  and  Ivu,  got  underway  and  steanied  up  Itefl 
River,  tie  ram  Swit3erlan.d  leading.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.:  Called  all 
hands  to  bury  the  dead.  Read  funei-al  service  over  remains  of  ,1.  D. 
Barnes,  fireman;  sent  same  aslTore  for  burial.  At  5  p.  m.  received  the 
remains  of  I.  B.  Hamilton,  pilot,  who  was  sent  on  board  the  Aliatrons 
and  went  up  Red  River,  where  he  wa.-<  killed  in  action  between  the 
rebel  gunboats  and  the  AlbatronH.  At  6:15  the  Siickem  arrived  fi-oni 
New  Orleans. 

Mai/ S. — At  6:30  a.  m.  sent  a  party  on  shore  to  inter  remains  of 
Pilot  Hamilton,  about  1.000  yards  befow  Colonel  Acklin's  [Ackland^] 
house,  mouth  of  Red  River.  At  S  a.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed 
down  river,  followed  by  the  Ali'itross  and  San/n-m.  At  11  saw  a  flat- 
boat  crossing  the  river  at  Bayou  Sara  with  3  hogsheads  of  .sugar  on 
board.  Fired  the  forward  rifle  gun  to  bring  her  to.  Sent  second 
cutter,  towe<l  her  alongside,  and  made  her  fast.  From  meridian  to  4 
p.  m, :  Steamers  A/infriwi  and  Snrhcin  went  to  the  opposite  shore  and 
tired  several  shots  and  burned  two  buildingH.  From  fi  to  8  p.  m.: 
Paroled  the  2  prisoners  taken  on  the  flatboat  and  sent  them  and  6 
negroes  aboard  the  Albafivfx  to  be  landed  at  Bayou  Sara. 

May  8. — At  4:40  a.  m.  the  following  officers  left  the  ship,  on  board 
the  SacJiem,  for  passage  to  New  Orleans:  Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farra- 
gut,  Fleet  Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins,  Fleet  Surgeon  J.  M.  Foltz,  Rear- 
Admiral's  Secretary  E.  C.  Gabaudao,  Fleet  Captain's  Clerk  E.  A. 
Palmer,  and  Lieutenant  S.  M,  Eaton,  U.  S.  Army  Signal  Corps. 
Sent  also  two  soldiers  belonging  to  the  Signal  CV)rps  to  the  Sachem. 
At  5  the  Siwhem  proceeded  up  the  river. 

May  9. — At  10:10  p.  m.  heard  very  heavy  firing  from  the  southward 
and  eastward.     Heara  the  last  report  at  11:20. 

May  10. — At  a  few  minutes  of  4  a.  m.  heavy  firing  commenced  to 
S.  E.  From  4  to  8  a.  m.:  Very  heavy  tiring  heard  down  river;  con- 
tinued from  4  to  ti;15  a.  m.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.:  Saw  smoke  up  Red 
River  at  5:45;  it  disappeared  at  7:30,  Firing  commenced  down  river 
at  11:55  p,  m. 

May  11. — From  4  to  lip.  m.:  Admiral  Porter  came  down  Red  River. 

May  13. — At  12:4.'>  a.  m.  heard  firing  down  river;  ceased  at  1:15 
a.  m.  At  4:20  p.  m.  the  ironclad  gunboat  Pit/nhuri/,  from  Black 
River,  came  down  and  anchored  aheaa  of  us.  Ten  of  the  volunteera 
who  went  on  the  exiffldition  up  Red  River  returned  on  tward  from  the 
Pittsbury  with  bag  and  hammock.  At  7:35  p,  m.  the  ironclad  Benton 
came  down  Red  River.  From  8  to  midnight:  Received  from  the  Ben- 
ton all  the  men  sent  to  her  for  temporary  service. 

Mavis. — At  1:5.5  a.  m.  firing  commence<l  to  the  southward  and  con- 
tiuuea  until  3  a.  ni.  At  daylight  the  gunboat  Bentim,  with  the  Gen- 
eral Pr-ice  and  tug  Ivy  towing,  went  up  the  river.  From  meridian  to 
4  p.  m. :  A  steam  tug  came  down  the  Red  River  with  dispatches  for 
Admiral  D.  D.  Porter;  gave  her  some  coal,  after  which  she  steamed 
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up  the  Mississippi  Piver.     The  Albatross  got  underway  and  steamed 
up  the  Red  River. 

May  16. — At  9  a.  m.  Commodore  Palmer,  Paymaster  Meredith,  and 
the  commodore's  clerk,  Mr.  Thomas,  left  the  ship  to  go  up  Red  River 
in  the  SacKetn,  At  11:25  p.  m.  heard  firing  in  the  direction  of  Port 
Hudson. 

May  Id. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  Heard  heavy  tiring  in  the  direction 
of  Port  Hudson. 

May  21. — Firing  down  the  river  from  2:30  to  3:30  a.  m.  From 
meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Infantry,  cavalrv,  and  artillery  passing  down  the 
west  bank,  and  at  4  two  steamboats  loaded  with  troops  arrived.  At 
5:30  p.  ra.  the  Sa^'h^m.^  with  Commodore  Palmer  and  General  Banks, 
came  down  Red  River. 

May  22. — At  5  a.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  down  river.  At  8: 15 
a.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Bayou  Sara,  Pittslnirg.^  Aliatroi<s^  SacAem^ 
and  EstreUa  at  anchor  near  by.  At  8.40  General  Banks  and  General 
Andrews  came  on  board.  At  10  got  underway  and  started  down  the 
river.  At  11  anchored  above  Port  Hudson.  Sent  signal  officer  aloft 
to  communicate  with  the  Rlehinond.  Fired  No.  12  gun  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  lower  fleet.  At  5  p.  m.  stood  down  river.  At  6:30 
came  to  anchor  off  Bayou  Sara.  Transports  <S'^.  Maurice^  St.  Charles^ 
Empire  Parish^  and  Geiiei*al  Banks  came  down  river;  also  gunboat 
Arizona. 

May  23. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Two  steamers  came  down  the 
river.  At  3  the  mortar  schooners  opened  a  heavy  fire  on  the  batteries 
at  Port  Hudson.  From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  A  steamer  loaded  with  cavalrj- 
went  alongside  the  landing.  From  8  to  midnight  heavy  tiring  heartl 
at  Port  Hudson. 

May  24'* — From  4  to  8  a.  m.  transports  passing  up  and  down,  cavalry 
and  infantry  landing.  At  8: 30  got  underway  and  steamed  down  river. 
At  9:30  rounded  to  above  Port  Hudson  and  fired  a  shell  from  the 
Sawyer  gun  into  the  rebel  batteries.  At  9:40  came  to  anchor. 
Received  from  the  Alhatross  5  rebel  prisoners  captured  on  the  point 
opposite  Port  Hudson.  Firing  hoard  during  thewatc*h  in  the  vicinity 
of  Port  Hudson.  Received  from  the  Alhatross  a  rebel  signal  officer 
and  2  men.  Sent  them  back  to  the  Alhatross.  From  meridian  to  4 
p.  m.:  Heavy  firing  heard  in  the  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  The  mortar 
vessels  below  engaged  the  rebel  batteries  from  2:30  to  4  p.  m.  From 
4  to  ()  p.  m.:  Strong  northerly  breezes.  Heavy  cannonading  between 
our  lower  fleet  and  the  rebel  batteries  at  Port  Hudson;  also  firing 
between  the  army  and  rebel  fortifications.  At  (5:30  p.  m.  received 
mail  from  the  fleet  below  Port  Hudson. 

May  25. — From  4  to  8  a.  m.:  Heard  musket  firing  in  rear  of  Port 
Hudson  during  the  watch.  Sent  Lieutenant  Watson  across  the  point 
to  communicate  with  the. lower  fleet.  At  11  a.  m.  the  steamer  Bee 
came  down  and  communicated  with  us.  From  meridian  to  4  a.  m.: 
Sent  14  rebel  prisoners  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Higbee,  U.  S.  Marine 
Corps,  with  14  marines,  to  Bayou  Sara.  The  lower  fleet  shelling  Port 
Hudson.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.  firing  heard  at  Port  Hudson.  At  8:30 
p.  m.  steamer  Empire  Parish  came  down  river,  bringing  back  Lieu- 
tenant Higbee  and  14  marines.  At  11:40  p.  m.  beat  to  general 
quarters. 

May  26.  — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Engaged  in  shelling  the  woods 
around  the  batteries  around  Port   Hudson  from  12  to   1:40  a.  m. 
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Keuminder  of  the  watch  calm  and  clear.  Albatross  also  participated  in 
shelling. 

Maij  ■SG. — At  4: 45  a.  m.  beat  to  general  quarters.  Heavy  tiring  in 
the  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  Shelled  the  woods  near  the  rebel  fortifica- 
tions. Mortars  of  the  lower  fleet  shelling  the  rebel  earthworks.  Got 
underway  and  di-opped  down  to  our  old  anchorage  near  the  point 
opposite  Port  Hudson  and  cauie  to  with  starboard  anchor  and  30 
fatooms  chain.  From  8  to  loeridian;  Sent  third  cutter  to  land  Mr. 
Watson,  who  is  going  across  the  point  to  take  the  mail  for  the  North 
and  dispatches  for  the  admiral.  Oceasional  "firing  near  Port  Hudson. 
Meridian  to  4  p.  ui.  occasional  firing  from  the  batteries  at  Port  Hud- 
son and  our  mortar  boats.  From  ti  to  8  p.  m. ;  A  large  fire  burning 
at  Port  Hudson.  Sent  second  cutter  ashore,  armed,  in  charge  of  an 
officer  for  our  messenger.  From  8  U>  midnight;  Large  fire  in  Port 
Hudson.  The  mortars  of  the  lower  fleet  boml>arding  the  rebel  fortifi- 
[.-ations  near  Poil  Hudson. 

May  ^. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Calm  and  clear.  Mortar  fleet  bom- 
barding Port  Hudson  until  4.  am.  From  1:30  to 2: 15  several  volleys 
of  musketry  heard  at  Port  Hudson,  and  also  at  4  a.  ni.  From  4  to 
8  a.  m.:  Irregular  firing  all  along  the  line  at  Port  Hudson  until  5:4,5, 
when  it  became  heavy  cannonading  on  the  left  and  running  along 
toward  the  right.  At  7:05  got  untierway  and  dropped  down  tno  river 
within  long  range  of  the  rebel  batteries.  Fired  tne  Pnrrott  rifle  and 
Sawyer  gun  a  number  of  times,  but  without  effect.  Received  dis- 
patches from  General  Banks  by  the  steamer  5ec.  At  8:20  retired 
from  action  in  obedience  to  signal  from  the  admiral.  Firing  very 
heavy  on  shore.  At  8:25  came  to  anchor.  From  8  to  meridian: 
Artiflery  firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson  during  the  wati-h.  Meridian 
to  4  p.  m.  heavy  cannonading  between  the  rebel  fortifications  and  our 
armj'.     From  6' to  8  p.  m.  heavy  tiring  at  Port  Hudson,  musketry  and 

freat  guns.  From  8  to  midnight:  Occasional  firing  during  the  wati-h 
card  at  Port  Hudson. 

Mmj  ■2S.—A.t  2  a.  m.  heard  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  in 
rear  of  Port  Hudson,  From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Heavy  tiring  of  musketry 
and  artillery  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson,  The  lower  fleet  also  engaged 
the  batteries.  From  8  to  meridian:  Mortars  of  lower  fleet  shelling 
Port  Hudson.  At  intervals  firing  of  artillery  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 
At  9  p.  m.  the  Loniniana  Belli:  came  down  the  river  with  dispatches. 
Several  guns  were  tired  from  Port  Hudson  inland.  At  11:10  the 
mortars  opened  tire  on  the  lower  batteries. 

May  SB. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  Slight  firing  over  at  Port 
Hudson.  Clear  and  plea-sant.  From  4  to  8  a.  ni.:  Musketry  heard 
during  the  watch  at  Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  meridian  occasional  tir- 
ing heard  at  Port  Hudson.  At  3:46  p.  m.  the  mortarfleet  opened  tiro 
on  the  batteries  at  Port  Hudson,  From  6  to  8  p.  m, :  Musketry  firing 
near  Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  midnight:  Light  musketry  heard  at 
Port  Hudson  and  an  occasional  gun.  The  mortars  commenced  firing 
at  11:40;  heard  a  few  muskets  on  right  bank. 

May  30. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Firing  from  the  mortars  dur- 
ing the  watch.     From  8  to  meridian:   Heard   the  report  of  several 
large  guns  during  the   watch.      From    8    p.    ni.    to   midnight:   At   l 
11:15  p.  m.  the  mortar  fleet  commenced  firing  on  Port  Hudson,  J 

May  31. — Commonces  and   until  4  a,  m.  firing  from   the   mortar  I 
boats.     From  meridian  to  4  p,  m.  occasional  shots  fired  from  the  p"*"'* 
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batteriM.     From  4  to  6  p.  m.:  At  4:30  p.  m.  the  mortar  fleet  opened 
fire  on  the  rebel  batteries  at  Port  Hudson. 

June  1. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  The  bombers  commenced  and  ood- 
tinued  bombarding  Port  Hudson  until  3  a.  m,,  when  firing  reased.  A 
few  volleja  of  musketry  were  heard.  The  rebely  repbed  by  6riiig 
inland  occasionally  with  two  great  guns.  At  9  a,  m,  steamer  Empire 
Parish  came  down  the  rlvei';  sent  8  prisoners  on  board;  placed  3 
under  sentry's  charge  and  parole  I  Hie  rest.  Fi-om  meridian  to  4  p.  m, : 
Mortars  fired  seveiul  shots  at  tae  ■mtteries.  From  8  p.  m.  to  mid- 
night mortars  firing  during  the  watch. 

June  2. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Mortars  fired  a  few  shots  durinpf  6rst 
part  of  watch.  From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Sent  7  reljel  prisoners  ashore,  to 
be  taken  across  the  point  to  lower  fleet.  From  8  to  meridian:  Heavy 
firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m, :  A  few 
volleys  of  musketry  fired  at  Port  Hudson.  From  4  to  6  p.  m, :  Occa- 
sional shots  heard  at  Port  Hudson.  Fired  forward  rifle  Parrott  up  the 
river.  At  1  p.  ni.  Chief  Engineer  Kimball  left  the  ship  on  leave  of 
absence.  At  1:10  p.  m,  the  mortars  commenced  firing  and  the  upper 
batteries  at  Port  Hudson  opened  fire  inland. 

June  3. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  At  2  a.  m.  the  mortars  of  the  lower 
fleet  ceased  tiring.  From  9  a.  m.  to  C  p.  m.:  Firing  heard  in  the 
vicinity  of  Port  Hudson  and  between  the  armies.  From  S  to  midnight: 
Mortars  commenced  about  9  p.  m. ;  continued  tiring  during  the  watch, 
Three  of  the  enemy's  guns  fired  inland  about  every  five  minutes,  froi 
before  Up.  m.  up  to  11  p.  m.  Musketry  was  heard  in  the  rear 
Port  Hudson  and  two  rockets  went  up  in  that  direction. 

June  If- — Firing  heard  at  Port  Hudson. 

June  0.— Firing  at  Port  Hudson  from  12  to  1: 30  a.  m.  From  S  td 
meridian:  Bombers  commenced  at  9:45  and  continued  bomliurding 
Port  Hudson  until  11:.^0.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Firing  heardat  Port 
Hudson.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.:  Mortar  boats  tiring  at  the  rebel  batteries 
during  the  watch. 

June  6. — Midnight  to  4  a.m.:  Bombers  operating  fi-om  1:25  to  4 
a.  m.  From  8  to  meridian:  Artillery  firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 
From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Heard  artillery  firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hud- 
son,    8  to  midnight:  Occasional  guns  heard  at  Port  Hudson. 

Jim.'  7,— From  4  to  8  a.  m.:  Artillery  firing  heard  during  the  watch- 
Meridian  to  4  a,  m, :  Musketrv  heard  occasionally  at  Port  Hudson. 
From  H  to  midnight:  A  rocket  was  sent  up  from  batteries  at  Port 
Hudson. 

JuneS. — At  1:30  a.  m.  mortars  of  lower  fleet  commenced  tiring. 
From  8  to  midnight:  The  light  of  a  fire  seen  to  northward  and  firing 
of  great  guns  heard  at  Port  Hudson. 

June  5,— Midnight  to  4  a.  m, :  Mortars  firing  from  1: 30  to  4  a.  m. 
From  8  to  meridian:  A  cavalry  detachment  made  a  reconnoi-ssance  to 
the  left  bank  of  land.  Heavy  artillery  firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 
From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Tne  mortars  of  lower  fleet  firing.  Firing 
heard  at  Port  Hudson  during  the  watch.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.;  Firing 
heard  at  Port  Hudson  during  the  watch.  8  to  midnight:  Occasional 
^ots  fired  in  the  direction  of  Port  Hudson.  At  10  p.  ni.  mortar  fleet 
commenced  tiring. 

June  10. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Mortar  vessels  firing  during  the 
watch;  also  artillery  in  the  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  From  4  to  8  a.  m.: 
Mortars  of  lower  fleet  tiring.     From  8  to  meridian:  Great  guns  tirod 
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in  and  in  the  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Firing  heaixl 
at  Port  Hudson  during  the  watch.  From  4  to6  p.  m.:  Occasional 
artillery  firing  at  Port  Hudson.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. :  Firing  in  the 
rear  oi  Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  midnight:  Mortars  of  the  army 
shelling  Port  Hudson. 

June  11. — Rain  until  4  a.  m.  Started  fires;  got  up  steam.  Bom- 
barding Port  Hudson  with  the  army  and  navy  mortars  and  the  same 
with  guns  in  the  rear.  Mortar  boats  commenced  firing  and  con- 
tinued so  during  the  wakih.  From  4  to  8  a.  m.:  Heavy  firing  at 
Port  Hudson  during  the  watch;  also  heavy  rain.  From  meridian  to 
4  p.  m. :  Heavy  artillery  firing  heard  in  the  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 
From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Firing  of  heavy  musketry  and  great  guns  heard 
from  the  army  of  Port  Hudson.  Raining  very  hard.  From  8  to 
midnight:  Firing  heard  at  Port  Hudson. 

fhme  12. — At  1:30  a.  m.  the  Laurel  Hill  came  down  from  Natchez 
with  dispatches.  Occasional  artillery  firing.  Navy  and  army  mortars 
bombarding  Port  Hudson.  Rebels  answer  with  a  large  rifle.  From 
4  to  8  a.m.:  Heavy  musketrv  and  artillery  firing  in  the  rear  of  Port 
Hudson  during  the  watc»h.  't'rom  8  to  meridian:  Firing  in  the  rear 
of  Port  Hudson  heard  at  intervals.  Meridian  to  6  p.  m. :  Firing  back 
of  Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  midnight:  Artillery  tiring  in  the  rear  of 
Port  Hudson.     At  11 :  20  p.  m.  the  mortars  opened  fire  on  the  batteries. 

June  IS. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  At  intervals,  first  two  hours,  heavy 
firing  of  musketry  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  Firing  of  great  guns  at 
intervals,  two  of  the  rebel  guns  replying.  The  mortars  of  the  lower 
fleet  firing.  A  fire  down  by  the  lower  fleet.  From  4  to  8  a.  m.  and  8 
to  meridian:  Heavy  firing  at  Port  Hudson;  some  musketry  heard  dur- 
ing the  watch.  At  4:30  p.  m.  batteries  ceased  firing.  From  4  to  6 
p.  m.:  The  mortars  of  the  lower  fleet  firing;  the  rebels  replying  with 
their  upper  batteries.  From  6  to  midnight:  Firing  at  Port  Hudson. 
Mortar  boats  opened  at  11:10  p.  m.  and  continued  during  the  watch. 

June  III.. — From  8  to  meridian:  Artillery  and  musketry  firing  in  rear 
of  Port  Hudson.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m.  and  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Mortars  bom- 
barding and  great  guns  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson  firing.     From  8  to 

midnight:  Artillery  and  mortars  firing  at  Port  Hudson.     At 

the  navy  mortars  opened  and  continued  throughout  the  watch  at  inter- 
vals of  fiv^e  minutes. 

June  15. — t'rom  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  The  mortars  of  the  navy  and 
army  firing  into  Port  Hudson.  At  2:45  a.  m.  the  mortars  of  the 
lower  fleet  ceased  bombarding.  Latter  part  of  the  watch  brisk  firing 
of  musketry,  the  rebels  replying  with  two  guns.  Guns  heard  at  Port 
Hudson  throughout  the  day.  At  9:15  p.  m.  General  Banks'  trans- 
ports came  down  the  river.  The  bombardment  of  Port  Hudson  still 
going  on. 

June  16. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Moilars  of  the  lower  fleet 
bombarding  the  batteries  during  the  watch.  The  rebels  not  replying. 
From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Brisk  firing  of  musketry  the  first  part  of  the  watch. 
From  8  to  meridian:  Saw  the  smoke  of  something  burning  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  upper  Port  Hudson  batteries.  Continual  reports  of 
musketry  and  some  artillery  and  great  guns  at  Port  Hudson.  From 
meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  The  Bee  came  down  with  dispatches  from 
Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.:  Artillery  and 
musketry  tiring  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. :  Firino^ 
in  rear  of  Port  Hudson  at  intervals.     From  8  to  midnight:  StioAS 
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{Ge)u'ntf.  Banks)  went  up  river  with  dispatches  to  steamer  SacAem. 
Mortars  oj^ned  lire  at  11:30  p.  m.  and  continued  until  12. 

./»?!(;  i/,— Midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  Mortars  nf  the  lower  fleet  firing  Kt 
intervalsduringwatch.  From  4  to 8  a.  ni. :  The  steamer  Srnr/t^m  caim 
down  and  anchored  ahead  of  the  Alhafroo'-  Several  buildingx  on  the 
left  bank  were  burned.  Heard  artillery  and  musketry  firing  in  thu 
rear  of  Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  meridian:  Firing  beard  nt  lutervak 
in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Chief  Engineer  KimboU 
returned  on  board.  From  8  to  midnight:  The  steamer  7Jf«  came  down 
with  disp»tcbe.s.  Two  rocketa  were  sent  up  from  I'ort  Iliidsun. 
Musketry  and  occasional  artillery  firing  heard  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 

Juftf  IS. — From  midnight  to  4  a,  m, :  MortJirs  of  lower  fleet  Ixini- 
barding  the  rebel  batteries.  At  2:30  ceased  firing.  Oci'aMioniii  shots 
tired  in  the  re^r  of  Port  Hudson.  From  4  U)  8  a.  m.:  Light  firing  of 
musketry  heard  during  first  hour  and  some  artillery  the  last  Iialf  hour 
of  wat4'h.  Muridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Heard  artillery  tiring  in  the  i-ear  of 
Port  Hudson. 

J»ne  19.—Yrom  S  to  meridian:  Mr.  Watson  and  Mr.  Eiiton  went 
across  to  the  lower  fleet.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m.;  Artillery  firinfr  in  the 
rear  of  Port  Hudson.  From  S  to  midnignt:  Occasional  tiring  at  Port 
H  udfton. 

JiiifHO. — Midnight  to  4  ii.  til:  \  .slight  firing  of  musketry  in  rear 
of  Port  Hudson.  From  4  t<i  S  a.  m. :  Steamer  Biv  came  down  from 
Bayou  Sara,  bringing  dispatches  to  Commodore  Palmer.  From  8  to 
meridian:  The  signal  officer  receiving  and  sending  niessagp-s  to  our 
army  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.:  Brisk  artillery 
firing  heard  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson,  the  rebels  replying  with  two 
guns.  From  ti  to  S  p,  m. :  Occasional  firing  of  great  guns  in  i-ear 
Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  midnight:  Mortars  of  the  army  tiring-  ii' 
Port  Hud.son  and  the  enemy  reph'ing. 

June  i'/.^Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Heavy  fire  of  mu^^kctry  going  oui 
Port  Hudson,  From  S  to  meridian:  Artillery  firing  in  rear  of  Pa 
Hudson.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Slight  tiring  of  musketry  and  artillei 
during  the  watch.  From  8  to  midnight:  At  !i:30  p.  ni.  heard  t' 
report  of  a  large  gun  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  At  II  heard  anotht 
No  other  firing  heard  during  the  wat<'h. 

JuneS'2. — Midnight  to  4  a.  ni.:  Several  guns  fired  in  rear  of 
Hudson  during  the  watch.     From  4  to  8  a.  ni.:  Firing  of  musket 
and  artillery  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson,     From  8  to  midnight:  An 
sional  gun  at  Port  Hudson. 

Junr'jil.— From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  An  occasional  gun  heard 
Port  Hudson.     From  4  to  8  a.  in. :  Last  hour  of  watch  artillery  firii 
heard  at  Port  Hudson.     From  8  to  12  meridian:  Occasional  great 
fired  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.     From  6  to  8  p.  m.:  Firing  at 
Hudson. 

June 2^. — From  midnight  to  4a.  in.;  At  times  a  large  and  v 
strange  appearing  fire  inland,  to  southward  and  westward.     Fram  ifl 
8  a-  m.:  Guns  heard  occasiomillv  at  Port  Hudson.     From  8  to  i  * 
night:  Occasionally  artillery  firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hud.son, 

June  S/i. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Slight  firing  of  artillery  and  I 
ketry  in  rear  of  Port  Hud.-*on.     From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  He| 
artillery  firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 

JimrM. — From  meridian  to  4  p.  mi.:  Heavy  firing  heard  at  ]  _ 

Hudson.     From  4  tot!  p.  m. :  Heavy  firing  at  Port  Hudson.     Frt 


*!  to  S  p.  m.:  Firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson,  the  rettels  replying  with 
tbeir  guns.  From  8  to  midnight:  Moderate  tiring  of  mortars  and  great 
guns  on  Port  Hudson,  enemy  replying. 

June  S7. — Midnight  to  4  a.  ra. :  Cannonading  going  on  at  Port  Hud- 
son. From  i  to  8  a.  m.:  Artillery  firing  in  the  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 
From  a  to  meridian:  Artillery  tiring  near  Port  Hudson.  From  4  to  6 
p.  m. :  Firing  going  on  at  Port  Hudson.  From  t!  to  8  p.  m. :  Firing  at 
Port  Hud.son.  From  8  to  midnight:  Occasional  guns  fired  in  rear  of 
Port  Hudson. 

./imf  S8. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Occasional  tiring  at  Port  Hudson  by 
the  army  mortars  and  great  guns.  From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Firing  heard 
at  Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  meridian:  Firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hud- 
son. Meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  At  12:45  p.  m.  sent  Mr.  Meredith  to  Gen- 
eral Banks'  headquarters  with  dispatches.  At  1  p.  m.  an  orderly 
came  on  hoard  from  the  general's  oeadquarterH,  At  2:15  p.  m.  the 
Jieti  came  down  from  Bayou  Sara  with  dispat^rhes  and  three  soldiers 
of  Seventy-fifth  Regiment  of  New  York  Volunteers  who  were  arrested 
at  St,  Francisville.  They  were  put  under  sentry's  charge.  Our  Iwt- 
tery  on  the  left  hank  hombarding  the  citadel  all  the  watch.  From  4 
to  6  p.  m.:  Firing  of  great  guns  in  rear  of  Port  Hud.son.  From  S  to 
midnight;  Artillery  firing  in  roar  of  Port  Hudson. 

■/line  29. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  Mortars  and  batteries  of  the  army 
firing  from  the  rear  into  Port  Hudson,  the  rebels  not  replying.  From 
4  to  8  a.  m. :  Lieutenant  Higbee,  with  a  corporal,  went  to  the  army 
in  charge  of  3  prisoners  of  the  Seventy-fifth  Kegiment  of  New  York 
Volunteers.  Occasional  firing  of  great  guns  by  the  lower  butteries 
on  Port  Hudson,  From  8  to  meridian;  The  bombardment  of  Port 
Hudson  going  on.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Several  guns  were  fired  in 
rear  of  Kirt  Hudson  during  the  watch.  Fi-om  4  to  midnight:  The 
Itombardment  of  Port  Hudson  going  on. 

June  ,S0,— Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Brisk  firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 
Meridian  to  8  p.  m.:  Firing  going  on  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 

Jnly  1, — From  midnight  to  8  a.  m. :  Firing  at  Port  Hudson.  From 
R  to  meridian:  Firing  of  artillery  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  The  rebel 
guns  along  the  river  firing.  Meridian  to  4  p.  »i. :  Lower  lottery  firing 
slowly  but  steadily  during  the  watch.  Rebels  did  not  reply.  Fi-om 
4  to  midnight:  Occasional  firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 

Jnly  a. — From  11  a.  m.  to  12  meridian  the  heavy  guns  at  Port 
Hudson  engaged  our  imtteries  on  the  point.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m.: 
Heavy  guns  firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson,  rebel  batteries  replying. 
From  4  to  6  p.  ni. ;  Firing  at  Port  Hudson.  From  » to  midnight:  All 
quiet  at  Port  Hudson. 

July  3. — A  few  guns  fired  in  rear  of  Port  Hudnon  during  the  watch. 
From  4  to  8  a.  m.:  Transferred  to  the  U.  S.  naval  battery  in  rear  of 
PortHudson  ammunition.  From  8  to  meridian:  Chief  Kngineer  James 
B.  Kimball  left  the  ship,  lieing  ordered  North.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m.: 
Heavy  guns  were  fired  during  the  watch  on  the  right  of  our  forces. 
From  4  to  8  p.  m.:  Occasional  firing  in  the  rear  of  Port  Hudson, 
From  8  to  midnight:  Firing  going  on  at  Port  Hudson. 

Jjili/  ^.^Midnigbt  to  4  a.  m. ;  Occasional  musketrv  and  artillery  fir- 
ing hi  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  From  4  to  8  a.  m.:  Firing  in  rear  of 
Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  meridian:  Batteries  opened  on  our  batteries 
on  the  point,  which  returned  the  fire.  Batteries  in  rear  opened  on 
Port  Hudson  first  part  of  watch.     Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Firing  going 
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{Getieritl  Banks)  went  up  river  with  dispatcher  to  steamer  SaeAm- 
Mortars  opened  lire  at  11:30  p.  m.  and  continued  until  12. 

./n7iei7.— Midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  Mortars  of  the  lower  fleet  firing  at 
intervalsdurtngwatch.  Front  4  to S  a.  ni. :  The  steamer  SachejnaoDA 
down  and  unchored  ahead  of  the  Af/xtfr'nc.  Sevenil  buildings  on  the 
left  hank  were  burned.  Heard  artillery  and  musketry  firing  in  the 
rear  of  Fort  Hudson.  From  S  to  tneridiau:  Firing  heard  at  mten-als 
in  rear  of  Port  Hudson,  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Chief  Engineer  Kimball 
returned  on  bcmrd.  From  (S  to  midnight:  Tho  steanter  Z?(V  canie  down 
with  dispatches.  Two  roi'kct^  were  sent  up  from  Port  lludson. 
Musketry  and  ocL-aaional  artillery  firing  heard  in  rear  of  Port  lltidson. 

Jvju- J'S. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m,:  Mortaraof  lower  fleet  l>om- 
bai-ding  the  rebel  batteries.  At  2:30  eeaaed  firing.  Occasional  shots 
lired  in  the  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  From  4  to  8  a.  in.:  Light  firing  of 
musketry  heard  during  fir,st  hour  and  some  artillery  the  last  li:il  f  bour 
of  watch.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Heard  artillery  hring  in  tho  ruar  of 
Port  Hudson. 

>/i(tie  19. — From  8  to  meridian:  Mr,  Watson  and  Mr.  I'liitun  went 
across  to  the  lower  fleet.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m,:  Artillery  lirinfj  in  the 
rear  of  Port  Hudson.  From  S  to  midnight:  Occasional  firing  at  Port 
lludson. 

Jun-f  SO. — Midni^t  to  4  a.  ni, :  A  slight  firing  of  musketry  in  rear 
of  Port  Hudson.  From  4  t^i  8  a.  ni.:  Steamer  Br<:  came  down  from 
Bayou  Sara,  bringing  dispatches  to  Commodore  Palmer.  From  8  to 
meridian:  The  .signal  officer  receiving  and  sending  messages  to  our 
army  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.:  Brisk  artillery 
tiring  heard  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson,  the  rebels  replying  with  two 

?Lins.     From  ti  to  8  p.  m.:  Oetysional  tiring  of  great  guns  in  i-ear  of 
ort  Hudson.     From  H  to  midnight:  Mortars  of  the  army  tiring  into 
Port  Hudson  and  the  enemy  replying. 

June  5/.— Midnight  to  4  a.  ni. :  Heavy  fire  of  inunkctry  going  on  at 
Port  Hudson.  From  S  to  meridian:  Artillery  tiring  in  rear  of  Port 
Hudson.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Slight  firing  of  musketry  and  artillery 
during  the  watch.  From  8  to  midnight:  At  1>:30  p.  m.  heard  the 
report  of  a  large  gun  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  At  11  heard  anoth< 
No  other  tiring  hoard  during  the  watt^b, 

JuiieSS. — ^ Midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  Several  guns  tired   in  rear  of 
Hudson  during  the  wat«h.     From  4  to  S  a.  m.:  Firing  of  muskel 
and  artillery  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.     From  8  to  midnight:  An 
sional  gun  at  Poil  Hudson. 

Juni:'li-i. — From  midnight  lo  4  a.  m. :  An  occasional  gun  heard 
Port  Hudson.     From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Last  hour  of  watch  artillery  tirii  ^ 
hetird  at  Port  Hudson.    From  8  to  12  meridian:  Occasional  great  guns 
fired  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.     From  ti  to  8  p.  ni.:  Firing  at  Port 
Hudson. 

June^If. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  At  times  a  large  and  vt 
strange  appearing  lire  inland,  to  southward  and  westward.     From 
8  a.  m.:  Guns  heard  occasionallv  at  Port  Hudson.     From  8  to  ■ 
night:  Occasionally  artillery  firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hud.'ion, 

y«K<7  55. ^Midnight  to  4  a.  ra.:  Slight  firing  of  artilleiy  and 
ketry  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.     From  meriaian  to  4  p.  ra. :  Hi 
artillery  firing  in  rear  of  I'ort  Hudson. 

Jnii'-SG. — From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Heavy  firing  heaid  at 
Hudson.     From  4  lo  ti  p.  m.:  Heavy  firing  at  Port  Hudson. 
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C.  to  8  p.  m.:  Firinp;  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson,  the  rebels  replying;  with 
their  guns.  From  8  to  midnight:  Moderateliring  of  mortarH  and  great 
guns  ou  Port  Hudson,  enemy  replying. 

June  S7. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Cannonading  going  on  at  Port  Hud- 
son. From  4  to  ^  a.  m. ;  Artillery  firing  in  the  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 
From  H  to  meridian:  Artillery  firing  near  Port  Hudson.  From  4  to  6 
p.  m. :  Finng  going  on  at  Port  Hudson.  From  G  to  8  p.  m. :  Firing  at 
Port  Hudson.  From  H  to  midnight:  Occasional  guns  lired  in  rear  of 
Port  Hudson. 

./(*n^£!c¥.— Midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  Occasional  firing  at  Port  Hudson  by 
the  army  mortars  and  great  guns.  From  4  to  N  n.  m. :  Firing  heard 
at  Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  meridian:  Firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hud- 
son. Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  At  12:45  p.  m.  sent  Mr.  Meredith  to  Gen- 
eral Banks'  headquarters  with  dispatches.  At  1  p.  m.  an  orderly 
came  on  board  from  the  general's  headquarters.  At  2:15  p.  lu.  the 
Befi  fame  down  from  Bayou  Sara  with  dibpati^hes  and  three  soldiers 
of  Seventy-fifth  Kegiment  of  New  York  Volunteers  who  were  arrested 
at  St.  Francisville.  They  were  put  under  sentry's  charge.  Our  bat- 
tery on  the  left  l»ank  bombarding  the  citadel  all  the  watch.  From  4 
to  6  p.  m. :  Firing  of  great  guns  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  From  8  to 
midnight:  Artillery  firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 

■fiuieSS. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  Mortars  and  batteries  of  the  army 
firing  from  the  rear  into  Port  Hudson,  the  rebels  not  replying.  From 
4  to  S  a.  m.:  Lieutenant  Higbee,  with  a  corporal,  went  to  the  army 
in  charge  of  3  prisoners  of  the  Seventy-fifth  Kegiment  of  New  York 
Volunteers.  OccAsional  firing  of  great  guns  l>y  the  lower  batteries 
on  Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  meridian:  The  homhardment  of  Port 
Hudson  going  on.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Several  guns  were  fired  in 
rear  of  I\>rt  Hudson  during  the  watch.  From  4  to  midnight:  The 
bombardment  of  Port  Hudson  going  on, 

i/m/i^.?0, —Midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  Brisk  firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 
Meridian  to  8  p.  m.:  Firing  going  on  m  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 

•Ivly  1. — From  midnight  to  8  a.  m. :  Firing  at  Port  Hudson.  From 
8  to  meridian:  Firing  of  artillery  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  The  rebel 
guns  along  the  river  tiring.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Ijower  battery  firing 
slowly  but  steadily  during  the  watch.  Rebels  did  not  i-eply.  From 
4  to  midnight:  OceasionaT  tiring  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 

Jul;/  ™. — From  11  a.  m.  to  1*2  meridian  the  heavy  guns  at  Port 
Hudson  engaged  our  liatteries  on  the  point.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m.: 
Heavy  guns  firing  in  rear  of  Port  Hudson,  rebel  batlerien  replying. 
From  4  to  fi  p.  m. :  Firing  at  Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  midnight:  All 
quiet  at  Port  Hudson. 

Jii/y  ■). — A  few  guns  fired  in  rejir  of  Port  Hudson  during  the  watch. 
Prom  4  to  8  a.  m.:  Transferred  to  the  L'.  S.  naval  battery  in  rear  of 
Port  Hudson  ammunition,  From  8  to  meridian:  Chief  Engmeer  James 
B.  Kimball  left  the  ship.  I}eing  ordered  North,  Meridian  to  4  p.  m.: 
Heavy  guns  were  tired  during  the  watch  on  the  right  of  our  lorces. 
From  4to  8p.  ni.:  Octiasional  tiring  in  the  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 
From  8  to  mianight:  Firing  going  on  at  Port  Hudson. 

Jii/y^. ^Midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  Occasional  niusketryand  artillery  fir- 
ing in  rear  of  Port  Hudson,  From  4  to  8  a.  m.:  Firing  in  rear  of 
Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  meridian;  Batteries  opened  on  our  batteries 
on  the  point,  which  returned  the  fire.  Batteries  ii>  rear  opened  on 
Port  Hudson  first  part  of  watch.     Meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Firing  going 
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on  at  Port  Hudson.  Received  on  board  3  prisoners  sent  from  our 
forces  on  the  point  opposite  Port  Hudson.  1  rom  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Put  3 
negroes,  jjrisoncrs  (suspected  of  outrages),  in  double  irons.  Lively 
artillery  lighting  at  Port  Hudson.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. :  Occasional  fir- 
ing in  rear  of  Port  Hudson.  From  8  to  midnight:  Gunboat  An^ona 
arrived  from  Vicksburg,  having  on  board  Colonel  Smith,  with  dis- 
j^atches  from  General  Grant  to  General  Banks. 

July  5, — From  8  to  meridian:  Occasional  guns  fired  at  Port  Hudson. 

July  6*. — From  8  to  meridian:  Firing  at  Port  Hudson.  From  4  to 
Op.  m. :  IT.  S.  batteries  opening  on  Port  Hudson,  which  returi\,ed  the 
tire.  From  0  to  8  p.  m. :  Engaged  in  refitting  rigging  that  had  been 
damaged  in  action.  From  8  to  midnight:  Made  a  steamer's  lig'ht  up 
river. 

Jidy  7. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  The  light  reported  the  previous 
watch  proved  to  be  the  steamer  Bee^  bringing  the  news  of  the  fall  of 
Vicksburg;  also  that  the  steamer  General  Price  was  aground  off  Pointe 
Couple.  Sent  the  steamers  iMurel  Hill  and  Empire  Parish  to  pull 
her  off.  From  4  to  8  a.  m:  Steamers  Gen^n^al  Price  and  Empire  Par- 
ish arrived  from  up  river.  Lieutenant  Watson  started  for  General 
Banks'  headquarters  and  Ensign  Hazeltine  for  the  lower  fleet  to  inform 
them  of  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg.  From  12  to  1:30  p.  m.  heavy 
cannonading  at  Port  Hudson  on  our  right  and  left  wings. 

July  8, — At  8:45  a.  m.  an  orderly  came  on  board  with  dispatches 
from  General  Banks  to  the  commodore.  At  9  a.  m.  started  fires  as  did 
all  the  transports.  At  0:30  the  IjmiHiana  Belle  started  for  Bayou 
Sara.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.:  The  army  at  Port  Hudson  signalized  to  us; 
answered  them.  Paymaster  Meredith  returned  on  board  from  New 
Orleans. 

July  9. — At  12:45  a.  m.  received  dispatches  from  General  Banks. 
At  1  ordered  the  transports  to  get  underway  and  report  at  Mt. 
Pleasant  Ltinding.  Colonel  Smith  came  on  board  as  bearer  of  dis- 
pat<*hes  from  General  Banks,  with  orders  to  rej)ort  for  passage  for 
Vicksburg.  At  3:30  a.  m.  the  transports  went  down  the  river.  At  9 
came  to  anchor  above  Port  Hudson  on  account  of  crank  pin  becoming 
heated.  At  lo  got  und(M*way  and  stood  down  past  Port  Hudson.  At 
10:10  the  army  tiring  a  salute  when  the  American  flag  w^as  raised  over 
the  place.     At  10:45  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  below  Port  Hudson. 

July  10, — At  ♦)  a.  in.  got  underway  and  steamed  up  to  Port  Hudson 
batteries.  From  8  to  meridian:  General  Banks  visited  the  ship.  Left 
at  1  p.  m.  Called  all  hands  to  cheer  ship.  At  2:45  p.  m.  got  under- 
way and  started  down  the  river,  AlbafroifH  and  Ei<treUa  in  company 
with  us.  At  3  passed  the  Wi/tcma,,  with  dispatches  for  commodore  and 
Captain  Jenkins.  Sent  the  Alhatross  after  those  for  the  commodore 
ana  received  them  about  4  p.  m.  At  5:30  j).  m.  came  to  anchor  off 
Baton  Rouge.  From  ^  to  midnight  engaged  building  barricades  around 
poop,  etc. 

duly  IL — Ste^iming  down  the  river.  At  J): 30  a.  m.  anchored  off 
Donaldsonville.  At  10:50  a.  m.  went  to  quarters  and  prepared  for 
action.  Fired  the  forward  Parrott  rifle  at  the  different  points  as  we 
passed.  Fired  the  broadside  guns  at  embrasures  cut  in  the  levee. 
From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Steaming  down  the  river  in  charge  of  the 
pilot.  Passed  t\\Q M(m(nt(jaliela  and  ironclad  7^/<.s7./'  at  anchor.  Cheered 
ship.  Steamers  Alhafroni^  and  Et<trella  in  company.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. : 
Passed  the  slcK)p  of  war  Portammtth  at  anchor  otf  Carrollton.    At  6:30 
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p.  m.  passed  the  Penaacola;  rounded  to,  and  at  8:35  the  PenBaoolafinA 
lennessee  cheered  ship,  which  we  returned.  At  6:40  came  to  anchor 
astern  of  the  Pensacola. 

Augvst  1. — At  9:30  a.  m.  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Black  Hawk^  with 
Admiral  D.  D.  Porter  on  board,  came  down  the  river,  accompanied  by 
the  gunboat  Conestoga.  As  they  passed  they  fired  a  salute  of  fourteen 
guns,  which  the  U.  b.  ship  Partsmouth  returned,  and  we  cheered  ship. 
Admiral  Porter  visited  the  ship  and  was  received  by  the  marine  guard. 
From  6  to  8  p.  m.:  Called  all  nands  up  anchor,  hove  up  port  anchor, 
steamed  up  tne  river  and  turned  round.  Was  cheered  as  we  passed 
the  fleet,  which  we  returned;  stood  down  the  river  in  charge  of  the 
pilot. 

August  12. — At  1  p.  m.  came  to  off  the  navy  yard.  New  York. 

August  16. — At  8  a.  m.  the  French  ensign  was  displayed  at  the  North 
CaroUnals  fore  and  a  salute  fired  in  honor  of  the  birthday  of  the 
Emperor.  At  11  a.  m.  hoisted  the  French  ensign  at  the  fore.  The 
U.  S.  S.  Miantono7nahYf9i&  launched  at  the  navy  yard. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  JSssex^  Commander  C.  ff.  B.  CalchjoM^ 

U.  S.  Navy^  commanding. 

Sunday,  May  i,  1863.— OS  Profit  Island. 

Monday^  May  6. — At  7:45  a.  m.  rebel  steamer  came  down  the  river 
under  a  flag  of  truce  and  landed  under  the  batteries  of  Port  Hudson. 
At  8:20  steamer  Iberville  came  up  the  river  with  flag  of  truce.  9:30 
rebel  steamer  Starlight  came  down  river  and  went  alongside  of  the 
Iberville.     At  11  Starliqht  went  up  river  and  Iberville  went  down  river. 

Thursday^  May  8. — Below  Port  Hudson.  Clear,  with  light  breeze 
N.  W.  12:20  a.  ni.  steamer  Sallie  Robinson  went  down  river.  At  2 
all  mortar  schooners  were  in  line.  2:30  mortars  opened  fire  on  the 
rebel  batteries;  at  same  time  we  opened  with  our  forward  battery  and 
12-pound  howitzer.  2:35  Mr.  Parker  went  with  16  men  on  shore,  set 
fire  to  the  fence  and  brushwood,  cut  down  some  trees,  captured  a  bale 
of  cotton,  and  destroyed  a  picket  station.  Mr.  Parker  returned  at 
3: 30.  During  action  we  fired  36  rounds.  4: 30  ceased  firing.  11  a.  m. 
made  signal  for  mortar  boats  to  commence  firing. 

Friday^  May  9. — Below  Port  Hudson.  Calm  and  clear.  Mortars 
ceased  firing  at  12:30.  Fired  1  round  from  our  battery.  9:30  a.  m. 
Ida  commenced  towing  mortar  boats  into  position.  9:50  got  up 
anchor  and  moved  up  closer  to  the  batteries.  10  came  to  anchor. 
10:30  mortar  boats  commenced  firing  to  get  range.  12:30  tug  Ida 
went  down  river.  At  2  U.  S.  S.  Richmxmd  steamed  up  under  our  port 
quarter  and  commenced  firing  from  her  bow  rifled  guns  at  the  oat- 
teries.  At  3: 30  Richmond  ceased  firing  and  dropped  down  to  her  old 
anchorage.     10  p.  m.  mortars  commenced  shelling  the  batteries. 

Sunday^  May  10, — 1  a.  m.  tug  Ida  came  up  river,  having  in  tow 
barken  tine  Horace  Reals.  At  3:45  made  signal  for  the  mortar  fleet  to 
commence  firing.  Commenced  firing  from  mortars  at  3:52  a.  m. 
From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Clear  and  calm.  Mortars  shelling  the  rebel  bat- 
teries. At  4:25  rebels  opened  fire  on  us  with  rifled  guns.  Immedi- 
ately called  all  hands  to  quarters  and  opened  on  them  with  our  forward 
battery.     At  b:  Ob  Richmond  got  underway  and  came  up  alongside. 
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At  5:15  HwAj/unid  opened  with  her  two  fofwai-d  rifles.  At  5:  SO  Siti 
■nnm<!  tired  her  starboard  broadside.  All  ceased  tiring  at  6: 15, 
part  of  watch  rebels  at  work  on  their  earthworks!,  repairins;. 
At  12  midnight  mortars  opened  fire  on  batteries.  1  ceasea  fii 
and  commenced  to  shift  their  position.  Got  up  anchor  and  drift 
down  to  an  anchorage  below.  At  10  a.  m.  st*'amcr  Ifierville  came  up 
and  landed  ii  load  of  prisoners  on  the  point  ahead  of  us.  At  10;  30 
rebel  steamer  Starlii/M  came  down  the  river  and  took  on  board  the 
prisoners. 

Tuentidi/,  May  12. — Below  Port  Hudson.     At  1  a.  m.  opened  fireo 
tho  batteries  with  our  forward  guns.     Mortars  opened  at  the  st 
At  2  ceased  firing.     We  fired  9  rounds. 

Wedjieidn;/,  Ma;/  13. — At  2  a.  m.  mortar  boats  opened  fire  on  I 
rebel  batteries.  At  3  mortars  ceased.  Frommeridiiinto4p.m.:  Fin 
one  shell  at  some  men  on  the  blulf  and  several  at  the  house  on  t) 
right  of  the  bluff.  At  11  p.  m.  mortars  commenced  firing;  ceased  i 
12. 

Thursday.,  May  7.(.— At  12: 10  p.  m.  U.  S.  S.  QeiieK.:^  came  up. 
3  p.  m.  came  astern  and  opened  on  batteries  with  her  lOO-pound* 
ritie.    At  4:  SOceased  firing,  got  underway,  and  stood  down  and  ancboi 
abreast  of  the  Richmond. 

Fridn;/^  May  15. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m.:  Mortar.s  comment 
firing  and  ceased  at  2.  At  9  p.  m.  tug  Ida  came  alongside  with  Coloi 
Grierson  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Prince,  of  the  Seventh  lUinolB  Cav^ 
airy,  Lieutenant-Commander  Terry,  of  the  Richnbond,  and  Captain 
[John  L.]  Swift,  of  General  Grover's  staff.  At  9:20  mortars  opi'ned 
fire  on  the  batteries;  ceased  at  10;  20.  The  Ida  with  the  above-named 
gentlemen  on  board  left  for  the  Richmond. 

Saturday,  May  76.— From  8  to  midnight:  Mortars  opened  at 
ceased  at  11:40, 

Sunday,  May  77.— From  4  to  6  p.  m.     At  5:10  opened  fire  on 
reliel  batteries  from  our  forwaixi  guns;  mortal's  firing  to  get  rani 
At  6:15  ceased  firing.     O-nesef  came  up  and  made  fast  to  bank;  coi 
tnenced  tiring  at  the  rebel  batteries  with  her  forward  rifle  gun. 
7:30  cast  off  from  the  bunk  and  came  to  anchor  astern  of  the  Eswai, 

Mrmd'iy,  May  IS.— At  U:ib  a.   m.  I'.  S.  S.  Monimpahda.  bei 
the  admii-al's  flag,  cauie  up  river.     At  fi  p.  m,  the  Mimwtgahda  ... 
down  the  river.     At  5:40  (ienesee  dropped  down  to  the  Richmond. 

May  IS.,  19,  27,— Mortars  firing  at  night  on  the  rebel  Imtteries. 

Friday,  May  2S. — From  3  to  6  p,  m,  transports  landing  troops  at 
Springfield  landing.  From  8to  midnight:  Reoels  fired  twogunafrom 
the  batterie-s  and  a  fire  broke  out  on  the  we.>*t  bank  of  the  river  oppo- 
site the  batteries. 

Saturtfoy,  May  23. — At  3  a,  m.  mortars  opened;  3:30  ceased  firing. 
At  2:30  p.  m.  (^ptain  Alden  came  on  board;  3: 10  left  ship.  3:40 got 
underway  and  steamed  over  the  river  to  sea  range  of  moi-tars.  "  """ 
mortars  commenced  tiring;  ceased  4:45.  Steamed  back  to  c 
anchorage,  fi  flaf^^h\\>  Mononga/ida  anchored.  10:35  mortars  O] 
fire  on  batteries;  11:35  ceased  firing.  Fired  several  rounds  fi 
forward  battery. 

Sunday,  May  S^. — At  3: 10  a.  m,  rebels  beat  the  long  roll, 
8  to  meridian:  Heard  occasional  firing  in  the  rear  of  the  liatteril 
'i;10p.  m.  got  underwitv  and  slenmed  up  oppoisite  the  Green  Bl 
commencetT  firing  on  tfie  rebel  tmlt<>ries;   were  inaction  two  boi 
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were  struck  six  times.  daDiage  small.  Thomas  Bourne  (quartermaster), 
D.  O.  Lacey[orD.  O'LearyJ,  Frederick  Phillips,  SiicDcer  Drake,  Harry 
Chain,  seamen,  aliglitty  wounded.  At  4:30  dropped  out  of  action  and 
anchored  at  our  old  plaie  from  which  we  Mtartm.  At  8:30  tug  com- 
menced towing  art  mortar  boats  into  position. 

Monday,  Jiliiy  1!5. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m.  heard  firing  in  the 
rear  of  Port  Hudson  and  saw  the  flashe.t  of  guns.     At  9  got  underway 
and  anchored  about  200  yards  farther  up  the  river.     Flagisiiip  made 
signal.     Steamer  Antona  arrived.     Officer  arrived  from  the  army  and 
reported  having  established  a  line  of  pickets  from  Bayou  Sai-a  road  to  . 
the  river.     At  2  a  detachment  of  cavalry  arrived  at  the  top  of  the  J 
lower  batter}',  a  detachment  of  which  came  on  board.     At  3  troopa  ' 
returned;  heard  heavy  firing  in  direction  of  upper  twtteries.     From  8 
to  midnight:  Tug  fdfi  towed  mortar  schoonern  aliont  200  yards  farther 
up  the  river.     9  neard  a  volley  of  musketry  iu  rear  of  Port  Hudson. 
From  11  to  12  heard  artillery  in  same  direction. 

Tuesday,  May  SG. — At  12  midnight  Hartford  opened  fire  from 
above  the  batteries,  1:30  ceased.  Ileard  heavv  firing  in  the  I'earof 
batteries  at  intervaW  From  4  to  s  a.  ni.:  fleard  firing  from  the 
Hn/rtford.  6: 10  mortars  opened  to  get  the  range;  li:30  ceased  firing. 
Meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Fired  several  shell  and  shrapnel  ut  rebel  works, 
Gevsee  and  O.  If.  I^e  firing  at  same  time.  Heavy  shots  tired  to 
northward.  4  to  8  p.  m.:  Heavy  artillery  firing  in  rear  of  batteries 
at  intervals.  10  p.  m.  mortars  commenced  firing  one  shell  every  five 
minutes.     Occasional  shota  heard  in  the  rear  of  rebel  batteries. 

U'-'(/n(?Wa3i,J/«v 27.— Mortars  continued  bombardment  until  4  a,  m., 
when  they  ceased.  Heard  occasional  firing.  At  ti  a.  in.  got  underway, 
called  all  hands  to  quarters,  and  steamed  up  toward  the  batteries. 
P'lom  8  to  meridian:  Commenced  firing  at  the  batteries,  gradually 
nearing  them.  When  up  as  far  as  the  Green  Bluff  dropped  down  out 
of  action.  Fi-om  4  to  6  p.  m,:  Heavy  firing  in  rear  of  batteries.  At 
6  flagship  made  siifnal,  get  underway.  Hove  up  anchor  and  went  up 
river.  7:30  tug  Ida  came  alongside,  and  we  dropped  down  to  our  old 
anchorage.  From  H  to  midnight:  Reliels  were  tiring  toward  the /Tffr/- 
fi'fd  about  once  in  thirty  minutes  during  the  wat<'h. 

Thwxdmi,  MayHS.—KX,  6:15  a.  m.  discoveri'd  that  the  retels  had   ' 
mounted  twogunsin  theirmainwork;  opened  fire  upon  them;  mortars 
also  opened.     The  rebels  returned  the  tire.     Nobody  hurt.     We  were 
struck  several  times.     The  remainder  of  the  fleet  dropped  down  out 
of  range.     At  7,  our  shell  l>eing  out,  we  ceased  firing.     From  8  to 
meridian:  Rebels  firing  occasional  shot  from  their  guns.     Sent  launch 
and  cutter  on  board  the  Rkhmimd  after  ammunition.     Boats  brought 
on  board  100  IX-inch  shell  and  powder.     At  10  reliels  ceased  firing. 
At  11:45  gunboat  AV/i(?f>  came  up  the  river.     From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.: 
Carpenters  and  blacksmiths  repiiiring  damage.     At  7:10  beard  mus- 
ketry in  rearof  enemy's  works.     Musketry  continued  until  8:45  p.  ra.    , 
with  occasional  discharge  of  artillery.     At  11  mortar  boatji  opened  on    . 
the  batteries,  tiring  one  shell  every  five  minutes. 

.?H(/ay,  J/ay  5P. —Mortars  firing  at  intervals  of  five  minutes.  At 
12:50  (midnight)  rebels  opened  on  us  with  rifled  guns,  tiring  at  every 
flash  of  the  mortars.  3: 10  a.  m.  dropped  down  out  of  range,  mortar 
.schooners  dropping  at  same  time.  5:50  heard  tiring  from  the  upper 
batteries,  which  continued  during  the  watch.  From  8  to  meriaian: 
Scattered  discharges  of  musketry  and  artillery  in  rear  of  enemy's 
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works.  Admiral  Farra^t  visited  the  ship.  Meridian  to  i  p.  m. : 
Mortars  opened  on  Imtteries.  Gunboat  Kinen  came  up  and  went 
down.  Put  under  arrest  Mr,  Charles  Burt,  third  assistant  engineer, 
by  order  of  Captain  Caldwell,  f or  uaing  seditious  langiiaj^e.  11 :  15  p.  m. 
Mrmongakela  aoisteA  ivi o  tqA  Hght'^  at  the  fore.  11:30  mortarti  opened 
lire. 

Satntrday,  May  30. — Mortars  firing.     At  12(miduight)  rebels  return 
the  fire.     1  a.  m.  rebels  ceased  firing.     From  4  to  8  a.  in. :  Heavy  mus- 
ketry fire  in  rear  of  the  batteries.     From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Heard 
occasional  ahota  in  rear  of  enemy's  works,     lip,  m.  mortars  coi 
menced  firing.     Rebels  shelling  the  woods. 

Sviidiii/^  May  31. — Mortars  continued  tiring  at  intervals  of  fii 
minutes  until  3  a.  m.,  when  they  ceased.  At  4:45  p.  m.  mortars  opei 
fire  CD  rebel  batteries.  We  iired  .several  shots  from  our  60-pounder 
rifles.  At  6:15  rebels  commenced  returning  the  fire,  Mfmnngah^la, 
Jiic/imond,  and  Oejieaee  opened  with  rifled  guns.  At  6  Richmond 
made  signal.  H:  10  ceased  firing  on  both  sides.  At  J  0:30  p.  m.  flag- 
ship M»nongahda  dropped  down  abreast  of  the  Richmond. 

Mcmday^  June  1, — At  la  (midnight)  mortars  opened  and  continued 
firing  at  intervals  of  five  minutes  until  3  a,  m.  The  enemy  fired  dur- 
ing tliis  time  15  shot  in  three  different  directions,  viz.  up  river  and 
to  the  rear  of  the  works,  left  and  ri^t.  At  1.10  p.  m.  rebels 
opened  tire  from  upper  battery.  1:10  Rich-nioiid  opened  tire;  2:lt» 
ceased  tiring,  Giiwuee  commenced  firing  and  continued  until  3:ir 
silencing  rebel  battery,  •!:  15  steamer  Antoua  went  down.  10  p. 
mortars  opened  fire  on  rebel  batteries,  throwing  one  shell  every  fii 
minutes. 

Twsuday.  June  2. — Jour  mortars  continue  firing  until  1  a.  m. 
enemy  opened  tire  from  upper  batterv:  3:30  ceased  firing,     At 
p.  ni.  moitars  opened  tiie  on  the  rebel  Imtteries.     Rebels  tiring 
sionally  and  shelling  the  woods  at  the  right. 

Wedne>iday,Jnne3.~Mo\'t&TS  eoi]tinue<l  tiring  until  2  a.  m.  The 
enemy  tired  li  shell  from  the  upper  batteries  in  the  direction  uf  our 
armies  at  2:45.  2:30  p.  m.  hejird  tiring  in  the  direction  of  the  army. 
At  10  p.  m.  moi-tars  tire,  throwing  a  shell  evei'y  five  minutes.  RebM 
commenced  shelling  the  woods.  Genesee  opened  fire  with  her  rifl( 
Rebels  ceased  tiring  at  11: 15:  Oenesrre  at  11:30, 

TAurnday,  June  4- — Mortars  ceased  firing  at  2  a.  m.     At  1: 15  p. 
steantera  An t<>f)ii  and  Reliunce  t^nuio  up  river.     2:15  steamer  Satititit 
came  up,  went  over  to  oppasite  side  of  river,  and  took  on  board  contl 
bands.     4  Ensign  She{mrd  went  on  shore  to  the  naval  battery  wH 
the  following  men,  composing  the  IX-Jnch  gun's  crew,  of  the  set   ~ 
division:  William  Lfwis  (coxswain),  William  Shea  (coxswain),  J. 
Leader,  Charles  Mitchell,  William  Bruce,  P.  Sullivan,  Charles  Mulll 
Thomas  Keefe,  Adam  Vulgart.  and  William  8eward  (seamen).     A( 
p.  m.  received  12-iK)under  howitzer  from  the  R ii'hm on d  smd  sent  24^ 
pounder  in  return.     10  mortars  commenced  firing  at  intervals  of  five 
minutes. 

J'yiday,  June  6. ^At  1: 10  a.  m.  mortars  ceased  firing.     At  9: 31 
mortars  opened  on  butteries;  11:10  ceased.     At  12:10  p.  m.  & 
Dwight  and  stafl'  came  on  lioard.     At  12:30  went  on  board  the 
Ttunid  in  gig;  ii  got  underway  and  came  to  anchor  near  the  old  tl 
At  6  p.  111.  mortars  o{)ened  tire  and  ceased  at  7. 

June  6  and  7. — Mortars  tired  seven  houm. 
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Monday^  June  8. — Musketry  at  interv^als  in  the  direction  of  Port 
Hudson.  Mortars  fired  from  1  a.  m.  to  4  a.  m;  from  4  to  6  p.  m., 
heavy  artillery  firing  in  the  direction  of  the  army. 

Tuesday^  June  9. — Mortars  fired  from  1  a.  m.  to  4  a.  m.,  and  opened 
fire  at  10  p.  ra. ,  firing  at  intervals  of  five  minutes.  Army  shelling 
rebel  works. 

Wednesday^  June  10, — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Mortars  firing  at  inter- 
vals of  five  minutes.  Heard  occasional  firing  in  rear  of  batteries. 
From  8  to  midnight:  Occasional  shell  thrown  from  our  army  in  the 
rear  of  the  rebel  works. 

Thursday^  June  11, — Mortars  fired  from  1  to  4:30  a.  m.  At  10:30 
the  RwKmxynd  and  Genesee  opened  fire  on  the  rebels  with  their  100- 
pounder  rifles.  10:45  we  opened  fire  with  our  100-pounder  rifle. 
11:30  ceased  firing.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.  heavy  firing  in  and  around 
Port  Hudson. 

Friday^  June  12. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Heavy  firing  in  direc- 
tion of  the  batteries.  Mortars  firing  at  intervals  of  five  minutes. 
At  3  mortars  ceased.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.:  Richmond  and  Genesee 
opened  fire  on  batteries;  ceased  at  6:30.  Occasional  firing  of  heavy 
artillery  in  rear  of  batteries.  From  8  to  midnight:  Our  army  shelling 
the  rebels  at  intervals.     11,  mortars  opened  fire. 

Saturday^  June  IS. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. ;  Mortars  firrng  at  inter- 
vals of  five  minutes.  At  3  ceased  firing.  Heavy  firing  in  rear  of  bat- 
teries. At  11  a.  m.  flagship  hoisted  signal  No.  6.  Got  underway; 
moved  up  river.  Opened  fire  on  the  rebels  with  our  forward  battery. 
Mortars  and  all  the  fleet  firing.  12  (meridian)  ceased  firing.  12:80 
p.  m.  dropped  down  and  anchored.  2  got  underway  and  stood  close 
to  the  batteries.  Genesee  came  up  and  anchored.  3: 30  p.  m.  Genesee 
opened  fire  on  batteries,  which  was  returned.  Beat  to  quarters  and 
opened  fire  on  rebels.  5:10  ceased  firing.  6:30  mortar  boats  came 
up  into  position  and  opened  fire  to  get  range.  11  p.  m.  mortars 
opened  fire,  one  shell  every  five  minutes.  12  (midnight)  all  mortars 
opened  tire.  10:45  sent  a  boat  on  board  fiag'ship  with  dispatehes 
from  Genenil  Banks.  11  sent  a  boat  on  board  the  flagship  with  oflScer 
of  General  Banks'  staff. 

Sunday^  June  H, — Mortars  ceased  firing  at  2  a.  m.  Occasional  fir- 
ing from  heavy  guns  and  mortars  in  rear  of  enemy's  works.  3:16 
sharp  tiring  from  musketrv  and  artillery.  4  to  8  a.  m.:  Heavy 
engagement  in  progress  in  direction  of  the  army.  8  a.  m  to  midnight: 
Occasional  firing  in  rear  of  batteries  during  all  this  day. 

June  16^  17^  18. — Mortars  firing  as  usual.  Occasional  firing  in  rear 
of  batteries. 

Thursday^  June  18. — At  3:45  p.  m.  Genesee  opened  fire  on  rebel 
batteries;  ceased  firing  at  4: 15.  4:30  p.m.  Monongahela^he9irmg  the 
flag  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  went  down  river.  —  to  8  p.  m.  occa- 
sional tiring  in  Port  Hudson.  Genesee  fired  4  shell  from  her  forward 
rifle. 

Saturday ^  June  ^0.— Sharp  musketry  firing  on  the  right.  From  4 
to  6  p.  m. :  Ge)i£see  ViX\di  Richmond  opened  hre  on  batteries;  ceased 
firing  at  6  and  6:10,  respectively. 

June  21-22. — Occasional  firing  in  rear  of  enemy's  works;  sharp 
skirmishing  by  our  army  on  the  left;  musketry  and  artillery  firing  in 
rear  of  batteries  and  from  8  to  midnight  of  22d,  occasional  firing  of 
sharpshooters  along  the  lines  of  our  aimy. 
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Wednesdnif,  -/utie  S^. — From  H  to  midnight:  Battery  on  Gropii  Bin; 
firing  one  gun  evi-ry  thirty  minutes  during  the  watth. 

J^iday,  Jniie  36. — At  3: 30  p.  ni.  opened  fire  on  the  relwl  batteries. 
Jiiehmond,  Oeneme,  and  mortar  Hchooners  firing  at  the  same  time. 
Tile  Union  liatteries  on  shore  shelling  the  rebel  works.  Rebels 
replied,  keeping  up  a.bri,sk  five  from  their  large  giins.  4  to  ti  p.  m.: 
Action  going  on  between  the  fleet  and  the  rebel  i»itt*rie8.  The  artillery 
on  shore  also  engaged.  5:10  a  X-ineh  .solid  shot  passed  through  our 
stai'board  smokestack,  down  thi'ongh  the  deck  and  coal  bunkers, 
glanced  off  and  went  tlirougb  the  gnllev.  through  the  bulkhead  into 
the  water.  No  one  injured,  (J:  35  ceatied  tiring,  opened  lire  atf>:  45  until 
7:30,  when  fleet  ceased  tiring.  8  to  midnight:  Firing  from  mortars 
and  artillery  of  our  army  on  shore. 

June  27-30. — Firing  and  skirmishing  between  our  army  and  rebels 
on  shore. 

July  1. — From  8  to  meridian:    At  9:45  a.  ra,   got  underway  and 
ei'ossed  over  to  west  side  of  the  river.     Opened  tire  on  rebel  batterleS' 
with  our  forward  rifle.     Rebels  replied,  doing  no  damage.    11:3' 
firing  and  returned  to  our  old  position.     From  tj  to  8  p.  m. :  Onr  bftt- 
terv  on  west  bank  of  the  nver  shelled  rebel  works. 

ThurKday,JiihjS. — Off  Port  Hudson.  Midnight  to  4a.  m.,  occasional 
firing  by  out-  army  on  the  left.  At  li:30  a.  ni.  our  batteries  on  west 
Iwnk  of  the  river  opened  flie  on  rebel  batteries,  Rebele  replied.  7:30 
ceased  firing  on  l>oth  side.s.  »:30  got  underway  and  stood  down  river, 
rounded  Profit  Island  and  came  to  anchor  ou  Springfield  Landing. 
11:45  the  U.  S,  S,  Te-nnesses  passed  by  the  mouth  of  the  chute,  goin^ 
up  river,  bearing  the  Sag  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  ;-t:45  p.  m.  got 
up  anchor,  dropped  down  to  southern  point  of  Profit  Island,  anchored 
in  2  fathoms  water,  10  fathoms  chain.  6: 30  p.  m.  steamer  Reliaiice, 
now  called  the  Holli/liocl\  came  alongside,  bringing  on  board  Com- 
mander Robert  Townsend,  U,  S.  Navy,  ordered  to  relieve  Commander 
Caldwell,  who  goes  home  on  leave. 

J^Viday.  July  .J. — At  6  a.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  up  river, 
8  fi.  m.  anchored  at  our  old  position  near  the  left  bank  of  the  river, 
below  the  Imtteries.  1 :  10  j),  ni.  steamer  Reliance  came  alongside  ana 
took  on  board  Commander  Caldwell,  he  being  ordered  home,  Occa» 
sional  tiring  along  lines  of  iirmy.  8  to  midnight,  sharp  firing  of  mus- 
ketry around  the  citadel. 

Satiirdtiy.,  Jvly  ^.  — Occasional  firing  during  the  day,  i-cbels  return- 
ing fire, 

Sunday^  July  5. — Midnight  to  4a.  m.,  occasional  firing  by  skirmish- 
pra  on  the  right.  9  a.  ui.  Mtmo^iDjahda  cwme  up  from  New  Orleans 
with  dispatches  for  the  admiral  and  for  Geneml  mnks;  anchored  near 
flaghip.  11:30  Mimnriffii/Lda  went  down  river,  returning  to  New 
Orleans,  Meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  R«bels  firing  at  our  batteries,  which 
is  replied  to  by  our  batteries  on  west  bank,  (i:30p.  m.  P.  Sullivan  and 
C.  Chase  (seamen)  came  on  hoai-d  from  the  naval  battery  oa  shore. 
_  Mimdiii/.  July  O.—From  4  to  8  a,  ni, :  Our  batteries  on  west  bank  of 
river  shelling  rebels;  fire  replied  to  by  rebels.  8:10  fiefienee  opened 
fire  with  her  rifle;  9  ceased  tiring.  11:30  Park,  quarter  gimner,  aad^ 
Rodgers.  seauiau.  went  on  shore  to  naval  battery.  Battery  on  w  ' 
bank  of  river  opened  fire;  return  by  rebels, 

Tiif^day,  July  7. —S  to  meridian:    Beceired   news   of    the   fall 
Vicksburg.     Meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  At  meridian  fired  12  guna,  beii 
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our  portion  of  100  piins  ordered  to  lie  fired  hv  Adtuirai  Farragut  io 
honor  of  the  surrender  of  Vifkaburj^.  2,  U.  b.  S.  Tentn-wee,  bearii^ 
the  flag  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  got  underway  and  went  down  the 
liver. 

WeilnfHi/ii/,  ■M.y  S.—Midnmbt  to  4  a.  m.;  Transport  Bnnpn  came 


up  and  landed  a  section  of  artlTlerv-     From  4  to  6  a.  m. :  Tug  Ida  came  . 

up  river,  bringing  Fleet  Captain  Jenkins.     Learued  that  Commander 

Abner  Read,  commanding  U.  S.  S  Minwngahelfi.  was  mortullr  wounded 


yesterday  while  pasriing  the  rebel  Iwttery  opposite  White  Hall  Point 
(>l  or  9  miles  below  DonaldaODville)  on  him  way  up  the  river  from  New 
Orleans.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Received  iniformation  from  General 
Banks  (to  Captain  Jenkins)  that  the  enemy  had  thit^  morning  proposed 
to  surrender  Poi't  Hudson,  asking  that  commissioners  might  be 
appointed'  to  meet  at  0  o'clock  a.  ni.  and  agree  upon  terms.     2:30 

C.  m.,  under  verbal  orders  from  Admiral  Farragut  (at  Donaldsonviile), 
rought  by  Captain  Jenkins,  got  imderway  and  went  down  river. 
ti:30  came  tooff  Baton  Rouge. 

Thursday,  July  9,— At  5  a.  m.  got  underway,  having  under  convoy 
steamer  Sallle  ^ol>!iii<uii  with  300  troops,  to  reinforce  the  ^rrison  ati 
Fort  Butler,  at  Donaldsonville.  8:40  came  tooff  Pliu|uemnie;  sent  a 
boat  on  shore  and  brought  on  board  a  contralmnd,  who  reported  rebela 
having  captured  4  of  our  troops.  Brought  forward  our  IX-inch  gun 
to  bear  on  supposed  direction  of  rebels  and  lired  two  shell.  2  p.  m. 
came  to  anchor  otf  Donaldsonville.  2:30  captain  went  on  board  the 
Tenneamcy  flagship,  to  report  and  for  orders.  3:30  returned  on  board. 
7: 30  p.  ra.  got  underway  .leaving  the  U.  S.  S.  Pr!nce«»  Ruyal  before  Don- 
aldsonville,  on  board  of  which  was  Admiral  Farragut,  and  went  down 
river  in  comiwny  with  Mononynhela,  Tei\iu-si^<.\  and  Klneo,  having  as 
convoy  Sall><:  Robinx'in.  havtnga  bark  and  a  schooner  in  tow,  a  stem- 
wheel  steamer  assisting  her.  7 :  30  fleet  engaged  a  battery  on  west  bank. 
8:30  engaged  another  oattery,  rehels  replying.  9:4.5  another  Itattery 
opened  on  us;  we  replied.  Rebels  (ired  us  with  musketrv  all  along 
the  west  bank  of  the  river.     Fleet  shelling  all  the  battenei^  as  they 

Gsfied.  11  came  to  anchor  in  Grandview  Reach.  Note, — ^The  upper 
tterv  engaged  by  us  this  evening  was  in  the  bend  of  the  river  oppo- 
site White  n&W  Point.  The  guns  were  mounted  in  seven  embraaui-es 
cut  through  the  levee.  The  middle  batt«ry  was  in  the  bend  opposite 
College  Point,  with  five  embrasures.  The  lower  battery  was  in  the  bend 
at  the  head  of  Gi'andview  Reach,  with  six  embrasures.  The  times  of 
passing  and  engaging  the  batteries  were,  respectively,  about  S:40, 
9:45.  and  10:40  p.  m.  We  are  so  alow  that  we  saw  no  more  of  the 
other  ships  from  the  opening  of  the  first  battery  until  we  anchored. 

R.  T.,  Cmnmander.       | 

Friday,  Jidy  10. — In  Grandview  Beach.  At  5:40  a.  m.  an  officer 
of  the  Army  came  on  boaid  and  reported  gunboat  Neip  London  (on 
her  way  down  with  dispatches  announcing  the  surrender  of  Port  Hud- 
son) disabled  and  ashoreclose  under  rebel  guns  at  upper  battery.  7:20 
got  underway.     Monoiujahda  made  fast  alongside  on  our  starboard 
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side,  assisting  in  tomng  us,  and  went  up  the  river.     Tunnesaee  and  Eineo 
went  down  the  river.   7: 50  went  to  quarters  for  action.    From  8  a.  m.to. 
4  p.  m. :  Clear  and  warm.     Ship  underway,  going  up  river.     8,  rebel 
battery  on  west  bank  of  river  opened  on  us  with  artillery  and  mus-  j 
ketry      We  replied,  as  did  the  Mono-ngahdii.     While  within  range  the  j 
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M4Xiou  wm%  gteo^mL  W<>  r^tceired  do  damage.  9:^>  opened  on 
fiuthmiiur*^  on  wt^ut  ^mnk:  rel^rU  replied:  action  eeDeimL  After  pBa&- 
ffi^  \toMfTy  caaiift  up  ak/ng^ide  ^nboat  3>ir  Lc^nd/m^  disabled  and 
nfproniA.  J^oof/naa^uiht  ca-t  off  from  u*.  took  her  in  tow,  and  ^ot  her 
fiil.  W#i  went  up  and  ofjenfd  fire  leL?urelr  on  the  rebel  hatterr  mborie 
tb#;  -W>/r  Iy/r»/l//n.  hut  r*y*ived  no  reply.  ^:10  MorumgahAa^  with 
>\V%r  ly/f^/l/m  in  t/^w.  made  fart  tr>  uj^  on  our  port  ^ide  and  we  started 
down  ri%'er.  A.*?  we  pst^^-^i  tbe  two  lower  hatteriesw  rebels  opened  on 
UH  with  artillery  and  musketry.  We  replied  while  within  range. 
None  of  the  ve^^^^rl??  received  any  material  damage.  3:2«'»  came  to 
anchor  in  Grand  view  Kear-h.  Kin^o  Ufok  the  3W  IjH»don  in  tow  and 
pr^'xre^jd^jd  down  the  river  to  New  Orlean?*.  6:3«>  p.  m.  got  underway 
and  made  fa^t  to  the  Monontjah'M  on  her  port  ride,  to  cover  her  in 
raiM*  of  atta/'k.  NV/tk. — I^ast  night  and  to-day  the  £»*tjr  was  strack 
nine  times  by  the  enemy's  shot  and  .^hell.  One  penetrated  the  solid 
timU*r  of  the  starUiard  forward  guard,  three  glanced  from  her  plating 
on  the  sides  and  quarter:  the  others  ija^^sed.  respectively,  through  both 
Hides  of  the  wheelhous^;.  the  awning  rail,  and  nirled  awning,  the  star- 
Uiard  smoke-ta^.k.  the  galley  funnel,  carrying  it  away,  and  the  two 
ventilat/>rh  forward.  The  musketry,  though  ^harf).  did  no  particular 
damage.  We  exp«fnde^]  27  Parrott  K>0-pounder  rifle  shell,  35  IX-inch 
Hhell,  '^i  IX-inr-h  shrapnel,  55  32-pounder  shell — in  all,  150  sheU  and 
Hhrapnel.  R.  T.,  Cmnmander.  U.  S.  Xavy. 

Haturflfiy^  July  //.—In  Grandview  Reach.  1:80  p.  m.  the  Hart- 
ford^  AUmtroHH^  and  FMrclla^  which  had  been  af>ove  Port  Hudson  dur- 
ing the  siege,,  r«nie  down  river  and  passed  on  to  New  Orleans,  reporting 
the  guns  withdrawn  from  the  batteries  aF>ove  us.  10:30  p.  m.  the 
Wiruma  cmme  down  river  bringing  Ensign  Shepard  and  gim's  crew 
from  naval  hattc»rv  l>efore  Port  Fludson. 

Sun  flay.  July  12, — 8:30  a.  m.  got  underwav  with  Monongahda  tow- 
ing alongside,  i-onvoying  steamer  Th/te  and  Tide  past  batteries  which 
were  found  a^mndoned,  as  reported  by  the  Hartford.  At  2:45  p.  m. 
came  to  anchor  off  Donaldson vllle,  where  the  Princess  Royal  was  still 
lying.  11: 10  p.  m.  steamer  Ht.  Ma/n/s  came  up  the  river  and  went 
alongsidf*,  the  Afononyahela,  Note. — The  St.  Mary  a  brought  up  Cap- 
tain (ieorge  F.  Kmmons,  l".  S.  Navy,  who  tooK  command  of  the 
Monongftlu'hi^  and  also  of  the  river  from  Port  Hudson  to  New  Orleans. 
The  Afononf/ali/'lH,,  since  her  fomicr  captain,  Commander  Abner  Read, 
II.  S.  Navv,  was  mortally  wounded  when  passing  the  battery  opposite 
White  Hall  Point  on  the  7th  instant,  has  been  under  the  command  of 
her  executive  offlc^M*,  Lieutenant-Commander  George  Dewey.  R.  T., 
(htnmandrr. 

Monday,  July  th — ():ir)  a.  m.,  sharp  skirmishing  with  artillervand 
infantry  going  on  alM)ut  2  miles  back  of  the  fort.  7:45  steamer  Union 
came  down  river  and  landed  at  the  fort.  8: 50  George  Hermans,  first- 
class  fireman,  died  on  board.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Several  transports 
arrived  and  landed  artillery  and  baggage  w^agons. 

TurHday,  Jul  If  2H. — At  H\\M)  a.  m.  the  Manongaheln  passed  down  the 
river.  1 1 :80  tlu»  Princrns  Royal  got  underway  and  departed  for  New 
Orleans,  leaving  the  Ehhcx  alone  of  the  (lulf  Squadron  to  guard  the 
lower  river. 

Fridau^  July  :iL  At.  5  p.  m.  the  U.  S.  flagship  Black  Hawk,,  with 
Kear-Acmiiral  Porter  on  board,  and  the  U.  S.  b.  Vonestoga  arrived 
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from  above  and  landed  below  the  fort.  Commander  Townsend  went 
on  board  the  flagship  to  report,  and  was  informed  by  Admiral  Porter 
that  the  Essex  was  transferred  to  the  Mississippi  Squadron.  At  about 
7  p.  m.  the  Black  Hawk  and  Conestoga  stai'ted  down  river. 

Tuesday^  August  25, — Oflf  Donaldson  ville,  La.  At  9 :  44  p.  m.  steamer 
St,  Marys  started  down  river  for  New  Orleans,  having  on  board  Mr. 
Parker,  executive  officer,  Mr.  Heap,  chief  engineer,  and  Mr.  Slamm, 
paymaster.  Note. — The  U.  S.  S.  Oeneral  Lyon^  one  of  the  supply 
steamers  of  the  Mississippi  Squadron,  brought  us  100  shell  for  100- 
pounder  Parrott  rifle  and  a  quantity  of  purser's  stores.  By  the 
Oeneral  Lyan^  Commander  Townsend  received  from  Admiral  rorter 
orders  to  command,  as  divisional  officer,  the  First  District  of  the 
Mississippi  Squadron,  extending  from  New  Orleans  to  Donaldsonville. 

Thursday^  t^eptemhet*  S, — At  8:20  p.  m.  U.  S.  gunboat  Est/rella  came 
down  and  anchored  astern.  Captain  [Lieutenant-Commander]  Cooke 
came  on  board  and  reported  to  Commander  Townsend.  At  9:10  sent 
boat  to  the  fort  to  bring  off  surgeon  of  post  to  visit  Doctor  Terry, 
who  is  very  sick. 

Wed/tiesaay^  September  23, — At  2  a.  m.  heard  a  hail  from  north  bank 
of  river;  sent  boat  to  enquire  the  cause.  Men  on  shore  reported  Con- 
federate soldiers  at  Branzier's  plantation.  Heard  one  shot  at  telegraph 
station  and  one  shot  down  the  river.  At  10:45  p.  m.  hail  from  north 
bank  of  river,  reporting  guerrillas  at  telegraph  station,  in  camp. 
Opened  tire  from  our  howitzers  and  forward  and  second  division  guns, 
and,  with  intervals  of  rest,  shelled  the  camp  and  roads,  the  guns  of 
Fort  Butler  shelling  the  levee  at  the  same  time.  11:30  ceased  firing. 
At  12  U.  S.  S.  Kenwood  came  down  and  made  fast  alongside. 

Thursday,,  Septeinber  21^^, — At  12:10  a.  m.  steamer  Starlight  came 
up  river  and  reported  being  fired  into  at  White  Hall.  At  12:15  the 
Kenwood  went  up  river.  All  quiet  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river 
during  the  watch. 


Extract  of  journal  of  the  U.  S.   S.  Richmond^  Comma7ider  Alden^ 

V.  S.  ^avy^  commanding. 

March  16^  1863. — Mississippi  River.  At  10  a.  m.  all  hands  were  called 
to  bury  the  dead.  The  three  coffins  were  placed  in  the  port  gangway 
when  the  funeral  services  were  read  by  a  cnaplain  who  was  on  ooard  as 
^uest.  The  coffins  were  then  placed  in  the  boats  and  taken  ashore  and 
interred.  An  oak  board  was  placed  at  the  head  of  each  grave,  with  the 
inscription  painted  on  it  with  the  name  and  place  of  birth,  age  and  date 
of  death.  An  escort  of  marines,  commanded  by  a  corporal,  fired  three 
rounds  over  their  graves.  The  funeral  party  then  returned  to  the 
ship  after  burying  the  dead.  The  steamer  Kdiance  went  down  to 
New  Orleans  this  morning.  She  took  all  of  the  wounded  off  of  the  dif- 
ferent vessels  and  the  crew  and  officers  of  the  Mississippi.  Over  100 
of  the  Misi^issippPs  crew  are  missing;  24  of  them  are  marines.  As 
the  steamer  shoved  oft*  from  us  we  gave  three  cheers  for  our  lieutenant- 
commander  and  three  for  all  the  crew  of  the  Mississippi.  At  10:30 
a.  m.  all  hands  were  called  to  muster  on  the  quarter-aeck.  The  cap- 
tain then  spoke  a  few  words  to  the  crew  and  returned  his  thanks  to 
them  for  their  gallant  conduct  during  our  late  engagement,  for  never 
had  men  stood  a  more  galling  fire  than  we  did  on  tne  night  of  the  14th 


of  March,  although  fate  had  decided  against  us.  After  passing  a 
the  batteries  and  overooiiiing  all  the  ditKculties,  we  were  forcedl_ 
drift  down  the  river  again  from  whence  wp  started.  All  of  the  prie- 
onera  who  were  under  court-martial  were  then  relieved.  Di\-ine 
service  was  held  as  soon  as  the  captain  was  done  speaking.  The  chap- 
lain then  offered  up  thanks  to  God  for  our  providential  deliverance 
from  the  handy  of  our  enemies  during  our  late  engagement.  The 
Genesee  was  sent  down  the  river  this  anernoon.  At  -J  p.  m.  the  Ilor- 
iice  Scale,  supply  ship  for  the  bomber.^,  arrived  here  in  tow  of  the 
tugboat  Ii/'i.  About  3  p.  m.  a  body  of  horsemen  were  seen  emerging 
from  the  woods  on  the  port  hand,  right  at>ove.  We  fired  two  IX-jnch 
Hhell  at  them,  when  they  .skedaddled  a  little  faster  than  lightning. 
The  steamer  St,  Maurice  eame  alongside  of  us  this  afternoon.  She 
>)rought  communications  from  the  anny.  We  are  engaged  in  patch- 
ing up  the  smokestack  and  repairing  the  ixtrt  st«am  chest:  the  star- 
boara  one  we  can  not  repair  here;  there  will  have  to  be  new  pipes  ca«t 
for  it.  The  weather  is  very  tine  to-day.  The  Grntntr  arrived  hei-e 
again  about  8  p,  m.     She  was  sent  to  Baton  Rouge. 

Marc/i  17. — Missis-sippi  River,  below  Port  Hudson.  We  have 
started  fires  this  morning  and  are  trying  to  get  up  steam  enough  ( 
move  us  about  in  case  of  necessity.  Two  conti'abands  were  brouj  ' 
on  board  this  morning.  They  stated  that  the  flagship  and  the  Alia 
are  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rik]  River,  We  are  engaged  putting  ei 
thing  to  rights  again  about  the  ship,  repairing  the  rigging  and  stayi  _ 
The  slings  of  the  main  jard  were  shot  away:  a  shot  passed  through  the 
head  of  the  main  lower  mast.  We  will  not  l>e  able  to  use  the  main- 
topsail  any  moi'e  until  there  is  a  new  mast  put  in.  Three  transports 
came  up  this  morning  with  3,l)(Jl)  troops,  cavalry,  artillerj-,  and  infan- 
trj'.  Wo  landed  them  under  the  cover  of  our  guns.  Tliev  are  going 
to  Red  River  to  open  communication  with  the  admiral,  if  possible. 
Just  as  they  marched  off  they  gave  three  cheers  for  the  Jiichniondj 
which  wo  returned.  The  troops  took  no  baggage  with  them.  They 
had  cooked  rations  for  five  or  six  days.  The  rebels  are  in  a  groat  stir 
at  Port  Hudson;  they  are  running  about  and  signalizing  from  one 
place  to  another  at  a  great  rate.  The  steamer  St.  Maiiriw  arrived 
nere  at  1  p.  m.;  she  brought  dispatches  for  us.  The  captain  of  the 
Moniingahtia  went  down  to  New  Orleans  in  the  tugboat  Ida;  he  lost 
his  foot.  The  MtmoMjahehi  went  up  the  river  this  afternoon  and 
enfjaged  the  lower  batteries;  she  did  some  splendid  filing  at  the  '  " 
tenes  with  her  2(K'-i)ounder  rifle  and  Xl-incn  guns.  She  was  sti 
four  times  and  had  no  one  Injured.  She  then  tame  down  and  a; 
permission  fiom  us  to  go  up  again  and  give  the  rebels  another  roi 
which  she  did  in  a  splendid  manner.  The  E^xix  also  opened  on  them. 
Some  of  our  officers  and  a  boat's  crew  went  ashore  and  killed  four 
cattle,  which  were  brought  off'  to  the  ship  for  us.  The  expedition 
which  stai't«d  out  at  noon  to-day  returned  about  6  p.  m.  They  were 
forced  to  return,  as  the  levee  had  been  cut  somewhere  up  the  river  and 
the  swamps  were  all  overflowed  with  water,  and  the  bridge  over  Fausae 
River  haci  been  carried  awav.     The  weather  is  very  fine  today. 

March  18, — Mississippi  ftiver.     Our  cavalry  scouts  caught  a 
tenant  and  5  men  opposite  Port  Hudson,  who  were  stationed  thei 
signalize  to  the  rebels  all  our  movements.     The  officer  was  brouvhl 
b^rd  of  us  and  examined  and  then  sent  back  to  the  army  again, 
party  of  our  men  and  otficers  went  down  the  river  in  the  Sa^uim, 
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foraging  expedition.  We  are  engaged  to-day  repairing  ttie  damage 
done  in  tbe  late  engagement.  Nearly  all  of  our  boats  liave  shot  holes 
through  them;  some  are  neiirly  worthless.  The  gunboat  A7ne«  was 
towed  alongside  of  the  levee  for  repairs  by  the  Genesee.  The  trans- 
ports have  all  gone  down  the  river  and  the  ^nboats  have  taken  their 
positions  close  to  the  bank  to  protect  them  in  case  of  an  attack.  The 
Sachem  came  up  the  ri\'er  at  5  p.m.;  she  brought  um  beef  and  molasses, 
which  they  got  off  of  a  plantation  below  here. 

March  19. — Mississippi  River.  Two  steamers  came  up  the  river  last 
night;  one  of  tbem  was  loaded  with  troops.  At  1  o'clock  last  night  the 
reljels  opened  fire  from  the  upper  batteries.  The  river  was  covered 
with  a  dense  fog  at  the  time;  it  soon  cleared  away  and  the  relwls  had 
the  river  lighted  up  by  large  fires,  which  they  built  at  short  distances 
apart.  We  could  not  make  out  what  they  were  firing  at  unless  they 
saw  some  raft  or  something  drifting  down  in  the  darkness.  They 
kept  large  tires  buming  all  night,  and  would  fire  at  short  intervals  from 
the  upper  batt(?rieM.  Some  tmic  during  the  night  onr  troops  set  lire 
to  a  lot  of  buildings  up  near  the  point.  At  1)  a.  m.  two  transports 
came  up  the  river;  they  were  loaded  down  with  troops.  General 
Banks  came  up  with  tbem.  As  they  passed  us  they  cheered  us.  We 
manned  the  rigging  and  returned  it  with  three  cheers  for  General 
Banks  and  three  for  General  Dudley.  At  9:30  a.  m.  Geuerals  Banks 
and  Dudley  and  their  staffs  came  on  board  of  us.  The  troops  are  dis- 
embarking on  the  port  hand  of  the  river.  At  11  a.  m.  the  SallitSoh- 
inson  went  down  the  river  with  a  load  of  contrabands.  Our  carpenters 
and  armorers  have  got  their  hands  full  of  work,  repairing  the  damage 
done  to  the  ship.  Our  troops  marched  out  to-day  on  an  expedition 
up  to  tbe  Fausse  River,  where  there  was  a  rebel  steamer  bid,  Thev 
routed  her  out  and  she  steamed  down  under  the  batteries  at  Port  Hua- 
son.  General  Bunks  and  our  captain  went  on  board  of  the  Mfuxmga- 
hela.  She  got  [up]  anchor  and  went  up  and  opened  tire  on  tlie  bat- 
teries with  ber  big  guns.  The  rel)el3  opened  fire  on  our  troops  as  they 
passed  up  close  to  tbe  point.  Tbe  Monongah^-ia  made  some  splendid 
shots.  At  5  p.  m.  another  steamer  loaded  with  troops  arrived  here; 
they  were  principally  all  cavalry.  The  weather  to-day  is  cloudy  and 
misty. 

March  SO. — Mississippi  River.  A  transpoit  arrived  during  the 
night  with  more  troops.  Some  time  during  the  night  another  steamer 
came  down  under  the  rebel  batteries;  she  was  driven  out  of  the  Fausse 
River  by  our  troops.  The  Winf>n/i-  went  down  the  river  this  morning 
at  daylight  and  took  the  Kintu  in  tow.  The  fog  was  very  thick  at  the 
time,  and  the  Jiiiieuaot  aground  below  tbe  point  about  5  miles.  We 
sent  the  steamer  Mirnlng  Liyht  down  to  ber  and  she  succeeded  in 
getting  her  off.  The  Monongahefa  and  the  Gi^itmee  went  up  close  to 
the  batteries  and  fired  their  long-range  guns  and  succeeded  in  driving 
the  rebel  steamers  out  from  under  the  batteries.  One  of  tbem  was 
struck  by  a  shot  and  disabled,  for  the  other  took  her  in  tow  and  went 
up  the  nver.  We  got  up  anchor  at  4  p.  m.  and  took  up  our  position 
wnere  we  could  cover  our  troops  better,  General  Dudley  sent  ua 
three  fine  cattle  and  a  lot  of  sheep  this  evening.  Our  troops  drove  in 
a  great  drove  of  cattle,  horses,  mules,  and  sheep  this  evening.  The 
most  of  them  were  put  on  steamers  and  taken  down  to  Baton  Rouge. 
The  gunboat  Wliioim  came  up  at  ti  p.  m, 
„  w  K— VOL  20 50 
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March  21. — Mississippi  River.  We  received  news  from  a  contra- 
band that  the  admiral  has  left  Red  River  and  has  gone  up  to  Yicksburof. 
The  story  is  confirmed,  for  all  of  those  steamers  that  were  under  tne 
rebel  batteries  when  we  made  the  attack  have  all  comedown  again;  there 
are  six  or  eight  steamers  under  the  batteries  this  morning;  one  is  a  lone, 
black  ocean  steamer  called  the  Webb,  The  steamer  Morning  Light 
came  up  the  river  to-day;  she  brought  us  a  mail  and  a  great  quantity 
of  provisions  for  the  fleet.  We  are  engaged  to-day  taking  in  the  pro- 
visions. At  2  p.  m.  we  sent  the  Genesee  up  the  river  to  rout  the  rebel 
steamers  out  from  imder  the  batteries,  ohe  went  up  abreast  of  the 
Essex  and  opened  on  them  with  her  100-pounder  Parrott.  The  third 
shot  she  fired  the  steamers  put  out  up  the  river  as  fast  as  they  could 
steam. 

March  £^. — Mississippi  River.  After  inspection,  at  9  a.  m.,  all 
hands  were  called  to  muster,  and  the  captain  announced  to  us  that  our 
late  executive  officer  was  dead.  The  captain  tried  to  speak  a  few 
words  of  comfort  and  encouragement  to  the  crew,  but  he  broke  down 
and  tears  came  to  his  eyes.  All  hands  were  piped  down  and  then  had 
divine  service  by  the  paymaster.  After  divine  service  all  hands  were 
mustered  around  the  capstan,  several  general  orders  were  read,  and 
the  Regulations  of  the  Navy,  by  the  first  lieutenant,  Mr.  Terry.  Our 
troops  are  all  leaving  here  again  and  going  down  to  Baton  Rouge; 
they  have  all  left  except  one  steamer  load,  who  are  readv  to  embark. 

March  23. — Mississippi  River.  It  poured  down  rain  all  night;  this 
morning  it  blew  so  hard  that  the  cable  broke  off  short  on  the  star- 
board bow  anchor,  and  we  came  near  being  blown  ashore  on  the 
port  bank  of  the  river  before  we  could  drop  the  port  anchor;  this  is 
the  second  bow  anchor  we  have  lost  in  a  week.  \\  e  bent  the  cable  to 
the  starboard  sheet  anchor  and  we  have  to  use  the  sheet  anchors  on  the 
bows.  As  soon  as  the  blow  was  over  we  got  up  anchor  and  steamed 
up  to  our  old  position.  The  MononqeheUb  went  down  the  river  at 
10  a.  m.  The  Laurel  Hill  came  up  irom  Baton  Rouge  at  10  a.  m. 
Three  deserters  camo  down  to  the  Essex  to-day  from  Port  Hudson; 
they  were  brought  on  board  of  us.  They  stated  that  times  were  verv 
Imd  among  the  rebels.  They  looked  as  if  they  were  half  starved. 
The  Monongahela  came  back  again  at  sundown  and  took  up  her  old 
berth.  The  gunboat  Sacheni  was  sent  down  to  New  Orleans  at  7  p.  m., 
with  dispatches.  It  has  rained  hard  all  day  long  and  the  wind  is  dIow- 
ing^in  gales. 

March  2^. — Mississippi  River.  It  rained  all  night  long.  The  river 
has  risen  very  much  these  last  few  days  from  the  heavy  rains.  The  river 
is  covered  with  driftwood  that  has  been  washed  off  of  the  lowlands.  All 
hands  were  mustered  around  the  capstan  this  morning.  At  9  o'clock 
our  cavalry,  under  Captain  Magee,  went  out  on  a  scout.  As  they  were 
some  miles  up  the  river  they  captured  a  steamer  coming  down  the  river 
laden  with  provisions  for  the  rebs;  they  set  tire  to  it  and  burned  it  up; 
they  captured  4  prisoners  also.  The  weather  has  cleared  up  cold  and 
windy.  As  our  troops  were  returning  they  had  to  pass  pretty  close 
to  the  point  opposite  the  rebel  batteries;  as  soon  as  the  rebs  saw  them 
coming  they  opened  fire  on  them  from  the  batteries,  but  did  not  do 
any  damage. 

Ma/rch25. — iliississippi  River.  Last  night  4  more  men  deserted 
from  Port  Hudson  and  came  down  to  us;  they  looked  very  hard,  and 
they  said  that  [theyj  had  had  nothing  to  eat  for  some  days  past.     The 
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rebels  fired  from  their  upper  batteries  over  to  the  point  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river  at  some  of  our  cavalry,  who  were  scouring  the  country 
about  there.  One  of  the  shells  set  fire  to  a  house  on  tne  point  and 
burned  it  down.  The  rebel  deserters  say  that  we  have  their  supplies 
cut  oflf  both  by  way  of  the  river  and  by  railroad.  Our  troops  took  tnree 
light  rifled  pieces  up  opposite  the  rebel  batteries.  They  opened  fire 
on  the  rebel  camps;  they  made  some  very  fine  practice  for  a  couple  of 
hours.  The  rebels  did  not  return  the  fire.  The  Laurel  Hill  went 
down  the  river  this  evening  and  took  the  6  deserters  we  had  on  board 
to  New  Orleans  and  the  mail. 

March  26. — Mississippi  River.  The  prize  steamer  Antona  arrived 
here  last  night  from  New  Orleans;  she  brought  us  a  large  mail  and 
dispatches.  Captain  Smith,  late  of  the  Mississippi^  arrived  here  in  the 
Antona  to  take  command  of  the  Monongakda,  Our  troops  have 
nearly  all  left  here  except  a  few.  They  set  fire  to  a  couple  of  old 
buildings,  which  made  a  great  illumination.  A  little  screw  steamer 
came  up  with  the  Antona  to  run  alx>ut  the  river  as  dispatch  boat;  it 
is  not  as  large  as  our  ship's  boats;  we  could  set  [it]  inside  of  any  of 
our  boats.  The  mortar  Doats  were  all  towed  down  the  river  about  5 
miles  below  the  ])end,  by  the  gunboats.  The  Essex  has  shifted  her 
berth  and  took  her  position  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  above  the  other 
vessels.     We  received  information  from  deserters  that  the  rebels  were 

ing  to  board  the  Essex^  but  they  took  good  care  not  to  attempt  it. 

he  weather  is  very  fine  to-day. 

March  28. — Mississippi  River.  At  11  a.  m.  we  started  down  the 
river.  Wo  had  the  port  battery  cast  loose  in  case  we  saw  any  rebels 
on  our  way  down.  At  1:30  p.  m.  we  arrived  at  Baton  Rouge  and 
came  to  anchor.  The  bombers  are  all  at  anchor  here.  There  have 
been  several  buildings  burned  down  since  we  left  here. 

March  29. — Baton  Rouge.  The  steamers  and  transports  have  been 
busy  all  night  carrying  troops  down  the  river  from  here;  some  ten  or 
twelve  thousand  went  down  during  the  night.  They  are  going  on  an 
expedition  into  Texas  under  General  Augur.  At  5  p.  m.  the  steamer 
St.  Mary's  hauled  out  from  the  wharf  to  go  down  the  river.  General 
Augur  was  on  board;  we  gave  him  three  cheers  as  he  p&ssed.  The 
weather  is  cold  this  evening. 

March  30. — Baton  Rouge.    More  troops  went  down  the  river  to-day. 

March  31. — Baton  Rouge.  This  afternoon  Generals  Augur  and  Dud- 
Icy  and  their  staffs  came  on  board,  and  also  a  number  of  ladies.  The 
Fiftieth  Massachusetts  band  accompanied  them. 

April  1. — Baton  Rouge.  At  9  a.  m.  five  steamers  arrived  here  from 
New  Orleans;  among  them  was  the  tugboat  Ida;  she  brought  us  a 
large  mail.  Two  or  three  steamers  went  down  the  river  loaoed  with 
troops. 

April  3. — Baton  Rouge.  General  Weitzel  has  had  a  fight  with  the 
rebels  at  Bayou  Teche,  and  we  are  sending  him  reinforcements.  The 
steamer  Diana  was  captured  by  the  rebels  on  the  30th.  The  Genesee 
came  down  from  Port  Hudson  yesterda}^  and  reported  all  quiet  there. 
The  Essex  and  Winona  are  still  there.  Several  steamers  came  up  the 
river  this  morning.  All  the  troops  have  left  here  except  General 
Dudley's  brigades;  have  Baton  Rouge  well  fortified. 

Ajrril  J.— Baton  Rouge.  At  8  a.  m.  the  Iberville bxvw^A  with  rebel 
prisoners,  to  be  exchanged  at  Port  Hudson.  The  Essex  came  down 
the  river  at  11  a.  m. 


April  fi.- haton  Koiige.  The  steamer  Ihiftu'/U-w^at  up  the  rw 
with  a  flag  of  truce,  to  exchange  the  prisonera  she  had  on  board.  ^_ 
£asei^  went  up  this  evening  also.  The  rebel  steamer  caine  down  im  fiir 
as  our  f^nboats  and  waited  until  the  Iber-nUe  came  up,  when  they 
exchanged  the  prisoners.  All  the  land  on  the  port  liana  of  the  river 
is  overflowed.  The  I'ebels  have  cut  the  levees  above  Port  Hudson. 
We  have  the  little  tugboat  Ida  alongside  of  us  for  a  dispatch  boat. 

.^/■)7c9.— Baton  Rouge.  This  morning  at  half  past  3  o'clock  a  small 
skin  came  down  the  river  and  came  alongside  of  u.s;  the  admii'»l  (seot 
his  secretary  and  a  negro  down  in  a  small  boat  to  communicate  with 
us.  The  flagship  and  Albatront*  and  one  of  Porter's  rams  are  lyinu-  one 
mile  and  a  half  above  Port  Hudson,  The  admiral's  secretary  and  the 
negro  arrived  here  safe.  The  rebels  hailed  them  as  they  passed  down, 
and  thinking  that  it  was  some  old  ti-ee,  because  the  boat  was  covered 
with  bushes,  they  allowed  them  to  pass  unmolested.  The  guiilxxtt 
Tr*rt(/n«  came  down  the  river  at  4  a.  m.  to  coal  ship.  At  daylight  a 
boat  came  down  the  river  with  two  contrabands  in  it;  they  brought  a 
dispatch  from  the  admiral.  We  sent  the  tugboat  Ida  up  to  the  Ji^Ax 
at  1  p.  m.  with  dispatches;  she  returned  at  ■!  p.  m,  with  a  load  of  con- 
trabands, who  were  sent  on  shore  to  the  anuy,  to  work  on  the  fortifi- 
cations. The  steamer  llieri^ille  went  down  to  New  Orleans  this 
evening.  The  admiral's  secretary  went  down  with  dispatches  fi'oiji 
the  commodore.  We  drew  all  the  grape  and  canister  out  of  the  guns 
and  loaded  them  with  15-second  shell. 

April  9. — Baton  Rouge,     The  tugboat  Idn  went  up  the  river  this 
morning  with  some  army  oflicers  on  ooard;  they  are  going  to  try  and 
communicate  with  the  admiral.     A  steamer  came  up  from  New  Ofleana 
this  evening;  she  brought  provisions  for  the  army.     The  Ida  returnM*^ 
from  up  the  river  at  9  p.  m.;  they  did  not  succeed  in  communicati 
with  the  admiral. 

April  10. — Baton  Rouge.     Several  officers  of  the  Signal  Corps  w 
up  in  the  Ida-  to  try  and  communicate  with  the  Hdmiral;  they  retumci 
again  this  evening  and  reported  that  the  admiral  had  gone  up  the  rivi 
from  Port  Hudson. 

April  11. — -Baton  Rouge.  The  steamer  Aiitona  came  up  from  New 
Orleans  this  morning  at  3  o'clock.  All  the  river  steamers  went  dow^ 
this  evening. 

April  /5.— Baton  Rouge.  At  lit  a.  m.  we  had  general  inspectioaflj 
quarters.  At  10:30  a.  m.  we  had  divine  service,  which  was  road  \ 
the  paymaster.     The  river  continues  to  rise. 

April  1^. — Baton  Rouge.  This  morning  we  are  engaged  fitting  tJ 
Mignul  platform  on  the  topgallant  mast  and  getting  it  ri'ady  for  send- 
ing aloft.  The  signal  station  will  be  over  2i>0  feet  from  the  deck,  and 
then  there  will  be  another  long  mast  above  that,  about  ¥l  feet  long, 
from  which  a  flag  will  bo  attached  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  ves- 
sels above  Port  Hudson.  We  can  signalize  either  bj'  our  own  shipil 
signals  or  the  army  signals.  Just  as  we  were  starting  off  Genenl 
Augur  sent  a  dispatch  on  board  of  us.  All  hands  were  called  aft  0 
the  quarter-deck  and  dispatch  was  read  by  the  first  lieutenant,  statii 
that  General  Grover  had  telegraphed  to  General  Augur  that  he  a 
General  Emory  had  recaptured  the  Qiucn  qftheWcst  m  a  bayou  net 
the  Red  River.  At  5  p.  m.  we  arrived  at  Port  Hudson.  The  Gmiet 
and  Winona  were  here  at  anchor,  close  to  Profit  Island. 
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April  lo. — Below  Port  Hudson.  At  lU  a.  m.  we  got  up  Bochor  aud 
steamed  up  the  river  within  half  or  three-quartera  of  a  mile  from  the 
rebela"  lower  battery,  where  we  could  see  the  admiral  when  he  came 
down  the  river  to  the  upper  battery.  The  signal  offifer  at  the  royal 
masthead  reported  that  he  could  see  the  masts  of  a  vessel  coming  down 
the  river.  We  fired  two  guns  loaded  with  shell,  which  would  burst 
in  the  air,  aii  the  signal  agreed  upon;  they  were  answered  in  a  few 
moments  by  the  admiral.  He  soou  came  down  far  enough  when  the 
mjsterioua  conversation  liegan  between  hiiu  and  um.  Messengers  were 
running  aloft  with  notes  every  few  moments.  We  steamed  up  mUII 
farther  to  the  batteries  and  came  to  anchor  wliere  we  could  talk  to 
the  admiral  all  day  long  and  night  also.  Five  officers  and  two  negroes 
went  across  the  point  of  land  to  carry  dispatches  to  the  admiral — one 
of  them  was  his  secretarj'.  The  admiral  signalized  liack  to  us  again 
in  an  hour  after,  stating  that  they  had  arrived  safely. 

April  IG. — Below  Port  Hudson.  Tbi.ii  morning  at  half  past  9  our 
officer.s  returned  from  the  admiral;  they  were  not  molested.  There  is 
over  1  mile  of  water  that  they  had  to  cross  in  boats,  and  wade 
through  the  rest.  The  Ida  was  sent  down  to  get  all  the  news  from  the 
army.  At  ll)  a.  m.  we  sent  a  master's  mate  and  four  men  over  to  the 
admiral  with  the  mails;  soon  after  they  started  we  heard  tiring  down 
the  river.  At  11  a.  m.  we  got  up  anchor  and  started  down  the  river 
to  a-scertain  the  (ause  of  the  firing.  We  had  not  gone  more  than  12 
milea  down  the  river  when  we  met  the  Iheityille  coming  up.  She  told 
us  that  all  was  well  at  Baton  Kouge.  We  ran  up  close  to  tne  batteries, 
for  we  could  not  get  the  admiral  to  notice  our  signals;  we  tired  three 
guns  to  attract  his  attention.  We  had  not  heard  if  our  men  had 
arrived  safely,  for  when  we  started  down  the  river  we  could  see  the 
rebels  landing  troops  on  the  point  where  our  men  had  to  cross.  At  6 
p.  ra.  our  men  returned  from  the  admiral;  thev  were  pursued  by  a 
party  of  40  rebels,  but  they  retreated  to  the  Alliatrum  and  she  shelled 
the  woods.     We  had  just  sent  another  large  party  in  uuest  of  them. 

April  I'J. — Port  Hudson.  The  gunljoat  /fV/n-^ci^ ari-ived  here  at  sun- 
down and  the  Ida  left  for  Baton  Rouge.  The  river  is  rising  very 
rapidly. 

April  80. — Port  Hudson.  This  morning  at  daylight  the  gunbouts 
Genenee  and  Winona  went  down  the  river. 

April  SI.— Port  Hudson.  At  10  ft.  ni.  a  party  of  contrabands  came 
down  on  the  levee,  about  20  in  number.  One  of  the  men  had  an  iron 
yoke  fastened  around  his  neck.  He  was  brought  on  Iward,  and  the 
blacksmith  took  it  off. 

A/iril  33. — Port  Hudson,  The  Oijienee  arrivetl  here  last  night  in 
company  with  the  tugboat  Ida.  A  very  large  raft  passed  down  the 
river  last  evening;  the  boats  of  the  Ai«(«  and  ours  tried  to  tow  it  into 
the  bank,  but  it  was  too  large;  they  could  not  manage  it,  and  they  had 
to  let  it  go  f^in.  The  flagship  came  down  the  river  just  above  the 
batteries.  At  1  o'clo(;k  p.  m.  we  got  up  anchor  and  steamed  up  within 
half  a  mile  of  the  lower  batteries,  where  we  came  to  anchor,  and  we 
could  signalize  the  admiral.  We  are  engaged  to-day  blacking  the  ship 
outside  and  setting  up  the  stavs.  The  rebels  seem  to  be  stirring  aliout 
to-day  in  the  batteries;  they  do  not  like  our  movements,  for  they  seem 
to  l>e  making  a  great  bustle  about  something. 

April  S^. — Port  Hudson.  We  could  not  signalize  with  the  admiral 
until  about  II  o'clock — until  the  fog  cleared  away.     The  Qenesee  took 
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up  het  position  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  this  morning  to  protect 
any  parties  coining  from  the  flagship  across  the  point.  A  party  of 
our  men  crossed  over  to  the  admiral  with  his  mails  and  returned 
safely.     The  admiral  .went  up  this  evening. 

April  25. — Poit  Hudson.  This  morning  at  8  a.  m.  the  U.  S.  mail 
boat  Union  and  the  steamer  Anttma  arrived  here.  At  4  p.  m.  we  got 
up  anchor  and  headed  down  the  river.  At  6  p.  m.  we  arrived  at  Baton 
Rouge  and  came  to  anchor  opposite  the  hospital.  The  gunboat  Winona 
went  up  the  river  soon  after  we  arrived  here  to  Keep  the  £s8est 
(*ompany. 

April  26, — Baton  Rouge.  The  troops  have  been  very  busy  since  we 
left  here  last,  for  they  have  got  nearly  all  the  fortifications  finished 
around  Baton  Rouge. 

April  27. — Mississippi  River.  At  .half  past  7  a.  m.  the  transport 
Maratanza  arrived  here  with  troops.  At  8: 15  a.  m.  General  Augur 
and  Brigadier-General  UUmann  came  on  board  of  us  with  their  staff 
oflicers.  We  stood  up  the  river.  At  11:30  a.  m.  we  met  the  Essex  15 
miles  above  Baton  Rouge.  At  12: 30  p.  m.  we  arrived  below  the  batter- 
ies at  Port  Hudson  and  came  to  anchor  in  easy  range  of  the  lower  bat- 
teries, (ienerals  Augur  and  Ullmann  came  up  with  us  to  make  a 
reconnoissance  of  the  batteries.  At  8:30  p.  m.  we  stalled  down  the 
river,  and  arrived  at  Baton  Rouge  at  5:30  p.  m. 

May  1, — At  1:30  p.  m.  we  started  up  the  river.  We  passed  the 
Essex  about  10  miles  below  Port  Hudson,  and  gave  her  oraers  to  fol- 
low us  up.  We  arrived  w^ithin  three-fourths  of  a  mile  of  the  lower 
batteries  at  6  p.  m.  and  came  to  anchor.  The  Essex  took  her  position 
on  the  port  side  of  the  river.     The  weather  is  extremely  hot  to-day. 

May  2. — Port  Hudson.  The  Ida  and  Sallie  Robinson  came  up  this 
afternoon,  and  then  returned.  Some  of  our  officers  went  down  to 
[New^J  Orleans.  The  admiral  did  not  come  down  to-day.  We  have 
been  looking  for  him  all  day. 

May  S.-  -Port  Hudson.  The  Sallie  Rohinson  arrived  here  early  this 
morning  from  Baton  Rouge  with  dispatches  for  us  and  the  admiral 
from  General  Augur.  At  9  a.  m.  all  hands  were  called  to  muster  on 
the  quarter-deck,  when  the  dispatch  sent  by  Geneml  Augur  was  read 
by  the  first  lieutenant,  stating  that  Colonel  Grierson  had  arrived 
safely  at  Baton  Rouge  with  two  regiments  of  Illinois  cavalry.  They 
started  fifteen  days  ago  from  La  Grange,  Tenn.,  and  traveled  through 
the  enemy's  countr}',  destroying  everything  in  their  way.  They  heard 
heavy  firing  at  (jrand  Guli;  that  accounts  for  the  nonar rival  of  the 
adminil. 

May  If. — A  great  number  of  dead  horses  and  mules  came  floating 
down  the  river  to-day,  and  also  a  great  quantity  of  cotton.  The  river 
has  commenced  falling  very  fast. 

May  5. — Port  Hudson.  This  morning  at  \)  the  rebel  steamer  Sf'ar- 
liijht  came  down  from  Port  Hudson  with  a  flag  of  truce;  at  the 
same  time  the  steamier  Jherville  came  up  the  river  with  150  paroled 

?risoners.  They  were  put  on  board  of  the  rebel  steamer  Starlight, 
hey  had  no  Union  prisoners  to  exchange.  At  9:30  a.  m.  the  steamer 
Starlight  went  up  to  Port  Hudson  and  landed  her  prisoners;  she  then 
went  up  the  river.  At  1  p.  m.  the  flagship  came  down  the  river.  Soon 
after  the  admiral  came  to  anchor  we  heard  very  rapid  firing  from  the 
direction  of  the  flagship.  Soon  a  large  smoke  ascended  above  the  trees 
on  the  point,  and  the  rebs  that  were  on  the  point  skedaddled  in  haste 
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over  to  the  batteries.     Tbe  admiral  bad  shelled  the  building  that  con- 
tained 4.000  barrels  of  corn  and  totally  destroyed  it. 

May  6.— Tbe  flagship" went  n^t  the  river  this  morning.  The  tug- 
boat Ida  arrived  here  this  morning  with  one  of  the  bombers  in  tow. 
All  the  mortar  schoonerM  are  ordered  up  from  Baton  Bouge.  Admiral 
Porter  has  gone  up  tbe  Red  River  with  his  ironclads.  General  Banks 
and  General  (irant  have  communication  by  the  Red  River.  More  dead 
horses  have  floated  down  by  us  to-day, 

•  May  y.^Port  Hudson.  At  5  p.  ni.  the  /tia  came  up  with  a  bomber 
in  tow;  she  brought  us  a  large  mail.  At  9  p.  m.  the  steamer  Sallie 
Hohinaon  arrived  nere  with  two  bombers  in  tow. 

May  8. — Port  Hudson.  At  11  a.  m.  the  Laurel  Hill  arrived  her© 
with  a  bomber  in  tow.  The^«((iK  went  up  close  under  the  lower  bat 
teries  to  protect  the  bombers.  The  Laurel  Hill  aud  [da  are  engafjed 
putting  the  bombers  in  position.  At  1 :  30  p.  m.  the  bombers  and  the 
iJwftC  opened  fire  on  the  batteries;  they  made  some  very  fine  practice. 
We  fired  about  half  a  dozen  sbot^  from  our  1(H)  pounder-Parrott  at  the 
upper  batteries;  we  made  excellent  shots;  the  most  of  them  burat 
over  the  batteries,  throwing  up  clouds  of  dust  and  dirt  from  tbe  rebel 
works.     At  4  p.  m.  we  made  signal  for  the  bombers  to  cease  firing. 

May  9, —VorX  Hudson.  At  12  last  night  the  bombers  opened  fire  on 
the  batteries.  The  rebels  thought  that  we  were  up  to  something,  and 
they  lighted  large  fires  along  the  banks  to  expose  any  ve3.sel  that  might 
attempt  to  pass.  One  of  the  bombers'  shelfstruek  one  of  these  large 
fires  and  sent  the  burning  wood  flying  in  air.  Tbe  rebs  soon  found 
out  that  their  lights  only  served  as  marks  for  tbe  bombers  to  tire  at. 
We  kept  up  a  pretty  steady  lire  for  an  hour,  when  we  made  signal 
for  the  bomoers  to  cease.  At  9  a.  m.  the  bombers  opened  fire  on  the 
batteries.  Soon  after  we  sent  the  tuglioat  Ida  up  and  towed  the 
bombers  up  about  600  yards  farther,  where  they  could  get  a  better 
view.  They  opened  fire  again  at  all  ranges,  One  shell  set  tire  to  a 
house  and  burned  it  down.  They  kept  up  a  steady  fire  until  m  o'clock, 
when  they  ceased.  They  got  all  tbe  ranges  of  thedifi'erent  batteries, 
which  they  could  not  get  at  night.  The  rebels  have  one  work  about  a 
mile  from  tbe  bomliers,  on  the  top  of  tbe  bank,  which  the  shell  from 
tbe  bombers  tore  to  pieces.  They  had  no  guns  mounted  in  it;  it  was 
intended  for  field  batteries,  to  annoy  the  bombers.  At  3:30  we 
started  up  the  I'iver;  we  passed  the  bombers  and  went  above  the  £ssex 
and  opened  tire  with  our  bow  guns,  the  100-pounder  Parrottand  the 
IX-inch.  We  made  some  splendid  shots  amongst  the  rel>el  camps  and 
at  their  batteries.  We  fired  our  IX-iuch  principally  on  tbe  point  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  where  there  are  some  rebel  pickets.  " 
We  went  up  close  to  the  first  battery,  but  they  could  not  bring  their 
guns  to  bear  on  us,  for  we  kept  close  to  the  shore.  Afterfiring about 
twenty  shots  we  dropped  down  to  our  old  berth  ^ain. 

May  JO. — Port  Hudson.  At  10  o'clock  la.st  night  the  tiombers  opened 
fire  on  the  batteries;  they  kept  up  a  steady  fire  for  an  hour  and  a 
quarter,  when  the  signal  was  made  for  them  to  cease.  The  bombers 
made  the  best  shots  that  time  that  they  have  made  yet;  their  shells 
burst  all  over  the  rebel  batteries:  some  of  them  were  thrown  back  in 
the  country  amongst  the  camps.  At  daylight  this  morning  the  rebels 
opened  fire  on  the  £ssex  and  the  bombers  with  three  or  four  batteries 
or  field  artillery;  their  fire  was  very  I'apid  at  first  aud  their  shot  fell 
around  the  bombers  like  bail,  but  they  were  not  long  in  returning  the.  J 
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fire  with  their  broadside  guns  and  their  Xlll-inch  mortars.  We 
slipped  our  cable  and  put  on  all  steam  and  wexe  soon  up  to  the  bombers 
to  aid  them.  The  smaller  pieces  were  forced  to  leave  the  field,  for  the 
fire  of  the  bombers  was  niaKing  it  very  hot  for  them.  The  Essex  was 
driving  at  them  with  all  her  might.  6y  this  time  we  were  up  opposite 
the  Essex  and  the  rebel  shots  were  all  directed  at  us.  We  were  replying 
with  our  bow  guns;  one  large  rifle  shot  struck  us  under  the  counter  and 
threw  the  ispray  over  the  ship,  but  did  no  damage.  As  soon  as  we  got 
above  the  Essex  we  swung  around  and  gave  them  our  whole  starboard 
broadside.  The  eflfect  was  grand,  for  by  the  time  we  had  swung 
around  to  give  them  another  broadside  they  were  all  silenced  and  the 
firing  ceased.  We  stayed  about  there  for  about  an  hour,  but  the  rebs 
had  got  quite  enough,  for  they  did  not  reply  again.  The  bombers 
were  not  damaged.  The  Essex  was  struck  a  few  times,  but  not  injured. 
We  dropped  down  to  our  old  berth  and  picked  up  our  buoy  and  came  to 
anchor  again.  The  Ida  came  up  this  morning  with  the  Horace  Beals 
in  tow. 

May  11. — Port  Hudson.  At  12  last  night  the  bombers  opened  fire 
on  the  batteries;  they  kept  up  a  splendid  fire  until  1:15  a.  m.,  when 
the  signal  was  made  to  cease.  After  thev  had  ceased  firing*  they 
dropped  down  the  river  about  800  yards,  beliind  the  point  that  makes 
out  rrom  the  bank,  where  the  rebel  artillery  can  not  be  broug^ht  to 
bear  on  them.  They  can  be  moved  up  again  when  they  want  to  open 
fire;  at  the  same  time  it  will  prevent  the  rebels  from  bringing  their 
artillery  to  bear  on  them.  At  10  a.  m.  the  llhn^ville  came  up  with  a 
flag  of  truce.  She  had  between  three  and  four  hundred  rebel  pris- 
oners on  board.  The  IherviUe  went  up  to  the  batteries  at  Port  Hud- 
son, where  the  paroled  prisoners  were  landed. 

May  12. — Port  Hudson.  At  1  a.  m.  the  bombers  opened  fire  on  the 
batteries;  they  kept  up  a  splendid  fire  until  2  a.  m.,  when  they  ceased. 
We  received  news  from  planters  about  Port  Hudson  that  tlae  fire  of 
the  bombers  was  verv  destructive  to  the  rebels. 

May  IS. — Port  Hudson.  At  2  a.  m.  the  bombers  opened  fire  for 
an  hour  on  the  rebels.  About  3  o'clock  two  deserters  came  down  from 
Port  Hudson  in  a  small  skiff  and  reported  that  the  rebs  are  about 
evacuating  Port  Hudson.  At  1  p.  m.  the  Ei^^v.r  opened  fire  on  the 
lower  batter}.     They  could  see  the  rebels  working  at  something  there. 

May  IJf,. — Port  Hudson.  At  11  o'clock  last  night  the  bombers 
opened  fire  on  the  enemy.     At  12  o'clock  thev  ceased  firing. 

May  15. — Port  Hudson.  The  bombardment  was  repeated  from  1  to 
2  this  morning;  the  enemy  made  response  to  our  fin».  At  5  p.  m.  the 
tug  Ida  came  up  from  Baton  Rouge.  Colonel  (irierson  and  several 
other  army  officers  came  up  in  the  Ida  to  take  a  look  at  Port  Hudson. 
At  9  p.  m.  the  bombers  opened  fire  on  the  batteries.  At  11  p.  m.  the 
bombers  ceased  firing. 

Mail  17. — Port  H  uason.  Nothintr  unusual  occurred  vesterdav  worth v 
of  note  until  11  o'clock  last  night,  when  the  bombers  opened  fire  on 
the  batteries;  they  kept  up  the  l)ombardment  for  an  hour.  At  5  p.  m. 
the  Essex  opened  fire  on  the  rebels;  thev  were  working  on  the  crest  of 
a  hill  just  below  their  lower  battery.  Soon  after  the  bombers  opened 
with  their  Xlll-inch  mortars.  The  rebels  returned  a  few  shots  from 
the  hill,  but  soon  were  silenced. 

May  18. — Port  Hudson.  At  11:50  a.  m.  the  MinunigaluJa  came  in 
sight  with  the  admiral  on  board.     We  fired  a  salute  of  seventeen  guns 
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for  hiin,  whic-li  he  returned  with  eleven  guna  for  our  captain.  To-dav 
at  1  p.  m.  a  large  bodv  of  Union  cavalry  arrived  opposite  us  on  the  west 
bunk  of  the  rivev.  They  are  going  to  clear  the  jwint  opposite  to  Port 
Hudson,  where  there  ia  a  nest  of  rebels  conveying  supplies  acrosa  to 
Port  Hudson  nearly  every  day.  At  4  p.  ni.  the  Monongahda  went 
down  the  river.  At  5:30  our  cavalry  returned  and  brought  in  a  great 
drove  of  cattle  and  more  prisoners,  who  were  brought  on  boaidof  us. 
At  10  p.  ni.  the  St.  Mim/n  came  up  with  a  number  of  officers  and  ladies 
on  board  to  witness  the  hombere  shelling  Port  Hudson. 

May  19. — Port  Hudson.  The  bombersopened  lire  last  night  between 
11  and  la  o'clock.  Colonel  Grlerson's  cavalry  left  here  to-day  and 
drove  the  cattle  with  them  down  to  Baton  Rouge.  Heavy  firing  was 
heard  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Hudson  to- day. 

Miiy  30. — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  opened  fire  on  the  batteries 
from  11  until  12  o'clock  last  night.  At  2  p.  ni.  the  gunboat  Kineo 
arrived  here  from  New  Orleans.  She  took  up  her  station  in  rear  of 
the  bomlwrs. 

May^l. ^Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  continued  the  bombardment 
last  night  from  1  until  2  a.  m.     The  river  is  falling  very  fast. 

May  S!*?.— Port  Hudson.  The  bombei-s  opened  tire  last  night  from 
10:30  until  12  o'clock.  This  morning  the  transports  .SW/ic  liobinnojiy 
St.  Maurice,  and  Time  nnd  Tide  came  up  around  Profit  Island  loaded 
with  troops.  We  sent  the  Kinea  to  cover  their  landing.  They  are 
mostly  bfack  regiments.  A  party  of  cavalry  uiade  a  reconnoissance 
this  afternoon  up  above  the  Esueji.  The  army  is  making  preparations 
for  attacking  Port  Hudson  in  the  front  and  rear  at  the  same  time. 
The  Hurt  ford  came  down  to  the  point  this  afternoon.  The  signal  guns 
were  tired  to  make  known  their  arrival.  We  held  communication  with 
her  all  afternoon.  At  3  p,  m.  we  got  up  anchor  and  steamed  up  to  the 
head  of  Profit  Island,  where  we  could  hold  communication  with  the 
Kiiieo  back  of  the  island,  and  she  can  communicate  to  Baton  Rouge  by 
signals.  The  Genexee  lies  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  to  cover  any 
parties  that  may  attempt  to  cross  from  the  Hartford.  The  weather  is 
very  unfavorable  to  the  army  movements  to-day. 

May  ^3. — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  opened  on  the  batteries  from 
2:30  until  4  a.  m.  The  reliels  seemed  to  be  very  uneasy  in  Port  Hud- 
son lost  night;  we  could  see  quib;  an  unusual  stir  amongst  them.  At 
1  p.  m.  all  hands  were  called  to  muster  on  the  quarter-ideck,  when  a 
telegraphic  dispatch  was  read,  sent  by  General  Augur  to  Captain 
Alden.  stating  that  he  had  i-eceived  a  dispatch  from  General  Grant  to 
the  effect  that  Gmnt  had  whipped  the  rebel  Johnston  and  taken  til 
pieces  of  artillery  from  him  and  had  surrounded  Vicksburg,  and  also 
that  General  Grover's  division  had  landed  at  Bayou  Sai-a  and  that  he 
was  only  3  miles  above  Port  Hudson.  Colonel  Griei-son's  cavalry 
had  gone  over  to  him  from  Augur's  divi-sion.  Port  Hudson  is  com- 
pletely surrounded  on  all  sicles.  At  2  the  Hartfoni  fired  shell 
into  the  woods  above  Port  Hudson.  The  Ida  went  down  to  Baton 
Rouge  with  the  mails  this  morning.  At  5:30  p.  m.  she  returned,  in 
company  with  the  Mfniinujahelxi.  The  admiral  is  on  board  of  her.  At 
4  p.  m.  the  Es»ifx  got  underway  and  ran  up  close  to  the  batteries.  At 
the  same  time  the  Domberti  opened  fire,  but  the  rebels  did  not  respond 
to  it.  The  Eatiea.'  came  to  her  berth  again.  Someof  Admiral  Porter's 
fleet  came  down  to  the  point  this  evening. 
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May  ^^. — Port  Hudson.     The  bombers  and  the  Eu§oi  opened  fire  at 
10:30  la.st  night,  which  they  kept  up  until  12.     At  10  a.  m.  we  had 
our  usual  Sunday  morning  exercise.     Heavy  firing  is  heard  in  the  rear 
of  Port  Hudson  this  morning.     Our  forces  have  attacked  the  rebels. 
At  1  p.  m.  the  firing  is  very  I'apid  in  the  rear.     At  1:30  p.  m.  the 
Essex  got  underway  and  steamed  ahead.     The  bombers  opened  a  rapid 
fire  on  the  batteries.     At  2  p.  m.  signal  wajd  made  from  the  flag'ship  to 
get  underway.     The  Essex  took  the  right  bank  of  the  river  and  ran  up 
under  the  first  battery,  where  they  could  not  hit  her.     We  then  tooK 
the  lead  on  the  left  bank,  the  flag  on  our  quarter.     The  Oenesee  kept 
on  the  right  bank  with  the  Essex,     We  steamed  up  imtil  we  got  within 
range  of  the  first  battery,  which  we  silenced  with  our  long-range  gun. 
We  then  kept  on  up  until  we  came  within  range  of  a  place  called  the  *  *  cit- 
adel," where  the  rebels  had  some  verv  heavy  guns  mounted^  which 
were  plowing  the  water  up  about  us.    ^his  battery  we  soon  silenced. 
We  tore  up  the  works  ana  dismounted  some  of  the  guns.     We  had  to 
be  very  careful  that  we  did  not  fire  in  the  rear,  for  fear  of  hurting  oar 
own  troops.     The  rebels  replied  from  their  upper  batteries  very  often, 
but  most  of  their  shot  fell  short.     The  steamer  IberviU^  came  up  to 
us  from  back  of  the  island  with  dispatches  at  4:30  p.  m.     The  sie*- 
nal  was  made  immediately  to  cease  firing  and  come  to  anchor.      We 
disabled  our  rifle  gun  during  the  action. .  It  was  the  principal  gun  that 
we  used.     The  Essex  was  struck  several  times,  but  there  was  no  one 
injured.     The  Monongahela  was  struck  twice  with  pieces  of  shell,  but 
no  one  injured.     We  did   not  receive  a  scratch.     The  Genesee  and 
Kineo  were  not  struck.     We  all  came  to  anchor  at  4:40  p.  m.     The 
firing  in  the  rear  seemed  to  be  much  closer  to  the  river.     WhUe  the 
Essex  was  steaming  about  under  the  batteries  this  evening  she  was 
struck  five  times,  and  had  four  men  slightly  wounded.     About  dark 
this  evening  the  bombers  were  towed  up  about  half  a  mile  farther. 
The  first  one  of  them  lies  astern  of  the  Essex,     The  rebels  can  not 
fire  on  the  bombers  from  the  citadel,  for  we   demolished  that  this 
afternoon.     The  weather  is  very  hot  to-day. 

May  25. — Port  Hudson.  The  fighting  commenced  early  this  morn- 
ing on  the  enemy's  front  and  left.  A  heavy  cannonade  was  kept  up 
all  day  long.  At  3  p.  m.  a  party  of  cavalry  came  down  to  the  Essex 
and  stated  that  Gi^neral  Dudley  was  going  to  attack  on  the  enemy's 
right  as  soon  as  possible.  At  3:30  p.  m.  the  flagship  Genesee  and 
this  ship  got  underway  and  mn  well  up  the  river,  so  that  we  could  be 
in  good  supporting  distance.  We  then  came  to  anchor  where  we  could 
communicate  with  the  flagship  above  and  the  signal  station  behind  the 
island.  The  tug  and  Kineo  are  busy  all  day  carrying  messages  from 
the  army  signal  station  to  the  flagship.  At  4  p.  m.  t^e  Essex  vfent  up 
close  under  the  upper  battery.  The  re))els  were  raising  a  great  dust 
on  the  bank  of  the  river  behind  the  batteries.  Great  bodies  of  them 
could  be  seen  flying  about  with  artillerv.  The  bombers  opened  on 
them  and  soon  cleaned  them  out  from  there.  Toward  dark  the  roar 
of  the  artillery  and  nmsketry  are  getting  closer  to  us.  The  bombers 
ceased  firing  at  7  p.  m.  At  7:30  p.  m.  the  tugboat  Ida  towed  the 
bombers  up  the  river  about  half  a  mile  farther,  nearly  under  the 
bluff,  where  the  first  battery  is  situated.  Thev  can  sweep  the  whole 
bank  with  their  shells.  The  artillerj'  on  both  sides  slackened  their  fire 
at  dark. 
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May  26. — Port  Hudson.  At  12  last  night  the  Hartford  opened  a 
very  heavy  fire  from  above  Port  Hudson.  She  kept  it  up  until  2  a.  m. 
An  occasional  artillery  piece  could  be  heard  all  night.  This  morning 
at  daylight  the  bombei's  opened  fire  on  the  batteries  until  8  a.  m.,  when 
they  ceased.  One  of  the  bombers  was  towed  up  about  300  yards 
farther,  astern  of  the  Essex..  This  morning  the  fighting  in  the  rear  is 
still  raging.  The  fire  of  the  artillery  is  very  rapid  at  different  times 
during  the  day.  At  3  p.  m.  the  ilssex  and  Genesee  and  one  of  the 
bombers  opened  fire  on  the  upper  batteries  for  about  an  hour.  The 
upper  battery  of  all  fired  a  few  shots  up  the  river,  but  we  could  not 
tell  what  they  were  firing  at.  A  large  smoke  was  seen  ascending  above 
the  trees;  it  was  the  enemy's  breastworks,  built  of  cotton,  whicn  were 
set  on  fire  by  our  shells.  At  5  p.  m.  the  Antona  started  down  river 
and  ran  high  and  dry.  She  is  in  6  feet  of  water.  The  Genesee  and  the 
tug  Ida  then  tried  to  get  her  off,  but  they  could  not  succeed.  They 
pidled  the  mizzenmast  out  of  her.     The  weather  to-day  is  very  hot. 

May  27, — Port  Hudson.  At  daylight  this  morning  General  Banks' 
forces  opened  fire  on  the  rebels  with  all  their  artillery  and  siege  guns. 
At  6:15  the  fleet  got  underway  and  went  up  close  to  the  batteries.  At 
6:30  we  opened  fire  from  our  bow  guns.  The  gunboats  could  maneu- 
ver about  the  river;  they  could  use  all  their  battery.  We  had  to  be 
very  careful  that  our  shell  did  not  go  back  too  far  into  the  country. 
The  Essex  hugged  the  bank  and  went  well  up  under  the  batteries,  where 
she  poured  her  shell  into  the  rebels  at  a  rapid  rate.  A  great  many  of 
the  bombers'  shell  burst  over  us,  and  the  pieces  struck  in  numerous 
places.  The  Hartford  opened  from  above  into  the  rebs.  The  rebels' 
shell  from  the  batteries  fell  over  and  around  us,  some  of  the  pieces 
striking  us,  but  doing  very  little  damage.  Every  now  and  then  a  large 
shot  would  plow  the  water  up  alongside  of  us,  throwing  the  spray  as 
high  as  the  tops.  Our  shell  were  bursting  into  their  batteries,  throwing 
up  clouds  of  dust  and  dirt.  At  8  a.  m.  the  signal  was  made  to  cease  firing. 
The  firing  on  shore  seemed  to  be  getting  close  to  the  bank,  and  it 
would  be  dangerous  for  us  to  fire  any  longer.  We  dropped  down  out 
of  range  of  the  upper  batteries  and  came  to  anchor  and  had  breakfast, 
having  everything  read}^  to  go  at  it  again  at  a  moment's  notice.  When 
we  went  into  the  engagement  we  left  a  boat  at  anchor  where  we  were 
lying,  with  a  signal  oflicer  in  it,  to  keep  th^  communication  with 
Springfield  Landing,  behind  Profit  Island.  At  the  same  time  they 
could  signalize  up  to  us.  There  was  no  one  injured  in  the  engage- 
ment, although  nearly  every  one  of  the  vessels  got  struck  with  pieces 
of  shell.  The  firing  in  the  rear  has  continued  all  day  with  unequaled 
rapidity.  Two  very  large  fires  broke  out  in  Port  Hudson  about  12 
o'clock  to-da\-.  At  1  p.  m.  the  lookout  aloft  reported  that  signal  was 
being  made  to  us  from  one  of  the  bluffs  close  up  to  the  lower  oattery. 

Our  signal  officer  held  a  long  communication  with .     Our  forces 

were  driving  the  enemy  before  them  and  had  silenced  most  of  their 
guns.  Two  river  steamers  trying  to  get  the  Antona  off  succeeded  at 
5  p.  m.  She  went  on  down  to  Kew  Orleans  as  soon  as  she  got  off.  At 
5:80  p.  m.  General  Weitzel  took  the  upper  battery  by  storm.  Soon 
after  the  middle  batteries  opened  fire  on  the  upper  one.  Our  troops 
replied  handsomely.  The  iieet  got  underway  and  stood  up  the  river 
to  draw  the  fire  of  the  rebel  batteries  onto  us.  but  the  admiral  was 
afraid  to  fire,  for  our  troops  were  closing  in  on  tne  rebels  and  we  could 
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not  help  tiling  too  far  back.     The   firing   from  the  batteries  I 
ceased,  and  we  dropped  down  to  our  anchorage  again.  

May  2fi.  — Port  Hudson.  At  2  a.  m.  our  troops  made  an  attack.  It 
only  lasted  about  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  when  all  was  silent  a^in. 
There  were  only  a  few  heavy  guns  tired.  At  6  a.  m,  the  rebels  opened 
fire  on  the  Ijombers  and  Ekki^x  from  the  lower  Iwittery,  where  thev 
planted  some  guns  during  the  night,  expecting  that  we  would  open  witli 
our  long  riflcM  and  drive  Imek  our  own  troops,  but  we  only  fired  from 
the  mortarfs  and  the  Exne,e.  The  fight  lartt<id  until  9  a.  m.,  when  the 
rebel  battery  was  effectually  silenced.  The  .Swe-r  was  not  more  t  ban  n 
half  a  mile  distant.  The  guns  of  the  rebels  were  mounted  on  one  of 
the  hluliM  in  a  line  with  the  Eitxex  and  the  bombers,  and  iwuriug-  a 
rapid  fire  down  upon  them.  The  Evxej:  ran  out  of  ammunition;  they 
had  not  another  shot  or  shell  ou  board.  They  dispattrhed  a  boat  down 
to  us  for  shell.  By  this  time  the  rebel  guns  liad  all  been  silenced  but 
one;  this  the  bombers  were  paving  their  strictest  attention  to.  their 
shells  wei'e  bursting  all  around  t^e  works,  throwing  up  clouds  of  dnst 
and  dirt,  At  H  a.  m.  the  rebels  ceased;  they  were  completely  driven 
out  from  their  works.  The  £jiic.r  was  pretty  roughly  handled.  She 
was  struck  15  times;  one  shell  entered  her  upper  deck  and  came  down 
through  in  its  descent;  two  others  penetrated  into  the  wood,  but  did 
not  get  through.  No  one  was  injured  on  boai-d.  The  bombers  wei-e 
struck  several  times,  but  no  one  was  hurt.  We  gave  the  E»»>'^  lUO 
IX-inch  shell  and  10(t  charges  of  ammunition,  but  the  rebs  had 
skedaddled  liefore  she  got  them.  The  army  have  bad  no  general 
engagement  to-day.  At  7  p.  ni.  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery 
was  opened  in  the  rear,  which  was  continued  until  10:30  p.  m.,  whi'ii 
the  fire  began  to  slacken.  The  weather  to-day  was  very  hot,  but  the  air 
is  quite  cool  to-night.  Our  troops  have  the  advantage  of  the  beautiful 
moonlight.  At  10  p.  m.  the  Ixjmbers  opened  fire  on  the  batteries. 
They  fired  one  shell  every  five  minutes. 

May  S9. — Port  Hudson.  At  daylight  the  rebels  opened  fire  on  the 
bombers  and  the  AsJtcj-,  which  they  returned  very  briskly  for  some 
time,  but  the  admiral  was  afraid  that  itwa^  only  a  dodge  of  the  rebels 
to  get  us  to  open  tire  on  our  troops,  so  the  bombers  and  the  £J**t^  were 
ordered  to  drop  down  out  of  range.  At  3:30  p.  ni.  the  bombers 
opened  fire  on  the  lower  battery.  There  was  a  great  dust  about  the 
works,  as  if  they  were  working  on  the  embankments.  Our  Iwmlwrs 
can  make  much  better  shots  at  long  range  than  they  can  at  short,  for 
every  one  of  their  shots  fell  into  the  works,  throwing  up  clouds  of 
dust  and  dirt.  The  weather  has  l)een  cloudy  all  day.  Alwut  ft  p.  in, 
it  commenced  to  rain  very  hard.  The  bomljers  bad  to  cease  firing. 
There  was  very  little  fighting  to-day  with  the  artillery,  but  the 
musketry  was  engaged  very  briskly  at  different  times  during  the  day. 
The  rebels  made  three  attempt«  to  cut  theirway  out  from  Port.  Hudson, 
but  they  could  not  succe^'d;  they  were  driven  back  every  time  with 
heavy  loss. 

Mat/  30. — Port  Hudson.  The  Iwrnbers  opened  fire  at  midnight  and 
kept  it  up  until  5  a.  m.  At  daylight  the  tienexee  went  down  the  river. 
At  1  p.  m.  the  Aiitima  arrived  here  with  ammunition  for  the  tieet 
We  took  200  shell  for  our  loO-pounder  Parrott  and  10  barrels  of 
powder  out  of  her.  Our  lieutenant-commander,  Mr.  Teny,  left  us 
tbio  afternoon  to  take  charge  of  a  siege  battery  under  (leneral  Banks. 
He  ia  an  excellent  orduance  officer  and  will  superintend  the  working 
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of  the  yuns.  We  have  communication's  with  Ueneml  Weitzel  at  the 
upper  battery.  He  has  a  signal  station  in  a  bigli  tree  in  the  front  of 
the  battery.  Our  troops  are  engaged  planting  their  siege  guns  and 
getting  them  into  position.  The  rebs  have  tjeen  very  quiet  to-day, 
The  O'tnesee  arrivea  here  this  evening  at  t!  o'clock.  The  weather 
continues  very  warm. 

May  31. — Port  Hudson.  The  twrnbers  kept  up  u  brisk  fire  nearly  all 
night;  at  daylight  they  ceased.  The  admiral  visited  us  to-day.  At 
■i  p .  m.  the  bomliers  opened  tire  on  the  batteries;  they  made  splendid 
shots.  At  5  p.  ni.  the  Mon/mgaMa,  Oennitee,  and  this  ship  opened  on 
the  reb.-j  with  our  long  rifles.  The  rebels  liecame  very  irritated,  for 
they  replied  \'ery  vigorously  for  some  time,  some  of  their  shots 
plowing  the  water  up  under  our  bows;  one  struck  the  E»gex,  hut 
it  did  not  pierce  her  armor.  We  made  signal  to  discontinue  action 
at  ti  p.  m.     The  weather  is  exceedingly  hot  to-day. 

Jiiiit  /.—  Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  oi»ened  tire  from  12  until  8 
this  morning.  The  rehs  TOplied  from  the  lower  batteries  very  i-ap- 
idly,  but  they  made  very  bad  shots;  they  did  not  strike  any  of  the 
fleet.  We  lay  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  in  a  very  good  position  for 
them  to  lire  at,  but  they  did  not  manage  to  hit  us,  although  thev  came 
very  near  at  times.  8ix  large  siege  guns  arrivedat  .Springfield  I^and- 
ing  to-day  for  General  Banks.  At  1  p.  m.  the  Genente  and  we 
opened  with  our  long  rifles  on  the  batteries.  We  only  fired  a.  few 
rounds  to  keep  the  rebs  on  the  move.  We  are  engaged  fliling  200 
rifled  shell  and  fitting  in  the  fuzes.  The  Antoini  went  down  this  after- 
noon. Everything  is  quiet  in  the  river  to-day.  The  river  is  falling 
very  fast    The  weather  to-day  continues  very  hoL 

June  :8.— Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  opened  tire  at  Id  last  ni^ht 
They  fired  very  moderately— one  shell  every  three  minutes — u«til  1 
a.  m,  this  morning.  The  rebs  did  not  return  the  fire,  for  they  have 
found  out  that  they  can  not  do  us  any  harm.  At  in  a.  m.  a  largo 
squad  of  cavalry  came  down  abreast  of  the  £»sex  and  held  communi- 
cation with  us  by  sigitalfi.  A  large  party  of  deserters  from  Port 
Hudson  came  on  board  of  us  this  evening;  we  sent  them  to  the  flag- 
ship. The  weather  continues  very  hot.  The  sick  list  is  beginning  to 
fet  quite  large.  There  is  quit*  a  fleet  of  steamers  at  .Springfield 
randing  to-day,  bringing  provisions  and  stores  for  the  army. 

■June  3, — Port  Hudson.  The  rebels  opened  fire  from  the  middle  bat- 
tery on  the  upper  one  in  possession  of  our  troops  under  General 
Weitzel,  The  bomhers  opened  at  11  p.  m..  and  ceased  at  2 :  30  a.  m.; 
the  rel>el3  had  ceased  half  an  hour  l>efore  we  did.  The  bombers  made 
some  excellent  shots  about  the  rebel  battery,  which  caused  them  to 
cea-se.  We  took  the  IX-inch  gun  down  off  oftiie  poop  this  morning,as 
there  is  no  use  for  it  there  now.  The  weather  to-day  is  the  hottest  of 
the  season;  the  air  is  suffocating.  The  efi'ecti  of  the  heat  already 
liegin  to  tell  on  the  crew.  The  Sallle  Holiiii/tim  came  up  to-day  and 
took  (JO  contrabands,  who  had  congregated  on  the  bank  opposite  the 
ship. 

./une  4.. — Port  Hudson.  The  rebels  opened  fire  from  their  middle 
battery  with  three  guns  at  10  last  night;  they  fired  very  briskly  for  a 
little  while,  when  a  signal  rocket  was  sent  up  from  our  forces  in  the 
rear  as  a  signal  for  us  to  engage  the  rebels.  In  a  few  moments  the 
bombei'8  and  Gen^ee  opened  fire  on  the  batterj'.  The  rebs'  fire  soon 
slackened,     The  Genesee  would  wait  until  the  rebels  fired  and  then  she 
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would  let  drive  at  the  flash  of  their  guns.  At  11: 30  p.  m.  the  rebels 
had  ceased  altogether.  The  bombers  still  kept  up  their  fire  until  2 
a.  m.  The  tug  Ida  returned  from  New  Orleans  this  morning  and 
brought  us  a  large  mail.  The  Antona  arrived  here  with  ammunition 
for  the  fleet.  A  lar^e  river  steamer  came  up  to-day  to  take  away  the 
contrabands  who  had  accumulated  on  the  bank  opposite  the  snip — 
about  1,200  in  number.  Forty  men  from  our  ship  went  ashore  this 
afternoon  to  man  one  of  the  sie^e  batteries  of  IX-inch  guns.  They 
took  their  own  tents  from  the  ship,  and  provisions  and  also  tackle  for 
the  guns  and  extra  screws  for  elevating  the  guns.  They  went  well 
prepared  for  everything.  A  numl^er  of  men  went  from  the  other  ves- 
sels also;  they  are  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Terry  of  our 
ship.  Everything  is  nearly  ready  for  the  oiiening  of  the  siege  on  the 
doomed  rebels  in  Port  Hudson.     The  air  is  heavy  and  stifling. 

June  5. — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  amused  themselves  for  three 
hours  last  night,  as  usual,  by  throwing  their  ponderous  shell  into  the 
rebel  works.  We  received  a  24:-pounder  howitzer  from  the  Essex  B,r\d 
gave  them  a  12-pounder  in  return.  We  placed  the  24:-pounder  on  the 
poop  to  be  used  as  a  pivot.  At  10  a.  ra.  a  large  dust  was  seen  in  and 
about  the  batteries.  We  opened  on  them  with  our  100-pounder;  the 
bombers  also  opened,  and  between  us  we  managed  to  make  the  clouds 
of  dust  much  greater  in  size  by  bursting  our  shell  into  their  works. 
At  11:30  a.  m.  we  ceased  firing.     The  weather  continues  very  hot. 

June  6. — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers,  as  usual,  amused  the  rebels 
with  a  few  Xlll-inch  shell  for  three  hours  last  night.  Our  batteries 
in  the  rear  are  nearly  ready  to  open;  the  mortars  are  in  position;  the 
naval  battery  is  nearly  completed.  At  10  a.  m.  the  rebels  opened  fire 
on  the  naval  battery  from  their  lower  battery  with  two  guns.  We 
replied  immediately  with  our  100-pounder.  The  Esseo^  and  Genesee 
soon  followed  with  their  rifles.  We  made  splendid  shots.  The  rebels 
only  fired  4  shots  from  their  guns,  when  they  were  forced  to  leave 
their  battery. 

June  7. — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  kept  up  the  bombardment 
for  three  hours  last  night,  from  1 1  until  2  a.  m.  There  was  some  very 
heavv  tiring  in  the  rear  this  morning  early,  but  the  tire  was  not  rapid 
and  did  not  last  long.  At  2  p.  m.  a  s(|uad  of  cavalry  came  down  to 
the  bank  opposite  us;  they  had  about  40  prisoners  with  them.  Boats 
were  sent  and  the  prisoners  taken  aboard  of  the  flagship.  This  even- 
ing about  0  o'clcK^k  there  were  a  few  shots  exchanged  between  our 
forces  and  the  rebels. 

Jme8, — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  opened  tire  at  1  a.  m.  and 
kept  up  a  slow,  steady  tire  until  4.  There  was  considerable  of  a  fire 
openeci  from  the  rear  this  morning;  some  of  the  shell  burst  into  the 
rebel  batteries  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  The  river  continues  to  fall 
very  fast.  The  banks  are  so  high  that  we  can  not  see  over  them  from 
the  deck. 

June  9, — Port  Hudson.  There  seemed  to  be  quite  a  stir  amongst 
the  rebels  last  night.  There  was  an  occasional  gun  fired  and  then  the 
sharp  reports  of  sharpshooter  rifles  could  be  heard  very  plainly.  At 
1  a.  m.  tne  bombers  opened  until  4  o'clock  this  morning.  At  11  a.  m. 
Battery  Terry  and  the  mortars  in  the  rear  opened  tire;  they  set  fire  to 
some  very  large  buildings  in  Port  Hudson,  which  burned  all  day  and 
part  of  the  night.  Some  of  their  shell  could  be  seen  bursting  into  the 
rebel  batteries  on  the  bank  of  the  river.     At  8  p.  m.  the  rebels  returned 
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a  few  shots  from  the  middle  battery.  Terry  and  the  mortars  in  the 
rear  are  keeping  up  a  steady  fire.  At  10  p.  m.  our  bombers  opened 
fire.  The  Antona  arrived  nere  this  evening  with  anununition  and 
stores.  At  11  p.  m.  the  steamer  Time  and  Tide  came  up  the  river. 
A  boatswain's  mate  named  Calver  was  knocked  overboard  by  the  stay 
becoming  unbooked  from  the  yard.  The  man  was  killed  before  he 
struck  the  water. 

June  10.— Fort  Hudson.  This  morning  at  daylight  the  Antona  came 
alongside  of  us.  We  took  out  a  100-pounder  rifle,  and  the  JEssex  came 
alongside,  when  we  placed  the  gun  on  board  of  her.  The  bombers 
ceased  firing  at  daylight.  The  army  continues  throwing  their  shell 
into  the  rebel  works  this  morning.  The  tug  Ida  came  alongside  this 
afternoon  and  we  gave  her  about  600  rounds  of  ammunition  for  Bat- 
tery Terry  ashore.  The  Genesee  gave  a  quantity  also.  We  gave 
Ihem  shell,  shot,  shrapnel,  and  grape.  Our  batteries  kept  up  a  slow, 
steady  fire  all  day  long.  Another  large  fire  broke  out  in  Port  Hudson 
this  afternoon,  caused  by  the  explosion  of  the  shells  from  our  battery. 

June  11.— Fort  Hudson.  The  bombers  fired  nearly  all  last  night. 
Our  batteries  still  keep  up  a  steady  fire  on  the  rebels.  At  10  a.  m.  we 
opened  fire  on  the  citadel  with  our  long  rifle.  The  Genesee  and  Essex 
opened  also.  The  rebels  were  at  work  at  something  in  the  citadel,  but 
we  soon  cleared  them  out  of  there.  At  11: 30  a.  m.  the  flagship  made 
signal  to  cease.  We  are  engaged  to-day  strapping,  filling,  and  fuzing 
shell  for  our  battery  ashore.    The  Ida  came  up  to-day. 

June  12. — Port  Hudson.  Last  night  about  12  a  boat  was  hailed 
approaching  the  ship  on  the  starboard  side  close  under  the  bows. 
Another  was  hailed  by  the  sentry  on  the  port  side,  but  no  answer  was 
given.  Immediately  a  boat  was  manned  and  sent  in  pursuit.  They 
succeeded  in  capturing  one  of  the  boats  with  two  men  in  it,  who  were 
sent  from  Port  Hudson  with  dispatches.  They  were  brought  on  board 
and  searched  and  then  put  under  guard.  Signal  was  made  to  the  other 
vessels  below  and  to  the  cavalry  to  keep  a  sharp  lookout  for  the  other 
boat.  The  fire  from  our  batteries  and  mortars  continued  very  briskly 
all  night.  The  rebels  return  very  briskly  sometimes  from  one  bat- 
tery. Our  bombers  fired  from  12  until  3  this  morning.  At  9  a.  m. 
we  sent  the  rebel  prisoners  on  board  of  the  flagship.  This  morning 
we  took  the  IX-inch  gun  off  of  the  forecastle  and  put  the  30-pounder 
Parrott  on  the  poop  in  its  place.  Battery  Terry  dismounted  a  X-inch 
columbiad — the  best  gun  the  rebels  have — this  evening,  and  two 
other  smaller  guns. 

June  13. — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  opened  at  11  last  night,  and 
kept  up  a  steady  fire  until  daylight  this  morning.  The  fire  from  our 
batteries  opened  from  every  point  this  morning.  At  11  a.  m.  the 
fleet  bombers  opened  on  the  rebel  works.  At  12  o'clock  the  fleet 
ceased  firing  and  went  to  dinner.  The  fire  from  our  batteries  still 
continues  with  great  rapidity.  The  Antona  came  up  to-day  with 
ammunition  and  supplies  for  the  fleet.  At  2  p.  m.  the  M!ssex  and  Gen- 
esee moved  up  the  river,  one  [on]  the  right  bank  and  the  other  on  the 
left;  they  watched  their  opportunity  and  opened  fire  on  the  rebels. 
They  soon  returned  it  from  three  different  batteries.  We  opened 
immediately  with  our  100  and  30  pounders  and  the  Monongahela  with 
her  200-pounder.  We  soon  silenced  the  guns  the  rebels  had  in  the 
citadel.  We  then  directed  our  fire  on  the  other  batteries.  The  rebels 
soon  slackened  their  fire  when  we  got  fairly  opened  on  them.     The 
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,£iwerwtts  atmiik  by  one  shell  exploding  in  front  of  her  bows.  We 
bad  our  jib  boom  carripd  away  by  a.  Mhell  whicli  carried  uwaj  the  jib 
stays  and  whiskers.     At  5  p.  ui.  tne  tug  began  to  tow  the  bombers  up 


farther  about  half  ii  uiile.  As  soon  as  they  had  (jot  into  position, 
they  opened  tire  on  all  the  battt^riei^  fating  the  river.  Toe  (rtn*- 
nee^s  lUO-pounder  rifle  dismounted  one  of  the  large  guns  in  the  thiri 
battery.     At  8  p.  m,  everything  was  quiet  on  liot^  sides. 

June  i^.— Port  Hudson.  At  12  last  night  all  of  our  batteritt 
opened  lire  on  the  rebels;  the  bombers  opened  at  the  mmc  time.  The 
firing  from  our  IX-inch  gun  battery  could  be  heard  above  all  the  oth- 
ers. At  4  a.  ni.  the  bombers  ceased  firing.  The  tire  from  our  artillery  ia 
more  rapid.  There  is  one  long-t'oiiliniii'd  roar  of  the  artillery,  like 
distant  thunder;  hundreds  of  the  shell  can  Ik?  plainly  seen  burstiog  ioto 
the  rebel  works  at  daylight.  There  is  so  mueh  i<muko  that  we  can 
starcely  see  the  rebel  works.  The  lond  whiz  of  musketry  can  Iw 
heard  now  and  tlum  when  the  tiro  of  the  artillery  slackens.  General 
Weitzel's  division  carried  another  line  of  works  to-day  by  storm.  The 
tiring  in  the  rear  has  all  censed  except  the  naval  Itattery  that  ia  stUl 
keeping  up  a  steady  tire.  The  tug  M/  came  along.side  this  eveatt^, 
and  we  gave  her  TiOt)  shell  and  shrapnel  for  Battery  Terry. 

■/'ini'  iy.— Port  Hudson.  Last  night  quite  a  number  of  log;t)  came 
down  the  river,  which  were  hailed  by  the  sentries,  and  receiving  no 
answer  they  tired  into  them.  It  wa.-,  very  dark.  The  Oenssee'ti  bost'a 
crew  captured  a  boat  with  *i  men  in  it.  Our  bomtwiT*  tired  nearly  all 
night.  From  the  advanced  position  which  they  have  they  can  rake  Uw 
banksof  the  river  to  the  upper  battery.  There  is  quite  an  exciteinont 
raised  among  the  fleet  to-day  by  the  report  that  came  here  that  our 
cavalry  on  the  point  were  driven  in  by  a  large  force  of  rebels,  who 
were  moving  toward  the  point  opposite  I'ort  Hudson.  The  fleet  all 
took  uj)  their  positions  so  that  we  could  rake  the  iwint  with  our  sbell. 

Juiii:  16. — Port  Hudson.  The  Hre  from  our  Imtteries  and  (Ju 
Itombers  was  kept  up  nearly  all  night.  General  I^nks  sent  up  a  num- 
ber of  Congreve  rockets  during  the  night.  There  was  some  very 
sharp  musketry  6ring at  daylight.  The  W«  brought  liack  anumbci  of 
empty  shell  boxes,  which  will  l>e  filled  again  for  Battery  Terry. 

./»/((' 77. —Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  fired  for  three  hours  last 
night.  The  reltel-s  returned  the  fire  a  number  of  limes,  but  most  of 
their  shots  passed  over  the  bombers;  none  of  them  struck  or  did  any 
damage  to  the  borafjers.  Our  battery  still  keeps  up  a  steady  fire  ut 
regular  intervals.  The  admiral  visited  us  this  evening;  the  guard  was 
turned  out  to  receive  him. 

•fnne  IS. — Port  Hudson.  The  lK)ml>ers  opened  fire  at  12  last  night 
and  kept  it  up  until  4  a.  m.  The  flag,>jliip  SluntuKjnluI'i,  left  here  this 
evening  for  New  Orleans.  We  are  left  a-*  flagship  for  the  present. 
Captain  Alden  is  the  .senior  officer,  and  as  soon  as  the  flagship  left, 
raised  his  pennant  at  the  fore. 

June  10. — Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  fired  as  usual  last  night  for 
three  hours.  The  fire  from  our  batteries  is  very  slow.  This  morning 
three  deserters  from  Port  Hudson  came  alongside  of  us  in  a  small 
skiff;  they  state  that  things  are  getting  desperate,  their  provisions  are 
getting  short,  and  the  long  rilies  from  the  shipping  hud  dismounted 
their  l)est  guns.     One  of  the  deserters  was  sent  over  totieneml  Bauks. 

JuneW. — Port  Hudson.  The  JTOmlwrs  opened  lire  at  \i  and  ceased 
at  daylight     This  morning  we  sent  17  men  ashore  to  man  a  IX-inch 
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gUD  in  a  new  battery  that  is  nearly  completed  on  the  hill  commanding 
the  rebels'  lower  batteries.  The  battery  is -to  mount  18  gunsj,  princi- 
pally rifles.  We  also  sent  rations  and  camp  equipments  for  our  men. 
The  Tennessee  is  alongside  the  Horace  Beals  filling  her  up  with  ammu- 
nition for  the  bombers.  General  Weitzel's  upper  battery  opened  fire 
on  the  rebels  this  evening.  They  did  not  seem  to  take  any  notice  of 
it  at  first,  but  the  fire  of  our  battery  began  to  get  too  warm  for  their 
comfort,  when  they  ojpened  from  the  river  batteries  with  ^reat  vigor. 
The  Genesee  and  we  had  been  watching  them  for  some  tmie,  and  as 
soon  as  they  fired  the  first  gun  we  opened  with  our  100-pounder  rifles, 
which  soon  shut  them  up.  The  Tennessee  went  down  this  evening. 
The  river  is  rising  a  little  to-day. 

June  21, — Port  Hudson.  There  was  considerable  excitement  caused 
during  the  night  from  innumerable  logs,  which  were  fired  at  bv  the 
sentries,  thinking  they  were  boats.  The  bombers  fired  as  usual  last 
night. 

June  22. — Port  Hudson.  There  was  no  firing  of  any  account  last 
night,  except  from  Weitzel's  battery  on  the  ri^t,  which  fired  a  few 
shots. 

June  23. — Port  Hudson.     A  spy  captured  by  our  troops  on  the 

Kint  opposite  Port  Hudson.  He  nad  the  plans  and  situations  of  our 
tteries  and  number  of  troops  in  his  possession.  He  was  brought  on 
board  of  our  ship.  He  [is]  a  veiT  old  man  and  has  every  appearance 
of  a  secesh.  The  batterv  on  the  bluff  near  the  river  is  nearly  ready  to 
open;  it  has  17  guns  and  2  mortars. 

June  2^. — Port  Hudson.  The  river  is  still  rising  slowly.  The 
rebels  fired  a  few  shots  this  afternoon,  which  were  promptly  returned 
from  our  batteries. 

Jfme  25, — Port  Hudson.  We  mounted  a  IX-inch  gun  on  the  fore- 
castle on  the  port  side.     There  was  no  firing  in  the  rear  to-day. 

Jxine  26. — Port  Hudson.  At  3  p.  m.  the  batteries  in  the  rear  opened 
fire.  At  3:80  p.  ni.  we  got  up  anchor  and  stood  up'the  river.  We 
made  signal  to  the  Jufsex^  Genesee^  and  bombers  to  open  fire.  At  3:40 
p.  m.  we  opened  fire  with  our  rifle  and  IX-inch  gun  on  the  forecastle. 
We  then  ran  well  up  and  opened  with  our  broadside.  Elach  gun's 
crew  had  .to  work  two  guns,  as  we  have  onlv  half  a  crew  on  board. 
The  engagement  now  became  general.  We  delivered  our  broadsides 
beautifully  into  the  citadel,  and  then  slued  around  and  came  up  and 
gave  them  another.  The  shot  from  the  rebel  batteries  flew  all  around 
and  over  us,  but  fortunately  none  of  them  struck  us.  At  5  p.  m. 
General  Banks  sent  word  to  cease  firing  with  the  bonil>ers  and  fire  at 
long  range  with  the  rifles,  for  most  of  the  smoothbore  guns  went  too 
far  back.  We  then  dropped  down  and  came  to  anchor  astern  of  the 
bombers  and  kept  u])  a  steady^  fire  with  our  rifle.  The  Genesee  did  the 
same.  The  Essex  was  struck  three  or  four  times;  some  of  them  did 
considerable  damage;  one  X-inch  columbiad  solid  shot  came  down 
through  her  decks  and  landed  in  the  engine  room.  One  of  the  bomb- 
ers was  struck  and  her  mortiir  bed  injured.  During  the  midst  of  the 
action  a  splendid  large  goose  came*  swimming  down  the  river.  One  of 
the  men  juinped  out  of  the  port  and  caught  the  goose  and  got  back  in 
time  to  load  nis  g'un.  During  the  action  to-day  we  had  1  man  killed 
and  5  wounded  m  the  naval  battery  ashore.  The  10-gun  })atterv 
bearing  on  the  cibidel  did  terrible  execution.  W'e  could  scarcely  see 
the  batteries  for  the  cloudH  of  dust  and  dirt.     At  7  p.  m.  we  ceased 
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firing.     The  batteries  and  mortars  still  kept  up  their  firing'  during  the 
night. 

June  27, — Port  Hudson.  At  4  o'clock  this  morning  we  opened  fire 
with  our  100-pounder  rifle;  the  Emnex  and  Geneaee  did  the  name.  The 
river  is  covered  with  a  heavy  fog  this  morning,  and  the  rebel  batteries 
are  enveloped  in  clouds  of  smoke.  At  7  a.  m.  we  ceased  firing.  Our 
troops  are  working  at  something  on  the  bank  of  the  citadel;  they  seem 
to  [be]  throwing  up  breastworks  from  the  bottom  of  the  citadel — work- 
ing their  way  up  gradually.  The  carpenters  made  a  rough  coffin  of 
f)ine  for  the  captain  of  the  IX-inch  gun  in  our  batter v,  who  Mras  killed 
ast  evening.  Our  batteries  still  keep  heaving  their  shot  and  shell  into 
the  citadel. 

Jxine2S, — Port  Hudson.  This  morning  at  daylij^ht  news  came  aboard 
that  the  rebels  w^ere  threatening  to  attack  DonalcSonville.  The  Gene- 
see was  dispatched  down  there  mimediately.  The  Ida  came  alongside 
this  morning  at  5  a.  m.,  and  we  gave  her  300  shell  and  17  tanks  of 
powder  for  the  naval  battery  ashore.  At  5  p.  m.  the  rebels  opened 
fire  on  our  lower  battery  from  a  new  position  above  the  citadel.  We 
opened  on  them  with  our  100-pounaer  Parrott  immediately.  Our 
battery  opened  on  them  also,  and  in  half  an  hour  we  had  the  rebs' 
guns  silenced. 

June  W. — Port  Hudson.  The  tug  Ida  came  up  this  morning  at 
daylight  and  brought  dispatches  from  Donaldsonville.  The  rebels 
attacked  there  yesterdav  under  the  rebel  general.  Green,  and  were 
whipped  badly;  our  gunboats  slew  them  by  hundreds.  The  rebs  were 
5,000  strong,  while  our  forces  were  only  three  companies  of  infantry 
in  the  fortifications  at  Donaldsonville.  About  10  p.  m.  the  musketry 
ceased  and  our  lower  battery  opened  for  an  hour  on  the  citadel;  after 
that  all  was  ouiet  except  an  occasional  gun. 

June  SO. — Port  Hudson.  The  steamer  Suffolk  came  up  last  night 
and  brought  more  troops. 

July  1. — Port  Hudson.  This  morning  at  9  a.  m.  our  rifle  Imttery  on 
the  west  bank  opened  fire  on  the  rebels.  The  rebs  returned  the  tire 
soon  after.  Our  batter v  opened  at  9: 30  a.  m.  Wo  made  signal  to  the 
EHHe,r  to  engage  the  batteries.  At  9:40  wn>  oiKMied.  Tlie  r^ex  came 
across  on  the  west  side,  where  we  took  our  {position,  where  she  could 
see  much  bettor.  At  first  the  rebels  did  not  seem  to  take  anv  notice 
of  us  and  the  ExRe,i\  but  kept  blazing  awav  at  our  battery,  but  we  soon 
got  the  range  of  them,  when  they  oponod  on  us  with  everything  they 
could  bring  to  bear  on  us.  Most  of  those  shots  wore  good  line,  but 
short;  one  X-inch  gun  always  fired  over  us,  the  shell  making  an  un- 
earthlv,  scroeching  noise  as  it  passed  over  our  heads.  At  12  oVloi^k 
the  rebc^ls  ceased  firing  altogether.  Wo  coasted  in  a  few  momenta  after. 
The  IUHi\c  returned  to  hor  position  again.  Our  battery  kept  up  a  slow 
fire  all  evening,  prevent ing  the  rebels  from  cooking  on  the  bank  of 
the  river,  as  they  usually  clid,  and  also  prevented  them  from  bringing 
their  cattle  and  horses  down  to  water. 

July  2, — Port  Hudson.  Our  battery  opened  on  the  rebels  this  morn- 
ing from  the  west  bank  with  7  Parrott  guns.  The  robs  fired  a  few 
shots,  but  for  every  shot  they  fired  a  doz<'n  were  returned  at  them  by 
our  battery.  At  10  a.  m.  the  /s^vx/./*  was  sent  down  to  Springfield 
Landing  to  protect  the  transports  and  stores.  The  TrnmsHiui  arrived 
here  at  1  p.  m.  The  admimi  is  aboard;  the  ^rV;/^^.v/v  came  in  company 
with  her.  At  3  p.  m.  our  captain  made  a  short  speech  and  told  us  that 
he  was  ordered  home  for  a  few  months,  imt  would  return  again.     Our 
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battery  and  the  rebels  on  the  bank  of  the  river  keep  banging  away  at 
one  another  every  feW  moments. 

JulyS. — Port  Hudson.  Th^  Essex  came  up  from  the  landing  this 
morning  and  took  her  old  position  ahead  of  the  bombers.  There  is 
very  little  tiring  done  to-dav. 

e/wZy^.— Port  Hudson.  'This  morning  at  daylight  our  batteries 
opened  on  the  rebels.  They  returned  it  as  well  as  they  could.  At  12 
we  fired  a  national  salute;  the  7J?/i;i<g««e^ (flagship),  Gen^see^  [and]  Essex 
tired  a  salute  also. 

July  6. — Port  Hudson.  The  Mtmofigahefa  arrived  herfe  this  morn- 
ing with  dispatches,  and  then  went  down  the  river  agiiin.  Our  bat- 
teries and  the  rebels  opened  tire  for  a  couple  of  hours  this  evening. 

Jidy  6. — Port  Hudson.  We  opened  on  tiie  rebels  from  a  new  battery 
on  the  point  opposite  Port  Hudson  this  morning;  the  rebels  returned 
it  from  the  upper  batteuies.  The  Genesee  then  opened  fire  on  the 
rebels,  when  the}'  ceased,  as  they  do  not  like  to  expose  their  big  guns 
too  much  to  the  shipping.  After  sundown  this  evening  our  batteries 
opened  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  from  two  new  places.  The  rebels 
opened  from  their  batteries,  but  fired  so  fast  that  most  of  their  shots 
were  very  wild.     After  dark  both  sides  ceased. 

July  7. — Port  Hudson.  Two  deserters  came  down  from  Port  Hud- 
son; they  stated  that  the  rebels  had  commenced  to  eat  their  mules. 
At  7  a.  m.  the  admii-al  received  dispatches  from  General  Grant  that  he 
had  taken  Vicksburg.  All  hands  mn  aloft  and  gave  cheer  after  cheer 
for  General  Grant.  At  12  every  vessel  in  the  river  here  that  carried  a 
gun  tired  a  national  salute.  Two  batteries  of  General  Banks'  army 
came  out  to  the  edge  of  the  bluff  and  fired  100  guns.  Our  little  bat- 
tery of  Parrotts  on  the  west  bank  fired  a  salute  of  shell  into  the  rebels. 
They  did  not  seem  to  understand  what  it  all  meant.  At  2  p.  m.  the 
flagship  Te?ifiessee  went  down  the  river. 

Jvly  <9. — Port  Hudson.  The  tug  /da  came  up  this  morning  at  8 
a.  m.;  she  brought  stores  for  the  fleet  and  also  Captain  Jenkins,  who 
takes  command  of  our  ship.  General  Banks  has  removed  his  landing 
and  store  depot  opposite  our  ship.  To-day  a  flag  of  truce  was  held 
with  General  Gardner  at  Port  Hudson  this  afternoon,  and  they  sur- 
rendered at  2  o'clock.  The  Essex  we^t  down  to  Donaldsonville  this 
evening. 

July  0, — Port  Hudson.  This  morning  at  daylight  our  troops  took 
possession  of  the  rebel  stronghold.  At  9  a.  m.  the  gunboat  Netn  Tjoh- 
dan  arrived  here.  At  10  a.  m.  the  Hartford  and  AlMtros/f  came  down 
from  above  the  batteries  and  anchored  ahead  of  us.  General  Banks 
raised  the  stars  and  stripes  over  the  citadel  and  fired  a  salute  of  thirty- 
five  guns. 

Jidy  10, — Front  of  Port  Hudson.  The  bombers  dropped  down  and 
took  their  positions  along  the  banks  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  All 
of  our  men  who  were  ashore  in  naval  battery  returned  aboard  this 
evening,  and  also  one  gun's  crew  of  the  Essex\  their  vessel  is  down  the 
river. 

Jxdy  11. — Port  Hudson.  Mr.  [William  D.]  Park,  third  assistant  engi- 
neer, died  last  night.  The  remains  of  Mr.  Park  were  taken  ashore  on 
Profit  Island  and  interred. 

July  12, — Port  Hudson.  The  gunboat  Sacheni  came  down  the  river 
from  Vicksburg  with  dispatches.     The  river  is  open  below. 

July  IS,  —Port  Hudson.  At  daylight  this  morning  the  Gefwseewa^ 
sent  lip  the  river  with  dispatches  for  Admiral  Porter. 
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July  III,.  — Port  Hudson.  The  tug  Ida  is  engaged  towing  the  bombers 
down  to  Baton  liouge. 

July  15,  —Port  Hudson.  The  Mtmongahela  arrived  heretbis  morn- 
ing. At  half  past  12  o'clock  a  .salute  of  thirty -five  guns  was  tired  from 
Port  Hudson.  At  1  p.  m.  a  dispatch  was  received  from  General  Banks 
announcing  the  defeat  of  General  Lee-s  whole  arm}'  and  28,000  pris- 
oners taken. 

July  IS. — Port  Hudson.  A  great  number  of  boats  coming  down 
the  river  loadc»d  with  paroled  prisoners  from  Vicksburg  seeking  their 
homes.  The  steamers  from  St.  Ix)uis  and  Cincinnati  have  commenced 
running  down  the  river  alread v ;  two  large  ones  passed  us  this  morning. 

July  19. — Port  Hudson,  tvery thing  is  quiet  on  board  to-day. 
Nearly  all  hands  are  sick  with  the  fever. 

Jiiiy  23. — Port  Hudson.  This  morning  a  man  died  with  the  fever. 
We  have  some  other  very  low  cases.  At -7  p.  m.  the  Monon/jahda 
arrived  here  to  relieve  us.  The  gun>x)at  Prlncens  Royal  arrived  here 
at  10  p.  m. 

July  21^,. — Mississippi  River:  At  daylight  this  morning  we  got  under 
way  and  started  down  the  river.  At  7  p.  m.  we  came  to  anchor  10 
miles  above  New  Orleans  for  the  night.' 

July  25. — New  Orleans.  At  7  a.  m.  we  got  up  anchor  and  started 
for  New  Orleans;  we  arrived  there  at  8  a.  m. 

July  28.— ^^yf  Orleans.  The  Hartford  is  getting  ready  for  sea; 
she  is  going  north.  The  Monongafiela  and  Prmcess  lioyalcsLme  down 
from  Port  Hudson  this  afternoon.  Porter's  fleet  has  taken  char^ 
there.  At  7  p.  m.  the  fla^'ship  Tennesifee  came  up  the  river.  The 
admiral  had  ])een  outside  visiting  the  blockade. 

July  29. — New  Orleans.     The  river  is  crow^ded  with  gunboats  now. 

July  31. — At  4  a.  m.  we  arrived  at  Pilot  Town  and  came  to  anchor. 
At  10  a.  m.  we  got  underway  and  stood  out  to  sea. 

AxixjHst  If. — We  kept  in  close  to  the  coast  of  Florida  all  night.  This 
morning  we  rounded  the  capes  of  Florida  and  shaped  our  course  to 
the  northward.  At  3  p.  m.  the  steamer  Gefyrge  Washington  passed  us, 
bound  to  New  York  from  New  Orleans. 

AttguHf  H. — At  daylight  this  morning  the  Highlands  are  in  plain 
view.  At  12  o'clock  we  arrived  at  the  New  York  navy  yard  and  came 
to  anchor. 


Ii€]}nrt  (if  CfHiiniander  Hunter^  C.   S.   ^<^^'Jt>  '^'^^gO'i^ding  condition  of 

affairs  on.  the  coa^t  of  TexoAi. 

Trinity  River,  Near  Smithfield, 

Polk  County,  Ten.,  March  17\  186 J. 

Sir:  In  my  last  nionthh-  report  mailed  to  you  from  this  place  I  had 
the  honor  to  accjuaint  you  with  iny  position  and  the  duties  assigned 
me  by  the  conunanding  general.  I  am  now  in  the  same  |X)sition  and 
in  tlu*.  continuance  of  these.  There  has  been  no  aggressive  movement 
(m  this  coast  since*  that  period.  The  blockade  is  the  simie. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

W.  W.   Hi  NTER, 

Coiuwandtn\  (\  A'.  Nat^y. 
Hon.  S.  H.  Malix^ry, 

/Secretary  of  the  Xary. 
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Report  of  Lieiifencmt  Barney^  C.  S,  Navy^  regarding  the  draft  (f  the 

C,  S.  S.  Harriet  iMne, 

Harriet  Lane, 
Galveston  Bay^  March  17^  1863. 

Colonel:  I  have  received  vour  letter  of  instant,  and  have  to 

thank  you  for  your  prompt  attention  to  my  request  in  telegraphing  to 
Lieutenant  Warley.  I  have  taken  on  board  the  two  24-pound  how- 
itzers. I  have  now  on  board  but  little  provisions  and  water,  no  coal, 
and  the  boilers  are  empty.  The  ship  now  draws  8  feet  4  inches.  In 
order  to  navigate  she  must  have  some  coal  and  her  boilers  filled,  which 
would  so  increase  her  draft  that  it  would  require  at  least  9  feet  water. 
It  is  therefore  manifestly  impossible  that  she  can  navigate  in  8  feet 
water. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  N.  Barney, 

Lieut'ena7it, 
Colonel  Sui^KOWSKi, 

Chief  Kwj  m  e*v^  (toI  resUm, 


Report  i7i  cipher  front  Lieutenant  Barney^  C.  S,  Nary^  commanding 

C,  S,  S.  Harriet  Ijane,    . 

Harriet  Lane, 

Galveston  Bay,  March  19,  1863. 

Sir:  In  my  last  of  9th  instant  by  Lieutenant  Warlev  I  reported 
that  General  Magruder  proposed  to  (177)-2-10-  the  (216J-1-15-(113)- 
3-85-  in  (29)-3-36-(23)-8-29.  I  am  officially  informed  that  (163)-1- 
34-  will  prevent  (85)-3-14-  from  (115)-l-7-.  As  my  previous  sugges- 
tions are  thus  defeated,  I  presume  the  (262)-3-22-  will  not  be  kept  in 
(54)-2-33,  (215)-2-26  being  entirelv  useless.  I  beg  leAve  respectfully 
to  suggest  that  being  so  near  (149)-l-30-a  (156)-l-8-  the  (163)-3-40 
might  be  (213)-2-21-(10)-l-12~. 

A  dispatch  sent  bv  army  pony  express  via  Alexandria  will  reach 
me  most  expeditiously. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  N.  Barney, 
Lieatefrvant,  Commanding. 
Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  J^awj^  Richmond. 

P.  S.— What  shall  be  done  with  the  (150^3-12-  sent  from  Rich- 
mond in  case  the  above  suggestion  is  carried  out^  Some  might,  if 
practicable,  be  sent  (10)-1-12-. 

N.  B. — The  second  or  middle  figure  indicates  the  column,  Ist,  2d, 
or  3d. 

Report  of  Brigadier- General  Bowen^  C.  S.  Array,  regarding  am. 
enqaqeinent  httween  Confederate  hatter ies  at  Grand  Gidf  and  the 
it  A  steamers  l/artfard  and  Albatross. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Secjond  Division, 

Grand  Gulf  March  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  gunboats  Hartford  and  Mon- 
ongahela  [Albatross]  passed  by  this  morning  on  their  way  up  the  river. 
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Colonel  [William]  Wade,  commanding  the  Pairott  battery,  reserv'ed  his 
tire,  as  directed,  until  the  vessels  were  nearly  opposite  fiis  guns.  The 
Hartford  kept  between  the  shore  and  the  gunboat.  As  soon  as  he 
opened,  the  latter  made  the  best  possible  time  around  the  point,  and 
all  the  fire  was  directed  against  the  sloop  of  war.  The  bring  was 
accurate,  and  almost  everv  shot  struck  the  mark,  but  with  what  effect 
could  not  be  perceived.     They  answered  with  heavy  guns,  but  harmed 

nothing  except  a  batter}^  flagstaff. 

•  •••••  • 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  S.  Bowen, 
Brtfjadter-  Gtrneral^  Commanding. 
Major  J.  J.  Keeve, 

AiiHtHttmt  Adjutant'  (itneraL 


Rei>irrt  of  Major- General   Stevenson^    t\   S.   Arnty^  cmiirnanding  at 

Vicksburg, 

HixiRs.  Second  District,  Dept.  of  Miss,  and  East  La., 

VicMiirg,  March  26^  186S, 

Major:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  about  5:80  o'clock  this 
morning  two  boats  attempted  to  pass  our  batteries.  One  of  them 
was  sunk  about  2  miles  below  the  town,  with  almost  all  on  board;  the 
other  was  seriously  disabled.  When  she  had  floated  out  of  range  of 
our  batteries  the  gunboat  AlhatroHH  (heretofore  called,  it  is  thought  by 
mistake,  the  Monongahehi)  took  her  in  tow.  She  is  now  helpless,  and 
it  will  apparently  take  some  time  for  them  to  repair  her  damages. 
During  the  engagement  the  Ilartford  mov^ed  up  from  below  Warren- 
ton,  engaging  the  fort  there. 

She  approached  so  near  that  our  nmsketr>'  drove  the  gunners  from 
their  guns,  when  she  withdrew.  The  ofticer  whom  I  sent  to  Mobile 
and  Montgomery  has  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  good  deal  of  powder 
and  proj(»ctiles  for  my  heavy  guns.  It  can  not  pass  either  Meridian 
or  Jackson  without  your  oraers;  please  give  such  that  will  secure  its 
speedy  arrival.  1  send  you  on  the  train  to-day  two  Federal  deserters 
and  a  negro  biken  in  the  act  of  carrying  dispatches  for  the  enemy. 
One  of  tb<»  (h^serters  is  an  intelligent  man,  and  some  information  can 
perhaps  ])c  derived  froin  hiin.     *     *     * 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  L.  Stevenson, 
Ma  jar-  Grneral,,  Cowmanding, 

Major  K.  \V.  Memminoer, 

Anfiififant  Adjutant-  Getu-raL 

The  boat  which  passed  this  morning  was  towed  ashore  just  above 
Brown  and  .lohnston's  landing,  where  she  now  lies  apparently  a  wreck. 
The  Hartford,  in  passing  up  to  her  assistance,  engaged  our  iron  case- 
mates at  WarnMiton  for  some  twenty  minutes,  during  which  she  was 
roughly  handhui,  being  struck  some  twenty-six  times.  We  had 
mounted  four  Parrott  guns  in  the  rasemate  since  she  went  down. 
General  [S.  D.]  Lee  is  advancing  slowly.     Nothing  from  Featherston. 
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A  regiment,  the  32-pounder  ammunition,  and  one  cotton  boat  went  to 
General  Loring  to-day. 

C.  L.  Stevenson, 

Major-  General. 
Lieutenant-General  Pemberton. 


[Telegram.] 


Port  Hudson,  March  ^6,  1863. 

Enemy's  fleet  fire  at  us  occasionally.  The  troops  have  burned 
houses  on  west  side  of  the  river;  on  this  side  have  gone  back  to  near 
Baton  Rouge. 

More  cavalry  is  greatly  needed  to  keep  the  enemy  in  check.  Corn 
here,  about  30,000  bushels. 

Frank  Gardner, 

Major-  Gt^ieral, 
Lieutonant-General  Pemberton. 


fTeleifram.l 

Jackson,  March  ^,  1863. 

All  quiet  at  Port  Hudson,  Vicksburg,  and  Fort  Pemberton.  Enemy 
is,  I  think,  waiting  for  reinforcements  at  latter  place.  Raid  on  Pon- 
chatouhi  driven  back.     So  far  all  looks  well. 

J.  C.  Pemberton. 

President  Davis. 


[TeleHrrani.l 

Jackson,  March  28^  1863. 

Following  just  received: 

Port  Hudson,  March  ;?7,  J86S. 

Enemy  has  gone  l)ack  to  Baton  Rouge,  including  also  troops  from  west  bank  o. 
the  river.  Han  Heiit  baek  all  hi^  tuortar  boats  and  sloops  of  war.  Two  gunl^pats  and 
Essex  are  all  that  remain.     Rust's  wagons  ought  to  be  sent;  they  are  much  needed. 

Frank  Gardner. 

R.  W.  Memminger, 
Assistant  Adjutmit-  General. 
Licutenant-Cxeneral  Pemberton. 


Letter fr<  nil  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War  regarding 

the  transfer  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane. 

Navy  Department, 
Richviond,  March  31,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  all  the  naval  oflScei^s  have 
tln«  day  been  detached  from  the  llarriet  Jjine^  and  Lieutenant-Com- 
manding J.  N.  Barney  has  been  directed  to  turn  over  that  vessel  to 
General  J.  Bankhead  Magruder.  You  will  please  instruct  General 
Magruder  to  receive  the  vessel. 

I  am,  respectfull3%  your  ol^edient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Letter  frmii  Lleut'eiiant  Barney^  C.  S.  ^^avt/^  to  Bi^igadier- General 
Scurry^  C,  S,  Army^  requefiting  the  return  of  hmiyitzers. 

Harriet  Lane, 
Galv€st<m  Bay^  April  ^,  J863. 

General:  I  find  upon  my  return  to  the  ship  that  two  24-pounder 

howitzers  liave  been  taken  by  mistake  from  this  ship  by  the  Mary 

inU^  under  an  order  from  Lieutenant  Reid,  of  your  staff.     I  have 

to  request  that  you  will  direct  the  return  of  those  pieces  to  this  ship. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  N.  Barney, 
Lieuteimnt^  Commanding. 
Brigadier-Geneml  W.  R.  Scurry, 

Cf/nfimanding  District^  etc. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Barney,  C.  S.   Navy^  to  Brigadier-  General 
Scurry n  C.  S,  Army^  referring  again  to  the  return  of  Ju/witzers  taketi 
fi^otii  the  C,  S.  S.  flarriet  Lan/;. 

C.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane, 

Galveston  Bay,  April  3, 1863. 

General:  I  yesterday  addressed  you  a  communication  in  regard  to 
the  howitzers  which  had  l)een  taken  from  this  ship.  As  these  were 
not  the  guns  designed  to  be  placed  in  battery  on  Galveston  Island,  the 
call  for  them  was  a  mistake,  as  also  was  their  delivery  by  the  officer  in 
charge  of  the  ship  in  ni}^  absence.  This  can  be  rectified  by  returning 
them  to  tlie  ship  as  I  have  requested. 

There  was  another  mistake  maiie  by  Lieutenant  R.  S.  Reid,  Acting 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  in  addressing  to  me  an  order  in  regard  to 
the  guns  supposed  to  b<*  on  boanl  of  this  ship. 

In  order  to  prevent  more  mistakes  I  call  your  attention  to  this  mat- 
ter. At  the  same  time  I  would  state  that  1  consider  it  my  duty,  as  it 
would  always  be  my  pleasure,  to  render  every  assistance  in  my  power 
to  the  military  authorities. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  N.  Barney, 
Lieutenant,  Conimanding,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Brigadier-(jeneral  W.  R.  Scurry, 

Comma nding  District  Ted'os,  etc.,  Houston. 


Letter  from.  Lieutenant  Barney.,  C.  S.  Navy.,  to  Brigadier- General' 
AScufTy,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  dinposition  of  the  C  S.  S.  Harriet 
Lane. 

C.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane, 

Galveston  Bay,  April  4,,  1863. 

Generat.:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of 
Major-General  Magruder\s  comnmnication  to  you  of  14th  ultimo,  in 
regard  to  the  employment  of  this  ship.  This  reached  me  on  28th 
ultimo,  while  in  Houston,  and  I  would  have  addressed  you  upon  the 
subject  at  an  earlier  datt*  but  that  I  desired  before  doing  so  to  have 
access  to  some  papers  which  were  on  l)oard  the  ship.     1  regret  that  the 
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major-general  commanding  did  not  express  to  me  his  views  on  this  sub- 
ject before  he  left  Houston,  so  that  I  mi^ht  have  sent  them  to  the 
Navy  Department,  together  with  my  own  views  of  the  subjecL  recently 
forwarded,  and  whicn  might  affect  the  determination  made  of  the 
service  to  be  assigned  the  ilaiTiet  Lane. 

The  letter  of  instructions  to  which  General  M.  refers  states  that  "If 
the  War  Department  determines  to  defend  Gralveston  Island,  the  Har- 
riet  Larie  will  be  required  in  the  harbor."  It  directs  me  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  ship,  to  make  a  report  of  her  condition,  and  to  await 
further  instructions  as  to  her  employment.  I  have  already,  among 
other  plans,  proposed  to  the  Navy  Department  to  make  a  ram  of  her 
for  the  purpose  of  operating  a^nst  the  enemy's  blockading  ships.  I 
expect  snortly  to  receive  definite  instructions  as  to  the  service  to  be 
required  of  this  ship,  as  well  as  my  participation  therein. 

In  the  meantime  I  do  not  feel  authorized  to  adopt  any  plan  or  to 
make  any  alterations  in  the  ship,  lest  by  so  doing  I  might  impede  or 
frustrate  the  designs  of  my  official  head,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

As  some  time  would  be  reouired  to  fit  the  ship  properly  for  the 
service  indicated  in  the  general's  letter,  I  would  suggest  that  arrange- 
ments for  so  doing  might  be  commenced  as  soon  as  you  think  proper 
by  preparing  the  iron  for  the  bow  and  getting  out  timber  for  strength- 
ening, etc.  Captain  [H.  S.]  Lubbock,  of  the  Bayou  City^  has  pro- 
posed using  railroad  iron  for  the  ram,  which  seems  to  me  an  excellent 
plan,  and  for  the  particulars  of  which  I  refer  you  to  that  gentleman. 
He  can  also  designate  the  points  at  which  the  different  branches  of  the 
work  can  best  be  done.  It  will  be  necessary,  I  presume,  to  detail 
blacksmiths  and  caipenters  from  the  Army,  and,  if  possible,  a  compe- 
tent ship  carpenter  as  superintendent.  Captain  Lubbock  can,  I  think, 
point  out  such  a  person. 

Probably  long  before  these  preparations  can  be  made  1  shall  have 
heard  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  be  prepared  to  act  under- 
standingly  in  the  matter. 

In  the  meantime,  general,  it  will  afford  me  pleasure  to  render  every 
facility  and  assistance  in  my  power  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the 
major-general  commanding. 

In  order  to  take  the  ship  to  Galveston  it  will  be  necessa^,  I  think,  to 
dredge  out  afresh  the  channel  through  Red  Fish  Bar.  Should  the 
main  channel  be  obstructed,  it  will  be  for  the  pilots  to  determine 
whether,  with  a  draft  of  between  8^  and  9  feet,  the  ship  can  be  taken 
through  Bolivar  Channel. 

Very  respectfully^,  your  most  ol>ediont 

J.  N.  Barney, 
Lieutenant^  Cofrunanding, 

Brigadier-Genera^  W.  R.  Scurry, 

Cmamanding  District  Texan^  etc. ,  Houston. 


Extract  from  report  of  the  Secretary  of  tlie  *Navy. 

On  the  6th  of  April,  1863,  Acting  Master  George  C.  Andrews,  C.  S. 
Navy,  with  14:  men,  left  Mobile  in  a  launch,  and  on  the  12th  captured 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River  the  U.  S.  transport  rox  and 
l)rought  her  safely  into  Mobile,  with  23  men,  the  crew  of  the  vessel, 
prisoners. 
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Letter  from  Colonel  DeBray^  0,  S,  Army^  to  the  conimwnder  of  United 
States  forces  off  Galreaton,  deslgnatimj  th^  point  for  communtcation 
hy  flag  of  truce. 

Headquarters  Galveston  Island, 

Galveston^  April  8,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  under  flag  of  truce  (Captain 
H.  H.  Zacharie,  C.  S.  Army,  bearer)  some  letters  written  by  United 
States  prisoners  now  at  Houston  to  their  friends. 

Having  reasons  to  believe  that  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell  is  not  at 
present  in  command  of  the  station  off  Galveston,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to 
acquaint  you  with  the  terms  of  an  agreement  made  between  him  and 
me,  to  the  effect  that  should  the  blockading  force  or  neutral  vessels 
wish  to  comnmnicate  under  flag  of  truce  with  Galveston,  their  truce 
boat  shall  be  met  by  us  at  the  tripod  beacon,  near  the  entrance  of  the 
pass,  and  that  should  any  boat  attempt  to  pass  beyond  that  point  it 
shall  first  be  warned  b}^  one  blank  shot,  which,  if  not  heeded,  will  be 
followed  by  hostile  demonstrations. 

My  object  in  reiterating  to  you  the  terms  of  agreement  above  referred 
to  is  to  avoid  a  misunderstanding,  the  cx)nsequences  of  which  might 
be  regretted. 

ihave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

X.  B.  DeBray, 
Cohmel,,  Comma/nding  Oalvestofi  Island, 

Commander  United  States  Forces  off  Galveston. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  enclose  a  dispatch  directed  to  you    by 
A.  Lynn,  British  consul  at  Galveston. 

X.  B.  D. 

Order  of  Conunander  Hunter,,  C,  S,  Nhixy,,  to  Acting  Midshipman 
Shafr„  C  fS\  ^Vary^  designating  Lieutenant  Barney^  C,  S.  Navy,^  as 
coiiunanding  oflicer  near  /S)nit/tfle/d,  Tex, 

Near  Smitufield,  Polk  County,  Tex.,  April  10^  1863. 

Siu:  I  take  this  occasion  to  inform  3^ou  that  I  am  about  to  leave  this 

station.     You  will  then  recognize  Lieutenant  Commanding  Joseph  N. 

Barney,  C.  S.  Navy,  as  the  commanding  naval  officer  on  this  station. 

I  certif v  that  vou  have  been  paid  bv  the  Government  of  the  Con- 

federate  States  till  the  1st  day  of  Januar3%  1863. 

Respectfully, 

W.  W.  Hunter, 
Cmnnuinder^  C.  S,  Nai^y, 
Acting  Midshipman  W.  N.  vShaw, 

C,  S,  Navy, 


Report  of  Lieutena  tit -General  J\'ntherton^    C,    S,    Army^    regarding 

reported  ro/iditfonn  in  the  Mississippi  Hirer, 

Jackson,  [Miss. J,  April  11,,  1863, 

Farragut  captured  st(»amboat  Clarke  at  the  mouth  of  the  Red  River 
yesterday.     Reliable  report  from  mouth  of  the  Coldwater  saj^s  53 
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boats  passed  up  that  river  up  to  9  p.  ni.  yesterda3\  Expedition  from 
Greenville  also  retreated  rapidly.  Nothing  very  serious  can  happen 
in  that  quarter.  Enemy  abandoned  and  burned  an  ironclad  gunboat, 
which,  being  agroimd  at  the  mouth  of  Amite  River,  Lake  Maurepas, 
was  attacked  by  Colonel  [J.  M.]  Simonton,  First  Mississippi  Regi- 
ment. Scouts  from  near  Memphis  report,  9  a.  m.  on  the  8fli,  in  fol- 
lowing words: 

Enemy's  force  there  about  7,000.  It  is  said  that  all  force  down  the  Mississippi 
River  to  be  brought  up  to  make  grand  military  depot  at  Memphis.  Fifteen  empty 
boats  at  landing.     Enemy's  line  closed  for  sixty  days. 

So  far  enem}^  has  gained  nothing  toward  opening,  the  Mississippi. 
Great  strain  on  raft  at  Snyders  Mill:  seriously  endangered.  No  exer- 
tions will  be  spared  to  remedy  evil  snould  it  occur. 

J.  C.  Pemberton. 

General  S.  Cooper. 

[Endoraement.] 

Respectfully  submitted  to  his  Excellency  the  President. 


Letter  frcnn  Commander  Hunter^  C\  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Barney, 
C.  S.  Navy,  upon  the  withdrawal  of  the  jormei*  from  TexoM^  tra/na- 
rrdtting  lists  ojjruhlic  propertn/. 

Near  Smithfield,  Polk  County,  Tex.,  April  13^  1863. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  4th  instant  was  received  by  me  on  the  9th. 
enclosing  a  letter*to  me  from  the  honorable  Navy  Department,  dated 
Richmond^  January  10,  1863,  directing  me  to  transfer  to  you  such 
enlisted  men  as  1  have  under  mv  command.  In  obedience  thereto,  I 
transfer  to  you  (in  charge  of  Captain  William  F.  Rogers,  late  com- 
mander of  the  Confederate  schooner  Dodge)  the  enlisted  men  under 
m}^  command,  with  the  accompanying  transfer  list,  exhibiting  the 
statement  of  their  accounts,  date  of  entry,  and  period  of  service.  Will 
you  please  receipt  to  Captain  W^  F.  Rogers  for  these?  He  is  ordered 
to  return  forthwith  to  tnis  place,  that  there  may  be  no  delay  in  my 
e^arliest  departure  for  Richmond,  where  I  have  been  ordered  to 
proceed. 

Herewith  I  transmit  you  a  list  of  public  property  belonging  to  the 
Navy  Department  of  the  Confederate  States  stored  at  the  plantation  of 
Major  Hamilton  Washington,  volunteer  aid  to  General  Magruder, 
conmiander  in  chief  of  this  military  division,  on  Trinity  River,  Polk 
County,  Tex.,  from  whence  this  letter  is  dated,  and  for  which  Major 
Hamilton  Washington  has  receipted  to  me. 

I  also  transmit  you  herewith  lists  of  public  property  stored  at 
Aransas,  Tex.,  and  in  charge  of  Collector  D.  M.  Strapp,  esq.,  at  that 
place,  belonging  to  the  Confederate  schooner  Dwight^  which  the  hon- 
orable Navy  Department  directed  should  be  held  subject  to  my  order. 
I  hereby  transfer  the  same,  subject  to  your  order.  1  also  have  to 
inform  vou  that  two  rowboats,  with  their  oars  and  rudders,  public 
propert3%  are  sunk  in  fresh  water  in  a  place  called  White  Lake,  about 
3  miles  above  Lynchburg,  on  the  San  Jacinto  River,  there  placed  for 
safe-keeping  and  future  use,  when  it  became  mvduty  to  guard  against 
their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  after  the  capture  of  Gralveston 
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and  the  enemy  passed  up  Galveston  Bay.  Their  precise  location  is 
known  to  Boatswain  Chester  Congdon,  whom  I  transfer  to  your 
command. 

As  the  senior  and  commanding  naval  officer  in  Texas,   I  hereby 
acquaint  3'ou  with  the  position  and  furnish  you  with  lists  of  all  the 
public  property  which  is  under  my  control. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

W.  W.  Hunter, 
Cmmnander^  C\  S.  Nofcy. 

Lieutenant-Comnianding  J.  N.  Barney,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Naval  Officer  InLarid  in  Teocas, 

P.  S. — Acti^  Midshipman  W.  N.  Shaw  is  on  leave  for  his  health, 
at  Richmond,  Fort  Bend  County,  Tex.  I  send  you  a  statement  of  bis 
accounts. 

W.  W.  H. 

[Bncloeure.] 

iMt  of  vuhUc  property  belonging  to  the  Navy  Department  of  the  Confederate  SttUea  left  at 
the  piarUation  of  Oohjiel  Hamilton  WashingtoTiy  on  Trinity  River ^  Polk  County,  Tex.,  6y 
Commander  ]V.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S,  Nai^. 

Polk  County,  Tex.,  Trinity  River,  April  1^  186S. 

1  box  containing  2  compasses,  crockery,  etc. 
1  box  containing  2  signal  lanterns,  barometer,  trumpet,  etc. 
3  boxes  containing  crockery,  etc. 
1  box  containing  quadrants,  nautical  books,  etc. 
1  box  containing  small  breakers  and  sundries. 
3  casks  containing  sundries.  • 

1  box  containing  carpenter's  tools. 

1  box  containing  22  pistols,  12  rifles,  11  cutlasses  and  belts,  and  box 
of  cartridges. 

1  box  containing  8  Maynard  rifles  and  sundry  articles. 

5  casks  supposed  to  contain  300  pounds  powaer. 

2  pieces  lead  pipe. 

1  box  containmg  fireworks,  charts,  etc. 

1  cask  of  blocks. 

1  cask  containing  sundries. 

6  water  buckets,  1  bundle  brass  rods. 

1  lot  life-preservers,  1  lot  old  rope. 

3  sets  boat's  cushions,  3  sets  sails. 

2  tents,  2  hand  pumps. 

1  lot  cooking  utensils. 

2  bags  signals,  1  bag  curtains. 


Approved. 


H.  Washington. 

W.  W.  Hunter, 
Command^^  C.  S,  Navy. 


There  was  a  chronometer.  No.  42839,  belonging  to  the  schoonei 
Dodge^  naval  property,  which  was  delivered  to  Mr.  Tipton  Walker, 
for  rating  and  sate-keeping. 

Mr.  Walker  is  to  be  found  at  the  engineer's  office  at  Houston.  Mr. 
[James]  Sorley,  collector  at  Galveston,  has  in  his  possession  a  Mavnard 
rifle,  naval  property,  belonging  tc  the  schooner  Dodge.     Said  line  was 
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loaned  him  bv  ('aptain  Rogera,  of  the  schooner  Dodge^  and  has  not 
been  returned. 

W.  W.  Hunter, 
Commander^  L\  S,  Navy. 

Order  of  Cmnmavder  Hunter^  C,  S.  Navy ^  for  the  transfer  of  seamen 

to  the  C.  S,  S.  Harriet  Lane. 

Polk  CouNTi,  Tex.,  April  U,  1863. 

Captain  W.  F.  Rogers  will  proceed  from  this  place  in  charge  of  a 
draft  of  seamen  in  the  C.  S.  Nav}'  and  deliver  the  same  safely,  with 
their  accounts  and  the  accompanying  package,  to  Lieutenant- 
Commanding  John  [Joseph]  N.  Barney,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
C.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane^  or  to  the  commanding  officer,  and  return 
forthwith  to  this  place. 
Respectfully, 

W.  W.  Hunter, 
Commander^  C,  S.  Nam/, 

Letter  from\  Commander  Hunter.^  C.  S.  Navy^  to  Major- General 
Ma^ruder^  C,  S.  Army,  afinonncing  his  detachment  from  duty  in 
Texa^. 

Trinitt  RrvER, 
Near  Smithiield^  Polk  County,  Tex.,  April  If),  186S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  vou  that  I  have  received  at  this 
place,  on  the  9th  instant,  orders  relieving  me  from  duty  with  the  Army 
and  directing  me  to  report  in  person  to  the  honorable  Secretarj^  of  the 
Nav3%  in  Richmond,  Va.,  and  also  on  the  same  day  orders  from  the 
honorable  Navy  Department ''  to  transfer  to  Lieutenant  J.  N.  Barney, 
C.  S.  Navy,  such  enlisted  men  in  the  naval  service  as  1  may  have 
under  my  conunand,  to  serve  on  l)oard  the  C.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane.^'* 
Availing  myself  of  the  earliest  occasion,  in  obedience  to  the  same,  I 
have  this  day  tninsf erred  to  the  C.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane  all  the  enKnted 
men  in  the  naval  service  under  my  command,  and  on  the  return  to 
this  place  of  the  officer  charged  witli  the  safe  delivery  of  these,  with 
a  receipt  for  the  same,  1  will  proceed  forthwith  to  Richmond  with 
Captain  W.  F.  Rogers  under  my  command,  whose  presence  at  Rich- 
mond is  necessary  to  the  settlement  of  naval  disbursements  on  this 
station. 

I  am,  ver}^  respectfully, 

W.  W.  Huntkr, 
Commander,  C.  S.  Naiyy. 

Major-General  John  B.  Magruder,  C.  S.  Arm^% 

Comdg.  Military  Dept.  of  Texiis,  Neic  Mexico,  and  Arizona. 


Report  of  Commanded'  Hunter,    C.   S.   Navy,  achnmcledging  ai*ders 
detd<^hing  hiinfrom  special  duty  under  the  War  Department. 

Trinpiy  River, 

Polk  Cminiy,  Tex. ,  April  15,  1863. 

Sir:  1  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Special  Order  No.  38,  reliev- 
ing me  from  duty  with  the  Arm}'  and  directing  me  to  report  in  person 
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to  the  honorable  Navy  Department,  in  Kichmond,  Va.,  which  reached 
me  at  this  place  on  the  9th  instant. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

W.  W.  Hunter, 
Commander^  C.  jS\  JVavy. 
Colonel  John  Withers, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General^  Iiichmo7id^  Va. 


Rejnyrt  of  Ooimnanijler  FIuntei\  C\  S.  Navy^  regardina  orders  received 
detaching  him.  from  special  duty  under  the  War  Vepartment, 

Trinity  River, 
Polk  County^  Tt^r.^  April  16^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  of 
the  10th  of  January,  1868,  which  did  not  reach  me  until  t6e  9th  instant, 
at  this  place,  directing  me  to  tranvsfor  the  enlisted  men  under  my  com- 
mand to  the  C.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane.  I  have  this  day,  by  the  first  avail- 
able means  of  transportation,  transferred  these  to  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding John  [Joseph]  N.  Barney,  C.  S.  Nav}-,  whom  I  have  also 
furnished  with  an  inventory  of  all  public  property  under  the  Navy 
Department  which  is  under  my  control  in  Texas. 

On  the  9th  instant,  with  your  order  above  alluded  to,  I  received  an 

order  from  Assistant  Adjutant-General  John  Withers,  relieving  me 

from  duty  with  the  Army,  and  directing  me  to  report  in  person  to  you 

at  Richmond,  Va.     In  ol>edience  to  the  same  I  shall  proceed  thither. 

1  am,  very  respectfully, 

W.  W.  Hunter, 
Cominandei\  C.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  JVatry, 


[Telegrams.] 

Jackson,  April  16^  1863. 
Where  is  the  enemy's  fleet? 

J.  C.  Pemberton. 
Major-General  Gardner, 

Port  Hudson, 


Pout  Hudson,  Ajtril  16^  1863. 

The  enemy's  upper  fleet  is  Ixn'ond  the  point  just  above  Port  Hudson. 
£sse,r^  sloop  of  war,  and  j\Ionongahela  below  the  bend. 

Frank  Gardner. 
Lieutenant-General  Pemberton,  Jackstm. 


Jackson,  Ajyril  16^  1863. 

Move  the  guns  I  spoke  of  at  once,  and  1  will  send  a  7-inch  rifled  and 
10-inch  columbind  to  replace  them. 

J.  C.  Pemberton. 
General  C.  L.  Stevenson,  Virl-Hhurg. 
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Jackson,  April  16^  186S. 

To  what  extent  has  raft  been  destro^^ed?     Will  it  admit  passage? 
Defer  the  movement  of  Vaughn's  brigade  until  further  orders. 

J.  C.  Pemberton. 
General  C  L.  Stevenson,  Vickshurg, 


Jackson,  April  17^  1863—2:30  a.  m. 

Five  gunboats  have  passed  down  by  Vicksburg. 

el.  C  Pemberton. 
Genenil  Frank  Gardner,  Port  Hudson. 


Transfer  list  of  persons  in  the  Confederate  naval  service  hy  Contrnander 
TT.   W,  IIuntet\   C,   S.  Navy^  to  Lieattnant  Barney^  C.  S.  JS^avy^ 
commanding  C.  S,  S,  Harriet  Lane. 

Trinitt  River, 
Near  Smithfield^  Polk  Cmmty^  Tex. ,  Aprif  13^  1863. 


Name. 


Chester  ConK<lou 


Rating. 


Date  of 
entrance. 


Boatswain ;  Apr.     1,1868 

Henry  sternhoff Carp'H  mate  . .  July    5,186*2 

-  -       -  -  -  Apr.     1,1868 

do 

Mar.    1, 1863 
July     1, 1862 


John  "McCann 
William  Bejjio. 
Samuel  Botth  . . 
Francis  Delbrcl 


Seaman 
.do 
do 
.do 


Period  of 
service. 


1  year  . . 
do ... 

•  •  •  •  \av/  •  •  « 

....do... 

....do 

do ... 


Expiration  of 
service. 


Apr.  1,1864 
July  15,1863 
Apr.     1,1864 

do 

do 

July     1,1863 


ray  per  Date  of  last 
month. I    payment. 


$30     Apr.     1.1^*03 
25  Do. 

18  I  Do. 
18  '  Do. 
18  I  Do. 
18  '         Do. 


W.  W.  Hunter, 

Commander^  (J.  !S.  Navy. 

Received  April  18,  1863,  from  Commander  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S. 
Navy,  the  above-stated  persons  with  their  accounts. 

J.  N.  Barney,  C.  S.  Navy, 
Lieutenant^  Coinmanding  6'.  8.  S.  ITarr-iet  La/ne^  Galveston-  Bay. 


Letter  from  Liexitermnt  Barney^  C.  S.  Navy^  to  Com/mander  Hurvter.^ 
C,  aV.  Navy^  referring  to  tne  jrrohahle  disposition  of  the  C.  S.  S. 
Harnet  Lane. 

C.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane, 
Galveston  Bay^  Ajyril  18^  1863. 

My  Dear  Captain:  I  have  just  received  your  very  kind  letter  of 
13th  instant,  and  thank  3'ou  for  the  hints. 

I,  fortunately,  was  ordered  here  for  the  pui-pose  of  taking  this  ship 
to  sea,  and  so  have  not  been  placed  under  the  militaiy  authorities. 

Finding  that  I  could  not  get  the  ship  to  sea,  and  could  be  of  no  serv- 
ice here,  I  applied  to  be  deteched,  and  think  orders  to  that  effect  are 
now  on  their  way  here.  Most  probably  the  ship  will  be  turned  over 
to  General  Magrudcr.  In  that  case,  if  you  think  best,  the  property 
at  Colonel  Hamilton's  had  better  be  left  there,  subject  to  the  orders  of 
the  Navy  Department.  I  think  it  likely  the  men  I  have  will  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  gimboat  building  at  Shreveport,  La.,  by  Lieutenant 
»I.  H.  Carter,  of  the  Navy. 
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I  congratulate  you  on  being  relieved  from  duty  in  this  part  of  the 
countrv%  and  hope  soon  to  follow  you  to  Virginia.  I  enclose  a  note  to 
my  wife,  which  1  will  thank  3'ou  to  mail  in  Kichmond.  I  do  not  know 
where  she  is  now.  I  was  sorry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  your  namesake 
Midshipman  W.  W.  Hunter,  son  of  Thomas  H. 

Congress  has  a  bill  to  make  three  grades  of  admirals  and  commo- 
dores m  addition  to  the  present  grades — half  the  promotions  to  be 
made  by  seni:rity  and  haif  for  gsdlant  services.  I  have  given  Mr. 
Congdon  leave,  and  he  has  gone  to  visit  his  wife.  As  Captain  Rogers 
is  waiting  for  this,  1  must  close.  It  will  give  me  much  pleasure  to 
meet  Colonel  Washington. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  N.  Barney. 

Captain  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  fnym.  Lieutenant  Barney^  C.  S.  Navy^  to  Commander  Hunter^ 
C.  S,  Navy^  requesting  instructions  regarding  disposition-  of  pxMic 
property. 

C.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane, 
Galveston  Bay^  April  18^  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  13th  instant,  enclosing  transfer 
list  of  men  and  lists  of  articles  belonging  to  the  Navy  at  Colonel  H. 
Washington's  plantation  and  on  board  surveying  schooner  TioUight. 
I  have  receipted  to  Captain  Rogers  for  the  men  and  their  accounts. 

It  may  be  proper  to  inform  you  that  I  am  informed  by  telegraph 
from  the  honoraole  Secretary  of  Navy  that  orders  for  me  are  on  tne 
way  to  this  place.  These  orders  will  probably  detach  me  from  this 
ship  and  oraer  me  elsewhere.  Shoulci  this  be  the  case,  I  propose 
making  the  same  disposition  of  the  public  property  turned  over  by 
you  as  I  am  directed  to  do  with  this  snip,  unless  you  prefer  that  some 
other  course  should  be  adopted.  In  that  case  I  will  fje  glad  to  have 
your  views  upon  the  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  N.  Barney, 
L ieiitenati t ,  (Jam rn anding. 

C>>minodore  W.  W.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Barney^  C.  S.  Navy^  t^o  Chief  Engineer  Sula- 
howski^  C  S,  ArjHi/^  requesting  the  return'  of  men  transferred  from 
the  C.  S,  S.  Jlar^'iet  Lan^. 

Harriet  Lane, 
Galveston  Bay,  April  i'O,  [1863]. 

Colonel:  1  regret  to  be  obliged  to  call  upon  vou  to  send  back  the 
men  belonging  to  this  ship.  I  have  received  orders  to  turn  over  the 
ship  to  the  commanding  general  and  to  send  the  men  to  Ked  River.  I 
therefore  request  that  the  men  be  sent  back  to  the  ship  by  Friday,  23d 
instant.  Mr.  McDerniont  will  receive  orders  to  this  effect. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  N.  Barney, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding, 
C^)lonel  V.  SiTi.AK()wsKi, 

Chief  Engineer,  GaliJeston. 
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Letter  from  Lu'tjtenant  Barney^  C.  S.  Navy^  to  Brigadier- General 
Scurry^  C.  S>  Army,  7'egardi7ig  the  transfer  of  a  crew  to  Lieutetiant 
Carter^  C,  S,  Navy^  at  Shreveport^  La, 

C.  S.  S.  Harriet  Lane, 

Galvestoyi  Bay^  April  2L  1S6S. 

General:  I  am  ordered  by  the  honorable  Secretar}^  of  Navy  to  turn 
over  this  ship  to  Major-General  Magriider. 

1  am  further  instructed  to  transfer  all  the  men  of  the  ""Navy 
proper"  to  Shreveport,  La.  Whether  the  men  who  have  been  dis- 
charged fron]  the  Army  and  enlisted  by  me  for  the  Nav}"^  come  within 
this  order  I  can  not  determine.  But  I  am  unwilling,  without  your 
sanction,  to  send  away  men  who  have  been  discharged  from  the  Army 
for  the  specific  purpose  of  serving  in  this  ship. 

I  have  recently  received  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Carter,  of  the 
Navy,  in  command  of  the  vessel  at  Shreveport,  requesting  me  to  try 
to  get  him  a  crew  here.  Unless  you  object,  I  would  send  to  Lieuten- 
ant Carter  such  of  the  men  who  came  from  the  Army  as  are  willing  to 
go.  Of  these  there  are  about  30,  and  1  hope,  general,  that  you 
will  consent  to  this  arrangement.  The  public  service  will,  1  think,  be 
promoted  thereby.  At  least,  I  beg  that  eight  or  ten  firemen  be  allowed 
to  go,  as  that  class  is  indispensable  in  a  steamer,  and  very  difficult  to 
procure. 

This  will  be  handed  you  b}'  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Hall,  who  is  to  take 
charge  of  the  detachment  to  go  to  Shreveport.  He  will  have  40  olli- 
cers  and  men  of  the  Navy,  and  should  vou  consent  to  the  transfer  of 
the  others,  70  in  all. 

I  would  ask  for  Lieutenant  Hall  such  assistance  for  the  transporta- 
tion and  subsistence  of  his  part}' as  it  may  be  in  your  power  to  render; 
and  which  will  add  to  the  obligations  I  am  already  under  for  manj 
acts  of  kindness  rendered  me  by  the  military'  authorities  of  this 
district. 

1  will  ])e  ready  to  turn  over  the  ship  to  whomever  you  may  appoint 
to  receive  her  at  an  early  day  next  week,  depending  upon  the  arrange- 
ments made  by  Lieutenant  Ilall,  and  of  which  he  will  inform  you. 

I  would  ask  the  favor  of  a  steamer  to  convey  the  party  to  Houston 
on  that  day. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  3^our  most  obedient, 

J.  N.  Barney, 
Lieutenant  Vommandincj ^  L\  S,  Nary, 

Brigadier-General  W.  R.  Scurry, 

Commanding  District  Texa^n^  etc,,  IToaston, 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Department  Trans-Mississippi, 

AJ^exandria,^  La,,,  April '22,,  1863. 

(Received  April  29.) 

(iKNKhAL:  The  enemy  are  advancing  rapidly  upon  Alexandria. 
Taylor  is  left  with  but  a  handful  of  men,  and  I  have  no  hope  of  rein- 
forcements reaching  us  in  time  to  check  him.  Butte-a-la-Kose  is  in 
his  posspssion,  and  this  opens  the  Atchafalaya  and  a  passage  for  his 

N  W  R— VOL  20 52 


818  WEST   GULF   BLOCK ADINQ    SQUADRON. 

ffun>x>ats  f  rom  the  Gulf  [of  Mexicolto  the  Red  and  Mississippi  rivers, 
though  I  am  not  officially  infonnea  of  any  having  pasi>od  up.  Our 
boats  Queen  of  the  West  and  Diana  were  lost  in  Taylor's  operations  in 
Grand  Lake^  and  we  are  consequently  without  means  of  preventing  his 
occupation  of  this  district. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen^ant, 

E.  KiRBY  Smith, 
Lieutenant' General^  Commanding, 

Lieutenant-General  J.  C.  Pemberton, 

Commxinding^  etc.^  Jackson^  Miss. 


Report  of  Captain  Faries^  C.  S.  Army^  regarding  engagement  at  Fort 

nisland^  West  Louisiana^  Apinl  10-18^  186S, 

Faries'  Battery,  P.  L.  A., 
hi  the  Field  near  Lecf/mpte^  Rapides  Parish^  La, ,  April  22^  lS6rS. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  camp  at  Bisland  with  this 
battery  on  Friday  morning,  the  10th  of  April  instant,  crossing  to  the 
east  bank  of  Bayou  Techo  by  Palfrey's  Bridge,  and  moved  to  the  line 
of  proposed  fortifications  on  the  skirt  of  the  woods  extending  from 
the  Teche  to  the  swamp  on  Grand  Lake,  and  took  position  as  follows: 
The  right  section  (two  3-inch  rifle  guns),  under  First  Lieutenant 
B.  F.  Winchester,  in  the  redoubt  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  near 
the  swamp;  the  left  section  (two  12-poundef  field  howitzers),  under 
Lieutenant  J.  R.  Winchester,  on  the  left  of  the  center  of  the  line  of 
battle,  near  the  bayou,  and  the  extreme  right  of  the  left  wing,  com- 
manded by  Brigadier-General  Alfred  Mouton;  the  center  section  (two 
6-pounder  bronze  smoothbore  guns)  under  Second  Lieutenant  Oscar 
Gaudet,  was  posted  midway  between  the  right  and  left  sections.  The 
six  pieces  remained  in  battery,  as  stated,  until  night  on  Saturday, 
the  11th  instant,  when  the  battery  was  moved  forward  to  the  new  line 
of  works  then  in  course  of  construction,  about  450  yards  in  advance 
of  the  line  first  occupied.  To  connect  with  the  redoubt  on  our  extreme 
left,  before  referred  to,  it  became  necessary  to  run  the  line  of  works  at 
an  angle  from  the  center  of  this  line  to  the  redoubt.  This  redoubt  was 
constructed  with  platforms  for  four  field  guns. 

The  right  or  rifle  section  was  posted  near  the  center  of  the  new  line 
of  defense.  The  left  section  tooK  position  immediately  in  front  of  its 
original  position.  The  center  section  moved  forward  on  the  plantation 
road  through  the  cane  field  that  lay  between  the  right  and  left  sections. 

Pearly  after  noon,  on  Sunday,  the  12th  of  April,  the  battery  opened 
on  the  enemy's  advancing  cavalry  and  artillery,  firing  97  rounds  of 
spherical  case  and  shell  with  such  effect  as  to  cause  the  force  in  our 
front  to  retire  hastily.  The  firing  was  continued  with  intervals  for 
nearly  two  hours.     About  dusk  the  ammunition  chests  were  all  refilled. 

A  section  of  Captain  Cornay's  St.  Mary's  battery,  composed  of  two 
12-pounder  bronze  field  howitzers,  under  Lieutenant  Oscar  Berwick, 
had  reported  to  me  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant.  This  section 
was  placed  in  the  redoubt  on  the  left  of  the  line,  where  it  remained 
without  firing  until  the  morning  of  the  13th,  when  I  ordered  Lieutenant 
Berwick  to  repoit  with  his  section  at  headquarters,  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  Teche. 
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No  casualties  occurred  during  the  firing  on  Sunday,  the  12th  instant. 

About  10  o'clock  on  Monday'  morning,  the  13th  instant,  the  enemy 
made  their  appearance  along  our  entire  front,  advancing  in  four  lines 
of  battle,  with  artillery  in  advance  of  infantry.  This  battery  opened 
first  with  howitzers  on  the  right,  near  the  bayou.  Soon  after  the  entire 
battery  of  six  pieces  commenced  firing,  which  was  continued  at  inter- 
vals until  after  dark,  under  a  very  severe  fire  from  the  Yankee  batteries 
on  both  sides  of  Bayou  Teche,  accompanied  the  whole  of  the  afternoon 
with  a  continuous  shower  of  Minie  balls  from  the  enemy's  skirmishers 
and  sharpshooters. 

I  beg  leave  to  make  a  detailed  report  of  the  three  sections  compos- 
ing this  battery. 

The  rifle  section,  under  Lieutenant  B.  F.  Winchester,  commenced 
firing  about  10  o'clock  a.  m. ,  and  continued  with  occasional  intermis- 
sions during  the  forenoon,  directing  its  fire  against  the  enemy's  cavalry 
and  artillery.  During  the  afterpoon  the  firing  was  more  continuous 
from  this  section,  as  the  enemy  brought  more  of  their  pieces  to  tear 
on  it.  Later  in  the  afternoon  it  was  under  very  severe  fire  from 
artillery  and  sharpshooters,  the  latter  having  advanced  within  400 
yards  of  our  line,  and  kept  up  an  incessant  shower  of  Mini^  balls  over 
the  low  breavstworks,  hastily  thrown  up,  which  were  not  high  enough 
to  protect  cannoneers  or  horses.  The  rifles  still  continued  to  return  the 
fire,  all  the  men,  including  the  sergeants  and  corporals,  hiking  turns 
with  the  sponge  staff,  and  only  resting  occasionally  on  their  knees  from 
sheer  exhaustion,  and  frequently  sponging  and  loading  these  rifles  in 
this  position. 

Lieutenant  B.  F.  Winchester  and  all  the  men  of  his  section  acted 
with  distinguished  bravery  and  coolness  under  a  long-continued  and 
concentrated  tire,  to  which  they  responded  until  long  after  dark. 

The  casualties  in  rifle  section  were  1  man  killed  (Private  Fortier) 
and  3  slightly  wounded:  9  horses  killed  and  6  wounded. 

The  left  or  howitzer  section,  under  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Winchester,  on 
the  extreme  right  of  General  Mouton's  line,  near  the  east  or  left  bank 
of  Bayou  Teche,  commenced  firing  at  10  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  18th  of  April,  tiring  at  intervals  until  afternoon,  when  its  fire  was 
more  continuous  and  effective.  The  enemy  having  moved  up  nearer 
our  line,  this  section  was  under  a  fire  from  the  front  and  right  flanks, 
the  last  from  thi^  batteries  of  the  enemv  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Teche. 
It  continued  tiring  until  after  nightfall,  alternating  from  right  to  left 
bank  of  the  bayou,  often  enfilading  with  spherical  case  the  enemy's 
three  or  four  lines  of  infantry  ana  their  batteries  on  the  west  bank. 
Here  also  the  cannoneers,  to  protect  themselves  from  the  incessant  fire 
of  the  Yankee  sharpshooters,  sponged  and  served  the  pieces  kneeling. 
Lieutenant  J.  R.  Winchester  and  all  the  men  of  his  section  behav^ 
with  their  accustomed  coolness  and  gallantry.  Lieutenant  J.  R.  Win- 
chester, by  my  order,  was  compelled  to  abandon  one  of  his  caissons, 
which  was  so  damaged  by  shot  as  to  be  unserviceable.  He  succeeded 
in  hauling  it  to  Palfrey's  Bridge,  where,  after  destroying  the  car- 
tridges, the  caisson  was  run  off  the  bridge  and  sunk  in  the  center  of 
the  bayou. 

Casualties  in  left  section:  2  men  wounded,  1  seriouslv;  V2  horses 
killed.  ^ 

The  center  section  on  the  13th  instant  was  commanded  by  Senior 
Second  Lieutenant  S.  R.  (larrett,  who  had  reported  for  duty  on  the 
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night  of  the  12£h.     He  was  assisted  by  Second  Lieutenant  Oscar 
Gaudet,  chief  of  the  line  of  caissons.     The  tvvo  0-pounder    bronze 
smoothbore  guns  of  this  section  op>ened  at  10  o'clock  a.  ni.  on  the 
advanced  infantry  of  the  enemy  and  Federal  battery  on  their  riffht. 
At  11  o'clock  a.  m.   I  ordered  this  section  to  the  left  of  the  fine, 
between  the  rifle  section  and  the  redoubt,  on  the  extreme  left,  as  I 
had  been  informed  by  General  Mouton  that  the  enemy  was  massing 
his  infantry  on  our  extreme  left,  where  the  [Seventh?]  Regiment 
Texas  Cavalry,  under  Colonel  A.  P.  Bajgby,  had  been  for  some  hours 
skirmishing  heavily  with  the  enemy.    This  section  remained  near  the 
extreme  left  for  two  hours,  during  which  time  they  were  under  a 
very  severe  and  continuous  infantry  and  artillery'  fire  in  their  front, 
and  from  an  enfilading  tire  from  a  Federal  rifle  battery  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Teche,  which  killed  9  and  wounded  5  horses.     Up  to  this 
time  8  men  had  been  wounded.     The  enem}'  having  been  driven  back 
on  the  left  In-  the  united  efforts  of  this  section  and  the  command  of 
the  gallant  Bagby,  who  was  severely  wounded,  as  soon  as  the  harness 
could  be  taken  from  the  dead  horses,  the  right  piece  was  ordered, 
under  Lieutenant  Garrett,  to  return  to  its  former  position  on  the  right 
of  the  rifle  section,  where  he  fired  until  dusk,  when  a  solid  shot  from 
the  enemy's  rifle  battery  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Teche  cut  the  tire 
and  felly  of  the  right  wheel  of  the  carriage,  instantly  killing  Acting- 
Gunner  Pi'ivate  Joseph  Landry,  who,  with  his  hands  on  the  elevating 
screw,  was  in  the  act  of  aiming  the  piece;  at  the  same  time  a  shower 
of  Mini^  balls  continued  to  pass  over  the  slight  earthworks.     The 
disabled  wheel  was  at  once  exchanged  for  the  spare  wheel  from  the 
caisson,  and  the  piece  continued  firing  with  canister  until  after  dark. 
The  other  piece  of  the  center  section,  under  Lieutenant  O.  Gaudet, 
remained  on  the  left  of  the  rifle  section  and  continued  to  fire  until 
dark,  under  a  very  severe  fire  from  the  artiller}-  and  sharpshooters  of 
the  enemy,  when  it  was  moved  to  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  and  took 
position  m  the  redoubt,  covering  the  position  of  the  [Seventh?]  Regi- 
ment Texas  Cavalry,  Colonel  A.  P.  Bagby,  in  its  front. 

The  conduct  of  Lieutenants  Garrett  and  Gaudet  and  the  men  of  the 
center  section  was  marked  by  the  most  becoming  coolness  and  gallantry. 

Casualties  in  center  section:  1  man  killed  and  4  wounded:  9  horses 
killed  and  5  wounded. 

This  battery  remained  in  position  until  2:30  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the 
morning  of  the  14th  of  April,  when  I  received  the  order  from  you  to 
retire  toward  Franklin,  13  miles  in  our  rear,  which  place  was  reached 
soon  after  sunrise  on  the  14th  instant.  By  direction  of  General  Tay- 
lor, the  commander  in  chief,  I  then  sent  the  rifle  section,  under  Lieu- 
tenant B.  F.  Winchester,  to  report  to  General  Mouton,  above  Frank- 
lin, where  some  4,(M)0  of  the  enemy  had  landed  on  the  lake  shore  for 
the  purpose  of  turning  our  position  at  Bisland,  which  was  not  pre- 
vented by  a  small  force  sent  from  our  lines  the  night  of  the  12th 
instant.  I  proceeded  with  the  other  four  pieces  by  the  road  called 
the  ''Cut-oil,"  and  at  Jeanerette,  that  night,  was  rejoined  by  the  riHe 
section.  Here  the  right  and  left  sections  took  position  in  liattery, 
commanding  the  road  through  the  pniirie,  to  cover  the  passage  of  our 
wagon  train.  On  the  mornmg  of  the  15th  instant  the  battery  moved 
forward  up  the  bayou  road  to  Nelson's  plantation,  where  the  rifle 
section  was  again  detached  with  the  rear  guard,  comj)osed  of  Sibley's 
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brigade  of  Texas  cavalry,  all  under  Colonel  Tom  Green.  The  rifle 
section  remained  at  Nelson's  until  3:30  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  tbe 
loth,  when  it  moved  forward,  passing  through  New  Iberia  at  da^'lij^ht. 
In  the  meantime  the  other  two  sections  had  passed  through  New 
Iberia.  The  rifle  section  was  relieved  by  a  section  of  Cornay's  Louisi- 
ana battery  2  miles  above  New  Iberia.  The  battery  went  into  park 
and  encamped  at  old  Camp  Pratt,  above  Spanish  Lake,  on  the  night 
of  the  loth  instant.  Marching  on  the  16th,  crossed  the  prairie  some 
20  miles  to  Vermilion  Bridge,  crossing  which,  encamped  on  the  west 
bank  until  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  the  17th  instant,  when  the  right 
and  left  sections  moved  forward,  passing  through  VermilionviTle, 
leaving  the  center  section,  under  Lieutenant  O.  Gaudet,  in  batter}^ 

frosted  with  a  section  of  Captain  Sayers'  Valverde  Battery,  Lieutenant 
William]  Smith  covering  the  Vermilion  Bridge  and  commanding  the 

niirie  beyond.  About  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  enemy  having  thrown  a 
od}^  of  sharpshooters  in  seveml  houses  on  the  right  of  the  bridge,  in 
the  prairie  on  the  east  bank,  supported  bv  cavalry  and  artillery,  the 
sharpshooters  were  dislodged,,  and  retired  after  Lieutenant  Gaudet 
had  tired  13  rounds  of  spherical  case.  The  enem3^'s  artillery  shelled 
Lieutenant  Gaudefs  position  until  night  closed  in,  but  without  efl'ect, 
his  pieces  and  caissons  being  protected  by  a  heavy  growth  of  timber, 
and  the  enem3''s  shells  exploding  too  high  and  in  his  rear. 

Casualties  in  the  center  section  on  the  17th  of  April:  1  man  slightly 
wounded;  1  horse  crippled  and  abandoned. 

Soon  after  night  Lieutenant  Gaudet  retired  his  section  and,  march- 
ing all  night,  rejoined  the  battery  at  Opelousas,  20  miles  distant,  on 
the  morning  of  the  18th  instant. 

It  becomes  my  duty,  and  it  affords  me  much  pleasure,  to  report  an 
act  of  resolute  gallantiT  on  the  part  of  Coi-poral  Ganier  and  Sergeant 
A.  Kroll,  both  of  Captain  S.  A[lexander]  Poche's  Company  B,  Eight- 
eenth Louisiana  Volunteers.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  13th  of  April, 
when  the  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery  and  infantry  was  hottest,  all 
of  the  drivers  of  a  caisson  of  the  center  section  having  been  wounded, 
the  t<3am  of  four  horses — two  having  been  killed — took  fright  and  ran 
over  the  cane  field  in  rear  of  the  battery,  for  some  time  closely 
pursued  by  these  two  intrepid  soldiers,  until  the  horses  became  suflli- 
ciently  exhausted  to  allow  themselves  to  be  secured,  when  these  two 
men  alone  restored  the  caisson  to  its  position  in  rear  of  its  piece. 
Both  of  the  horses  of  the  chiefs  of  pieces  had  been  killed,  ana  none 
of  the  cannoneers  could  be  spared  from  their  posts. 

Five  hundred  and  fifteen  rounds  of  ammunition  were  fired  by  this 
])attery  on  the  12th  and  13th  of  April,  at  Bisland. 

Total  casualties:  2  men  killed,  10  men  wounded,  2  severely;  missine 
5,  captured  on  hospital  boat  Ofmie^  sick;  wounded,  13;  detailed 
as  pilot  and  enginei^r  on  gunboat  Dimrn^  captured,  2.  Total  horses 
killed,  33;  wounded  11. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  otedient  servant, 

T.  A.  Faries, 
Captain^  Comdg,  Battery^  Acting  Chu^  of  Artillery ^ 

{Maut<m\H)  thst  Brigade  Louisiana  Infantry, 

Major  ,1.  L.  Brent, 

ChlefnfArflJlery^  District  of  Western  Louisiana, 
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Letter  from   ('oiutmuHh  r  Hunter^  (\  S.  Ntivy^  to  Lieutenant  Barney^ 
C,  S.  xVr/vy,  a(lvfKin(j  rfgardimj  the  dif^position  of  puhlic property. 

Trinity  River, 
^ear  SitilthfieUU  Polk  County^  Tex,^  Aj^'il  23,,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant.  1  will  leave 
for  Richmond,  Va.,  with  Captain  W.  F.  Rogers,  late  conuuanding 
fcschooner  Dodge,,  by  the  tirst  conveyance.  I  think  it  my  duty  to  sug- 
gest to  you  that,  a.s  the  public  property  at  Colonel  Hamilton  Wash- 
ington's is  strictly  naval,  and  mav  be  of  the  very  greatest  use  where  it 
is  for  defense  of  this  important  locality,  vou  will  allow  it  to  remain 
where  it  is,  in  charge  of  Colonel  Hamilton  Washington,  he  having 
receipted  to  me  for  the  same  with  that  view.  I  did  not  ask  you  for  a 
receipt,  but  simply  informed  you  of  its  position,  lest  it  might  be  u.seful 
to  your  command.  I  do  not  consider  that  \o\x  are  at  all  required  to 
turn  it  over  to  the  military  authority,  as  you  have  in  no  waj^  made 
yourself  responsible  for  it. 

Wishing  you  every  happiness  and  success, 
1  am,  truly  and  respcctfulh', 

W.  W.  Hunter, 
Commandt'r,^  C,  S,  Navy, 

Lieutenant  Commandiuir  Joseph  N.  Bauxky,  C.  S.  Navv. 


Report  of  Major- General  Taylor^  C.  S,  Army,,  commanding  IHstriei^ 
of  Wei<tern  Louisiana ^  regarding  opet^ations^  April  9-23, 

Hkadquarters  District  of  Western  Louisiana, 

Alexandria^  Ap7ul  23^  1863. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  recent 
engagements  with  the  enemy: 

On  Thursday  morning,  yth  instant,  information  was  communicated 
to  me  by  Col<mel  Gray,  commanding  at  Camp  Bisland,  that  the  enemy, 
under  cover  of  their  gunboats,  had  crossea  a  small  force  from  Bni- 
shear  Citv  to  Berwick  City,  and  that  our  pickets  in  the  vicinity  of 
Berwick  liad  been  driven  in.  Later  in  the  day  the  same  officer  dis- 
patched to  me  information  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  at  Bnishear 
and  was  crossing  troops  to  Berwick.  This  reached  me  while  1  was  on 
my  way  to  Butte-a-la-Rose  for  the  purpose  of  hastening  the  departure 
of  our  gunlmat  fleet  from  that  point,  in  order  to  place  it  in  Grand 
Lake,  with  a  view  to  operations  against  the  enemy  or  protection  of 
the  several  landings  on  that  lake  from  his  approach,  as  his  movements 
might  be  developed.  1  immediately  returned  to  Camp  Bisland  and 
moved  Colonel  Green's  regiment.  Fifth  Texas  Mounted  Volunteers, 
to  the  front,  throwing  out  a  strong  picket  in  advance,  with  orders  to 
proceed  as  n(*ar  Berwick  as  possible,  to  skirmish  witli  the  enern}', 
ascertain  his  strength,  and  retard  his  advance.  Having  given  orders 
for  tlie  gunlK)ats  Oaeen  oftlu*  TfW,  Grand  Duh\  and  Mary  1\  to  ren- 
dezvous at  Butte-a-la-Rose.  and  with  utmost  dispatch  proceed  down 
the  Atchafalava  and  Grand  l-»ake,  I  sent  one  of  mv  statf  officers  to 
hurr}'  them  down.     *     *     * 

On  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the   11th  instant,  the   enemy  com- 
menced seriously  to  advance.     With  an  advance  guard  of  live  regi- 
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merits  of  infantry,  several  batteries  of  artillery,  and  a  battalion  of 
cuviilry,  he  moveil  up  in  line  of  battle  toward  the  upper  mouth  of  the 
Bayou  Teche,  where  he  halted  and  encamped  for  tne  night.  A  gun- 
boat accompanied  this  advance  line  and  served  as  a  support  to  its  right 
flank.  *  *  *  The  gunboat  Diana^  commanded  b}'  Lieutenant 
Nettles,  of  the  Valverde  Battery,  heading  down  the  stream  on  the 
line  of  our  defenses.  *  ♦  ♦  Learning  that  a  gunboat  and  several 
transpoils  of  the  enemj'  had  been  seen  in  Grand  Lake,  Vincent's  reg- 
iment was  ordered  about  midday  to  proceed  to  Verdun's  Landing  and 
watch  the  movement  of  these  boats,  preventing  them  from  making  a 
landing  at  that  point,  which  was  only  4  miles  to  the  left  and  rear  of 
our  position. 

Shortly  after  the  close  of  this  engagement  I  received  information 
that  5  of  the  enemy's  gunboats,  with  several  transports,  towing 
barges  and  flats  crowded  with  troops  and  artillery,  had  gone  up  Grand 
Lake  and  were  lying  oflf  Hudgins  Point,  when  Vincent's  regiment, 
reinforced  with  another  section  of  Cornay's  battery,  was  ordered  to 
that  point,  with  instructions  to  prevent,  if  possible,  a  landing  by  the 
enemy  at  Hudgins  and  Charenton.  *  *  *  By  leaving  a  small  force 
behind  our  earthworks  I  was  satisfied  that  the  other  troops,  assisted 
by  the  Diana^  moving  down  the  bayou  on  a  line  with  the  attacking 
column  on  the  west  bank  of  the  bayou,  could  drive  the  enemy  back, 
throw  him  in  confusion,  and  render  it  necessary  for  him  to  withdraw 
the  force  which  he  was  endeavoring  to  land  in  our  rear  to  the  assist- 
ance of  his  aiiny  in  our  front.  *  *  *  X  returned  to  our  front  about 
dayliglit,  and  was  informed  by  a  Major  Brent  and  Major  Levy  of  the 

failure  of  Brigadier-Cieiieral  Siblej'^  to  organize  the  attack. 

******* 

Lieutenant  Nettles,  who  had  commanded  the  Diana  up  to  Monday 
morning,  and  had  handled  her  with  great  skill,  was  at  that  time  forced 
to  retire,  on  account  of  severe  illness,  and  Captain  Semmes,  of  the 
artillery,  was  placed  in  conmfiand  of  her. 

About  11  o  clock  on  Monday,  the  13th,  the  enemy  displayed  in  our 
front,  on  both  sides  of  the  bayou,  at  least  14,000  men,  and  advanced 
with  a  show  of  confidence  upon  our  earthworks.  A  fierce  combat  was 
kept  up  until  sundown.  *  *  ♦  Our  artillery  wasted  no  ammuni- 
tion, but  opened  on  the  advancing  line  of  the  enemy  whenever  they 
attempted  to  force  our  works.  A  battery  of  Parrott  guns  concen- 
trated their  tire  upon  the  Dmna^  which,  under  Captain  Semmes,  was 
pouring  its  fire  upon  the  center  of  the  advancing  line,  when  a  shell 
from  a  30-pounder  Parrott  siege  gun  penetrated  the  plating  in  front 
of  the  boilers,  exploded  in  the  engine  room,  deranged  a  portion  of  the 
machinery,  and  killed  2  men — the  chief  and  one  of  the  assistant  engi- 
neers— and  wounded  5  of  the  crew.  This  rendered  it  necessary  lor 
the  Diana  to  fall  back  beyond  the  range  of  the  enemy's  guns  and 
repair  damages,  which  occupied  the  renfiainder  of  the  day,  and  was 
completed  only  at  about  midnight. 

\ April  14]' — Having  repulsed  the  enemy,  and  holding  him  in  check, 
I  ordered  the  gunboat  Diana  to  move  up  above  Franklin  and  take 
I)osition  on  the  right  of  our  line,  so  that  her  guns  would  sweep  the 
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fields  and  woods  which  the  enemy  had  held,  and  placing  Brigadier- 
General  Mouton  in  command  or  the  troops  who  wore  in  lino  at 
McKoralPs  field,  I  repaired  to  Franklin  and  pressed  forward  the  train 
and  troops  then  just  arriving  on  the  '"'  Cut-off"  road  from  Fninklin  to 
New  Iberia. 

With  great  coolness  and  steadiness  Colonel  Green  retired  slowly 
before  the  heavy  advance  guard  of  the  enemy.     *     *     *     j  ij^d  given 
the  necessary  orders  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  under  command 
of  lirigadier-General  Mouton,   the  al)andonment  of    the   iJiaiin    l>y 
Captain  Senmies  and  his  crew,  and  the  burning  of  that  vessel  l)efore 
Colonel  (iretn,  with  the  n^ar  guard,  came  into  the  town  of  Franklin, 
at  the  upper  end  of  which  town  the  '"Cut-off"  road  comuienced.      Hut, 
as  1  have  since  learned,  Brigadier-Genend  Sibley,  without  communi- 
cating his  intention  to  me,  although  I  was  in  Franklin  at  the  time,  dis- 
patclied  one  of  his  stiitf  oflicers  to  Colonel  Green  with  an  order  to  fall 
back  at  once  through  Franklin  or  the  enemv  would  take  possession  of 
the  road  above  at  a  point  known  as  Harding's  Lane  and  cut  him  off. 
In   obedience   to   that  order  Colonel   Green   immediately   fell    back 
through  Franklin  into  the  '"Cut-off"  road,  set  fire  to  the  bridge  on  the 
road,  talking  it  for  granted  that  all  the  other  troops  had  passed  over. 
Brigadier-Cieneml  Mouton,  with  his  conmiand,  then  retired,  the  gen- 
eral and  his  staff'  crossing  the  bridge  while  it  was  burning.     Captain 
Semmes  held  the  Diana  in  position,  faithfully  discharging  his  duty, 
and^et  her  on  lire  onlv  when  (ileneral  Mouton  had  fallen  back.     Thus, 
by  the  unjustifiable  and  careless  order  of  General  Sibley,  the  escape  of 
Captain  Semmes  and  his  crew,  as  prearmnged,  was  prevented,  and  1 
fear  that  he  and  the  greater  portion  of  the  crew  have  become  prisoners. 

At  about  9:80  o'clock  a.  m.  all  the  wagons  and  troops  had  passed 
through  the  town  of  Franklin,  and  as  the  rear  of  General  Moutou's 
command  left  the  upper  portion  of  the  town  the  advance  guard  of  the 
eneni}^  entered  the  lower  portion.  At  Franklin  the  steamboats  which 
had  })een  in  the  Lower  Teche  and  used  for  transportation  of  troops 
and  stores  were  Imrned  to  prevent  them  from  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  enem\%  with  the  exception  of  the  steamer  Caniu\  on  which  the 
sick  and  wounded  had  been  removed  from  Camp  Bisland,  and  the 
unheard  of  plan  was  adopted  of  attempting  to  pass  the  boat  with  the 
sick  and  wounded  on  board  through  the  enemy's  lines  under  a  hospital 
flag,  although  1  had  given  orders  for  a  suflScient  number  of  vehicles  to 
be  in  readiness  at  Franklin  to  transport  the  sick  and  wounded  by  land 
to  a  place  of  safety.  This  course  was  adopted  by  Chief  8urgeon 
Parrish,  under  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Sibley,  and,  of  course, 
the  boat  and  those  on  board  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands.  *  *  *  j 
was  compelled  to  order  the  destruction  of  the  gunboat  Stcvetus^  below 
New  Iberia;  she  was  in  charge  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Humphreys,  C.  S.  Navy.  That  officer  report- 
ing to  me  that  she  was  in  an  unfinished  condition  and  unfit  for  action 
with  the  enemy,  there  being  no  means  of  getting  her  out  of  reach  of 
the  enemy,  I  ordered  h(»r  to  })e  sunk  as  low  down  the  bayou  as  pos- 
sible, so  that  she  would  afford  an  obstruction  to  the  enemy's  boats 
ascending.  This  order  was  not  carried  out  a*^  given  by  me,  l)ut  she 
was  sunk  about  )1  miles  below  New  Iberia,  when  she  might  have  l)een 
sunk  5  (>;•  0  miles  lower. 
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In  all  our  cnoanrenirnts  with  the  enerm'  and  during  the  tijjhtiug  on 
the  retreat,  running  through  ten  days,  the  conduet  of  officers  and 
troops  who  I  artiiMpated  therein  can  not  he  too  highly  extolled.    ♦    *    * 

Captain  Senunes,  in  connnand  of  the  Dvnia^  and  This  crew  conducted 
themselves  with  the  greatest  bravery  and  intrepidity,  and  deserve  the 
hijjfhest  enconiiunis. 

I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant. 


Brigadier-Cienenil  Bcmjcjs,  Chu^f  of  Staff. 


R.  Taylor, 

Major-  Genera}. 


LetU-r  from  Major-  General  Gardner^  C.  S.  Ai^ny.^  to  Covunander 
Maettmh^  JL  S.  Nary^  a  unman  ding  U.  S.  S.  (r(^ienee^  dtrlhilng  a 
requeMfor  the  inithdrawal  of  families  from  the  picket  line. 

Headquarters, 
Port  Hudson,  La.,  Aj)ril  26,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  yesterdav's  date  to  the  commanding  officer  of  my 
picket  opposite  Thompson's  l^oint  has  been  forwarded  to  me. 

In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  I  look  upon  your  notice  for  families  to 
withdraw  from  the  vicinity  of  the  pickets  as  merely  indicating  an 
intention  of  destroving  houses  and  other  private  property  on  the  river, 
as  such  has  been  the  mode  of  warfare  adopted  by  the  United  States 
forces  when  they  have  failed  upon  an  attack  upon  the  batteries  as 
stations  of  troops. 

My  pickets  are  posted  without  reference  to  houses  in  their  vicinity, 
and  as  it  is  iu)t  the  intention  to  consult  the  commander  of  the  United 
States  steamer  Genesee  as  to  their  position  they  will  not  bo  withdrawn 
upon  any  threats  from  him. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank  Gardnek, 
Maj<pr-G*meral,  Commandimj  C  /S.  Ffrran. 

(Commanding  Officer  V .  S.  S.  Genesee, 

Missi^ppi  livver. 


Report   (f  Llt'iitenant-Volonal   Logan ^    C.    S.    Army.,    regarding   the 
attack  hy  Federal  gunhoats  upon  Fort  Beanregard. 

Fort  Beauregard, 
Harrisimharg ,  [La.],  May  JO,  1863. 

Caitain:  Four  Federal  gunboats  came  up  this  morning  at  2  o'clock. 
They  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bushle} ,  and  inunediately  sent  a 
Hag  of  truce.  I  dispatched  Captain  Benton  and  Lieutenant Blanchard 
to  m(»et  the  flatj  and  state  that  I  hold  the  fort  forever.  Lieutenant 
[William  W.J  Fowler  represented  the  Federal  Government.  He 
informed  us  that  Commodore  [Selim  E.J  Woodworth  commandwl  the 
fleet,  and  demanded  the  unconditional  surrender  of  the  fort  and  its 
surroundings.  If  we  did  not  accede  to  the  command  t!i(\v  would  give 
us  one  hour  to  move  the  women  and  children  out  of  the  town. 
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Captain  Benton  responded  that  the  only  answer  he  could  g'ive  was 
that  the  fort  would  be  defended  at  all  hazards,  and  that  the  women 
and  children  were  already  moved. 

The  flag  of  truce  returned,  and  an  hour  afterwards  three  of  the  gun- 
boats began  shelling.  They  fired  150  shots,  but  have  done  no  damage, 
only  knocking  up  some  of  the  parapet.  They  have  destroyed  one 
house  in  the  town. 

We  have  tired  but  few  shots,  as  they  are  a  little  out  of  range,  and 
are  awaiting  for  them  to  approach  us  to  give  them  their  deserts.  Our 
tiring  is  accurate,  but  falls  short,  and  therefore  I  shall  fire  no  more 
untilthey  come  nearer. 

Lieutenant  Carter  has  this  instant  been  seriously  wounded. 

We  should  have  more  troops  }>etwecn  here  and  Alexandria. 

I  shall  hold  the  fort  with  God's  blessing. 
Your  obedient  servant,  in  haste, 

George  Wm.  Logan, 
Lienteixant- Coli/neU  Commamihuj  l^ost. 

Captain  Samuel  Boyer  Davis, 

AHHiHtunt  A(Jj utmit'  irerK-ral^  Mom'oe^  La, 

P.  S. — 6:1.5  p.  m. :  The  enemy  has  shelled  us  steadily  until  this 
time,  but  has  this  instant  retired,  I  suppose,  for  a  little  rest. 


[Telegram.] 

Yazoo  City,  May  W,  1863. 

Inform  General  Johnston  that  enem v'«  gunboats  are  reported  ascend- 
ing the  Yazoo,  and  from  their  position  at  sunset  may  be  expected  to 
reach  Yazoo  City  by  noon  to-morrow. 

I.  N.  Brown,  C.  S.  Navy. 

W.   W.  RUCKER, 

Commanding  Post, 

LettiT  from,  a  comunttee  at  Mobile  to  Admiral  Buchanan^  C  S,  Nairy^ 

in  behalf  of  refu/jee^  from  Neio  Orleans. 

Mobile,  May  20,  1863. 

Admiral:  The  undersigned  have  been  appointed  a  committee  on 
behalf  of  Louisianians  now  in  Mobile  to  take  such  steps  as  shall  secure 
the  early  transportation  to  this  city  of  their  unfortunate  fellow-citizens 
who  have  been  exiled  from  New  Orleans  as  "registered  enemies,"  and 
who  are  now,  to  the  number  of  several  thousand,  including  old  men, 
women,  and  children,  at  or  on  the  way  to  Pascagoula. 

It  is  evident  to  you,  admii-al,  that  tlie  distance  by  land  to  that  point, 
and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  conveyance,  carriages,  wagons,  etc.,  U 
such  that  several  weeks  would  be  consumed  in  tTie  removal,  during 
which  delay  great  inconvenience  and  suffering  would  result. 

It  has  occurred  to  us  that,  under  cover  of  a  flag  of  truce,  permission 
could  be  obtained  from  the  enemy's  fleet  off  Mobile  for  the  passage  to 
and  fro  of  a  steamer  from  thiscit}  ,  to  l)ring  away  the  refugees,  wliich 
could  thus  be  effected  s|>eedily  and  with  comfort,  and  we  tiike  the 
liberty'  of  requesting  from  you,  sir,  if  compatible  with  your  dense  of 
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official  propriety,  such  communication  with  the  enemj'  as  would  lead 
to  the  result  desired. 

With  high  regard,  your  obedient  servants, 

J.  D.  B.  De  Bow. 
E.  D.  Fenner. 
J.  Bensadon. 
Admiral  Buchanan,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Comtnanding^  M(Jbile, 


Letter  from  Admiral  Buchanan^  C.  S.  Navy^  to  acom;mitteeatMohUt\ 
acceding  to  their  request  in  hehaJf  of  refugeen  from  New  Orleans. 

Naval  Commandant's  Office, 

Mobile,  Ala. ,  May  20, 1863. 

Gentlemen:  Your  communication  of  this  date  I  have  received.  I 
can  fully  appreciate  your  desire  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  your 
unfortunate  fellow-citizens  who  have  been  so  cruelly  exiled  from  their 
homes  by  our  unfeeling  Yankee  enemies.  I  will  communicate  by  flag 
of  truceVith  the  commander  of  the  blockading  fleet,  and  ascertain  if 
your  wishes  can  be  complied  with.  I  have  but  little  hope,  however, 
that  any  act  to  relieve  the  distress  of  men,  women,  and  children  will 
be  granted  by  such  people. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Franklin  Buchanan, 

AdmiraK  etc, 

Messrs.  J.  D.  B.  De  Bow%  E.  D.  Fenner,  nnd  J.  Bensadon. 


Letter  from  Commander  Hunter.,  C,  S,  Navy.^  to  Admiral  Buchanan^ 
C,  S.  Navy^  regarding  the  case  of  refujees  from,  New  Orleans. 

9 

Fort  Morgan,  May  ^i,  186S. 

Admiral:  I  have  communicated  with  the  enemy's  fleet.  Captain 
Goldsborough  declines  acceding  to  your  wishes;  says  he  has  ordera  not 
to  sutfer  .anything  to  pass  the  bars;  but  will  at  once  send  for  instruc- 
tions to  his  admiral,  and  send  you  his  decision  under  flag  of  truce. 

Thomas  T.  Hunter, 

Commanding,  C  S.  Nat>y. 

Admiral  F.  Buchanan. 


R**port  of  Brigadier-  General  Bee,  C  S.  Army,  announcing  the  arrival 
of  the  steamei'  Queen  of  the  Sea  from  London, 

Brownsville,  [Tex.],  May  22, 1863. 

My  Dear  Sir:  The  steamer  Queen  of  the  Sea  [Sen  Queen],  twenty- 
six  chiys  from  London,  is  in.  She  is  the  consort  of  the  Peterhoff,  and 
brings  a  most  valuable  cargo  for  the  Government. 

*«*♦♦*«. 

H.  P.  Bee. 
Major-Gene ral  J.  B.  Magruder. 
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Ovdrv  of  Admirnl  Buchanan^  61  H.  Niwy^  to  Lieutetiant  Harri^otK 
C\  S,  yavy^  regavdimj  the  hwatlon  of  torpedoes  in  Mfibile  Bay. 

Naval  Commandant's  Office, 

MoUle^  Ala.,  May  ^J,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  been  informed  by  Brigadier-General  D.  Leacll^etter  that 
ten  or  twelve  torpedcuvs  have  been  plai*ed  in  the  channel  at  Grant's 
Pa.s«,  extending  from  the  battery  westerly  about  gunshot  i-an^. 

Some  others  have  been  placed  in  the  blind  channel  a  mile  east  of 
Spanish  River  battery,  ana  on  a  line  from  that  work  running'  a  little 
south  of  ea.st.  They  will  also  l)e  placed  in  the  channels  of  Blakely  and 
Apalachee  rivers,  below  the  new  battery  now  building  there,  and  in 
(Harrow's  liend,  south  of  the  city.  There  is  little  occasion  for  l)oat8  or 
vessels  to  visit  these  locations,  but  should  it  become  necessary  to  do 
so,  1  would  recommend  a  previous  reference  to  this  office.  It  is  likely 
that  torpedoes  will  soon  oe  placed  at  Fort  Morgan  also,  extending 
from  th(i  west  bank  easterly  toward  the  fort,  so  as  to  occupy'  three- 
fourths  of  the  channel's  width.  It  is  desirable  therefore  that  all  ves- 
sels passing  the  fort  keep  close  into  the  wharf  and  east  Imnk  for  a 
considera})le  distance  botli  north  and  south  of  the  fort.  This  will 
cause  little  trouble  and  may  prevent  accident. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frankn.  Buchanan, 

Admiral^  et<:. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  (tegrge  W.  Harrison,  C.  S.  Navy, 

C.  S.  S.  Morgan.^  Mobile  River. 


Ej^trivct  froiu  rejwrt  of  the  Seci^etn'ry  of  the  N(wy. 

On  the  28th  of  May,  1863,  Acting  Master  flames  Duke  left  Mobile 
with  a  launch  and  a  crew  and  on  the  8th  of  flune  boarded  and  captured 
at  Pass  a  TOutre  the  Federal  steam  propeller  Bontoiu  and  put  to  sea. 
On  the  same  day  he  captured  the  Federal  barks  Lt-nox  and  Texatta, 
with  ass()rt(*d  cargoes;  burned  them,  and  reached  Mobile  in  safety  with 
the  BoHtint  on  the  11th  of  •! une,  bringing  the  crews  of  the  vessels — 19 
men — prisoners. 


Letter  frofn  the  C\  S.  agent  at  Havana  to  the  Con  federate  corn  misetioner 
at  Unuhni^  announchig  the  capture  of  hlockade  runner  General 
Burkner^  carrying  Mr,  Hoffman ^  bearer  of  dinpatches. 

Havana,  June  2,  186S. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  you  the  Grntral  Iiurln<rr,  the 
steamer  on  which  Mr.  Hobson  (who  carried  dispatches  from  you  for 
the  (iovernment)  took  pjissage,  was  captured  near  Mo})iIe.  Your 
dispatches  w(»re  thrown  overboard,  and  Mr.  Hobson  was  sent  to  New 
York  a  i)rison(M\  The  General  liuckner  was  our  })est  blockade  runtier, 
and  has  since  been  fitted  out  as  a  gunboat  to  oi)erate  against  us. 

The  trade  between  this  and  the  Confederate  States  has  greatly 
increased  of  late,  and  with  two  exceptions  our  steamers  have  been 
successful. 
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The  news  from  the  Confederacy  is  very  cheering.  The  Yankees 
have  been  badly  defeated  at  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson,  and  the  food 
question,  which  gave  our  people  so  much  anxiety  at  one  time,  is  no 
longer  a  bugbear;  but  you  get  the  news  at  London  almost  as  soon  as 
we  ffet  it  here.  ^ 

I  nave  not  heard  from  you  for  a  very  long  time.  I  trust  you  are 
in  good  health  and  high  spirits. 

Very  faithfully,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

Ch.  J.  Helm. 
Hon.  James  M.  Mason,  etc., 

London. 


Order  of  Major- General  Magrvdeii\   C,   S,  Army^  to  Major  Smithy 

V.  S.  Army, 

Special  Ordeiih,  |       Heaih^uarters  District  op  Texas, 

>  New  Mexicjo,  and  Ari7X)na, 

No.  150.  )  Houston^  Ju?w  -4,  i^6*.i. 

XIV.  Major  Leon  Smith,  commander  of  the  vessels  on  the  coast, 
will  at  once  cause  all  the  gunboats  now  lying  in  these  waters  to  be 
prepared  for  immediate  action  and  directed  to  proceed  to  Galveston 
Bay  for  immediate  use  in  defending  Galveston. 

The  blockading  fleet  off  Galveston  having  been  increased  by  the 

addition  of  two  gunboats,  the  fleet  now  being  six  gunboats  ana  two 

frigates,  renders  this  step  nec;essary. 

*  *  *  *  »  *  * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Magruder: 

Edmund  P.  Turner, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Letter  from  Admiral  Bxichanan^  C,  S.  Navy^  to  the  Secretary  of  State^ 
transmitting  copy  of  instructions  from  the  British  minister  at  Wa^sh- 
ington  to  newly  appoinled  consul  at  Mobile. 

Naval  Commandant's  Ofeice, 

Mobile^  Alu.^  June  8,  186S. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  a  copy  of  a  communication 
from  Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Portz,  the  acting  English  consul  at  Mobile, 
which  was  shown  me  on  the  5th  instant  when  Mr.  Cridland  was  oflS- 
cially  presented  to  me  by  Mr.  Portz. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frankn.  Buchanan, 

Admiral^  etc, 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State^  Richmond^  Va, 

[EncloRure.] 

Washington,  April  SO^  1863, 

Sir:  This  letter  will  be  presented  to  you  by  Mr.Frederick  J.  Crid- 
land, whom  her  Majesty's  Government  have  directed  to  take  charge 
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of  her  Majesty's  consulate  at  Mobile  with  the  character   of  acting 
consul. 

Doubting  not  that  in  compliance  with  the  reoueat  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  make  to  you,  and  with  the  invitation  wnich  you  at  the  same 
time  received  from  the  minister  of  France  here,  you  were  so  good  as 
to  take  the  direction  of  her  Majesty's  consulate  on  the  departure  of 
Mr.  [James]  Magee,  I  now  beg  you  to  transfer  the  charge  of  it  to 
Mr.  Cridland. 

I  trust  that  you  will  allow  me  to  oflfer  you  my  best  thanks  for  the 
services  which  I  am  confident  you  have  rendered  to  British  interests, 
and  to  say  that  my  obligation  will  be  much  increased  if  you  will  be  so 
kind  as  to  present  Mr.  Cridland  to  the  local  authorities  and  to  assist 
him  in  entering  upon  his  functions  as  her-  Majesty's  acting  consul  at 
Mobile. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

LiYONS. 

Monsieur  Portz,  etc. 


liep^/rt  of  Major  Masoii^   C\   S,  Army^  Chief  of  Mari/tie  Artillery^ 
Deparhn^nt  of  Texas^  regarding  the  condition  of  the  gunboat  fleet. 

HEADgUARTERS   MaRINE    DEPARTMENT   OF  TbXAS, 

Homtan^  Jnne^^  1863. 

Captain:  In  compliance  with  Si^ecial  Orders,  No.  164  (Pai-afifraph 
XII),  Headquarters  District  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona. 
Houston,  flune  18,  1863,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  aj> 
the  present  condition  of  the  gunboat  fleet: 

There  are  no  gunboats  on  the  station  at  Galveston;  the  Bayou  City 
and  Diana  are  both  at  Harrisburg,  awaiting  orders,  and  ready  to  steam 
up  at  a  moment's  notice.  The  Bayou  City  has  no  armament.  I  trust 
orders  may  be  issued  to  provide  her  with  guns  at  the  earlie^st  moment. 
The  Diana  has  two  brass  24-pound er  howitzers,  50  rounds  ammunition, 
in  charge  of  Lieutenant  [H.J  Connor,  and  detachment  of  20  men  of 
Company  B,  Cook's  regiment,  artillery. 

The  Uncle  lien  is  engaged  in  removmg  obstructions  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Sabine  River.  She  is  armed  with  two  12-pounder  iron  guns,  70 
rounds  of  ammunition;  one  12-poundor  mountain  howitzer,  23  I'ounds 
ammunition,  in  charge  of  Captain  [K.  I).]  Keith,  Company  B, 
Spaight's  battalion.  The  J,  A,  BelU  at  Sabine  Pass,  has  one  24- 
pounder  iron  gun,  50  rounds  ammunition;  one  12-pounder  mountain 
howitzer,  under  Captain  [F.  H.J  Odium,  Company  F,  Cook's  regiment, 
artillery.     These  men  are  well  drilled  and  disciplined. 

There  is  not  sufficient  space  on  the  deck  of  the  Unvle  Ben  to  maneuver 
the  two  12-pounder  iron  guns  to  advantage.  I  would  respectfully 
request  that,  if  possible,  another  gun  be  substituted;  also,  if  practi- 
cable, long-range  guns  may  be  ordered  to  the  J,  A,  Bdl  and  Bayou 
City.  The  efficiency  of  all  the  boats  would  be  greatly  increased  if  it 
is  possible  to  furnish  them  guns  of  heavier  metal  and  longer  range 
than  those  they  now  have  in  position. 

The  steamboats  .Ay//;/  F,  Carr  \\m\  Mury  ///// ai'c  being  fitted  up  at 
Lynchburg  for  service  in  Matagorda  Bay.  Thoy  will  be  ready  'n  a 
few  days. 
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I  have  the  honor  tx)  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

C.  M.  Mason, 
Mayor  and  Chief  of  Marine  ArtUlery. 

Captain  Edmund  P.  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant' Oeneral^  Houston^  Tex, 

[Endoraement.] 

Why  are  both  the  gunboats  Bayou  City  and  Diana  at  Harrisburg? 
What  number  of  men,  what  ammunition,  and  what  small  arms  are  on 
board  or  attached  to  each  of  the  gunboats?  There  are  no  long-range 
or  heavier  guns  to  be  spared  for  these  boats  except  the  Nichols  guns, 
which  may  be  used  for  this  purpose  on  the  gunboats  in  Galveston  Bay. 
Major  Mason  will  cause  this  to  be  done  without  delay;  suitabledetach- 
mcnts  detailed.  He  will  see  that  they  are  well  drilled  at  these  Nichols 
guns  and  will  report  upon  the  same  as  soon  as  they  are  so  drilled, 
reporting  in  the  meantime,  his  progress  in  carrying  out  this  order. 

J.  Bankhead  Magruder, 

Major- Oeneral^  Comniandiny, 


Report  of  Major-  General  Ma<jruder^  C  S.  Armu^  (jiving  the  reasons 
for  the  return  to  Oalveston  of  the  (jun-s  of  the  C  S.  iS,  Harriet  Lane, 

Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona, 

Houston^  Tex.^  Ji/ne!2o^  1863, 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  lieutenant-general 
commanding  will  order  the  guns  of  the  Harriet  Lane  to  be  returned 
to  Galveston,  in  consideration  of  the  following  reasons: 

1  am  reliably  informed  that  the  Red  River  is  now  so  low  that  it  will 
be  impossible  for  the  ironclad  mm  Missouri  (now  at  Shreveport,  and 
for  which  these  guns  are  intended)  to  proceed  below  for  some  time, 
probably  six  months. 

Besides,  there  is  a  probability  of  Galveston  being  attacked,  and  these 
guns,  which  can  be  or  no  service  on  the  ironclad  now,  would  materially 
assist  in  the  defense  of  that  city,  where  there  is  a  great  want  of  heavy 
guns.  Lieutenant  Wharton,  C.  S.  Navy,  is  now  en  route  for  Shreve- 
port with  these  guns,  and  I  would  respectfully  request  that  he  be 
ordered  to  return  them  to  Galveston.  If  I  am  given  two  months' 
notice  that  the  guns  are  wanted  for  the  ironclad,  I  can  have  them 
removed  from  Galveston  and  transported  to  Shreveport. 

*  *  *  From  the  letter  of  Mr.  Henry  to  Major  Leon  Smith,  1 
infer  that  the  Missouri  is  already  armed,  and,  if  such  be  the  case,  I 
respectf  ulh'  request  that  these  guns  be  ordered  back,  to  remain  in  Galves- 
ton permanently.  The  importance  of  placing  Galveston  in  a  complete 
state  of  defense  is  so  paramount  that  I  suggest  that  my  suggestions  and 
requests  may  meet  with  the  earliest  and  most  favorable  consideration. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Bankhead  Magruder, 

Major-  General^  Commanding, 

Brigadier-(Tent»ral  W.  K.  Boci'js, 

Chief  of  Stnf, 


832  WEST   GULF    BLOCKADING    SQUADRON. 

Order  tff  LUuienant-Generid  Smithy  C,  S.  Arnu/^  to  Major- General 
Maijrxidtr.  C.  S,  Anmj^  regardhuj  the  inHpection  and  piirc/uise  of 
British  v:ar  vtssr^l. 

Heaix^uarters  Trans-Missi8vSippi  Department, 

S/ireveport,  La.^  June  28^  1863. 

General:  This  letter  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Captain  Fauntleroy. 
of  C.  S.  Nav3%  who  goes  to  Houston  to  confer  with  you  in  rcg-ard  to 
the  English  war  vessel  reported  to  you  off  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande 
bv  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gray. 

The  vessel  should  be  examined,  according  to  the  usages  of  the  Navv, 
by  a  naval  officer.  I  have  directed  Captein  Fauntleroy  to  inspect 
her  thoroughly. 

Should  he  report  favomblv  you  will  take  the  necessary  stops  for 
the  purchas(i  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  Captain  Fanntlerov 
will  be  placed  in  command. 

Should  she  prove  unsuitable  for  a  war  vessel  it  may  be  advisable  to 
purchase  her  guns  and  have  them  placed  at  some  point  where  thev 
could  be  made  available  for  the  vessels  of  war  being  constructed  by 
our  (rovernment  in  Europe.    . 

Captain  Fauntleroy  will  consult  with  vou  on  the  whole  su})ject,  and 
the  result  of  3'our  action,  when  reporteci  to  me,  will  be  approved,  and 
all  the  responsibility  of  the  ai^t  assumed  by  me.  Yet,  if  I  knew  of 
any  naval  officer  in  this  department  who  was  authorized  to  ac!t  in  this 
matter,  I  would  prefer  his  doirgso. 
Respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

E.  KiRBY  Smith, 

Lieuteiuint-  General, 

Major-Geueral »[.  B.  Magruder, 

Coiniaandimj^  etc,^  Ilou^ttm^  lex. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Trans- Mississippi  Department, 

Shrevej)ort,  La,^  Jtint'29^  1S63, 

I  am  fully  informed  that  an  English  vessel,  with  stores,  under  eon- 
tract  from  the  War  Department,  has  arrived  at  Matamoras.  This 
vessel,  carrying  six  Whitworth  guns,  can  l)e  purchased.  Will  author- 
ity be  given  Captain  Brent,  commanding  officer  of  the  Navy  here,  to 
order  the  necessary  detail  of  officers  and  men  and  to  commission  the 
vessel  as  a  cruiser? 

Vj,  KiRHY  Smith, 
Lfeutenttnt- General^  Commaixdhvg. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,,  Rlehimmd,,  Va, 


Report  of  Lieu  tenant-  General  SmitK  C,  S,  Armjj^  retiuestin<fthe  Depcirt- 
menfH  authfrlty  for  the  commissioning  of  war  Ktimel  and^r  inspection 
for  purchase. 

Headquarters  Trans- Mississippi  Department, 

Shrr reports  La,,  Jntte^fU  lS6^i, 

General:  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  cornvspondence 
with  Major-General  Magruder  upon  the  subject  of  the  impressment 


I         of  cott 

"         in  the 
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cotton,  and  also  cojiuerning  the  puichase  of  a  vei^sel  of  war  arrived 

the  Rio  Grande.     I  trust  the  course  I  have  taben  will  raeet  with 

the  approval  of  the  War  Department. 

Captain  Fauntleroy,  C.  S.  Navy,  has  been  directed  to  consult  with 
General  Mi^ruder  and  then  to  inspect  the  veaael  thoroughlj-,  with  a 
view  to  her  tituess  for  war  purposea  and  preliminary  to  the  purchase. 
Should  he  report  favorably,  and  the  purchase  be  consummated,  she 
will  sail  from  the  Rio  Grande  under  the  command  of  Captain  Fauntle- 
roy. It  is  desirable  that  the  crew  of  the  Mii^nowi  be  transferred  to 
her,  and  that  she  be  commissioned  as  a  cruiser  before  sailing,  and  I 
request  that  the  necessary  authority  be  given  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment. If  this  is  acted  upon  without  delay,  so  as  to  enable  fier  to  sail 
at  once  as  a.  cruiser,  advantageous  results  may  follow. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KiRBY  Smith, 
Lieutenant-  General. 
General  S.  Coofeb, 
AdjiUant-  General. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant- General  SnUth,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Major-General 
Magruder,  G.  S.  Army,  responding  to  request  regarding  the  guns  of 
the  C.  S.  S.  Harriet  LoMe. 

Headquarters  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 

Shreneport.  La.,  June  30, 1S63. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  25th  instant,  with  enclosure^.* 

I  am  directed  by  Lieutenant-General  Smith  to  say  the  statements  of 
Mr.  Fleury  concerning  the  guns  convey  a  false  impression.  The  gun- 
boat Missouri  has  no  guns  whatever.  At  the  present  time  there  are 
but  two  heavy  guns — those  captured  on  the  IndiaTwla — in  the  district 
of  Louisiana  and  Arkansas. 

The  guns  of  the  Harriet  Lane  are  not  designed  exclusively  for  the 
Missouri,  nor  will  they  be  used  on  her  until  such  time  as  it  may  appear 
advantageous. 

1  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
W.  R.  BooGS, 
brigadier-  General  a/nd  Chief  of  Stqff^. 
Major-General  Maghudeb, 

Commanding  D^istrict  of  Texas. 


Report  of  Brigadier- General  Green,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  cava!-ry 
origaae,  of  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Berwick  Bay,  June  S2-f ' 
1863. 

Headqdartebs  First  Cavalry  Bbioade, 
Near  Panco  [PainoourtvUle],  on  the  La  Fovrche,  Jwne  SO,  1863. 
General: 


On  the  night  of  the  22d  instaut,  in  accordance  with  orders,  I 
moved  to  Cochran's  sugar  house,  2  miles  distant  from  the  [Berwick] 
Bay.     •     *     * 

At  dawn  of  day,  finding  the  enemy  quiot  and  asleep,  I  opened  fire 
upon  him  from  the  Valverdo  Battery.  The  first  shot  exploded  in  thr 
center  of  his  encampment,  causing  the  greatest  confusion,  the  distance 
being  only  about  900  yards.  We  fired  about  41)  or  50  shot  fi-om  our 
battery  into  the  enemy  before  he  replied  to  us  at  all.  The  first  shot 
from  the  enemy  was  fired  on  us  from  nis  gunboat,  which  was  at  anchor 
in  the  Imy  a  short  distance  below  our  position.  After  daylig-ht  the 
gunboat  advanced  toward  us  as  if  to  contest  with  our  battery  the  posi- 
tion we  occupied  on  the  water's  edge,  but  a  few  well-directed  t^hots 
from  the  Valvei-de  Battery  drove  the  boat  1  mile  below,  where  she 
opened  on  us  with  her  heavy  guns.  About  the  same  time  several  bat- 
teries from  the  opposite  shore  opened  on  us.  The  shot  of  the  enemv 
was  so  well  directed  that  we  found  it  necessary  several  times  to  shift 
the  position  of  our  guns  and  caissons.  The  heavy  gun  on  shore  which 
first  opened  fire  on  us  from  the  principal  fort  above  Brashear,  vviib 
the  garrison  of  that  fort,  was  brought  down  nearly  opposite  my  potji- 
tion  and  opened  fire  on  me.  With  the  running  of  tne  gunboat,  and 
drawing  out  this  heavy  pun  and  most  of  the  garrison  from  Fort 
Buchanan,  left  the  waters  above  free  to  the  approacn  of  Major  [Sherodj 
Hunter's  command  in  our  little  flotilla  to  Tiger  Island.  Major  Hunter, 
who  had  moved,  under  your  orders,  from  the  mouth  or  the  Teche 
during  the  night  of  the  22d  on  board  our  uiosqutto  fleet,  landed  uuper- 
ceived  and  unsuspected  by  the  enemy  above  their  defenses,  and,  mak- 
ing his  way  thixjugb  the  swamp,  about  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  23d, 
attacked  the  enemy  in  his  rear  while  I  was  occupying  him  m  fronf^ 
completely  surprismg  and  routing  him. 

The  enemy  surrendered  their  i^fenses  and  the  town  of  Brashear 
Major  Hunter  about  7:30  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  23d. 
I  threw  a  small  detachment  over  the  Itamos  on  the  night  of  the  33d. 
and  moved  them  as  close  as  possible  to  the  enemy  on  the  Boeuf.  Col 
onel  Major's  command  being  behind  the  enemy,  and  it  being  ditGcuIt 
for  him  to  escape,  about  400  strong  surrendered  to  us  about  daylig] 
on  the  morning  of  the  24th. 

Our  troops  during  the  three  days'  campaign  did  their  duty  wil 
great  alacrity,  and  behaved  with  gallantry  on  all  occasions. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Green, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commandiyig  J^trst  Cavalry  Briffode, 

Brigadier-General  Mouton, 

"^  avng,  etc. 


JO, 

1 


[Telegram.  1 

Mobile,  Ala.,  JidySS,  1863. 

Large  naval  force  now  assembling  at  Pensacola. 

I  expect  this  place  will  be  soon  attacked.    Please  hurry  forward  d 

ordnance  stores — requisition  forwarded, 

I  will  need  some  12,000  to  15,000  reinforcements, 

Dabn-et  H.  Mauht,  _ 
Majm-- General.,  Commatidmg. 
General  S.  CoopEa. 
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Report  of  Colaiid  Smithy  V.  S.  Army^  commanding  Marine  Depart- 
ment, regarding  affairs  of  his  coiHtnand. 

Headquarters  Mabins  Department. 

Vel-4tsco,  Tex.,  August  9,  1863. 

Sir;  Believing  you  are  anxious  to  learn  whatprogress  has  been  made 
in  my  atteiupt  t«  place  the  steamer  John  F.  Can-  upon  her  station  in 
Matagorda  Bay,  I  hereby  do  myself  the  honor  to  report  the  condition 
of  affairs  in  the  Marine  Department  in  this  quarter,  and  also  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  a  note  by  courier  from  Major-tienerai  Magrudi?r, 
dated  3d  instant,  indicating  the  wishes  of  the  major-general  command- 
ing respecting  my  movements, 

.  I  arrived  here  with  the  t/oAn  ^  Curr,  Mary  HiU^  s:aA  Al<imo  at  7 
o'clock  Thursday  night,  6th  instant.  Since  that  period  1  have  been 
weather-bound  by  a  strong  and  unfavoi-able  wind,  which  has  raised  so 
high  a  sea  as  to  prevent  my  going  out  with  such  frail  boats.  However 
much  I  regret  this  delay,  still  1  have  reason  to  congratulate  myself 
that  such  is  the  case,  as  it  has  enabled  me  to  complete  the  arrange- 
ments I  deemed  necessary  to  run  the  gantlet  of  an  enterprising  and 
vigilant  enemy. 

I  have  established  a  line  of  signal  scouts  along  the  coast  from  this 
point  to  our  place  of  destination,  and  expect  to  hear  from  the  west  end 
to-day,  and  as  soon  as  the  wind  fulls  anti  a  favorable  report  ia  made  of 
the  attitude  of  the  enemy,  1  shall  attempt  to  get  the  fleet  into  Mata- 
gorda Bav. 

It  may  be  that  I  shall  avoid  a  sight  of  the  enemy  entirely,  but,  after 
getting  underway,  and  having  accompliFihed  part  of  my  voyage,  they 
may  heave  in  sight. 

bhould  such  fe  the  case,  I  deem  it  prudent  to  have  a  sufficient  force 
to  defend  myself  if  they  attempt  to  attai^k  or  interfere  with  me,  and 
therefore  shall  take  the  steamer  Mary  Hill  along. 

In  trying  the  guns  upon  my  boats,  I  found  the  Nichols  gun  totally 
unfit  for  service,  and  turned  it  over  to  the  ordnance  officer  at  this  past. 

The  cartridges  of  the  Parrott  gun  from  the  ffarritt  Lane  were  also 
unserviceable,  as  they  would  not  chamber  by  3  inches,  being  altogether 
too  large,  which  I  was  compelled  to  remedy  by  reducing  the  dimen- 
sions of  the  cartridges  to  (it  the  bore.  I  am  confident  this  same  diffi- 
culty occurred  with  the  gun  on  board  the  Bayou  City,  January  1, 
which  caused  its  bursting,  and  I  would  most  respectfully  recommend 
that  the  oixlnance  officers  having  charge  of  this  work  he  notified  of  the 
error  and  severely  reprimanded  for  neglecting  so  important  a  branch 
of  their  duty. 

The  trail  of  the  18-pounder  El  Dragon  brass  gun  broke  off  close  to 
the  cheeks  at  the  first  fire;  it  was  apparently  perfectly  sound,  but  on 
examination  of  the  pieces  after  the  casualty,  I  found  it  was  totally 
unfit  for  service  by  dry  rot. 

Because  of  this  accident,  I  would  most  respectfully  suggest  that  an 

examination  be  made  by  boring  into  the  old  cairiages  of  all  the  guns  in 

this  district,  as  they  may  all  be  affected  in  like  manner.     I  have  ordered 

a  new  trail  to  be  made  for  that  gun,  which  will  be  completed  to-day. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  ob^ient  servant, 

Leon  Smtth, 

Chmmatidiiig  Marine  Departm&nt, 

C-aptain  Edmund  P.  Tuhser, 

Ai»ist<mt  Ad^TiUmt- General. 


I 
1 
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Report  of  Brigadier-  General  Bee,  C.  S.  Arm 
of  the  enemy  at  (he  im^iith  of  the  I 


I,  regarding  inovementt  ^ 
'if}  Grande. 


Headquarters  First  Division, 

Fart  Bruim,  [7«r.],  Augiiet  10,  1863. 


The  Sea  ^ueen  hasdepai'ted  for  Liverpool  with  a  full  freight  for  I 
private  parties,  there  not  being  time  to  make  any  arrangemeob)  after  | 
my  arrival  here. 

There  are  now  three  gunlwats  off  the  mouth  of  the  Kio  Grande,  and 
they  are  busy  surveying  the  liar  and  demonstrating  that  we  may  soon 
expet't  a  visit  from  them.     I  am  acting  on  that  presumption,  and  using 
all  diligence  in  removing  public  property  and  the  passage  of  the  cot-  ' 
ton  across  the  river. 

The  Federal  officers  now  in  Matamoras  f rom  the  gunboats  state  that 
General  Lee  has  been  forced  farther  back  into  Virginia,  and  that 
Ewell's  army  corps  has  Ireen  cut  off  from  the  main  command  and  will 
be  captured.     •     •    * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
■  H.P.Bee 

Brigadier-  General,  Provisional  Army. 


Captain  Eduund  P.  Turner, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General^  Houston,  Tex. 


\ 
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Soma  Arsenal 


J.  L.  White, 
Lieutenant'  C'oi^nel,  Commanding. 
August  JO,  1863. 
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WBBT   OlTLF   BLOOEADIITQ   8Q0ADBON. 

[T.-leffram.] 

Mobile.  Ai^.,  Augyet  13,  1863. 

Unusual  number  of  vessels  at  Ship  Inland.  The  following  nowsjuat 
received : 

I^te  infarmation  from  New  Orleans,  all  large  mcQ-of-war  left  here;  suppoeed  to  be 
for  Mobile.  General  rumor,  Mobile  soon  to  lie  attackeil.  Landing  to  be  made  on 
Miesiesippi  coast. 

Troops  landing  on  Ship  Island.  Commodore  Farragut  gone  to  New 
York. 

Dabney  il.  Mauby, 

Major-  General. 
General  8.  Cooper. 


Report  of  Colonel  Smith,  C.  S.  Army,  comrrianding  Marine  Depmi- 
me^it,  regarding  the  aK»!gnment  of  the  'steamer  John  F.  Carr  to  thttg 
at  Sahiria.  i 

Headquabters  Marine  Department. 

Drcroir's  Point,  Ten-.,  August  IG,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  been  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  ia 
place  the  steamer  John  F.  Carr  in  these  waters,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  S,  K.  Brown,  for  the  protection  of  the  inland  ports  of  this 
portion  of  thia  coast.  Her  atation  will  be  at  Saluria.  It  is  the  desire 
of  the  commanding  general  that  we  abstain  from  attracting  attention 
of  the  enemy  by  fighting  him  outside  the  t)ay  in  the  present  unprepared 
state  of  our  defenses. 

The  armament  of  the  steamer  John  F.  Carr  consists  of  one  18- 
pounder  and  one  12-pounder  howitzer.  The  men  are  armed  with 
rifles  and  cutlasses.  In  case  the  enemy  should  anchor  in  force  outside 
the  bar,  I  would  suggest  that  you  place  at  least  60  sharpshooters  on 
board. 

You  will  please  order  the  quartermaster  and  commissary  of  sub- 
sistence of  your  command  to  furnish  Captain  Brown  with  fuel  and 
provisions  on  his  requisition.  It  would  be  well  to  have  a  supply  of 
wood  iipon  the  wharf. 

Yours,  re.spectfully, 

Leon  Smitii, 
Commanding  Marine  Depnriinent  of  Tenuf. 
The  CoMMANm-vo  Officer, 

Indianola,  Tex, 


Report  (if  CoJ/md  Smithy  C.  <S'.  Arviy^  commanding  Marine  Depart- 
ment, regarding  affairs pe^iaining  to  his  command. 

Headquarters  Marine  Department, 

Houston,  Tex.,  August  20,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  in  this  city  on  the  18th 
instant. 

I  left  the  steamer  Mary  Hill  at  Velasco,  in  the  Brazos  River.  The 
steamers  J.  F.  Carr  and  Alamo  I  placed  in  Matagorda  Bay,  the  former 
at  Saluria. 

Enclosed  please  find  a  copy  of  note  addressed  to  the  commanding 
officer  at  Indianola,  relative  to  the  disposition  of  the  J.  F.  Carr.    1 


was  obliged  to  take  the  24-pounder  howitzer  and  long  18-pounder  left'f 
at  the  mouth  of   the  Brazos  River  on   board  of   ray  boats;  the  18-  i 
pounder  I  placed  on  the  J.  F.  Carr  and  the  li{4-pounder  on  board  the 
Mary  Hill.     1  have  also  on  each  boat  one  12-pounder  howitzer. 

The  reason  I  took  the  li^-pounder  to  PasH  Cavallo  was  for  my  pro- 
tection in  case  I  met  the  enemy  on  the  way  down  the  coast.  I  was 
a\no  aware  it  waa  the  intention  of  the  commanding  ^neral  for  me  to 
return  the  30-pounder  gun  to  Galveston.  In  consideration  of  these 
circumstances,  I  was  obliged  to  take  the  long  18-pounder  to  Pass 
Cavallo. 

Since  my  return  to  this  city  I  have  learned  that  the  18  and  24 
pounders  were  to  be  transferred  to  some  other  point,  and,  fearing  such 
IS  the  cose,  I  would  most  respectfully  urge  that  you  countermand  the 
order  and  allow  nie  to  retain  them  in  my  department,  as  I  am  stronely 
impressed  with  the  idea  that  they  will  be  more  serviceable  here  tEan 
elsewhere,  as  the  enemy  \\hs  many  inducements  to  attack  the  weak 
points  of  our  coast.  With  our  floating  batteries  a  very  considerable 
defense  can  be  made  in  that  event,  but  without  some  lar^  guns  our 
boats  are  comparatively  useless  otherwise  than  in  the  moral  effect 
they  may  have  in  preventing  raids  along  the  Gulf  harbors. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Leon  Smith, 
Commanding  Marine  Departvient. 

Captain  Edmund  P.  Tubner, 

Ametant  Adjutant-  General. 


Rejfort  I tf  Major  Ilumphreyn,  C.   S.  Army,  retjarding  measures  j 
Hfcuring  andfoncarding  ammttnttioii  fji  Mooilg. 

Selma,  Ala.,  .\ngiiatS9,  186S. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  i 
success  of  my  mission  in  getting  up  and  forwarding  ammunition  to 
Mobile,  Ala.  In  obedience  to  your  instrnctions  I  have  proceeded  to 
Montgomery  and  reported  my  businesij  to  Major  [C.  G.J  vVagner,  and 
he  stated  that  they  were  not  manufacturing  anything,  nor  nad  been 
for  some  time,  on  account  of  the  want  of  iron  and  coke,  but  would  in 
a  short  time  be  able  to  furnish  some  of  the  articles.  All  of  the  pTO- 
jecttles  for  artillery  had  [tol  be  sent  to  Charleston.  He  bad  lO.WK) 
pounds  of  columbiad  powder  which  he  promised  to  forward  to  Mobile 
immediately. 

I  next  called  on  Major  [Moses  H.]  Wright,  commanding  arsenal  af -a 
Atlanta. JGa.],  and  procured  from  him  30(1  3!J-pounder  round  shot,  300  J 
24-pounder  round  shot,  100  18-pounder  round  shot,  100  3-inch  riBa* 
shell,  and  UK)  3-incb  rifleshot,  5,<lO0  friction  primei's.  and  6,000  prim- 
ing tubes,  which  he  stated  was  all  he  could  spare,  as  all  of  his  heavy 
Spojectiles  were  ordered  to  Charleston  and  the  smaller  ones  to  General 
ragg's  command.     The  articles  above  named  he  promised  to  forward 
immediately  to  Mobile  by  messenger.  . 

I  next  culled  on  Colonel  [R.  M.]  Cuyler,  commanding  arsenal  at  1 
Macon,  [Ga.J.  He  stated  that  he  could  not  furnish  any  of  the  articles,  J 
as  everything  was  ordered  to  Charleston,  and  that  ho  had  at  least  three  ] 
months^  work  ahead  for  that  place,  and  that  requisition  would  have  t 


be  made  by  ordnance  oliicer  at  Mobile  and  appro\'ed  by  commanding 
officer  of  that  department  for  them  before  they  could  Ije  issued  there. 

I  next  called  on  Colonel  Rains,  commanding  arsenal  at  Augusta,  [Ga.]. 
He  stated  that  he  had  none  of  the  articles  except  the  powder,  and  that 
he  had  sent  a  great  deal  of  powder  to  Mobile  and  could  not  send  any 
more,  only  on  requisition  made  and  approved  by  Department  at 
Kichmond. 

I  next  called  on  the  commander  of  the  depot  at  Columbia,  [S.  C.]. 
He  stated  that  he  had  nothing  on  hand,  as  everything  had  been  ordered 
to  Charleston. 

I  next  called  on  the  ordnance  officer  in  charge  of  the  depot  at  Wil- 
mington, [N.  C.l.  He  informed  me  that  they  nad  nothing  they  could 
spare,  as  everything  had  been  ordered  to  Charleston. 

I  next  called  on  Major  [Frederick  L.]Childs,  the  commanding  officer 
at  Fayetteville,  [N.  C.J.  He  informed  me  that  he  could  not  furnish  me 
any  of  the  articles;  that  he  bad  no  lead  to  make  sniall-anns  ammuni- 
tion, and  no  foundi-y.  He  stated  also  that  he  had  25,000  pounds  of 
powder  (small-grain  cannon),  but  could  not.  deliver  it  to  anyone  only 
on  an  order  from  Department  at  Richmond. 

I  next  called  on  commanding  officer  Trezevant  at  Charleston.  He 
could  not  furnish  anything;  in  want  of  ammunition  then. 

[F.  C]  HCMPHRETS, 

Major,  Columbus,  [Oa.]. 
Colonel  JostAH  Gosoas, 

Chief  of  Ordnan/x,  Richmond,  Va. 


Letter  from  Major-  General  Maury,  C.  S.  Army,  to  General  Johnston, 
C.  S.  Army,  regarding  movements  of  tfie  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of 
Mobile. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gi^-f, 

Mofnle,  Ala.,  August  31,  1863. 
Mt  Dear  General:  The  enemy,  on  last  Thursday, sent  some  boats 
ashore  and  burned  otf  the  whole  of  the  brush,  etc.,  on  Round  Island, 
7  miles  south  of  Pascagoula.     They  will,  perhaps,  use  that  island  as  a 
depot,  because  it  will  be  secure  from  attack. 

This  morning  it  is  reported  that  thej'  have  a  large  number  of  troops 
on  both  Horn  Island  and  Ship  Island.     Continually  I  hear  that  they 
avow  their  preparations  to  be  for  Mobile.     •     *     * 
I  am,  general,  sincerely,  yours, 

Dabnet  H.  Maurt, 

Major-  General. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  West,  Mwim>,  Miss. 


Order  of  Commander  Jones,  C.  S.  Ifavy,  to  Lieutenant  Simms,  C  S. 
Jfavyy  regarding  the  forwarding  of  ammunition  to  Mobile. 

Naval  Gun  Foundry  and  Ordnance  Works, 

Selma,  September  1, 1863. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Mobile  with  100  7-inch  rifle  shell,  100 
6.4-inch  rifle  shell,  and  60  7-inch  rifle  bolts,  which  you  will  deliver 
to  Admiral  Buchanan,  taking  receipts  for  them. 


J 


Should  it  not  cause  too  much  delav.  you  can  return  by  the  way  of 
Montgomery,  [AIa.|  and  ascertain  wliether  there  are  any  articles 
the  naval  store  that  would  be  useful  to  us. 
Very  respectfully, 

Catesbt  ap  R.  Jones, 

Cmnmandant, 
Lieutenant  C.  C.  Simms,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Executiiv-  Officer. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Gift,  C.   S.  J/c 
detaching  him  from  the  Mobile  Squadrwi. 

C.  S.  Navy  Department, 
Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,  Richmond,  Septemher  IS,  1863. 
Sib:  You    are    hereby   detached   from    duty    under    Admiral    F. 
Buchanan,  commanding  naval  defenses  of  Alabama,  and  wil 
forthwith  to  Wilmington,  N.  C,  and  await  orders  from  the 
ment. 
By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitcheix, 

Commander,  in  Charge. 
Lieutenant  for  the  War  Geo.  W.  Gift,  C  S.  Navy, 

Naval  Squadron,  Mobile,  Ala. 


ay  of 
es  i^^— 


Reported  October  4. 


[Euilanenient.) 

J.  Wilkinson, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding,  C.  S.  Naiey. 


Order  of  Brigadier- Geiieral  Bee,  C.  S.  Army,  granting  authority  J 
the  schooner  Santiago  to  cruise  in  aearch  of  Federal  vessels. 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Army  of  Texas, 

Fnrt  Brmm,  Teai.,  Septemh^  J8,  1863. 
By  virtue  of  the  authority  in  me  vested,  you  are  hereby  authorized 
to  cruise  on  the  hi^h  seas  in  the  schooner  Santiago,  under  the  Con- 
federate flag,  and,  m  the  name  of  the  Confederate  States,  to  capture, 
burn,  and  destroy  the  ships  of  the  Government  or  people  of  the' 
United  States  wherever  found. 

H.  P.  Bbe, 
Brigadier-  General,  I^oisional  Army,  C.  S. 
H.  S.  Bell  and  Frank  Bbown. 


4 
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Order  of  Lieutenant-  General  Sviith,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Major-  General 
Magruder,  C.  S.  Army,  reaarding  the  commissioning  as  cntitert 
of  the  vessels  captured  at  Saoine  Pass. 

Headquarters  TRASS-Mississffn  Department, 

Shreveport,  La. ,  Septemher  SO,  186S. 
General:  I  have  a  blank  commission  from  the  Department  at  Rich-1 
mond  to  fit  out  and  send  to  aea  a  cruiser  in  charge  of  some  uaval  offl>j 


cer.    This  was  given  at  the  time  the  ship  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
Grande  was  supposed  to  be  suitable  for  a  war  vessel. 

By  direction  of  Commodore  Brent,  C.  S.  Navy,  and  c^mmnadant  of 
naval  atfair.i  west  of  the  Mississippi,  Lieutenant  Whaiton,  C  S.  Navy, 
proceeds  to  Texas  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  vessels  captured 
at  Sabine  Pass.  I  desire  that  every  facility  should  be  given  Lieuten- 
ant Wharton  for  such  examination,  so  that  in  the  event  of  either  of 
them  being  fitted  for  sea  purposes,  being  of  sufficient  draft  and  too 
deep  for  the  defenses  of  the  channels  on  the  seacoast,  or  not  needed 
by  you  for  that  purpose,  one  or  both  of  them  may  be  commissioned 
as  cruisers  and  sent  to  sea  immediately. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  yours,  et*.;., 

E,  KiBBY  Smith, 

Lieutenant-  Oeneral. 
Major-General  J.  B.  Maqrudeh, 

Commanding  District  of  Texajt,  etc. 


Letter  from- the  (xrinmanding  ojlicer  of  the  Marine  Department,  Texas, 
to  Colonel  Bucket,  C.  S.  Army,  referring  to  the  dispositiott  of  the 
crew  of  the  captured  veaad. 

HEADQUARTERS  MaBINE  DEPARTMENT, 
C.  S.  S.  Clifton.  Sabine  Pass,  October  B,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  dated 
headquarters  Sabine  Post,  October  4,  requiring  statement,  to  forward 
to  the  major -general  commanding,  of  the  object  of  the  flag  of  truce 
signaled  from  the  eneniy's  fleet  off  Sabine  Bar  yesterday  morning,  the 
4tn  instant,  and  which  1  answered  in  person.  Arriving  at  the  neutral 
position  occupied  by  the  truce  twat,  I  met  Mr.  [EzekielD.]  Percy  and 

Mr, -,  of  the  enemy's  gunboat  Cayuga,  who  were  delegated  by 

the  commanding  officer  of  their  squadron  to  enquire  into  the  loss  of 
the  schooner  Manhasaet  and  the  disposition  of  the  crew  by  the  Con- 
federate authorities.  I  informed  Mi'.  Percy  that  the  crew  were  con- 
sidered prisoners  of  war,  to  which  he  politely  advanced  the  rule  of 
nations,  which  he  stated  exempted  shipwrecked  seamen  from  being 
considered  prisoners  of  war,  and  at  liberty  to  be  returned  to  their 
command. 

Having  received  his  views,  I  stated  to  him  I  would  address  the 
commanding  general  a  note  on  the  subject,  and  respectfully  request 
him  to  examine  the  case.  The  Federal  officer  also  handed  me  two 
letters,  accompanied  by  the  sum  of  $lflO,  which  he  desired  to  be  for- 
warded to  Mrs,  Thayer,  of  Calcasieu,  La.  He  was  also  desirous  to 
know  what  time  the  schooner  Manhasaet  went  ashore,  and  whether 
anything  had  been  saved  from  her.  These  questions  I  answered  by 
stating  the  time,  and  also  that  I  had  saved  everything.  These  two 
officers  were  extremely  courteous  and  polite. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
Leon  Smith, 
Commanding  Marine  Department. 

Colonel  A,  BncHEL, 

Co7iimanding  Post,  Sabine. 


Report  of  Colonel  Biwhei,  C.  S.  Army^  teyarding  inoi'fiiient-ii  t 
tvsse/m  at  >S'flJi7(f  Pass. 

HeaDqcarter8  Sabise  Pa88,  Ocioher  IS,  j 

Sir:  Your  telegrams  via  Beaumont  and  Galveston  have  beenreceiTi 
this  morniiiK-     •    •    • 

The  C.  S.  steamer  Sachem  left  yeistfirday  for  Orange.  The  steam- 
boat FloriUia.  was  sent  to  Niblett's  Bluff,  at  the  request  of  Quarter- 
master (H.  B.]  Lee,  to  bring  down  Government  cotton.  She  should 
have  returned  jesterdaj,  but  has  not  reat'hed  here  yet.  The  Uncle 
Bm  was  Bent  direct  from  Beaumont  to  Niblett's  Bluff,  without  touch- 
ing here,  by  orders  from  headquarters,  as  I  understand.  The  steam- 
boat Dime,  the  only  steaml>oat  here,  will  take  Captain  [Andrew] 
Daly's  company  over  to  the  Louisiana  shore  as  soon  as  the  heavv 
northerj  blowing  since  the  receipt  of  your  telegrams,  abates  and  will 
permit  it.  •  *  *  The  C.  S.  gunboat,  J.  A.  Bell,  was  blown  ashore 
lust  below  the  commissary  wharf,  although  she  had  two  anchors  out, 
but  she  will  be  gotten  off  as  soon  as  the  wind  and  tide  change. 

I  respectfully  request  that  instructions  per  telegraph  may  be  seat 
to  the  commanding  officer  at  Niblett's  Bluff  for  the  destruction  of  the 
steamboat  and  other  vessels  lying  in  Lake  Charles,  .ihoiild  the  enemy 
advance  in  force  toward  Niblett'.s  Bluff.  I  shall  forward  the  same 
from  here. 

Two  gunboats  and  one  schooner  reported  outside  the  bar  this  mom- 
ing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Bdchel, 
G>lonel,  Commanding  Post. 

Captain  Edmukd  P.  Turnbb, 

Assistani  Adjutant- General,  Hmistoiv,  Tex. 


Letter  from.  Major-General  2Iagruder,  C.  S.  Army,  to  the  (hnfedi 
ate  commissii/ner  at  London,  transmitting  copies  of  corre^iondt 
■with  the  British  consul  at  Galveston. 

Hdqrs.  District  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Asizoka, 

I/omioii,  Tex.,  October  SS,  186S. 
Sib:  I  send  you  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  theBritiu 
consul  at  Galveston.  In  answer  to  one  from  him,  a  copy  of  which  ii 
enclosed. 

The  consul  is  so  unfair  in  his  statements  a.s  to  justify  on  my  part 
the  belief  that  be  is  trying,  out  of  small  things,  to  create  mischief. 
In  case  this  correaponaence  is  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  English 
Government,  I  beg  that  you  will  make  s-iich  use  of  my  letter  as  n 
»eem  beat. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  Bankhead  Maorudbb, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 
Hon.  James  M.  Mason, 

Confederate  States  Commissioner,  Lojidon,  JSngland, 
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Her  Majesty's  Consclatb, 

Oaleeston,  Octobei-  J,  1863, 

UeneRAl:  I  herewith  transmit  for  your  consideration  a  copy  of  a 
letter  which  waa  yesterday  placed  in  my  hands  by  Mr.  Watson,  the 
owner  of  the  Rob  Roy,  a  British  veasel,  which  has  lately  entered  the 
port  of  Velasco. 

With  reference  to  this  order  of  Colonel  Bates,  permit  me  to  remark 
that,  relyinjr  on  the  iuteginty  of  your  intentions,  and,  if  my  memory 
be  correct,  at  your  request,  I  transmitted  to  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment copies  of"^yotir  proclamation  of  the  20th  of  January  last,  in  which 
you  declare  that  the  ports  of  Lavaca  and  Velasco  have  ceased  to  be 
actually  blockaded,"  and  at  the  same  time  invite  friendly  neutral  nations 
to  resume  commercial  intercourse  with  those  ports. 

The  publication  of  this  proclamatiou  has  induced  many  British  ves- 
sels to  enter  these  ports,  and  it  would  be  an  act  of  deep  deception 
should  they  Vw  induced  to  enter  these  ports,  to  !«  thereafter  forcibly 
detained  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  your  military  defenses. 

I  have  also  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  condition  in  which  the 
ci-ew  of  the  Roh  Roy  are  now  placed.  From  the  treatment  to  which 
British  seamen,  who  have  found  themselves  in-this  State,  have  hitherto 
been  exposed,  1  must  infer  that  but  slight  regard  will  be  paid  to  their 
rights  as  neutrals.  In  January  last  1  was  informed  by  Colonel  Ilebray 
(and  I  at  the  time  believed  the  information  to  be  worthy  of  credence) 
that  the  three  British  seamen  on  board  the  merchant  ship  Cavallo^  cap- 
tured in  this  harbor  on  the  1st  of  Jannar}',  should  be  sent  home  by 
the  way  of  Red  River.  I  now  learn  that  they  have  been  forcibly 
impressed  on  board  the  gunboats  at  Sbreveport,  and  that  one  of  them, 
George  Don,  after  more  than  eight  months'  service,  four  of  which 
were  passed  in  close  detention  on  board  the  CavaUo,  has  l>een  dis- 
charged without  remuneration  and  cast  adrift  in  a  penniless  condition 
to  tind  his  way  home  as  best  he  may,  the  officer  in  command  having 
onl}'  discovered  at  the  expiration  of  eight  months,  when  his  services 
were  no  longer  required,  that  he  was  not  18  years  of  age. 

Of  Abram  McLean  and  William  Carney,  British  seamen,  the  former 
the  subject  of  my  fruitless  and  unacknowledged  remonstrance  to  Major 
Watkins,  of  the  31st  of  March  last,  I  learn  that,  instead  of  a  proper 
investigation  into  the  cause  of  their  forced  enlistment,  which  I  might 
reasonably  have  expected,  they  were  forciblv  removed  to  Shreveport, 
where  the  life  of  Carney  has  been  sacrificed,  and  McLean  discharged 
with  his  health  injured  and  constitution  shattered  from  the  effects  of 
exposure  to  an  unhealthy  and  uncongenial  climate. 

I  regret  that  1  am  compelled  to  refer  to  these  events,  but  as  my  let- 
ters to  Major  Watkins  and  Captain  Turner  have  remained  unnoticed, 
or  turned  over  to  other  departments,  from  which  no  redress  can  be 
obtained,  I  consider  it  proper  to  state  to  you  that  it  has  been  my  duty 
to  report  to  her  Majesty's  Government  that  my  remonstrances  have 
been  fruitless  to  effect  a  due  observance  of  the  rights  of  British  sub- 
jects in  this  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Aethuh  T.  Ltnk, 
Her  Britanni/3  Maje8ty''s  Consul. 

Major-General  J.  B.  Maghuder, 

Commanding  District  of  Tea-aa,  etc. 


I 
I 
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Hdqr8.  Disteict  of  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona, 
Houston,  Tex.,  Ocf-ober '31,  18i 

Sib:  I  am  directed  by  Majov-Gcneral  Magruder,  commanding  this 
district,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant, 
and  though  he  considers  its  tone  and  language  highly  objectionable,  be 
replies  to  it  in  order  that  no  misapprehension  may  exist  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  his  course,  upon  which  the  representation  of  his  country 
abroad  m  some  small  measure  depends.  The  schooner  Rob  Roy  was 
released  as  soon  as  she  was  ascertained  to  be  a  British  ressel.  She 
was  seized  as  a  military  necessity,  to  aid  in  constructing  defences  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Brazos,  in  which  river  she  was  tlien  mng.  Some 
damage  he  is  informed,  may  have  been  done  her  bulwarks  in  prepar- 
ing her  for  the  service.  Colonel  Bates,  the  officer  making  the  im- 
pressment, has  been  directed  to  send  to  these  headquarters  for  payment 
any  just  account  which  may  be  incurred  by  the  captain  for  such  repaii-s 
as  may  be  necessary  to  place  her  in  precisely  the  same  condition  as 
she  was  in  before  the  seizure  and  which  may  be  presented  by  the 
captain. 

The  right  to  make  use  of  foreign  property  in  a  case  of  absolute 
necessity  for  the  safety  of  the  country  is  neither  asserted,  waived,  or 
discussed  in  this  communication,  as  it  has  rarely,  if  ever,  been  exer- 
cised, as  far  as  known,  by  any  officer  of  the  Confederate  Government, 
nor  is  it  contemplated  by  the  commanding  genei'al  of  this  district. 

With  regard  to  the  British  subjects,  said  by  you  to  have  been  cap- 
tured on  the  Federal  coal  ship  CavaUo  at  the  battle  of  Galveston, 
he  desires  me  to  say  that  they  were  captured  in  the  service  of  the 
enemy,  that  vessel  at  the  time  of  her  capture  being  a  coal  tender  to 
the  enemy's  fleet.  He  has  ascertained  tnat  they  voluntarily  enlisted 
in  our  service,  from  which  they  were  discharged  by  Colonel  Cook. 
C.  S,  Army,  at  your  request,  with  a  view  on  their  part,  it  is  believed, 
of  entering  the  Confederate  merchant  service,  in  order  that  they  might 
obtain  higher  wages.  One  of  these  was  seen  a  few  days  ago  on  aCon- 
fedei'Btc  merchant  schooner,  now  in  Sabine  River, 

You  state  that  these  men  were  detained  some  months  on  board  the 
captured  vessel  Cavfdln,  evidently  intending  to  convey  the  impression 
that  they  were  thus  detained  as  prisoners.  You  are  now  informed 
that  they  were  part  of  the  crew  of  that  vessel,  and  then  in  the  Con- 
federate service.  Their  discharge  was  an  act  of  courtesy  to  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  for  surely  none  will  claim  that  a  foreign  government 
has  a  right  to  demand  the  surrender  or  discharge  of  any  of  its  subjects 
serving  with  an  enemy's  fleet  or  army  at  the  time  of  the  capture  of 
such  fleet  or  army. 

As  regards  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  military  authorities  to  pay 
off  these  men,  it  must  have  arisen  from  their  own  neglect  to  present 
their  claims,  perhaps  from  a  want  of  knowledge  of  the  necessary 
forms,  or  from  a  desire  to  lose  no  time  in  securing  their  new  positions. 
One  thing  is  certain,  however,  that  the  troops  and  sailors  in  this  dis- 
trict have  been  paid  off  with  as  much  regularity,  to  the  commanding 
general's  own  knowledge,  as  prevailed  before  the  war  in  the  small  but 
well-disciplined  army  of  the  United  States  to  which  he  belonged.  At 
this  moment  our  troops  and  sailors  are  paid  up  to  the  30th  of  June 
last;  therefore  the  exception,  if  it  really  exists  in  these  cases,  must 
he  duo  to  the  causes  above  mentioned,  or  those  of  a  similar  charact  "^ 
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With  reference  to  the  two  men,  Abram  McLean  and  William  Car- 
ney, the  commanding  general  does  not  believe  that  they  have  been 
forced  into  the  service,  the  life  of  the  one  sacrificed,  and  the  health  of 
the  other  impaired  in  an  uncongenial  climate.  If  these  men  are  in  the 
Navy,  they  must  have  volunteered.  If  they  were  conscripted,  the 
enrolling  officer  must  have  been  satisfied  that  thej  were  citizens  of  the 
Confederate  States,  either  by  birth,  natural izution,  or  domiciliation; 
and  as  it  is  not  always  easy  to  decide  as  to  the  nationality  or  exact 
political  status  of  men  presenting  somewhat  the  same  appearance  and 
speaking  the  same  language,  some  mistake  as  to  these  men  may  have 
occurred.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remark  that  death  is  a  very  com- 
mon event  to  those  in  the  service  of  the  belligerents  on  either  side,  and 
that  it  is  somewhat  unusual  to  indicate  a  responsibility  on  this  account 
on  the  part  of  the  military  authorities  of  the  Confederate  States:,  par- 
ticularly as  the  man  in  question,  whose  health  is  said  to  have  been 
impaired  in  an  uncongenial  climate  and  the  man  whose  life  is  said  to 
have  been  sacrificed,  were  both  stationed  at  Shreveport,  wliich  has 
proved  to  be  perfectly  healthy. 

In  conclusion,  the  commanaing  general  requests  me  to  state  that  he 
shall  always  be  happy  to  have  a  true  representation  of  his  acts  or  those 
of  the  military  authorities  under  his  command  made  to  any  foreign 
government,  and  that  he  has  ever  been  as  careful  to  respect  the  rights 
of  neutrals  as  he  is  resolved  to  defend  his  own  and  those  of  the  coun- 
try he  has  the  honor  to  serve. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respcctfullj,  your  obedient  servant, 

Stephen  D.  Yancey, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Arthur  T.  Lynn,  Esq., 

Her  Britannic  Majesti/s  Consul,  Galvestim,  Tex. 


Report  tif  superintendent  of  transports  regarding  tlie  vessels  of  the 
Marine  Department. 

HEAOgUARTEES   MaRISE   DEPARTMENT, 

Houston,  Octnber  S7,  1863. 

Dear  Sib:  Your  orders,  No.  291,  came  to  hand  this  day,  directing 
me  to  furnish  you  with  a  list  of  transports,  condition,  etc.,  in  the 
Marine  Department.  In  reply  I  would  say  that  the  following  list  will 
give  you  all  necessary  information,  viz: 

Steamer  Sunflower  {c\i&vte,T&A),  now  undergoing  repairs  at  Beaumont; 
will  soon  be  in  running  order;  light  draft. 

Steamer  Grand  Bay  (chartered),  in  the  engineer  department;  not  in 
good  order;  some  work  to  be  done  to  her  heatei-s,  but  can  run  for  a 
short  time;  very  'ight  draft  of  water. 

Steamer  Uncle  Ben  (owned  by  Government),  in  good  order;  now 
running  as  a  transport,  but  of  heavy  draft  of  water,  say  3  feet,  light. 

Steamer  Boebuck  (chartered),  in  verv  bad  order;  not  in  a  condition 
to  run  without  undergoing  heavy  repaira;  hqavy  draft,  eay  3  feet. 

Steamer  Jeff.  Bains  (chartered),  laid  up;  broken  shaft;  not  of  much 
service. 

Steamer  Dime,  tender  to  gunboats;  very  small. 
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SteaniGi'  Island  Oity  (owned  by  Governmcut),  now  runtiiiig  as  r  food 
transport;  not  in  good  order,  but  can  be  run  for  u  few  weeks. 

Steamer  ColwiM  SteU  (owned  by  Government),  now  as  a  transport 
in  the  engineer  department;  in  good  order;  just  repaired;  light  draft. 
Steamer  Lmif:  Star  (chartered),  in  the  engineer  department,  at  ship- 
yard; will  be  ready  to  run  on  next  Friday;  in  very  good  order;  jast 
repaired,  and  very  light  draft  of  water. 
Steamer^.  S,  Muthveu  (chartered)  at  shipyard;  will  be  ready  to  run 
I  on  next  Friday;  in  very  good  order;  just  rejmired,  and  very  light  draft 

I  of  water. 

Steamer  Era  No.  3,  on  the  Brazos  River,  from  Columbia  to  Velasco; 
wants  repairs;  can  run  a  short  time;  light  draft. 
I  Steamer  Zuci/  G-win  (owned  b^  Government),  in  Matagorda  Bav;  in 

I  good  order;  just  repaired;  she  la  under  control  of  Colonel  Brad?ute; 

I  she  is  of  very  light  draft. 

l  I  would  say  that  the  Government  owns  three  barges.     Two  in  good 

!  order;  engineer  department  using  one,  and  the  transport  department 

using  one  for  transportation  of  wood.     The  third  barge   has  to  I 
repaired,  lying  sunk  on  the  flat^  at  Galveston. 

Hoping  this  statement  may  be  satisfactory,  I  remain,  your  obedie 
I  servant, 

L  John  H.  Stebbett, 

I  SupermienderU  of  Tran^ortaA 

I  Captain  Edmund  P.  Tuhnbh, 

■ AmstaiU  Adjutant-  General. 
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Letter  from,  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  War  regarding 
illegal  trade  carried  on  wnder  the  cognizance  of  the  Belgiart  consul  at 
New  Orleans,  ^H 

DePAHTMENT  of  l^ATB,  ^H 

Bichmond,  October  SO,  J8€S^^ 
Sih:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  favor  of  29t^^ 
instant,  encloMn^^  a  report  relative  to  the  trade  carried  on  by  Mr. 
Claiborne  as  agent  of  the  Belgian  consul  at  New  Orleans.  The  trade 
is  one  evidently  illegal,  and  is,  in  point  of  fact,  a  trade  with  the  port  of 
New  Orleans  covered  up  under  the  disguise  of  a  trade  with  neutral 
vessels.  1  think  advantage  might  be  taKen  of  the  facts  stated  in  the 
report  to  draw  the  attention  of  foreign  governments  to  the  breach  of 
blockade  sanctioned  by  the  United  States;  but  for  this  purpose  it  is 
necessary  to  have  the  papers  now  in  possession  of  Mr.  Claiborne, 
proving  the  assent  of  the  enemy's  officers  to  the  shipment  of  the  cot- 
ton, f  would  therefore  respectfully  suggest  that  orders  be  sent  to 
the  military  authorities  at  Mobile  directing  them  to  obtain  these 
papers  for  use  by  the  Government.  I  refrain  from  suggesting  any- 
thing on  the  subject  of  breaking  up  this  illegal  traffic,  as  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  you  have  made  up  your  mind  what  course  to  pursue  q 
that  point. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

J,  P.  Benjaihik, 
Secretory  of  State. 
Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Order  of  Admiral  Buc/tanan,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Midshipman  Svk-^ 
C  S.  Navy,  to  attctnpt  the  destruction  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Colorado  ^ 
Mobih  Bay. 

Naval  Commandant's  OmcE, 

Muhile,  Ala.,  November  9, 1863. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Fort  Morgan  and  relieve  Acting  Masten  _ 
Mate  F.  M.  Tucker  in  command  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Gunnison,  and  proceed 
off  the  harbor  of  Mobile  and  destroy,  if  possible,  the  U.  S.  S.  Colo- 
rado or  any  other  vessel  of  the  blockading  squadron,  taking  with  you 
William  Nl.  Rogers  and  W.  T.  J.  Kerrish.  acting  third  assistant  engi- 
neers.    You  will  exercise  your  judgment  and  £scretion  in  the  per-« 
formance  of  this  duty  and  report  to  me  the  result. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frankk.  Buchanan, 

Admiral,  etc. 
Midsbipniau  E.  A.  Swain,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Mobile,  Ala. 


Mobile,  Novemier  IS,  1863. 
Bennett  will  let  Mr.  Swain  have  Peterson,  or  any  other  suitable  vol- 
unteer -Steersman,  for  the  torpedo  expedition. 

Chas.  McBlair, 

Officer  in  Command, 
Captain  Swain. 


WEST   ODLF    BLO0KA.DIHQ    SQUADKOH. 

Letter fnmi  LU'ittftiant  Beritwtt.,  C.  S.  Nwiyy,  to  MidHhipman- Swain, 
0.  S.  Navy,  sending  a  Heaman  to  assist  in  his  exp^ition. 


C.  S.  S.  GA1NE8,  Naveinler  12,  1863. 
Sib:  I  send  you  John  Evans  (seaman),  who  is  a  volunteer,  and,  I 
think,  a  man  of  nerve  and  courage.     Peterson  Joes  not  volunteer. 
Wiahirif;  you  every  suocef-s  and  a  wafe  return, 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  yuur  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Bennett, 
yirat  Lieutenant,  C'otninanding. 
K.  A.  Swain,  Esq. , 

Commanding  Torpedo  Vessd.,  Navy  Ct/oe. 


Repmii  of  Captain  JFaries,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  operations  near  Red 
liiver  Lai^3n/ngfor  the  purpose  of  restricting  the  movanents  of  Fed- 
eral gunboats  m  the  Mississippi  Rivet: 

Faribs'  Battbrt,  p.  L.  A., 
In  the  Fidd,  near  Hog  Point,  Pointe  Coupee  Parish,  La., 

Noi'em}>er  18,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  following  pieces  were  placed 
in  position  at  Hatt^ry  No.  1,  Hog  Point,  1  mile  below  Red  Hiver  Land- 
ing, on  the  night  of  the  17th  instant:  One  1'2-pounder  bronze  field  gtin 
of  Cornay's  Dsuisiana  battery,  under  Lieutenant  O.  Berwick,  in  the 
upper  gun  pit,  sunk  in  the  batture;  two  3-inrh  Parrott  rifles,  of  Dan- 
iel 9  Texas  battery,  on  the  lower  end  of  platform  built  in  the  angle  of 
the  levee  for  four  field  guns,  forming  a  redoubt,  with  embrasures 
formed  by  gabions,  all  constructed  by  the  company  of  engineers 
attached  to  the  first  division,  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant 
[Alfonso]  Buhlan,  C  S.  Engineers,  by  whom  the  river  was  triangu- 
lated, and  distances  establisned  from  the  batteries,  diagram,s  of  which 
were  furnished  the  officers  of  artillery. 

The  two  3-inch  rifled  guns  of  Faries's  battery  occupied  the  upper  end 
of  platform  in  this  redoubt,  under  First  Lieutenant  .1.  K.  Wincnester. 

At  7  o'clock  this  morning  two  solid  shot  were  lired  from  the 
12-pouuder  field  gun  of  Lieutenant  O,  Berwick's  section  at  a  P'ederal 
transport,  bound  down.  The  fog  bad  not  lifted  sufficiently  to  make 
her  out  distinctly;  she  seemed  to  have  grounded  during  the  night; 
one  shot  missed,  and  the  other,  a  ricochet  shot,  struck  her,  distance 
about  1,{M)0  yards;  she  got  off  and  di.sappeared  in  the  fog  immediately 
after  the  second  shot  was  lired.  The  enemy  replied  to  this  fire  from 
the  8-inch  Parrott  riHe  on  the  ImVge  anchored  near  the  left  bank  of  the 
river,  opposite  Red  River  Landing,  but  not  until  the  fog  had  entirely 
lifted,  two  hours  later.  ■  They  hred  shell  with  15-second  fuze,  but 
directed  at  Battery  No.  3,  some  distance  l>elow  me.  These  shell  all 
passed  to  the  right  of  Battery  No.  3,  and  exploded  in  the  woods  in  the 
rear  of  our  line  of  batteries.  I  desire  to  say  that  no  shell  have  be«n 
furnished  for  the  heavy  IS-pounder  field  gun  of  Cornay's  Louisiana 
batterv,  rendering  the  tire  from  this  gim  much  loss  effective.  It  is 
fumisned  with  solid  shot,  spherical  case,  and  canister,  all  good.  The 
range  of  this  piece  both  above  and  below  is  good. 

At  3  o'clock  p.  m.  to-day  the  guns  of  the  lower  batteries  Nos.  •!  iind 
8  opened  on  the  Federal  giinboiit  -V".  .v,  bound  up.     The  I2-j)oundrr 
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field  ^un,  now  under  Lieuteiuiut  O.  II.  .lunes,  of  Cornay'a  LfOulBiBua 
tmttery.  tired  six  solid  shot,  of  which  four  were  hits,  and  three  spherical 
case,  two  of  which  stnick  her. 

One  solid  shot  waw  6red  from  a  ;i-inch  rifle  of  Lieutenant  J.  K. 
Winchester'a  section  at  the  A'o.  S,  striking  the  iron  covering  of  her 
iKjilers,  but  not  penetrating;  distance,  1,200  yards. 

This  boat  seemed  to  be  injured  to  some  extent.  She  was  laid  up  at 
the  imnk  above  the  barge  containing  the  heavy  rifle  Parrott  guns. 
Iwyond  the  effective  range  of  our  guns,  and  from  the  sound,  after  dark. 
I  concluded  they  were  rppairing  her. 

The  enemy  replied  from  a  'JOO-pounder  and  30-pouuder,  both  Parrott 
riflpj",  on  the  barge  above  us,  also  from  the  ironclad  C/iorf'tir,  near  Red 
River  Landing,  and  the  ironclads  FmuUiti  and  C-uvmhht  from  below, 
creating  a  cross  tire  on  the  point  where  the  vpdoubt  was  built.  The 
Choctaw,  during  the  firing,  left  her  position  above,  and,  passing  down, 
delivered  a  very  heavy  fire  from  her  bow,  side,  and  stern  guns,  enfilad- 
ing for  a  short  time  the  four  rifle  guns  in  the  redoubt.  Captain  \3. 
M.J  Daniel,  the  senior  officer  present,  two  of  whose  guns  occupied  the 
redoubt,  thought  proper  to  order  the  four  guns  away  from  tne  pla1> 
form  in  the  redoubt.  They  were  run  down  the  ramp  to  the  road 
below  and  the  cannoneers  ordered  to  tJike  shelter  in  the  curves  behind 
the  levee.  This  will,  I  trust,  account  for  the  very  limited  numlwr  of 
shots  fired  by  the  guns  usually  under  my  immediate  c-ommand.  The 
firing  by  the  enemy  ceased  about  5  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  ironclads  taking 
their  old  position  at  anchor  1  mile  above  the  redoubt  at  Batterv  No.  1. 
Two  gunboats  from  above  arrived  at  the  anchorage  above  us  about  the 
time  the  three  ironclads  reached  there. 

Most  of  the  shell  from  the  enemy's  guns  exploded  in  the  imiiiet 
vicinity  of  the  five  pieces  at  the  upper  end  of  this  battery. 

I  have  no  casualties  to  report, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  Faries, 
Captain,  Commanditiff  Bntf^ri/. 
J^irst  Brigade  Lom«iana  Infantry,  Second  DirnsUm 

Major  T.  B.  Fbench, 

Chief  of  Artillery  (  Walker^^),  /''/rtt  Infantry  Divhieni. 


TOut  the 
niediatft»  J 


R'Tjmrt  of  Captain  J^ariss,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding  altnts  Jirfd  at  Kttl' 
eral  transport  BlaoJc  ffawl. 

Faries'  Battery,  P.  L.  A.,  ^_ 

/«  M<-  Field,  iitvr  Hog  Point,  Pniiite  Coupee  Paruh,  La.,  ^| 

November  SI,  ■'^^•tJ 
8ik;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  shots  fired  from  three 

fieces  uf  Battery  No.  1.  at  4:30  p.  m.  this  day,  directed  at  the  new 
ederal  transport  Black  Hawk,  bound  down.     She  appeared  lo  be 
well  loaded  with  stores  and  material. 

Piece  No.  1,  a  3-inch  Parrott  rifle  of  Faries'  battery,  two  solid 
shot,  both  hits,  tired  from  the  lower  embrasure  of  the  first  or  upper  gun 
pit  in  the  batture.  She  was  not  well  underway  until  she  haa  cnmc  in 
range  from  the  lower  emltrasuro.  Had  she  been  fired  upon  from  the 
upper  embrasures  she  could  have  returned  to  the  corer  of  the  iron- 
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<:lti()fl  above  atid  wHited  uutil  aome  lime  during  the  night  and  mad«  ths 
passage  of  the  batteries  with  less  risk. 

Piece  No.  2,  a  Id-pounder  bronze  tield  gun,  of  Cornav's  batterj% 
uuder  Lieutenant  O.  H.  Jones,  lired  six  solid  shot,  four  or  which  took 
effect,     Ammiinition  good. 

Piece  No.  3,  a  3-iin£  Parrott  rifle,  of  Faries'  battery,  under  Lieu- 
tenant O.  Berwick,  of  Cornay's  battery,  fired  four  ahell  (time  fuze), 
three  of  which  took  effect,  one  mis.sing  ber.  At  least  three  more  shots 
could  have  been  fired  from  thi.«  piece  out  for  the  failure  of  the  fric- 
tion primers,  none  of  the  same  lot  ever  having  failed  before.  With 
this  exception  the  ammunition  of  the  3-inch  ri^s  is  good. 

The  pieces  under  my  command  at  Battery  No.  1  were,  in  ai-iordance 
with  orders,  withdrawn  at  sunset  and  retired  bv  the  way  of  Red  River 
I^anding  under  a  very  severe  fire  from  all  of  the  ironclads  and  the 
heavy  Pairott  rifles  on  the  barge  anchored  near  the  left  bank  of  the 
river. 

I  have  learned  since  reaching  camp  that  the  steamer  Black  Umak 
was  discovered  to  be  on  fire  as  she  passed  Battery  No.  3,  and  was  run 
into  the  left  bank  below,  where  the  most  of  her  upper  works  were 
destroyed  by  the  tire,  her  hull  alone  being  visible. 

I  have  no  casualties  to  report. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  Fabies, 
Captain,  C'omvi^a/ndi'ng  Bakery^ 
First  Louisiana  Brigade,  Second  Dimsimi. 

Captain  O.  J.  Semmes, 

Commanding  Baiteritm,  Muisi«sij?pi  River. 


Letter  from,  the  Office  of  (h-dmance  and  Hydrographyio  Co^mtiander 
Jones,  C.  S.  Nai'y,  vomrnatiding  Selma  Ordnante  Wtrrks,  regarding 
guns. 

C.  S.  Navt  Department, 
Office  of  Ordnance  and  HrDROORAPHr, 

Richmond,  November  S3, 1863. 
Sir:  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  desires  me  to  say  that  Admiral 
Buchanan^s  contemplated  ©[Mirations  render  it  extremely  desirable 
that  guns  should  be  supplied  him  as  soon  as  practicable.  I  have 
informed  the  Secretary  that  you  were  making  every  effort  to  turn  out 
guns. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  M,  Brooke, 

Commander,  in  charge. 
Cktmmander  0.  ap  R.  Jones, 

Commanding  Na/val  Ordnance  Wtyrks,  Selma,  Ala. 


Order  of  Major- Oeneral  Magrtuiei^  C.  S.  Army,  to  Colonel  Bradfutt, 
C.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Iiidianola,  to  cooperate  with  Colonel 
Smith,  of  the  Marine  Department. 

Houston,  Tex.,  November  26,  1863. 
Sib:  I  have  received  your  cuoimunicatioiL  announcing  the  advance 
of  the  enemy  upon  Saluria.     •    •    • 
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Should  you  bo  threatened  by  the  light-draft  gunboats  of  the  eneu 
from  toward  Coi-pus  [Chriati],  you  will  assemble  me  light-draft  steauiei.  _ 
which  Tou  have,  with  artillerv  and  companies  of  sharpshooters,  and 
place  tnem  at  the  disposal  of  Cotiimodore  Lcou  Smith,  to  attack  the 
enemy's  similar  light-draft  boats.  He  is  sent  down  for  the  purpose  of 
fomnianding  them  and  the  [Jo/m  K]  C'lirr.  Major-Gcneral  Magrucb 
trusts  that  you  will  afford  him  every  facility  that  he  may  require. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Magruder: 

Edmund  P.  Tuhneh, 
Atmintant  Adjutani-  Ge?ier<U, 
Colonel  W.  R,  Bradfute, 

Commanding,  Ijulianoiit,  [7kr,],  I'/tj. 


iMter  from  Measm.  Hite  and  Amtin  to  Major'- General  Ma^  _ 
C.  S.  Army,  proposing  to  make  a  raid  into  Berwick  Bay  or 
rnouth  of  the  Jffissvisippi  Rieer, 

Houston,  Tex.,  Naoetnher  SI,  1863. 
Sir;  We,  the  undersigned,  projxjse  making  a  raid  into  Berwick  Bay 
or  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  Jtivcr  (fitting  out  the  entire  expedition  at 
our  own  expense)  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  one  of  the  enemy's 
transports,  and,  if  successful,  running  her  into  a  Texa»  port,  if  possi- 
ble, or  some  other  Confederate  port,  as  circumstances  may  decide,  and 
will  require  such  papers  as  will  enable  us  to  pass  through  your  lines 
without  having  to  explain  our  business  to  any  subordinate  officer. 

We  will  require  also  from  the  commanding  general  such  papers  as 
will  enable  ua  to  purchase  or  charter  such  a  sailing  craft  as  will  be 
needed  for  the  expedition,  all  such  being  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government  officers  at  Galveston  and  used  as  picket  or  hart>or  police 
boata. 

We  also  obligate  ourselves  to  obtain  all  information  possible  as  to  _ 
the  movements  of  the  enemy's  army  and  navy. 

Hoping  this  will  meet  with  your  early  and  favorable  consideratioik 
we  remam,  ' 

Respectfully,  yours, 

C.  M.  Hite. 
C.  W.  Ausrw. 
Major-General  J.  B.  MAOstTDER, 

Commanding  District  of  Texa*,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona. 

lEndonemeDt.] 

Sir:  I  approve  of  the  within  proposition  by  Messra.  Hite  and  Austinj 
and  would  respectfully  recommend  their  request  be  granted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  t>e,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Leon  Smith, 
ComviandtTiij  Marirte  Department. 
Captain  EnMtraD  P.  Turner, 

Amstant  Adjnta?U-OeniraI. 
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Letter  front  Mensrs.  HiUi  and  Auatin,  appointed  for  epea'al  aermce,  to 
Major- General  Magntd^ir,  C.  S.  Artm,  requesting  hia  approval  of 
tfietr  instruct  10718 from.  VfAonel  Leon,  Smith. 

Houston,  Nbvemhtr  27, 1863. 
Sib:  Enclosed  please  find  an  order  issued  by  Commodore  Smith  for 
U8  to  proceed  on  our  expedition.     Thiw  ord(;r  has  l)een  issued  subject 
to  your  approval,  bj'  receiving  which  we  will,  if  captured,  be  entitled 
to  exchange  as  belonging  to  the  Marino  Department  of  Texas. 

That  portion  which  authorizes  us  to  take  men  from  said  Department 
is  for  show  only,  an  authority  which  we  are  not  to  use. 
Hoping  this  will  meet  with  early  attention,  we  remain. 
Respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

C.  M.  Kite. 

C.  W.  AUSTTN. 

Major-General  J.  B.  Magubdes, 

Commanding  D^istrict  of  Ttican,  New  Jifeatico,  and  Anzona, 


Report  of  Colotiel  Smith,  comt/uinding  Marine  Deportment,  regarding 
operations  vn  the  vicimty  of  Matagorda. 

St&aheb  J.  F.  Cabh, 
Tliree  Miles  from  Matagorda,  November  ."SO,  1S63 — 10  a.  nu 
General:  Colonel  Pyron's  regiment  arrived  hei-e  at  2  o'clock  this 
morning;  Colonel  Woods's  at  «  a.  m.  Captain  Cbesley  has  just 
arrived  from  Lavaca.  HeleftFort  Esperanzaat  10  o'clock"  last  night, 
after  Colonel  Bradfute  and  his  officers  bad  held  a  consultation  and 
concluded  to  evacuate  the  fort.  •  •  •  The  steamers  Carr  and 
Cora  are  here.  '  "  *  I  shall  start  with  the  Carr  immediately  and 
go  to  Lavaca.  1  have  .80  men,  one  18-poiinder  howitzer,  ano  one 
12-pounder  howitzer.  The  steamer  Cora  I  shall  leave  here  to  obstruct 
the  channel  3  miles  below  this  place,  and  also  to  remove  the  cotton 
(2j000  hales)  up  to  the  Cany.  I  have  eleven  small  vessels  here,  and 
wd|  leave  an  officer  to  take  command  of  them,  and  assist  in  obstruct- 
ing the  channel.  He  will  then  take  the  steamer  Cora  and  all  the  ves- 
sels in  the  bay  as  far  up  the  Cany  as  possible,  and  also  obstruct  the 
mouth  of  that  creek. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Leon  Smith, 

Commanding,  I'tr. 
Major-General  J.  B.  Maorvder, 

Commnnd-lng,  etc. 

P.  S. — If  1  find  after  arriving  at  Lavai^a  tliat  the  John,  F.  Carr  can 
do  no  good  as  a  gunboat,  I  shall  take  the  artillery  on  shore  and  send 
the  Carr  above  Texana,  on  the  Navidad. 


Additional  repoi't  of  Colonel  Smith,  commandiny  Marine  Department, 
regarding  operationn  in  the  vieinity  of  Matagordti 

C.  S.  S.  J.  F.  Cabs, 
Four  miles  belojr  Matagmfla,  Tex.,  December  Is  1S6S—12  m. 
Genebal:  Yesterday  I  left  my  moorings  at  4  p.  m.  and  steamed  some 
10  miles  down  the  bay,  when,  as  I  anticipate^!,  I  met  two  of  the 


ememy's  gunbonts  euminjf  up  the  bay,  at  a  distaoce  of  some  4  or  5 
miles  from  me.  I  hod,  as  I  ^stated  in  my  last,  but  30  men,  sent  on 
board  at  Saluiia  in  place  of  30  artilleriNta  that  had  been  drilled  at  the 
guns.  Lieutenaot  [T.  D.]  Woodward,  of  Captain  [John  A.]  Vernon's 
company,  informs  ine  that  Colonel  Bradfiite  sent  10  of  Captain  Rice's 
worst  men,  who  can  not  apeak  a  word  of  Kn^rlish;  the  lialance  of  the 
detachment  from  the  militia,  who  can  not  tell  their  nostrils  from  a 
double-barrel  shotgun,  to  work  the  guns  on  boai-d— 1  12-pounder 
howitjiier  and  1  18-pounder  howitzer.  Believing  it  impossible  under 
the  circumstances  to  lie  successful  in  attacking  the  enemy,  I  rotiinu'd 
again  to  my  foimcr  moorings. 

I  sent  Captain  Sliepuard  to  Matagorda  last  night  at  11  o'clock  to 
bring  down  the  light-araft  vessels  to  lighter  the  Van-  over  the  l«ir  at 
Dog  Island.  He  returned  at  "2  o'clock  this  morning,  when  I  com- 
menced to  take  from  the  Gut  the  provisions  mentioned  in  my  Ittst, 
and  sent  them  to  Matagoida,  retaining  the  steamer  Cora  with  me,  as 
I  fou'id  it  impossible  to  lighter  the  Carr  sufficiently  to  cross  the  Imlt, 
intending,  if  attacked,  to  light  the  enemy  as  long  a.s  1  could,  and, 
not  .'iuccessful,  to  carry  my  men  and  whatever  stores  I  could  up 
Matagorda  on  the  Ci/m,  destroying  the  C'nn:  if  it  became  necessary.. 

This  morning  at  daylight  the  enemy's  gunboats  lay  at  a  distance  of 
3  miles  from  me,  apparently  awaiting  my  advance,  but  did  not 
approach  nearer,  probably  ou  account  of  the  draft  of  water.  They 
can  carry  Hj  feet  to  within  14  miles  of  Dog  Island  Bar,  at  which  plaiofti 
1  am  now  lying,  waiting  for  the  tide  to  get  through. 

At  10  a.  m.  the  enemy's  gunboats  steamed  down  the  bay,  and  at 
moment  are  nearly  out  of  sight. 

Owing  to  the  norther  that  has  been  blowing  for  the  last  three  da; 
the  water  in  the  bay  is  very  low,  which,  I  judge,  has  been  the  cai 
of  the  enemy  not  attacking  me  last  night  or  this  morning. 

I  sent  dispatche.s  to  Colonel  Bates  last  night,  notifying  him  of 
surrounding  circumstances  here.     Have  heai-d  nothing  n-oni  Colonell 
Bradfute  since  my  last.  * 

I  intend,  as  soon  as  I  can  get  above  the  Pass  [Cavallo].  to  obstruet 
it  below  against  the  enemy's  approach  with  King,  Kennedy  &  Co. 'a 
light-draft  steamers.  They  were  probably  posted  yesterday  morning 
by  some  traitors  of  the  Carr  I>eing  up  hero  for  troops,  anil  thought, 
no  doubt,  they  could  "gobble  us  up."  They  no  doubt  know  the 
amount  of  cotton  also  which  is  at  Matagorda,  which  is  now  beii 
rapidly  hauled  off,  and  in  ca.se  they  do  make  a  raid  they  will 
nothing. 

Two  schooners  were  chased  by  the  eneniy's  gunboats  yesterday-; 
evening  on  the  liay  and  no  doubt  have  been  captured. 

If  I  get  the  Ifoat  over  the  bar  to-night  I  will  leave  her  topi-ol 
the  upper  liay.  I  shall  post  you  constantly  of  every  occurrence 
note.  After  getting  everything  straight  here  I  shall  probably  ti 
for  I^avaca  in  a  small  boat. 

I  am,  general,  very  re.spectfuUy,  your  oliedient  servant. 
Lkon  Smith, 
Commavdiiiij  Mnrine  Dejxirtwni 

Miiior-<icneriil    MAuiiiiDER. 


as 


Rep/jrt  (if  Major- GeiienU  Mawry,  C.  S.  Army,  giving  information  of 
eatpected  attack  upon  Mobile  hi/  the  .Federal  f^eet. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

MiJ>He,  Ahi.,  December  11,  1863. 
General:  1  heard  frodi  Havana  on  yesterday  from  Mr,  Helm  that 
the  enemy  is  preparing  a  fleet  in  New  Orleans  to  attack  Mobile  at  an 
(iarlv  day. 

The  Mteamcr  A^ixttn  got  in  safelj'  with  a  valuable  cargo  of  stores. 
*  "  •  Although  1  expect  the  fleet  to  succeed  in  running  past  the 
outer  forta,  I  shall  do  alf  I  v&a  to  prevent  it,  and  to  hold  the  forts  as 
long  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

Dabney  H.  Maort, 
Major-  General,  Communding, 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector-  General,  Richmond,  Va. 


Order  of  Major- General  Magruder,  C  S.  Army. 


Special  Orders,  | 
No.  336.  \ 


Heauquakters  District  of  Texas, 

Hountuny  December  11,  1863. 


XL.  Commodore  [Leon]  Smith  will  proceed  forthwith  to  Galvejston, 
and  take  command  of  all  the  naval  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  that  point. 

By  conunand  of  Major-General  Magruder: 

Edmdnd  p.  Turner, 
Asisistant  Adfu/a?ii- General. 


Seport  of  Captain  Waluhe,  proooat-margkal,  r^ardifig  the  burning  of 
four  vesHels  iniyriffdby  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

District  Lake  Shore,  Louisiana, 
Pkotqst-Marshal's  Office,  Mandeville,  La., 

D^eiiJ,er  n,  1863. 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  burning  of  four  vessels, 
as  per  enclosed  list.  All  were  owned  bv  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  ample  evidence  was  found  on  each  of  them  to  prove  the  fact  of 
illegal  trade,  as  also  of  their  having  been  (if  not  at  tne  time  of  burn- 
ing) in  the  employ  of  the  United  btates  Government.  The  nature  of 
the  country  (swamps),  as  also  the  want  of  transportation  and  danger 
of  being  cut  off  by  the  enemy,  prevented  the  saving  of  sails  and  other 
valuable  property.  A  few  new  ropes  and  four  compasses  were  brought 
awav,  ana  are  now  subject  to  your  orders. 

Tlie  party  that  made  the   arrt'sts  and  seizures  were  of  Captain 
Greenlee's  company  and  under  the  personal  command  of  that  officer. 
I  have  all  the  papers,  and  will  send  full  copies  if  required,     *     *     * 
Very  reapectfullv, 

B.  T.  Walshe, 
Captain  and  Proroift-M<rrshiiI . 
Colonel  EwELL. 

CkUfof.Slaf. 


I 
J 
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District  of  Lake  Shore,  Louisiana, 

Phot 08T- Marshal's  Office, 
M<inflfm.lh;  December  IS,  18i 

CoiflNEL:  The  following  are  tlie  names  of  bargea  and  s<'h 
burned  on  the  10th  and  11th  instant: 

Hciiooner  Josej)/iitie  Trin'i'/h,  37  tons;  owned  hj-  Joseph  I^ewis,  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  Government.  Found  on  board  a  uontnwt 
with  the  United  States  {Joverument,  signed  by  Joseph  Lewis,  owner 
of  schooner  Josephine  TruxiUo.  Had  a  permit  to  come  for  a  load  of 
wood  and  charcoal. 

Barge  Steplietiy^  26  tons;  owned  by  Hypolitc  Cousin  (a  man  of  color), 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  Papers  and  appeaninces  of  vessel 
showed  her  to  have  taken  cattle  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  Had  a 
permit  to  come  for  a  load  of  cattle  and  wood. 

Bareo  Helena.  33  tons;  owned  by  (loorgc  Bernes,  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States.  Pupers  showed  that  the  vessel  had  (under  present 
owner)  been  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States  Government.  Had 
permit  to  come  for  a  load  of  spars  and  wood. 

Schooner  Sarah  /linden,  -IS  tons;  owned  by  Juan  Sanchez,  a  citizen 
of  the  United  Slates,  Had  a  permit  to  take  a  loHd  of  bricks  to  Ship 
Island  and  return  with  a  load  of  wood  to  New  Orleans.  Papers  showed 
that  bricks  were  for  United  States  Government, 

The  vessels  were  burned  at  the  following  points  and  at  the  hour  set 
opposite  their  respective  names: 

On  Bayou  Iiaconib,  schooner  Trti.riUo,  4  p.  m.,  December  10,  1863; 
bai^  Stepheiiy,  5  p.  m,,  December  10,  1863. 

On  Bayou  Bonfouca,  schooner  Bladen,  4  a.  m.,  December  11,  H 
barge  Mdena,  1  a.  m.,  December  11,  1863. 

B.  T.  Walshe, 
Captain  and  Pfimoat-Morshal,', 

Colonel  EwKLL,  Chkf  of  Staff. 
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Semiofficial  letter  from  Admiral  Buchanan,  C.  8.  Nam,  to  Commander 
Jones,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Selma  Ordnance  Worka,  regarding 
gunafor  tJie  C.  S.  S.  Tennessee. 

Mobile,  Decemher  75,  [1863], 
Deiab  Joneb:  Your  letters  have  reached  me.  The  iron  for  the 
bands  left  here  some  daj's  since.  The  screw  has  arrived  safe.  The 
mates  you  can  not  have;  we  require  them  here.  The  TeimesseeviW 
carry  a  battery  of  two  7-incli  Brooke  guns  and  four  broadsides,  6.4  or 
9  inch,  I  prefer  the  latter,  >iut  will  take  any  I  can  get.  The  7-inch 
carriages  and  circles  are  nil  ready,  waiting  for  the  guns.  When  will 
you  send  themf  No  officers  or  men  yet  for  her.  Will  try  the 
machinery  to-morrow  or  next  day.  I  wish  Simms  and  yourself  wei-e 
with  me.  Tell  Simms  I  want  him  us  executive  officer,  if  he  don't  get 
a  command.  The  sooner  she  is  below  the  shoul  water  the  better. 
There  is  a  great  scarcity  of  officers,  and  I  know  not  where  I  will  get 
them.  I  have  sent  on  the  names  of  400  men  who  wish  to  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  Aimy  to  the  Navy,  and  have  received  only  aboujj 
twenty. 


General  Maury  baa  written  to  the  War  Department  about  Colonel 
White,  and  sent  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  him.  I  wish  you  had  the 
assistance  from  the  Army  I  have.  Your  work  would  progress  more 
rapidly  &nd  satiufat-torily. 

Let  me  know  when  1  shall  have  the  gans. 
Iffigards  to  Fahs,  his  lady,  [and]  Simms. 
Truly,  etc., 

FbaNKUN  Bl'OHANAS. 

Captain  0.  ap  R.  .Tones,  C  S.  Navy, 

Tell  Farrand  all  the  work  on  the  Nashville  is  stopped  for  want  of 
money  and  materials.     Neither  of  the  contractors  is  here. 


Letter  from  Comtna'ndant  Naval  Gun  Fmindry  and  Ordnance  Woi-k», 
Sdma,  to  Admiral  Buchanan,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  prepara- 
tion of  ffUfU). 

Natal  Gdn  Foondrt, 

Se/,mn,  December  17, 1863. 
Mr  Dear  Admiral:  Yours  of  the  15th  was  received  this  morning. 
I  was  not  before  aware  what  guns  were  wanted  for  the  Tenn^see.  1 
hope  to  have  the  two  Vll-inch  for  her  readv  bj-  New  Year,  and  if  they 
are  not  to  be  proved  by  me  they  can  be  snipped  to  Mobile  then.  I 
expect  uftei'warda  to  turn  out  one  a  week  {we  ought  to  turn  out  one  a 
dav).    The  only  classes  we  are  making  are  Vll-inch  and  e.l-inch. 

The  bands  now  delay  us;  each  gun  has  nine.  We  are  working  on 
them  night  and  day,  and  to  stimulate  the  mechanics  I  pay  them  by 
the  job.  We  can  only  turn  off  on  the  inside  and  pass  two  a  day;  they 
are  then  put  on  the  guns  and  turned  otT  on  the  outride.  The  gun.'j  are 
then  taken  out  and  the  outer  bands  put  on,  and  the  gun  is  again 
returned  to  the  mill  in  order  to  have  the  exterior  of  the  outer  band 
turned  off. 

1  hod  hoped  to  have  seen  Colonel  Burnet  a  second  time.  He 
informed  me  that  they  were  badly  .supplied  with  heavy  projectiles.  I 
intended  to  have  offered  to  have  made  them,  if  he  could  send  the 
molds.  All  that  General  Maury  could  send  would  be  exclusively 
employed  on  heavy  projectiles  for  him.  Should  you  think  proper, 
you  can  make  the  offer  to  General  Maury. 

Simms  and  I  would  both  gladly  join  you.     Strange  that  the  Army 
disregard  the  law  requiring  the  transfer  of  men.     What  will  you  do 
for  a  crew?     Theyoughtto  be  drilling  now.     *     *     * 
Yours,  very  truly, 

Catesby  ap  K.  Jongs. 
Admiral  Bdciianan, 

Mobile. 


Letter  from.  Admiral  Bvchanuv,  C.  S.  Navy,  tii  the  C'nnmandani 
Naval  Gun  Foundry  and  Ordnance  Works,  Selma,  regarding  tK» 
readiness  of  the  C.  A.  ram  Tennessee  for  guns  andereiv.  "" 

Mobile,  Decern^  SI,  1863. 
D&AB  Jonkb:  Yours  of  the  l7th  instant  reached  me  a  day  ort' 
siDce,     1  told  the  general  what  you  said  about  the  projectiles,  and 
will  Hend  you  the  molder;*  if  he  I'uii  tind  them  in  his  command. 

Have  you  received  any  orders  from  Bi-ooke  about  the  puns  for  the 
Tennessee!'  She  is  all  ready  for  officers,  men,  and  guns,  and  has  l>een 
so  reported  to  the  Department  many  weeks  since,  but  Done  have  I 
received.  Mitchell  writes  me  that  he  has  no  officers  to  send  me,  unless 
they  are  taken  from  important  stations;  so  we  go.  The  circles  are  all 
ready  for  the  7-inch  guns,  and  rs  Mr.  Mnllory  informed  me  that  yi 
were  to  make  some  of  the  guns  I  hope  you  will  soon  send  some.  I  at.^ 
not  heard  who  is  to  command  her.  As  McBlair  is  an  applicant  I  tbi 
it  probable  he  will  get  her.  1  wish  yourself  and  Simms  were  her^ 
ana  have  so  informed  Mitchell.  Tell  me  when  I  may  expect  the  guaa,T 
Regai-ds  to  all  friends. 

Truly,  etc.,  in  much  haste, 

Franklin  Bcchanan. 
Captain  C.  ap  R.  Jones,  C  S.  Navv, 

Skma. 


the^l 


Zeiterjiwn  Command^tnt  Naval  Gun  Fmmdry  and  Ordnance  Wor. 
Sdma,  to  Admiral  Btichanan,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  guns. 

Naval  GmJ  Foundby, 

Sehna,  December  2^,  186S, 

Mt  Dear  Admiral:  Yours  of  the  2l8t  was  received  this  morning. 

1  have  had  no  instructions  as  to  the  disposition  of  our  gims,  but 
shall  send  the  two  Vll-inch  to  you  as  soon  a-s  they  are  ready.  Since 
writing  to  vou  1  have  been  directed  to  prove  the  gun,  which  will  prob- 
ably extend  thL>  time  a  week  or  so.  I  think,  however,  you  may  confi- 
dently i-ely  upon  having  the  guns  by  the  10th  of  next  month  shoiikt' 
they  stand  the  proof. 

I  hope  after  the  two  Vll-inch  are  finished  to  turn  out  at  lea.<^t  one 
a  week.  In  the  absence  of  orders  I  will  send  them  to  you  should  you 
desire.  It  will  be  a  month  I)efore  we  have  a  6,4-inch  ready.  The 
first  seven  guns  turned  out  will  be  Vll-inch.  1  was  informed  that  the 
Vll-inch  were  most  needed.  Since  receiving  your  letter  relating  tQ 
the  Imttery  of  the  T-'nnennef  I  have  cast  6.4-inch  guns, 

We  had  an  awident  that  might  have  been  very  serious.  An  exi>lo-' 
sion  took  place  whilst  attemptmg  to  i^ast  the  bottom  section  of  a  gun 
pit.  The  foundry  took  fire,  but  was  promptly  extinguished.  Fortu- 
nately but  two  of  the  molds  were  burned.  I  had  a  narrow  escape:  my 
hat,  coat,  and  pants  were  burned.  Quite  a  loss  in  these  times,  with 
our  depreciated  currency  and  fixed  salaries.  As  a  large  casting 
never  made  without  my  bein^  present,  I  consider  my  lite  in  greal 
danger  here  than  if  I  were  in  command  of  the  Tenntssei,  thoiigl_ 
should  expect  hot  work  in  her  occasionally.  What  cbaace  have  f  ft 
her} 
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WEST   GHLF   BLOCKADING    SQUADRON.  859 

Colonel  [J,  L.]  White  sent  for  the  iron  to-day  for  the  bands  of  guns. 
I  have  given  him  as  much  as  he  can  work  in  six  weeks  and  may  then 
have  more  for  him.     What  of  the  noiachinery,  etc.,  at  Pascagoula? 
Yours,  very  truly, 

Catesby  ap  R.  Jones. 
Admii-al  Buchanan, 

Mobile^  Ala. 


Report  of  Colonel  Luckett^  C.  S.  Army^  rega/rding  shots  fired  at  Con- 
federate hatter^ies  hy  Federal  gwnhoat  off  San  Bernard  River. 

Headquarters  Post  of  Velasco,  Tex., 

-December  29,  1863. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  steam  gunboat  was  dis- 
covered this  mornine  about  12  m.  oflf  the  mouth  of  the  San  Bernard. 
After  firing  a  few  shots  there  she  lowered  her  sails  and  steamed  up 
opposite  our  batteries  and  fired  eight  shots,  all  of  which  fell  short 
ana  were  not  answered  by  our  ffuns.  She  then  put  about,  hoisted  her 
sails,  and  soon  disappeared  to  tne  westward. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

r.  N.  Luckett, 
Colonel^  Commariding. 
Captain  L.  G.  Aldrich, 

Assistant  Adjutant- OeneraL. 
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A.  Hopkins,  Brig.    Mentioned 126, 189 

A.  8.  Buthven,  Confederate  steamer.    Mentioned 846 

Abbott,  John  C.     Mentioned 15, 64, 61 

Abercrombie,  Leonard  A.     Mentioned 566, 658 

Acklin,  J.     Mentioned 28,33,203,765,767 

Active,  Sloop.    Capture  of,  June  21, 1863 390 

Adams,  Oharles  A.     Mentioned 603 

Adams,  Charles  Francis.    See  GrecU  Britain,  U.  S.  minister  to, 

Adams,  Enos  O.     Mentioned , 249, 282 

Adan}8,  Henry  A.    Mentioned 671 

Adams,  Henry  A. ,  jr. 
Correspondence  with 

D'Oyiey,  N 388 

Hamilton,  J.  R 387 

Pennington,  L.  W 411 

Mentioned 202,282,423,426,427,435,440,490 

Reports  of. 

H.  McGuin,  Barge.    Capture  of 399 

Mississippi  City,  Miss.    Expedition  to,  under  flag  of  truce 602 

Mississippi  Sound.    Operations  in 166, 405, 406 

Ship  Island,  Miss.    Operations  at 370 

Adelaide,  British  schooner.    Mentioned 668 

African  slave  trade.    See  Slave  trade, 

Aiken,  Edmund.     Mentioned 481 

Ajax,  British  steamer.    Mentioned 374 

Alabama,  C.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 190,673,584 

Search  for 96,97 

Alabama,  Confederate  schooner.    Capture  of,  April  18,  1863 144, 145 

Alabama,  Confederate  steamer. 

Capture  of,  September  12,  1863 684,706,726 

Mentioned 412,586,632,696,706 

Alabama,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 97,649 

Alamo,  Confederate  steamer.    Mentioned 835, 837 

Albatross,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 3,10,12,13,16,17, 

20,  24,  29,  30,  33,  36, 39, 41, 46-49, 64, 63, 64,  74,  76, 78-82, 86, 178, 188,  ' 
203,  204,  206-208,  282,  353,  367,  372,  391,  426,  469,  470,  475,  510,  652, 
564, 590, 626, 635, 653, 711, 763,  764-769,  772,  774, 782, 784, 788, 789, 803 
Operations  in  Mississippi  River. 

Above  Port  Hudson,  La.,  March  15  to  May  6,  1863 3-93 

At  Grand  Gulf,  Miss 805,806 

Orders  for  movements 74, 344, 688,  724,  729 

Reconnoissance  in  Red  River  and  engagement  with  Confederate  vessels, 

.   May  3-5,  1863 78-83,90-93,294,295 

Yellow  fever  on  board  of 628,637 

861 
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Albert.     See  Wenona^  Schooner, 
Alden,  James. 

Correspondence  with 

Banks,  N.  P 226,241,24^-245,247,249,323,324 

Dwight,  William 240 

Farragut,  D.  G 54-56,  62,  64,  65,  76,  189,  207,  236,  239,  250,  316 

Grover,  Cuvier 223 

Irwin,  Richard  B 324 

Morris,  Henry  W 49 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 421 

Palmer,  J.  S 213,244 

Mentioned 38, 48, 50,  72,  77, 101, 136, 179, 188, 192, 206,  218, 

237, 254, 256, 258, 282, 310, 340, 355, 396, 421, 433, 439, 776, 783,  793, 800 
Reports  of. 

Port  Hudson,  La. 

Opening  of  communication  with  D.  G.  Farragut  above 67 

Operations  at 97-99,161,178 

Siege  of 2l3,246 

Aldrich,  L.  G.,  Correspondence  with 

Buchel,  Augustus 750 

Luckett,  P.  N 859 

Alema,  Frank.    Mentioned 355 

Alexander,  Charles.    Mentioned 352 

Alice,  Steamer.    Mentioned 182,194,624,707,728 

Alice  McQuig^n,  Schooner.    Movements  of,  in  Mississippi  Sound 639, 640 

Allen,  George  D.     See  Key  West,  Fla.,  Prize  comrnxmoner  at, 

Allen,  Pickering  D.     Mentioned 108-1 11 

Allen,  W.  N. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  New  London 599 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Raton  del  Nilo,  December  3,  1863 707 

Alliance,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.     Mentioned 163, 164 

Allis,  Bichard  T.     Mentioned 43 

Alston,  William.     Correspondence  with  E.  P.  Turner 748 

Alvarez,  Lucio.     Mentioned 194 

Amelia  Ann,  Schooner.     Capture  of 688, 689 

America,  Schiwner.     Capture  of,  August  27, 1863 486-489 

Amite  Biver,  Louisiana.     Destruction  of  U.  S.  S.  Barrataria  at  mouth  of, 

April7,  1863 123-126,811 

Ammons,  J.  B.     Mentioned 281 

Anderson,  Master.     Mentione^l 385 

Anderson,  Bobert.     Mentioned 167, 168 

Anderson,  William.     See  WUliavi  G.  Anderson^  U.  S.  bark. 

Andrews,  Captain.     Mentioned 156 

Andrews,  Edwin  N.     Mentioned 542 

Andrews,  George  C.     Mentioned 809 

Andrews,  George  L. 

CorreFpoiulcin'e  with  James  iS.  Palmer 196 

Mentioned 768 

Andrews,  George  W.     Mentione<l 22 

Andrews,  John  A.     Mentioned 543 

Angel,  Henry.     Mentioned 365 

Anglo-American,  Steamboat.     Mentione<i 236, 239, 241-,  306^  30i) 

Anita,  Confederate  schooner.     Capture  of,  October  27,  1863 650 

Annie  Lewis,  Coal  schooner.     Mentione<l 647, 654, 672, 686, 701 ,  702 
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Antona,*  British  st^jamer.     Mentioned 138, 146, 146, 1(55, 172 

Antona,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 388, 454, 455, 698,  734 

Mentioned ....  205, 252, 277, 282, 367, 389, 403, 407, 425, 445, 459, 466, 475, 510, 671 , 

686,  702,  710,  726,  733,  736, 761-763, 777,  778, 787, 788,  790,  795-799 

Orders  for  movements 283, 370, 387, 402, 431, 433, 462, 677 

Roath,  W.  D.,  appointed  to  command 426 

Seizure  of  commanding  officer  of,  from  a  Mexican  vessel,  by  Confederates, 

July  24,  1863 413-418 

Sinking  of  U.  S.  S.  Sciota  by,  July  14,  1863 388,391,396 

Zerega,  A.  L.  B. ,  ordered  to  relieve  W.  A.  Maine  of  command 670 

Antonio,  Antoine.     Mentioned 729, 730 

Apperson,  W.  W.     Mentioned 358 

Aransas  Pass,  Texas. 
Blockade  of. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  H 93,320 

MuUany,  J.  R.  M 143 

Report  of  H.  H.  Bell 407 

See  also  St,  Joseph^ m  Island^  Tex. 

Engagement  with  battery  at,  July  3,  1863.     Report  of  E.  W.  Henrj' 384 

Occupation  of,  by  Federal  forces,  November  17,  1863. 
Communications  from 

Banks,  N.  P 680 

Bee,  H.  P 684 

Tarver,  E.  R • 682,683 

Flags  of  truce. 

Detention  of  bearer. 683-686 

Killing  of  bearer 697 

Reports  of 

Bee,  H.P 683,684 

Bell,  H.  H 679,700 

Mann,  Walter  L 684 

Ransom,  T.  E.  G 681 

Strong,  J.  H 679 

Aransas  Pass,  Texas,  Commanding  officer  of  XT.  8.  forces  at.    Corre- 
spondence with  H.  P.  Bee 684 

Archer,  James  J.     Mentioned 386 

Argosy,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 687,688 

Argus  Eye,  Coal  schooner.     Mentioned 497, 593 

Aries,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 514 

Arizona,  U.  S.  S. 

List  of  prisoners  captured  from 468 

Mentioneil 42,59,62,72-75,77,106,131,134, 

135,  137-139,  153,  154,  161,  178, 179,  187,  203,  208,  217,  227,  230,  238, 
241, 252,  262,  264,  282,  331,  367,  376-379,  391, 425,  470,  475,  506,  514- 
519,  521-524,  526-533,  536-541,  543,  544,  546-549,  551-.554,  556,  559, 
565, 600, 622, 638, 639, 644, 672, 679,  708-710, 713, 715, 716, 732, 768,  774 

Movements  of 397,400 

Operations. 

I n  M  issisi^ippi  River 234, 24^251, 254,  :^66 


*  Captured  January  6, 1868.    Afterwards  U.  8.  S.  Antoua. 


'  iSde: 

Arizona,  V.  8.  S.— Ointinneil. 

In  vicinity  of  Berwick  Bay,  La.    See  BulU-a-la-Itmit,  ha.     Caplun  of, 
April  to,  186S.     AIbo   Qmo,  of  the   We»l,   C.   S.   S.     Dentruniim  of, 
April  14,  186S. 
Off  Sabine  Paas,  Texas.    See  Sabine  Pa»i,  Tej-.    Joint  erpedilitm  agaiml, 
September  7-S,  1863. 

Onler  for  dispoflition  of  property  on  board  of,  taken  from  planCationa 606 

Orders  for  movement 68. 74, 207, 211),  376,492, 516, 726 

Beconnoisaance  in  Red  River  and  enftagement  with  Confederate  ve^self, 

May  3-6.  1863 78-83. 90-93. 21M.29((U 

Upton,  D.  P.,  restored  to  command.. 

Yellow  fever  on  board  of 

Arkansas,  U.  S.  8. 

Mentioned -- 639. 634.641, 644,654.685, 710, 713, 7 

Movemente  of.. 

Ordpra  for  movementa 484, 4S5, 564, 7( 

Ami8.  ammunition,  etc- 

Shiptnent  of,  into  Confederate  Hlutee  from  abroad.     See  Blockade  rannerg 
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pliee  of. 
Communications  from 

Bell,  H.H 

Brooke,  John  M  ... 

Buchanan,  Franklin S56,8f 

Jones,  Catefiby  apR 857,8! 

Navy  Department,  D.  H 408  I 

Orders  and  inBtructions,  CateabyapR.  Jonea 

Reports  of 

Humphreys.  F.  C 

Starrett.  Adrian  C 

White,  J.  L - 

Armatrong, .     Mentioned 

Arnold,  Richard.     Mentioned 173,2S6,23G,!S7.2 

Aroostook,  U.  I 

Captures  made  by 176.176.278,696  | 

Hatfield,  Chester,  appointed  to  command.. 

Mentioned 170,197, 

282.397.436,481,592,597,627,671,686.683.701.710,713,724,  76«  ] 
Arthur,  TJ.  S.  bark. 

Condition  of 

Mentioned - 103,120,282,372,469,642.753-765  ] 

Orders  for  movemenla 93, 9&  1 

Artiat,  British  schooner.    Capture  of,  Augnit  15,  1863 461  ] 

Ashton,  Alexander.     Mentioned.. 

AaaiBtant  Secretary  of  the  Navy.     Mentioned 30D.f>79  ] 

See  alsu  Fox,  G.  V. 
Atchafalaya  Biver,  Louisiana.    Operationa  in.    Bee  Bemiifk  Bay.  Loaitiann. 
OpcruUont  in  ru-ijiify  «/.     Also  Diana,  U.  S.  S.     Capture  of,  March  tS,  1883. 

Atkina.  Charles.     Mentioned 

Atkinson,  Arthur  H.     Mentioned 613,613   I 

Atlanta,  ('.  8.  S.    Mentioned 300 

Atlantic,  Britii'h  brig. 

Mentioned 182,453 
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Atlantic,  British  brig — Continned.  Pa«e. 

Seizure  of,  August  10,  and  recapture  of,  August  23, 1863. .  446-462, 477-480, 611, 727 

Attenborough,  Henry.     Mentioned 340 

Augur,  ChriBtopher  C. 
Correspondence  with 

Banks,  N.  P 57,61 

Farragut,  D.  P 66,61,208 

Mentioned 49, 60, 65, 66, 186, 189, 196, 206, 209, 268, 787, 788, 790, 793 

Austin,  Steamer.    Mentioned 707,728,866 

Austin,  C.  W. 

Ck)rre8pondence  with  J.  B.  Magruder 862, 863 

Mentioned 847 

Autocrat,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 12, 13, 16, 17, 19, 20, 23, 29, 31, 32, 51, 62 

Axelson, .    Mentioned 666 

Babcock,  Claude.     Mentioned 577 

Bagby,  Arthur  P.     Mentioned 820 

Bagley,  William.    See  William  Bagley,  Steamer, 

Bahama  Islands,  Oovemor  of.     Mentioned 97 

Bailey,  Francis  H.     Mentioned 152 

Bailey,  George  H.     Mentioned 669 

Bailey,  Theodorus. 

Correspondence  with  D.  G.  Farragut 157, 278 

Mentioned 97, 722, 723 

Bailey,  William.    Mentioned 168 

Baird,  George  W.    Extract  from  diary  of. 

March  28-29,  1863 * 113 

April  14,  1863 137 

April  20.  1863 164 

Baker,  Daniel.    Mentioned 643 

Baker,  Edward.     Mentioned 146, 714, 716 

Baker,  J.  8.    Mentioned 228,230,534,606,622,632 

Ball,  Hutchings  &  Co.     Mentioned 116, 117, 749 

Baltic,  C.  S.  ram.     Mentioned 699,706 

Banks,  General.     See  General  Banks,  U.  S,  Army  transport. 
Banks,  Nathaniel  P. 
Correspondence  with 

Alden,  James 226, 241, 243-245, 247, 249, 323, 324 

Bell,  H.  H 434,491,621,638,647,680,737 

Cooke,  A.  P 165,188 

Drew,  C.  W 236 

Eaton,  WilUamB 242 

Emory,  William  H..251, 292, 293, 305, 306, 311-313, 321, 323, 328, 332, 345, 346 

Farragut,  D.  G 45,46,58,63,68,72,73,75,172,173,186, 

189, 211-220, 222-231, 235, 237, 242,  256,  260-262,  304,  309,  331,  375,  376 

Franklin,  VV.  B 527,632 

Grant,  U.  S 6,8,69 

Grover,  Cuvier... 106,224 

Jenkins,  T.  A 231,338,374,377 

Morris,  H.  VV •. 121 

Palmer,  J.  S 178, 196, 207, 210, 212, 222, 233, 242, 260, 262 

Peck,  Fran k  H 379 

Sage,  C.  H 236 

Sherman,  Thomas  W 103 

Walke,  Henry 174 
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take,  Nathaoiel  P.~l.^)RtiDDed. 
Correspondence  with 

Washburn,  C.  C - 697. 7|| 

WeiUel,  GixitrBy 

Mentioned 3,5,7-10,12, 14.25,  »♦,■ 

39,  42,  47-49,  &4,  65,  57,  59,  62,  67,  fl9-71, 73, 76-78, 103, 105, 107.  108, 
121,  131, 132,  134,  13S,  157.  160,  1S7, 1S8,  196,  202,  203,  206-209,  221, 
232,  2M,  237,  238,  241,  246,  249,  251-267,  260,  263,  266,  272,  307,  SIO. 
313,  316,  326.  328,  331,  332,  335,  338,  340,  341,  366.369,372,375,377, 
391,  .192,  394,  395,400,410,435,  437-^39,  441.  455,  490-496, 515, 61B, 
554,  566.  606,  629,  636,  637,  639,  643,  644,  648,  652, 663, 666, 667, 670, 
672,673,679.680,  682,  684,685,  689,  681,695,700,702,716,719,760, 
768.  769,  771,  773,  774,  779-781,  786,  791,  795-797,  800,  801,  803,  804 
Beporta  of. 

B»youTeche,  Is.     Proposetl  opera tions  on  , 60 

Department  of  the  GnK.     Joint  operations  m,  Pebroary  to  July,  1863.       263 

Fort  JackBon,  La.     Mutiny  at 717 

Port  HudeoD,  La.     Proposed  operations  against 185, 186 

Sabine  Pass,  Tei.    Joint  expedition  Ui,  September  7-8.  1863 532-536 

West  Louii'iana.     Operations  in 65, 69, 138 

Barbadoea,  West  Indies,  Oovemor  of.     Mentioned 97 

Barker,  J.  T.    Correspondence  with 

Farragut.  1).  ti 230 

.lenltinB,  T,  A 330 

Barnes,  J.  D.     Mentioned 767 

Barney,  Joaeph  N. 
Correspondence  with 

Hunter,  W,  W 811,815,816,822 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 805 

Scurry,  W.  R 808,817 

Sulakowski,  Victor 805,816 

Mentioned 161,810,813,814 

Relieved  of  command  of  C.  B.  8.  Harriet  Lone 807 

Baron  DeKall),  U.  S.  8.     Destruction  of,  by  torpedo 303.394,400 

Barrataria  (or  391),  U.  6.  8. 

Destruction  of,  April  7,  1863.    Keporte  o( 

Clark,  ThouiaaS 125 

Herren,  Gadi 126 

Morria,  Henry  W l:»,  131 

Pemberton,  J.  C - 811 

Perkins,  James  F 123 

Mentioned 103 

Bartlett.  John  K.     Mentioned 279,768 

Barton,  John  T.     Mentioned 182 

Batchellor,  Oliver  A,    Mentioned 369 

Bates,  Joseph.     .Mentioned 843,844,854 

Baton  Rouge,  La.     Operations  at,  order  of  George  F.  Emmons 411 

Battle,  James.     Si'c  Jama  Baltle,  Sttamer. 

Baxter,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 683,685,586 

Bay  St.  Louis,  Hiss.     Expedition  to,  Octolwr  15,  1863.    Report  of  F.  M. 

Grove 630 

Baym.  Oliver.     Mentioned 598 

Bayou  Bonfouca,  La.     Burning  of  vessels  in.     Reportof  B.  T.  Walshe..  856,85*! 
Bayou  City,  C.  8.  S.     Mentioned 288,765-767,761,809,830,831,835,847 
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VBge. 

Bayou  Lacomb,  La.     Burning  of  vessels  in.     Report  of  B.  T.  Walshe 855, 856 

Bayou  Lafourche,  Louisiana.    Operations  on.     Report  of  T.  A.  Faries 381 

Bayou  Plaquemine,  Louisiana.     See  Plaquemines  La.    Attack  ouy  June  78, 

1863.  , 

Bayou  Sara,  Louisiana. 

Operations  at.    Order  of  J.  S.  Palmer 219 

Property  captured  at.     Report  of  D.  G.  Farragut 700 

Bayou  Teche,  Louisiana. 

Operations  in.     See  Berwick  Bay,  La.     Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Proposed  operations  on.     Report  of  N.  P.  Banks 50 

Beal,  Jerome.     Mentioned 598 

Beall,  WilliamN.lt.     Mentioned 269 

Beals,  Horace.     See  Horace  Beah,  V.  S.  barkeniine. 

Beardsley,  Qeorge  T.     Mentioned 542 

Beardsley,  Bobert. 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell 276,280 

Mentioned 286,288,757 

Beatty,  Dr.     See  Dr.  BeaUy,  Confederate  steamer. 

Beauregard,  General.     See  General  Beauregard,  C.  S.  S. 

Beck,  J.  Francis.     Statement  of  capture  of  schooner  America,  August  27, 

1863 486,487 

Beckwith,  Edward  G.     Mentioned 636,655 

Beckwith,  Elias.     See  Elias  Beckiiith,  Sloop. 

Bee,  Steamer.     Mentioned 238,768,769,771-774 

Bee,  Heunilton  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Aransas  Pass,  Commanding  officer  of  U.  S.  forces  at 684 

Bell,  H.  S 840 

Brown,  Frank 840 

Dickinson,  A.  0 649, 682 

Duff,  James 281 

Mann,  Walter  L 683,684 

Mentioned 95, 103, 416, 418, 454, 512, 513, 650, 754,  757 

Reports  of. 

Aransas  Pass,  Tex.     Detention  of  flag  of  truce  by  Federal  forces  at.  683, 684 

Brazos  Santiago,  Tex.     Arrival  of  Federal  vessels  off 649 

Queen  of  the  Sea,  Blockade  runner.     Arrival  of,  at  Brow^nsville,  Tex,      827 

Rio  ( Jrande,  Texas  and  Mexico.     Affairs  in  vicinity  of 827, 836 

Beebe,  Whedon  H.     Mentioned 542 

Beers,  James  R. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department  V.  S 621 

Mentioned 657 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Pen^iin 623 

Bejjio,  William.     Mentioned 815 

Belden,  William  Henry.     Mentioned 704 

Bolfast,  Steamer.     Mentioned 306 

Bell,  Henry  H. 

Appointed  to  temporary  command  of  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. . .     422- 

426, 427, 441 

Assumes  command  of  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 433 

Correspondence  with 

Alien,  W.N 599 

Banks,  N.  P 434,491,621,638,647,680,737 

Beardsley,  Robert , 276,280 
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Bell,  Henry  H. — Continued.  Pa^e. 

Correspondence  with 

Bee,  H.  P 684,840 

Bennis,  Spiro  V 414 

Bigelow,  G.  A 438,624,712 

Bowen,  James 439, 666 

Brown,  Charles  H 601 

Bruner,  E.  D 605 

Cate,  David ^ 709 

Chase,  Charles  T 402,416 

Cooke,  A.  P 438,484,493,733 

Cressy,  W.  K 494 

Crocker,  Frederick 492, 508, 516, 639, 542 

Dana,  W.  H 204,374,522,525,536 

Du  Bois,  Theodore  B 588,724 

Dyer,  N.  M 582,632,730 

Emmons,  George  F 440 

Farragut,  D.  G  .\ . . .  187, 191, 308, 315, 370, 386, 423-425, 432, 489, 591, 629, 652 

Farragut,  Virginia  L 490 

Fitzhugh,  W.  E 690 

Franklin,  Samuel  R 565 

Franklin,  William  B 520 

Gibson,  A 718,720,722 

Gillis,  J.  P... 501,505,506,517,518, 

566, 588, 593, 607, 638, 643, 654, 672, 686,  701,  709,  710,  725,  731,  733,  740 

Goldsborough,  J.  R 437, 459, 470, 480, 504, 564, 582, 589, 590, 597 

Gray,  S.  C 695 

Greene,  C.  H 635,636,657,690,697,732,734,738 

Green,  Francis  M 484 

Grove,  F.  H 630 

Hamilton,  J.  R 599,665,738 

Hatfield,  Cheater 279,696 

Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  acting  consul-general  at , . . .  706, 727 

Head  of  the  Passes,  Mississippi  River,  light-house  superintendent  at.      587 

Henry,  E.  W 204,290,317,318,383,508,590,660 

Hill,  F.  S 320,421,637 

Holabird,  Samuel  B 476,592 

Hooper,  Quincy  A  .* 95, 204 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A 180,653 

Johnson,   P.  C,  jr 204,373,419 

Johnstone,  John  A 696 

Jones,  Henry  D 279 

Jordan,  M 455 

Key  West,  Fla.,  judge,  U.  8.  district  court  at 276 

Lamson,  C.  W 516,523 

I^egrand,  Manuel 664 

Lenthall,  John 613 

Lewis,  R.  F.  R 94,96,204,294,462 

Low,  W.  W 655 

Macomb,  W.  H 435.440,476,563,583,584 

Madigan,  John,  jr 204,293,493,514,519,520,524 

Magruder,  J.  B 541 

Maguire,  Rochfort 693, 694 

Maine,  William  A 670 

Marchand,  J.  B 505,715 
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Bell,  Henry  H. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Matamoras,  Mexico,  U.  S.  consal  at 289 

Mayo,  W.  K 587,597 

Morris,  George  U , 740 

Morris,  H.  W 120,121,196 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M 114, 

204, 274, 283, 431, 471, 474, 475, 497, 498, 507, 596, 604, 616 

Navy  Department,  U.  S ^ 417,447,469,489, 

538, 588, 589, 600, 633-635, 657, 666, 673, 674, 688,  717, 718, 726,  735 

Navy  yard,  Pensacola,  Fla. ,  Commandant  of 469, 605, 655 

New  Orleans,  British  consul  at 446, 447, 659 

New  Orleans,  Spanish  consul  at 689 

New  Orleans,  U.  S.  district  attorney  at 573, 574 

New  Orleans,  U.  8.  marshal 590 

Palmer,  James  C 651 

Pennington,  L.  W 589 

Perkins,  Greorge  H 701 

Read,  Abner 93 

Roath,  W.  D 426,507 

Rolando,  Henry 499-^1, 

569, 570, 600, 607, 614, 625, 626, 673, 679, 692,  703,  709, 713, 723 

Sartori,  L.  C 460,566,609 

Seybum,  Isaac  D 507, 732 

Shepley,  George  F 605 

Shock,  William  H 578,717 

Stone,  C.  P 639,641,668 

Strong,  J.  H 644-646, 

661, 663, 667, 668, 679, 694, 698, 702, 736,  741, 742 

Sumner,  G.  W 729 

Tamaulipas,  Mexico,  governor  of 415, 574, 575 

Thatcher,  H.  K 601, 

609, 610, 623, 627, 628, 633, 634, 641,652, 696,  711,  712, 715,  729, 752, 753 

Tibbits,  Howard 492,516,523,606,725 

Townsend,  Robert 491,494,502,567,667,677,687,728 

Wade,  Henry  C 670 

Wade,  Thomas  F 93,95 

Watters,  John 461 

Weaver,  A.  W 461 

Wiggin,  George 435,592,606 

Woolsey,  M.  B 446-448,466,510,563 

Zerega,  A.  L.  B 670,677 

Entertainment  of  Confederate  officers  by 122, 181, 191, 192 

Extract  from  diary,  March  16  to  July  13,  1863 753-763 

Mentioned 122,127,181,192, 

282, 309, 311, 319, 320, 337, 368, 387, 405, 415-417, 423, 426-428, 436, 438, 
462, 466, 485, 496, 501-603, 513, 517, 519, 532-534, 544, 561, 560, 564, 695, 
601, 621, 628, 634, 640, 654, 664, 675, 676, 678, 691, 705, 717,  739,  751,  810 
Reports  of. 

Antona,  U.  S.  S.     Seizure  of  commanding  officer  of,  from  Mexican 

vessel,  July  24,  1863 : 413,417 

Aransas  Pass,  Tex.    Occupation  of,  November  17,  1863 679, 700 

Arizona,  U.  S.  S.    Disposition  of  paroled  prisoners  from 468 

Atlantic,  Hermaphrodite  brig.     Recapture  of,  August  23, 1863 451 

Bienville,  U.  S.  S.    Condition  of 616 


Bell,  Henry  H. — (Jontinued. 
ReporU  of. 

Blazer,  Sloop.     Capture  of,  May  27.  186.3 276 

Brooklyu,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of 120,121.143,158.472 

Movements  of lUa,  201 

Readiness  of,  tjn^tuni  to  (lalveoton,  Tei 182 

Coal.     Ltian  of.  to  Arn(y 855 

I^nny,  Slaamer.     Burning  of,  and  capture  of  Hteainer  Alabauia 5M 

Fox.  ateaiuer.     Escape  of,  into  Mobile  Bay.  April  15,1863 155 

Franklin.  H.  R.     Appointment  of,  as  fleet  ta|itaiii  West  Gulf  Block- 
ading Squadron 608 

Friendship,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  and  chaee  of  schooner  Jane ((32 

Galveston,  Tex. 

Operations  oH 94,  fl9, 102, 113, 120,293,311,371.372,407.510 

Plan  for  attack  uj>on 183 

I«viathan,  U.  S.  Army  eteamcr    Capture  of,  and  recapture  by  V.  S.  8. 

De  Soto,  September  22.  1863 697-699 

Mary  Campbell,  Schooner.    Recapture  of,  November  14,  1863 674 

Matagorda  Bay,  Tes.    Joint  operations  in,  December  29  to  31,  1B63. .      741 

MisHisaippi  River.    OperationH  in 459,462 

Mobile,  Ala.     Condition  of  health  of  vesaela  off 582 

New  Orieans,  La.     Affairs  at 510, 627, 667, 065,  «71, 701 

Pass  Cavallo.  Tex.    Joint  operations  at 736 

Penguin,  U.  S.  S.    Condition  of 727 

Pensacolfl,  U.S.S.    Condition  of «3I 

Rachel  Seaman,  U.  S.  schooner.    Condition  of 297 

Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of 95,103,284-288,465.693 

Joint  expedition  to,  October 27  to  November 3,  186S 643,644.670 

Sabine  Pass,  Tes. 

Blockade  of 601 

Joint  expedition  to,  Septemlier  7-8,  1863 515. 

519, 621, 526. 535. 5.39, 551 
St.  Andrew's  Bay,  Fla.     Destruction  of  salt  works  in,  December  14 

and  18,  1863 721 

St.  Joseph's  Island,  Tex.    Capture  of  lioat's  crew  from  V.  S.  bark 

William  G.  Anderson  at 167 

Sdota.  U.  S.  8.    Condition  of 485 

Ship  Island,  Miss.     Expected  attack  upon 435 

Sir  William  Peel.  British  steamer.    Seisure  of.  September  11,  1863  .,     6fl7, 


674,578 


TUnpico,  Mexico.    Affairs  at 

Texas. 

Blockade  of  coast  of 286-288,321.510.604,6 

Stations  of  vessels  blockadiug  coast  of 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 


Condition  and  needs  of.. 

General  affairs  of 

Yellow  fever.    Outbreak  of.. 


Special  orders 

Bell.  Henry  H.,  Mrs.     Mentioned 

B«ll,  H.  8.    Correspondence  with  U.  P.  Bee.. 


5,467,510,612,690,706 


581, 592,603, 61f(,  617.6.31. 637, 650. 671. 7 
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Bell,  Jacob.     See  Jacob  Belly  U.  S,  S. 
Bell,  Josiah  A.     See  Josiah  A.  Bell,  C.  S.  S. 
Belle,  Louisiana.     See  Louisiana  Belle,  Steamer, 
Belligerent  rights.     See  Neutrality. 

Bellone,  H.  I.  M.  S.     Mentioned 757 

Belvidere,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.    Mentioned 523, 527, 531 

Ben,  Confederate  schooner.     Mentioned  129, 755 

Ben,  Uncle.     See  Uncle  Ben,  Confederate  steamer. 

Benedict,  James  M.     Mentioned 542 

Benedict,  Lew.     Mentioned 226, 228, 716, 717 

Benham,  Andrew  E.  K. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 634 

Mentioned 704 

Benjamin,  Judah  P.     See  State  Department,  C.  S. 
Bennett,  John  W. 

Correspondence  with  E.  A.  Swain 849 

Mentioned 848 

Bennis,  Spiro  V. 

Mentioned 413,762 

Report  of  seizure  of  commanding  officer  of  U.  S.  S.  Antona  from  Mexican 

vessel,  July  24,  1863 414 

Bensadon,  J.     Correspondence  with  Franklin  Buchanan 826, 827 

Benson,  Peter.     Mentioned 524, 543 

Bently,  Mary.     See  Mary  Beritly,  American  bark. 

Benton,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 42,78,187,394,767 

Benton,  Thomas  O.     Mentioned 825, 826 

Bermuda,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 461,608,674-676 

Mentioned 177,295,416,454,465,468,511,601,622,628,686,692,698-702 

Orders  for  movements 462, 502 

Bernes,  George.     Mentioned 856 

Berry,  Abraham  H.     Mentioned 612 

Berwick,  Oscar.     Mentioned 818, 849, 851 

Berwick  Bay,  Louisiana. 
Operations  in  vicinity  of. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Estrella 380,381 

Capture  of  Brashear  City,  June  23,  1863 312, 315, 316, 320, 325 

Communications  from 

Banks,  N.  P 262,374-377,621 

Dunham,  R.  T •. 621 

Farragut,  D.  G 423 

Sherman,  T.  W 96 

Stone,  Charles  P 378,621 

Weitzel,  G 96 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  H 492,589,725 

Farragut,  D.  G 375, 376, 378, 379, 428 

Morris,  H.  W 108,121 

Reoccupation  of  Brashear  aty,  July  22,  1863 379-381 

Reports  of 

Crocker,  Frederick 380 

Faries,  T.  A 381 

Green,  Thomas 833 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A 377 
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Blockade  runnerB — Continued.  Ptge. 

Movements  of. 

Communications  from 

London,  U.  S.  consul  at 619 

Matamoras,  Mexico,  U.  S.  consul  at 374 

Moms.  H.  W.... 162 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 141,182,401,588,667 

Smith,  W.S 162 

State  Department,  U.  S 201,619 

Stone,  CharlesP 668 

Tampico,  Mexico,  U.  S.  consul  at '384, 594 

W.  F 620 

Reports  of  H.  P.  Bee. 827,836 

See  also  Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico.    Affairs  in  vidnUy  of* 
Bloomer,  U.  S.  S. 

Destruction  of  salt  works  on  St  Andrew's  Bay,  Fla.,  December  14  and  18, 

1863 720-723 

Mentioned 619,718 

Blue  Bell,  Sloop.    Capture  of,  July  2,  1863 1 371,390 

Blunt,  Qeorgre  W.     Mentioned 123,581 

Bogart,  B.  D.     Mentioned 161 

Bogert,  Edward  8.     Mentioned 149, 152 

Boggs,  William  B.     For  correspondence  as  chief  of  staff,  see  Smi^f  E. 

Kirhy, 
Bohio,  U.  S.  brig. 

Mentioned 282,315, 

372, 469, 506, 508, 517, 566, 592, 593, 602,  638,  639,  654,  672,  673,  693,  711 

Orders  for  movements 309, 507 

Roath,  W.  D.,  appointed  to  conmiand 422 

Bontof,  John.     Mentioned 714 

Bonzano,  M.  F.     Mentioned 587 

For  correspondence  see  Head  of  the  Passes,  LigfU-liouse  superinUndent  at. 

Boone,  Hannibal  H.     Mentioned 112 

Borden,  Andrew  G.     Mentioned 542 

Bosse,  Auguste.     Mentioned 595,  757 

Boston,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  June  8,  1863 828 

Mentioned 302,308,476,477,481,674 

Boston,  Mass. ,  XT.  8.  district  attorney  at.    Mentioned 165 

Bostwick,  Bobert  C.     Mentioned 110,113,137 

Botteri,  Luca.    Mentioned 144 

Botts,  8aniuel.    Mentioned 815 

Bourne,  Edmund  L.     Mentioned 257, 258 

Bourne,  Thomas.     Mentioned 777 

Bowe,  A.  A.     Mentioned 468 

Bowen,  James. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 439,666 

Franklin,  S.  R 675 

Stearns,  Albert 305 

Mentioned 629 

Bowen,  John  8. 

Correspondence  with  J.  C.  Pemberton 85 

Mentioned 88,90 


874  INDEX. 

Bowen,  John  8. — Continued.  Pa^. 

Reports  of. 

Engagements  at  Grand  Gulf,  Miss. 

March  19,  186:^ 806 

March  31.  1863 86,87 

Bowman,  John.     Mentioned 198, 199 

Boyd, .     Mentioned 704 

Boynton,  N.     See  N.  Boynton,  Coal  bark. 

Bradford,  John  O.     Mentioned 1 36,  284 

Bradford,  Robert  F.     Mentioned 398 

Bradfute,  William  B. 

Correspondence  with  J.  B.  Magruder 861 

Mentioned 846,863,854 

Bradley,  Erwin  L.     Mentioned 542 

Bradley,  Francis  J.     Mentioned 542 

Bradshaw,  George  H.     Mentioned 353 

Bragrg,  Braxton.     Mentioned 206,386 

Brand,  Frederick  B.     Reports  of  siege  of  Port  Hudson,  I^ 270 

Brashear  City,  La. 

Capture  of,  by  Confederate  forces,  June  23,  1863. 

Communications  from  D.  G.  Farragut 312, 315, 316 

Reports  of 

Farragut,  D.  G.. 320,325 

Green,  Thomas 834 

Stouder,  H 312 

Talbot.  W.  H 312 

Operations  at. 

Communications  from 

Banks,  N.  P 312 

Emory,  W.  H 292,307,309,313 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Banks,  N.  P 293,306,311,313 

Emory,  W.  H 307,310,321 

Reoccupation  of,  by  Federal  forces,  July  22,  1863.    See  Berwick  Bay^  La. 
Operations  in  vicinity  o/,  pp.  379-381. 
See  also  Berwick  Bay,  La. 
Brashear   City,    La.,    Commanding   officer   at.     Correspondence    with 

William  H.  Emory 310 

Brazos  Kiver,  Texas. 

Affairs  at  mouth  of.     Report  of  J.  R.  M.  Mullany 471 

Captures  made  off 632 

Brazos  Santiago,  Tex. 

Affairs  at.     Communications  from  Navy  Department,  U.  8 204 

Blockade  of. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  H 294 

Farragut,  D.  G 187,316 

Captures  made  at 279-281,285,287,303 

Occupation  of,  by  Federal  forces,  November  3,  1863.    See  Rio  Qrandc,  Texas 
and  Mexico.    Joint  expedition  tOy  October  ^  to  November  5,  1863. 
Breese,  K.  Bandolph. 

Correspondence  with  David  D.  Porter 10 

Mentioned 5, 13 

Breese,  Samuel  L.     Findinf<,  court-martial  of  F.  S.  Hill 489 
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Brent,  Joseph  L.  Pa^e. 

Correspondence  with  T.  A.  Faries 818 

Mentioned 823 

Brent,  Thomas  W.     Mentioned 832,841 

Bridges,  William  E.     Mentioned 643, 664 

Briggs, .     Mentioned 204 

Brilliant,  Coal  bark.    Mentioned 102 

British  Charg^  d'  Affaires  to  the  United  States.     Correspondence  with 

State  Department,  U.  S 504 

British  Minister  to  the  United  States. 
Correspondence  with 

Mobile,  British  acting  consul  at 829 

State  Department,  U.  S 116 

Mentioned 119,172,576 

Brooke,  John  M.    Correspondence  with  C.  ap  R.  Jonetj 851 

Brooklyn,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 276,279-281,285-288 

Condition  of 143,182,399,472 

Emmons,  George  F.,  appointed  to  command 440 

Mentioned 93-96, 

99, 102, 103, 105, 113, 114, 122, 132, 144,  151, 155,  166, 170, 180-183,  187, 
192, 204, 294, 308, 311, 317, 318, 320, 321, 371-374, 382, 402, 413, 415, 418, 
419, 421, 422, 424,  426,  427, 429, 431, 433, 437, 443, 459, 485, 630, 652, 691 

Movements  of 120,121,158,195,201,481 

Operations. 

Off  Galveston,  Tex 274,293,297,407 

On  coast  of  Texas,  from  Galveston  to  Rio  Grande  and  return.  May  25 

toJunel,  1863 284-290 

Orders  for  movements 436, 440 

See  also  diary  of  H.  U.  Bellf  pp.  753-763. 

Brooks,  James  C.     Correspondence  with  Alfred  W.  Ellet 52 

Brooks,  John.     Mentioned 352, 353 

Brott,  Davis  &  Shons.     Correspondence  with  D.  G.  Farragut 322 

Brown,  Steamer.     Mentioned 352,360,361,781 

Brown,  Adrian  V.     Mentioned * 542 

Brown,  Charles.     Mentioned 636 

Brown,  Charles  (Seaman).     Mentioned 543, 554 

Brown,  Charles  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 601 

Lee,  8.  P 373 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 705 

Mentioned 604,643,693,694,710,713 

Reports  of. 

Jenny,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  0(^tober  6,  1 863 611 

Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico.     V^essels  seized  at  mouth  of,  Novem- 
ber 4  and  5, 1863 658,660,661 

Brown,  Frank.     Correspondence  with  H.  P.  Bee 840 

Brown,  George.     Mentioned 11 

Brown,    George    (Lieutenant-Commander).     Correspondence    with    Navy 

Department,  U.  S 640,723 

Brown,  George  (Seaman) .     Mentioned 543 

Brown,  Henry  ( Acting  Master).     Mentioned 282, 617, 618 

Brown,  Henry  ( Landsman ).     Mentioned 543, 554 

Brown,  Henry  S.     Mentioned 22 


■ 

^M 

Brown,  Isaac  N.     Ci>rreHpomieni'e  «illi  \V.  W.  Rucker 

Page. 
..        826 

Brown,  John.     Mentioned 

Brown,  John  (Marine).    Mentioned 

Brown,  JohnW.     Mentioned 

Brown,  OacarA.     Mentioned 

831 

4 

-.  81,83 

M2 

542 

748.750 

837,847 

137 

4 

soe 
..     3oa 

Brown,  Beuben  R.     Mentioned 

1                Brown.  8.  K.     Mi'Ulioned 

1                  Brown,  W.  D.     Mentioned .- 

1                  Brown,  WiUiam.     Mentioned 

1                  Brown  &  Johnston.     Mentioned 

1                  Browne,  Oeorge  W. 

Corn>M[>(>iidence  with  D.  G.  Farragut 

Brownsville,  Tax. 

Oi'cupation  of,  by  Federal  forces.    See  flit.  Oroide,   Tex<u  au>l 
Joint  fj-pfditioti  to,  October  f7  to  Norrmber  3.  ISes. 

Bruen,  Sarah.     See  Sarah  Bruen,  U.  S.  echooner. 

Brun,  Emile.     Mentioned 

Bruner,  Eliaa  D. 

ilrx 

720-722 
284,286 

778 
355 

Bryan,  Bichacd  0.     See  Richard  C.  Bryan,  Britah  schooner, 

Bryce,  John.     Mentioned 

Buchanan,  Franklin. 
C\,rr.>si)onden(!e  with 

1 

826,827 

..      828 

1                               Uarrifion,  George  W 

858-858 

Mentioned 123, 157, 20S,  275, 27^,284, 290, 314,476, 490, 761,  S3il,  840, 861 

Buchanan,  James.    Cerrespondenct  with  British  charg^  d'afbirea  to  the 

Buchsl,  Aug^iatua. 

748-7W 

.-      760 
..       842 

89 

Reporla  of. 

MabigorilH  Bay,  Tex.    Joint  operation  in,  December  2B  to  31 
Sabine  Pass,  Tex.     Movementa  of  Confederate  vesaelBat.... 
Buckhart,  Joseph.     See  Joieph  BfieJchart,  CbnMmtle  ifjad. 

1863 

1                Buhlan,  Alfonso.     Mentioned 

BuUen,  Joseph  D. 

CowsiMmJence  with  M.  B.  Woolsey 

LX.alliof        .  .        .                                               

isr 

..      849 

..      330 
,346.346 
,354,356 

,                        Mentioned 263,305,320,328,329.333,34 

^^^^1 

Buncli,  JameB  H.     Mentioned _ 

Bunch,  Robert.     Mentioned 681 

Bunker,  lie  wis.    Mentioned 336,! 

Burnet,  William  E.     Mentioned 867   ' 

Burns,  William.     Mentioned ! 

Bumaide, Mentioned 358,  < 

Burroughs,  Schooner.    Mentioned 710  \ 

Burroughs,  James.     Mentioned f 

Burt,  Charles.     Menlioned 778    | 

Burton,  Kort.     See  fbrt  Surlon. 

Burton,  Mary  P.    See  Mary  P.  Surttm,  Schooner. 

Bush,  Louis.    CorreepondenL«  with 

Green,  Thomas 361 

Major,  Jaoies  P 363 

Buahnell,  Mr.     Mentioned 618,614 

Butler,  Fort.     See  Fort  ButUr. 
Butte-&-la-Rose,  La.     Capture  of.  April  20,  1S63. 

Comniunicaliona  from  N.  I'.  Banks 63, 166 

Extract  from  diary  of  Geoi^  W.  Baird 164 

Reports  of 

Banks.  N,  P 264 

Cxike,  A.  P 153,155 

Buzzard.  H.  B.  M.  S.     .\ttitode  of  U.  S.  8.  Beminole  toward,  off  the  Rio 

Grande,  September  16,  1863 007,626 

C.  C.  Piuckuej'.    See  General  C.  C.  Pinekney,  Sehoowr. 

Cady ,  Edward.     Mentioned 167, 168 

Cahill.  Thomas  W.     Mentioned 309.312,313 

Caillet,  Captain.     Mentioned - 757 

Cairo,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 393 

Calcasieu  Paaa,  Louisiana. 

Destruction  of  echooner  Concordia  in,  October  5,  1863.    Report  of  C.  W. 

Lomson 612    , 

Captures  made  in 406 

Destruction  of  blockade  runners  oH,  October  7,  186.1.     Report  of  W.  H. 

Dana 615 

Caldwell,  Charles  H.  B. 

Correspondence  with  D.  G.  Farragut 46 

Mentioned  178.236,243,245,248,252,282,314,775,778,780 

Report  of  operations  of  Mortar  Flotilla  at  Port  Hudson.  La.,  during  m^ie 

of 247 

Calhoun,  U.  S.  S. 

Bigelow,  G.  A.,  appointed  to  command 390 

Menlioned 68,75.90,106,108.109,113,121, 

131,  134,  136,  137,  138,  153,  154,  15B,  179,  262,  282,316,376,379,380, 
405,  427,  4.16,  440,  477,480,  610,  625.  629,  636,640.658,691,713,733 
Operations. 

In  vicinity  of  Berwick  Bay.  Loaisiana.  S«e  BalU-ti-ta-ICoiif,  Im.,  cap- 
ture of,  April  SO,  1S6S;  Dunm,  U.  S.  S.,  rapturt  of,  March  tS, 
1868;  Quetn  of  the  Wm,  C.  S.  S.,  datnution  of,  April  U,  1363. 

In  Missiasippi  Sound 583-686 

Orders  for  movements 438 

Callejon,  Don  Juan.     See  New  (Menim,  f^iii»h  eonmil  at. 

Calver,  James  D.     Mentioneil 799 

Cameron,  John.     Mentioned _ Ill 


CameroUi  Sobert.     CorretspoDdeDce  n'lth  Nuvy  Dejtartiuent,  U.  S 

Campbell,  Jolin  J.     Mentioned 

Campbell,  Mary.     See  Mary  CampbeU,  Schooner. 
Canfield,  Mack,     f-ee  Mack  Canfielii,  Schooner. 

Caafield,  Reuben  O.    Mentioned 

Cannon,  Jobn.     Mentioned _ 481 

Cannon,  N.  Loring    Mciationed 548 

Cantillon,  W.  P.     Mentioned 596 

Carey,  Jobu.     Mentioned 643 

Carey,  Robert  H.     Mentioned 467 

Carmencita,  Spanish  brig.    Mentioned , 727 

Carmita,  Hritisb  Bcbooner.    Capture  of,  Angnet  14,  1863 461 

Carney,  William.     Mentioned 184,St5 

Caroline,  Sloop.     Mentioned 720-722 

Carondelet,  V.  S.  S.     Mentioned 394,850 

Carr,  Jobn  F.    See  John  F.  Garr,  Omifedfrale  gUamer, 

Oarrington,  William  T.     Correspond eni-e  with  V,  Bnlakowski 655 

Carter,  l.i«utenant.    Mentioned 828 

Carter,  Isaac.     Mentioned 543 

Carter,  Jonathan,  H.     Mentioned 815,817 

Gary,  John.     Meiitioneii -. 554 

Caseidy,  Joseph  O.     Mentioned K6 

Catawba,  U.  S.  transport.     Mentioned 

Cats,  David. 

CorreapondenL'e  with 

Bell,  H.  II 

Navy  Department,  l".  S 

Mentioned - 

Cavallo,  Coal  ship.     Mentioned 843, 

Cavanagh,  Captain.    Mentioned 

Cayug'a,  U.  8.  8. 

Capfiiree  made  by 114-120, 371, 390,406,  Ml.  475, 614, 

Mentioned 93, 120. 12S,  133, 165, 167.  170, 

205, 274,  282,:J83.  290, 321, 373, 407, 413, 418, 433,445. 453, 4.'i9, 471. 
483, 497,501, 602, 500,511, 579, 004, 626, 632, 64?,  671. 672,701, 756, 

OperationHoH  Sabine  Pas«.  Tex 114-120,147-153,514-583, 

Order*  tor  movementa 374.432,443. 

CeceUaD.,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  July  16,  1863 

Cecilia,  Veaeel.     Mentioned 

Ceder,  James.     Mentioned 167. 

Celt,  liriliMh  steamer.    MenUoned..  413.414,417,444.467,458,467,600,511,580, 

Chace,  Jabsz  F.     Mentioned 

Chace.  John.     Mentioned 

Chadwick,  T.     Mentioned 

Chain.  Harry.     Mentioned 

Chalapae,  Oabriel.     Mentioned 148, 

Chalmers,  Jamea  R.     Mentioned 

Chalmers,  Matthew.     Mentioned 

Chandeleur  Island.     Request  for  removal  of  light-house  keeper  at 

Chandler,  John  O.     Mentioned 

Chandler,  Thomas  K. 
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Report  of  fasualties  on  U.  8.  8  Princess  Royal  at  nnnuldsnnvillc,  June  2ft. 
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Cheurleston,  Confederate  steamer.     MentioDed 389, 890 

Cheurleston,  S.  C. ,  British  consul  at.     Mentioned 581 

Charlotte,  U.  S.  schooner.     Mentioned 282, 718 

Chase,  Captain  steamer  Reliance.    Mentioned 137 

Chase,  Cheurles  J.     Mentioned 780 

Chase,  Charles  T. 

Capture  of,  from  a  Mexican  vessel,  by  Confederates,  July  24,  1863 413-418 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 402 

FarraKut,  D.  G 370,387 

Mentioned 282,389,407,426,444,445,454,761-763 

Chase,  Franklin.     See  TampicOy  Mexico,  U.  S.  consul  at. 
Chase,  Salmon  P.     See  Secretary  of  the  Treamry,  U.  S. 

Chasten,  Joseph  M.     Mentioned 556 

Chesley ,  Captain.     Mentioned 853 

Chester,  M.     Mentioned 599 

Childs,  Frederick  L.     Mentioned 839 

Childs,  John  D. 

Correspondence  with  J.  R.  M.  Mullany 200 

Mentioned 132 

Chisum,  Isham.     Mentioned 364 

Choctaw,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 394,678,850 

Chocura,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 709,710,713 

Movements  of 704 

Orders  for  movements 640 

Christian,  Abraham.     Mentioned 282 

Christopher  Columbus,  Vessel.     Mentioned 605 

Cincinnati,  IT.  S.  S.     Mentioned 11, 393 

Circassian,  U.  8.  8. 

Mentioned 118,119,132,133,136,146,480,520, 

526,  565,  566,  570,  588,  593,  594,  597,  625-627,  686,  692,  695,  700,  760 

Movements  of 719 

Orders  for  movements 626 

City  of  Petersburg,  Steamer.     Mentioned 657 

Claiborne,  Mr.     Mentioned 848 

Clanton,  James  H.     Mentioned 617, 618 

Clapp,  M.     Report  of  attack  on,  Plaquemine,  La.,  June  18,  1863 235 

Clara,  Schooner.     Capture  of 99, 277 

Clark,  Master.     Mentioned 568-570 

Clark,  Eusebius  S.     Mentioned 328 

Clark,  Robert.     Mentioned 568-570 

Clark,  Bobert  M.     Capture,  imprisonment,  and  parole 617-619 

Clark,  Thomas  S. 

Mentioned 103,104,123,124,130,131 

Report  of  destruction  of  U.  S.  S.  Barrataria,  April  7,  1863 125 

Clark,  Vincent  B.     Mentioned 163 

Clarke,  J.  D.     See  /.  D.  Clarke^  Confederate  steamer. 

Clendening,  3Ir.     Mentioned 721 

Clifford,  William.     Mentioned 753 

Clifton,  George.     Mentioned 194 

Clifton,  U.  8.  8. 

Capture  of.    See  Sabine  Pass^  Tex,    Joint  expedition  to,  September  7-*,  1S6S. 
Captures  made  by , ,  -  -  -  •      ^*^*^ 
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MenUoned .59,63,106,121,131,134,135,138.153, 

154, 173, 179, 20«,  282. 376, 388. 506, 508, 514-542. 544-547, 54»-553. 666- 
660,566,581,586,590,593.594,600,602,604.606,614,632,725.841,  847 

Operationain  vicinity  of  Berwick  Boy,  La 380,381 

See  also  BuiW-d-ia-Row,   La.,  capiurt  of,  AprU  »0,  IS6S;  Queen  of  thf 
We^,  C.  S.  A'.,  dalruction  of,  AprU  14,  ISSS. 

Orderefor  raovementa 108.202,284,492.493 

Clotilde,  Schooner.    Mentiooed 662,663 

Clotildita,  Spanish  brigantine.    Mentioned 725 

Coal,  Suppliea  of 6,7,12,36,38,173,188,189,203,221,223, 

397, 405, 408-411, 471, 475. 606, 514, 6M,  6n-673. 686. 711, 713,  723 

Cobos,  tiovernor.     Mentioned 668 

Cochran. ,     Mentioned 834 

Colbum.  Oliver.     Mentioned 350 

Colomb. — .     Mentioned 365 

Colonel  Kineman,  U.  8.  B.    Mentioned 105,131,136 

Colonel  Stell.  Confederate  eteamer.     Mentioned 646 

Colorado,  U.  8.  S. 

Attempt  of  Confederates  at  Mobile,  Ala.,  to  destroy B48,SM 

Captures  made  by 176,1) 

Oolilsborough,  John  R.,  relieved  of  command  of,  by  H.  K.  Tbalcber 

Mentioned 

136,  161,  170.171,  177,192,  197,198,206,282,296.301,369.396,423, 
464,  470,  430,  481,  4S0,  564,  667, 586. 590, 597. 610. 616, 623, 627, 628, 633. 
641,  652,  653,  676.  690,  692,  7M,  711-713,  715. 724,  738-740,  751-753,  756 

Operations  off  Mobile,  A  la 277 

Oidere  tor  movements .-. 601,617.635,752 

Thatcher,  H.  K.,  appointed  to  command 602 

Yellow  fever  on  board  of 504,505,509,581-583,593,600,601.609,617 

Coliunbiai,  U.  S.  frigate.    Mentioned 

ColiunbuB,  Chriatopher.     See  Chrinlopher  Oolumbut,  Vetael. 

Colville,  Captain.     Mentioned 

Comet,   Britishbrig.     Capture  of.  May  16,  1863 192-194, 

Comitber,  Sylreeter.     Mentioned 817- 

Commodore,  V.  H.  8. 

tlrccn.  Francis  M,,  appointed  to  command 

Hamilton,  John  R.,  appointed  to  command 

Mentioned 405.426.427.629.666,706.739" 

Operatione  in  Mieeissippi  Sound 624.630 

Orders  for  movements 484,665.738 

Concordia,  Schooner.     DestrucHon  of,  October  6.  1863 612 

Conemaugh,   V.  S.  S.     Orders  for  movements 676 

Coneatoga,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 776,782.783 

Confederate  Troops.     Mentioned.     Artillery,  Light— Batteries;  Semmn.  361,380 

Congdon,  Cheater.     Mentioned '. 812,8I5,8ift- 

Con^eaa.  0.  S.     lt(!^lution  of  tlionka  ol,  action  at  Sabine  PaeB,  Texas,  Sep- 

temUrS,  1863 

Connecticut,  V.  (i.  S.     Mentioned 

Connecticut  Troopa.     Mentioned.     Infant ry~Itegiment«:   12th.  Ill;  13th. 
107,381. 

Connell,  Wiiliam.     Mentioned 

Connor,  Henry.     Mentioned 

ConoTer,  Thomaa  A.     Finding,  conrl-maitial  of  F,  S.  Hill 

Continental,  Steamer.    Mentioned N 


t,817 
144 

I 


OontrabandB.     Enlistment  of,  in  U.  S.  Navy. 
Oook,  TrouciB  A.     Mentioned  . 

Cook,  J&mea.     Mentioned 362,353 

Cook,  Joaeph  J.     Mentioned 557,568,661,760,844 

Oook,  Patrick.     Mentioneii 

Oook,  Richard  V.     Mentioned 152,555,566,668 

Cooke,  AugTiBtUB  P. 
Correspondence  witSi 
Banke,  N.  P . 

Bell,  H.  H 438,484,493,733 

Dunham,  R.  T 68 

Farragut,  D.  G 75,428 

Irwin,  Richard  B 156- 

Jordan,  Meltiah 109 

Morris.  Henry  W 68,108,121,136,137. 

Palmer,  James  S 179,219,238 

Werton,  Henry,  jr 110 

Mentioned 63,64.77,78, 106, 113, 131, 135,237.249, 

264. 282, 296, 380, 381, 404, 435, 436, 494, 496, 602, 603, 860, 733, 771, 783 

Helieved  of  romma:id  of  U.  B.  S.  Eetreila 3Sfi 

Reports  of. 

Butte-a-lH-Ro§e.  U.    Capture  of,  April  20,  1863 163,155 

Diana.  U.  S.  S.     Capture  of,  March  28,  1863 108 

Port  HodBon,  Lb.     Seijte  of 238 

Queen  of  the  Weel,  C.  S.  S.     DeHtniction  of,  April  14,  1863 134 

Restore.!  to  command  of  U.  S.  8.  Estrella 428,435 

Oooke,  Philip  Bt.  George.     Mentioned 687 

Cooper,  E.      Mentii>iied 371 

Cooper,  JoBspb.     .Mentioned 577 

Cooper,  Samuel.     Correspondence  with 

Johnston,  J.  E 90 

Magnider.  J.  Bankhead 662 

Maun,  Dabney  H  834,837,856 

Pemberton,  J.  C 89,90,810 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 832 

Ooppell,  Qeorge.     See  New  OrUaiu,  Britiih  acting  email  at. 

Cora,  Steamer.     Mentioned 683,863,854 

Corcoran,  Michael.     Mentioned 4 

Corden,  JTohn.     Mentioned 124 

Comay,  yiorian  O.     Mentioned 363,365,818,821,849 

Comie,  Sleatiier.     Mentioned 74, 330. 333, 363. 355, 356, 358, 821, 824 

Corpus  Ohriati,  Tax. 
Blockade  of. 

Orders  and  instructiouH. 

Bell,  H,  H 320 

Mullany,  .T.  R.  M 143 

Captures  made  off 3S4.464 

Corrin,  John.     Mentioned 631 

Cortinas,  Juan  Nepumuaeno.    Mentioned 603 

Corypheua,  I'.  S.  whooner-yacht. 

Captures  made  by 439 

Expedition  to  Bay  St,  Louie,  Mies.,  October  16,  186:1 838 

Mentioned 104,123,124,131,282,484.629,713 

Operations  in  lake  Pontic hartrain \3^ 
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Coaey,  Frank.     Mentioned 

CoBtello,  Patrick.     Mentiuned 167,  I68~ 

Cottar,  ThomaB.     MentJonert 280 

Cotton,  J.  A.     See  J.  A.  Collmt,  C.  S.  S. 

Cotton,  3.  A.  (No.  2.)    See  J.  A.  CbK<m  (No.  S),  C.  S.  S. 

Countess,  Steomtr.     Mentioned 91,92 

Courier,  U.  S.  BteamBhip. 

Mentioned 610 

Orders  for movemenla  .., 

Cousin,  Hjrpolite-     Mentioned 

Cowslip,  IJ.  fi.  S.    Orders  for  movements 

Cox,  JoBeph  E.     Mentioned 

Cox,  William  B.,  jr.     Mentioned 

Cramptan,  Joliu  F.     See  ISrilUh  rhargt  tTaffaira  to  the  I'niUd  Staitt. 
Crandall,  Warren  D. 

Correspondence  with  V,.  S.  Grant 

Mentioned 

Ora-nford,  John.     Mentioned MVl 

Crawford,  John  V.     Mentioned 

Crawford,  Robert.     Mentioned 

Creesy,  Joaiah  P.     Mentioned 

Crescent.  V.  S.  army  transport.     Mentioned 310, 518, 529, 631, 697,  H 

Creasy,  Walter  K. 

Coneepoiidence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 

Naiy  Department,  U.  8 

Mentioned 510,564,6 

Report  of  capture  of  Bt^amer  Warrior,  AugUBt  18,  ll 
Cridland,  Frederick  J.     See  Mobile,  Ala.,  Britith  amrutar  nj^icrr  of. 
Criesey,  Edwin. 

Mentioned ^0, 79 

Report  of  destruction  of  salt  works  in  St.  Andrew's  Bay,  Florida,  Decein- 

lier  14  and  18,  1863 .' 

Croker,  Frederick. 

Correspondence  witli 

Bell.  H.  H 492,60e,5WJ 

Cooke.  A.  P 

Farragut,  D.  G 

Johnson,  Amoi 

Mentioned 

163. 282, 42H,  403, 616, 617. 61»-622, 62&-«28, 631-633, 648-663, 660. » 

Reports  of. 

Berwick  Bay,  La.    Operations  in  vicinity  of. . 

^bine  Pass,  Tex.    Joint  expedition  to,  September  7-8,  1863...  639, 642-54a.| 
Crone,  Pilot. 

Mentioned 

Observations  of,  made  on  a  cruise  on  tlie  coast  of  Texsa 

Crone,  Benjamin.     Mentioned 

Crosby.  Haskell.     Mentioned 670,703.7 

Crosby,  J.  Schuyler.     Mentioned 

Crozett,  CharlBB.     Mentioned 

Cruse,  Samuel  C.     Mentioned 

Cuba,  Coiif.'deniti-Bleiinier.     Mentioned 

Cuba,  Sritisb  consular  officer  in.     Mentioned  ., 


Cumberland,  Britii^h  »it<>iiiiipr. 

Cumming,  William.     Meulbned 146 

OanuiuiigB,  A.  B.    Mentioned 38, 46, 49, 54, 55, 167 

Ountiiii^liam, .     Mentioned 690 

Cuyler,  B.  R.     See  R.  R.  Cuylm;  V.  S.  S. 

Cuyler,  Richard  H.     Mentioned 

D.  Sargent,  Slofip.     Mentioned 

Dabovich,  Antonio.     Mentioned 

Dahlgren,  Jolrn  A.     Mentioned :i40, 254, 256, 300, 420, 481, 630 

Dale,  Sate.     See  Ante  Dalf,  U.  S.  Army  tranupml. 

Dalton,  J.J.     Mentioned 92 

Daly,  Andrew.     Mentioned 556, 842 

Dalzell,  Kobert.     Mentioned 686 

Dana,  John  W.     Mentioned 643 

Dana,  Napoleon  J.  T. 

Corre9|yin<lenc-e  with  J.  H.  Strong 648 

Meiitioiieil 671,718 

Dana,  William  H. 

CorreBpondenci-  with 

Bell,  H.  H 204,374,578 

Miillany,  J.  H.  M 432,443,518 

Smith,  Melancton 101 

Mentionwi  ....  282. 321, 413, 418, 466. 483, 4«7. 521, 5M,  593, 594, 600, 606. 614, 632 
Reports  of. 

Blue  Bell,  Sloop.    Capture  of.  July  2,  1863 871 

Calcasieu  River.  La.     Destruction  of  blockade  runnereoff 615 

J.  T.  Davis,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  Anguat  10,  1863 441 

Sabine  fass,  Tex.    Joint  expedition  to.  September  7-8, 1863  . .  522, 535-637 

Wave,  Schooner.     Captnre  of,  AugnHt22.  1863 476 

Daniel,  Jamea  M.     Mentioned 850 

Darby,  James  A.     Mentioned 368 

Dart,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  etc 278 

Dashing  Wave,  Brilish  brig.    Seirare  of 648, 658-664, 692, 608 

Davenport,  Frajicis  O.     Mentioned 383,384,761 

Davidson,  Uorris  M.     Mentioned 63S 

Davidson.  N.  P.     Mentioned 126,128 

Davia,  Pilot,     Menlione<l SOS 

Davis,  Charles  B.     Mentioned 39t 

Davis,  Edmund  J.     Mentioned 95,103,202,753-76S 

Davis,  OeorgeL.     Mentioned 133,663; 

Davis,  3.  T.     .See  /,  T.  Daiit,  Srhooner, 
Davis,  Jeff.     See  Jeff  Davin,  Qmftderate  tlenvier. 
Davis,  Jefferson.     See  Pretidtni,  C.  S. 

Davis,  Samuel  Boyer.     Correepondence  with  George  W.  l^^ngan 835 

Davis,  William  W.     Mentioned 279 

Day,  Benjamin  F-     Mentioned 128,339,342 

Dean,  Mr.     Mentioned 659 

Dean.  Chauncey  0.     Mentioned 61 

De  Bow,  J.  D.  B.     Correapondence  with  Franklin  Buchanan 826.827 

De  Bray,  Xavier  B. 
Correepondence  with 

Gillis.  JohnP 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M 127 

Mentioned 754,762 


De  Caata,  John.     Mi-ntionwl 

(  Defiance,  Brifiah  ncrhooiier.     Mentioned 760 

DeOournay,  Paul  F.     Keportofsiegeof  Port  Hudson,  I.«...  265,386,268,269.271 

De  Groeee,  Williani  H.     Mentioned o96 

De  Haven,  Joseph  E.     Correepondence  with  Havy  Department,  IT.  S . . 

I  De  Kalb,  Baron.     See  Boron  De  Kalb,  I'.  S.  .S. 

De  Erafft,  J.  C.  P.    (!orre»pondence  wit h  Navy  Department,  U.  S 

I  De  Iiacay,  Qenrge  P.     Mentioned 

Delaney,  Ohristopher  B.     Mentioned 276, 2S0, 285, 286, 28S,  TS6, 71 

De  Laney.  Michael.     Mentione*! 

Delbrel,  Francis.     Mentioned 

Dempsey,  Mr.     Meiilioned 

Denis,  Jules  C.     Cor respondenee  with  J.  M.  Spencer £99 

Dennett,  John.     MenUoned 676-678 

Dennis,  Andrew  J.     Mentioned 31, 2S 

I  Derby,  Briliah  achooner.     Mentioned 668^ 

De  Ituuy,  Fort.    :^  Fort  De  Rumj,  t/a.  ■ 

De  Soto,  U.  S.  .S.  fl 

I  ('HpturoH  made  by 373,307,3841 

Mentioned 2699 

Ret-apture  of  U.  S.  Army  Btf^miT  Leviathan  by,  September  22,  1863...  597-50tfl 

Dewey,  Oeorgo.  ~   -fl 

Corrti'iwndence  with  D.  O.  Fanai^t 426iB 

I  Mentioned 133. 145, 334, 339, 360, 361, 78M 

Diana,  C.  S.  ram.  mentioned 28B, 407. 757,  761, 830.831, 94tJ 

I  Diana,"  C.  H.  ».  ■ 

Deetruotion  of 13fi,  137, 13»,818,822-82M 

Mentioned 64, 65. 71.107, 194,264, 82M 

Diana.t  V.  S.  H.  V 

h    Capture  of,  March  2)S,  1863.  fl 

Canualtiee ^^^9 
Extract  from  dUry  of  G.  W.  Baird 11^ 
It«port  of  ifl 

FoitB,  J.  M lira 
Oooke,A.  P lOra 
Jordan,  M lOtfl 
Moms,  Henry  W 106, 130,  lUV 
Taylor,  B I1*B 
Itoport  of  l| 

Weston,  Henry,  jr 
Weit*el,  <J H 

Mentioned 629,71 

Dickinson.  Andrew  O.     Correepondonce  with  H.  P.  Bee 6W,6I 

Dictator,  V.  H.  S.     Mentioned 71 

Dime,  Stfainer  (Tender).     Mentioned 842,8 

Dix,  John  A.     MenticinHl S 

Dr.  Beatty,  Confederate  slearaer.     Mentioned 

Dobrilovik,  Oristoforo.     Mentioned t 

I  Dodge,  Henry.     See  Hmry  Dodge,  CrmftdtraU  le/tooro'. 

Dolliver,  Oeorge  C.     Death  of 108-113,1 

Don,  George.     Mentioned 8 

Don  Juan,  Vp(mp1.     Mentioned L 
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Page 
Donaldsville,  La. 

Naval  operations  in  defense  of,  Jnne  27  to  July  12,  1863. 

Abstract  log  of 

Essex,  U.  8.  S 781-783 

kineo,  U.  8.  S 348-361 

Monongahela,  U.  8.  8 368-361 

New  London,  U.  8.  8 , 361-363 

Princess  Royal,  U.  8.  8 363-366 

Winona,  U.  8.8 36^368 

Casualties 327,336,348 

Communications  from 

Alden,  James 324 

Banks,  N.  P 323,324,331,338 

Emory,  W.  H 324,328,329,336,344,346 

Farragut,  D.  G -. 330,337,346 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 342 

OUver,  H.  Kemble 332 

Death  of 

Bullen,  J.  D 330,346,346 

Read,  Abner 333-336,366,360,361 

Disabling  of  U.  8.  8.  New  London,  July  10,  1863 338- 

343, 361-363, 366, 361, 364, 366 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Emmons,  George  F 344 

Emory,  W.  H 323,332 

Farragut,  D.  G 323,324,333,336,338,343,344 

Reports  of 

Bullen,  J.  D 380 

Chandler,  T.  K 327 

Emory,  W.  H 323,328,332,346,346 

Faries,  T.  H 363 

Farragut,  D.  G 326,333,340,342 

Foltz,  J.  M 327,334 

Green,  Thomas 361 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A 334 

Kindleberger,  David 336 

Major,  James  P 363 

Perkins,  G.H 341 

Porter,  H.  M 347 

Townsend,  Robert 339 

Woolsey,  M.  B 326,329 

Operations  at. 

Communications  from 

Alden,  James 241 

Emory,  W.H 304,307 

Farragut,  D.  G 239,252,263,304,310 

Palmer,  James  8 254 

Orders  and  instructions,  D.  G.  Farragut 236, 312 

Reports  of 

Emmons,  George  F 395,400 

Faries,  T.  H 381 

Weaver,  A.  W 304 


Donaldaonville,  La.,  Commanding  officer  at-    Crorreepondente  with 

Emory,  William  H aW 

Smith,  W.  D 323 

Loring,  Frank  W 332 

Douig'an,  Jamee.     Mentiooed 362 

Doubleda?,  Abner.     Mentionei) 3S1 

Douglass,  A-  A.     Mentioned IK 

DowUhk,  Bichard  W. 

Mentioned 666-558,661-563 

Beport  of  Joint  Federal  eipedition  to  Sabine  Paaa,  Tex.,  September  7-8, 

1863 569 

Thanks  of  C.  S.  Congreaa  to,  action  at  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  September  8, 

18«3 662 

Dojrle,  James  A.     Finding,  court-martial  of  F.  B.  Bill 480 

Doyle, .     Mentioned 32e,3M 

D'Oyloy,  N. 

CorreBpondence  with  H,  A.  Adams,  jr S88 

Mentioned !1SS,440 

Believed  of  command  of  V.  S.  S.  J.  P.  Jackson 411 

Drake,  Spencer.     Mentioned 777 

Drew,  Ohaxles  W. 

Mentioned 716 

Report  of  attack  on  Plaqueraine,  La.,  June  18,  1863 235 

Driscoll,  Dennis.     Mentioned 4,764 

Driscoll,  Kichael.     Mentioned 642 

Droege,  OetUng;  &  Co.     Mentdoned 47S 

Du  Bois,  Theodore  B. 
Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 688,724 

Farragut,  D.  G 344 

Mentioned 81,82 

Dudley,  Charles  S.     Mentioned 570 

Dudley,  Nathan  A.  M.     Mentioned 61.391,495,686,786,787,794 

Duff,  James. 

Mentioned 649,748 

Report  of  Boat  expedition  from  U.  8.  S.  Brooklyn,  to  P<nnt  Isabel,  Tex., 

May  30,  1863 281 

Duke,  Orand.    See  Ijrand  Date,  QmfederaU  eleamer. 

Duke,  James.     Mentioned 237,674-676,097.828 

Dunaway,  George  0.     Mentioned 688 

Dungan,  Warren  8.     Mentioned 682  _ 

Dunham,  Bobert  T.  ^M 

CorrijepuiideDce  with  ^^H 

Cooke,  A.  P <B^ 

Stone,  Charles  P - 621 

Mentioned 73,264 

Dunn,  Edward  T.     Mentioned 427,653 

Dunn,  James.     Mentioned 83 

DuPont,  Samuel  F.     Mentioneil 44, 1.12. 1»1. 266 

Dutton,  Salmon.     Mentioned 641,642,655 

Dwight,  Confederate  schooner.     Mentioned 811 

Dwight,  William. 

CorreufHindence  with  Jaiuea  Alden , 'HO 

Mentioned 107, 196. 209, 211, 77b 
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rvLgc 
Dyer,  Isaac.     Mentioned 681,682 

Dyer,  N.  Mayo. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  8.  8.  Eugenie 632 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell 730 

Mentioned 198,199,205,729 

Report  of  outbreak  of  yellow  fever 682 

Eager,  8chooner.     Destruction  of.  May  30,  1863 281 

Eaton,  Stephen  M.     Mentioned 54,767,772 

Eaton,  William  B. 
Correspondence  with 

Banks,  N.  P 242 

Gillis,  J.  P 626 

Mentioned 520,594,692,760 

Report  of  cruise  of  U.  8.  8.  Circassian 719 

Eddy,  Asher  B.     Mentioned 563 

Edward  Hawkins,  British  steamer.    Mentioned 370, 

374, 413, 414, 466, 467, 600, 511, 580, 619, 620, 763 

Edward,  Charles.     Protest,  case  of  British  schooner  Tampico 117-119 

Elf,  Vessel.     Mentioned 568,569 

Elkins,  M.     Mentioned 358 

Elias  Beckwith,  Sloop.    Capture  of,  April  23,  1863 161,277 

Elizabeth,  Schooner.    Mentioned 120 

Ellen  P.  Stewart,  Schooner.    Mentioned 322,371 

Ellet,  Alfred  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Ellet,  Charles  R 17,19,31 

Ellet,  John  A 40,41 

Grant,  U.  8 17,18 

Farragut,  D.  G 12,14,15 

Farragut,  Loyall 13 

Foltz,  Jonathan  M 12 

Porter,  David  D 19,31,32 

Walke,  Henry 16 

War  Department,  U.  8 50 

Mentioned 9, 10, 

22, 24-26, 28, 35, 45, 47, 49, 58, 59, 62, 204, 394 
Report  of  passage  of  VicksboiK,  Miss.,  by  U.  8.  rams  Lancaster  and  Switz- 
erland, and  sinking  of  ram  Lancaster,  March  25,  1863 23, 29, 51-^ 

Ellet,  Charles  Bivers. 
Correspondence  with 

Ellet,  Alfred  W 17,31 

Ellet,  John  A 20 

Farragut,  D.  G 34,38 

Mentioned 12,23,29,30,51,220,222 

Report  of  passage  of  Vicksbuig,  Miss.,  by  U.  8.  rams  Lancaster  and  Switz- 
erland, and  sinking  of  ram  Lancaster,  March  25,  1863 19 

Ellet,  Edward  C.    Mentioned 20 

Ellet,  John  A. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  8.  ram  Switzerland 31 

Correspondence  with 

Farragut,  D.  G 68,69 

Porter,  David  D 30 

Mentioned 23,29-32,53,70 


BUet,  John  A.  — CVintinued. 
Beporta  of, 

Switzerland.  U.  8.  mai. 

ConJition  of 40 

OperatioriB  of,  Marph  28  fo  May  7.  1893 41 

Vickeburg,  Mm.     PusKme  uf,  by  U.  S.  rams  Lancaster  and  Switzer- 
land, an'l  sinking  of  ram  Lanmster,  March  26,  1863 20 

EUet  ram  fleet.     See  Mimianiipi  Marine  Brigade. 

Elliot.  G.  D.     Mentioned 530 

Ellis,  FrancieE.     Mentioned 1!>5.  382 

Ellis,  Jamea  A.     Mentioued 124 

Elmore,  Henry  M.     Mentioned 558,558 

Emereon.  Charles.     Corre9i>onden<:e  with  Hiehard  B.  Irwin 256 

Emma,  Si'hooner. 

Mentioned 405 

Orders  (or  inovementa S87,  388 

Emmons,  Oeorg'e  F. 

Ap[ioiiiled  to  fommand 

Brooklyn,  U.  8.  Si 440 

Mononfjahela,  U,  S.  8 308 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squailron,  teiiifiorarily 426 

Correspondence  witli 

Farragut,  D.  U 338,343 

Macomb,  William  H 411 

Porter,  D.  D 480 

Stone,  Charles  P 410 

Towneend,  Robert 408 

Woolsey,  M.  B 344.419 

Mentioned  167.282.381,373,376.396, 404, 424, 425. 429, 431, 4»3.4.')9, 782 

Believed  of  command  of  U.  S.  8.  R.  R.  Cuyler  and  appointed  to  command 

U.S.  8.  Oneida 140 

Reporta  of.  , 

Brooklyn,  V.  S.  8.     Arrival  of,  at  New  York  from  New  Orleans 481 

Donaldsonnlle,  La.    Opereliona  at... 

Mi^ie^ippi  River.    Operatione  in 

Emory,  William  H. 
(.'i>rre8i«inden<*  with 

BankH,  N.  P 293,306,312,318 

BraahearCity,  Commanding  officer  at 310 

Clapp,  M 235 

DonHldBunviile,  La.,  Commanding  officer  at 30i 

Farragul.  U.  U. 252,307,309,313-316,324,329.330, 

Irwin,  Bidiard  U 292.3(6,311.81 

MorriB,  H.  W 292,302,301.  SOB, 328, 

Porter,  H.  M  ,._ 

St^iuder.  fl 

(ieneral  orders  - 

MenUoned 134, 198. 209,211,263, 254, 326, 331, 340. 624. 788 

Reports  of. 

Brash  ear  City,  La.    Operations  at 

Donaldmnvilje,  La.    Operations  in  defense  of 323,328,332,345, 

PlBMnemine,  \».     Alta''k  on.  .!nne  18,  1883 
Request  of,  for  reinfurL-eiuenlii  for  New  Orleans. 
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Page. 

Empire  City,  U.  8.  Army  transport.     Mentioned 136 

Empire  Parish,  Steamer.     Mentioned 188, 361 ,  509, 768, 770, 774 

Enchantress,  Schooner.     Yellow  fever  on  board  of 509 

Enterprise,  Schooner  (or  brig).    Mentioned 582, 672 

Era,  Vessel.     Mentioned 421 

Era  No.  3,  Confederate  steamer.    Mentioned 846 

Ericsson,  H.  P.     Mentioned 714 

Esperanza,  Fort.     See  Fort  Esperama. 
1,  U.S.  s. 

Abstract  log,  May  4  to  September  24,  1863 775-783 

Mentioned 54, 59, 76, 84, 98, 178, 282, 314, 367, 375, 393, 395, 397, 400, 

401, 408, 409, 419, 465, 492, 567, 667, 677, 678, 774, 784, 786-803, 807, 814 
Operations  in  Mississippi  River. 

At  Donaldsonville,  La 323, 

336-342, 34*,  350-353, 361, 364, 494-497, 502, 687, 688, 728 

At  Port  Hudson,  La 215, 216, 221, 246-248, 250, 256, 257, 263, 271 

Orders  for  movements 338, 491 

Junior,  Vessel.    Mentioned 495 

Estrella,  U.  S.  S. 
Cooke,  A.  P. 

Relieved  of  command 385 

Restored  to  command 428, 435 

Mentioned 42.77,106,108,109,113,131,134-138,153- 

155, 174, 1 78, 187, 188, 208, 210, 223, 254, 262. 282, 353, 367, 377, 391, 435- 
438, 440,  480, 493-497, 502, 616,  665, 671, 700, 706,  740, 768, 774, 782, 783 
Operations  in 

Berwick  Bay,  La.,  and  vicinity 1 380,681 

See  also  BuUe-d-lc^Rose,  La.,  ccq)hjLre  off  April  fM),  186S;   Queen  of 
the  FFert,  C.  S.  S.,  destruction  of  April  14,  186S, 

Matagorda  Bay,  Texas,  December  29-31,  1863 741-750 

Mississippi  Etiver 238,249-251 

Orders  for  movemente 68, 74, 75, 121, 179, 207. 219, 376, 379, 438, 484, 493, 733 

Reconnoissance  in  Red  River  and  engagement  with  Confederate  vesasels. 

May  ^-5,  1863 78-83,90-93,294,295 

Yellow  fever  on  board  of 1 650 

Eug^enie  (or  Eug^enia) ,  Schooner.    Mentioned 383, 385 

Eugrenie,  Steamer.    Capture  of.  May  6,  1863 171,278 

Eugenie.*  U.  8.  S. 

Dyer,  N.  M.,  appointed  to  command 632 

Mentioned 205,481,504,506,582,597,609,610,633,635,706,712 

Operations  off  Mobile,  Ala 623,624 

Orders  for  movements 729, 730 

Eureka,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  November  22, 1863 696 

Evans,  John.     Mentioned 849 

Ewell,  Benjamin  S.     Correspondence  with  B.  T.  Walshe 855, 856 

Exact,  U.  S.  Army  transport.    Mentioned 530 

Excelsior,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  July  13,  1863 388,761 

Exchange,  British  schooner.    Capture  of,  December  24.  1863 734 

P.,W. 

Correspondence  with  U.  8.  consul  at  London 620 

Mentioned 619 

Fahs,  Charles  F.    Mentioned 857 

Fanny,  t  Confederate  steamer.     Destruction  of,  September  12,  1863 583-^586 


*  Captured  blcKkade  ninner.  t  Formerly  Fox. 
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Fariea,  Thomas  A.     Reports  of. 

Bayou  LaEowrclie,  LouiHiana.    OperatioHs  on 

Berwick  Bay,  Louisiana.    Operatioiw  in  vicinity  of 818 

Donaldson ville,  La.    Engageraenta  with  Federal  gonboata  below,  July 

7-10,1863 363 

Hog  Point,  Louisiana,    Opvratloiuf  against  U.  8.  gunboats  and  transports 

near,  November  18-21,  1863 849-851 

FarragTit,  David  O. 

Arrival  of,  at  New  York  from  New  Orleans 442,443 

Correspondence  preparatory  to  relinquiahin^.  temporarily,  command  ot 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 422-427,432,441 

Correepondenct:  with 

AOamB,  H-  A.,ir 370,405,406 

Alden,  James —  54-56, 

62, 64, 66, 76, 178, 189, 207, 236, 230, 245, 250, 3Iti 

Augur,  0.  C 66,61,208 

Bailev,  TheodoruB ,        157,278 

Baiika,  N.  P 45,46,68,63,68,72,73,76,172,173,186, 

189, 211-220, 222-231, 235, 237, 242, 256, 260-262, 304, 309, 331, 375, 376 

Barker,  J.  T 230 

Beck,  J.  Francia,  etal 466 

Bell,  H.  H  ,84,99.102. 

103, 113, 120, 155, 182, 183, 187, 191, 195, 201, 274, 2S6, 293, 297,  306, 
311, 315, 321, 370-372, 382, 386, 407, 423-425, 432,  489,  591.  629.  652 

Berwick  Bay,  Senior  officer  at 428 

Bigelow.  G.  A 390 

Brott,  Davb&8hoii8 322 

Browne,  George  W 309 

Caldwell,  C.  H.  B 46,247 

Chase,  Charles  T 370,387 

Cooke,  A.  P 75.385.428 

Crocker,  Frederick 202 

Dewey,  George 426 

Dubois,  T.B 344 

Ellet,  Alfred  W 12,14,18 

ElJet,  CbarleaR 34,35 

EUet,  John  A 68.69 

BmmouB,  Geoige  F 140,308,338,343,396,400,408,419.426 

Emory,  William  H 252,307,309,313,315,324,329,330,344-346 

Foiti,  J.  M 4,82,110,275,327.334 

Fisher.  J.  0 235 

Fox,  G.  V 44,69,724,750 

Prsnklin,  Samuel  R 429 

Gillis,  J.  P 300,319,369,422 

Goldsborough,  John  B 176,198,202,205,275.277 

Grant,  D.  8 6,7,9,14-16,26,26,71 

Gfeen,  Francis  M 430 

Hart,  JohtiB 38,74,79 

Hatfield,  Cheater 422 

Henry.  K  W 391.430 

Hooper,  Q.  A 395 

Irwio,  Richard  B 209 

Jenkins,T,  A 253.266, 


rt* 


257, 263, 334, 336, 375-378, 385, 301, 392, 397, 400, 401. 404, 427  ^M 
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Farra^ut,  Bavid  O. —Continued.  Pice. 

Corresponilem-e  uilh 

Jordan,  11 :J7H 

Jouett.  Jamas  E 140, 1(»8,318 

Key  West,  Fla.,  Judge  of  V.  S.  prize  covirt  at 171 

Lewis,  R.  F.  R 368 

McNair,  F.  V 431 

Macomb,  WilUam  H 250,833 

MtuliRan,  John,  jr 406 

Marchand,  J.  B 295,296,316 

Mobile,  Ala.,  Comnuiiiding  officer  off 308 

Morria,  H.  W 48,68,252,277,283,302,404 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M 126 

Natchez,  Miss.,  Mayor  of 4 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 43,83,121,122, 

169, 182, 204, 290, 291, 321, 322, 396, 401, 691, 813, 716, 722, 731, 737, 751 

Navy  Yard,  PenaacolH,  Fla.,  Commandant  of 368 

Palmer,  Jamea  S 77,187,207-209,219,237,376,422 

Perkins,  G.  H 341.343.430 

Porter,  D.D 6, 

11, 12, 24, 26, 27, 28, 33, 37, 38, 70, 76, 77, 260, 337, 392, 393, 432 

Potter,  Edward  E 343 

Read,  Abner 308,323 

Roath,  W.  D 422 

Rowan,  a  C 123 

Sartori,!..  C 429 

Smith,  M 236 

Stone,  Charlea  P 232 

Towneend,  Robert 260,338,339 

Upton,  D.P 428 

Walke,  Henry 10 

Watson,  John  C 406,610 

Wattere,  John 302,324 

Weaver,  A.  W 304 

Weit^el,  (i 217,218 

Wigpn,  George 260,379 

Wilkep,  Charles 96 

Wise,  H.  A 403 

Woolsey,  M.  B 312,326,329,330 

Departure  of,  from  New  Orleans  for  New  York 433 

General  orders 174 

Mentione<.l 5,8,10,12,13,15-18,22,23,29-31,40-42, 

46.50-53,56,65,66-68,88,89,97,100,104,130-133,  136,144-146,  154, 
171,174.179,186,203,224,241,242,264,255,263,264,291,292,300,305, 
:J07,  313, 321, 323, 328, 112, 335, 342, 343, 346, 347, 352, 356, 359,  .166, 373, 
398,401-103,409.411,412,417,419-421,431,433,434,437,439,441,456, 
468, 506. 608, 614, 639, 763, 767,  778-781, 786, 788-793, 800, 802, 803, 837 

Opinion  of,  rtgarding  ships  of  war 298 

ReJieved  of  cNimmand  in  Migdaeippi  River  above  New  Orleana  by  David 

D.  Porter 393,397,419,432,442 

Reports  of. 

America,  Schooner.    Capttire  of,  Angnet  27,  1863 486 

Bell,  H.  H.     Entertainment  of  Confederate  officers  by 181 

Ctingratulalory  orders,  receipt  of 464 


mt%x. 

Tairagut,  David  G-— Coiitinuwi. 
Reports  of. 

Donald  Bouvi  He,  La.     Naval  openitiaiiB  in  defense  of 325,333.340,341 

Hartford,  U.  S.  S.    CoDdition  of 730 

Isabel,  Confederate  schooner.    UeBtrat^tioD  of.  May  18, 1S63 1»8 

MiaaiBaippi  Bi ver,     OperatioiiB  in 367, 700 

Mobile,  Ala. 

Blockade  oi 3H 

Captures  made  off 277 

New  Orlfanfl,  I^.     Qoarantiue  r^ulatioas  ieeued  bj  militBry  codi- 

nmndanl  at 273 

Port  Hmltvin,  La. 

OperatioiiHalmve,  Marchl5  toMay  6.  1863 3,34,40,47,54,72 

Siegeof 206, 221, 234, 243, 24a, 256 

Ked  River,  l^.     Reconnoissance  in,  and  engaiiemeut  at  Fort  De 

Russy,  U.,  May  3-6,  1863 78.294,295 

Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico.     Affairs  in  vidnity  of 319 

Sabine  Paas.  Tex.     Joint  expedition  to,  September  7-«.  1863 564 

St.  Andrew's  Bay,  Florida.     Deetruction  of  salt  works  in,  December 

Hand  18,  1863 723 

Sciota,  I".  8,  a    Sinking  o(,  by  U.8.S.  Antona 398 

TennesHee,  U.  8.  S.     Use  of,  as  flagship 396 

Textui.     BliM-kaileof  toast  of 311,681 

Warrtsnton,  Miw.     Operationa  againat 34 

Wv«t  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Coudition  and  needs  of 1 79, 272, 284, 319, 320, 399, 426 

Dispoeition  of  vessels 282 

Farra^t.  Loyall. 

Corresfwndeiiw  with  Alfred  W.  El  let 13 

.MenliiiiiMl   28,191,490,  T64 

Farragut,  Virginia  L. 

Correnpondente  with  H.  H.  Bell 490 

Mentioned 191,240,663 

Farrand.  EbenezBr.    Mentioned 867 

Fauntleroy,  Charles  M.     MeJitioned 832.933 

Fawcett  &  Preston.     -Mentioned 190 

Feamot,  f.  S,  slure.-hip.     Mentioned 282,351,604,605,616,638.703 

Featheraton,  Winfield  8.     Mentioned 806 

Febiger,  John  C.     Mentioned- 419,420,724 

Fenner,  E.  D,     (  orrL-spondeuce  with  Fnuiklln  Buchanan 826,827 

FerguBoa,  Samuel  W.     Mentione<( 86 

Feme  &  Brothers.    Mentioned 182 

Fitkett,  Levi  8.     Mentioned 704 

Fields,  William.     Mentioned - 452 

Fife,  George.     Mentioned »3 

Fisher,  James  C.     Uorrespoadence  with  D.  G.  Farragut 235 

Fiake,  Willi  am  Oscar.     Mentioned 107,503,687,728 

Fitzhugh,  WQliamE.     Appointed  to  command  U.  8.  B.  Pinola 600 

Flags  of  truce 127, 

130, 191, 408, 548, 602. 624, 636, 639,  (£4, 6X3-686, 897, 810, 826, 627, 841 

Flanders,  Benjamin  V.     Mentioned 314 

Flanner,  Joe.    See  .he  Flnnncr.  Srliootirr. 
Fleury,  Mr.     Mentioned 


kl 
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Florida,*  C.  S.  S.  P»ff«- 

Mentioned 106, 12a,  132, 1&7,  IW,  573, 625, 631 

Sewchfor 96,87 

Florida.t  Confederate  Hteomer.     Mentioned 73S 

Zlorildo,  Steamer.    Mentioneil , 556, 8^ 

norrie,  Briliah  schooner.    Capture  of,  October  li,  1863 608 

Flying  Scud,  Britiah  schooner.    Capture  of,  August  12,  186:).  4Si2-iM,471-tm,5l1 

Flynn,  M.  J.     Mentioned 548 

Fogaity,  M.     Mentioned , _ 92 

Foley,  Edward.     Mentioned MS 

Folts,  Jonathan  H. 
CorreBpondence  with 

Ellet,  Alfred  W 12 

Kindleborger,  Darid 335 

Mentioned 767 

Becommends  quarantine  against  Key  Weet,  Fla 276 

Beporte  of  casualties  on 

Albatross,  U.  8.  8.,  at  Fort  De  RuBgy,  1«.,  May  4.  1863 82 

Diana,  U.  S.  8.,  in  Atcliaialaya  River,  La.,  March  28,  18«3 110,  111 

Hartford,  U.S.  S.,  at  Grand  Gulf.  Mibb.,  Mftrcii  19,  1863 4 

Moaongahela,  U.  S.  S.,  near  Donaldaonville,  La.,  July  7,  1863 334,336 

PriiR-esB,  Royal,  U.  S.  M.,  at  Dona!d.'«>nville,  La.,  June  26,  1863 327 

Foots,  Andre'wH.     Mentioned 254,2.W,781 

Ford,  John  8.     Mentioned 749 

ForeatKing,  fiohooner.     Mentioned 182,184,189,283,686,756 

Forney,  James.     Mentioned 279 

Fort  Beauregard,  La.     Attack  upon,  May  10, 1863.    ReportofG.  W.  Logan.      825 
Fort  Bisland,  La.     Engagement  at.     Bee  Berwick  Bay,   La.     Operations  in 

ricinily  oj. 
Fort  Butler,  La.     Attack  on.     See  DoiialdtoinniU,  La,     Xaval  operatiotui  in 

rfy«^.  of. 

Fort  OhSne,  La.     Abandoned  by  Confedetaten 380 

Fort  Be  Bussy,  La.     Engagement  at,  May  4,  1863.     See  Red  Biter,  La. 

Rrcimnoimni'-e  in,  et^.,  pp.  78-83,90-93,294,295,385,428, 
Fort  Eaperanzft,  Tex.     See  Prue  OavaUo,  Tex. 
Fort  Jackaon,  La.     Mutiny  at.     Reports  of 

Banks,  N.  P 717 

Marchaml,  J.  B 716 

Fortier, .     Mentioned 819 

Fortman,  Henry.    Mentioned 286,288,758 

Foster,  Amos  F.     CorresiKindence  witb  Robert  Townsend 496 

Foster,  Isaac.     Mentioned 327,364 

Foster,  James  P.     Mentioned 502, 678, 687 

Fowler,  Oharlea.     Capture  of,  in  Sabine  Pam,  Te.taa,  April  10,  1863..  128-130,150 

Fowler,  William  W.     Mentioned 825 

Fox, I  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  in  Mississippi  River,  April  12,  1863 141,809 

Escape  of,  into  Mobile  Bay,  AprillS,  1863 165,809 

Mentioned 120.160,707 

Fox,  QuataTua  V.    Correspondence  with 

Farragut,  D.  G 44.59,724,750 

Rolando,  H 579 


tKnon 


nlwuHtrlke.  lAIUrwards  F^nnj,  whkt. 


Fox,  Oustsvua  V. — CorreHponiJence  with — ('^mtinued.  !■■««■ 

Rowan.  S.  C .* 300.301 

flee  AttiMani  Seerdarii  of  the  Navy;  aim  iVan/  D^aMment,  U.  8. 

Fox,  Jamea  A-     Mentioned ,.  M7,6M 

France,  Emperor  of-    Mentioned SM,S06 

FroAcis  A.  Palmer,  Britiefa  veeeel.     Mentioued OH 

Franltliiit  Samuel  £■ 

Ap|X)int«d  llpet  ciiptain,  West  Gulf  Bliickading  Squadron QOB 

Appoint*^!  t'.i  nimmand  U.  S.  S.  Oneida .,      49 

Coiresponilfnce  with 

BeU,  H.  H MB 

Bowen,  James 879 

Mentioned 175, 278. 282,  aOB 

Relieved  o[  command  of  U.  S.  8.  Oneldaand  appointed  to  commaiKl  U.  6. 

ship  Kortemouth 666 

Heport  of  capture  of  schooner  Sea  Lion,  May  S,  1863 17« 

Pranklin,*  U.  P.  ironclad.     Mentioned SBO 

Franklin,  William  B. 
Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H SaO 

Stone,  Charles  P 73S 

Mentioned 5lo,5l7,518,621,622,5M- 

5^'7, 633,534, 636, 51)8-541,544-648, 551, &62,654,  561.565.583,  668,  7» 
Kepon  of  joint  exi)edition  to  Sabine  Paw,  Tex.,  September  7-8,  1863  ,.  S27,G3S 

Fratan,  John.    Mentioned 44S 

Fraaer,  Jolm.    Mentioned 54S,SH 

Frederic,  H.  A.     Mentioned 01 

Freeman,  Fiahfrman.     Mentioned 738 

French,  Henry.     Mentioned 178 

French,  J.  Compton.    Mentioned SB 

French,  Ttaomaa  B.    Correspondence  with  T.  A.  Farie« SM 

French  Hiniater  to  the  United  States-     Mentioned 308,830 

Friendship,  British  schooner.     Capture  ni 632 

Frisk.  Char  lea.     Mentioned 3n6 

Fugitive  alavea. 

Correspondence  coaieming 64, 65, 228, 238-241,247, 261. 366 

EnliBtment  of,  in  C.  S.  Navy 174,322,395 

Fuller,  Edward  W.     Mention^ 63-65,  S2, 136, 138, 139, 164, 626. 636, 536 

Fulton,  Albert  K.    Mentioned 766 

Fulton.  C.  S.  transport.    Mentioned 65 

G.  T.  Ward,  Brig.    Mentioned 471 

Qabaudan.  Edward  0. 

Mentioned 26, 49. 50, 64. 55, 86, 67. 132, 26*.  765, 767 

Report  of  operations  above  Port  Hudson,  Ia.,    March  27  to  April  7, 1863.         35 

Oainea,  C.  8.  8.     Mentioned 199,705,738,849 

Galatea,  H.  B.  M.  S.     Mentioned 639,693,694.705 

Galena.  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 724 

Galveaton,  Tex. 
Affairs  bL 

Orders  and  inBtruction^,  J.  B.  Magmder 829,856 

Report  of  J.  B.  Magruder R31 

CaptuTBB  made  off IT7, 388, 461, 475 

Confederate  staamera  at _ H4g 

•  Mo  PtukltD  In  Die  U.  8.  HsTf  at  tbla  tliDe. 
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QalTeeton,  Tex. — CoDtiaued.  P>«r- 

Defenaeaof.     Reports  of  H.  H.  Bell  regarding 183.372 

Operations  off. 

Com mnni cations  from 

Bell,  EI.  H 192,475,666 

Farragut,  D.  G 191 

Mullany,  J.  B.  M 126,127 

Letter  of  X.  B,  De  Bray,  re{pfding  commnmc&tioii  by  flag  of  trnce. .      810 
Orders  nnd  inetructionB. 

Beil,  H.  H HM,  114, 204, 274, 505-508, 677 

Farntgut,  D.  G 309 

Morris,  H.  W 184 

Mullany,  J,  R.  M 443 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 122,468 

Reports  of 

Bell,  U.  H 94,90,102,113,120,143,293,811,371,372,407,610 

Farragut,  D.  G 181 

Gillis,  JohnP 617,664,701 

Lowry.  R.  B 139 

Mullany,  .1.  R.  M ]26,1«6, 189,199, 283, 454. 471,467 

See  also  Abf'ra''lii  oflogr,  diariet,  etc.,  pp.  753-763. 

Smith,  Loon,  appointed  to  coimnand  C.  8,  naval  force  at 855 

OalTeaton,  Tex.,  Britiab  cohbuIbx  officer  at. 

CoiTpfii>ondence  with  J.  B.  Magnider 843,344 

Mentioned 115, 2fi3, 741, 759,810, 842 

O&lveaton.  Tex..  Preach  consular  ag«nt  at.    Mentioned 99,754 

Qalveaton,  Tex.,  Pruaaian  conaulaj  officer  at.    Mentioned 469 

Galveaton,  Tex..  Swiss  consular  officer  at.     Mentioned 476,482,594 

Gamble,  William  H.     Mentioned 275 

Gamble.  William  H. 

Mentioned 282,468 

Report  of  arrival  of  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas  at  PhiUdelphia  from  New  OrleaoB.      518 

QsJiier,  Blie.     Mentioned 821 

Gardner,  TTi-nnVliw. 
Correspondence  with 

Genesee,  D.  8.  8..  Commanding  officer  of 825 

Peroberton,  J.  C 84,87.88,814.816 

Bed  River,  La.,  Commanding  officer  at  month  of 84 

Mentioned 85,230,231,247,260,261,266,803 

Reports  of  operations  against  and  about  Port  Hudson,  La 84,88,807,814 

Garrett,  8.  B.    Mentioned 364,382.819,820 

Garrity,  P.    Mentioned 598 

Qarza.  Juan  Jose  de  la-     Mentioned 384 

Gftudet,  Oscar.     Mentioned 363,364,382,818,820,821 

Oautreaux,  Joseph.     C-orreepondence  with  E.  T.  King.. 92 

Gelett.  Joseph  8.    Mentioned 686 

General  Banks,  U.  8.  Army  tranaport-     Mentioned 623, 

527, 630, 531, 633, 540, 641, 553, 768, 772 

General  Beauregard,  C.  S.  S.    Mentioned 738 

General  Buckner,*  Confederate  steamer. 

Capture  of 828 

Mentioned 182 

General  O.  0.  Pinck&ey,  Schooner.    Mentioned 289 


261, 340,  see,  728.  767, 7 


MenOone<l  49,76,98,99,170,282.324,364.356,357- 

369,  mS,  386,  :m,  377, 3H6, 393, 400, 402, 419, 435-438, 440,  464, 470, 
477,  564, 590, 610, 624, 626,  627, 65S,  671, 776-780,  784-789.  783-803 
OperatioDfl. 

AtPort  Hiidfwn,  La 221,236,246,260,825 

In  MiBsissippi  Bound 480,583-586 

Orders  for  niovementfl 411,435,476,563 

Geor^  WaabinBton.  Rtetuiwr.    Mentioned 

Georgia.  C.  H.  9.    Mentioned 162,5: 

Geraud.  P.  8.     Mentioned 

Oerety.  Joaeph  I..     See  Jotqik  L.  (ierOy,  Schooner. 
Gertrude,  U.  S.  S. 
Abstract  log, 

September,  12, 13, 1863 586 

October  13,1863 _ 626 

Captures  made  by 463 

Mentioned 605,610,664, 5110,609,  712 

Ordera  for  inovemeiita 402,494 

Wade,  Henrj-C,  appointed  to  command 670 

Gherardi,  Bancroft. 

CorreBpondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 840 

Mentioned 705,709,710 

Gibbe.  Captain.     Mentioned, 

Gibraltar.*  Steamer.    Mentioned 321,370,402 

Gibson,  Alexander. 
Corrpepondi 

k^ll,  H,  H 718,722 

Criasey,  Edwin 720 

Mentioned , 282,422,866,723 

Reports  o(. 

Preble,  U.  S.  ship.     Deetruction  of,  April  27,  1863 163 

fit  Andrew's  Bay,  Fla.    DcBtmction  of  salt  works  in,  December  14  and 

18,1863 720 


804 
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e  with  John  K.  Mitchell .. 


Gift,  Oeor^  W. 
Correa  ponder 

Mentioned 

Qildert,  Frank.     Mentioned 
Gillu,  John  F. 

Appointed  to  command  Texas  blockade 422,436, 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  II,  H 601. 666, 607,622, 643,686,709, 

Dana,  W.  H 535,638 

De  Bray,  X.  B , 

Eaton,  William  B 

Famgnt,  D.  G -       

•  Fonaccly  C.  8. 8.  enmur. 


60&-«q^H 

7MI.7d^| 


INDEX.  897 


I 


Gillis,  John  P. — Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

Mullany,J.  R.  M 619,564,566,592 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 626 

Perkins,  George  H 743 

Ship  Island,  Commanding  officer  at 438 

Woolsey,  M.  B 466,467 

Mentioned 412, 

424, 469, 474, 610, 620, 696, 601, 662, 663, 669, 677, 688, 692, 696, 741 
Reports  of. 

Galveston,  Tex.    Operations  off 617,664,701 

Helena,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  June  30,  1863 366 

James  Battle  and  William  Bagley,  Steamers.    Capture  of 397 

Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of 693,725 

Joint  expedition  to,  October  27  to  November  3,  1863 647 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex.    Joint  expedition  to,  September  7-8,  1863 617, 618 

Ship  Island,  Miss.    Expected  attack  upon 436 

Texas.     Blockade  of  coast  of 588, 622, 638, 672, 701, 710, 740 

Gillxnore,  duincy  A.     Mentioned 481 

Gladiator,  British  steamer.     Mentioned 413, 414, 466, 467, 600, 611, 613, 620, 763 

Glena,  Schooner.     Mentioned 487 

Glenn,  William.     Mentioned 643, 664 

Godfrey,  Washington.     Mentioned 282 

Goicouria,  General.     Mentioned 114 

Goldlng,  Daniel.     Mentioned 707 

Golding,  William.     Mentioned 674,679 

Goldsborough,  John  H. 
Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 437,469,470,604,664,689,690,597 

Farragut,  D.  G 176,202,206,275 

Mayo,  William  K 193 

Miller,  J.  D 509,683 

Mentioned 168,170,199, 

282, 424, 436, 436, 468, 474, 490, 605, 581-683, 600, 609, 635, 653,  756, 827 

Relieved  of  command  of  Mobile  blockade 601 

Reports  of. 

Clara,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  March  25,  1863 99 

Comet,  British  brig.     Capture  of,  May  16,  1863 192 

Elias  Beckwith,  Sloop.     Capture  of,  April  23,  IS6S 161 

Eugenie,  Steamer.     Capture  of,  May  6,  1863 171 

Hunter,  Schooner.     Capture  of.  May  17,  1863 197,295 

Mobile,  Ala. 

Blockade  of  198,480 

Captures  made  off 277 

Ripple,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  May  18,  1863 197 

Sea  Lion,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  May  9,  1863 176 

Yellow  fever.    Outbreak  of 582 

Gonzales,  Thomas.     Mentioned 365 

Good,  W.  Spaldingr.     Mentioned 555,560,661 

Gordon,  Alexander.     Mentioned 327,354,446,449-452 

Gordon,  H.  H.     Mentione<l 598 

Gorg^as,  Josiah.     Correspon<lenc4i  with  F.  C.  Humphreys 838 

N  W  R — VOL  20 57 
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Gormly,  Thomas  B.     Mentioned 149 

Qover,  Frederick  J.     Mentioned 452, 453, 466 

QiaStoa,  Edward  O.     Mentioned 590 

Qrahsm,  Daniel.     Meotioned 707 

Orabaia,  Jamee.     See  New  Orleani,  La.,  V.  S.  tiumhal  <il. 

Grand  Bay,  Confederate  ateamer.     Mentioned 845 

Orand  Duke,  C.  S.  S. 

Engagement  with  Federal  Teasele  at  Fort  De  Ruesy,  Ked  River,  May  5, 

1863 7R-83,  90-93,  294,  295 

Mentione<l 137-139,154.822 

Qrand  Oulf,  Uiss.     Engagement  with  batteriee  at 
Marcli  li),  1B63, 

Abstract  log  of  U.  8.  S.  Hartford T«3 

Caaualtiee 4 


Bowen,  Johns 806 

Farra«ut,D.  G 3.4 

Folt2,  J.  M 4 

Reeve,  John  J 86 

March  31,  1863. 

Abstract  log  ot  U.  8.  S.  Hartford 765 

CHHUaltiea 48,86,87 

Reports  of 

Bowen,  John  S 86,87 

Ellet,  John  A 41 

Farragut,  D.  G 48 

Gabaudan,  E.  C 35 

April  29,  1863.     Report  olJ.  C.  Peniberton 89.90 

Orand  Lake,  Louisiana.     Operations  in.     See  Btraick  Bay,  Im.     Uperatiimt  tn 

incinUy  of.     Also  Qiiem  of  tht  Writ,  C.  S.  S.     Datrvetion  qf,  AprH  14, 
1S6S. 
Granite  City,  U.  ti.  H. 

Mentioned 607,510,516- 

619, 521-.'i24, 526-S33, 535-541,544-548, 551, 652, 554, 556, 565, 594, 600, 
604, 839, 654. 672, 680, 685, 695, 697, 698, 702, 703, 710, 719, 726.  733.  736 

In  Matagorda  Bay,  Tei.,  December  29-31,  1863 741-7.50 

Off  Sabine  Pass,  Texas 612 

See  also  ■*6in«  Pan,  Tfx. ,  joint  expedition  againtt,  S^tember  7-8,  laex. 

Orders  for  niovementH 402, 616, 660, 688-«e0 

Qraut,  Ulyasea  B. 

Coneapondence  with 

Banks,  N.  P 6,8, 60,65,69,185 

Ellet,  Alfred  W 17.18 

Fa^^^nIt.  D.  0 6.7,9,14-16,26,26.71 

MenUoned 10,12. 

19, 24, 25, 27, 28. 34-36. 40, 44. 46, 47, 54, 56, 57-69, 61-64, 68, 72-76,  78, 
89,  172. 173,  178, 186-189. 203, 204, 208, 213, 219, 232, 224. 230,  242. 254. 
255, 260, 264, 304, 331, 377, 386, 393, 410, 423, 662, 764. 774,  791, 793, 803 
Report  of  paaaageof  Vickaburg,  Miee.,  by  I'.  S.  raina  Lancaster  and  Switx- 

erland,  aod  sinking  of  ram  Lancaster.  Mardi  25,  1B63 18 

Orant'a  Paas.     Attack  upon  batteries  on,  Se|iteuil>er  12  and  13,  1863. 

Abstrai't  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Genesee . .•,... -■ ..      685 
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Pace. 
Grant's  Pass.    Attack  on  batteries  on,  September  12  and  13, 1863 — Continued. 
Reports  of 

Bigelow,  George  A 684 

Macomb,  W.  H 584 

See  also  Missisgippi  Sound. 

Grass,  A.     Mentioned 306 

Grassier,  Julian.     Mentioned 356 

Gray,  Henry.     Mentioned 822, 832 

Gray,  Samuel  0.     Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell 695 

Grayson,  John  B.     Mentioned 87 

Great  Britain,  U.  8.  minister  to.     Correspondence  with  State  Department, 

US 201 

Green,  Francis  M. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Commodore 430 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell 484 

Green,  Thomas. 

Mentioned 265, 306, 323, 325, 326, 329, 347, 365, 367, 748, 802, 821, 822. 824 

Reports  of. 

Berwick  Bay,  La.    Operations  in  vicinity  of 833 

Donaldsonville,  La.     Attack  on,  June  28,  1863 361 

Green,  Willis.     Mentioned 543 

Greene,  Charles  H. 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.Bell 657,697 

Reports  of. 

Mississippi  Sound.     Operations  in 630, 734 

Mobile,  Ala.     Expected  attack  upon  blockading  fleet  off 690, 732, 738 

Syrena,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  October  21,  1863 635 

Greenlee,  Lotiis  8.     Mentioned 855 

Greenough,  W.     Mentioned 727, 728 

Greer,  James  A.     Mentioned 13 

Gregory,  Hanson.     See  Hanson  Gregorifj  Coal  bark. 

Gregory,  John  H.     Mentioned 124,630 

Gregory,  Thomas  B.    Mentioned 687,678,688 

Grey  Jacket,  Steamer.     Capture  of,  December  31,  1863 752, 753 

Gridley,  William  A.     Mentioned : 446,452 

Grierson,  Benjamin  H.    Mentionwl 89, 189, 210, 223,  776, 790,  792, 793 

Griffin,  L.  P.    Mentioned 646,682 

Griffin,  8.  P.     Mentioned 655 

Griffin,  William  H. 

Mentioned 555, 556, 558 

Reports  of  boat  expedition  to  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  April  18,  1863 150-153 

Griffith,  John.     See  John  Griffith,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Grindly,  George.     Mentioned 146 

GrinneU,  H.  Walton.     Mentioned 680,682,702,736 

Grove,  Francis  H. 

Mentioned 439,484 

Report  of  expedition  to  Bay  St.  Louis,  Miss. ,  October  15,  1863 630 

Grover,  Charles  A.     Mentioned '. 631 

Grover,  Cuvier. 

Correspondence  with 

Alden,  James 223 

Banks,  N.P 224 

Mentioned 63, 1 34, 196, 209, 258, 776,  788, 793 

Report  of  operations  in  vicinity  of  Berwick  Bay,  La "'^^^^ 
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Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  Treaty  of.     CHted 503,604,511,589 

Guibor,  Henry.     Mentioned 87 

Gunboat  No.  8.     Mentioned 849, 860 

Gunnison,  C.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 690,697,705 

Swain,  E.  A . ,  ordered  to  relieve  F.  M.  Tucker  of  command 848 

Gwin,  Lucy.     See  iuq/  Gmn,  Confederate  steajner. 

H.  McGuin,  Barge.     Capture  of 399 

Hadlock,  William  E.     Mentioned 333,345 

Hagan,  Patrick.     Mentioned 468 

Haggart,  Thomas  0. 

CJorrespondence  with  H.  Rolando ^ 571 

Mentioned 445,453,570 

Haggerty ,  Daniel.     Mentioned 600 

Halbig,  P.    Mentioned 442 

Halbig,  G.     Mentioned 442 

Halcro,  Edward  W.     Mentioned 686 

Haldeman,  Horace.     Mentioned 880 

Hale,  James,  A  Co.     Mentioned 571, 611 

Hall,  Green.     Mentioned 556, 847 

Hall,  Thomas.     Mentioned 643 

Hall,  Thomas  G.     Death  of 108,110,131 

Hall,  Thomas  H.     Mentioned 358 

Hall,  Wilbum  B.     Mentioned 817 

Halleck,  Henry  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Banks,  N.  P 138,532,717 

Grant,  U.  S 18 

Hurlbut,  S.  A 751 

Mentioned 206",  634 

Hallock,  Luther  D.     Mentioned 542 

Ham,  John  S.  P.     Mentioned 747 

Ham  an, .    Mentioned 194 

Hamanez,  Hanoverian  brigantine.     Mentione<l 384 

Hamilton,  Isaac  B.     Mentioned'. 78,81,83,767 

Hamilton,  James.     Mentioned 149 

Hamilton,  John  B. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Commodore 599 

Correspondence  with 

Adams,  H.  A.,  jr 387 

Bell,  H.  H 665,738 

Mentioned 624,630 

Hamilton,  Patrick.     Mentioned 335,360,361 

Hamilton,  Washington.     Mentioned 815 

Hammond,  Bark.     Mentioned 676 

Hamner,  H.  A.     Mentione<l 152 

Hancox,*  Steamer.     Mentioned 380 

Handy,  Thomas  H.     Mentioned 92 

Hanover,  Sdiooner.     Burning  of,  May  10, 1863 177 

Hanscom,  P.  D.     Mentioned 598 

Hansen,  Oharles.     Mentioned 714 

Hanson,  Gregory,  Coal  Imrk.     Mentiono<l 673, 679, 686, 724 

♦  Prwbttbly  I.  W.  Hanoox. 
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Harcourt,  William.     Mentioned 82 

Hardeman,  William  P.     Mentioned 361,362 

Harden,  John  F.     Mentioned 693 

Harriet  Lane,*  C.  8.  S. 

dockade  of,  in  Gralveston  Harbor,  Tex.    See  GalvesUmj  Tex.    Operations  off. 

Condition  of 805,808,813,815,831,833 

Mentioned.., 60,94,102,105,114,126,138,140, 

142, 151, 157, 192, 286, 288, 535, 536, 600, 754, 755, 757, 813-817, 835, 847 

Transfer  of,  from  Navy  to  Army 807 

Harris,  Arnold.     Mentioned 444 

Harris,  Arthur  H.  (?)    Mentioned 654 

Harris,  Charles.     Mentioned 556 

Harrison,  Mr.     Mentioned 602,603 

Harrison,  Gteorg^e  W.     (Correspondence  with  Franklin  Buchanan 828 

Harrisonburg,  La.     Operations  at.    See  Fort  Beauregard^  La, 

Hart,  Confederate  steamer.    Mentioned 64, 65, 135, 137, 139, 380 

Hart,  John.     Mentioned 596 

Hart,  John  E. 

Correspondence  with  D.  G.  Farragut 38,74 

Mentioned 75,78,282,296 

Reports  of  reconnoissance  in  Red  River,  La.,  and  engagement  at  Fort  De 

Russy,  La.,  May  3-6,  1863 79-82 

Hartford,  U.  8.  S. 

Abstract  log,  March  16  to  August  15,  1863 763-776 

Condition  of 399,613,730,761 

Disposition  of  officers  and  crew  of 691 

Mentioned 99,167,174,179, 

186, 187, 203, 275, 282, 299, 340, 363, 365, 367, 372, 406, 424, 432, 433, 
464, 486, 554, 610, 629, 630, 652, 691, 723, 730, 777, 782,  793,  795,  808 
Operations  in  Mississippi  River. 

Above  Port  Hudson,  La 3-7,9,12-18,24-26,28, 

31, 33-38, 41, 47, 49, 53, 54, 62, 64, 65, 67, 70, 72, 76-79, 81, 82, 84-88, 178 

Siege  of  Port  Hudson,  La 206-210,212, 

215-217, 219-222, 224, 225, 228, 233, 234, 237-240, 244, 249, 263, 256, 263 

At  Grand  Gulf,  Miss 805,806 

Orders  for  movements 422 

Passage  of,  from  New  Orleans  to  New  York 442, 443 

Hartwell,  Charles  A.     Mentioned 216 

Harwood,  Andrew  A.     Mentioned 300 

Harwood,  Franklin.     Mentioned 196,215,324 

Haswell,  Gouvemeur  K.     Mentioned 703 

Hatfield,  Chester. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  8.  S.  Aroostook 422 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 279 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M 436 

Mentioned 286,287,433,693,768 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Eureka,  November  22,  1863  696 

Hatteras,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 373,626 

Havana,  Cuba.     Blockade  runners  at.    Communications  from 

Havana,  Cuba,  Acting  U.  8.  consul-general  at 706,727 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 182 


•  Formerly  U.  8.  S.  Harriet  Lane. 
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Havana,  Cuba.  Britisli  codbuI  at.     Mt-nlioneii 1&4 

Havana,  Cuba,  C.  S.  agent  at. 

Mentioned 865 

Cnrresponiieiice  with  Jnmm  M.  Mason _,.        828 

Havana,  Cuba,  PortugneBe  consul  at.     Mentioneii 144 

Havana,  Cuba,  IT.  B.  consular  officers  at. 

Mentioned 182,281,450 

CorreBpondenre  with  II.  H.  Bell 706,727 

Hawkins,  Edward.     See  Edward  JIawkins,  BritM  gteamrr. 

Hawlejr, .    Mentioned 6M 

Hayes,  Jolm.     Meiilloned 543 

Hays,  Edmund.     Menlioneii 357 

Hays,  Charles  W.     Mentioned - 738 

Hazard,  Samuel  F.     Mentioned , 97 

Hazeltine,  Edward  C.     Mentioned 774 

Head  of  the  Passes,  Mississippi  River,  Iiight-house  Buperintendent  at. 

CorreHpondeni*  with  H.  H.  Bell 687 

Heap,  Joseph  K.     Mentioned 420,783 

Heath,  David  P.     Mentioned 282 

Hebe,  Vessel,     Mentioned 256 

Heise,  A.     Mentioned 366 

Helena,  Barge.     Burning  of.  December  11,  1863 ■ 856 

Helena,  Schooner.    Capture  o£,  June  30,  1863 366 

Helm,  Charles  J.     See  Havniia,  Oaba,  C.  S.  agent  of. 

Henderson,  Thomas.     Mentioned 490 

Henderson,  Captain.     Mentioned 749,  750 

Heney,  'ohnC.     Mentioned  543 

Henrj",     Ir.     .Mi-iitioned t 831 

Henry.  Edmund  W. 

AppointLHi  to  command  U.  8.  S.  Owaafo 590 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 204, 290. 317, 318, ««0 

Farragut,  D.  G 391 

Mollany,  J.  R.  M 602 

Tampico,  Mexico,  U.  S.  conBul  at 384 

Mentioned 282,321, 382, 433, 476, 643, 645-fl48,e83, 701, 702. 741, 756, 761 

Believed  of  command  of 

Bciola,  IT.  S.  B.,  and  appointed  to  command  U.  S.  ship  Portsmouth..      430 
),  U.  8.  8 - 435,608 
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Dashing  Wave,  Brig.     Capture  of,  November  ,5,  1B63 

Tampico,  Meiico.    Affaire  at S83 

Henry  Dod^,  Confedemte  schooner.    Mentioneti 811-813,822 

Henry  Janes,  V.  8.  mortar  echooner.    Mentioned 282 

Henry  Tranere  (or  Travers),  Vessel.    Menl4onpd 441 

Herbert,  George  R.     Mentioned — 61 

Herbert,  Philemon  T.     Itlentioned .161 

Herman,  Oeorge.     Mentioned 782 

Herren.  Gadi.     Report  of  destruction  of  U.  8.  S.  Borrataria,  April  7,  1863  ..  125 

Herrick,  Edward.     Mentionetl 587 

Hervey,  William.     Report  of  casualties  at  Fort  De  Russy,  La,  May  4, 1863..  92 
Hesseltine,  Prank  S. 

Mentioned 682 
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Page. 
Hesseltine,  Frank  S. — Continued. 

Report  of  joint  operations  in  Matagorda  Bay,  Tex.,  December  29  to  31, 

18^3 746 

Hewes,  James.     Mentioned 649 

Hewett,  E.     Mentioned 698 

Hewitt, .     Mentioned 381,382 

Hewitt,  B.  M.     Mentioned .^ 270 

Hi^bee,  John  H.     Mentioned 768,773 

Higgina,  Patrick.     Mentioned 446, 452 

Hill,  Frederic  S. 

CJorreepondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 320,421 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M 143,161,174,471,483 

Court-martial  of 488,489 

Mentioned 166,168,282,486,487,563,694,762 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  bark  W.  G.  Anderson  and  appointed  to 

command  U.  S.  S.  Tennessee 637 

Reports  of. 

America,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  August  27,  1863 488 

Mack  Canfield,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  August  25,  1863 482 

Nymph,  Schooner.    Capture  of ,  April  22,  1863 158 

Pass  Cavallo,  Tex.    Blockade  of 156 

Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico.    Affairs  in  vicinity  of 482, 483 

Royal  Yacht,  Confederate  schooner.    Capture  of,  April  15, 1863 142 

St.  Joseph's  Island,  Tex.    Capture  of  boat's  crew  from  U.  S.  bark 

William  G.  Anderson  at 167 

Hill,  Mary.     See  Mary  Hillf  Confederate  steamer. 

Hill,  Richard  M.     Mentioned 682 

Hill,  Samuel.     Mentioned 468 

Hines,  Steamer.    Mentioned 89 

Hitchcock,  Robert  B. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 141 

Mentioned 105,122,131,132,166,369,759 

Reports  of. 

Alabama,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  April  18,  1863 144 

Pensacola,  Fla.    Affairs  at 100 

Hite,  C.  M.     Correspondence  with  J.  B.  Magruder 852, 863 

Hite,  George.     Mentioned 91 

Hobby,  AlfredM.     Mentioned 169,683,684 

Hobby,  Edward  E. 

Mentioned 169 

Report  of  capture  of  boat's  crew  from  U.  S.  bark  William  G.  Anderson  at 

St.  Joseph's  Island,  Tex 168 

Hobson,  Mr.    Mentioned 828 

Hodgkins,  James  E.     Mentioned 542 

Hoffinan,Wickham.     Mentioned 1.30,216 

For  correspondence  as  assistant  adjutant-general,  see  Sherman^  Thomas  W. 

Hoffinan,  William.     Mentioned 468 

Hog  Point,  La.    Operations  against  U.  S.  gunboats  and  transports  near, 

November  18-21,  1863.    Report  of  T.  A.  Fariee 849-«5l 
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Holabird,  Samuel  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 476,602 

Talbot,  William  H '. 312 

Mentioned 173,256,403,681 

Holbrook,  William  0.     Mentioned 617 

Holey,  W.     Mentioned 734 

Holland,  Simon  (or  Simeon)  L.     Mentioned 286,288,758 

Holland,  Theodore.    Mentioned 286,288,758 

Hollyhock,*  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 282 

282, 292, 312, 313, 320, 321, 376, 405, 459, 604, 616, 638, 706, 780 

Operations  in  vicinity  of  Berwick  Bay,  La 381 

Orders  for  movements 379, 428, 455 

Holmes,  Eug^ene.     Mentioned 153 

Honduras,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.    Mentioned 94, 95, 102, 113, 114, 753-755 

Hood,  Arthur  W.  A. 

CJorrespondence  with  H.  Rolando 572,573 

Mentioned 571,581,607,625 

Hooker,  Joseph.     Mentioned 181 

Hooper,  duincy  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 96,204 

Farragut,  D.  G 395 

MuUany,  J.  R.  M 164 

Mentioned 156,200,282,754 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Nymph,  April  22,  1863 159 

Hope,  Sloop.    Mentioned 656 

Hopkins,  A.     See  A.  Hopkins,  Brig. 

Horace  Beals,  U.  S.  barkentine;    Mentioned 282, 775, 784, 792, 801 

Home,  David  B.     Mentioned 282 

Horton  (or  Houston) ,  Georg^.     Mentioned 543 

Horton,  John.     Mentioned 543 

Houston  (or  Horton),  Qeorge,     Mentioned 554 

Houston,  Sam.     See  Sam  Houston,  U.  8.  schooner. 

Howard,  George  T.     Mentioned 54,57 

Howard,  Volney  E.    Mentioned 57 

Howell,  Major.    Mentioned 765 

Howells,  John.     Mentioned 524 

Hubbell,  Edwin  L.     Mentioned 295 

Huber,  Jacob.     Mentioned 385,360.361 

Huggrins,  Charles.     Mentioned 282 

Hull,  Joseph  B.     Mentioned 485 

Humphreys,  F.  C.     Report  of  meaaures  for  securing  ammunition  for  Mobile, 

Ala 838 

Humphreys,  Joshua.     Mentioned 824 

Hunter,  Schooner.     Capture  of.  May  17,  1861^ 197,278,295 

Hunter,  Charles.     Mentioned 479, 581 

Hunter,  John.     See  Natchez^  Miss.,  Mayor  of. 

Hunter,  Sherod.     Mentioned 834 

Hunter,  Thomas  H.     Mentioned 816 

Hunter,  Thomas  T.     Correspondence  with  Franklin  Buchanan 827 


♦Formerly  Relianco,  which  ^ee. 
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Hunter,  William  W.  (Commander).    Correepondence  regarding  operations 

at  Galveston,  Trinity  River,  and  coast  of  Texas 804, 810-816, 822 

Hunter,  William  W.  (Midshipman) .    Mentioned 816 

Huntsville,  C.  S.  ram.     Mentioned 705 

Hurlbut,  Stephen  A.     Correspondence  with  H.  W.  Halleck 751 

Hurton,  Qeorge,     Mentioned 524 

Huth,  Frederick,  A  Co.     Mentioned 115, 117 

Iberville,  Steamer.     Mentioned 252,328, 

331, 332, 349, 351, 354, 355, 358, 359, 495, 496, 775,  776, 787-790, 792, 794 

Ida,  U.S.  S.     Mentioned 253,282,351,352,355, 

358-361, 386, 395, 405, 409,  775-777,  781, 784, 787-795,  798-800, 802-804 
IllinoiB  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Regiments:  1st  {Battery  A"),  211. 

Cavalry— Regiments:  6th  ( OrUrsan's) ,  76, 210, 211, 790;  7th,  76, 210, 211, 776, 790. 

Infantry. — Regiments:  lOlst,  43. 

Imbush,  John.     Mentioned 543, 554 

Independence,  Schooner.     Mentioned 718, 719 

Indiana  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments:  Ist,  527. 

Infantry.— Regiments:  18th,  681,682. 

Indianola,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 4,6,11,13,15,25,27-29, 

33, 34, 36, 39, 44, 48, 61, 62, 71, 80, 82, 157, 294, 295, 393, 765, 833 

Indus,  American  brig.    Mentioned 383, 385 

Iowa  Troops.     Mentioned.    Infantry— Regiments:  20th,  681,682;  2l8t,  685; 

22d,  685;  34th,  681, 682. 
Ironsides,  New.     See  New  Ironsides,  U,  S.  S. 

Irwin,  L.  0.     Mentioned 556 

Irwin,  Richard  B. 

Correspondence  with  Charles  Emerson 256 

Mentioned 173,188,196,211,262,293,307,311,345,347,379 

For  Correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  Banks,  N,  P. 
Isabel,  Schooner. 

Destruction  of.  May,  18,  1863 198,199 

Mentioned 176,177 

Isabel,  Spanish  steamer.    Mentioned 727 

Isherwood,  Benjamin  F.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S. . .      456 

Island  City,  Confederate  steamer.    Mentioned 846 

Itasca,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 303,316 

Mentioned 120,147,165,167,170,179,199,205,274,282, 

287, 321, 322, 369, 372, 405, 407, 426, 467, 468, 475, 506, 517,  754-756,  758 

Operations  on  coast  of  Texas 368 

Orders  for  movements 94,96,153,294,462,640,723 

Ivy,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 767 

J.  A.  Cotton,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 138,164 

J.  A.  Cotton  (No.  2),*  C.  S.  S. 

Engagement  with  Federal  vessels  at  Fort  De  Russy,  Red  River,  May  5, 
1863 : 78-83,90^93,294,295 

Mentioned - 

J.  C.  Kuhn,  U.  S.  bark.     Mentioned 

J.  C.  Landis,  U.  S.  Army  transport.     Mentioned .»« 

J.  D.  Clarke,  Confederate  steamer.     Mentioned 

♦  Formerly  Mary  T.,  wliksh  ir- 
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J.  T.  Davis,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  August  10,  1863 441,590 

Jackson,  Lieutenant    Mentioned 682 

Jackson,  0.  M.     Report  of  surrender  of  Port  Hudson,  La.,  July  9,  1863 272 

Jackson,  Henry.     Mentioned 596,  740 

Jackson,  John.     Mentioned 631 

Jackson,  John  P.    See  John  P.  Jackson^  U.  S.  S. 

Jackson,  Peter.    Mentioned 487, 600 

Jackson,  Thomas  J.     Mentioned 181 

Jackson,  Fort.     See  Fori  Jackson^  Ixi, 

Jacobson,  Henry.     Mentioned 446, 461, 452 

Jacob  Bell,  U.  S.  8.     Mentioned 97 

James  Battle,  Steamer.    Capture  of ,  July  18,  1863 397,398 

Jane,  Schooner.    Destruction  of 632 

Janes,  Henry.     See  Henry  Janes,  U,  S,  mortar  schooner. 
Jasmine,  U.  S.  S. 

Maine,  W.  A. ,  ordered  to  relieve  A.  L.  B.  Zerega  of  command 670 

Mentioned 435,619,641 

Jeff  Davis,  Confederate  steamer.     Mentioned 585, 845 

Jefferson,  Captain.    Mentioned 177 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A. 
Appointed  to  command 

Mobile  blockade 752 

U.  S.  S.  Richmond  and  naval  forces  before  Port  Hudson 256 

Correspondence  with 

Banks,  N.  P 231,338,374,377 

Barker,  J.  T 230 

Bell,  H.  H 180 

Farragut,  D.  G 253, 336, 375, 376, 378, 391, 392, 397, 401, 404, 427 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 601 

Porter,  D.  D 401 

Stone,  CharlesP 378,409,410 

Swann,  Robert  P 259 

Terry,  Edward 257 

Thatcher,  H.  K 711,739 

Mentioned 3,28,3.3,38,195,255,261,316,333,335,337,340,360, 

396, 408, 411, 424, 433, 600, 613, 629, 633, 657,  669,  752,  767,  774,  781,  803 
Reports  of. 

Donaldson vi  lie,  La.     Naval  operations  in  defense  of 334 

Mississippi  River.    Operations  in 377, 385, 400 

Port  Hudson,  La. 

Siege  of 257 

Surrender  of,  July  9,  1863 263 

Richmond,  U.  8.  S.    Movements  of ^ . . .  439, 653 

Special  orders.  Mobile  blockade 669 

Jenny,  British  schooner.    Capture  of,  October  6, 1863 611 

Jenny,  Charles  Frederic.     Mentioned 611 

Jewett,  James.    Mentioned ^ . .      353 

Jewett,  Josiah  P.     Mentioned Ill 

Joe  Planner,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  April  24,  1863 277 

John  P.  Oarr,  C.  S.  8. 

Assigned  to  duty  at  Saluria,  Tex 837 

Mentioned 747,748,830,835,838,847,852 

Operations  in  vicinity  of  Matagorda  Bay 853,854 
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John  Griffith,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Mentioned 282 

Operations  off  Bayou  Grande,  Fla 617-619 

John  P.  Jackson,  U.  8.  S. 

Captures  made  by 635,636 

Mentioned 131, 

158, 166, 206, 282, 388, 427, 435, 436, 438,  440,  477,  480,  588,  610,  658,  732 

Operations  in  Mississippi  Sound 58^-586,  639, 640 

Orders  for  movements 589 

Pennington,  L.  W.,  ordered  to  relieve  N.  D'Oyley  of  command 411 

Johnson, .    Mentioned 487 

Johnson,  Amos. 

Mentioned 282,428,515,521,542,544,548 

Report   of    joint   expedition   to   Sabine    P&ss,    Tex.,    September  7-8, 

1863 543,552-554 

Johnson,  B.     Mentioned 371 

Johnson,  J.     Mentioned 611 

Johnson,  Joseph.     Mentioned 285-288, 758 

Johnson,  Philip  G. ,  jr. 

Ck)rre8pondence  with  H.  H.  Bell 204,373,419 

Mentioned 282,423,639,672,756,759,761 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Excelsior,  July  13,  1863 388 

Johnson,  Thomas.     Mentioned 193, 194 

Johnson,  William.     Mentioned 112 

Johnston,  Joseph  E. 
Correspondence  with 

Jackson,  CM 272 

Maury,  D.  H 586,839 

Pemberton,  J.  C 84,89 

Mentioned 70,  71, 203, 224, 255, 304, 386, 392-394, 400, 419, 420, 793, 826 

Report  of  operations  on  Mississippi  River 90 

Johnstone,  John  A.     Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  bark  W.  G.  Anderson..      696 

Jolly,  David  Leitch.     Mentioned 115, 595 

Jones,  Pilot.     Mentioned 195,302 

Jones,  Gatesby  ap  R. 
Correspondence  with 

Brooke,  John  M 851 

Buchanan,  F 856,858 

Simms,  C.  C 839 

Mentioned 94 

Jones,  Henry  D.     Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell 279 

Jones,  O.  H.     Mentioned '. 363-365,850,851 

Jones,  Theodore  W.     Mentioned 463 

Jones,  Thomas  F.     Mentioned 498 

Jones,  W.  J.     Mentioned 150-152 

Jones,  William.     Mentioned 36, 48, 765 

Jordan,  Gharles  L.     Mentioned 358 

Jordan,  Meltiah. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 455 

Farragut,  D.  G 379 

Mentioned 108,113,134,135,137,138,282,459 

Report  of  capture  of  U.  S.  S.  Diana,  March  28,  1863 109 
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Jordan,  Samuel.     Mentioned 603 

Joseph  Buckhart,  Confederate  vessel.     Mentioned 383 

Joseph  L.  Gerety,  Schooner.     Mentioned 727 

Josephine  Truxillo,  Schooner.     Burning  of,  December  10,  1863 856 

Josiah  A.  BeU,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 128,755,890,842,847 

Jouett,  James  E. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  8.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler 140 

Correspondence  with  D.  G.  Farragut 318 

Mentioned 171,278,882,724 

Reports  of. 

Isabel,  Confederate  schooner.    Destruction  of.  May  18,  1863 198 

Kate  Dale,  Steamer.    Capture  of,  and  chase  of  Steamer  Alabama 412 

Julia,  Confederate  vessel.    Mentioned 144 

Juniper,  Schooner.    Capture  of ,  etc 278 

Kain,  Pilot.     Mentioned 636 

Kanawha,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 99,175,176,192-194,277,278,704 

Mentioned 197, 282, 437, 681, 597, 610, 626, 629, 711, 716, 766 

Operations  off  Mobile,  Ala 623,624 

Orders  for  movements 687 

Xarlowski,  M.  H.     Mentioned 570,577,673,703 

Xatahdin,  U.  S.  S. 

Burning  of  schooner  Hanover  by.  May  10,  1863 177 

Captures  made  by 388 

Mentioned 105,165,205,274,282,372,374,407,423, 

471, 501, 506, 517, 518, 648, 667, 671-673, 686, 701, 756, 758, 759, 761, 762 

Orders  for  movements 373, 419 

Sate,  Sloop.     Capture  of,  etc 280,285,288,767,758 

Kate  Dale,  Steamer.     Capture  of,  July  14,  1863 412 

Kate  Dale,  U.  S.  Army  transport.     Mentioned 692 

Kayes,  James  A.     Mentioned 79 

Kearney,  John.     Mentioned 87 

Keefe,  Thomas.     Mentioned 778 

Keith,  K.  D.     Mentioned 830 

Kelcher,  William.     Mentioned 268 

1*  Kelley,  James.     Mentioned 643 

■f  Kelly, .     Mentioned 758 

/  Kelly,  Charles.     Mentioned 446,451,452 

!y  Kelso,  John. 

:  .  Mentioned 93 

Reix)rt  of  engagement  at  Fort  De  Russy,  La.,  May  4,  1863 90, 92 

Kendall,  Lucian  H. 

Mentioned 148,152,366,654 

Report  of  casualties  at  Sabine  Pass,  Tex. ,  April  18,  1863 149 

Kennebec,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 175,176,278,713-715,752,763 

Mentioned 197, 282, 397, 398, 436, 438, 475, 510, 627, 652, 670, 756 

Kennedy,  Thomas.    Mentioned 468 

Kensin^on,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 118,179,282,319 

Kenwood,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 495,502,687,688,783 

Keokuk,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 705 

Kepper,  U.  S.  transport.     Mentioned 312 

Kerrish,  W.  T.  J.     Mentioned 848 

Key  West,  Fla.     Yellow  fever  at 273,276 
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Key  West,  Fla.,  Jud^  TJ.  S.  district  court  at.     Correspondence  with 

H.  H.  Bell 276 

Key  West,  Fla.,  Jud^  of  TJ.  8.  prise  court  at.    Correspondence  with 

D.  G.  Farra^ut 171 

Key  West,  Fla.,  Prise  comxnissioner  at.    Correspondence  with  J.  B. 

Marchand 176 

Key  West,  Fla.,  TJ.  8.  district  attorney  at.    Mentioned 280 

Kilbom,  Curtis  W.     Mentioned 582 

Killough,  IraO.     Mentioned 362 

Kimball,  James  B.    Mentioned 770,772,773 

Kimball,  William  K.    Mentioned. 738 

Kindleberger,  David.    Report  of  casualties  on  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela,  near 

Donaldsonville,  July  7,  1863 336 

Kineo,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 105,170. 

282,  283,  304,  306,  367,  405,  426, 467, 468, 777, 778,  781,  782, 785,  793,  794 

Operations  at  Donaldsonville,  La 325, 

327,  .329, 336, 33a-340, 346-348, 351-354, 357-361 

Orders  for  movements 302,461,462 

King,  E.  T. 

Mentioned 91 

Report  of  casualties  at  Fort  De  Russy,  La.,  May  4,  1863 92 

King,  Forest.    See  Forest  King^  Schooner. 

King,  Kennedy  &  Oo.     Mentioned 854 

King,  O.  K.    Mentioned 664 

King,  William.    Mentioned 163 

Kinsman,  Golonel.    Bee  CUonel  Kintman,  U,  S.  S. 

Kitson,  T.  W.  L.     Mentioned 18,20-22 

Kittatinny,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  September  22,  24,  1863 596 

Captures  made  by 641 

Mentioned 114,120, 

133,  506,  510,  517,  566,  592, 593, 602, 638, 639, 648, 654, 672, 710, 733, 740 

Orders  for  movements 434, 508, 732 

Knight,  James  8.     Report  of  casualties  resulting  from  burning  of  U.  S.  Ship 

Preble 163 

Knowles,  James  P.     Mentioned 570 

Knowlton,  Benjamin  B.     Mentioned 162 

Kock,  .     Mentioned • 381,382 

Kroehl,  Julius H.     Mentioned 28,33 

Enroll,  Auguste.     Mentioned 821 

BIrupp,  Alfred.     Mentioned 190 

Kuhn,  J.  O.     See  QalvesUm,  Tex,,  Swiss  consular  officer  at. 
Kuhn,  J.  G.     See  /.  C  Kuhn,  U.  S.  bark. 

La  Belle,  U.  S.  transport.    Mentioned 356 

Labuan,  Steamer.     Mentioned 458,466,477,580 

Lackawanna,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 176,176,295-297,318 

Condition  of 665 

Mentioned 101,197,282,319,366, 

367, 423, 425, 437, 465, 481, 586, 610, 624, 626, 634, 637, 652,  671,  715,  739 

Operations  off  Mobile,  Ala 274 

Orders  for  movements 606 

Ladies'  Bam.    Mentioned 
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I^afayette,  TJ.  S.  S. 

Ck)nditionof 238,2-A),241 

Mentioned 1 1, 13, 16, 18, 37, 174, 188, 203, 208, 217, 232, 254,  S94, 406, 602,  767 

Operations  in 

MiflBisBippi  River 202,24^251 

Red  River 220,228 

I«s  Fourche,  Veseel.    Mentioned 306 

Laird  &  Co.    Mentioned 688, 620 

Lake  Maiirepas,  Louisiana.     Destruction  of  U.  8.  S.  Barrataria  in,  April  7, 

1863 125-126,811 

Lake  Pontchartrain,  Louisiana.     Operations  in. 

Communication  from  H.  H.  Bell -.       439 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  H 484,738 

Sherman,  T.  W 130 

Reports  of 

Morris,  H.  W 131 

Spear,  A.  T 130 

Lamson,  Charles  W. 
Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 616 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 402 

Mentioned  ....  510, 515, 521, 522, 525, 535, 537, 544, 551, 654, 689, 690, 702, 744, 748 
Reports  of. 

Amelia  Ann,  Schooner,  and  Teresita,  Bark.    Capture  of 688 

Anita,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  October  27, 1863 650 

Concordia,  Schooner.    Destruction  of,  October  5,  1863 61 2 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex.    Joint  expedition  to,  September  7-8,  1863 523 

Lancaster,  U.  S.  ram. 

Mentioned 10, 11 

Sinking  of,  by  Vicksburg  batteries  March  25,  1863 16-25, 

28, 29, 30, 35, 40, 46, 49-53, 86, 87, 764, 806 

Land,  W.  S.     Mentioned 362 

Landis,  J.  C.     See  /.  C.  Landis^  U.  S.  Army  transport. 

Landrix},  U.  S.  Army  vessel.     Mentioned 163 

Landry,  Joseph.     Mentioned 820 

Lane,  Harriet.     See  Harriet  Lane,  C,  S,  S. 

Lane,  Walter  P.     Mentioned 333,361,381 

Lang,  Charles.     Mentioned 598 

Lang,  John.     Mentioned 276,286,288,758 

Langley,  Freeman.     Mentioned 356 

Lansdale,  P.     Report  of  yellow  fever  on  U.  S.  S.  Pensacola 651 

Lapwing,  Sloop.     Mentioned 289, 292 

Larricus,  E.  A.*    Mentioned 543, 554 

La  Tisiphone,  H.  I.  M.  S.     Mentioned 303 

Laura,  Steamer.     See  General  Buchier,  Steamer. 

Laura,  Steamer.    Mentioned 707 

Laurel  Hill,  U.  S.  Army  transport    Mentioned 196, 

338. 361, 529-531,  771, 774, 786, 787, 791 

Laurence,  Antonio.     Protest,  case  of  British  schooner  Tampico 117 

Lavaca,  Tex.     Blockade  of. 

Order  of  H.  H.  Bell 95 

Report  of  H.  H.  Bell 407 

*  Found  ftlsu  A.  E.  Larrien. 
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Law,  BichardL.     Mentioned 68,60,105,136 

Lawrence,  Frank.     Mentioned 360 

Lawrence,  John  W.     Mentioned 20, 29 

Leach,  Joseph.    Mentioned 297 

Leadbetter,  Danville.     Mentioned 828 

Leader,  John  M.     Mentioned 778 

Lee,  H.  B.     Mentioned 842 

Lee,  O.  H.    See  0.  U,  Lee,  U.  S.  mortar  gchoaner. 

Lee,  Peter.     Mentioned 643, 664 

Lee,  Bobert  E.     Mentioned 206, 246, 392, 397, 400, 419-421, 439, 762, 804, 836 

Lee,  Bobert  G.     Mentioned 282 

Lee,  Samuel  PhillipB.    Correspondence  with  Charles  H.  Brown 373 

Lee,  Stephen  D.     Mentioned 806 

Leeds,  Benjamin.    Mentioned 463 

LeerhofP,  Master.    Mentioned 126 

Legrand,  Manuel.    Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell 664 

Lena,  Confederate  vessel.    Mentioned 383 

Lenox,  Bark.    Destruction  of,  June  8, 1863 828 

Lenthall,  John. 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell 613 

Mentioned 123 

Leviathan,  U.  S.  Army  steamer. 

Capture  of,  by  Confederates,  and  recapture  of,  by  U.  8.  8.  De  Soto,  Sep- 
tember 22,  1863 697-699 

Mentioned 719 

Levy,  William  M.     Mentioned 823 

Lewis,  Annie.    See  Annie  Levfis,  Coal  tchooner, 

Lewis,  Joseph.    Mentioned 866 

Lewis,  Bobert  F.  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 94,96,204,294,462 

Farragot,  D.  G 368 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M 163 

Mentioned 126,282,287,321,372,467,756,760 

Reports  of. 

Miriam,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  June  18,  1863 303 

Sea  Drift,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  June  23,  1863 316 

Lewis,  William.    Mentioned 778 

Lieber,  G.  Norman.     Mentioned 667 

Lila,  Little.     See  LiuU  lAUij  Steamer, 

Lily,  H.  B.  M.  S.    Mentioned 741 

Lincoln,  Abraham.    See  President,  U.  S. 

Lindolph,  Albert.     Mentioned 636 

Lindsey,  Oeorge  W.     Mentioned .• 22 

Lindsey,  Samuel.     See  Samuel  Lindsey,  Coal  brig,  • 

Linn,  Fireman.    Mentioned 624 

Little  Lila,  Steamer.    Mentioned 707 

Liverpool,  TJ.  S.  consul  at.     Mentioned 619 

Logan,  Oeorge  William.    Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Beauregard,  La., 

May  10,  1863 «26 

London,  TJ.  S.  consul  at. 

Correspondence  with 

F.  W 620 

State  Department,  U.  S v^^<5^5ii 


London,  U.  S.  coaBuI  at — C'onlinue<l. 

Mentioned 631 

Lone  Star,  Contederate  eleamer.     Mentioned 846 

Loring,  Frank  W. 

CorrespODdence  with  commanding  officer  at  Donaldson ville,  La 333 

Menlioneil _.       307 

Lortng:,  William  W.     Mentioned 807 

Louisiana  Belle,  Steamer.    Mentioned 769,774 

Louieiana,  Hilitary  governor  of. 

CorreapODdence  with  H.  H.  Bell 606 

Mentioned 273. 276, 277, 302, 162 

Louieiana  Troope.     Mentioned.     (Confederate. } 

Artillery,  Heavy— BatlalionB:  12th  {Company  J?),  266.  Regiments:  lat 
{Orai/ion'i),  87. 

Artillery,  Light— Batteries:  Cornay'a  (Saint  Mary't  Cannontfrs),  363,  365, 
818,  821,  823,  84»-6Gl;  Creeent,  92;  Fariea'  [Pdiran),  36», 
381.818,849-851. 

Cavalry— Battalions:  15th  (Company  E),  664,  Regimenta:  2d  (  riricm*'*), 
823.     Corapaniee:  Saint  Martin's  Rangers  ( Fi'lter't),  92. 

Infantry— Regiments:  18th  {Compatiij  B),  821;  Crescent,  153. 

Miaeellaiieoiu:  Louieiana  Tigeie,  154;  Miles'  Legion,  270. 
Louisiana  Troopa.     Mentioned,    (Union),    Infantry — Regiments:  Ist,  107,  330l 

Louisville,  U.  S,  B,     Mentioned 

LovBtt  Peacock,  Schooner.     Mentioned 

Lovejoy,  Master.     Mentioned 414,410 

Lovell,  William  S. 

Correspondence  with  John  C,  Pemberton 86 

Report  of  operations  in  MiBsiasippi  River. 84 

Low,  William  W. 

Correa|>ondente  with 

Bell,  H.  H ass 

Navy  Department,  U,  8 

Mentioned 

Lowe,  William.     Mentioned 624, 

Lowry,  Reigrart  B.     Report  of  operatione  off  Galveston,  Tex 

Lubbock,  H.  B.     Muationed 

Luckett,  PkiUp  N. 

Correspondence  with 

Magruder  J.  Bankhead 

Smith,  Leon 

Report  of  operations  at  VelMco,  Tex 

Lucy  Owin,  Confederate  ateamer.     Mentioned 161,846 

Luis,  Frank.     Mentioned 276,280,288,288,766,737 

Lussan,  Mapter.     Mentioned 446,449-4A8 

Luther,  William.     Mentioned 

Lylea,  Alei.  M.     Mentioned 

Lyncb,  Dominick.     Mentioned 

Lynck,  Edward.     Mentioned 

Lynn,  Arthur  T.    See  Oaliaton,  Ikr.,  BritUh  rormtlar.ofieer  at 

Lynn  &  Williama.     Correspondence  with  J.  R.  M.  Mnllany , 

Lyon,  General.    See  OniemI  Lyon,  U.  S.  & 

Lyons,  James.    Mentione<i 

Lyons,  Lord.     See  Briluh  miniiiler  to  Ifie  Iniled  ffbOa. 
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Fftge. 
McBlair,  Oharles  H. 

Correspondence  with  E.  A.  Swain 848 

Mentioned 738, 868 

McCann,  John.     Mentioned * 816 

McOann,  William  P. 

Mentioned..: 716,763 

Reports  of. 

Grey  Jacket,  Steamer.    Capture  of  December  31 ,  1863 752 

Marshal  J.  Smith,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  December  3,  1863 714 

McGarthy,  Joseph.    Mentioned 296 

McGarty,  Captain.    Mentioned 236 

McCarty,  Refugee.    Mentioned 768 

McCarty ,  Daniel.     Mentioned 642 

McGlellan, .    Mentioned 707 

McGlellan,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.    Mentioned 301,647,648,680,686 

McGlerran,  Georg^.     Mentioned 643 

McClurry,  G.  A.     Mentioned 369 

McCook,  Roderick  8.    Mentioned 127 

McGormick,  H.     Mentioned 86 

Macconn,  Bobert  T.    Mentioned 106 

McDermont,  Mr.    Mentioned 816 

McDermut,  David  A. 

Death  of 147-153 

Mentioned 116,119,126,129 

Report  of  capture  of  British  schooner  Tampico,  April  3,  1863 116 

McDonald,  Edward.     Mentioned 694 

McDonald,  William  H.    Mentioned 22 

McDonough,  John.     Mentioned 643, 654 

McFarland,  Abiel.-   Mentioned / 283 

McGarvey ,  J.     Mentioned 847 

McGregor,  George.     Mentioned 707 

McGuigan,  Alice.     See  Alice  McGuigan,  Schooner. 
McGuin,  H.     See  H.  McGuin^  Barge. 

McKay, .    Mentioned 619,620 

McKay,  Alexander.     Mentioned 20 

McKay,  Gharlee  B.     Mentioned 449,453,466,497,611,512 

McSIay,  James.     Mentioned ^ 144 

Mack  Ganfield,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  August  25,  1863 482, 486 

McKendry ,  William.     Mentioned 356 

McKeman,  Michael.    Mentioned 560 

Mackie,  John.     Mentioned 576, 578 

McKinatry,  James  P.     Mentioned 46,49,54,106,136,157 

McLaughlin,  Richard  M.     Mentioned 112 

McLean,  Abram.     Mentioned 843,845 

McLean,  John.     Mentioned 128 

McMahon,  Joseph.     Mentioned 498 

McKair,  Frederick  V.     Relieved,  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Seminole  and 

appointeil  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Pensacola 431 

McKally,  James.      Mentioned 110,112 

McKelley,  John.     Mentioned 258 

McKemey,  J.  G.     Mentioned 543 

N  W  R — VOL  20 58 
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Macomb,  William  H.  P<i«e. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 435,440,476,563 

Bigelow,  George  A 684 

Emmons,  George  F .,       411 

Farragut,  D.  G 250,333 

Smith,  Melancton 101 

Mentioned 49, 93, 282, 377, 419, 481, 436^38, 480, 585, 590, 602, 603 

Reports  of. 

Fanny,  Steamer.    Burning  of,  September  11, 1863 1 583 

Grant's  Pass.     Attack  upon  batteries  on 584 

McRitchie,  David  J.     Report  of  arrival  of  U.  S.  storeship  Supply  at  New 

Orleans 272 

McVey,  James.     Mentioned 543 

Me  Williams, .    Mentioned 107 

McWillie,  Jane  S.     Mentioned 127 

Madigan,  Jolin,  jr. 
Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 204,293,493,614,619,520 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M 177 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 538 

Mentioned 199,282,321,419,521,522,588 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Owasco 590 

Reports  of. 

Owasco,  U.S.S.    Prizelistof 390 

Revenge,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  July  21, 1863 406 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex.    Joint  expedition  to,  September  7-8,  1863 524, 539 

KafELtt,  JohnK.     Mentioned 97 

Mag^ee,  James.     See  MohUe^  Alct,,  Brilish  consular  officer  at. 

Ka^e,  James  M.     Mentioned : 786 

MageUanes,  H.  I.  M.  S.    Mentioned 630 

Magruder,  George  A. ,  jr.     Mentioned 536 

Magruder,  John  Bankhead. 
Correspondence  with 

Austin,  C.  W 852,853 

Bee,  H.  P 649,683,684,827,836 

Bell,  H.  H 541 

Bradfute,  W.  R 851 

Buchel,  A 842 

Galveston,  Tex. ,  British  consular  officer  at 843, 844 

Hite,  C.  M 852,853 

Hunter,  W.  W 813 

Luckett,  PhilipN 560 

Mason,  C.  M 830 

Mason,  James  M 842 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 579 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 832,833,840 

Smith,  Leon 555,835,837,852,853 

Scurry,  William  R 150,151 

Sterrett,  John  II 845 

Turner,  E.  P 748 

General  orders 169 

Mentioned 128, 

129, 232,  286. 315, 542, 559, 672, 679,  760, 805, 807, 808, 811, 815, 817, 829 
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Kagruder,  John  Bankhead — Continued.  Pa^e. 

Reports  of. 

Brownsville  and  Brazos  Santiago,  Tex.    Occupation  of,  by  Federal 

forces 660 

Galveston,  Tex.    Defense  of 831 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex.    Joint  expedition  to,  September  7-8, 1863 560-^2 

Sir  William  Peel,  British  steamer.    Capture  of  letter  regarding  seizure 

of 679 

Special  orders 129,829,831,866 

Ma^uire,  Bochfort. 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell 693,694 

Mentioned 706 

Mahan,  Alfred  T.    Mentioned 703 

Kahoney,  William.     Mentioned 642 

Maine  Troops.    Mentioned.    Infantry— Regiments:  12th,  738;  13th,  681, 682; 

15th,  681, 682;  28th,  305, 330, 347. 
Maine,  William  A.     Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Antona  and  appointed 

to  command  U.  S.  S.  Jasmine - 670 

Major,  James  P. 

Mentioned 361,362,366,834 

Report  of  attack  on  Plaquemine,  La.,  June  18, 1863 363 

Maker,  (George  W.     Mentioned 524 

Mallory,  Stephen  B.     See  Secretary  of  Navy,  C,  S.;  also  Na^nf  Department,  C.  S, 

Malman,  Thomas.    Mentioned 664 

Maloney ,  John.    Mentioned 677 

Manassas,  C.  S.  ram.    Mentioned 399 

Manhasset,  Schooner. 

Driving  ashore  of,  inagale,  September  19,  1863 626,841 

Mentioned 606,614,600,606 

Mann,  Walter  L.    Detention  of,  as  bearer  of  flag  of  truce,  by  Federal  forces 

at  Aransas  Pass,  Tex 683-686 

Manton,  Benjamin  D.     Mentioned 282 

Maples,  Charles  B.     Mentioned 463 

Maratanza,  U.  8.  transport.    Mentioned 790 

Marchand,  John  B. 
Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 606 

Farragut,  D.  G 318 

Mentioned 282,504,634 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Jackson,  La.     Mutiny  at 715 

Neptune,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  J  une  14,  1863 296 

Planter,  Steamer.    Capture  of,  June  15,  1863 296 

Special  orders 274 

Statement  of  capture  of  schooner  Sea  Lion,  May  9,  1863 175, 176 

Marchant,  Gomelius  M.     Mentioned 586 

Margarita,  Mexican  boat.     Mentioned 413-416, 762 

Maria  A.  Wood,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner.    Mentioned 282 

Marivault  (Delacoux  de),  Henri.     Mentioned 303 

Marmillon, .    Mentioned 349 

Marry,  Daniel.     Mentioned 598 

Mars,  Bobert  W.     Mentioned 1 10, 112, 113 

Marshal  J.  Smith,  Confederate  schooner.    Captureof,  December9, 1863.  713-715, 753 
Marson,  I.  M.    Mentioned 342. 
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L,  Oliarles.     Mentioned 571 

Martin,  Peter.     Mentioned 54^ 

Martin,  Thonuui  H.  M.     Mentioned 607,006,62^ 

Marvin,  William.     Mentioned 20S 

For  correspondence,  see  Key  West,  Fla,,  Judge  of  prize  court  oL 

Mary  Ann,  Confederate  schooner.    Capture  of,  November  26,  1863 688 

Mary  Anne,  Steamer.    Mentioned 707 

Mary  Bently,  American  bark.    Mentioned 512,568,569 

Mary  C.  Porter,  Coal  bark.    Mentioned 120,126 

Mary  Campbell,  Schooner.     Recapture  of,  November  14,  1863 674-676 

Mary  Hill,  Confederate  steamer.    Mentioned 808, 830, 835, 837, 838, 847 

Mary  P.  Burton,  Schooner.    Mentioned 414,418 

Mary  Sanford,  U.  S.  8.    Mentioned 614 

MaryT.,*C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 78,80,137-139,153,295,822 

Masick,  Mr.     Mentioned 635 

Mason,  C.  M.     Report  of  condition  of  gunboat  fleet  in  Marine  Department  of 

Texas 830,831 

Mason,  James  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Havana,  Cuba,  C.  S.  agentat 828 

Magruder,  J.  B 842 

Mentioned •..••••..•.•••.....      679 

Massachusetts  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Ligh^-Batteries:  2d  (Nims'),  107. 
Cavalry — Battalions:  2d  (Perking  company),  107. 

Massachusetts,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 484 

Matagorda  Bay,  Texas. 

Captures  made  off 608,660 

Joint  operations  in,  December  29  to  31,  1863. 
Abstract  log  of 

Monongahela,  U.  8.  S 745 

Sciota,  U.  S.  S 746 

Reports  of 

Bell,  H.  H 741 

Buchel,  A 750 

Hesseltine,  Frank  8 746 

Perkins,  George  H 743 

Strong,  J.  H 741-743 

Turner,  E.  P 748 

Washburn,  C.  C 746 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  H 95 

Magruder,  J.  B 851 

Report  of  Leon  Smith 835,837,853 

See  also  Ijaraca^  Tex.;  Pass  Cavallo,  Tex. 
Mata^oMa  Peninsula,  Texas.     Skirmish  on,  December  29,  1863.    SeeJtfat- 

agordn  Bay,  Tex.     Joint  operations  in,  pp.  741-750. 

Matamoras,  British  schooner.    Seizure  of 648, 658-664, 680, 686, 692-693 

Matamoras,  Mexico.     Affairs  at.    See  Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico. 
Matamoras,  Mexico,  British  consular  officers  at. 
Correspondence  with 

Tatham,  Fxiward 478 

Woolsey,  M.  B 477,478 


^Name  changed  to  J.  A.  Cotton  (No. 2),  which 
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Ptige, 

Mataxnoras,  Mexico,  British  conaular  officers  at— Continued. 

Mentioned 446,  .458, 477, 51 1,575, 611 

Matamoras,  Mexico,  Governor  of.     Mentioned 413, 

433, 456, 458, 466, 511, 668, 672, 693, 754, 755 

Mataxnoras,  Mexico,  laeutenant-Govemor  of.     Mentioned 668 

Matamoras,  Mexico,  TJ.  S.  consular  officer  at. 
CJorrespondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 289 

State  Department,  U.  8 374,513 

Tamaolipas,  Grovernor  of 457,460 

Woolfley,  M.  B 444,445,454,456-458,460,477 

Mentioned 103,204,285,287,291,292,294,317,413- 

415, 417, 418, 466, 500, 511, 512, 568-570,  611,  W,  725,  744,  755,  757,  762 

Mathews,  Joseph.    Mentioned 352 

Maudet,  C.     Mentioned 385 

Manrepas,  Lake.     See  Lake  Maurepan, 

Maurice,  Steamer.    Mentioned 356 

Maurin,  C.     Mentioned 700 

Maury,  Dabney  H. 

Mentioned 636,857 

Reports  of. 

fVumy,  Steamer.     Burning  of,  and  capture  of  Steamer  Alabama. 586 

Mobile,  Ala. 

Defense  of 834 

Expected  attack  upon  defenses  of 837, 839, 855 

Mayo,  William  K. 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell 587,597 

Mentioned 192,197,198,277,278,282,623,624,704,716 

Report  of  capture  of  British  brig  Comet,  May  15,  1863 193 

Meade,  (George  O.     Mentioned 386,391,392,397 

Meaher,  Tim.     Mentioned 752, 753 

Medora,  Schooner.    Mentioned 406, 657 

Meeker,  Q.  William.     Mentioned 543 

Melville,  Steamer.     Mentioned 114, 162 

MemTninger,  Robert  W.    Correspondence  with 

Bowen,  John  S 87 

Pemberton,  J.  C 807 

Stevenson,  C.  L 806 

Memphis,  Blockade  runner.     Mentioned 453 

Mercer,  Frank.     Mentioned 734 

Merchant,  Anderson.     Mentioned 265 

Merchant,  Southern.     See  SoiUhem  Merchant^  Steamer, 

Meredith,  William  T.     Mentioned 768,773,774 

Mermentau  River,  Louisiana. 

Captures  made  in 371 

Blockade  runners  in. 

Communications  from  Charles  P.  Stone 668 

Orderof  H.  H.  Bell 673 

Operations  at.    Orders  of  H.  H.  Bell 729,730 

Merrill,  James  W.     Mentioned 353 

Merrimack,  C.  S.  S.    Mentioned ^..        94 

Merritt,  Archibald  D.    Mentioned 78,81-83 

Merryfleld,  George  H.     Mentioned 598 

Metcalf,  Bark.    Mentioned 514 


918  INDEX. 


Mexico.     Boundary  line  between,  and  United  States 503, 504, 511 ,  581 

Mexico,  TJ.  S.  minister  to.     Mentioned 383,385,761 

Miantonomoh,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 771 

Michigan  Troops:  Mentioned.    Infantry— Regiments:  6th,  103, 123, 124, 130, 131. 

Milan,  H.  1.  M.  S.    Mentioned 56J 

Milem,  Thonuui.     Mentioned 54^ 

Miles,  William  B.     Report  of  siege  of  Port  Hudson,  La 265-271 

Miller, .    Mentioned 75] 

Miller,  F.  Augustus. 

Mentioned 446,448,449,461,452,727 

Report  of  recapture  of  hermaphrodite  brig  Atlantic,  August  23,  1868 44S 

Miller,  George.    Mentioned 14S 

Miller,  Henry  W.    Mentioned 623,624 

Miller,  J.  Dickinson. 

Mentioned 58:1 

Report  of  yellow  fever  on  U.  S.  8.  Colorado 509,589 

Miller,  Peter.     Mentioned 285, 286, 288, 75S 

Miller,  8.  B.    Mentioned 613 

Miller,  William  W.     Mentioned 1       542 

Milligan,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 738 

Mills,*  A.  N.     Correspondence  with 557 

Griffin,  William  H 151 

Odium,  F.  H 557 

Mills,  Williams.    Mentioned 79 

Milmo  &  Ck). 

Correspondence  with  Grovemor  of  Tamaulipas 675 

Mentioned 374,574 

Milne,  Sir  Alexander.     Mentioned 572,579,694 

Minnesota,  U.  8.  8.    Mentioned 373 

Miramon,  Miguel.     Mentioned 284 

Miriam,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  June  17,  1863 303 

Mirow,  Henry.     Mentioned 303 

Mississippi,  Steamer.     Mentioned 301 

Mississippi  Marine  Brigade.     Conflict  of  authority  regarding  service  of 

vessels  of 10,12,23,24,30-32,51-^ 

Mississippi  River. 
Affairs  at  mouth  of. 
Capture  of — 

Boston,  U.  8.  tug,  June  8,  1863 828 

Fox,  U.  8.  tug,  April  12,  1863 141,809 

Leviathan,  U.  8.  Army  steamer,  September  22,  1863 597-599 

Depth  of  water  at  Passes 300, 301 

Order  of  D.  G.  Farragut  to  blockade 302 

Morris,  H.  W.,  appointed  to  temporary  command  in 404 

Operations  in. 

Congratulatory  order  of  Navy  Department,  U.  8 443 

Communications  from 

Bell,  H.H 180,195,372,491,567 

P^mmons,  George  F 410, 420 

Farragut,  D.  G 392,423 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A 401,409 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 896 


*  Appears  on  page  151  aa  A.  N.  Miller. 
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Page. 
MisslBsippi  River — Continued. 

Operations  in. 

Communications  from 

Palmer,  James  S 249,253-255,366 

Porter,  D.  D 260,393 

Sherman,  T.  W 160,163 

Stone,  CharlesP 410 

Townsend,  Robert 496 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  H 455,491,493,590,592 

Emmons,  George  F 408,411,419 

Farragut,  D.  G 312,378,392,404 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 121 

Porter,  David  D.,  appointed  to  command  in,  above  New  Orleans 393 

397, 419, 432, 442 

Reports  of 

Bell,  H.  H 459,462 

Emmons,  George  F 408, 419 

Farragut,  D.  G 367,700 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A .* , 385,400 

Pahner,  James  S 187,203 

Pemberton,  J.  C 807,810,815 

Townsend,  Robert 494-497,502,728 

Upton,  Daniel  P 366 

Walke,  H 250 

See   also  Abstract  logSj   pp.  763-804;  DonaldsonviUey  La.;  Grand  Gulf 
Miss.;  Hog  Pointy  La.;  New  Orleans,  La.;  Plaquemine,  La.;  Port 
Hudson,  La.;  Vick^mrg,  Miss.    Report  of  Banks,  pp.  263-265. 
MissiBsippi  Sound. 
Operations  in. 

Abstract  log  of 

Genesee,  U.  S.  S 480,585 

Gertrude;  U.  S.  S 586 

John  P.  Jackson,  U.  S.  S 636,640 

Captures  made  in 399,583-586,635,636 

Communications  from 

Bell,  H.  H 639 

Farragut,  D.  G 423 

Maury,  D.  H 837.839 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Adams,  H.  A.,  jr 387,388 

Bell,  H.  H 440,563,624,657,665,712 

Farragut,  D.  G 202,284 

Reports  of 

Adams,  H.  A.,  jr 166,405,406,602 

Bell,  H.  H 584 

Bigelow,  George  A 584 

Greene,  C.  H 734 

Macomb,  W.  H 583,584 

Maury,  D.  H 586 

Morris,  H.  W 131 

See  also  Grant* s  Pass;  Bay  St.  Ijyuis,  Miss.;  Mobile,  Ala.;  Ship  Island,  Miss. 
Mississippi,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 3, 5, 6, 11, 56, 98, 105, 133, 145, 157, 783, 787 
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MiBsissippi  Troops.     Mentioned.  Page. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  Ist,  126. 

Infantry — Regiments:  Ist,  811. 

MiBBOuri,  C.  S.  ram.    Mentioned 831, 833 

Missouri  Troops.    Mentioned.     (Confederate.)    Artillery,  Light — Batteries:. 

Guibor's,  87:  Wade's,  87. 
Missouri  Troops.     Mentioned.     (Union.)    Artillery,  Light — Regiments: 

Ist,  682. 

MitcheU,  Mr.     Mentioned 602,603 

MitcheU,  Archibald  N.     Mentioned 180, 182, 279, 408, 754, 758-760,  762 

Mitchell,  Oharles.     Mentioned 778 

Mitchell,  John  K. 

Correspondence  with  George  W.  Gift 840 

Mentioned 858 

MitcheU,  W.  H.     Mentioned 358 

Mobile,  Ala. 

Arms,  ammunition,  etc.,  required  at,  and  measures  for  supplying 836, 

838,839,851,856-859 
Blockade  of. 

Abstract  logof  U..S.  8.  Gertrude 626 

Communications  from 

Bell,  H.  H 459,470,711 

Farragut,  D.  G 205,308 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 123,600 

Thatcher,  H.  K 739 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A.,  appointed  to  command 752 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  H 460, 

476, 504, 505, 564, 588-590,609, 627, 633, 652, 655, 724,  729,  740 

Farragut,  D.  G 205,275,300,322,369 

Jenkins,  T.  A 669 

Marchand,  J.  B 101,274 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 121,601 

Thatcher,  H.  K 711 

Reports  of 

Bell,  H.  H 468 

Farragut,  D.  G 314 

Goldsborough,  J.  R 480 

Morris,  H.  W 105,132 

Thatcher,  H.  K 610,623,628,634,641,712 

Thatcher,  H.  K.,  relieves  J.  R.  Goldsborough  of  commfind 601 

Captures  made  off 99, 161, 171, 175, 176, 192-194, 197-199, 277, 278, 

295-297, 366, 397, 412, 463, 704, 713-715, 752, 753, 828 

Chasing  ashore  of  a  steamer  near  Fort  Moigan.    Report  of  H.  K.  Thatcher      623 

Condition  of  health  of  vessels  off.     Report  of  H.  H.  Bell 592 

Construction  of  Confederate  vessels  at  and  near 735, 737 

Defensesof 705,712,828,834 

Efforts  of  committees  of  citizens  of,  in  behalf  of  refugees  from  New 

Orleans 826,827 

Expected  attack  upon  blockading  fleet  off. 

Communications  from 

Bennett,  J.  W 849 

Hurlbut,  S.  A.. 751 
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Mobile,  Ala. — Continued.  Page. 

Expected  attack  upon  blockading  fleet  off. 
Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  H 696,697 

Buchanan,  F 848 

McBlair,  Charles 848 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 761 

Report  of 

Bell,  H.  H 700 

Greene,  C.  H 690,732,738 

Expected  attack  upon  defenses  of.     Report  of  D.  H.  Maury 837, 839, 856 

Expected  attack  upon  Ship  Island  by  Confederates  from.    See  Ship  Island, 

Mi89. 

Outbreak  of  yellow  fever  among  vessels  blockading.    See   YeUmv  fever. 

Outbreak  of. 
Mobile,  Ala. ,  British  consular  officer  at. 

Correspondence  with  British  minister  to  the  United  States 829 

Mentioned 829, 830 

Mobile,   Ala.,    commanding   officer  off.     Correspondence  with   D.   G. 

Farragut 308 

Mobile,  Ala. ,  French  consular  officer  at.     Mentioned 829 

Mobile  Bay,  Alabama. 

Confederate  naval  strength  in 706 

Escape  of  tug  Fox  into,  April  15,  1863 155,809 

Modena,  GKiiseppi  Gonte.     Mentioned 649 

Moerer,  Frank.     Mentioned 757, 768 

Monongahela,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 658-664,692,693 

Condition  of 104 

Mentioned 49, 84, 85, 88, 97-99, 101, 106, 136, 170, 210-216, 265, 277, 

278, 282-284, 294, 302, 315, 316, 375, 393, 396, 405, 408, 411, 425-427, 459, 
465, 470, 590, 627, 633-635, 637, 654, 670, 672, 688, 689, 700, 711, 719, 725, 
726,  731, 774,  776, 778-782, 784-787, 792-794, 797, 799, 800,  803-806,  814 
Cooperation  of,  with  army  forces  in  occupation  of  Aransas  Pass,  Texas, 

November  17,  1863 679-686 

Emmons,  George  F.,  appointed  to  command 308,338 

Movements  of 408,419,420 

Operations. 

In  Matagorda  Bay,  Tex.,  December  29-31,  1863 741-750 

See  also  Pass  OavaUo, 
In  Mississippi  River. 

At  Donaldsonville,  La 304, 

326, 327, 334-342, 344, 348-355, 357, 358, 361, 395, 400, 410 

At  Plaquemine,  La 239 

At  Port  Hudson,  La 210-216, 

218, 220, 221, 223, 224, 226-232, 234, 236, 237, 239, 241, 252, 255, 265 

Off  coast  of  Texas 694 

Off  PassCavallo,  Texas 698,702,703,736 

See  also  Matagorda  Bay. 

Off  the  Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico 643-650,667,668 

Orders  for  movementa 236,323,460,641 

Qualities  of 298-300 

Read,  Abner,  ordered  to  relieve  M.  Smith  of  command 308 
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Monongrahela,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  P*8^ 

Sartori,  L.  C,  ordered  to  relieve  George  F.  Emmons  of  command 429, 440 

Strong,  James  H.,  ordered  to  relieve  L.  C.  Sartori  of  command 566 

Moxiroe,  John.    Mentioned 524, 554 

Monroe,  Willis  F.    Mentioned 754 

Montezuma,  H.  I.  M.  S.    Mentioned 286,288,757 

Mongomery ,  James  E.     Mentioned 735 

Montgromery,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 458,477 

Moonligrht,  American  steamer.     Mentioned 725 

Moore, .    Mentioned 349 

Mordis,  A.    Mentioned 92 

Morgan,  C.  S.  S.    Mentioned 705,738,828 

Morgan,  Joseph.  S.    Mentioned 395 

Morgan, .    Mentioned 666 

Morino,  Mr.    See  Pensacola,  Fla,f  Spanish  consul  at. 

Morning  Light,  River  steamer.    Mentioned 785,  786 

Morning  Light,  U.  8.  ship.    Mentioned 122,128,132,537,551,754 

Morning  Star,  U.  S.  mail  steamer.    Mentioned 727,  728 

Morong,  John  O.     Mentioned 678,687 

Morris,  George  17. 

CJorrespondence  with  H.  H  Bell 740 

Mentioned 637,652 

Morris,  Henry  W. 

Appointed  to  temporary  command  in  Mississippi  River 404 

Correspondence  with 

Adams,  H!  A.,  jr 166 

Alden,  James 49,97,98,161 

Banks,  N.  P 121 

Bell,  H.  H 120,121,195 

Cooke,  AugustusP 68,108,121,134,136,137,153 

Crocker,  Frederick 380 

Emory,  William  H 292,302,304,305,328,335 

Farragut,  D.  G 48,58,252,277,283,302 

Gabaadan,  Edward  C 35 

MuUany,  J.  R.  M 141,147,162,165,166,184,189,199 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 164,172 

Perkins,  James  F 123 

Sherman,  Thomas  W 96,141,160,163 

Smith,  Melancton 104 

Spear,  Alden  T 130 

Mentioned 47,54,55,60,73,119,140, 

159, 179, 180, 182, 227,  282,  293,  325, 334,  343,  417,  422-425,  490,  760^  763 
Reports  of. 

Prizes.     Disposition  of 133, 145, 146 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Condition  and  needs  of 170 

General  affairs  of 104,130,135 

Morse,  Freeman  H.     See  London,  U.  S.  consul  at. 
Mortar  Flotilla,  17.  S. 

Operations  against  Port  Hudson 247 

Promotion  of  commanding  officers  of  vessels  of,  reconmiended 243, 249 

Morton,  Thomcks.     Mentioned 615 

Mound  City,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 394 
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Mouton,  Alfred.  Pb^- 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  Green 838 

Mentioned 65,237,238,254,315,320,325,329,861,866,81^-821,824 

Mower,  Frank.     Mentioned 286,288 

Miilberry,  Charles.    Mentioned 353 

Mnllany,  J.  B.  Madison. 

Appointed  to  command  blockade  of 

Galveston,  Tex 274 

Coast  of  Texas 431 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 114,204,474,475,596,616 

Chase,  Charles  T 416 

Childs,  J.  D 200 

Dana,  W.  H 432,443,613 

Debray,  Xavier  B 127 

Gillis,  J.  P 564,665 

Hatfield,  C 436 

Henry,  E.  W 502 

Hill,  F.  S 143,156,161,471,483 

Hooper,  Quincy  A 164 

Lewis,  R.  F.  R 163 

Lowry,  R.  B 139 

Lynn  &  Williams 127 

Madigan,  John,  jr 177 

Morris,  H.  W 141,162,184 

Read,  Abner 126,150 

Wells,  Lyman 455,462 

Woolsey,  M.  B 501 

Wright,  WUliam  F 499 

Mentioned 120, 132, 170, 282, 286, 287, 413, 418, 469, 619, 765, 756, 763 

Relieved  of  command  of  Texas  blockade 506-^7 

Reports  of. 

Betsey,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  August  6,  1863 464 

Bienville,  U.  S.  S. 

Arrival  of,  at  Galveston,  from  Rio  Grande 692 

Condition  of 498,604 

Galveston,  Tex.    Operations  off 126, 165, 189, 199, 288, 454, 471, 497 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex. 

Blockade  of 566 

Boat  expedition  to,  April  18,  1863 147 

St  Joseph's  Island,  Tex.    Capture  of  boat's  crew  from  U.  S.  bark 

William  G.  Anderson  at 166 

Muller»  Charles.    Mentioned 778 

Midznan,  Thomas.    Mentioned 543 

Miunford,  James.    Mentioned 110 

Mnnd,  Louis.    Mentioned 611 

Mundy ,  Georg^e  H. .  Mentioned 82 

Mnnroe,  John.    Mentioned 543 

Murphy,  Daniel  S.     Mentioned 282 

Murray,  J.  D.  G.     Mentioned 152,560 

Mustangs  Island,  Texas.    Capture  of  fort  on.    See  Aransas  Pau,  Tex.    Occu- 

potion  ofy  by  Federal  fvrceSf  November  17,  186S,  pp.  679-686. 
H.  Boynton,  Coal  bark.    Mentioned 322 
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H.  W.  Thomas,  U.  S.  Army  transport.    Mentioned 590,531 

Nagle,  Stephen  J. 

Mentioned 116 

Protest,  case  of  British  schooner  Tampico 117-119 

Narcissus,  U.  S.  S.    Orders  for  movements 696 

Nashville,  C.  S.  ironclad.    Mentioned 680,705,737,867 

Natchez,  Miss. ,  Mayor  of.    Correspondence  with 

Farragut,  D.  G 4 

Pemberton,  J.  C 86 

Navy  Department,  O.  S. 
Correspondence  with 

Barney,  J.  N 806 

Hunter,  W.  W 804,814 

Magruder,  J.  Baiikhead 679 

War  Department,  C.  S 807 

Reports  of 

Boston,  U.  S.  tug.    Capture  of,  June  8,  1863 828 

Fox,  U.  S.  transport.    Capture  of,  April  12,  1863 809 

Navy  Department,  17.  S. 

Charge  and  s}>ecification,  court-martial  of  F.  S.  Hill 488 

Correspondence  with 

Adams,  H.  A.,  jr , 399,602 

Alden,  James 67,421 

Allen,  W.  N 707 

Beers,  J.  R 621,623 

Bell,  H.  H  143, 158, 167, 284, 287, 413, 417, 433, 436, 441, 447, 451, 

459, 462, 465, 467^69, 485, 489, 609, 610, 616, 619, 621, 626, 636, 538, 539, 
667, 574, 678, 581, 684, 688, 589, 692, 697, 600, 603, 604, 608, 609, 612, 616, 
617, 627, 631-637, 643, 644, 650, 656, 667, 666, 666, 670, 671, 673, 674, 679, 
688, 692, 693, 699, 700, 704, 706, 708, 717, 718, 721, 726, 727, 736,  736,  741 

Benham,  A.  E.  K 634 

Brown,  Charles  H 611,658,660,661,705 

Brown,  George 640,723 

Cameron,  Robert 404 

Cate,  David 664 

Chase,  Charles  T 417 

Clark,  Robert  M 617 

Cressy,  W.  K 402,463 

Crocker,  Frederick 644 

Dana,  W.  H 371,441,475,615 

De  Haven,  Joseph  E 664 

De  Krafft,  J.  C.  P 676 

Eaton,  W.  B 719 

Emmons,  George  F 481 

Farragut,  D.  G 3, 34, 40, 43, 44, 47, 54, 59, 72, 78, 83, 121, 122, 169, 

179, 181, 182, 198, 204, 206, 221, 234, 243, 256, 272, 273, 277, 282, 284, 290, 
291, 294, 298, 311, 314, 319-322, 325, 333, 340, 367, 395, 396, 399, 401, 428, 
442,  443,  464, 486, 554, 691, 700, 715, 722, 723, 724, 730, 731, 737, 750,  761 

Gamble,  William  M 613 

Gherardi,  B 640 

Gillis,  John  P 366,397,436,625 

Goldsborough,  J.  R 99,161,171,175,192,197,296,601 

Henry,  E.  W 669 

Hill,  F.  S 142,168,167,482,488 
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PiBge 

Navy  Department,  17.  8. — Continaed. 
Correepondence  with 

Hitchcock,  R.  B 100,141,144 

Hooper,  Quincy  A 169 

Isherwood,  B.  F 466 

J^kins,  T.  A 439,601 

Johnson,  P.  C 388 

Joaett,  James  E : 412 

Lamson,  C.  W 402,650,689 

Lewis,  RobertF.  R 303,316 

Low,  W.  W 595 

McCann,  W.  P 762 

McDermut,  D.  A 116 

McRitchie,  D.  G 272 

Madigan,  John 390,538,539 

Marchand,  J.  B 295,296 

Morris,  Henry  W 104,130-133,135,146,146,164,170,172 

Navy  yard.  New  York,  Commandant  of 485,666,695 

Navy  yard,  Pensacola,  OommaDdantof 134,617 

Navy  yard,  Philadelphia,  Commandant  of 484 

Nestell,  D.  D.  T 549 

Newman,  L.  H 654 

Palmer,  J.  S 442 

Pennodc,  A.  M 5,421 

Perkins,  Georj?e  H 342 

Porter,  D.  D , 22,44,56,737 

Read,  Abner 114,127-130,147-149 

Rolando,  H... 389,568,571,576,579 

Rowan,  S.  C 300,301 

Seybum,  L  D 434,641 

Shankland,  William  F 162 

Smith,  J.  W 461,608,675 

State  Department,  U.  S. .  116, 119,172, 201, 291, 292, 416, 603, 512, 619, 631, 689 

Smith,  WiUiam  S 162 

Tampico,  U.  S.  consul  at 594 

Thatcher,  H.  K 602,652,704,713 

Tibbits,  H 548 

Walker,  W.  M 373 

War  Department,  U.  S 98,102,156,403 

Weston,  Henry,  jr Ill 

Woolsey,M.  B 446,462 

Zerega,  A.  L.  B 698,734 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  Commandant  of.     Correspondence  with  Navy 

Department,  U.  S 486,666,696 

Navy  Yard,  Pensacola.     Measures  for  defense  of.    Communications  from 

H.  H.Bell 606 

Navy  Yard,  Penaacola,  Commandant  of. 
Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 469,605,656 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 134,368 

Report  of  operations  near  Pensacola,  Fla. ,  October  11,  1863 617 

Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia,  Commandant  of.     Correspondence  with  Navy 

Department,  U.  S 484 

Nealy  Arthur.    Mentioned .- ^^*=^ 
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Neal,  Benjamin  F.     Correspondence  with  E.  E.  Hobby 168 

Helms,  T.  M.    Mentioned 356 

TX4lMon^  Thomas  L.    Mentioned 714 

Nelson, .    Mentioned 820,821 

Neosho,  U.S.  S.    Mentioned 419,420,602 

Neptune,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  June  14,  1863 176,296,296,297,318,319,366,367 

Mentioned 182 

Nestell,  B.  B.  T. 

Mentioned 547, 648 

Report  of  joint  expedition  to  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  September  7-8,  1863 649 

Neston,  Masse.     Mentioned 198, 199 

Nettles,  T.  D.    Mentioned 823 

Neutrality,  British.     See  Rio  Grande^  Texas  and  Mexico.    Affairs  in  vidmty 

of.    Also  TampicOf  British  schooner.     Capture  of,  April  S,  18S3, 

Newbury,  Samuel  S.    Correspondence  with  Robert  P.  Swann 269 

Newell,  Frederick.    Mentioned 463,586 

New  Ironsides,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 634,700 

New  London,  U.  S.  S. 

Allen,  W.  N. ,  ordered  to  relieve  Ed.  E.  Potter  of  command 699 

Captures  made  by.. 114-120, 707 

Mentioned 126,165,167,170,179,184,199,200, 

252, 263, 274, 282, 283, 315, 316, 322, 396, 407, 413, 422, 426, 601, 606, 616, 
517, 618. 694, 622, 664, 662, 671, 672, 701, 708, 710, 766, 763,  781,  782,  803 
Operations. 

At  Donaldsonville,  La 332, 

334, 336, 338-343, 349-351, 356, 366, 368, 360, 361, 364, 366 

Off  Sabine  Pass,  Tex 114-120,128-130,147-163 

Orders  for  movements 93, 431 

Potter,  Edward  E.,  ordered  to  relieve  George  H.  Perkins  of  command  . . .       343 

Read,  Abner,  relieved  of  command 308 

Newman,  John.     Mentioned 286,288,758 

Newman,  L.  Howard.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 654 

New  Orleans,  La. 
Affairs  at. 

Communications  from 

Bell,  H.  H 638 

Emory,  W.  H 307 

Farragut,  D.  G 262,391 

Palmer,  James  S 254 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Banks,  N.  P 313 

Farragut,  D.  G 283,426 

Reports  of 

Bell,  H.  H 469,610,627,636,657,665,671,699,704 

Emory,  W.  H 251 

Farragut,  D.  G 179,396,396 

Morris,  H.  W 104,130,136,146,146,170 

Starrett,  Adrian  C 628 

Expulsion  of  citizens  from,  by  Federal  authorities 826, 827 

Order  of  President,  U.  8.,  regarding  passage  of  military  supplies  in  and 

out 

Outbreak  of  yellow  fever  on  vessels  at    Reports  of  H.  H. ; 
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Page. 
New  Orleans,  La. — Continued. 

Quarantine  regulations  at. 

General  order  of  W.  H.  Emory 273 

Reports  of 

Farragut,  D.  G 273 

Foltz,  J.  M 275 

Threatened  attack  upon  by  Confederates.    Communications  from  D.  G. 

Farragut 315,316 

See  also  DonaldsonviUe^  La,    Naval  operaiiona  in  defense  ojy  June  in  to 
July  12,  186S. 
Vessels  captured  by  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  to  be  adjudicated  at.      319 

New  Orleans,  Belg^ian  consul  at.     Mentioned 848 

New  Orleans,  British  consul  at. 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell 446,447,659 

Mentioned 118 

New  Orleans,  Collector  of  customs  at.     Correspondence  with  U.  S.  con- 
sul at  Tampico,  Mexico 441 

New  Orleans,  Spanish  consul  at.     Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell 689 

New  Orleans,  Swiss  consul  at.     Mentioned 408, 762 

New  Orleans,  17.  S.  district  attorney  at.     Correspondence  with  H.  H. 

Bell 573,574 

New  Orleans,  17.  S.  marshal.    Correspondence  M^ith  H.  H.  Bell 590 

Newton,  Alexander.     Mentioned 144 

Newton,  Edward.     Mentioned 144 

New  York  Navy  Yard.     See  Navy  Yard^  New  York, 

New  York  Troops.     Mentioned.     Infantry— Regiments:  75th,  531,  542,  773; 

160th,  111;  161st,  532,543,553. 

Niagara,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 731,751 

Nicholcks,  J.     Mentioned  - 727 

Nicholson,  William  C.     Finding,  court-martial  of  F.  S.  Hill 489 

Nickerson,  Sylvanus.     Mentioned 303 

Nicols,  David.     Mentioned 598, 699 

Nightingale,  U.  S.  ship. 

Bruner,  E.  D.,  appointed  to  command 605 

Mentioned 282,427,693 

Nims,  Ormand  F.     Mentioned 107 

Nita,  Confederate  steamer.    Mentioned 182 

Norman,  Schooner.     Mentioned 675 

Norris,  John.     Mentioned 163 

North  America,  U.  S.  transport.     Mentioned 329, 351, 360 

North  Carolina,  U.  S.  ship.     Mentioned : 775 

Norton,  Ichabod.     Mentioned 693 

Nymph,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  April  22,  1863 158-160 

O.  H.  Lee,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner.     Mentioned 282, 400,  777 

Obbits,  Luis.     Mentioned 285-288,  758 

Ocean  Bird,  Schooner.     Mentioned 719 

Octorara,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentione<i 600,636,652,696 

Orders  for  movements 595, 655 

Odium,  Frederick  H. 

Correspondence  with  R.  W.  Dowling 559 

Mentioned 536,555,556,560-563,830 

Reports  of  joint  expedition  to  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  September  7-8,  1863. .  557, 558 
fc«  of  0. 8.  Congress  to,  action  at  Sabine  Pass,  Tex. ,  September  8^  18fi&  -     ^^^^ 
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Ohio  Troops.     Mentioned.     Infantry — Regiments:  76th,  24.  P»«e. 

0'I«eary,  Daniel.     Mentioned 777 

Olford,  Franklin.     Mentioned 542 

Oliver,  H.  Xemble.     Correspondence  with  M.  B.  Woolsey 332 

OUtson,  A.  E.     Mentioned 714 

Oneida,  U.  S.  8. 

Emmons,  George  F.,  appointed  to  command 140 

Franklin,  8.  R.,  appointed  to  command 429 

Mentioned 157,282,308,430,699,608,634,711 

Operations  off  Mobile,  Ala 669 

Sartori,  L.  C,  ordered  to  relieve  8.  R.  Franklin  of  command 665, 566 

Search  for  C.  8.  steamers  Alabama  and  Florida 96, 97 

Onondaga,  U.  8.  8.    Mentioned 751 

Ordnance  Supplies.     8ee  Arms^  ammunition^  etc 
Oreto.     8ee  Florida,  C.  S.  S. 

Orvetta,  U.  8.  mortar  schooner.     Mentione<l 248, 282 

Oabom,  Marcus  B.     Mentioned 756 

Oscar,  Vessel.     Mentioned 458 

Ossipee,  U.  8.  8. 

Captures  made  by 366,397,398 

Cruise  of,  from  Galveston,  Tex. ,  to  the  Rio  Grande  and  return 725,  726 

Mentioned 436-438,465,469,476,610,625,664,667, 

588, 593, 596, 607, 622, 626, 644, 647, 664, 672, 677, 686, 709,  710,  740,  741 
Operations. 

Off  Galveston,  Tex \ 617-519,701 

Off  Mobile,  Ala 436 

On  coast  of  Texas 638 

Orders  for  movements 300, 601, 505-507 

Owasco,  U.  8.  8. 

Captures  made  by 390,406,658,664,692,693 

Burning  of  schooner  Hanover  by,  May  10,  1863 177 

Expedition  to  the  Rio  Grande,  October  27  to  Novemlxir  3, 1863 643-650 

Henry,  E.  W.,  ordered  to  relieve  John  Madigan  of  command 590 

Mentioned 114, 120, 165, 179, 199, 205, 274, 282, 283, 290, 298, 321, 375, 407, 

419, 431, 475, 506, 565, 593, 622, 654, 658-660, 662, 672,  710,  754,  755,  762 

Operations  off  Sabine  Pass,  Tex 516,517-521,524,538,539 

Orders  for  movements 293,493,494,519 

Padden,  Patrick.     Mentioned Ill 

Page,  Edward,  jr.     Mentioned 353 

Paine,  Halbert  E.     Mentioned 209,211,316 

Paine,  Theodore  H.     Mentioned 327, 453 

Palmer,  Captain.     Mentioned 164 

Palmer,  Edward  A.     Mentioned 767 

Palmer,  Francis  A.     See  Francis  A.  Palmer y  British ressel. 
Palmer,  James  0. 

Correspondence  with  Philip  Lansdale 651 

Report  of  yellow  fever  on  U.  S.  8.  Pensacola 651 

Palmer,  James  S. 

Correspondenco  with 

Alden,  J 213,244 

Andrews,  (ieorge  L 196 

BankH,  N.  P 178,196,207,210,212,222,233,260,262 

Cooke,  A.P '70  919.238 

Farragut,  D.  G 77-  ^ 

Irwin,  Richard  B 
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Palmer,  James  8. — Continued.  Pa«e. 

Correspondence  with 

Porter,  D.  D 203,221,240,253,255 

Walke,  Henry 202,208,217,220,228,238,249,366 

Mentioned 28,33,38, 

77-79, 189, 211, 224, 2:^,  250, 263, 282, 337, 340, 375, 397, 424,  763, 768,  772 
Reports  of. 

Hartford,  U.  S.  S.     Arrival  of,  at  New  York  from  New  Orleans 442 

Port  Hudson,  La.    Siegeof 208,209,237 

.  Red  River. 

Blockade  of : 203 

Operations  in 187 

Pampero,  U.  S.  ship.     Mentioned .* 195,282,597 

Park,  William!).     Mentioned 803 

Park,  William  L.     Mentioned 780 

Parker,  D.  Edward.     Mentioned * 542 

Parker,  Herman.    Mentioned 714 

Parker,  John  C.     Mentioned 339,567,775,783 

Parriflh,  Augustus  H.     Mentione<l 824 

Partridgre,  Leander  H.     Mentioned 133 

Pass  Cavallo,  Texas. 
Blockade  of. 

Orders  and  instmctions. 

Bell,  H.  H 95,320,421 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M 164,200 

Report  of  Frederic  S.  Hill 156 

See  also  Lavam^  Tex.;  Matagorda^  Tex, 

Captures  made  off 158-160,285,288,316,641 

Joint  operations  at.     Reports  of 

Bell,  H.  H  736 

Gillis,  J.  P 701 

Strong,  J.  H 694,698,702,736 

Washburn,  C.  C 697 

See  also  Matagorda  Hay,  Tex.    Joint  operations  in^  December  29  to  Sly  1863. 

Patten,  William  W.     Mentioned 115,133 

Patterson,  John.     Mentioned  .  146 

Paulding,  Hiram.     Mentioned 591, 751 

For  correspondence  scie  Navy  Yardy  N.  F.,  Commandant  of. 
Paulsen,  Thomcks. 

Mentioned 115 

Protest,  case  of  British  schooner  Tampico 1 17-119 

Payne,  John  W.     Mentioned 536,556,847 

Peacock,  Lovett.     See  Ix/t'ett  Peacock^  Schoontr. 

Peck,  Frank  H.     Report  of  reoccupation  of  Brashear  City,  La.,  July  22, 1863.      379 

Peck,  John  F.     Mentioned 390 

Peel,  Sir  William.     See  Sir  William  Peel,  Brit'ufh  steamer. 
Pemberton,  John  C. 
Correspondence  with 

Bowen,  John  S 85, 86 

Cooper,  Samuel 89, 90 

Gardner,  Frank 84,87,88,807,814,815 

Lovell,  Williams 84,86 

Memminger,  R.  W 807 

Natchez,  Miss.,  Mayor  of ., 85 

N  W  R — VOL  20 59 


930  INDEX. 

i 

Pemberton,  John  C. — Continued.  ?■««. 

,  Correspondence  with 

Reeve,  John  J 85 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 817 

Stevenson,  C.  L 85,86,88,89,806,814,815 

Mentioned 222,304 

Reports  of  operations  in  Mi88iBsii>pi  River 84-90,  807, 810, 815 

Pembina,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 161,277 

Mentioned 170,179,282,319,756 

i  Orders  for  movements ..-.  654,666 

;  Penguin,  U.  S.  S. 

I  Condition  of 1 727 

Mentioned : 671,686 

Movements  of 623, 657 

Orders  for  movements 621,  729 

Pennell,  David.     Mentioned 707 

Penniman,  Brig.     Mentioned 743 

Penniman,  Luther  L.     Mentioned 704 

Pennington,  Lewis  W. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  J.  P.  Jackson 411 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell 589 

Mentioned 282,440,635,636,640,732,734 

Pennock,  Alexander  M. 
Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 5,421 

Wise,  H.  A 242 

Report  of  passage  of  Port  Hudson,  La.,  March  14,  1863 5 

Pennsylvania,  17.  S.  district  judge  for  eastern  district  of.    Mentioned..      295 
Penobscot,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 151,702,710,741,743,746 

Movements  of 704 

Orders  for  movements 634 

Pensacola,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of 631 

Designate<i  flagship  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 432, 433 

Fever  on  board  of 651 

Mentioned 35,98,104,108,121, 

130, 133, 135-137, 141, 145, 146, 154, 160, 162, 164-167, 170, 172, 176, 179, 
181, 184, 187, 189, 191, 198, 202, 273, 282, 311, 314-316, 325, 332, 343, 367, 
405, 413, 416,  417, 424, 425, 427, 429-435, 438-440, 447, 449, 451 ,  454, 455, 
459-462, 465-470, 472, 474-476, 484, 485, 491-494, 499, 501,504-510,514- 
516, 519-521 ,  523-526, 535, 539, 541, 563-567, 570, 574, 575, 578, 581, 584, 
587-590, 592, 597, 599, 601, 603-609, 612, 613, 616, 617, 622, 624,627,631- 
633, 6:^6-639, 641, 643, 644, 646, 650, 652, 655, 657, 660, 662, 663, 665, 666, 
668-^571 ,  673-675, 677, 679, 680, 686, 689, 690, 692-706, 708, 709, 711-713, 
717,  718,  721,  722,  724, 725,  727,  729-7^3, 736-738, 740, 741, 752,  763,  775 

Operations  at  Port  Hudson 206,207,272 

Orders  for  movements 404 

Pensacola,  Fla. 
Affairs  at. 

Communications  from 

Bell,  H.  H 641 

Navy  yard,  Pensacola,  Commandant 655 
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Pensacola,  Fla. — Continued.  P<«e. 

Affairs  at. 

Order  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S 134 

Report  of  R.  B.  Hitchcock 100 

Burning  of  U.  S.  ship  Preble  at,  April  27,  ISftS 162,103 

Captures  made  off 674 

Operations  near,  October  8-11,  1863. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  8.  schooner  John  Griffith 618 

Reports  of 

Clark,  RobertM 617 

Navy  yard,  Pensacola,  Commandant  of 617 

Yellow  fever  at.    See  YeUow  fever.     Outbreak  of. 

Penaacola,  Fla. ,  Spaniah  consul  at.    Mentioned 656 

Pensacola  Navy  Yard.     See  Navy  yard,  PcMocola, 

Percy,  Ezekiel  D.    Mentioned 147, 841 

Perkins,  Captain.    Mentioned 107 

Perkins,  George  H. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  8.  S.  Sciota 430 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H ^    701 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 342 

Mentioned 262,263,334,339,351-353,356,427,708,746,748 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  New  London 343 

Reports  of. 

Matagorda  Bay,  Tex.    Joint  operations  in,  December  29  to  31, 1863..      743 
White  Hall  Point,  La.    Engagement  at,  and  disabling  of  U.  S.  S. 

New  London 341 

Perkins,  James  F. 

Mentioned 125,131,389 

Report  of  destruction  of  U.  S.  S.  Barrataria,  April  7,  1863 123 

Perkins,  Samuel  O. 

Finding,  court-martial  of  F.  S.  Hill 489 

Mentioned 488 

Peterhoflf,  British  steamer.     Mentioned 201,458,827 

Petersbiurg',  City  of.     See  City  of  Petersburg,  Steamer, 

Peterson, .    Mentioned 848, 849 

Peterson,  Thomas  L.     Death  of • 106,108-113 

Pfromer,  Francis.     Mentioned 335, 360 

Phaeton,  H.  B.  M.  S.    Mentioned 477,478 

Phantom,  Steamer.    Mentioned 370 

Philadelphia  Navy  yard.    See  Navy  yard,  Philadelphia, 

Phillips,  C.  D.    Mentioned 306 

Phillips,  Frederick.    Mentioned 777 

PhiUips,  Joseph.     Mentioned 306,326,330,361-363 

Pitchling',  Charles.     Mentioned 353 

Piaget,  A.     See  New  Orleans,  Swiss  consul  at. 
Pickering",  Thomas. 

Mentioned 279,286,757,758,763 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Antona 426 

Pierce,  Leonard,  jr.     See  Malamoras,  Mexico,  U.  S.  S.  constdar  officer  at. 

Pietro,  Andrew.     Mentioned 487 

Pilcher,  Edward.    Mentioned 306 

Pinckney,  General  C.  C.     See  General  C.  C.  Pmckney,  Schooner. 

Pinnan,  Danish  brig.    Mentioned 453 
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Pinnel,  David.     Mentioned 707 

Pinola,  U.  S.  S. 

Fitzhugh,  W.  E.,  ordered  to  relieve  James  Still  well  of  command 690 

Mentioned 170, 179, 282, 437, 459, 481, 510, 616, 671 ,  703,  709, 756 

Pittsburg,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 42, 188, 204, 208, 220, 251, 254, 255,  394,  767, 768 

Planter,  Steamer.    Capture  of,  June  15,  1863 175, 296, 297, 318, 319, 366 

Plaquemine,  La. 

Attack  on,  June  18,  1863. 
Communications  from 

Alden,  James 241 

Banks,  N.  P 1 235 

Farragut,  D.  G 239,304,309 

Order  of  D.  G.  Farragut 236 

Reports  of 

Clapp,  M 235 

Drew,  C.  W 235 

Emory,  W.  H 235 

Farragut,  D.  G 325 

Major,  James  P 363 

Steams,  Albert 305 

Weaver,  A.  W 304 

Operations  at. 

Communications  from 

Emory,  W.  H 305 

Stone,  CharlesP 686 

Report  of  Robert  Townsend 687 

Plunkett,  M.  H.     Mentioned 127 

PocahontaB,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 176, 176 

Cruise  from  New  Orleans  to  Philadelphia,  and  injuries  sustained  in  a 

gale 513 

Mentioned 100 

132, 183, 145, 146, 170, 172, 179, 197, 282, 351, 426, 468, 518, 693, 647,  756 

Poche,  S.  Alexander.     Mentioned 821 

Pointlsabel,  Tex.     Captures  made  at 279-281,285,287 

Pointe  Couple,  La. 

Engagement  at 234 

Property  captured  at 700 

Pontchartrain,  Confederate  vessel.     Mentioned 383 

Pontchartrain  Lake.     See  Ixike  Pontchartrain. 

Ponchatoula  River,  Louisiana.    Operations  in.     Report  of  T.  W.  Sherman.       103 

Pope,  Robert  G.     Mentioned 570, 692 

Port  Hudson,  La. 

Operations  above,  March  15  to  May  6,  1863 3-93 

Operations  at. 

Communications  from 

Banks,  N.  P 186 

Gardner,  F 825 

Palmer,  James  8 178 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Farragut,  D.  G 189 

Pemberton,  J.  C 814 

Smith,  M 101 
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Pace. 
Port  Hudson,  La. — Continued. 
Operations  at. 

Beports  of 

AJden,  James 97-99,161,178 

Gardner,  Franklin 807,814 

See  also  Abstracts  logs,  pp  76:^-804. 
Passage  of,  March  14,  1863. 

Communications  from 

Farragut,  D.  G....* 49,56-68,167 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 44 

Report  of  D.  G.  Farragut 3,46,46,48 

See  also  report  of  Banks  pp  263-265. 
Proposed  operations  against. 

Communications  from 

Banks,  N.  P.... 173 

Farragut,  D.  G 206 

Report  of  N.  P.  Banks 186,186 

Siege  of,  May  21  to  July  9,  1863. 

Casualties,  Confederate 272 

Communications  from 

Alden,  James 226,241,246,247 

Arnold,  Richard 269 

Augur,  C.  C 208 

Banks,  N.  P 210-217,219,222-231,235,242-244,249,260-262 

Barker,  J.  T 230 

Dwight,  William 240 

Eaton 242 

/        Emerson,  C 266 

Farragut,  D.  G 212-220, 

223, 226, 227, 228, 230, 232, 235, 237, 239, 252, 263, 266 

Fisher,  J.  C 236 

Grover,  C 223 

Irwin,  Richard  B 209,260,262 

Jenkins,  T.  A 230,231 

Palmer,  J.  S 207,208,222,233,240,244,249,253-256,260 

Pennock,  A.  M : 242 

Porter,  D.  D 260 

Stone,  Charles  P 232 

VVeitzel,  G 218 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Banks,  N.  P 224 

Farragut,  D.  G 207,208,236,250,266 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A 269 

Palmer,  J.  S 219,221 

Terry,  E 226,236 

Wise,  H.  A 242 

Reports  of 

Alden,  James 213,246 

Brand,  Frederick  B 270 

Caldwell,  C.  H.  B 247 

Cooke,  A.  P 238 

DeGoumay,  P.  F 265,266,268,269,271 

Farragut,  D.  G 206,221,234,243,249,256 

Jackson,  C.  M *L'^'L 
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Port  Hudson,  La. — Continued.  P^i^ 

Siege  of,  May  21  to  July  9,  1863. 
Reports  of 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A , 257,263 

Miles,  W.  R 285-271 

Palmer,  J.  S 208,209,237 

Sage,  C.  H 235 

Terry,  Edward 257 

See  also  Abstract  logs,  etc,  pp.  763-804;  Report  of  Banks,  pp.  283-265. 
Surrender  of,  July  9,  1863. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Essex BfX^ 

Communication  from  D.  G.  Farragnt 386 

See  also  PoH  Hudsm,  La.    Siege  of,  pp.  230, 256, 260-265, 272. 

Porter,  Madam.    Mentioned 108, 107 

Porter,  David  B. 

Appointed  to  command  in  Mississippi  River  above  New  Orleans 393, 397, 

419,  432, 442 

Correspondence  with 

Breese,  K.  Randolph 10 

Ellet,  Alfred  W 19,23,31,32 

Ellet,  John  A 30,31 

Emmons,  George  F 420 

Farragut,D.  G 8,11, 

12, 24, 25, 27, 28, 33, 37, 39, 70, 76, 77, 260, 337, 392, 393, 432 

Jenkins,  T.  A - . . .       401 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 44,68,737 

Pahner,  J.S 203,221,240,253,255 

Townsend,  Robert 496 

Upton,  Daniel  P 366 

Walke,  H \ 13,18,250 

Mentioned 5,7-10,14-16,34-36,42,45,47-49,51-^54, 

59,61,72,  73,75,77-79,82,83,122, 173, 174, 187-189,202,206,208,  215,217, 

238,  242,  252,  294,  331,  367, 377, 387, 404, 409, 423, 424, 491, 492, 494-496, 

567,  621,  629,  667,  674,  681,  728,  767, 775, 782, 783, 788, 791, 793,  803, 804 
Reports  of. 

Red  River,  La.     Blockade  of 40 

VickHburg,  Miss.    Passage  of,  by  U.  S.  rams  Lancaster  and  Switzer- 
land, and  sinking  of  ram  Lancaster,  March  25, 1863 22 

Porter,  Henry  M. 

Mentionetl 323,346,353 

Report  of  oi)eration8  in  defense  of  Donaldsonville,  La 347 

Porter,  Mcury  C.     See  Mary  C.  Porter,  Bark. 

Port  Boyal,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned 600,627,635,637,652,671,729,752 

Onlers  for  movements 740 

Portflxnouth,  11.  8.  ship. 

Franklin,  S.  R.,  appointed  to  command 565,566 

Henry,  E.  W.,  appointed  to  command 4,'W 

Mentionwi 136, 160, 176, 282, 302, 315, 316, 332, 427, 429, 712,  774,  775 

Sartori,  L.  C,  api)ointed  to  command 609 

Portz,  Nicolas  Gkupard.     See  Mobile,  Ala. ,  French  consular  office  at. 

Potomac,  U.  S.  nhip. 

CJaptures  ma<le  by 718 

MentiomMl 100,282,437,605,719-722 
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P  Dtter,  Edward  E.  P««e. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  8.  S.  New  London 343 

Mentioned 353,506,594,763 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  New  London 599 

Poutet,  Horace.     Mentioned 146 

Powerful,  Steamer.    Mentioned 707 

Powers,  Henry  P.     Mentioned 128 

Powers,  Morris.     Mentioned    542 

Pratt,  Charles  W.    Mentioned 282,636 

Pratt,  EdwinB.     Mentioned 144 

Pratt,  John  G.     Mentioned *   61 

Pray,  William  F.     Mentioned 542 

Preble,  U.  S.  ship.     Destruction  of,  hy  fire  off  Ponsaeolu,  Fla.,  April  27, 

1863 1 162,163 

President,  O.  8. 

Correspondence  with  J.  C.  Pemberton 88, 807 

Mentioned 99,217,563,811 

President,  17.  S. 

Correspondence  with  N.  P.  Banks 534 

Mentioned 44,303,605 

Order  of,  regarding  passage  of  military  supplies  in  and  out  of  New  Orleans.      482 

Preston,  Charles.     Mentioned 327, 354 

Price,  General.     See  General  Pricey  U.  S.  S. 

Price,  John.    Mentioned 556 

Price,  Sterling.     Mentioned 261 

Prince,  Edward.     Mentioned.. 21.1,225,227,776 

Princess  Boyal,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 445-454, 477-480 

Condition  of 497 

Mentioned 305, 313, 367, 395, 400, 405, 408-410, 413, 418-420, 

425, 455, 462, 465, 471, 475, 500, 505, 567, 665, 671, 707,  727, 781, 782, 804 
Oi>eration8. 

At  Donaldsonville,  Jja. 325- 

327, 329,  aSO,  333, 344, 347-.349, 351-354, 357, 358, 360 

Off  Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico 444- 

454, 456-461, 466, 467, 473, 474, 477-480, 483, 563 

On  coast  of  Texas 510-512 

Orders  for  movements 344,419,466,501 

Prizes. 

Disposition  of 133, 145, 164, 171, 172, 176,  ^05, 318, 319, 508, 706, 715, 718 

Treatment  of  persons  captured  on 389, 674-676 

See  also  West  Chdf  Blockading  Squadron.     Captures  made  by. 

Promotions.     Instructions  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S.,  concerning 633 

Prussian  Minister  to  the  United  States.     Mentioned 469 

Piurdie,  William  A.     Mentioned 481 

Pushmataha,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  October  7,  \S6S 614, 615 

Pylades,  H.  B.  M.  S.    Mentioned 571-573,607 

Quaker  City,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 514 

Queen  of  the  West,*  C.  S.  8. 
Destruction  of,  April  14,  1863. 

Communications  from  Henry  W.  Morris 136, 137 

Extract  from  diary  of  G.  W.  Baird 137 


♦  Formerly  U.  S.  S.  Queen  of  the  West. 
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Queen  of  the  West,  C.  S.  S.— Continued.  ^»s^ 

Destruction  of,  April  14,  1863. 
Reports  of 

Banks,  N.  P 138,139,2& 

Cooke,  A.  P i:^ 

Morris,  Henry  W I.Hi 

Mentioned 9, 11-13, 15,3a 

40, 55, 59, 60, 63-65, 71, 81, 96, 107, 108, 154, 157,  204,  608,  788,  818,  82 

Queen  of  the  West,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 22,29,38,44,263,76 

Queen,  Sea.     See  Sea  Quetn^  British  steamer. 
Queen,  Wave.     See  Wave  Queerif  British  steamer. 

Quigr,  Henry  M.     Mentioned 57 

R.  R.  Cuyler,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 171,176,176,278,41 

Condition  of. 31 

Jouett,  James  E.,  ordered  to  relieve  Geor^  F.  Emmons  of  command 14 

Mentioned 197,282,319,399,75 

OperatioQs  off  Mobile,  Ala 19 

Orders  for  movements *- 31 

Search  for  C.  S.  steamers  Alabama  and  Florida 96, 9 

...  _  Rabb,  Henry.     Mentioned ' 75i 

Rachel  Seaman,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Captures  made  by 151 

Condition  of 29^ 

Mentioned 96,102,156,200,205,274,282,285,321,372,  764,75^ 

Orders  for  movements 95,  164, 395 

Radetzki,  Gustavo  H.     Mentioned 95,  754 

Rains,  Geor^  W.     Mentioned 839 

Ramsay,  Francis  M.     Report  of  operations  in  Red  River 678 

Ramsay,  J.  Gales.     Mentioned 621 

Ramsay,  J.  W.     Mentioned 598 

Rangpe,  George.     Mentioned 542 

Ranger,  Schooner.     Mentioned 473, 474 

I    (  Ransom,  Thomas  E.  G. 

'i  Correspondence  with  Frank  S.  Hesseltine 746 

Mentioned 697,725,736,742,744 

Report  of  occupation  of  Aransas  Pass,  Tex.,  November  17,  1863 681 

Rasini,  James  E.     Mentioned 598 

j  |.  jj  Raton  del  Nilo,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  December  3,  1 863 707,  708 

j|j  Raymond,  Henry.     Mentioned 542 

t|l|j  Read,  Abner. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 93 

Farragut,  D.  G 323 

Kendall,  Lucian  H 149 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M 126,150 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 127 

Death  of 333-335,337,340,355,360,361,396,409 

Mentioned 152, 153, 165, 199, 253,  255,  282,  316, 326, 358, 359. 490,  755,  781,  782 

Relieved  of  command  of  V.  S.  S.  New  Ix>ndon  and  appointed  to  command 

U.  S.  S.  Mononj^ahela 308 

Reports  of. 

Sal)ine  Pass,  Tex. 

^IJ  Blockade  of 128-130 

„■  Boat  exjiedition  to,  April  18,  1863 147-150 
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Read,  Abner — Continued.  P"««- 

Reports  of. 

Tampico,  British  schooner.     Capture  of,  April  3,  1863 114 

Read,  John  J.     Mentioned 765 

Red  Chief,  Steamer.     Mentioned 211 

Red  Jacket.     See  Grey  Jacket^  Steamer, 
Red  River,  XjOiuaiazia. 
Blockade  of. 

Communications  from 

Farragut,  D.  (i 5, 6, 9, 10, 12, 25, 27,  aS,  45, 46, 48, 49, 57, 61, 68, 70 

Porter,  David  D 11,29,37 

Orders  and  instructions.  • 

Farragut,  D.  G 77 

Morris,  H.  W 68 

Reports  of 

Farragut,  D.  G 3,47,54,72 

Gabaudan,  E.  C 36 

Porter,  David  D 40 

Walke,  H 228 

See  also  Abstract  logs,  pp.  763-804. 
Operations  in. 

Conrniunications  from 

Banks,  N.P 57,58,172,174,188 

Farragut,  D.  G 58,75,232 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Farragut,  D.  G 68,74,75 

Palmer,  James  S 179 

Reports  of 

Banks,  N.  P 264 

Kllet,  John  A 41 

Palmer,  James  S 187,203 

Operations  in. 
Reports  of 

Ramsay,  Francis  M 678 

Townsend,  Robert 677 

Walke,  H 202,220 

See  also  Abstract  logs,  etc.,  pp.  763-804. 
Reconnoissance  in,  and  engagement  at.  Fort  De  Russy,  Ia.,  May  3-5, 1863. 
Cooke,  A.  P. 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  8.  S.  Estrella 385 

Restored  to  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Estrella 428,435 

Reports  of 

Farragut,  D.  G 78,294,295 

Foltz,J.  M 82 

Hart,  John  E , 79-82 

Hervey,  W 92 

Kelso,  J 90-92 

King,  E.  T 92 

Taylor,  R 93 

Red  River,  Louiaiana,  Commanding'  officer.  Mouth  of.     Correspond- 
ence with  Franklin  Gardner 84 

Reed,  Cornelius.     Mentioned 280 

Reed'8  Cavalry.     Mentioned 359,361 

Reeve,  John  J. 

Correspondence  with  John  S.'Bowen .......••••••••.•. ..«.<^««»->     '^^^ 
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Reeve,  John  J. — Continued.  Pa^. 

Report  of  engagement  at  Grand  Gulf,  Miss.,  March  19,  1863 85 

Beid,  Roberts.     Mentioned 808 

Reindeer,  Bark.     Mentioned 289 

Reliance,*  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 68, 73, 135-137, 173, 201,  283,  778, 780, 783 

Relief,  Schooner.     Mentioned 758 

Relief,  U.  S.  storeship.    Mentioned 158,282 

Renahaw,  William  B.     Mentioned 183 

Reserve,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  October  25,  1863 641 

Restless,  U.  S.  S.  bark.     Destruction  of  salt  works  on  St  Andrew's  Bay,  Fla., 

December  14  and  18,  1863 720-723 

Revenge,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  July  22,  1863 406 

Reynolds,  Alfred  H.     Mentioned 543 

Reynolds,  John  F.     Mentioned 386 

Rhode  Island,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 373 

Mentioned 273,275 

Rhodes,  Robert.     Mentioned 540,542,547 

Rice,  Captain.     Mentioned 854 

Richard  O.  Bryan,  British  schooner.     Capture  of,  July  4,  1862 373 

Richardson,  James  F.     Mentioned 728,  729 

Richmond,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  March  16  to  August  8,  1863 783-804 

Alden,  James,  appointed  to  command 420 

Condition  of 399,439,485,613 

Jenkins,  Thornton  A.,  appointed  to  command 256 

Mentioned 36,45,49,50,54,67,101,105,157,282, 

283, 299,  334,  337, 338,  340,  351,  360, 367, 377, 378, 385, 396, 406, 408, 410, 
424,  433,  443,  600,  627,  a35,  652,  671,  712, 739, 740, 752, 766,  768,  775-780 

Movements  of 653, 657 

Operations  at  Port  Hudson,  JjSl 97,98,161, 

178, 219,  221, 222, 226, 234,  236, 237, 241, 245-247, 250, 256-259,  283, 409 

Onlersfor  movements 401,404,420,427,601,633 

Ridley,  Alonzo.     Mentioneil 358 

Rinaldo,  II.  B.  M.  S.     Mentione<l 298 

Rio  Grande,  Captain  of  port,  Mouth  of.     Correspondence  with 

Strong,  J.  H 662-664 

Woolsey,  M.  B 474 

Rio  Qrande,  Texas  and  Mexico. 
Affairs  in  vicinity  of. 

Communications  from 

Bell,  II.  H 289,474,694 

Farragut,  D.  U 278 

Great  Britain,  U.  8.  minister  to 201 

Maguire,  Rochfort 693 

Matamoraf^,  Mexico,  British  vici^consnl  at 477 

Matamoras,  Mexico,  U.  S.  consul  at 289, 374, 444, 457, 458, 460,  612 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 155,291,292,503,589,666 

State  Department,  U.  S 201, 5a%  504, 512 

Tamaulipas,  Govenier  of 460, 473 

Tatham,  Edward 478 

W.  F 620 

Woolsey,  M.  B 444,456,457,473,474,477,478 


♦AfterwardH  V.  S.  S.  Hollvhock,  which  see. 
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Rio  Ghrande,  Texas  and  Mexico— <!k)ntinaed.  Page. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  H 95,283, 

294,  316,  318,  431,  466,  483,  499-601,  601,  607, 673, 677, 701, 709, 731, 840 

Fairagut,  D.  G 187,308,316,370 

Morris,  H.  W 162 

Mnllany,  J.  R.  M 283,432 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 706 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 832 

Reports  of 

Bee,  H.  P 827,836 

Bell,  H.  H 96,103,284-288,321,466,469,693 

Farragut,  D.  G 319 

Gillis,  JohnP 693,725 

Henry,  E.  W 383,384 

Hill,  F.  S 482,483 

Rolando,  H 626 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 832 

Strong,  J.  H 668,694,741 

Woolsey,  M.  B 466,467,610,663 

See  also  Abstracts  of  logs,  diaries,  etc.,  pp.  763-763;  Antona,  U.  S.  S,,  seiz- 
ure of  commanding  officer  of,  from  a  Mexican  vessel,  by  Confederates,  July 
i^4,  186S,  pp.  413-418;  Atlantic,  hermaphrodite  brig,  seizure  of,  etc.,  pp. 
446-462;  Capture  of  schooner  Amelia  Ann  and  bark  Teresita,  pp.  688-690; 
Flying  Scud,  British  schooner,  capture  of,  pp.  462-464;  Seizures  made  by 
United  States  vessels  at  mouth  of  Rio  Grande,  November  4  and  6,  186S, 
pp.  668-664;  Sir  WiUiam  Peel,  British  steamer,  seizure  of,  September  11, 
186S,  pp.  626,  667-581,  607,  626. 

Captures  made  off 441,446-464,477-480, 

482, 486-489, 626, 667-681, 607, 626, 611, 647, 668-664, 688-690, 692,  707 
Joint  expedition  to,  October  27  to  November  3,  1863. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela 647 

Communications  from 

Banks,  N.  P .' 647 

Bee,  H.  P 649 

Dana,  N.  J.  T 648 

Orders  and  instructions,  H.  H.  Bell 643, 644 

Reports  of 

Bee,  H.  P 649 

Bell,  H.  H 643,644,670 

Gillis,  JohnP , 647 

Magruder,  J.  B 660 

Strong,  J.  H 646,646,667 

Bipple,  Schooner.     Capture  of.  May  18,  1863 197,278 

Rive,  Master.     Mentioned 660 

Boanoke,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 123,301 

Boath,  Warrington  D. 
Appointed  to  command 

Antona,  U.  S.  8 426 

Bohio,  U.  8.  brig 422 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell 607 

Mentioned 606,702,763 

Bobb,  Henry.     Mentioned 276, 286, 288 

Bobbins,  James.     Mentione<l ^ 
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Roberts,  Granville.     Mentioned 20 

Bobinson,  Jim.     Mentioned 711 

Bobinson,  John.     Mentioned 123 

BobinBon,  Sallie.     See  SaUie  Robinson^  U.  S.  Army  tranqwrt, 

Bobinson,  William.     Mentioned 543, 554 

Bob  Boy,  British  schooner.     Mentioned 843, 844 

Bodgrate, .    Mentioned 458 

Bodgers,  John  (Seaman).     Mentioned 780 

Boe,  David  A.     Mentioned 427,729 

Boe,  Francis  A.     Mentioned 61 

Boebuck,  Confederate  steamer.     Mentioned 555,845 

Boebuck,  Schooner.    Mentioned .       727 

Bogere,  JamesH.     Mentioned 648,713 

Bogers,  William  F.     Mentioned 811,813,816,822 

Bogers,  William  M.     Mentioned 848 

Bolando,  Henry. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 40^-501,607,673,700 

Haggart,  Thomas  C 571 

Hood,  A.  W.  A 572,573 

Lamson,  C.  W 612 

Mentioned  ....  469, 507, 510, 564-567, 575, 578, 604, 622, 632, 638, 639, 672,  710, 725 
Reports  of. 

Charleston,  Steamer.    Landing  of  prisoners  captured  on,  at  Port  Royal, 

S.  C 389 

Manhasset,  U.  S.  coal  schooner.     Wreck  of,  near  Sabine  Faas 696 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex.     Blockade  of 600, 614, 626, 679, 692, 703,  713,  72;^ 

Seminole,  U.  S.  S.     Attitude  of,  toward  H.  B.  M.  S.  Buzzard 625 

Sir  William  Peel,  British  steamer.    Seizure  of,  September  11,  1863. .  .     568- 

672, 576, 579 

BoUea,  John.     Mentioned 543 

Bollins,  Henry  S.  P.     Mentioned 547,548 

Boaa,  Jo8^  I^nacio.     Mentioned 144 

Boaalie  (or  Boaa  Lee),  Schooner.     Mentioned 741 

Boaecrans,  William  S.     Mentioned 70,71,206,386,394 

Bowland,  John.     Mentione<l 280 

Bowan,  Stephen  C.     Correspondence  with  G.  V.  Fox 123, 300, 301 

Boyal  Tacht,  Confederate  schooner.    Capture  of,  April  15, 1862 142, 143 

Bugeley ,  E.  S.     Mentioned 749 

Bucker,  W.  W.     Correspondence  with  I.  N.  Brown 826 

Buiz,  Don  Manuel.     See  Tamaulipas^  Governor  of. 

Buss,  John  S.     Mentioned 481 

Bussell,  lx)rd.     Mentioned 201 

Busaell,  Master.     Mentioned 664 

Bussell,  John  H.     Mentioned 278,282,436 

Bust,  Albert.     Mentioned 807 

Butherford,  William  H.     Mentioned 105 

Buthven,  A.  S.     See  ^1.  S.  Ruthren^  Confederate  nteamer, 

Byan,  Thomas.     Mentioned 543, 554 

Byder,  Mr.     Mentioned 325 

Sabine  Pass,  Texas. 

Battle  of,  and  capture  of  U.  S.  steamers  Clifton  and  Sachem.     See  Sabine 
Pass,  Tex.     Jaint  expedition  to,  September  TS,  186S, 
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Sabine  Pass,  Texas — Continaed.  Paf^e. 

Blockade  of. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Cayuga 606 

Orders  and  instructions 

Bell,  H.  H 98,290,293,373,374,666,709 

Gillis,  JohnP , 626 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M 153,513 

Reports  of 

Bell,  H.  H 407,604 

GUlie,  JohnP 593 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M 565 

Read,  A 12g-l30 

Rolando,  H 600,614,626,679,692,703,713,723 

Walker,  W.  M 373 

See  also  Calcatdeti,  Ixi.;  Mermentau  River. 
Boat  expedition  to,  April  18,  1863. 

Casualties 149,152 

Communication  from  J.  R.  M.  Mullany 150 

Reports  of 

Griffin,  W.  H 150-153 

Kendall,  Lucian  H 149 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M 147 

Reatl,  A 147-150 

Scurry,  W.  R 150,151 

Captures  made  in  vicinity  of 114-120, 371, 373, 390, 406, 612, 614, 615 

Defense  of.     Order  of  J.  B.  Magruder 129 

Driving  ashore  of  U.  S.  schooner  Manhasset  near,  and  capture  by  Confed- 
erates, September  19,  1863. 

Communication  from  Leon  Smith 841 

Report  of  Henry  Rolando 626 

Joint  expedition  to,  and  capture  of  U.  S.  steamers  Clifton  and  Sachem, 
September  7-8,  1863. 

Casualties 535,536,541-548,554 

Communications  from 

Bell,  H.  H : 520,541,566,590 

Gillis,  JohnP 525 

Magnider,  J.  B 560 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 538 

Thatcher,  H.  K 552 

Court  of  enquiry 538,539,554 

Map 530 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  II 492,493,506,514,516,517,519,520,525 

GilliH,  JohnP 519 

Magruder,  J.  B 555 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 738 

ProiX)8e<l  comniL«sioning  as  Confeilerate  cniiHcrs,  the  captured  steam- 
ers, Clifton  and  Sachem 840 

Reports  of 

Banks,  N.  P 532-535 

Bell,  H.  H 515,519,521,526,5^5,539,551 

Crocker,  Frederick 539,542-549 

Dana,  W.  H 522,535-537 

Dowling,  R.  W 559 

Farragut,  D.  G ^^A. 
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Sabine  Pass,  Texas — Continaed.  puge. 

Joint  expedition  to,  and  capture  of  U.  S.  steamers  Clifton  and  Sachem, 
September  7-8,  1863. 
Reports  of 

Franklin,  W.  B 527,532 

Gillis,  JohnP 517,518,503 

-  Johnson,  Amos .- 543,552-^'>4 

Lamson,  C.  W 523 

Madigan,  John 524,539 

Magruder,  J.  B 560-562 

Nestell,  D.  D.  T 549 

Odium,  F.  H 557,558 

Smith,  Leon 555-557 

Tibbits,  H 523,548 

Weitzel,  G -• 531 

Statement  of  James  G.  Taylor ..      551 

Movement  of  Confederate  vessels  at.     Report  of  A.  Buchel •- .       842 

Sachem,  U.  S.  S. 

Capture  of.     See  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.     Joint  expedition  tOf  September  7-^,  186S, 
Mentioned. -  73, 75, 106, 131, 135-137, 173, 179, 188, 196, 208, 251, 254, 255, 262, 282, 
367, 379, 391, 506, 514, 615, 617-544, 546-549, 651-554, 556,  QI58-.560, 666, 
581, 588,  590, 594, 604, 614, 632, 725, 767, 768, 772, 784-786, 803,  842,  847 

Operations  in  vicinity  of  Berwick  Bay,  La 380,381 

Orders  for  movements 68,108,207,376,377,428,492 

Sag^,  Clinton  H. 

Mentioned 224,232,233,238 

Report  of  siege  of  Port  Hudson,  La 235 

St.  Andrew's  Bay,  Fla.    Destruction  of  salt  works  in,  December  14  and  18, 

1863. 
Communications  from 

Bell,  H.  H 722 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 722 

Reports  of 

Bell,  H.  H 721 

Crissey,  Edwin 720 

Farragut,  D.  G 723 

Gibson,  A 720 

St.  Charles,  U.  8.  Army  transport.     Mentioned.  120,518,623,527,530,531,636,768 

St.  Clair,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 667,678,688 

St.  Joseph's  Island,  Tex.    Capture  of  boat's  crew  from  U.  S.  bark  William  G. 

Anderson  at,  May  3,  1863. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  bark  William  G.  Anderson 168 

General  order  of  J.  B.  Magruder 169 

Reports  of 

Bell,  H.  H 167 

Hill,  Frederics 167 

Hobby,  E.  E 168 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M 166 

Saint  Mary's,  U.  S.  Army  transport.     Mentioned 256, 

311, 336, 350, 352, 354, 397, 681, 782, 783,  787, 793 

St.  Maurice,  U.  S.  Army  transport.    Mentioned 768,784,793 

Sallie  Bobinson,  U.  S.  Anny  transport.     Mentioned 329, 

332, 349-351, 355, 356, 358, 359,  775, 781, 785, 790,  791,  793,  797 

Sally  Ann,  Schooner.     Mentioned 480 

Sam  Houston,  U.  S.  schooner.    Mention,  i 198, 202, 205, 282, 373, 480, 603 
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Sampson,  Albert  P.     Mentioned 487 

Samuel  Lindsey,  Coal  brig.     Mentioned 686, 701 

Sanchez,  Juan.     Mentioned 856 

Sanders,  Morton  W.     Mentioned 759 

Sanford,  Mary.     See  Mary  Sanford,  U.  S.  S. 

Sangster,  W.  H.     Mentioned 847 

San  Jacinto,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 464 

San  XjuIb  Pass,  Texas.     Captures  made  off 388 

Santiagro,  Confederate  schooner.    Orders  for  movementB 840 

Sarah,  Blockade  runner.     Mentioned 594, 595 

Sarah  Bladen,  Schooner.     Burning  of,  December  11,  1863 856 

Sarah  Bruen,  U.  S.  schooner.     Mentioned 248, 282 

Sarah  Jane,  Schooner.    Mentioned 480 

Sarg«ant, .     Mentioned 137 

Sargent,  Oharles  S.    Mentioned 75 

Sarg«nt,  D.     See  D.  Sargent^  Sloop. 
Sartori,  Lewis  C. 

Appointed  to  command 

Monongahela,  U.  S.  S 429 

Portamouth,  U.  S.  ship 609 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell ., 460 

Mentioned 136,282,302,426,430,440 

Relieved  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela  and  appointed  to  com- 
mand U.  S.  8.  Oneida 565,566 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Sea  Lion,  May  9,  1863 176 

Saunders,  Steamer.     Mentioned  t 778 

Saunders  &  Son.     Mentioned 611 

Savage,  Thomas.     See  Havana,  Cuba,  U.  S.  consular  officers  at, 

Savery,  Steamer.    Mentioned 103 

Saxan,  Theodore.     Mentioned 468 

Sayers,  Joseph  D.     Mentioned 821 

Schirmer,  Louis  A.     Mentioned 266,271 

Schley,  Winfield  S.     Correspondence  with 

Smith,  Melancton 101 

Terry,  E 226,235 

Schlickum,  Julius.     Mentioned .- 611 

Schrien,  Qeorge.     Mentioned 442 

Science,  British  bark.     Seizure  of 648,658-664,692,693 

Sciota,  U.  S.  S. 

Cruise  from  Galveston  to  Tampico,  Mexico,  and  return,  June  26  to  July 

11,  1863 382-385 

Mentioned 93,120,165,179,205,274,282, 

284, 321, 372, 389, 397, 407, 469, 475, 510, 671, 708, 710, 754-756, 760, 761 
Operations. 

In  Matagorda  Bay,  Tex. ,  December  29-31,  1863 741-750 

Off  Galveston,  Tex 139 

Orders  for  movements 290,293,317,318,701 

Perkins,  George  H.,  appointed  to  command 430 

Raising  of,  and  condition 485 

Sinking  of,  by  U.  S.  S.  Antona,  July  14,  1863 388,391,396 

Scott,  Mr.     Mentioned 391 

Scott,  Francis  F.     Mentioned ^ 355 

Scott,  Thomas  A.     See  Thomas  A.  Scott,  Steamer. 

Bcovel^  Louis  L.     Mentioned 486 
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Scurry,  William  B.  Page. 

Correepondence  with  J.  N.  Barney 808, 817 

Beport  of  boat  expedition  to  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  April  18, 1863 150, 151 

Sea  Drift,*  British  schooner.    Capture  of,  June  22, 1863 316, 317, 760 

Sea  Foam,  U.  S.  mortar  schooner.    Mentioned 282 

Sea  Lion,  Schooner.     Capture  of.  May  9,  1863 175, 176,198,278 

Seal,  Charlotte,  Mrs.     Mentioned 665 

Seaman,  Rachel.     See  Rachel  Seamariy  U,  S.  schooner. 

Sea  Queen,  British  steamer.     Mentioned . . .  374, 413, 414, 467, 500, 511, 513, 827, 836 

Sears,  Thomas  B.     Mentioned 1 660 

Seawall,  William  B.     Mentioned 285 

Sebago,  U.  S.  S.     Orders  for  movements 664 

Secretary  of  Navy,  C.  S.     Mentioned 858 

For  correspondence,  see  Nary  DepartmerUj  C.  S. 

Secretary  of  Navy,  U.  S.     Mentioned 28, 35, 187, 490, 629, 630 

For  correspondence,  see  Navy  Department^  V.  S. 

Secretary  of  State,  U.  S.     Mentioned 204,291,469,580,581 

For  correspondence,  see  Stale  Department^  U,  S. 

Secretary  of  Treasury,  U.  S.     Mentioned 155 

For  correspondence,  see  Treasury  Department^  V.  S, 

Secretary  of  War,  U.  S.     Mentioned 52, 53 

For  correspondence,  see  War  Department,  U.  S, 
Seddon,  James  A.     See  War  Department,  C,  S.;  also  Secretary  of  War^  C.  S. 

Selma,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 480,590,705 

Selma,  Ala. ,  Naval  Gun  Foundry  and  Ordnance  Works,  Commandant 

of.      See  Jones,  Cateshy  ap  R. 
Seminole,  IT.  S.  S. 

Attitude  of,  toward  H.  B.  M.  S.  Buzzard,  off  the  Rio  Grande,  September 

15,1863 607,625 

Captures  made  by 526,  567-581 

Condition  of 703 

McNair,  F.  V. ,  relieve*!  of  command  of 431 

Mentioned 390,469,474,475,506,507, 

510, 518, 520, 536, 588, 592^94,  604, 613, 627, 632, 672,  709,  713,  723,  725 

Movements  of 389 

Operations  off  Sabine  Pass,  Tex 600, 614, 626, 679,  692,  70:^ 

Orders  for  movements 49^-501,564,565,673 

Semmes,  Oliver  J. 

Correspondence  with  T.  A.  Faries 850 

Mentioned  64,66,361,380,823-825 

Semmes,  Raphael.     Mentioned 394, 625 

Seward,  Frederick  W.     Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S 116 

Seward,  William.     Mentioned 778 

Seward,  William  H.     See  Secreteiry  of  State,  F.  S.;  also  State  Dejmrtment,  U.  S. 

Sexton,  Augustus  W.     Correspondence  with  T.  E.  G.  Ransom 681 

Seybum,  Isaac  D. 

Corresimndence  witli 

Bell,  H.  II 507,732 

Navy  Department,  V.  S 434 

Mentioned 506,510,596,741 

Report  of  capture  of  schooner  Reserve,  October  25,  1863 641 

Shankland,  William  F. 

Correspondence  with  James  8.  Knight 163 

Report  of  destruction  of  U.  S.  ship  Preble,  April  27,  1863 162 


*  Alias  Defiance. 
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I'ekge. 

Shannon,  Denman  W.     Mentioneil 358,:^61,362 

Shaw,  John  A.     Mentioned 124 

Shaw,  Luke.    Mentioned 707 

Shaw,  W.  Nelson. 

Correspondence  with  W.  \V.  Hunter 810 

Mentioned 812 

Shea,  William.     Mentioneil 778 

Sheldon,  Steamer.     Mentione<l 138 

Shepard,  Edwin  M. 

Mentioned 234,248,778,782 

Testimonials  to,  for  efficient  t*ervioe  at  naval  battery,  siege  of  Port  Hudson. 256-269 

Shepherd  (or  Shepard) ,  John  A.     Mentioned ^^8 

Shepley,  George  F.     See  Lonmiuta^  MiHUinj  yorernor  of. 

Sheppard,  Captain.     Mentioned 854 

Sherman,  Thomas  W. 
Correspondence  with 

Clark,  Thomas  S 125 

Morris,  H.  W 96, 141, 1«0, 163 

Spear,  A.  T 130 

Weitzel,  Godfrey ^ 96,531 

Mentioned 123,131,209,215,221,316 

Report  of  operations  in  Poncliatoula  River 103 

Sherman,  William  Tecumseh.     Mentioned : 9, 386, 392-:i94, 400, 4i9, 420 

Sherwood,  William  B.     Mentioned 693 

Ship  Island,  Miss. 

Correspondence  regarding  exfje^'te*!  attack  upon. 
Communications  from 

Banks,  N.  P 434 

Bell,  H.  H 434,470 

Farragut,  D.  G 490 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Bell,  H.  H 4:^5,437,438,564 

Gillis,  JohnP 438 

Reports  of 

Bell,  H.  H : 435,469 

Gillis,  JohnP 436 

Operations  at. 

Communications  from  H.  H.  Bell 180 

Reports  of 

Adams,  H.  A.,  jr 370 

Bell,  H.  H 158 

Repair  of  vessels  at 202 

Ship  Island,  Miss. ,  Commanding  officer  at.     (>)rre)4pondence  with  J.  P. 

Gillis 4:W 

Shock,  William  H. 

Mentioned :^68, 425, 427, 574 

Reports  of. 

Engineer  department .     Deficiency  of  supplies 717 

Sir  William  Peel,  Britij^h  steamer.     Condition  of 578 

Shubrick,  William  B.     Mentioned 144 

Shuster,  Mr.     Mentioned 753 

Sibley,  Henry  Hastingrs.     Mentioned 42, 65, 152, 380, 821 ,  823, 824 

Sickles,  Mr.     Mentioned 429 

N  W  R— VOL  20 60 
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Page- 
Signal  (No.  8),  U.  S.  S.     Mentionwl 849,850 

Silva,  Frank.     Mentioned 442 

Simmesport,  La.     Affairs  at. 
Communications  from 

Farragut,  D.  G 232 

Stone,  Charles  P 232 

Report  of  H.  Walke 220 

SimmB,  Charles  Carroll. 

Correspondence  with  Catesby  ap  R.  Joiu* 839 

Mentioned 856-8r5S 

Simonton,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with  Gadi  Herren 135 

Mentioned 811 

Sir  William  Peel,  British  steamer. 

Mentioned 370,374,413,414,417,  431,  4;«,  456, 

457, 459, 460, 465-467, 475, 500, 503, 511, 513, 592, 59?,  604,  619, 620,  763 

Seizure  of,  September  11,  1863 526,567-581,607,6^ 

Skinner,  H.  F.  (or  H.  B. ).     Mentiouo<l 61 

Skinner,  Henry.     Mentioned 598 

Slamm,  Charles  W.     Mentioned 783 

Slave  trade.     Communications  from  Navy  I)ei)artmc>nt,  U.  S.,  concerning 169 

Slaves.     See  Fagiiive  slaves;  also  Contrabands. 

Smith,  Master.    Mentioned  . .  1 182 

Smith,  Clay.     Mentioned 651,552 

Smith,  E.  Kirby. 

Correspondence  with 

Magruder,  J.  B 560,561,650,an-833,840 

Taylor,  R 822 

Mentioned 61,70,72-75.224,227,232,237,238,304 

Reports  of. 

Berwick  Bay,  La.     Operations  in  vicinity  of 817 

Matamoras,  Mexico.     Proposed  purchase  of  war  vessel  at 832 

Smith,  Elisha  B.     Mentioned 316 

Smith,  Frank.     Mentioned 28:^ 

Smith,  J.  F.     Mentioneil 1 714 

Smith,  J.  W. 

Mentioned 462,465,511,674,676 

Reports  of. 

Artist,  British  schooner.     Capture  of,  August  15,  186i^ 461 

Carniita,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  August  14,  1863 461 

Florrie,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  OctolKjr  2,  1863 608 

Mary  Campbell,  Schooner.     Recapture  of,  November  14,  1863 675 

Smith,  James.     Mentioned 495 

Smith,  Leon. 

Appointed  to  command  C.  S.  Naval  force  at  (lalveston,  Tex 855 

Corre8ponden(!e  with 

Buchel,  Augustus 841 

Magruder,  J.  B 852 

Turner,  E.  P 852 

Mentioned 536,550,560,561,829,831 

Reports  of. 

Marine  Department  of  Texas.     Condition  and  operations 835, 

837,841,845,853 
Sabine  Pass,  Tex.    Joint  expe<lition  to,  »Septeml>er  7-8, 1863......  555-557 
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Pajre. 
Smith,  Marshal  J.     See  Marshal  J.  Smithy  Confederate  schooner. 

Smith,  Marshal  J.     Corresipondeuce  with  Paul  F.  De  Gournay 266, 269 

Smith,  Melancton. 

Correspondeuce  with 

Dana,  W.  H 101 

Farragut,  D.  G 236 

Macomb,  William  H . .     1 101 

Schley,  Winfield  S 101 

Mentioned.. 44,46,49,58,63,106,255,282,308,787 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Monongahela 104 

Sxnith,  Melancton,  Mrs.     Mentioned 63 

Smith,  Niles  H.     Mentioned 555, 556, 558, 559 

Smith,  Randell.     Mentioned 543, 554 

Smith,  Samuel.     Mentioned 524, 543 

Smith,  T.  KUby.     Mentioned 260,774 

Smith,  Warren  D. 

Correnpondence  with  commanding  officer  at  Donaldson ville 323 

Mentioned 273 

Smith,  William  ( Commodore,  U.  S.  N. ) .     Mentioned 105, 

132, 166, 372, 437, 504, 582, 642 
For  correspondence  see  Nai^y  lard,  PewtacolUy  Fla,,  Commandaut  of. 

Smith,  William  ( Lieutenant,  C.  S.  A. ).     Mentioned 821 

Smith,  William  Sooy. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Dejwtrtment,  U.  S 162 

Mentione<l 141 

Smoker,  British  steamer.     Mentioneil 595 

Snyder,  .     Mentioned 85,89 

Solar,  Joseph  O.     See  Rio  (jrande.  Captain  of  port.  Mouth  of. 

Soler,  Blockade  runner.     Mentioned 182 

Sol  Wilder,  Bark.     Mentioned 486, 487 

Sorley,  James.     Mentione<l 812 

Southern  Merchant,  Steamer.     Mentioned 592 

Southern  Star,  Steamer.     Mentioned 195 

Southerner,  Steamer.    Mentioned 235 

Spaight,  Ashley  W.     Mentioned 129,556 

Spanish  Minister  to  the  United  States.     Mentioned 450, 689, 690 

Spear,  Alden  T. 

Mentioneil 124,282 

Report  of  operations  in  l^ke  Pontchartrain,  La 130 

Special  orders. 

Confe<lerate 129,829,831,855 

Union 274,669,677 

Spencer,  George.     Mentioned 303 

Spencer,  J.  M.     Correspondence  with  J.  C.  Denis 599 

Spencer,  Thomas  S.     Mentioned 480 

Spilker,  Herman.     Mentioned 54.'5 

Sportsman,  Ordnance  ship.     Mentioned 405 

Sprague,  William  H.     Mentionetl 596 

Staflford,  Peter.     Mentioned 285-288.  758 

Stancel,  Jesse.     Mentioned 753 

Stanclift,  John  H.     Mentioned^ :. 357 

Stanton,  Edwin  M.     See  Secretary  of  War,  U.  S,;  also  War  Dejxtrtment,  V.  S. 

Star,  S<!hooner.     Capture  of,  May  30,  1863 279, 280, 283, 285-288,  758 

Star,  Lone.     See  Lone  Star,  Confederate  steamer. 
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star,  Morning'.     See  Morning  Star,  U.  S.  mail  steamei^  Pape. 

Star,  Southern.     See  Southern  Strir,  Steamer. 

Starlight,  Confederate  steamer.     Mentioned 775,  776, 790 

Starlight,  Steamer.     Mentioned 211, 783 

Starrett,  Adrian  C.  ' 

Mentioned 427 

Report  of  quantity  and  condition  of  ordnance  at  New  <  )rleAn.« 628 

State  Department,  C.  S.     Correspondeni^e  with 

Buchanan,  Franklin 829 

War  Department,  C.  S 848 

State  Depcu:tnient,  U.  S.     Correnpondence  with 

British  charg<^  d'affaires  to  the  U.  S 504 

British  minister  to  the  United  States : 116 

Great  Britain,  U.  8.  minister  to 201 

liOndon,  U.  S.  consul  at 190, 619 

Matamoras,  Mexico,  U.  S.  consul  at 374,  .512 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 116, 119, 172, 201,  291, 292, 416, 503, 512,  <J19,  631, 689 

War  Department,  U.  S :i03 

Steams,  Albert.     Report  of  attack  on  Plaquemine,  La.,  June  18,  1863 :W6 

Steedman,  Isaiah  O.  W.     Mentioned 267 

Steele,  Frederick.     Mentioned 15 

Steers,  Qeorg«.     Mentioned ;{00 

Stell,  Colonel.     See  Colonel  Stella  Confederate  Meamtr. 

Stephenson,  Qeorge  B.     Mentioned 576-578 

Stepheny,  Barge.     Burning  of,  December  10,  1863 8.V> 

Stemhoff,  Henry.     Mentioned sl.> 

Sterrett,  John  H.     Report  of  condition  of  transport  vessels  in  Marine  Depart- 
ment of  Texas 845 

Stevens,  Confederate  gunboat.     Mentioned 824 

Stevenson,  Carter  L. 

CorreHix)ndenc*e  with  J.  C.  Pemberton 88, 89,  814,  815 

ReiM»rt«»  of. 

Vickt«burg,  Miss. 

Operations  against  an<l  al)oiit 85,  86 

Passage  of,  by  U.  S.  rams  l^ncaster  and  Switzerland,  and  inking 

of  ram  Lanca-^ter,  Mar<*li  25,  1863 S06 

Stevenson,  John  H.     Mentione<l 356, 445,  4.5;^.  .51 1 

Stewart,  ( 'aptain.     Mentione<l :VvS 

Stewart,  Ellen  P.     See  KUen  P.  Steunrt,  S<-hoonn'. 

Stewart,  James.     Mentioned .543 

Stewart,  John  (landsman).     Mentioned! 167,  168 

Stewart,  John  (Seaman).     ^lentioned .543 

Stickney,  Albert.     MentioniHl :J07,  'M^i 

Stillwell,  James. 

^rentione<l 2S2 

Relieved  of  command  of  T.  S.  S.  Pin<»la 6*10 

Stone,  B.  Warren.     Mentioned 2:«,  237,  :«1 

Stone,  Charles  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H <539,  641 .  66S 

Dimham,  R.  T 621 

Emmons,  (ieorye  F 410 

Farragiit,  D.  (t 232 

Jenkins,  Tliomton  \ 378, 409,  4 10 

Townsend,  R< >bert ti8#i 
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stone,  Charles  P.— Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned 326,476,621,667,673,687 

Report  of  operations  in  vicinity  of  Berwick  Bay,  La 732 

Stone,  John.    Mentioned 280 

Stouder,  H.     Report  of  capture  of  Bra«ihear  City,  La 312 

Stowell,  Ix)rd.     Cited.     Mentioneii 398 

Strapp,  D,  M.     Mentioned 811 

Stribling,  Cornelius  K.     Mentioned 412, 502 

For  correspondence  «ee  Navy  yard^  Philadelphiay  Commandant  of. 
Strong,  James  H. 

Appointed  to  command  V.  S.  S.  Monongahela 566 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 644 

Dana,  N.  J.  T 648 

Rio  Grande,  Captain  of  the  port.  Mouth  of 662-664 

Mentioned 470,566,590,610,635,641,643,645, 

647, 670, 672, 679, 681, 682, 688, 693, 699-702, 731, 736,  741, 744, 745, 748 
Reports  of. 

Aransas  Pass,  Tex.    Occupation  of,  November  1 7,  1863 679 

Matagorda  Bay,  Tex.    Joint  operations  in,  December  29  to  31, 1863.  741-743 

Pass  Cavallo,  Tex.    Joint  operations  at 694, 698, 702, 736 

Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico. 

Affairs  in  vicinity  of 668,694,741 

Joint  expedition  to,  October  27  to  November  3,  1863 645, 646, 667 

Vessels  seized  at  mouth  of,  November  4  and  5,  1863 661, 663 

Styx,  H.  B.  M.  S.     Mentionefl 293,758,759 

Suffolk,  r.  S.  Army  transport     Mentioned 527, 530, 552, 716, 71 7, 802 

SiUakowski,  Valery.     Correspondence  with 

Barney,  J.  N 805,816 

Carrington,  W.  T 555 

Sullivan,  John.     Mentioned 446, 452, 554 

Sullivan,  Patrick.     Mentioned! 778,  780 

Sullivan,  Thomas.     Mentioned 543 

Sumner,  Oteorge  W. 

Correspondence  with  11.  11.  Bell 729 

Mentioned 730 

Snmter,*C.  S.  8.     Mentioned 370,402,500 

Sunflower,  Confe^leiate  steamer.     Mentioned 845 

Supply,  U.  S.  storeship. 

Mentioned 202 

Movements  of 272 

Supply  vessels,  TJ.  S.     Orders  for  movements 564, 695, 709 

Surget,  Eustace.     Corre8iX)ndence  with  J.  Kelso 90, 91 

Surprise,  Blockade  runner.     Mentioned •. 458 

Susquehanna,  U.  S.  8. 

Captures  made  by 144, 145 

Mentioneil * 58,100,105,132,141 

Sutter,  William.     Mentioned 543, 554 

Swain,  Edward  A. 

Appointed  to  command  C.  8.  S.  Gunnison 848 

Corresp<:)ndence  with  John  W.  Bennett 849 

Swaney,  John.     Mentioned 687 


*  Afterwards  kuown  «s  Gibraltar. 
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Swann,  Robert  P.  P^e 

Mentioned 67,76,2^,246.766 

Testimonials  to,  for  efficient  service  at  naval  liattery,  nege  of  Port  Hud- 
son     256-259 

Swartwout,  Samuel.     Mentioned 1.^ 

Sweeny,  Charles.     Mentioned 4, 763 

Swift,  John.     Mentioned .>43 

Swift,  John  L.     Mentioned 776 

SwinnertOD,  Samuel  A.     Mentioned 177 

Switzerland,  I'.  8.  ram. 

Kllet,  John  A.,  appointed  to  command 31 

Engagement  near  Simlnesport,  La.,  Jane  3,  1863 220 

Mentioned 11,13,15-27, 

29,  70, 72, 73.  75,  77, 78, 178, 179, 187, 202-204, 241, 254,  255,  366,  764-7«7 

Operations  in  Mississippi  and  Red  riverp,  March  28  to  May  17,  1863 41-43 

Orders  for  movements 30-32, 34,  .S8, 68, 69 

Passage  of  Vicksburg  batteries,  March  25,  1863 16-26, 

29, 30,  a5, 40, 46, 49-53,  86, 806 

Sybil,  English  schooner.    Mentioned 414 

Sykea,  Steamer.     Mentioned 2:«, 239, 241,. 306, 309 

Syrena,  Schooner.    Capture  of,  October  21,  1863 6a5,(>36 

Talbot,  W.  H.     Report  of  capture  of  Brashear  City,  La 312 

Tamaulipas,  Mexico,  Governor  of.    Correspondenc*e  with 

Bell,  H.  H 415,574,575 

Matainoras,  U.  8.  consul  at 457, 460 

Milmo  <feCo 575 

Woolsey,  M.  B 444,473 

Tampico,  British  schooner.    Capture  of,  April  3,  1863 1 14-120,  129, 133 

Tampico,  Mexico.     Affairs  at. 

Comnmnications  from  U.  8.  consul  at  Tampic^),  Mexic'o :i84,  441,  594 

Orders  and  instructions. 

B<-11,  n.  H 318,507 

Farragut,  D.  G .3<W 

Rep<:)rtH  of 

*      Bell,  H.  H 32L:«2 

Henry,  E.  W :i83 

Tampico,  Mexico,  British  consul  at.     Mentioned  . . .' 115, 383, 595 

Tampico,  Mexico,  TJ.  S.  consul  at. 
CorrcHfKmdence  with 

H(»nrv,  E.  W .'W4 

Navy  Department,  1  • .  S 594 

New  ( )rlean8,  Collector  of  cuHtonin  at 441 

Mentioned 290,  ;{08, 318, 321 ,  mS,  423,  5()7, 510, 673,  761 

Tarver,  Edward  B.     Mentioned 649, 683, 684 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-Cieneral  see  Bee^  IL  P. 
Tassara,  Gabriel  Garcia  y.     See  Spaviifh  mhuMrr  to  the  United  States. 
Tatham,  Edward.     Correspondence  with  British  consul  at  Matanioni>*,  Mex- 
ico        478 

Taylor,  George  ( Acting  master).     Mcntioncil 1 42, 168,  421 ,  431 

Taylor,  George  ( Fireman).     Mentioned 352,  353 

Taylor,  James  G. 

Mi^ntiom^ 128,147-149,152,516,517 

Statement  reganlingexiKnlitiontoSahine  PasH,  Tex.,  Septemlx»r 7-8, 1863.551,  552 
Taylor,  John.     Mentione<l 543 
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Taylor,  Bichard.  P««e. 

Mentioned 42,58,59, 

68, 70, 71, 73,  75, 78, 84, 139, 152, 254, 265, 310, 329, 336, 562, 817, 818, 820 
Reports  of. 

Berwick  Bay,  La.     Operations  in  vicinity  of 822 

Diana,  U.  S.  S.    Capture  of,  March  28,  1863 113 

Fort  De  Rossy,  La.     Engagement  at.  May  4,  1863 93 

Teaff, .     Mentioned 136 

Teciunaelif  U.  8.  S.     Mentioned 751 

Temple,  Philip  O.     Mentioned 95, 753 

Tennessee,  C.  S.  ironclad. 

Fitting  out  of 856-859 

Mentioned 590,706,737,751 

Tennessee,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by 632 

Hill,  F.  8. ,  appointed  to  command 637 

Mentione<i 132,184,199-201,205,282,284,315, 

375,  376,  378,  379,  386,  :«7,  :i90-393, 395-397, 399, 401, 404, 406, 422-433, 
471,  497,  5a5,  506,  510,  512,  534,  592, 593, 597, 671,  775, 780,  781,  801-804 
Operations  in  Mississippi  River. 

At  Port  Hud.«K>n,  La 2:19,250,252,253,255,256 

Defense  of  Donaldsonvillo,  I-a : 333, 

:^^6-3.38, 340, 341, 343, 344, 346, 349-352, 359-361 

Operations  off  (^oaet  of  Texas 622, 623 

Orders  for  movements 200,302,501,502,606,607 

Temporary  flagship  West  G\i\i  Blockading;  8<]nadron 395 

Wiggin,  George,  ordered  to  relieve  K.  W.  Henry  of  command 4:^,  508 

Tenney,  Joseph  F.     Mentioned 61, 65 

Teresita,  Spanish  l>ark.     Capture  of 688-690 

Terry,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with  Winfield  8.  8chley 226,235 

Mentioned 218,221,234,246,776,786,796,798,799 

Report  of  operation  of  naval  battery  at  siege  of  Port  Hudson,  La 257 

Testimonials  to,  for  efticient  ser^•ice  at  naval  lottery,  siege  of  Port  Hud- 
son    256-259 

Terry,  William  F.     Mentioncnl 783 

Tezana,  Bark.     Destniction  of,  June  8,  186:^ 828 

Texas.     Blockade  of  coast  of. 
Communications  from 

Bell,  H.  H 469,686 

Farragut,  D.G .368 

Gillis,  John  P. 

Appointed  to  (?<  >muiand 422, 505-507 

Deferred  departure  for 4*56 

Mullany,  J.  R.  M. 

Appointetl  to  command 431 

Relieved  of  command 505-507 

Ol)8ervations  of  Pilot  Crone 623 

Oniers  and  instnictions. 

Bell,  H.  H 402, 501, 505-508, 5»>4, 565, 601, 606,607, 622, 677,  709,  733 

Farragut,  D.G 387 

Mullany,  J.  R.  5l 161 

Reports  of 

Bell,  H.  H 321,510,604,632,708 

Farragut,  D.G 691 


952  INDEX. 

Texas.     Blockade  of  coast  of — Continued.  P«ite. 

Reports  of 

Gilli8,JohnP 588,593,622,638,672,701,710.740 

See  also  Abstracts  of  logSy  diaries j  etc.,  ])p.  75.V76Ii;  Araimts  Pass,  Tex.;  Oal~ 
vestoUt  Tex,;  Lavaca^  Tex.;  Matagorda^  Tejr.;  Pass  CavaHo,  Tex.; 
Sabine  Pass,  Tex. 

Texas,  British  consul  for.     Mentioned 118 

Texas,  Marine  Department  of,  if.  8.     C'ondition  and  operations. 

List  of  gunboats 847 

List  of  transports 845 

Orders  and  instructions,  J.  B.  Magruder 831, 851 

Reports  of 

Mason,  CM 830 

Smith,  Leon 835,837,841,845,853 

Sterrett,  John  H 845 

Texas,  Provost-marshal-general  of.     Mentione<i 539 

Texas  Troops.     Mentioned.     (Confederate). 

Artillery,  Heavy— Regiments:  1st  {Cook's),  557-561,  830;  Battery  F  {IMvui 

Guards),  556,  558,  561,  562. 
Artillery,  Light — Batteries:   Daniel's,  849;   Gonzales',  365;  Haldeman's, 

380;  Valverde,  111,  821,  823,  834. 
Cavalry — Battalions:    13th,    110-112.     Companies:    Daly's,    556.      Regi- 
ments: Ist,  94,  750,  753,  754;  Ist  Partisan  Rangers  {Lane's), 
361;  2d  Partisan  Rangers*  {Stone's),  237,  358,  359,  361,  364;  2d, 
Mounted  Rifles  {Pyron's),  853;  3d,  Arizona  Brigade  (PhiUips*), 
239,  361,  363;  4th  (Hardeitian's),  358,  361;  5th  {Sfiannon's),  358, 
361,  362,  822;   7th  {HerheH's),  :i'>8,  361,  820;  33d  (Ihtff's),  281; 
a5th  {Broum's),  748,  750. 
Infantry — Battalions:  Griffins  2l8t.     Companies:  C,  151, 152;  D  {Cook's) , 
150-152,  555,  556,  558;  F  {Birkfey's),  555,  558;  Spaight's,  556, 
830.   Regiments:  8th  ( Company  D),  169;  20th  {Elmore's) 556, 558. 
Texas  Troops.     Mentioned.     (Union).     Cavalry — Regiments:  Ist,  95. 
Thatcher,  Henry  K. 

Assumes  command  of  Mobile  blockaiie 601 

Correspondence  with  . 

Bell,  11.  H 609,627,633,652,696,711,729 

Jenkins,  T.  A 711,739 

Johnyon,  Amos 552 

McC^ann,  W.  P 714 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 502,  552 

Mentioned 490,  526, 632,  6:^7, 655,  t)70,  674,  675,  691,  724,  733,  740 

Relieved  of  command  of  Mobile  blockade 752 

Reports  of. 

Albert,  or  Wenona,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  Novoml^er  29,  1863 704 

Grey  Jacket,  Steamer.     Capture  of,  Decern l>er  31 ,  1863 753 

Marshal  J.  Smith,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  Decemlx?r  9,  1863 713,715 

Mobile,  Ala.     Blockade  of 610, 623, 628, 634, 641,  712 

Thayer,  Mrs.     Mentionetl 841 

Thayer,  Charles  M.     Mentioned 692 

Theron,  M.  Benjamin.     See  Galn'Mou,  Tex..  Frehrh  nniftufar  agent  at. 

Thomas  A.  Scott,  Steamer.     Mentioned 646, 647, 685 

Thomas,  Lorenzo.     Mentioned 89 

Thomas,  N.  P.  8.     Mentioned 768 

Thomas,  N.  W.     See  X,  IT.  Thomas,  C.  S,  Army  transjwrt. 

*Meutioued  aUo  as  dixth  Texas  Cdvalr>'. 
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Page. 

Thomas,  S.  M.     Mentioned 270 

Thompson,  Master.     Mentioned 568, 569 

Thompson,  Charles.     Mentioned 194 

Thompson,  Frederick  H.     Mentioned 353 

Thompson,  John  (Seaman,  C.  8.  N. ).     Mentioned 598 

Thompson,  John  (Seaman,  U.  S.  N. ) .     Mentioned 543, 564 

Thompson,  William  G.     Mentioned 682 

Thornton,  Charles  C.  G.     Mentione<l 482 

Thorpe,  T.  B.     Mentioned 599 

Tibbits,  Howard. 

Correspondence  with  11.  H.  Bell 492,516,606,725 

Mentioned 515,521,525,544,552-554,702 

Report  of  joint  expedition  to  Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  September  7-8,  1863. . .  523, 548 

Ticonderoga,  U.  S.  S.     Mentione<l 123 

Time  and  Tide,  Steamer.     Mentioned 240,304,782,793,799 

Tiogra,  U.S.S.     Mentioned 600 

Titus,  James  H.     Mentioned 447, 448, 452 

Tod,  David.     Mentioned 127 

Todd, .     Mentioned 381 

Todd,  Alex.     Mentioned ^ 734 

Toomey ,  Dennis.     Mentioned 543 

Torpedo  boats 

At  Mobile,  Ala 705,848,849 

Letter  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S.,  regarding  attempt  to  blow  up  U.  S.  S. 

New  Ironsides  bv 634 

Orders  of  H.  H.  Bell  to  show  no  quarter  to  persons  employed  on 696, 697 

Torpedoes.     Location  of,  in  Mobile  Bay 828 

Townsend,  Robert. 
CorrespondencH?  with 

BelU  H.  H 491,567 

Emmons,  (ieorge  F 408 

Farragut,  D.  G 250,3:^8 

Foster,  A.  P 496 

Ramsay,  Frank  M 678 

Stone,  (Charles  P 686 

Mentioned 263,3:^7,344,493,780,783 

Reports  of. 

Berwick  Bay,  La.     Operations  in  vicinity  of 667 

Donaldson ville.  La.     Naval  oi)eration8  in  defense  ot 339 

Mississippi  River.     Operations  in 494-497, 502,  728 

Plaquemine,  La.     Operations  at 687 

Red  River.     Oi)erations  in 677 

Trading  permits.     Correspondence  concerning 368, 370, 406, 605, 64 1 ,  655 

Traners  (or  Travers),  Henry.     See  Hear tf  Traners  (or  7Varer«),  Vessel. 

Trenchard,  Stephen  D.     Mentioned 373 

Trinity  River,  Texas.    Operations  in.    See  Hunter,  W.  W.,  correspondence,  etc. 
Truxillo,  Josephine.     See  Josephine  TnixiUo,  Schooner. 

Tubal  Cain,  Steamer.     Mentioned 162 

Tucker,  F.  M.     Relieved  of  command  of  C.  S.*S.  Gunnison 848 

Tucker,  Richard.     Mentioned 542 

Turner, .     Mentioned 36 

Turner,  Edmund  P.     Mentioned . .  129, 169, 649, 683, 684, 829, 831, 842, 843, 852, 855 

Fur  correspondence  as  assistant  adjutant-general,  see  Magruder,  J.  B. 
Turner,  I.  8.     Mentione<l 737 
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Turner,  Bdchard.     Mentioned 543, 5W 

Tuscaloosa,  C.  S.  ram.     Mentioned 705 

Tuscuxubia,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned  A 3W,  442 

Twiligrht,  Schooner.    Mentioned 816 

291.     See  Barrataria,  l\  S.  S. 

296,  Confederate  ram.     Mentioned 588 

Tyson,  Herbert  B.     Mentioned 7^ 

mffers,  Herman  A.     Mentioned 185 

tnimann,  Daniel.     Mentioned 98, 102, 790 

Uncle  Ben,  C.  8.  S. 

Operations  in  Sabine  Pass,  Tex  553,  566, 557, 559 

Mentioned 128,830,642,845 

Union,  Schooner.     Mentioned 406, 657 

Union,  Steamer.     Mentioned 182,  707 

Union,  U.  S.  Army  tugboat.     Mentioned 648 

Union,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 171,700,782,790 

Union  Troops.     Miscellaneous — Corps  d'Afrique — Regiments:  Ist,  681;  4th,  717. 

Upton.    Cited 398 

Upton,  Daniel  P. 

Correspondence  with.  D.  G.  Farragut 428 

Mentioned 79, 80, 134, 135, 153, 238, 251, 2tH,  282, 295, 397,  400, 404 

Report  of  operations  in  Mississippi  River ;{ei6 

Vanderbilt,  U.  S.  S.    Search  for  C.  S.  steamers  Alabama  and  Florida 96, 97 

Vargun,  William.     Mentioned .M3 

Vamna,  U.  S.  S.     Communications  from  II.  H.  Bell  regarding  raising  of . .  613, 614 

Vaugrhn,  John  C.    Mentioned 815 

Velasco,  Tex. 

Captures  made  off 7.*i4 

Firing  upon  battery  at,  by  Fe<leral  gunboat,  December  29,  1863.    Report 

of  P.  N.  Luckett 859 

Operations  at.     Report  of  I--eon  Smith 837 

Venice,  Schooner.     Mentioned 675, 676 

Vermont  Troops.     Mentioned.     Infantry— Regiment.s:  7th,  642. 

Vernon,  John  A.     Mentioned 854 

Vetterline,  William.     Mentioned 163 

Vicars,  John.     Mentioned Ill 

Vicksburg,  Steamer.     Mentioned 36, 39, 47, 86, 735,  764,  765 

Vicksburg,  Miss. 
Defense  of. 

Order  of  J.  C.  Pemberton 814 

Reports  of  C.  L.  Stevenson 85.  86 

Operations  against. 

Communications  from 

Farragut,  D.  (I :^04 

Grant,  V.  8 8,9 

Reportof  D.  O.  Farragut 222 

See  also  Abstracts  bxjs,  pj).  763-804;  Port  Hudson,  Iak,  opfraiiojis  aJ^ove, 

March  15  to  May  6*,  1863;    Warrentoriy  Miss.;   Ynzoo  Rirer^  Miss, 

Passage  of,  by  U.  S.  rams  Lancaster  and  Switzerland,  and  sinking  of  ram 

I^noaster,  March  25,  186.3.     See  Lancaster,   U.   S.    ram;   also 

Siritzerhuul,  U.  S.  ram. 

Propose<i  operations  against. 

Communications  from  I).  CJ.  Farragut 189 

Reports  of  N.  P.  Banks 185,186 
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Vicksburg,  Miss. — Ck)iitinued.  Page. 

.Surrender  of,  July  4,  1863. 
Communications  from 

Farragut,  D.  G 253,386 

Palmer,  JamesS.. 253,255 

Porter,  D.  D\ 260 

Reportof  D.  G.  Farragut 340 

Victoria,  Sloop.     Destruction  of 285,287.758 

Vila, .     See  MalamoraSf  MericOy  Lieutennnt'Gm'ftrnor  of. 

Vincennes,  U.  S.  ship. 

Captures  made  by 399 

Mentioned 131,158,166,282,370,387,405, 

406, 41 1, 423, 435, 436, 4:«,  599, 603, 610, 635, 636, 658, 690, 697,  732,  734, 738 

Vincent,  Frank.     Mentioned 83 

Vincent,  WiUiam  G.     Mentioned 64,66 

Virginia,  Confederate  vessel.     Mentione<l 190 

Virginia,  U.  8.  S. 

Captures  made  by 611,658-664,692,693 

Expedition  to  the  Rio  Grande,  October  27  to  November  3,  1863 643-650 

Mentioned 469, 475, 510, 604, 639, 654, 669, 694, 698,  701, 702, 706, 710,  713 

Orders  lor  movements : 373,601,602 

Volante,  British  brig.     Seizure  of 648,658-664,692,693 

Vowinkle,  Charles.     Mentione<l 468 

Vulgart,  Adam.     Mentioned 778 

Wachusett,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 97 

Wade,  Henry  C.     Appointed!  to  command  U.  S.  S.  (.iertrude 670 

Wade,  Henry  F. ,  jr.     Correspondence  with  T.  A.  Farie^ 363, 381 

Wade,  Thomas  F. 

Correspondence  with  H.  II.  Bell 93, 95 

Mentioned 103,282,753,755 

Wade,  William.     Mentioned 87,90,806 

Wadesboro  Landing,  La.     See  Ponchatoula  River. 

Wagner,  Charles  G.     Mentioned 838 

Walke,  Henry. 

Correspondence  with 

Banks,  N.  P 174 

Kllet,  Alfred  W 13,16 

Farragut,  I).  G 10 

Palmer,  JamesS 208,217,249,365 

Mentioned 12,15,51-53,203,204,240,241,254 

Reports  of. 

I^ayette,  U.  S.  S.     Condition  of 238 

Mississippi  Marine  Brigade,  conflict  of  authority  regarding  services 

of  vessels  of 13 

Mississippi  River.     Operations  in 250 

Re<l  River. 

Blockade  of 228 

Operations  in 202 

Simmesport,  La.     Engagement  at,  June  3,  1863 220 

Vicksburg,  Miss.     Passage  of,  by  U.  S.  rams  Lancaster  and  Switzer- 
land, and  sinking  of  ram  I^ncaster,  March  25, 1863 18 

Walker,  Duncan  S.     Mentioned 341 

Walker,  George  W.     Mentioned 690 

Walker,  Tipton.     Mentione<l 812 


1 
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Walker,  William  M.  F««e 

Mentioned 398,597,5$)8 

RejMDrt  of  blockade  of  Sabine  Pafis,  Texas 373 

Wallach,  Cuthbert  P.     Mentioned 106 

Waller,  Edward.     Mentioned 110-112 

d  Walshe,  B.  T.     liei)ort  of  burning  of  vestiels  in  Bayons  Lacomb  and  Bon- 

fouea,  Ia 855,856 

j(  Walters,  Henry.     Mentioned 463 

Waples,  Rufus.     See  New  Orleans^  La.f  T.  S.  district  attorney  at. 
i!  War  Department,  C.  8.     Correspondence  with 

\  Navy  Department,  C  S 807 

V  State  Department,  C.  S Mi 

War  Department,  XT.  S.     Corre>«pondence  with 

j"  Banks,  N.  P 26:i 

Brown,  J.J T^. 

Ellet,  Alfred  W 29,50-5i 

i  Navy  Department,  U.  S .r  98,  102,  155,402 

State  Department,  T .  S 3(K 

Ward,  G.  T.     See  a.  T.  Ward,  Brig. 

Ward,  William  J.     Mentioned 293,  75J 

Ware,  James  A.     Mentioned 15!; 

Warley ,  Alexander  F.     Mentioned 143, 805 

Warrelman,  Walter.     Mentioned 593 

Warrenton,  Miss.     Operations  against. 
Communications  from 

Pallet,  A.  W 17 

Farragut,  D.  (1 7,12,16,25 

Grant,  U.  S 15,18,26 

Reports  of 

Farragut,  D.  (i 34 

(rabaudan,  K.  C 35 

Stevenson,  C.  L 1 806 

See  also  Abstracta  logtf,  pp.  763-804. 

Warrior,  Cofederate  steamer.     Capture  of,  August  16,  1863 463,  464, 494 

Warrior,  U.  S.  Army  .'^t earner.     Mentione<l 681,  682 

Washburn,  Cadwallader  C. 

Mentione<l 685,  72,'>,  733,  736,  742 

Keports  of. 

Matagorda  Hay,  Tex.     Joint  operations  in,  Decembi»r  29  to  31,  1863..       746 

Pass  Cavallo,  Tex.     Joint  operations  at 697 

Washburn,  Charles  P.     Mentioned 82 

Washburn,  Henry  D.     Mentioned 681 

Washingrton,  George.     See  (rcorge  Washington,  Staimrr. 

Washin^on,  Hamilton.     Mentiont^l 81 1, 812, 816, 822 

Watkins,  Oscar  M.     Mentioned 408,762.843 

Watson,  Mr.     Mentioned 843 

Watson,  John  Crittenden. 

Api>ointe<l  flag  lieutenant  West  Gulf  Blockading  S^juadron 406,610 

Mentioned 763,768,769,772,774 

Watters,  John. 

Corrt»si)ondence  with 

Bell,  n.  H 461 

Farragut,  I),  (i 302,324 

Mentioned 239,  252,  282,  312,  325,  329, 331, 339,  346-348,  360, 467 

Wave,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  August  22,  1863 475 
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Wave,  Dashing.     See  Dnahing  Ware,  British  hriij.  l*»ii?e. 

Wave  Queen,  British  steamer.     Mentionwi 728 

Waverill,  Charles.     Mentione<l :i53 

Weaver,  Aaron  W. 

Correspondence  with  H.  H.  Bell 461 

Mentioned 2.S9, 282, 305, 325,  ,146, 347, 356, 468 

Report  of  attack  on  Plaquemine,  I^.,  June  18, 1863 304 

Weaver,  Samuel.     Mentioned 22 

Webb, .     Mentioned ' ;^9 

Webb,*  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 9, 1 1, 12, 29, 44,  72, 108, 1*5, 139, 255, 294, 295,  786 

Webster,  James.     Mentioned 477, 725 

Weeks,  Benjamin  S.     Mentione<l 547, 548 

Webster,  Vessel.    Mentioned ;      457 

Weitzel,  Godfrey. 

CJorrespondence  with 

Farragut,  D.  G 217,218 

Sherman,  Thomas  W 96,531 

Mentioned 42, 43, 

108,  111,  121, 134, 188, 209, 211, 215, 216, 220, 232, 342, 356, 365, 409, 516, 

520, 521, 523-529, 532, 53:^,  538, 544-546, 551 ,  552,  787,  795,  797, 800, 801 
Reports  of. 

Diana,  U.  8.  S.     Capture  of,  March  28,  1863 109 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex.    Joint  exi)edition  to,  September  7-8,  1863 531 

Weld,  William  W.     Mentioned 548 

Welles,  Gideon.     See  Secretary  of  the  Aan/,  T.  *S'.;  al>«o  Navy  Department,  V.  S. 

Wells,  Charles  J.  8.     Mentione<l 279 

Wells,  Lyman. 

Correspondence  with  J.  R.  M.  Mullaii y 462 

Mentioned , .1 28:^,413,454,761,763 

Report  of  capture  of  S(!liooner  Betsey,  Auj?ust  6,  1 863 455 

Welsh,  William.     Mentioned 542 

Wenona,  Schooner.     Mentioned 704,  712 

West,  Alexander  F.     Mentioned 658 

Westfleld,  U.  8.  S.     Mentioned 138,762 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Bell,  H.  H. 

Appointed  to  temporary  command  of 422-427, 433, 441 

Relieves  D.  G.  Farragut  of  command 433 

Captures  ma<le  by 99, 114-120, 128, 142, 144, 158-160, 161, 171, 175- 

177, 192-194, 197-199, 276-281, 285, 295-297, 3a3, 316, 366, 384, 388-390, 

397, 399, 406, 412, 441, 445-455, 461, 46:^,  464, 475, 477-480, 482, 486-489, 

526, 567-581, 584-586, 608, 611, 612, 614, 615,  a32, 635, 641, 648,650,658- 

664, 674-676, 688-690, 692, 696, 698,  704,  707, 713-715, 734, 752,  753,  828 

Condition  and  nee<ls  of 100,165,170,179,202, 

272,  284, 319, 320, 399, 428, 456, 465, 467, 510, 612, 699, 706, 711, 717, 723 

See  also  New  Orleaw*,  La.     Affairs  at. 

Disposition  of  vesseln 282 

Emmons,  George  F.,  appoint^sl  to  temix>rary  command  of 426 

Franklin,  S.  R.,  appointed  fleet  captain  of 60S 

(ieneral  affairs  of 104, 130,  i:^,  157, 405, 42:^-427, 4*18, 6:^6, 692,  700 

Prizes  captured  by,  to  be  adjudicated  at  Now  Orleans 319 

Sanitary  condition  of.     See  Yellow  ferer.     Out  break  of. 

Vessels  ok'<lereil  to  duty  in 171, 172,205, 

373, 402, 4.34, 484, 502, 564, 595,  (i21 ,  <i:i4, 640, 654, 664, 666, 676, 695,  726 

♦Same  as  C.  S.  S.  William  H.  Webb. 
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West  Gulf  Blockading:  Squadron— Continued.  pm 

Watson,  John  C,  api)ointed  flag  lieutenant  of 406, ff 

West  Louisiana.     Operations  in. 
CommunicationH  from 

Banks,  N.  P 63, 

Farragut,  D.  (.t 7(^ 

Report  of  N.  P.  BankH 65,  i 

J  Weston,  Henry,  jr. 

:j  Mentioned : H 

!^  Report  of  itapture  of  U.  S.  S.  Diana,  March  28,  186:i 110-1 

1 1  Wetmore,  R.  H.     Mentioned 3 

(  Wharton,  Arthur  Dickson.     Mentione<l 831,  ^ 

Wheaton,  William.     Mentioned b- 

j  Wheeler,  John  B.     Mentioned 31 

; '  White,  David.     Mentioned (i- 

White,  J.  M.     Mentioneii 91.1 

j  White,  James  L. 

\  Mentioned 8r»7, 8? 

Report  of  aninmnition  required  at  Mobile,  Ala 8i 

White,  Robert.     Mentioned •. 4^ 

Whitehead,  Ira  C.     Mentione<l 13 

Whiteman,  Georgre  W.     Mentioned 54 

White  Sea,  British  bark.     Mentioned 63 

Wigrgin,  George. 

Appointed  to  command 

Estrella,  U.  S.  S 38 

Tennessee,  U.  S.  S .tO 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 5fl2,60i 

Farragut,  D.  ii 250,371 

Mentioned 262,282,379,380,381,386,404,428,501 

Relieve<l  of  command  of  U.  S.  S.  Estrella  and  appointe<l  to  command 

U.  8.  S.  Tcnmi«ee 428,  43i 

Wilbery,  George.     Mentioned 45: 

Wilder,  Colonel.     Mentione<l 67* 

Wilkes,  Charles. 

(^'orrespondencc  with  J).  (».  Farragut 9t 

Mentioned 157,  19( 

Wilkinson,  John.     Mentioned 84( 

William,  British  schooner.     Cai>turc  of,  July  1 ,  186*J 37i 

William  Bagley,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  July  1 7,  1 863 :{97,  39t 

Mentioned 645, 647,  «4^ 

William  G.  Anderson,  U.  S.  Imrk. 

Capture  of  l)oat's  crew  from,  May  3,  186^^.     S*»<»  Si.  Jfn^rph't  IsUuid,  Tex. 

Captun»s  made  by .' 142,143,158,482,486-48? 

Hill,  F.  S.,  relieved  of  command  of 687 

Johnstone,  John  A.,  appointed  to  command (>9ti 

Mcntione<l 100,114, 

120, 159, 164-168, 274,  282,  297, 321 ,  407, 427,  431 ,  470, 472, 601 ,  5aV 
507, 511, 512, 517, 548, 5.52,  56:S,  5')2-594, 598, 693,  710,  740,  742,  7«2 
Opt^rations. 

Off  Pass  Cavallo,  Tex 156 

( )ff  Rio  ( i rande,  Texa*«  and  Mex ico 482,  48:j 

Onlers  for  movements 143,161,174,320,421,471 
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WiUiam  H.  Webb.     See  TI>6/>,  C  *S'.  .S'.  P«ire. 

Williams,  .     Mentioned 750 

WiUianis,  Calvin.     Mentionetl 548 

Williams,  Charles.     Mentioned 714 

Williams,  John.     Mentioned 543, 554 

WiUiams,  John ,  8d.     Mentioned 246, 258 

Williams,  Thomas.     Mentioned ; 8 

Williamson,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 518 

Willson,  T.  Friend.     Corresjwndence  with 

Brand,  Frederick  B : 270 

DeGournay,  Paul  F 268,271 

Miles,  William  R 265-271 

Wilson, .     Mentioned 381 

Wilson,  Provost-Marshal.     Mentioned 656 

Wilson,  Henry.     Mentioned 58,60,105,136 

Wilson,  Thomas.     Mentioned 442 

Wilson,  William.     Mentioned 543 

Wilson,  William  J.     Mentioned 1 63 

Winchester,  Madam.     Mentioned 263,333,358^-361 

Winchester,  B.  FeUx.     Mentioned 363,364,381,818-820 

Winchester,  J.  Bichard.     Mentioned 818,819,849,850 

Winchester,  John  F.     Mentioned 486,693,702 

Winona,  U.  S.  P. 

Mentioned 98,240,282, 

309, 367, 378, 397, 400, 405, 408, 426, 462, 467, 468,  774,  782,  785,  787-790 

Operations  at  Donaldson ville  and  Plaquemine,  La 304-306, 

325, 327, 329, 337, 341, 347-349, 351-356, 358, 360 

Onlerp  for  movements 392, 461 

Winter,  Mr.     Mentioned '. 579 

Wisdon,  William.     Mentioned 598 

Wise,  Henry  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 472 

Farragut,  D.  G 403 

Pennock,  A.  M 242 

Starrett,  Adrian  C 628 

Opinion  of,  regarding?  ships  of  war 300 

Witham,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 305 

Withers,  John. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Hunter 813 

Mentioned 814 

Wiverdish,  N.     Mentioned 734 

Wood,  Maria  A.     See  Maria  A.  Wood,  U.  S.  schooner. 

Woods,  Charles  B.     Mentioned 18,24,26 

Woods,  David  C .     Mentioned 282 

Woods,  Peter  C.     Mentioned 853 

Woodward,  T.  D.     Mentioned 854 

Woodworth,  Selim  E.     Mentioned 825 

Woolsey ,  B.  L.     Mentioned 453 

Woolsey,  Melancthon  B. 

CorresjHjndence  with 

Bell,  H.  H 466 

Bullen,  J.  D :^30 

Emmons,  George  F 344, 419 

Farragut,  D.  G 312 
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Woolsey,  Melancthon  B. — Continued.  i^ 


'  j  Correspondence  with 


Matainoras,  Mexico,  British  acting  consul  at 477, 4* 

I    :j  I  Matainoras,  Mexico,  U.  S.  con»*uI  at 444, 445, 454,  45t>-458,  4fj0. 4\ 

;     •!  >Iiller,  F.  A + 

,     i';  Mullany,  J.  R.  ^I o4 

!     i'  Oliver,  H.  Kemble : X 

'    " '  Kio  Grande,  Captain  of  the  i)ort.  Mouth  of 4i 

Tamanlipas,  Mexico,  Governor  of 444, 4« 

Mentioned , 253,325,3:^7,338,346, ;«  7, 35;^:i=^: 

395,  410,  413,  418,  447,  452-455,  457,  460, 466, 483, 497, 500,  5a5.  567, 5> 
Rep<jrt«  of. 

Atlantic,  Hermaphrodite  brig. 

Recapture  of,  August  23,  1863 44 

Seizure  of,  August  10,  1863 445-44 

Donaldsonville,  La.     Naval  operations  in  defense  of 326,  ^ 

Flying  Scud,  British  schooner.    Capture  of,  August  12,  1863 45 

Rio  Grande,  Texas  and  Mexico.     Affairs  in  \icinity  of 4*)6, 467, 510, 56 

Wright,  Enoch  T.     Mentione<i 150-15; 

Wrigrht,  Joseph.     Mentioned 2H 

.  Wrigrht,  Moses  H.     Mentioned s:S} 

Wright,  William  F.     Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  8.  Bienville 4W 

Tacht,  Royal.     See  Roijal  YavlU,  Confederate  schooner. 

Tancey,  Stephen  D.     Correspondence  with  British  consular  ofhcer  at  Gal- 
veston,  Te  x  K4-I 

Yard,  Edward  M.     Finding,  court-martial  of  F.  S.  Hill 4S1^ 

Tazoo  City,  Miss.    Joint  attack  on.    Communications  from  I>.  I).  Porter  ..      3h:: 
Tazoo  Biver,  Mississippi.     Operations  in. 
Cominunictitions  from 

(Jrant,  U.  S 7-9,  U 

Portly  David  I) 3; 

Report  of  Isaac  N.  Brown 82t 

Yellow  fever.     Outbreak  of 273,  275, 504,  505,  509, 581  -583.  592. 600. 

601,603,609,616,617,628,  6:^1,  6:i')-a38,  650-652,  665,671,  674,  692,  70> 

Young,  Jonathan.     Mentioned 161 ,  277,  28!i 

Yturria,  Santiago.     Mentione<l 66i 

Zacharie,  H.  H.     Mentione<l 81( 

Zacharie,  J.  W.     Mentione<l : 28f 

Zantzinger,  John  P.     Mentioned 65.': 

Zephyr,  I".  S.  Army  steamer.     MentiontMl 3.32, 348,  3.'>4, 359, 400,  <U7,  64J 

Zerega,  Alfred  L.  B. 

Correspondence  with  H.  II.  Bell 671 

MtMitioniNl tvst 

Kelicve<l  of  comman<l  of  V.  S.  S.  Jasmine  an<i  api)oint<*(l  to  command 

U.  S.  S.  Ant«ma 67r 

Keports  f)t. 

Kxcliiinge,  Schooner.     Capture  of,  De<'ember  24,  1863 7'M 

Mary  Ann,  Schcxmer.     Capture  of,  X()veml)er  26,  1863 <>9.*" 

Zerman,  Westling.     Mentioned 2S( 

Zimmerman,  George.     Mentione<l 

ZUm,  Paul.     See  .Vatomo/ay,  Mf.r'uu)^  liritifh  rnnsulm'  ofiicertt  at. 
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